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T O T H E V 

R E A D E R -

TH E Church of Chriji^ according as it is reprcfen-
ted unto us^ or defcribed by the holy Spirit of God, 
in the O l d and N e w T e f t a m e n t , hath but a tvpo-

fold Confideration, as C a t h o l i c k and M y f t i c a l 5 or as V i 

a b l e and O r g a n i z e d in particular Congregations. The 
j C a t h o l i c k C l i u r c h is the whole Myftical Body of Chrifl, 
''f onfifling of all the EleEi which are pur chafed and redeem
ed by his Bloody whether already called or uncalled, Mili
tant or Triumphant i and this is the Church that Godga've 
%im to be head unto, which is his Body and his Fullnefi, and 
by union with himChriJi Myftical, E p h e f . 1 . 2 2 , 2 3 . and this 
is that OT»!nV"e^« (the only word moft fully exprejftng the Ca-
tholic\ Church, • ufed in Scripture^ the general Affembly, the 

Names are written in Hea-irch of the Firji 'ofc 

f e n . H c b . 1 2 . 2 3 . i . c. in the Lamb's Boo\of L i f e , and/ 
fljall all appear one Day gathered together to their Head, 
in the perfeBion and fullnefi of the N e w JeruCiikm-fiate •• 
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' where they will mah ^ gloriom Church, not having Spot 
or Wrincle or any fuch thing; but Holy and without Bk-
mifh, the day of Grace which the Saints ha'vepajfed in the 
rejfeSiive Ages of the Church was but the days of its EJpou-
fals, wherein the Bride hath made her f e l f ready h but then 
will be her full married ftate unto Chrift, then will be the 
perfeBion not only of e'very particular Member of Chrift, 
but of the whole Body of Chrift, called a p e r f c f t M a n , 
and the meafure of the Stature of the F i i l l n c f s o f C h r i f t , 
to which we are called. Edifying and building up, by the 
Miniftry and Ordinances of Chrift^ whilfi we: are z« V i a , 
in our p^Jf^ge unto this Comitry, a City with a more du
rable fixed Foundation which we fce^. 

In order therefore twtcy the cowplealing this great and 
rtryfiical Body, Chrift hath his particular Vifibls Churches 
and Ajjemblies in this World, wherein he hath ordained 
Ordinances, and appointed Officers^ for the glorioff^s fore-' 
mentioned E?7ds and Purpofes. 

there is no other fort of Vifible Church of Chrift Orga-
ttisud, thefubjeStoftheaforefaidlnftitutions Jpok^n o f , but 
a. particular Church or Congregation (^either in the O l d or 
N e w T e A a m e n t 3 where all the Members thereof do ordir 
narily meet together in one place to hold Communion one' 
ys>ith another, in fame one or more great Ordinances of 
Chrifl. the f r f i Churches rvere O c c o n o m i c k when the 
Worfhip of God was folemnly performed in the large Families 
of the A n t i d i l u v i a n Yo{id\\u\\:in Patriarchs, where, no-
doubt, all frequently affembled to the Sacri fices as then oj^r-
edj and other parts of Worjlnp then in life. 

After the defcent of a numerous Progeny from Ahv^hanis 
, LoinSy 
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Loins, Cod tal^s them to h m f d f iii om Vifibk Body, a Na 
tional but C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h , toxphkh be forms them 
Four hmidrcd and thirty Tears after the Fromife in the 
JVilderneJl and although all A b r a h a m V Natural Pofierztyj. 
according to the External part of the Fromife made to him, 
were taken info ^ifihle Chnrch-FeJIotv/Jjipy f o that it became 
a. National Church \ yet it was fuch a National Church al
ways, in the W i l d c r n e f s , ^7;;^/ in the Holy L a n d , as was 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ; for it was but ojie Congregation during the 
Tabernacle, or Temple-Jiate, f r f i or fecond', they were al
ways bound to afjemble to the Tabernacle, or Temple, thrice 
at lea f t -every Tear hence the Taberfiacle %vas f t ill called 
the T a b e r n a c l e o f t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n . They were to haue but 
one Altar for Burnt'Offerings and Sacrifices; what others 
were at any time clfewhcre called High-Places,were conde/nn 
ed by God as Sin. 

Lajily, when Chriji had Di'vorced this People, Aboliffj 
ed their Mofaical Conftitution, by breaking their Staff" of 
B e a u t y and their Staff of B o n d s , he ereSts his Coff el Churchy 
calls in Difciples by his Miniftry, forms them into a Body, 
furnifjcih them ivith Officers and Ordinances', and after-
he had f u f f e r e d , rofe ag.uii, and continued here Forty days 
in which time he frequently appeared to them, and acquaint 
ed them with his Will, afcends unto his Father, fends his 
Spirit in a plentiful manner at P e n t c c o f i : , whereby moji 
of thetn were fnrnipjcd rvith all neceffary jniraculous Gifts^ 
to the promoting the Glory and Ivterejl of Chriff among Jews-

G e n t i l e s . 

Hence the whole F'vangelical M i n i f f r y ivas f r f f : placed in 

the Church of J c r u r a l e m ( f o far as extraordinary, or fuch a 
part 
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^art of it as was to defcend to Churches of after Ages) but th^ 
Apojiles wera not placed as abiding or ftanding Officers in any 
^ j e r Church as we f n d . In this Church they aBed asthe 
Elders thereof, and from this Church they were, it's <z;ery 
likely, folemnly font by Fafiing and Prayer to the Exercife 
hf their Apofiolick FunSliofi, in Preaching, Healing and 
Ivorking Miracles, gathering Churches, and fetling Officers 
y them i e'venfo as Barnabas and ?m\ were fent forth by 
\he Church of A n t i o c h . 

Their diftinguifiing Apoflolic\ Office and Charge ( f r o m 
Mjich the Evangelifts differed but little) was to tah^ care of 
itll the Churches, not to ftdort?n as ftanding Pafters to all, or 
nny particular Congregation^ but at the f r j l plantings to 
gather, to direB, and confirm them, in praBice of their 
^oSlrine , Feltowfhip, breaking Bread, and in Prayer. 
Wherefore, this Apoftolick Care committed to them pro'ves 
nothing' either of the Catholicl^ Authority, claimed by an 
pccumenick^ Pajior ; or that charge of many Congregations^ 
claimed by Diocefan Bifbops at this Day. " 

Whence it's moft evident. That all Church Officers, f o 
far as they had any Paftoral or Epifcopal Office, was given 
to a particular Congregation, as the-^^'^^v Six.Ti>i(ju. We read 
of' no Pa f o r s of many Congregations, nor of no Church 
made up of many Congregations, to which Officers were an-
jjexed, nor of any reprefentative Church, as fome would 
have. 

That Apoftolick.Power did defcend to Succejfors we lifter-
ly deny, it being ?iot derivable ; for none after them could 
fay. They had been EyeWitneffes of our Lord, before or 
after his RefurreBion 5 ?wne fince f o qualified by an extraor-

. — dim:yL 
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dinary meafure of the Spirit for Preaching and working 
^Miracles ^ and none but the Pope challenge}!' f f i c h an extenfiin 
Care for, and Power p f e r all Churches. That which de-

fcends from them to the ordinary Minifiry, is a Commifpon 
to Preach and Baptii.e; and why not to Heal ? ( i t being al
ways in the Commiffion that Chriji ga^ve J a Pajioral Relor-
tion, or Presbyter/hip which was jnclnded in their Apoflle-
Jhipif and Exercifed toward the Church of ^Qx\x{d\^m. Such 
Presbyter-fhip J o h n and P e t e r both had. Hence there re^ 
mains no other Succefforsf)^U'QK ja,>fhe Apojiles, but ordinary 
Fafiors afid Teachers, -x^ . vv \ v . ' . ' ; 

Thefe are relati'ue Officers^ and are always i n , or to 
fome particular Congregations we h^ow of no Catholic!^ 
*vifible Church that any P^ajiprs are ordained to. i . The 
Scripture fpeaks of no Church as Catholich^ 'vifble^ 
2 . The thing it f e l f is but a Chim<xra of fome Mens Brains; 
it*s not i n r e r u m n a t u r a ; for i f a Catholich^'vifible Church 
be[ all the Churches that I fee at a time, I am not. cd^ 
pable of feeing together more than can Affemble in one 
place. And i f it be meant of all the Churches aBually 
in being, how are they 'vifible to me ? where can they be 
feen in one place? I may as rvell call all the Cities and 
Corporations in the World the Catholich^'vifible City or -Cor-^ 
poration ; which all rational Men would call No/ifence*' 
Be fides, i f all Organix^d Churches could be got together, 
it's ftot Catholick, in refpeSi of Saints Militant, much lefiof 
Triumphant; for many are tio Church Me^ibers that are 
Chrifis Members, and many 'vifible Members are no true 
Members of Chriji f e f u s . Where is any fuch Church ca- ^ 

pable of Communion in all Ordinances in one place ? and 
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the Scripture fieaks of uo other Organised viftble Church. 
Aoahh to a Cathohch^'vifihle Church coujiituted, ftmdd 

he a'CathoIic\ 'z;ifd^/e Pafioror Faftors-; for as the Cfmrcb 
is, fuch is the Paftor aud Officers ; to the Myftical Church 
Chrift is the myftical Bead and Fafior ; he is called the 
ehief Biftjop and Shepherd of our Souls, i Pe t . 2 . 2 5 . 
hence the uncalled are his Sheep, as J o h n 1 0 . i<5. hut to 
all viftble Churches Chrift hath appointed a vifrble Paftor 
.crPaftors; and where is tl^e Paftor of the Catholicl^vift^ 
ble Church ? he is not to be found, unleft it pleafi us 
to take him from R o m e . To fay that all individual Pa-
ftors are Paftors to the Catholich^ Church, is either to fay 
^hat they are i?ivefted with as much Paftoral Power and 
Charge in one Church as in another, and then they are in
definite Pafters ; and tijerefore all Paftoi'S have mutual 
Pmver in each others Churches:, and f o J o h n may come 
into T h o m a s his Church, and exercift all parts of Jurif-
diSlion thcre^ and T h o m a s into J o h n V ^ or a MiMifter to 
the Catholicl{ Church hath an univerfal Catholick Power 
over the Catholic\ Church; i f f o , the Power and Charge 
Xiphich every ordinary Faftor hath, is Apoftolick: - ^*'-> l ^ f t ' 
ly, he is invefted with an Arbitrary Power, at leaft, as 
to the taking up a particular Charge where he pleajeth, with 
a n o n o b f t a i i t c to the Suffrages of the People ; for i f he 
hath an Office rvhereby he is equally and indifput ably related 
to all Churches, it's at his liberty, by virtue- of this Office, 
to take where he pleafcth. 

.But every Church-Officer, under Chrift, is a viftble relate, 
and the correlate mnft be fuch, whence the Church muft he vi^ 
fible to which he is an Officer, It's abfurd to fay a Man is 

— — a vi--
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a. 'vifihU Hmhand to an iu'vifibk Wife, the relate and cor-
relate nmji he c j u l H c m n a t u r a e I f ' J - true, Chriji is re
lated to the Church as myjiical Head, but it's in reJpeSi of 
the Church in its myftical Nature, for Chriji hath fubjii-
tuted no myftical Oficers in his Church. 

There is a great deal of dijference between the myBical 
and external 'vifble Church, though the latter is founded 
upon it, and for the fake of it. It's founded upon it as 
taking its true Jpiritual Original from it, deri'ving 'vital Spi
rits from it by a myftical Z^nion to, and Communion with 
Chrift and his Members ; and it's for the Sak^ of it, all ex
ternal 'vifible Affemhlies, Minifters, Ordinances are for 
the fah^ of the myftical Body of Chrift, for calling in the 
ElcSi, and the Edifying of them to that ftdl meafure of 
Stature they are defigned H?ito. 

But the different confideration lies in thefe Things, 
I . That the myftical Church doth never f a i f neither 

is diminijhcd by 'any Shoch^s- of Temptation or Suffering, 
that in their 'vijMe Frofeffion any of them undergo, where
as ^ifihle Churches are often broken, fcattered, yea un
churched, and r,:any Members fail of the Grace of God by 
fnal Apoftafy. Uh^wife Chrift's myftical Church is many 
times preferred in that State only, or moftly, n>hen ChriH 
hath not a -jifihle organised Church according to InUi-
tulion to he fotttid on the Face of the Earth, fo it was with 
his Church often under the O l d Tefisimcnt-Pifpefifation, 
as in i E g y p t , z« ^^^^ ^""y ^^^'^ Judges when the Ar\ 
was carried away by the P l i i l i f t i n s , in the Days of M a -
raffch, atid other wicked Kings, and efpecially B a b y 
l o n , 'inftich times the Faithful Ones were prpfer<ved with 

out 



m the true Sacrifces, the teaching Friefl, and the haw. 
So hath it been in the days of the N e w T c f t a n i e n t , in di
vers places j wtder the D r a c o n i c k Heathen Perfecntions, and 
afterward in the Wildernefi-ftate of the Church, under the 
Anti-Chriflian Z^furpationsand f a l f e Worfhip. Which 
myjiical State is the place prepared of God to hide the 
Seed of the Woman in, from the Dragons Rage, for the 
fpace of One thoufand two hundred and fixty Days. 
' Again, Dnto this Myjiical Church is only ejfentially ne-
cejfary, a myflical Vnion unto the Lord Jefus Chrifi, by 
the Gift of the Father, Acceptation., and Covenant-under
taking of the Son, the powerful and efficacious Work, rf the 
Spirit of the Father, and the Son^ working true faving 
Faith in the Lord J e f u s Chrift, and fwcere Love to him 
and all his True Members. Whereby as they have a firm 
and unfbaJ^n "Union, f o they have a fpiritual Communion, 
though without thofe deprable Enjoyments of external Church 
Privileges, and means of Grace, which they are providen
tially often hindrcdfrom. Vifible Churches being but Chrift"s 
Tents and Tabernacles, which he fometimes fetteth up, and 
fometiiiies iah^s dawn and removes at his Pleafure, as he 
fees beft for his Glory in the World. 

BtitOfthefe he hath a fpecial regard as to their Fomida-
'dation. Matter, Coitftitution and Order, he gives forth an 
'exaB pattern from M o u n t Z i o n , as of that Typical Ta
bernacle from M o u n t S i n a i of Old. 

' The Formdation part of a vifible Church is the credible 
Frofejpon of Faith a7zd Holineft, wherein the Lord Jefus 
Chrtft is the Corner Stone^ E p I i . i ) . 2 o . M a t t h . x v i . 1 8 . This 
Trofeffion is the Foundation, but not the Church it f e l f . It's 



not Articles of Faith, or Frefeffton of them in partictflar 
indi'vidual Ferfons that make an organix,ed 'uifible Church. 
We are the Houfhold of Faith built upon the Foundation, 
Sec. 2 . It's Men and Women, not DoSlrine, that are the 
Matter of a Church; and thefe profejjing the Faith, and pra-
f i f i n g Holinefs. The Members of Churches are always cal
led in the N e w T e f t a m e n t , Saints, Faithful, Belie'vers: They 
'Was fuch that were added to the Churchesneither is e^ery 
Belie'ver f o as fuch,but as aprofeffing Believer, for a Man mup 
appear to be jit Matter of a vifible Church before he can chal
lenge Church Frivileges, or they can be allowed him. 3 . I f s 
not many profefpng Believers that make a particular Church. 
For though they are Jit Matter for a Church , yet they 
ha've not the Form of a Church, without a mutual Agree
ment and Combination f explicite, or, at leaji, implicits ) 
whereby they become, by 'vertue of Chrijis Charter, a fpiri-
tual Corporation, and are called a City, Houfhold, Houfe, 
being united together by Joints and Bands, not only by 
internal Bonds of the Spirit, but external; tlje Bonds of 
^nion muji be fifible as the Houfe is, by profejjion. 

This is a Society that Chriji hath given Power to, to 
choofe a Pajior, and other Officers ofChrift's Injiitution, and 
enjoy all Ordinances'. The Word, Sacrammi^;md JPrayery 
as Chriji hath appointed. 

Hence a *vifible Church muff needs be a feparate Congre
gation ; Separation is a proper and infeparable adjunB. 
thereof; the Apojile fpeaks of Church Memberfhip, 2 C o r , 
v i . 1 4 , Be not wiequally yoked together [_ I'npo'CvyZvni, yoked 
with thofe of another kind, the Flowing with an Ox and 
AJ? together, being forbidden under the Law with Z^n-

a 2 believers. 
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kUe^ers, «™!™', i . e. VifMe Vnhdk'ver, of any fort o^ 
1 4 ^ f i r rvhat f a r u d f ^ n , ^^o^, hath Kigh,cc«fn f r.,th 

hatb Unb riith Dark-c s? V e r f 1 3 . - 5 
hanno,,; hath C h r i f t r.,th B e U a l , M.n of corn.pt U . e 
and CmM"'""' or v'bat part, hath 
TBelicvcr l e . a^ifibk Believer r.,th an'VttUh.'vor? 
U o o t o b e r e n d r c d h . f i d ; b u t k was d o n e b y 
' c ^ ^ T r a l U t o p u t a b l i n d u p o n t i n s ,> l , cc , at to 
T trm intention, and to countenance Fartfi Commmuon. 
f r l h y didtbey not bere Vcti and every n,hcre e l f , 
' 1 " Infidel? V c i - r . \6. ^« ^y'&^^i^^^<^V 

/ - f ^ \ r e m f of God 

% 'e the Go pel Church ) with Idols ? & c . I tak this 
plaectobea fuU Proof of what y befr^^^ fPohp. That a 
Gofpcl ChurJhis a Company of Faithful profeffing People 
walkni€ together by mutual Confent or Confederation to 
the Lord f e f m Chrift and one to another, m SubjeSiton to and 
PraSitceofaUhts Gofpel-Precepts and Commands, whereby 
l y are feparare from ^ ^^-^ rh^ngs ^'^an.feftly 

contrary or diftgreeing thereunto 
Hence as it's feparate from all fuch impurities that are 

without, fo Chrift hath furnifl^d it with fuficient Power 
and means to k^p it ftlf Fure s and therefore hath provi
ded Ordinances and Urmfters for that end- and purpoft', 
for the mat end of Church-Edification cannot be obtained 
ivithoutJnrity be alfo maintained in DoBirine and tellorn-

'^^^Ftirity cannot he maimained without Order; a difor 

derly Society wiU corrupt within it f e l f ; for by Drforder 
it s 

http://corn.pt


i r , divided, by divifions the joints and bands are broker, 
not only of Love and AffeSiion, but of vifhle tonjunSiion ; 
fo that roots of bitternefi, and fenfual Separation artjtng, ma-

J ' ^ ; k r . may he a hind of Peace and Agreement 
in a Society that is a jiranger to GojjeWrder, when Men 
agree together^ to walk ^^^^rding to a f a l f e Rule or in a 
Line atd negligent Ohfervation of the True Rule. There may 
be a common Connivance at each one to walk, ^f ¥ ; ^ " ^ 

is not Order hut Diforder by Confent : heftdcs a Church 
may, for the moji part, wall^^n Order, when there is brea
ches and Diviftons. Some do agree to walkfccord"ig to 
the Rule, when others will deviate from it. It s orderly to 
endeavour to reduce thofe that ivalk not orderly, though fuch 
mfl Z^ndcrtakings feem fometimes grounds of Dijimbanca, 
{id caufesofConvulfion m the whole ^ ^ f ^ ' / ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' f 
even its breukng in pieces ; but yet this muji he done to pre-r 

ferve the whole. > • - . . 
The Word tranfated Order, C o l o f . i ) . / ^ ^ S ^ w a 

Military Word; it's the Order of Souldiers in a Band, k^ep-

ina Rank and File, tphere every one l^eps hs place, fol

lows his Leader, ohferves the Word Command, and his 

Ri^ht-hand M^n. Hence the Apofie joys to fee t h ^ 

c l ^ Order, and Stedfafinefs m the Faith, ' ^ T ' . 
Valour, and Refolntion in fghting the good ^ f f _ ^ 

Faith, and the Order i n f o doing; nf only . 
as jingle P r o f c f r s , but in Marching Orderly togetle 
as in Army with Banners. There is nothing ^^ore ann^ 
than a Church walhiK^ m Order when ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ; ^ 
place, kjows and praSiifeth Ins Duty according to th hu e 
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each fnbnntting to the other in the performance of Duty . 
When the Elders knojv their places, and the People theirs. 
Chrift hath been more Faithful than M o f e s , and therefore 
hath not left his Churches without fufficient Rules to walk^ 
hy. 

That Order may be in a Church of Chrift, the Rules of 
the Gofpel tnuft be kpown, and that by Officers and People. 
They that are altogether Ignorant of the Rule, or negligent in 
attending it, or doubtful, and therefore always contending 
about it, will never wal\ according to it. Hence it's the 
great Duty of Minifters to ftudy Order well, and acquaint 
the People with it. It's greatly to be bewailed, that f o few 
Divines bend their Studies that way* They content themfelves 
only with Studying and Preaching the Truths that concern 
Faith in the Lord J e f u s , and the meer Moral part of Ho 

I linefs -J but as to Gofpel-Churches or Inftituted Worfhip 
they generally in their DoSirine and PraBice let it alone 
and adminifter Sacraments as indeftnitely as they Preach; 
care not to ftand related to one People more than another, 
any further than Maintained by them. Lil{ewife many good 
People are as great Strangers to Gofpel Churches and Or
der, and (as their Minifters) have a great Averfnefi to both, 
and look upon it as Schifm and Fa5{ion ; and this is the 
great reafon of the readiuefs of both to comply with Rules of 
Men for mah^ng Churches, f Canons eftabliftjed by humane 
Laws,(being carried away ( i f they wotdd fpoa\the Truth) by 
corrupt'E.m^LUVi Principles^ That Chrift hath left the Church 
to be altogether Guided and Governed by Laws ofMagiftra-
tick SanBion. Reformation from the grofs Idolatrous part 
of Antichriftianifm was eiigaged in with fome Heroic\Cou-
— — ^ - — - . : -^-^.xage. 
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rage and Kefolution, but the coldnefs and indifference of 
P rot eft ants to any further progrefl, almost ever fence is 
not a little to be lamented. Many thitik it eiiough that the 
Fou?idation of the Houfe is laid in Purity of DoBrine, 
( and it's well i f that were not rather written in the Boo^s 
than preached in Pulpits at this Day ) but how little do 
they care to fet their Hands to Building the Houfe. 
Sure a great matter is from that Spiritual Sloathfulnefi that 
many are fallen under, as lik^wife being ready to finh^ un
der the great Difcouragements laid before them by the Ad-
verfaries of J i i d a h , when they find the Children of the 
Spiritual Captivity are about to Build a Gofpel Church 
unto the Lord. And hon> long hath this great Worh^ceafed? | 
And will the Lord's Minitlers and People yet fay. The 
Time is not come, the Time that the Lords Houfe flmdd be 
Built? Is it time to Build our own Houfes, and not the 
Houfe of the Lord? Surely it's time to Build, for we under-
^iand by Books the number of Tears whereof the Word of the 
Lord came to Dsiniel the Prophet, and to 'johnthe beloved 
Difciple, and N e w T e f t a m e n t Prophet, that he would 
accompli ft} \ i 6 o . Tears in the Defolation of our J e r u f a -
l e m , and the Court which is ivithout the Temple, vii. The 
generality of Vifible Profeffors, and the external part of 
Worfbip, which hath been f o long trod down by Getitilifm. 
Wherefore confider your Ways, G o u p t o t h e M o u n t a i n , 
a n d b r i n g W o o d , b u i l d t h e H o u f e , f a i t h t h e L o r d , a n d I 
w i l l t a k e p l e a f u r e i n i t , ( Hag. i . 8 . ) a n d I w i l l b e g l o 
r i f i e d . Men, it may be, have thought they have got, or, 
at lea§{, favedby jtot troubling themfelves with the Care, 
Charge, and Trouble of gathering Churches, and walking 

in 



S T c ^ W O ^ God faith, re looked for miwhand lo 
Z Z to little, and r^hen ye hougU .t Ho„,e l dtd blo^ 
t o n it. Why faith the Lord, becanfe of my Ihnfe that „ 

t ^ ' X / C S c d P a L e In Vrincpames and 

N e w J m > & ' " " . - ^ ' ' ' ' ^ ' ' ' 

^'lhkl7neniK Glory r^cponld ,,,dea^o,,r to » » e f , 
. • / .^y^pd- Fravers and faithfuL Lndeavours, to 

fetch ' " J y f i f i Z f onr Day. Whe Pattern is of 
promte the gr ^ dearnefi, by Models, f„ch 
' " ' r ' Z r e , l i t this Utter Age in ihe ifildernefs, and 

f f i t t fi« by Night; for upon all tts Glory hath been 
a ^ - " " " i -^...dit hath been aJabernacle for a Shadoiv 
• „ ^ r ^ / . r « ; f t and for a place of Kef,.,e 

and Co^jert from the Storn, and from the Ra,n. Nether 
L e r.e been left to Ail by the Exajnples or tradttton. of 
Men m ha J had a fnU Manifefiat.on of the revealed 
Mind and IVill of Chrift, r^ith the greateft H-.tdence and 
Con-viStion; God having in tbefe '''tlerr„nes ra.fed up „ „ . 

mo/i Eminent Inflrmm-nts for DtreBton and Encourage-

ment unto Im People, M o he furn.fied accordingly wtth 
great 
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great QUalificatioirs to this End and Furpofe, That the trUe\ 
Original, Nature, Injiitution and Order of Evangelical] 
Churches might be h^orvn, diJUnguip^ed, priiLed and ad~\ 
hered to, by all that kiwrv the Name of Chriji, and rvouldl 
be foUorvers of him as his Difciples, in Obedience to aU\ 
his revealed Mind and Will, Amongji which faithful and\ 
renowned Servants of Chriji, the late Aulhor ofthis mojil 
u f e f n l and praBical Treatife, hath approved himfelf to be\ 
one of the chief. I need fay nothing of his f i e d f a j i Fiety,\ 
univerfal Learning, indefatigable Labours in inceffant Vin-\ 
dication of the DoSlrines of the Gofpel f of great e f i weightj^ 
againall Oppofition made thereto, by Mew i^^^^ 
Minds. His furviving Wor^s will ahvays be befpeaking\ 
his honourable Remembrance, anungft all impartial Lovers] 
of the Truth. They that were acquainted with him, h^erp\ 
how much the Jiate and Jianding of the Churches of Chriji,] 
under the late Sufferings and Strugglings for Reformation! 
was laid to heart by him. And therefore how he put forth] 
his utmoft ftrength to A J f i f t , Aid, Comfort and Support the\ 

finking Spirits of the poor Saints and People of God, cvem 
wearied out with long and repeated Perfecutions. It is t<\ 
be obferved. That this enfuing Treatife was occafioned by ona 
of the lafl and mo ft vigorous Affaults made upon Separate] 
and Congregational-Churches, by a Pen dipt in the Gala 
of that perfecuting Spirit, under which God's People groanA 
ed throughout this Land. He then wrote an elaborate 
account of Evangelical Churches, their Original, InfiituA 
tion. Sec. rvith a Vindication of them from the ChargeA 
laid in againft them, by the Author of T h e LTnrearon- j 
ab lene f s o f S e p a r a t i o n . Tim he lived to Print, aneh 

• b _ promifed 
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promifed to handle the SuhjeSi more particularly ', which 
is here performed. He lived to f m i f h it under his^ 
great bodily infirmities ; whereby he faw himfelf ha-
fiening to the end of his Race ; yet f o great was his 
Love to Chrifl, that whilji he had Life and Breath he 
drew not back^ his Hand from his Service. This Work^ 
he flnifhed (with others) through the gracious- fupport 
and apfiance of Divine Power, and CorreSled the Co
py before his departure. So that. R e a d e r , thou maifi 
be affured. That what thou haft here, was Im, C E r r a t a V 
of the Prefi only excepted) and likewife that it ought to 
be efieemed as his Legacy to the Church of Chrift, being 
a great part of his dying Labours ; and therefore it's mofl 
uncharitable to fnppofe. That the things here wrote, were 
penned with any other Defign, than to advance the Glory 
and Intereft of Chrift in the World ; and that they were not 
matters of great weight on his own Spirit. And upott the 
perufal that I have had of thefe Papers, I cannot but re
commend them to all diligejit Enquirers after the true Na
ture, Way, Order and PraSlice of Evangelical Churches 
as a true and faithful Account, according to what Zander-
ftanding the Profeffors thereof, for the moft part have 
had and praSlifed. Who ever is other wife Minded, he 
hath the liberty of his own Light and Confidence. 
Laftly, whereas many ferious Profe ffors of the Faith of the 
Lord Jefus f i t may be) well grounded in the main fa
ving Truths of the Gojpel, are yet much to fcch^ of thefe 
neceffiary Truths, for want of good Information therein 
and therefore walk, not up to all the revealed Mind of 
Chrift, as they fincerely deftre. Let fuch, %vilh unpre-

judiced 
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judked Minds, Read, and Confider what is here offered 
to them, and receive nothing upon humatie Authority ; ': 
follow no Man in Judgment or PraBice any further than ; 
he is a follower of Chriji. And this is all the Keqneji • 
of him that is a lover of all them that Love the Lord 
J e f m Chriji. 

J . c : 

.?> , 

'. 1 ^Here is lately Pub l i fhed , by the fame A u t h o r , jtreattfh 
, JL , of the Dominion- of Sin md Grace. Where in Sin's R e i g n 
is diicovered, i n w h o m i t is, and i n w h o m i t is n o t : h o w t h a 
L a w fupports i t , and h o w Grace delivers f r o m i t , by f e t t i n g up 
i ts D o m i n i o n i n the Heart . Price bound i s . '-> •, 

T h e A u t h o r a l fo ufhered in to the W o r l d , by his Preface, another 
very u l c f u l Book, En t i tu l ed , The heft Treafure: or, the way to be. 
truly Rich. Being a Difeour le on Ephef. i i j . 8. where in is opened 
and commended to Saints and Sinners, the perfbnal and pu r -
chafed Riches o f C h r i f t , as the belt Treafure to be prcferved a n d 
enfured by all that w o u l d be Happy here and hereafter. By 2^^^-
tholomew jjhwood', late M i n i f t e r o f the Gofpe l . Price bound 2s. 6d . 

^ Anothe r Book o f the fame Au tho r s , E n t i t u l c d , The henvcnlf 
Trade; or the beft Merchandize , the only w a y to l ive w e l l i n 
i m p o v e r i f l i i n g T i m e s . A Di fcour ie occafioned f r o m die decay 
o f E a r d i l y Trades, and v i f ib le w a f t e o f pra£l ica l Piety, i n the 
Day w e . hve i n . Of fe r ing Arguments and Counlels to a l l , to
wards a fpeedy revival o f d y i n g Godl incfs ; and t i m e l y preven
t ion o f the dangerous ilTues thereof hanging over us. V e r y . 
neceflai-y for all Families. Price 2s. 6d. 

Some 



"V. 

'3 1̂  f ; (4 

Sw/^ <?f^^r Frhitedfer and SoTdbyV^\i\i3!mT/i^^ 

C j r y f s Expof i t i on on the whole Book o f I « Twc?,Yo, 
lumes i n Foho, 

Criticorum. I n V . Volumes. 
<yr»J?/?^ on the New TeJtAment. I n T w o large Vokimes , 

i n L a t i n , w i t h the Index, are to be fo ld very cheap. I n Qua:es 
both Volumes fo r 2 O J , and both V o l . w e l l bound fo r 30/ . v 

Pool's Annotations i n Englijb. T w o Volumes. 
/ W e x s to the Old and iVen; Tejlamf7t to be fold alone. Tr/re 5/. 
D r . 0)ve» on the Hebrews. I n Four Volumes. 
Owen on the Spiri t . 
CV^rX-'s M a r t y r o l o g y . 

Melltfchfm ChirurgU, or the M a r r o w o f Chi ru rgery . A n A 
natomical Treat i le . In f t i t u t ions o f Phyf ick , w i t h Hippocrates\ 
A p h o r i f m s largely Commented upon. TJie Marrow of Phjftck, 
; l i e w i n g the Caufes, Signs and Cures o f m o f t Difcafes incident 
to humane Bodies. Choice experienced Receipts fo r the Cure 
o f feveral Dif tempers . T h e Four th E d i t i o n , enlarged w i t h m a-
n y Addi t ions , and purged f r o m many Faults that efcaped i n t l ie 
fo rmer Impref f ions . I l l u i l r a t ed w i t h T w e l v e Copper Cuts . B y 
James Cooke o f M^arwick, Pra6titioncr i n Phyf i ck and C h i r u r 
gery. 

T l i e r e is a l fb a very u f e f u l Book o f the fame Authors , fo r 
thole T h a t are defirous o f being their o w n Phyficians, E n t i t u -
led, Selelf Obfervations of EngUfh Bodies, of Eminmt Perfons, 
in defperate Difeafes. T o w h i c h is n o w added an Hundred 
r ich Counicls and Advices fo r leveral honourable Perfbns. W i t h 
all the fevcral Medicines and Methods by w h i c h the leveral Cures 
were e f feaed . W i t h , Direct ions about D i i n k i n g the Bath Water 
Price hcmd 2s. 6d. '^^^^ ^ 

C/^y/y^i^'s P r imi t ive Epifcopacy. OcUvo. Vvice hound, is.6d 
Owen o f Juil i t icacion, • " *-

's Brief and I m p a r t i a l Account o f the Na ture o f the Prote-
Aanc Re l ig ion . 

T H E 
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T R U E N A T U R E 

O F A 

G o i p e l C h u r c h 

A N D I T S 

G O V E R N M E N T 

C H A P . I . 

T h e SubjeEl Matter of the Church, 

TH E C h u r c h may be confidered either as unto 
its Effeme, C o n f t i t u t i o n and B e i n g ; or as 
un to its Power and Order, w h e n i t is Orga
nized. A s unto its Ejfence and Being, i ts 
conf t i tuent parts are its Matter and Eorm. 
T h e f e w e m u f t enquire in to . 

By the Matter o f the C h u r c h , w e underftand the perfbns 
whereof the C h u r c h doth con f i f t , w i t h their QuaUfications ^ 
A n d by its Form, the rcafbn, caufe and w a y o f that k i n d o f 
Rela t ion among them, w h i c h gives them tl ie Being o f a 
C h u r c h , and therewi tha l an In teref t i n a l l that belongs unto a 
C h u r c h , either privilege^ or power , as f uch . 

B Our 



2,3' 4, 
rfal. 24 
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2 Cor. 8. 
23. 

27. 

TJjfSuhicH Matter of the Church. 

'.Tim.3.1 
2,3) 4. 5-

Our firft E n q u i r y being concerning what fort of Per [on s our 
L o r d Tt^fus C h r i f t requireth and admi t tc t l i to be the 
SnbiJs o f his K i n g d o m , w e are to be regulated m our Deter
mina t ion by reli^ea unto his Honour , G lo ry , andthe H d m c f s 
o f his Ru le T o reckon iuch perions to be Subjects ot 
C h r i f t , Members o f his Body, fuch as he requires and owns , 
Cfor others are not f o ) w h o w o u l d not be tolerated, at leaft not 
approved, i n a w e l l Governed Kj^gdom or Commonwealth o f the 
w S r i d , is h igh ly difhonourable unto h i m . But i t is fo come to 
oafs- that let M e n be never fo no tonouf ly and flagitiouily 
& d i n t i they become pcfts o f the earth, y f t are they 
e f t e S d to b e l o n j t o the Church o f C h r i f t A n d not only l o , 
but k is thought Ik t l c lefs than Scbifm to fo rb id them the C o m 
mun ion o f the Church i n a l l its facred Privileges. H o w b e i t , 
the Scripture doth i n general reprefent the K i n g d o m or Church 
o f C h r i f t to conf i f t o f perfons called Saifits, fcparatcd f r o m the 
W o r l d , w i c h inany other things o f an alike nature, as w e fliall 
fee immediately. A n d i f the Honour of Chrifi were o f f uch 
w e i g h t w i t h us as i t ought to be ; i f we underf tood ar ight the 
nature and ends o f his K i n g d o m , and that the peculiar G l o r y 
o f i t , above al l the Kingdoms i n the W o r l d , confif ts i n the 
Holinefs of its Subje^ls, f u c h an Holinefs as the W o r l d i n its 
w i f d o m k n o w e t h n o t , w e w o u l d du ly confider w h o m w e 
a v o w to belong thereunto. T h o f e w h o k n o w ought o f thefe 
things, w i l l not profefs that perfbns openly profane, vicious, 
l en f i i a l , w icked and ignorant , are approved and owned of 
C h r i f t as the Subjefts o f his K i n g d o m , or that i t is his w i l l 
that w e f h o u l d receive them in to the C o m m u n i o n o f the 
C h u r c h . But an o ld opinion o f the unlawfulnefs o f feparation 
f r o m a C h u r c h , o n the account o f the mixture of rvicked men i n 
i t , is made a Icare-crow to f r i g h t e n men f r o m a t tempt ing the 
Refo rmat ion o f the greateft Ev i l s , and a covert f o r the com-
pof ing Churches o f f uch Members on ly . 

Some things therefore are to be premifed unto w h a t f l i a l l be 
ol5^red unto the r i g h t ftating o f this E n q u i r y : As , 

[. T h a t i f there be no more required o f any as unto Perfonal 
Qualifcutions i n a v i f ib le uncontroulable p ro fe f l i on , to conf t i tu te 

_ — , : j l i f i i a 



The SubjeSl Matier of the CtjtircU? 

t h e m Subjefts o f C h r i f t s K i n g d o m , and Members o f his 
C h u r c h , but w h a t is required by the m o f t righteous and fever 
L/tws of Men to conf t i tu tc a good^SnbjcB or Citizen, the 
dil l : in£tion between his v i f ib le K i n g d o m and the Kingdoms o 
the W o r l d , as unto the pr incipal caules o f i t , is ut ter ly l o f : 
N o w al l negative QuaUHcations, as that M e n are not Op' 
preflors, Drunkards , Revilers , Swearers, Adulterers, &c. an 
required hereunto. Bu t yet i t is fo fal len out , that generally 
more is required to conf t i tu te f uch a Citizen as Iha l l reprelent 
the righteous L a w s he l ive th under , than to conf t i tu te a 
M e m b e r o f the C h u r c h o f C h r i f t 

2. T h a t whereas Regeneration is exprefly required i n the 
Gofpe l , to give a R i g h t and Privilege unto an entrance in to th 
C h u r c h or K i n g d o m o f C h r i f t , whereby that K i n g d o m o f his 
is d i f t i n g u i f l i e d f r o m all other Kingdoms i n and o f the W o r l d 
un to an In te re f t where in never any fuch t h i n g was required , 
i t m u f t o f neceffity be fome th ing better, more excellent anc 
fublime than any t h i n g the L a w s and Polities o f M e n pretenc 
unto or preicribe. W herefore i t cannot con f i f t i n any outwarc. 
Ritesy eafie to be obferved by the w o r f t and v i l e f t o f M e n 
Defides the Scripture gives us a delcr ipt ion o f i t , i n oppof i t ion 
unto its c o n f i f t i n g i n any fuch Rite, i Pet. 5. 2 1 . And many 
things required un to good Ci t izens , are far better than the 
meer obfervat ion o f f uch a Rite. 

• O f this Regeneration Baptifm is the Symbol, the Sign 
ExprelTion and Reprefentat ion. Wherefore un to thofe w h o 
are i n a due manner partakers o f i t , i t g ive th a l l d ie external 
R igh t s and Privileges w h i c h belong unto them that are i^eg-e-
ntrate, u n t i l they come unto fuch Seafons, where in the perfonal 
performance o f thofe Duties whereon the cont inuat ion o f the 
eftate o f v i f ib le Regeneration doth depend, is-required o f theni . 
Here in i f they f a i l , they lofe a l l pr ivi lege and benefit by their 
Bapt i f r r j , 

So fpeaks the A p o f t l e in the cafe o f C i r cumc i f i on under the 
L a w , Rom. 2 . 2 5 . For Circumcifion verily profipeth, if thott keep 
the Law; but if tho:t be a breaker of the La.v, thy Circumctfionis 
ntade uncircumctfion. I t is fo i n the cale o f Baptifm. V e r i l y i t 

B 2 , ^rofteth. 

'E\A 22. 
26. 
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Fhil. 3-18, 
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Tit. i.i'^, 
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AB. i ^ . 8. 
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AB. 8. 13-

1 Cof. 6-
9, 10, I !• 
rbil. 3.1S, 
19-
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lipm. 9. 6, 
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Kkt. 18. 

/. T - f T i ^ n ftind unto^the Te rms o f the Covenant 
Whieh is tendered there n b̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  , ; 

give hi rn t u n t a H f ^ ^^^^g^^ o f God his is 
6V^fe; but i t he "O" '̂ f ^^^^^untcat ion o f Grace and acce-
•Bapnfm, as unto J'l^ ^'^^ ^ the Church , i t is m Baptifm, 

L ^ ^ r f p - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ " " ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 
o f a Regenerate ^{^f'' concerning this /?f?e;?er^?/^^», as unto 

4 . God alone is > , ^ e Me.;, whereon 
its internal, realpr^n.pl^^^^^^^^^ 
the participation or ai T h e Church is judge o f ks evidences 
o f Grace d o ^ ; ] ' ^ ^ ^ ' " as unto a participa-

txon o f the ^^^^^ ^^^^ .̂̂ ^^ j . ^ l a r e w h a belongs 
farther. A n u w ^ iudament herein, and w h o arc to 
r e V e e m S e l Church State, or have 

' ' ^^^Snd i ' a s^h -om w h o m w e are obliged to ^ v / / . ^ r . . or 
1. Such as I I o m matter f^p^i/;«e»f o f a 

/ W ^ C.^.^^/^^^^^.J^^'^ be ^°^P^bL-s for the firft con f t i t u t ion o f 

f hnhits I n d inclinations unto Sins o f any k i n d unmor t i -
t l accordin- unto them. Such are profane Swearers, 

fied, do w ^ l k accô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  OpprelTors, and the l ike 
Drunkards, i^oimcdtovs, , r Q^^^ ^ Cor. 6. 9, 10 n 

; l V t ' ' 8 ^ l 9 r r ^ # ^ 5. a s a M a n ! i v m g 4 d 
K g k . i l > W v ^ < y . ^ ' that i s / ; . ^ . ^ / ; : , w i t h o u t Repentance 
cannot be l a v e d ; 15 a M a n k n o w n to l ive m Sin cannot regu-
S ^ be received in to any Church . T o compo e Churches o f 
Habitual Sinners, and that either as unto Sins ot C o m n u f f i o n , 
or Sins o f O m i f f i o n , is not to e re f t Temples to C h r i f t i but 
Chapels unto the D e v i l . r , ^ , 

2. Such as being i n the f e l l o w f l i i p ot the C h u r c h , are to be 
ndw'omlhed of any tcandalotis Sin, w h i c h i f they repent not of , 
thev are to be cajto^it of the Church, are not meet Members for 
the Conftitution o f a C h u r c h . T h i s is the i f ate o f 



The SuhjeSl Matter of the Church, 5 
t h e m w h o abide Obfiinate in any knorvn Sin, whereby they 
lave given ofcnce unto others, w i t h o u t a profeffed Repentance 

thereof, a l though they have not l ived i n i t habitually. 
3. T h e y are to be fuch as the Defcr ip t ion g iven 

o f Gofpe l Churches i n the Scripture, fo as the Tttks alf igned 
therein unto the Members o f I i j c h Churches, may on goods 
grounds be appropriated unto them. T o compole Churches o f 
:hch perfons as do not v i f i b l y an fwer the charader g iven o f 
w h a t they were o f o l d , and w h a t they were always to be by 
v i r tue o f the L a w o f C h r i f t or Gofpe l - con f t i t u t i on , is not 
C h u r c h Edification but DeftruUion. A n d thofe w h o look on the 
things fpoken o f a l l C h u r c h Members o f o l d , as that they 
were Saint shy calling, lively Jlones i n the houfe o f God, j u f i f e d 
and fan^lified, feparate from the World, & c . as thofe w h i c h were 
i n t hem, and d id indeed belong unto them, but even deride the 
necelTity o f the fame things i n prefent C h u r c l i Members , or 
the Appl ica t ion o f t l i em unto thofe w h o are f b , are t l iemfelves 
no f m a l l part o f that w o f u l Degeneracy w h i c h C h r i f t i a n Rehg ion 
is fal len under. L e t i t then be confidered w h a t is fpoken o f 
the C h u r c h o f the Jews i n their Dedication unto God , as u n t o 
their Typical Holinefs, w i t h the Appl ica t ion o f i t unto C h r i f t i a n 
Churches i n realHolinfs, iPet.2. 5, 9. w i t h the Defc r ip t ion 
g iven o f them conf tan t ly i n the Scripture, as Faithful, Holy, 
Believing, as the Houfe of God, as his Temple where in he dwel ls 
by his Spir i t , as the Body of Chrtfi uni ted and c o m p a r e d by the 
communicat ion o f the Spi r i t unto them ; as alio w h a t is fa id 
concerning their ways , wa lk ings and duties ; and i t w i l l be 
uncontrolably evident o f w h a t fo r t our Church Members on^ht 
t o be ; nor are t l iofe o f any other f o r t able t a d i fcharge the 
Duties w h i c h are incumbent on a l l C h u r c h xMembers, nor to uie 
the Privileges t\\Qv are i n t r u f t e d w i t h a l . Wherefore , l l ay , 
t o fuppofe Churches regularly to conf i f t o f fuch perfons fo r the 
ereater part o f them, as n o w a y an fwer the Defcrtptiongt.ve^ 
of Church Members i n their Or ig ina l I n f t i t u t i o n , nor capable to 
difcharge the Duties prefcribed unto them, but g i v i n g evidence 
o f Habits and anions inconf i f ten t the rewi tha l , is not on ly t o 
d i f t u r b a l l C h u r c h Order, but u t te r ly to .^er^ W tl ie Ends 

I Cor. 
I I . 
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and Being o f Churches. N o r is there any t h i n g more fcanda-
lous u n t o C h r i f t i a n ReUgion, than w h a t Bellarmnc amvms to 
be the judgment o f the Papip i n oppof i t ion unto al l others ; 
namely, that m internd Vtrtm or Grace ts required unto the Con-
(litution of a Church in its Members. L i b . 3. de Ecclef. cap. 2. 

A T h e y m u f t be fuch as do make an open profcjfion of the fub-
nStion of their Souls andConfciences unto the Authority of Chriji 
in the GofpeL and their readinefs to yield Obedience u„to all 
Conmands. T h i s I fuppoic w i l l not be denied ; fo r no ton]> 
doth the Scripture make this Proftfion necdfary unto the par t i 
cipation o f any benefit or privilege o f t^ie G o f p e l ; but the 
nature o f the things themfelves requires indifpenfably that fo i t 
f l iou ld be. For nothing can be more unrealonable than, that 

• M e n fhou ld be taken into the privileges attending Obedience 
unto the L a w s and Commands of C h r i f t , w i t h o u t a v o w i n g or 
nrofeffin^thatO^fi/V^^^e. Wherefore, our Enqu i ry is only w h a t 
is required vtx^tofucha Profcf/on, as may render M e n meet to 
be Members o f a Church , and give them a R i g h t thereunto. 
For to fhppofe fuch a confeff ion o f C h r i f t i a n Rehgion to be 
compUant w i t h the Gofpc l , w h i c h is made by many w h o openly 
live in Sin, hdng difohedtent, and unto every good mrk reprobM^^^ 
is to renounce tlie Gofpe l i t f c l f . C h r i f t is not the H i g h - r r i e i f ot 
fuch a Profe/fon. I f h a l l therefore declare briefly w h a t is 
necelTary unto this Profe0on, that a l l may k n o w w h a t i t is 
w h i c h is required unto the Entrance o f any in to our Churches, 
where in our PraBice hath been _f uft ic .ently traduced 

I There is required unto i t a competent knowledge of the 
Dodirincs and M y f t c r y o f the Gofpe l , cfpecialJy concerning 
the Perfon and Offices of Chri(l. T h e ConfefTion hereof, was 
the ground whereon he granted the Keys of the Kjngdom of 
Heaven, or al l Chu rch Power unto Believers, Mattb. 16. 1 7 , 1 8 , 
19. T h e firft I n f t r u a i o n w h i c h he gave unto his Apof t l cs , was, 
T h a t they fhou ld f^f^f/^ M » by the Preaching of the Gofpe l , i n 
the knowledge o f the T r u t h revealed by h i m . T h e knowledge 
required i n the Members o f the Judaical Church, that they 
mi'-'-ht be Tranfla ted in to the Chrifttan, was pr inc ipal ly , i f not 
b ie ly , that o f his Perfon, and the acknowledgment o f h i m to 
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; the true Mtfflah, the Son o f God. For as on their unbelief 
thereof their Eternal ruine d id depend, as he to ld t hem, tf you 
belkzie not that I am he, you P^all die in your fins ; lb the con-
feflTion o f h i m was iu f f i c i en t on their part unto their Admi lTion 
i n to the Goipel C h u r c h State. A n d the Reafbns o f i t are ap
parent. W i t h others, an I n r t r u f t i o n i n a l l the Myf t e r i e s o f 
R e l i g i o n , efpecially i n thoie that a.vQ fundamental, is neceifary 
un to the ProfelTion w e enquire after. So Jufiin Martyr tells 
us w h a t pains they took i n thoie P r imi t i ve T imes , to in f t ruQ; 
thofe i n the Myf te r i e s o f Re l ig ion , w h o upom general Con-
viftion of its Truth, were w i l l i n g to adhere unto the Profef f ion 
o f i t . A n d w h a t was their judgment herein, is fu fRc ien t ly 
k n o w n , f r o m the keeping a mul t i tude i n the f f a t e o f Catechu-
wens, before they w o u l d admi t them in to the F e l l o w f h i p o f the 
C h u r c h . T h e y are not therefore to be blamed, they do bu t 
fdifcharge their D u t y , w h o refufe to receive in to C h u r c h -
I C d m m u n i o n f u c h as are ignorant o f the fundamental D o £ i r i n e s 
*and Myf t e r i e s o f the G o f p e l ; or i f they have learned any t h i n g 
o f them f r o m a f o r m o f words , yet really underfiand nothing of 
t hem. T h e promiicuous d r i v i n g o f a l l forts o f perfbns w h o 
have been Baptized i n their I n f ancy , un to a part icipat ion o f a l l 
C h u r c h privileges, is a profanation o f the holy I n f t i t u t i o n s o f 
C h r i f t . T h i s knowledge therefore belonging unto profe f l ion 
is i t f e l f to be profeiTed. 

t . There is required unto \t a profeffedfubjeBion of Soul and 
Confcience unto the Authority of Chrtjl in the Church, T h i s i n 
general is performed by al l that are Baptized w h e n they are 
Adult, as being by their o w n actual confent Baptized in the 
Name ofChrifi. A n d i f is required o f a l l t hem w h o are 
Baptized i n their I n f ancy , w h e n they are able w i t h Fa i t h and 
Unde r f t and ing to profefs their confent unto , ancj ab id ing i n tha t 
Covenant wl ie re in to they were ini t ia ted. 

5. A n I n f t r u d i o n i n , and confent unto the DoBrine of Self-
denial and bearing of the Crofs, i n a particular rnanner : For 
this is made indi fpenfably neceffary by our Saviour h imfe l f , 
unto a l l that w i l l be his Difciples . A n d i t ha th been a great 
difadvantage unto the Glo ry o f C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion , that M e n 
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p B , . , , .have not ^ . f " X that w t o e.er w . l l , may be a C h r i f t i a n 

at an eape rare, w i i jn^s. For i t not only warns us, 
us another account o f thdct^^ o f a l l forts , oft- tmies to 

S ' ^ l ^ - S t e t i f e " — all its Profelfors, 
Death i t l t i r , ^ f ' - a ^ r but alio requires, that at our in i t i a -

S f t h e P , t f f f i ^ f w e c o n L c t a t i g h t the d,-ead o t 
t ion into tne f ' ^ ' ^ ' " "^ , r. undergo them. Hence, m 
them a l l , ^nd engage chee fully^to^^ o f miferies were cont i -

the Pnmm-l f - - ^ ^ ^ ^ f X Embraeed the Chr i lUan R e l i -
' ^ i r ^ ^ ^ undergo them w h o were 

g ion , then ^ l i i n g ^ | ^ ^ , f j ^ce r i ty o f ̂  
? o u X o C n t o u " a l S t n times o f D i f f i c u l t y and Perfecutbn. 
So r^ f mav ftppofe that the Fai th and Confe f f ion o f this D o -
ftrTneTJ^-^-/ ^ndread.nefs for thcCrcfs, is o f ule only m 
d m f o f P t l i - . - , and f o d o t h not belong un to them w h o have 
continual ly the countenance and favour o f publ ick A u t h o i t y . 
I fav i t is, at leaft as they judge, w e l l for t hem ; w i t h others 
i t is not fo , who le ou tward ftate makes the publick a v o w i n g o f 
his D u t y ndifpenfably neceffary unto them : A n d I may add i t 

as m v o w n thoughts , ( though they arc not m y o w n alone) T h a t 
n o n v i t h f t a n d i n g a l l the Countenance that is given unto any 
S r c l by l i ? ^ Magiftracy y^t w h i l H w e are i n this 
W o r l d , thoYe w h 6 w i l l f a i t h fu l l y dilcharge their D u t y , as M i n i -
fte?s o f the Gofpe l efpecia l ly , . fhal l have need to be prepared 
fo r fuffer incs. T o efcape ftiffcrings, and en)oy w o r l d l y advan
tages by finful compliances, or bearing w i t h M e n i n their Sins, 
i s n o G o f p e l D i r e a i o n . ' , ' , . . . . ^ , , 

4 Conviaion and Conffion of Sin, with the way of deli-
verance hy ^eftis Chrift, is that anfwer of a good Conjcience, 
that is i^equired i n the Bapt i i ln o f them that are A d u l t . 

^4 .̂2414. 

f j f f ^ ^ ^ M f U ^ t e i ^ Church. 

been more and better i n f t r u a e d therein. 
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G. A. careful AhJUntme from all known Sins, g i v i n g fcanda 
or oftence, either unto the W o r l d , or unto the C h u r c h o f God 

Cofpe l requires, that this ConfelTion be m a d « ( B ' / > ^ 
the Month Coijfefjion is made unto Salvation) againft ( i . ) Fear, 
i f J Shame, (3 J The Courfe of the l^Vorld, M The Oppoftion 
of a l l Enemies whatever. 

Hence i t appears, that there are none excluded f r o m an E n 
trance in to the C h u r c h State, but Fuch as are either, {i.)grofj/ 
Ignorant, or , ( 2 . ) Perfccutors, or reproachers o f thofe that are 
Good, or o f the ways o f God where in they w a l k ; or, ( 3 . ) Ido
laters ; or , ( 4 . ) M e n fcandalous in their Lives i n the C o m m i f f i o n 
of- Sins, or O m i f f i o n ©f Duties, th rough vi t ious Habi ts or 
I nc l i na t i ons ; or, ( ^ . ) f u c h as w o u l d partake o f G o f p e l - P r i v i 
leges and Ordinances, yet openly a v o w that they will not fub-
mit unto the Law and Commands of Chrifi in the Gofpel, COn 
cerning w h o m , and the l ike , the Scripture R u l e is peremptory 
From fuch turn away. 

A n d herein w e are remote f r o m exceeding the example and 
care o f the P r i m i t i v e Churches. Yea, there are but f e w , i f 
any, that arrive un to i t - T h e i r endeavour was to Preach un to 
a l l they could, and rejoiced i n the multitud'^s that came to hear 
the Word. But i f any d id effay to jo in themfelves unto the. 
C h u r c h , their diligence i n their Examina t ion and I n f t r u d i o n , 
their fevere Enquiries in to their Conver fa t ion , their d i f p o f i n g 
o f them for a long t ime in to a ftate o f Expectation for their 
T r i a l , before their A d m i t t a n c e , were remarkable. A n d 
fome o f the Ancients compla in , t ha t the i r promifcuous Ad
mittance o f a l l forts o f perfbns that w o u l d profefs the G h r i f t i a n 
R e l i g i o n , in to C h u r c h M e m b c r f h i p , w h i c h took place after
wards, ruined al l the Beauty, Order and D i f c i p l i n e o f the 
C h u r c h . 

T h e things afcribed unto thofe w h o are to be efteerned the 
proper Subject Matter of a Vtfibk Church, are fuch as i n the 
judgment of Chanty entit le them unto al l the Appellat ions o f 
Saints; Called, SanCtiff d, that is Vifibly and by Frofeffion, w h i c h 
are g iven unto the Members o f a l l the Churches i n the 
N e w Te f t amen t , and w h i c h m u f t be anfwered i n thofe w h o 
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a i 7 1 t o i t t e d in to that Privilege, i f w e do not w h o l l y neglea 
our onTy Patterns. By thefe things, ^l^^ough^hey Ihould any 
oTthcJ not be real Ling Members o f the M y f t i c a l Body o f 
or ciicui uut ^ <b J p fp i r i t ua l and v i ta l inHu-
C h r i f t , un to -^^^^^^^J^^X^..^^ t h i t B o d y o f C h r i f t unto 
ence; Y^^ a i e t y ^^^Qovernrntnt; as alio meet to 
be e t e t d S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / " ^ none are excluded 

Privileges oflfCo.^'^^^^^^ " ^ ^ ^ X L ^ ' I ^ ^ Scripture and the 

T e f t i S o f ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ""f ^ ' ' ' r , I . ™ be true Members o f V i f i b l e Churches. A n d 
r i f a ma very eafie to be proved ; nor do I k n o w any by 
w h o m i ^ is denied. But the only Quef t ion is. T h a t whereas 
und<^htJlv P''ofij^^» necefl-ary un to a l l Church C o m m u 
n ion ; whether, i f M e n do frofefs thtmfelves Hypocrites m 
State, and Unregenerate i n M i n d , that Profeff ion do i u f t i -
cient ly qua l i fy them fo r Chu rch C o m m u n i o n . A n d whereas 
t W e i s a double Profcf f ion , one by Vi'ords other by 
Works, as. the Apof t l e declares, m i . 16. Whether the la t ei 
be not as interpretative o f the M i n d and ftate o f M e n as the 
f o r m e r ; other conteft w e have w i t h none, i n this matter. 

Bdarmme de Ecckf. Ub. cap f . gives an account out o f 
^ugupne, and that t r u l y , f r o m Brevec. ColUt CoL j . o the 
ftafe o f the Church . " I t d o t h , / « ^ ^ he, conf i f t o f a Soul and 

Body. T i i e Soul is the internal Graces o f the Sp ine ; T h e 
*̂  Body ' i s the Profe i f ion o f t hem, w i t h the Sacraments. A l l 
« t r u e BeUevers m a k i n g Profe f f ion , belong to the Soul and 
" Body o f the Church . Some , (as believing Catechmiem) 
« belong to the Soul, but not to the Body : Others are o f the 
" Body,, but not o f the Sou l ; namely, luch as have no internal 
" Grace or true Fai th and they are l ike the H a i r or the Nai l s , 
" or ev i l Humours in t!ie Body. A n d thereunto adds, T h a t his 
Deinition o f the Church compri^e th this lafifort only; w h i c h 

a l l one, as i f Wfi ftiould define a M a n to be a Thing conjlitutcd 
—miL, 
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and made up of Hair, Nails, and ill Humours ; and let others 
take lKed_ that they have not f u c h Churches. 

The re is no th ing more certain i n matter o f Fa8:, than tha t 
Evangelical Churches at their firfl: c o n f t i t u t i o n , were made u p , 
and d id c o n f i f t o f f uch Members as w e have defcribed, and 
no other. N o r is there one W o r d i n the w h o l e Scripture i n t i 
ma t ing any Conceffion or Permifjion o f C h r i f t , to receive i n t o 
his C h u r c h thole w h o are not ib Qual i f ied . Others have no
t h i n g to plead for themfelves bu t Poffeffion ; w h i c h being 
maU fidei, i l l obtained, and i l l continued, w i l l af ford them no 
real advantage, w h e n the t ime o f t r i a l f h a l l come. Where 
fore, i t is certain that fuch they ought to be. N o M a n , as I 
fuppofe , is come unto that profl igate fenfe o f Spi r i tua l th ings , 
as to deny. T h a t the Members of the Church ought to be vtjibly 
Holy. For i f f b , they may a f f i r m , that a l l the promifes and 
privileges made and granted to t l ie C h u r c h , do belong 
un to t h e m w h o vifibly live and die in their Sins; w h i c h 
is t o ove r th row the Gofpe l . A n d i f they ought f o to he, 
and were f b at firft , w h e n they are not f b , openly and. 
vifibly, there is a declenfion f r o m the Or ig ina l C o n f t i t u t i o n 
o f Churches, and a S i n f u l Dev ia t ion i n t hem f r o m the R u l e 
o f C h r i f t . 

T h i s Or ig ina l C o n f t i t u t i o n of Churches, w i t h r e f p e f l u n t o 
thtvc Members, was fo r the fubftance o f i t , as w e obferved, pre
ferred i n the P r imi t ive T in ie? , w h i l f t Perfecution f r o m w i t h o u t , 
was continued, and Di fc ip l ine preferved w i t h i n . I have i n 
part declared before, w h a t great care and c i rcumfpe£l : ion the 
C h u r c h then ufed i n the Admiffion o f any i n to their F e l l o w f h i p 
and Order, and w h a t t r i a l they were to undergo, before they 
were received ; and i t is k n o w n al io, w i t l i v^Xrsx fcvere Difci-
pline they watched over the Fa i th , w a l k i n g , converfation and 
manners o f all their Members . Indeed, fuch was their care 
and diligence hcrein,that. there is fcarce le f t i n fbme Churches, at 
prefent, the leaft Refemblance or Appearance o f w h a t was their 
State and manner o f Ru le . Wherefore , fome t h i n k i t meet t o 
A f c e n d no higher i n the imi t a t ion o f the P r imi t ive Churches, 
than the times o f the Chrifiian Emperours, w h e n a l l things 
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be<'an to r i i l h i n t o the iatal Apof ta f ie , w h i c h I l i i a l l here fpcak 
a i t t t le farther u n t o : For , . . 

U p o n the £»?/er^?//rj Embracuig C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion , 
whereby not only ou tward Peace and 'n-anqui l i ty was fl^cured 
un to the Church , but the ProfefTion o f C h r i f h a n Re l ig ion was 
rminrenanced, encouraged , honoured and rewarded ; the 

S r e and Umge^e o f the Churches about t h e ^ ^ ; . f c 
o f Members, were i n a great meafure rehnquiHied and for -
faken. T h e Rulers of the Church began to t h i n k , that the 
Glory o f i t conf i f led i n its mmbers; f i n d i n g both their o w n 
Power , Veneration and Revenue encreafl^d thereby. _ I n a 
Z r t t ime , the Inhabitants o f whole Cities and Provinces, 
i n o n a bare ou tward ProfefTion, were admitted in to Churches. 
A n d then began the outward Court, tha t is, all that w h i c h 
belongs unto the ou twa rd W o r f h i p and Order o f the C h u r c h , 
to be trampled on by the Gentiles not kept any more to the mex-
Cure o f Scripture Ru le , w h i c h thenceforth was applied only 
to the Temple of God and them that W o r f l i i p p e d tlierein : For 
this corrupt ion o f the C h u r c h , as to the matter o f i t , was the 
occafion and means o f in t roducing all that corrupt ion i n 
Doctrine, JVorJbip, Order and Rule w h i c h enfi ied, and endec 
i n the great Apof t acy . For whatever belonged unto any o f 
thefe things, efpecially thefe that conf i f t i n practice, were 
accommodated un to the Itate o f the Members o f the Churches: 
A n d fuch they were as flood i n need fuperftitious Rites to be 
mixed w i t h their W o r f b i p , as_ not underf landing the Power 
and Glory o f that w h i c h is S p i r i t u a l ; f i i c h as no interef t i n 
Church Order could be commit ted unto , feeing they were not 
qual i f ied to bear any fhare i n i t ; f u c h as ftood in need o f a 
Rule over them , w i t h Grandeur and Power, l ike unto t l ia t 
among the Gentiles. Wherefore , the Accommodat ion o f a l l 
C h u r c h concerns, unto the ftate and condi t ion o f fuch corrupt 
Members as Churches were filled w i t h , and at length made 
up of, proved the R u i n e o f the Church i n a l l its Order and 
Beauty. 

But f o i t f e l l out , that i n the Proteflant Reformation o f the 
C h u r c h , very l i t t l e regard was had tlicrcunto-. T h o f e great 

• • • and 
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and w o r t h y Perfbns w h o were called unto that W o r k , d id fet 
Ithemfelves pr inc ipa l ly , yea, folely fo r the m o f t part , againf t 
the falfe Do^rtne and Idolatrous Worjhip o f the Church of 

\Rome; as j udg ing , tha t i f they were removed and taken away , 
the people by the EfHcacy o f T r u t h and Order o f Worflaips 
w o u l d be ret r ived f r o m the ev i l o f their ways , and P r imi t ive 
HoUnefs be again reduced among t hem. For they thought i t 
was the Do^rine and Worjhip o f that C h u r c h , w h i c l i had 
filled the people w i t h Darknefs and corrupted their Converfa-

I t ions. N o r d id they abfblutely judge amifs therein : _ For 
a l though they were themfelves at f i r f t introduced i n compliance 
w i t h the ignorance and wickednefs o f the people, yet they 
were fu i ted to promote t hem, as \vd\ zs to countenance them ; 
w h i c h they d id e i f equa l ly . Hence i t c a m e t o p a f s , that the 
Refo rma t ion o f the C h u r c h as unto the matter o f i t , or the 

i P u r i t y and HoUncis o f its Members , was not i n the leaft a t tem-
Ipted, u n t i l Calvin let up his Difcipline at Geneva, w h i c h ha th 
[ f i l led the W o r l d w i t h clamours againft h i m f r o m that day to 
this. I n m o f t other places. Churches, i n the matter o f t hem, 

{continued the fame as they were i n the Papacy, and i n many 
places as bad i n their Lives as w h e n they were Papijls. 

But this Method was defigned i n the H o l y , W i f e Providence 
| o f God , for the good and advantage o f the C h u r c h , i n a / r c -

yrejjive Reformation, as i t had made a gradual Progrefs i n to 
fi ts decay. For had the Reformers i n the firft place, fet them-
felvcs to remove out o f the C h u r c h f i i c h as were unmeet for its 

[Communion, or to have gathered out o f t h e m fijch as were meet 
Members o f the Church according to its O r i g i n a l l n f t i t u t i o n ; 
i t w o u l d th rough the paucity of the number o f thofe w h o could 
have complied w i t h the D c l i g n , have greatly o b f t r u d e d , i t no t 

lu t t e r ly defeated their endeavour for the Reformation of Doffrine 
land I'VorJhip. T h i s was that i n the Preaching o f the Gofpe l 
land the ProfeflTion o f i t , w h i c h God hath fince made eifcQiual, 
i n thefe Nations efpscially, and i n other places, to t u r n M u l t i 
tudes f r o m DarL'nejs to Light, and from the Porver of Satan unto 

Uiimfelf, tranflating them into the KJngdom of His dear Son. 
Hereby w a y is made for a neceffary addi t ion unto the w o r k of 
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Reformat ion , i f not to the c lof ing o f i t , w h i c h could not at 
fii-ft be attained u n t o , nor w e l l attempted ; namely t l ic 
R e d u d i o n o f Churches, as unto their matter, or the Members 
o f them unto their Pr imi t ive I n f t i t u t i o n . ^ . 

T h e f u m o f w h a t is defigned i n this Di lcour le , is tins on ly . 
W e defire no more to conf t i tu te Church Members, and w e can 
dcfire no lefs, than w h a t i n judgment o f C h a n t y may comply 
w i t h the Vnion that is between C h r i f t the Head and the 
C h u r c h : i Cor. 12. 27. -[-- - .• - , 
2 Cor. 1 1 . 1 , 1 8 . 1 rhef 1.1,2, & c . that may i n the fame 
judgment anfwer the w a y o f the beginning and increafe o f the 
C h u r c h according unto the W i l l ot God, w h o adds unto the 
C h u r c h fuch as i h a l l be f a v c d , M . 2. 47 . the Rule o f our 
receiving o f them, being becaufe he hath received them, Rom. 14. 
, 2. that may anfwer that Profeff ion o f Fai th w h i c h was the 
Foundation o f the Church , w h i c h was not what/e//& and blood, 
but rvhat God himfelf revealed, Matth. i6. 16. a n d n o t f u c l i as 
have a f o r m o f Godlinefs but deny the Power thereot , 2Ttm. 
,3 c W e acknowledge that many Church Members are not 
w h a t they ought to be , but that many Hypocrites may be 
among them ; that the judgment w h i c h is palled on the 
C o n f e l i o n and Profeff ion o f them that are tobe A d m i t t e d i n t o 
Churches, is charitative, proceeding on evidence o f mora l 
Probabil i ty, not determining the reality o f the things hem-
<h\vet- that there are fundry meafures o f L i g h t , Knowledge , 
•Experience f n d Abil i t ies and Readinefs o f M i n d i n thofe that 
a r e ^ t r b c Admi t t ed , al l whofe Circumftances are du lv to be 
confidered, w i t h indulgence unto their weakneffes: A n d i t the 
Scripture w i l l a l low us any fur ther Lat i tude, w e are ready to 

^ " O u r p r e f e n t Enqu i ry yet remaining on thcfe confidei-ations. 
W h a t is our D u t y in point of Commmmn wtthjuch Churches 

Eph. 2. 22. Cor. V i 6 , 17. 

is are made up or compoied o f Members v f i d y unholy-, or 
t^c^^ as comply not w i t h the Qualifications that are by the Rules 
o f the Gofeel indifpenfably required, to give unto any a 
Regular entrance in to the Church , w i t h a participation o t i t s 
Piwileses For i t is i n va in t o e x p e d , thzi fuch Churches mil 
r i i v i i c ^ w . Reform 
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Reform themfelves, by any A f t , D u t y or Power o f their o w n ; 
feeing the generality o f t l i e m are j u f t l y fuppofed averfe f ron i ; 
and enemies unto any fuch W o r k . I a n f w e r therefore , 

I . I t m u f l be remembred, that Communion mth farticular 
Churches is to be regulated abfblute ly by Edification. N o M a n 
is or can be obliged to abide i n or confine h i m f e l f un to the 
C o m m u n i o n o f any particular Churqh , any longer, than i t is 
f o r his Edification. A n d this l iber ty is a l lowed unto a l l perfbns 
by the Church of England. For , a l l ow a M a n to be born i n 
inch a Parifij, to be baptized i n i t , and there educated ; ye t , 
i f at any t ime he judge tha t the Miniflry of the Parifl) is no t 
u f e f u l unto his Edi f ica t ion , he may w i t h d r a w f r o m a l l C o m 
m u n i o n i n that Parijh, by the removal o f his Hab i ta t ion , i t 
may be to the next door. Wherefore , 

X. I f the cor rupt ion o f a C h u r c h , as to the matter of it, be 
f u c h as that , 

1. I t is imonfificnt w i t h , and over th roweth all that Com
munion that ought to be among the Members o f the fame 
C h u r c h , i n love without diffimulation, whe reo f w e f h a l l treat 
af terwards. 

2. I f the fcandals and offences w h i c h m u f l o f necefli ty abound 
i n fuch Churches, be really obftruStive o f Ed i f i ca t ion . 

3. I f the ways and walking the generality o f their M e m -
;rs, be diQionourable unto the Gofpe l , and the ProfefTion o f 

i t , g i v i n g no Reprefentat ion o f the holinefs o f C h r i f t or his 
D o £ t r i n e . 

4. I f f uch Churches do not^ cannot, n?////wf R e f o r m t h e m -
ielves: T h e n , . 

I t is the D u t y o f every M a n w h o takes care o f his o w n 
prefent Edi f ica t ion , and the fu tu re fa lvat ion o f his Soul, peace
ably to withdrarv from the Commumon of fuch Churches, and to 
jo in i n fuch o the r s , where all the ends o f Chu rch Societies 
may i n fome meafure be obtained. M e n may not only do f b , . 
bccaufe all obligation unto the ufe o f means for the a t ta ining o f 
f l i ch an end, do th ceafe, w h e n the means are not fu i t cd there
u n t o ; but o b f i r u a i v e o f its attainment", but alfo the g i v i n g o f 

Tcftimony hereby againfl: the Declenfion f r o m the Rule 
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o f C h r i f t i n the I n f t i t u t i o n o f Churches, and the diOionour 
that bv this means is ref leaed on the Gofpel , is neceffary unto 
all that defire to acquit themlelves as Loyal Subjeas unto their 
L o r d and K i n g . A n d i t cannot be quelhoned by any, w h o 
under ftand the nature, ufe and end ot W C W . e . 
b u t t h a t a r e h n q u i f h m e n t o t the Rule o f the Gofpel i n any o 
them as unto the praaice o f Holinels , is as , u f t a caufe of 
w i t h d r a w i n g C o m m u n i o n f r o m them, as their fo r f ak ing the 
f i m c Rule i n D o a r i n e and W o r f h i p . • .„ 

I t may be fbme w i l l judge that fundry wconvcmencesyjxW 
enfiie on this A f f e r t i o n , w h e n any have a m i n d to p rad i fe ac
cording unto i t . But when the matter ot F a a fuppofed , is 
f u c h as is capable o f an uncontrollable evidence, no tncon-
venieme can enfiie on the praaice direaed_ unto , any w a y 
to be compared unto the mifchkf ob l ig ing Believers to 
abide always i n fuch Societies, to the ruine of their Souls. 

T w o things may be yet enquired in to , that relate unto this 
part o f the ftate o f Evangelical Churches : As , 

I . Whether a Church may not , ought no t , to take under its 
Condu^, I n f p e a i o n and Ru le , f uch as are not yet meet to be 
received in to f u l l C o m m u n i o n j fuch as are the C^/7^/re» and 
Servants o f thqfe w h o are compleat Members o f the Church.. 
Jiitfxv. N o doubt the Church in its OfHcers, may and ought fb to 
do ; and i t is a great ev i l w h e n i t is n e g k a e d . For , ( i . ) T h e y 
are to take care o f Parents and Majlcrs as fuch , and as unto the 
difcharge o f their D u t y i n their Fami l i e s ; w h i c h , w i t h o u t an 
infpedt ion in to the condit ion o f their Children and Servants, 
they cannot do. (^i.') Houfljolds conf tan t ly reckonec 
unto the Church , when, the Heads o f the Families were entree 
into Covenant, Luk. 19. 9. A£f. i6. 15. Rom. 16. 10, n , 
I Cor. J. 16. 2 Tim. 4 . 19. ( 5 . ) Children to belong unto , anc 
have an In te re f t i n their Parents Covenant; not only in the 
p romi fe 'o f i t , w h i c h g ives ' them R i g h t unto Baptifm ; but i n 
the ProfefTion o f i t i n the Church Covenant, w h i c h gives them 
a R i g h t unto all the Privileges o f tl ie Church , whereof they 
are capable, u n t i l they vo lun ta r i ly r e l i nqu i fh t l ic i r c la im unto 
them. ( 4 . ) Baptizing the Children of Church Members, g i v i n g 

. . J i i s t t 



I he SubjeSi Matter of the Churchy ' 

t l i e m thereby an A d m i f f i o n in to the v i f ib le Catholkk Church, 
puts an Obl iga t ion on the Officers o f t l ie C h u r c h , to take care, 
w h a t i n them i ie th , that they may be kept and prelervec 
?neet Members o f i t , by a due wa tch over t hem, and i n i f r u a i o n 
o f them. (5-,) T h o u g h neither the C h u r c h nor its Privileges 
be continued and prcferved as o f o ld , by carndgtneration ; • yet, 
becaufe o f the nature o f the Di fpen fa t ion o f Gods Covenant , 
where in he ha th promifed to be a God unto Belkvers and their 
Sttd ; the advantage o f the means o f a gracious Educat ion i n 
fuch^ Fami l ies , and o f converf ion and edification i n the 
M i n i f t r y o f the Church , ordinarily the cont inuat ion o f the 
C h u r c h , is to depend on the addit ion o f Members out o f the 
Families already incorporated i n i t . T h e Church is not to be 
l ike the K i n g d o m o f the Mamalukes, where in there was no 
regard unto natural SuccefiTors ; bu t i t was continual ly made 
u p o f Strangers and Foreigners incorporated in to i t : N o r l ike 
the beginning o f the Roman Common-weal, w h i c h c o n f i f t i n g 
o f Men only , was l ike to have been the matter o f one Jge 
alone. 

T h e D u t y o f the Church towards this f o r t o f perfons, con-
fifts, ( r . ) I n Prayer for them. ( 2 . ) Catechetkal Infiruclion o f 
t h e m , according unto their Capacities. (^1^ Advice to their 
Parents concerning them. ( 4 . ) Vifitingoi t hem i n the Families 
whereunto they do belong. ( 5 . ) Encouragement o f them , or 
Admonkion according as there isoccaf ion. ( 6 . ) D/>ec7/o» fo r a; 
due preparation unto the j o in ing themfelves unto the C h u r c h , 
i n f u l l C o m m u n i o n . ( 7 . ) Exclujion o f them f r o m a claim unto 
the part icipat ion o f the efpecial Privileges o f the C h u r c h , 
where they render themfelves v i f i b l y unmeet fo r t hem, and 
u n w o r t h y o f them. ,: 

T h e n c g l e d o f this D u t y brings unconceivable prejudice 
unto Churches, and i f continued i n , w i l l prove their Ru ine . 
For they are not to be preferved, propagated and continued, 
at the eafie rate o f a conftant f u p p l y by the carnal baptizedpo-
fierity o f thofc w h o do at any t ime j u f t l y or u n j u f t l y belong 
unto them : But they are to prepare a meet fupply of Members, 
by a l l the f p i r i t u a l means w h o l e admin i f t r a t ion t l iey are i n -

D t r u f t e d 
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t ru f t ed w i t h a l . A n d berides,one end o f Churches , is , to / ' r£/ ( ' r t^e rhs 
Covenant of God i n the Families once graciouQy taken thereinto. 
T h e nea l ed therefore herein, is carefully to be watched againif. 
A n d i t do th arife, ( i j F rom an ignorance of the Duty, m m o i l 
that are concerned i n i t . ( 2 . ) F r o m the paucity of Officers m m o f t 
Churches both Teaching and R u h n g , w h o are to attend unto 
i t (? ; T h e rvant of a Teacher or Catechift i n every Church , 
w h o l l i ou ld attend only unto the i n f t r u f t i o n o f this fort o f 
perfons. ( 4 . ) Want of n [enfe of their Duty m Parents and 
Maf t e r s . ( i . ) I n not valuing ar ight t h e ^ r e ^ / ^ n W f ^ e ot havmg 
their Ch i ld ren and Servants under the m f p e a i o n , care and 
bleffinc^ o f the Church . ( 2 . ) I n not/>//7//;7^Mnto them a fenfe 
o f ir w i t h the Duties that are expefted f r o m them, on the 
account o f their Relat ion unto the Church . ( ^ ) I n not hri»gi»g 
them duly unto the Church AlTemblies. ( 4 . ) I n not preparing 
and d i fpo f ing them unto an actual entrance m t o f u l l C o m 
m u n i o n w i t h the Church . ( 5 . ) I nno t^^^# .^wi t InheF l^^^^^^^ 
o f the Church about them- A n d , ( 6 . ) Flpecial ly by a n / « ^ « / -
Ztnce unto that loofe and carelefs k ind o f Education m Conto r -
L i t y unto the W o r l d , w h i c h generally prevails. Hence i t is, 
that m o f t o f t hem on various accounts andoccafions, droport 
here and there f r o m the C o m m u n i o n o f the Church , and alf 
RdatTon l e ' eunto , w i t h o u t the leaft r e f p e a unto them or 
enquiry after them ; Churches being fupphed by f u c h as aie 

' ' ' ^ ^ r ^ ^ X ^ i n the kind and number o f their 
Officers fu f f ic ien t to attend unto a l l the Duties and occahons of 
them - where whole Familks, i n t h e c o n j u n a i o n o f theHeads 
o f t hem unto the Church , are Dedicated unto G o d , according 
unto the fevcral capacities o f thofe whereof they do conf i f t ; 
where the Defign o f the Church is to provide for its o w n 
fucce(fve continuation i n the prefervation o f the Intc|i-eft o f Gods 
Covenant i n the Families taken the re in to ; where P.re..r.^ 
X e m themfelves accountable unto God and the C h u r c h , 
T Z t o the Relation of their Ch i ld ren thereunto, there is pro-
v i f i on for Church Order , Ufefulnefs and Beauty, beyond w h a t 
is,ufuaUy to beoblervcd.. , ^ 

I: 
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2. T h e efpecial D u t y o f theChmchm Jdmi^en of Memheri 
i n the t ime o f great Perfecution, may be a l i t t l e enquired i n t o . 
A n d , ( i . ) I t is evident, that in the Jpofolical and Primitive 
Times, the Churches were exceeding careful not to admit i n to 
their fbciety , f uch as by w h o m they m i g h t be betrayed unto the 
rage o f their Perfecuting Adverfaries. Ye t , not w i t h ftanding 
al l their care, they could fe ldom avoid i t ; bu t that w h e n Per-
iecut ion g rew fevere, fome or other w o u l d f a l l f r o m t h e m , 
either out o f fear, w i t h the power o f T e m p t a t i o n , or by a 
di lcovery o f their latent hypocrife and unbelief, un to their great 
t r i a l and d i f t re f s . H o w e v e r , they were not fo fcrupulous 
herein, w i t h r e f p e f l unto their o w n fafe ty , as to exclude f u c h 
as gave a tolerable account o f the i r f m c e r i t y ; but i n the difcharge 
o f their D u t y , commi t ted themfelves unto the care o f Jefiis 
C h r i f t . A n d this is the R u l e whereby w e ought t o w a l k o n 
f u c h occafions. Wherefore , ( 2 . ) O n f u p p o f i t i o n o f the efta-
blijhment of Idolatry, and Ptrfecution, there or i n any place, as 
i t was o f o ld , under , firft the Pagan, and afterwards the 
Antichriftian T y r a n n y ; the C h u r c h is obliged to receive i n t o 
its Care and C o m m u n i o n all f uch as, ( i . ) Plee from Idols, and 
are ready to c o n f i r m their T e f t i m o n y againf t t h e m w i t h 
f u f f e r i n g . (2.) M a k e profeffion of the truth o f the Gofpe l o f the 
D o f t r i n e o f C h r i f t , efpecially as unto his Perfbn and Offices 9 
are, f 3.^ Free i^om fcandalous Sins ; and, (^4.) A r c willing to 
give up themfelves unto the Ru le o f C h r i f t i n the C h u r c h , and a 
fubjedt ion unto al l his Ordinances and I n f t i t u t i o n s therein. For 
i n f u c h a fcafon, thefe things are fo f u l l an indicat ion o f f m c e r i t y , 
as that i n the judgment o f C h a r i t y , they render M e n meet to 
be Members o f the v i f ib le C h u r c h . A n d i f any o f this f o r t 
o f perfbns, t h rough the feveri ty o f the C h u r c h i n their non Ad
miffion o f t hem, f l i o u l d becaf t on a conjunct ion i n Superfti t ious 
and Idolatrous W o r f l i i p , or be o the rwi fc expofed unto T e m 
ptations and Difcouragements prejudicial un to their Souls, I 
k n o w not h o w fuch a C h u r c h can anfwer the re fufa l o f t h e m 
unto the great and univerfa l Paftor o f the whole F lock . 
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