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The world of the early twentieth century shook in August 1914, the 

tremors extending to the Baptist faith. Despite earlier efforts to 

support international peace, Baptists soon backed the war effort. The 

faith declared itself against the evil of the Central Powers; ôFor 

Liberty Against Tyrannyõ seeks to tell their story. Phrasing 

themselves in moral terms, Baptists were a key part of the wider war 

effort, putting aside their qualms about warfare to fight at the fronts 

or to serve as chaplains in the trenches, while those at home made a 

concerted effort to support the British campaign against tyranny. 

This exhibition displays formerly unseen documents and 

photographs that bring to light a less famous, but no less important 

narrative of an infamous war. 



1. Revd J. H. Rushbrookeõs personal correspondence including 
postcards from Berlin, Jershöft and Osnabrück to London, July 1914 

Rushbrooke was married to Dorothea Gertrud Weber, daughter of the 

German painter, Professor Anton Weber. Twice in Rushbrooke and 

Dorotheaõs married life they lived through the trauma of England and 

Germany being at war. In the weeks just before the outbreak of the First 

World War, Dorothea and their daughter were traveling ahead of 

Rushbrooke to Germany with plans to meet after The Church Peace 

Congress. Dorotheaõs postcards suggest that she saw no sign of the troubles 

ahead. 

Prior to the outbreak of the First World War, there were calls for the 

Churches of the world to unite in working towards global peace. In the days 

before Germany declared war, unaware of the looming threat of conflict, 

representatives from European Churches planned to meet in Constance, 

Germany, at The Church Peace Congress. Revd J. H. Rushbrooke was one 

such delegate.  



Extracts from correspondence between Dorothea and Rushbrooke  

15.7.14 from Germany (Osnabrück) to London  

ôMy darling, until now the journey is really good. The sea is calm. Alone in 

the cabin. No problems with the customs, but it is extremely hot. The child 

is very good, she is sleeping now. On top of the ship she couldnõt sleep much 

[...] If the time would pass by faster. A kiss from everyone.õ 

15.7.14 from Berlin to London 

ôNow we sit here and are going to have dinner. The room is very nice. The 

little girl is already washed, fed and in bed. She was so extremely sleepy 

during the journey, it was so hot. We all thought it took a very long time 

despite the trainõs punctuality. Though it was very nice, we were the whole 

time alone. How are you? Did you get a cold? Here is real terrific German 

heat, but Berlin is beautiful. It is so clean and the motors are so absolutely 

noiseless. Everything is alright. It would be so nice to have you here....õ 

16.7.14 from Berlin to London 

ôMy Dear, we are so comfortable together here, Holla, Hans, Rudi, 

Marianne, Margret, Susi...I tell you, it is great. Would you be here you poor 

abandonee, we are so happy together. Everyone is sending you best wishes.õ 

21.7.14 from Jershöft (Baltic Sea, since 1st October 1945) to London 

ôMy Dear today is Susiõs birthday, we are so happy together and the weather 

is great. Would you like to swim in the sea with Margret? [...]I have your 

blue pants here, could you get one or should I send it? Please bring the 

childõs overall with you but take the label off. Your lovely letter just arrived. 

Thank you so much. [...] Please write to Susiõs friend on the day of your 

departure, he can help you to get away that night. Never ending love.õ 

22.7.14 from Jershöft to London 

ôWell actually I have nothing to write about today, my dear. We are living in 

a situation right now where nothing happens. I hope I have packed all of 

your things properly. Donõt forget your slippers, 2 pairs of boots. Your 

jacket is in your closet. The trouser is already in the bag[...]The people are 

currently very elegant hereéõ 



2. Cancelled Passport, Emergency Passport and 
Travel Documents issued to Revd J. H. 
Rushbrooke at the outbreak of the First World 
War  
 
After The Church Peace Congress at Constance, 
Germany was adjourned due to building hostilities, 
Rushbrooke attempted to travel across Germany to 
meet his wife and daughter. He sent a telegram to 
his wife to say that heõd reached Schlawe safely, but 
when leaving the Post Office was arrested by a 
minor German official under suspicion of espionage. 
He was released after two days in a prison cell.  
 
Rushbrooke eventually met with his wife and daughter, but the family were 
detained in Germany for several weeks after the outbreak of war. Writing to 
his congregation in Hampstead Garden Suburb, Rushbrooke stated: 
 
 Perhaps the shock of this war has fallen on few as heavily as upon me, who 
 had toiled for years on behalf of friendly relations between two nearly-related 
 peoples, and had believed that the Christian faith was strong enough to 
 overcome the suspicions and jealousies that make for war... 
 
After securing an emergency passport issued by the American Embassy, 
Rushbrooke and his family were finally able to return home in October of 
that year.  
 

 



3a. ôWhat made Germany go to Warõ  
Revd J. H. Rushbrooke, November 12th 1915 
 
A handwritten lecture presenting Rushbrookeõs opinion on the factors that 
led to the outbreak of war in 1914. The address highlights changes in the 
relationship between British and German Baptists and Rushbrooke suggests 
that the German Church had become invariably political, allowing the power 
of the state to increase. Rushbrookeõs words also demonstrate Baptist 
justification of war including claims that the German political system at the 
outbreak of war was ôthe negation of God.õ 

3b. ôThe Baptists of Great Britain and Ireland: To the brethren of our 
faith and order in Swedenõ 
Revd J. H. Rushbrooke, April 1917 
 
Once war had been declared, Baptist leaders and their congregations were, 
in general, supportive of the position of the British government. In this hand 
drafted address to brethren in Sweden, Rushbrooke claimed that Baptists 
stood for peace, goodwill and brotherhood in social and international 
relations as well as in the Church and that Germanyõs violation of these 
principles convinced many of the righteousness of the British cause. 
Rushbrooke justifies his argument by illustrating Germanyõs apparent 
determination to incite war in Europe and by highlighting the unacceptable 
treatment of the Belgian people at the hands of the German army. In 
Rushbrookeõs words: 
 
 Lovers of peace as we were and are, we Baptists are not committed to a 
 Quaker doctrine of non-resistance, still less to the position that we ought to 
 stand aside and permit the weak to be overwhelmed by the strong. 


