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great difFerences about the 4iature and manner o f the C a l l o f 
M e n un to this Office^ yet none w h o underf tand ough t o f thefe 

[things, can deny, but that i t is an and D a f ; - o f the C h u r c h ; 
w h i c h the C h u r c h alone is impowered by C h r i f t to put f o r t h 
and exert. B u t this w i l l more f u l l y appear i n the confidcrat ion 
o f the nature and manner o f this Ca l l o f M e n un to the Paftoral 
Office, and the ad ings o f the C h u r c h therein. 

T H E Call of ferfons wmo th& PaftoTAl Office i n the C h u r c h 
k o n f i f t s o f T w o Parts, (^i.) Election, (jz^ Ordit7ation, as i t is 
i commonly called, or facred Separation by F a d i n g and Prayer. 
I A s unto the f o r m e r , Four things m u f t be enquired i n t o , 
( r . ) W h a t ispreviofts unto i t or preparatory fo r i t . ^ 2 . ) Wherein 
i t do th c o n f i l l . ( j . ) I t s ;?ece,^/'j, o r t h e demonf t ra t ion o f i ts 
T r u t h and I n f t i t u t i o n . ( 4 . ) W h a t influence i t hath i n to the 
commit nicAt ion o f PaftoralrOffice-Power unto a Paftor i b chofen. 

I . T H A T w h i c h is previous u^to.it, is, the Meetnefs of the 
Perfon for his Office and Wori:, tha t is to be chofen. I t cap 
never be the D u t y o f the C h u r c h to call or choofe an unmeet^ 
an unqual i f ied, a n unprepared Perfon unto this Office. N o 
pretended necefl i ty, no o u t w a r d motives can enable or wan-ant 
i t f b to do, nor can i t by any outrvard afl; whatever the R u l e 
or Solemnity o f i t be, communicate Minifterid Authority un to 
Perlbns ut ter ly unqual i f ied for ,and uncapable o f the dilcharge o f j 
the Paf to ra l Off ice according unto the Ru le o f the Scripture. A n d 
this hath been one great means o f debafing the Miniftery, and 
a lmof t r u i n i n g the C h u r c h i t f e l f ; either by the negledt o f thofe 
w h o f u p p o i e themfelves ent ruf ted w i t h the whole power of Ordi-
nation, ox ]3y Impof i t ions on them by Secular Paver, and Patrons 
of Livings as they are called, w i t h the ftated Regula t ion o f 
their Proceedings herein, by a defective L a w , whence there 
ha th not been a due regard unto the .antecedent preparatory 
Qualifications o f thofe w h o are called unto the M i n i f t r y . 

T W O ways is the Mf^^^e /} o f any one made k n o w n and to 
be judged of . ( i . ) By an CT̂ /Wewe given o f the ^ i f / f / f t - i ^ / o / ^ j - i n 
h i m before-mentioned. T h e Church is not to call or choole 
any one to Office w h o is mX- knoivn unto t h e m ; o f who le f rame 
o f I p i r i t , and w a l k i n g , they have not had fome experience; 
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not a Novice, or one lately come un to them. H e m u f t be 
one w h o by his ways and w a l k i n g hath obtained agoodRepon^ 
even among them that are xvithouty fo far as he is k n o w n ; un le f t 
they be enemies or fcoffers ; and one that hath m fome good 
meafure evidenced his Faith , Love and Obedience unto Jefus 
C h r i f t i n the Church . T h i s is the chief Tntft that the 
^ r d C h r i f t hath commit ted unto his Churches ; and i f 

they are negligent h e r e i n , or i f at all-adventures they w i l l 
impofe an Off icer i n h i sHoufc upon h i m w i t h o u t tofaaion of 
his M e e / w / i u p o n due enquiry, i t is a great d i fhonour unto 
h i m and provocation o f h i m . Here in principa l y are Churches 
S e th^ Overfeers o f their o w n Pur i ty and Edif ica t ion . T o 
deny them Jhility o f a r igh t judgment herein, ^^liberty 
f o r the ufe and exercife o f i t , is Er ror and T y r a n n y . But that 
F lock w h i c h Chrift pirchafed and purified with hts own bloody 
K thoueht by fome to be l i t t l e better than an H e r d o f brute 
Beafts Where there is a d e f e d o f this perfonai knowledge 
for w a n t o f oppor tun i ty , i t may be fuppl ied by Tef t imonies 
o f unqueftionable A u t h o r i t y . Ta.) By a trial of hts Gifts for 
Edification. T h e f e are thofe Spiri tual Endowments w h i c h the 
L o r d C h r i f t grants, and the H o l y Spir i t Works i n the M i n d s o f 
M e n fo r this very end that the C l i u r c h may be profited by 
them' I Cor.. 12. 7. A n d w e m u f t at prefl^nt take i t for granted, 
chat every true Church o f C h r i f t , that is fo inthe^^^^^er and 
f o r m o f i t , is able to judge i n fome competent meafure w h a t 
G i f t s o f xMen are fu i ted unto their o w n Edi f ica t ion . But yet m 
m a k i n g a judgment hereof,one Diretiive means is the Advice of 
other Hlders and Churches, w h i c h they are obliged to make 
vSk o f f by v i r tue o f the C o m m u n i o n o f Churches, and the 
avoidance o f offence i n their w a l k i n that C o m m u n i o n . 

2. A S to the nature of this Election, C a l l or Choice o f a 
^'erfon k n o w n , t r ied , and judged, meetly quahfied for the 
Vaftoral Office, i t is an A d o f the who le Church , that is, of 
the Fraternity w i t h their Elders^ i f t l iey have any. For a 
Paftor m^y be chofen unto a Church w h i c h hath other Teachers, 
Elders, or Officers a\vea.dy inf la ted i n i t . I n this cale their con
currence i n the choice intended, is nccclfary by w a y o f common 
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fuf f rage , not o f A u t h o r i t y or Off ice-Power . ¥ot Ele£tion \$ 
n o t of Authority, but o f L i b e r t y and Power, where in 
the who le C h u r c h i n the Fra terni ty is equal. I f there be no 
Officers ftated i n the C h u r c h before, as i t was w i t h the Churches 
i n the P r imi t ive T i m e s , on the firft Ord ina t ion o f Elders among 
t hem, this £/t'^/(3/« belongs un to the Fra te rn i ty . : ; 

T H A T therefore w h i c h w e have n o w to prove, is this ; 
T h a t i t is the M i n d and W i l l o f Jefus C h r i f t , that wee? Perfbns 
f h o u l d be called unto the Pajlord Office (o r any other Off ice i n 
t l ie C h u r c h ) by the EleBioft and Choice o f the Church i t l e l f 
whereunto they are called, antecedently un to a facred fo lemn 
leparat ion unto their r e lped ive Off ices : For , ; 

1 . U N D E R the Old Tcfiament there were three ways where^ 
by M e n were called unto O^ce i n the C h u r c h - J T h e y werp 
To extraordinarily and immediately by the nominat ion and de-
i i g n a t i o n o f God h imfe l f . So Aaron was called unto the Pr ie f t -
hood, and others a f t e rward , as Samuel, to be Prophets. ( 2 . ) By 
a la\v of Carnal Generation ; f b all the Priefts o f the Pofterity of 
Aaron fucceeded in to the Office o f the Pr ief thood, w i t h o u t any 
other call . ( 5 . ) By the choice of the people, w h i c h was the call o f 
a l l the ordinary Elders and Rulers o f the C h u r c h , jDe«f. i . i J . 
"^9? ''^'7, Giue to your fthes. I t was required o f the people, 
that they ftiould i n the firft place, make a judgment on their 
Qualifications for the Off ice whereunto they were called. M e n 
i n o w n unto t l i em for Wi re ,Unde r f t and ing , Righ teous ,walk ing 

i n the Fear of God, they were to look out , and then to prelent 
t hem unto Mofes for their feparation un to Office, w h i c h is 
E l e£ l i 3n . I t i i t rue, that Ex0d.1i. l y . I t is laid that Mo/e j 

hofe the Elders. But i t is frequent i n the Scripture, that where 
any t h i n g is done by many, where one is chief, that is afcribec 
indifferent ly cither to the many, or to the chief Director. Sois 
i t fa id , Ifraelfent Meffengers, Numbers, 11. 2 1 . Mofcs, fpeaking 
o f the fame things, fays, / fent Mejfengers, Deut . 2. 26. So 

Chron , 19. 19. They made peace rvith ''David and ferved him ; 
w h i c h is 2 Sam. 10. 19. They made peace with Ifrael and fer-ved 
thein. S^e alfb i Kjng. 1 1 . 12. w i t h zChron. 25. i i . asalfo 

Chron. 16. r . w i t h x Sam, 6^ 17. and the fame may be obJfcrved 
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i l l GtlicrfjkGCS. Wherefore the people clwfe thefe Elders under 
the c o n d u d and guidance o f Mofes, w h i c h d i re f t s us unto the 
r igh t interpretat ion o f ^<f? 14. 23- whercot w e Qiall f p e a k i m -
mediately. . . , r j • 

T H E F i r f t o f thefe ways was repeated m the foundation o f 
the Evangelical Church. C h r i f t h i m i e l f was called unto his Office 
bv tlie Father, th rough the u n f t i o n o f the f p i n t , I fa. 60. Hek 5. 
/ n d he h i m l c l f called the y^/'.^/Ze/ ^nd EvangeUp, i n w h o m 
t l i a t call cealed. T h e fecond ordinary way by thcprtvilege of 
natural Generation o f the ftock of the Pricfts, was u t ter ly aba 
: l i f l ied. T h e th>rd way only remained, for the ordinary conti 
nuat ion of the C h u r c h ; n^x^dy, hyt\^<^Chotce andEkaton^<l 
t he Church i t fe l f , w i t h folemn Separation and Dedication by 
O/f/fe''^ extraordinary or ordinary. ^ , , ^ n ; ^ , . 

- ^ T H E firft inftance o f t l ic Choice o f a Church-Off icer Iiad 
o mivn i re i n i t o f the f r f t and later w a y , i n the cale ot Mat^ 
thZ L was able^to be a Ch.rch-Offtcer \.z had the choice 
and eonfent o f t!ie C h u r c h ; as he was to bean Apftlt or an ex
traordinary 0//Ver, there W3s an immediate divine d i f p o f i t i o n 
o f h i m into his Office ; the latter to give h i m Apof to l i ca l A u t h o 
r i t y , the former to make h i m a prefident o f the fu tu re ad ings 
o f the Church i n the call o f their 0 / / f e r J . 

I i k y this being the firft example and pattern o f the call ing o t 
any Perfon unto Office i n the C h r i f t i a n Church-Scatc, wherem 
there was an interpofi t ion o f the ordinary adtings o f M e n is 
eft^bliftacd as a Ruk and Prcfidcnt not to be changed, altered or 
departed f r o m , i n any Age o f tlie Church whatever. I t is f o , 
•asunto wha t was o f common Right and E q u i t y , w h i c h bciongec 
unto the whole Church . A n d I cannot but wonder , h o w M e n 
d u r f t ever r e j c f t and d i fanu l t l i is di'vitic Example and Rule . Jt 
w i l l not avail t h e m to fay, that i t is only a matter of Fact, and 
not a precept or i n / f i t u t i o n that is recorded. For , ( i . ) I t 
FaB lef t on record i n the holy Scripture for our I n f t r u f t i o n 
and Di re£ t ion . ( 2 . ) I t is an example o f the Apof t lcs and the 
whole Church propofed unto us, w h i c h i n a l l t h i n g s , • not 
o therwi lc determined, hath t l i e force o f an in f t i cu t ion . f ' j . ) I f 
there was no more i n i t but this, that w e have a matter of 
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common R igh t , , determined andappUed by the V^ i fdom o f the 
Apof t i e s , and the. entire C h u r c h o f Believers at that t ime i n the 
; W o r l d , i t were an i m p i e t y to depart f r < m i t , unleis i n ca feo f 
j t he u t m o f t neceffi ty. 
I W H E R E A S , w l i a t is here recorded was i n the call o f an 
lApofile, i t ftrengthens the A r g u m e n t w h i c h hence w e plead. 
{For i f i n the extraordinary call oi an A p o f t l e , i t was the m i n d 
c f C h r i f t , that t l ie Fra terni ty or Multitude f h o u l d have the 

; Hbercy o f their fu i f rage , h o w m u c h more is i t certainly his 
I m i n d , that i n the ordinary call o f their o w n peculiar Off icers , 
i n w h o m , under h i m , the concernment is their o w n on ly , thajt 
this Right r i iould be continued unto t h e m ? 

T H E orda- o f the proceeding o f the C h u r c h herein is d i -
ftindly declared. For , ( i . ) T h e number o f the C h u r c h a t 

i that t ime , that is o f the Men, was about an Hundred and Twentyy 
V. 15. ( 2 J T h e y were ajfemhled ail together m one place, f b a s 

; that Pe/er flood up i n the m i d f t o f t hem, K . 15. Q.^Peferin 
the name o f the ref t o f the Apof t i es , declares unto them the 
neceffi ty o f choofmg one to be fub f t i t u t ed i n the room o f Judas^ 
'v.^ 1 6 , 1 7 , 18, 1 9 , 2 0 . ( 4 . ) H e l imi t s the choice o f h i m unto the 
cipecial Qual i f icat ion o f being a meet mtmfs of the Refurreciion 
of Chrift, unto thofe w h o conf tan t ly accompanied h i m w i t h 
themlelvcs f r o m the Bapti[m of John, that is, his being Ba
pt ized by h i m ,^ whereon he began his publ ick M i n i f t r y . 
( 5 . ) A m o n g thefe they were l e f t at their l iber ty to nominate 
any tm, w h o were to be l e f t un to the lot fo r a determination 
whether o f t hem God defigned unto the Office. ( 6 . ) Hereon: 
ithe jvhole multitude Slio, appointed T w o ; that is t l ie 
avS-^ti. aSi^.foi, the Men and Brethren, unto w h o m Peter 
fpake, V. 16. d i d f b . ( 7 , ) T h e fame Perfbns to promote 
the w o r k , prayedandga-ve forth their Lots, v. 24 . z6 . ( 8 ^ Stto'iy''-
TeA))4{^«, MDCTG/O^ Matthias was hy the common fuffrage of t h 
whole Church, reckoned unto the number o f the Apof t l cs . 

I fay not that thefe things were done by the Difciples in^ 
d i f t i n d i o n f r o m Peter and the re f t o f the Apof t ies , but i n COH-
j u n d i o n w i t h t hem. Peter d i d no th ing w i t h o u t them ; nor 
d id they any t i l i n g w i t h o u t h i m . 
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T H E exception oi Bel/armne and others, againft this 
T e f t i m o n y , is, that i t ^fj2i%-AgriWt and acondejcention in Peter, 
•and, not a Atclaration of the Right of the Church ; that it was an 
extraordinary cafe ; that the determination of the whole washy Lot; 
are 'of" no yaUdity* T h e pretended concefTion o f Rtttr is ^ 
figment • the cafe was f o extraordinary, as to include i n i t a L 
ordinary ' cafes, for the fubftance o f them. A n d al though the 
yl t imate determination o f the Individual Perfon, w h i c h was 
neceffary unto his Jpojllefiip, was immediately DmnebyLot • 
yet here is all granted unto the people, m thar cbooffig ana 
appointing Two, in thdr Praying, in theiv cafwg Lots, m their 
voluntary approbatory Suffrage, _ that is defired. _ 

T H I S blelTed Example given us by the W i i d o m o f the 
Apof t les ,yea , o f the f p i r i t o f God i n them, being eminently 
fu i ted unto the nature o f the t h i n g i t l e l f , as w e fhalHee i m . 
mediately, compliant w i t h al l other di reaions , and Apof to l i ca l 
examples i n the l ike cafe, is rather to be f o l l o w e d , than the 
pradicc o f Ibme degenerate Churches, w h o to cover the t u r p i , 
tude o f a d i n g i n defert ing this Example and Ru le , do make 
ufe o f a mock- ihew and pretence o f that w h i c h really they 
deny, re je f t and oppofe. 
, T H E Second Example w e have o f thcprafficeof the Apojlles 

i n this cafe, whereby the preceding Ru le is confirmed, is g iven 
Act. 6. i n the E l e f t i o n o f the Deacons. Had there enfued us 

after the choice o f Matthias an inffance o f a diverfe 
p r a d i c e , by an exclitfton o f the confent o f the , people, 
the forrner m i g l i t have been evaded, as that w h i c h was abfb-
lu te ly extraordinary, and not ob l ig ing unto the Church . But 
this was the very next inftance o f the call o f any Clmrch-Officn • 
and i t was the firft appointment o f any ordinary Officers i n t l ie 
C h r i f t i a n Church . For i t f a l l ing out i n x.\\<z very year o{ Chrif ts , 
Afcen f ion , there is no ment ion o f any ordinary £.V^erj d i f t i n£ t 
f r o m the Apof t l c s , ordained in that Church . . For a l l the Apo^ 
files themfelves yet abiding there fOr the rnoff part o f this 
t ime, mak ing only fbme occafional Excurfions unto other places 
were able to take care o f \ t h e Rule o f the Church , and the 
Preaching o f the W o r d . T h e y are indeed mentioned as thofc 



w h o were w e l l k n o w n i n the C h u r c h not long afterwards 
C^^/' 1 1 . 3 0 But the firft inftance o f the Ca l l o f Ordinary 
1 eaching-Elders or Paftors is not recorded. T h a t o f Deacons 
IS 10 by realon o f the occafion o f i t . A n d w e may obferve con-
cernmg i t unto our purpofe , " ' 

!• V T " ^ ^ ^ ' ^^^^ inftitHtion o f the Of f ice i t f e i f was o f A p o f t o s 
ileal A u t h o r i t y , and that fulnefs o f Church-Power w h e r e w i t h 
they were f u r n i n i e d by Jefus C h r i f t . 

R ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^'^^y not exert that A u t h o r i t y but upon fuc l i 
Kealons o f i t , as were fatisfaBory to the Church ; w h i c h they 
declare, v . i . ^ 

5. T H A T the a f t i o n is afcribed to the Twehe i n crencral 
w i t h o u t naming any perfon w h o fpake fo r the re f t T w h i c h 
renders the pretence o f the Komanifis f r o m the fo rmer place, 
where Feter is faid to have fpoken unto the Difciples , whereon 
they w o u l d have the A d i n g s o f the C h u r c h w h i c h enfued 
thereon to have been by \\iscomeffion and grant, not o f their 
o w n r i g h t , altogetlier va in . For the ref t o f the Apof t ies were 
as much interefted and concerned i n w h a t was then fpoken by 
i"e/er, as they were at this t i m e , w h e n the whole is afcribed 
unto t\\eTwelve. 

4- T H A T the Church was greatly that t ime , o n 
the account o f the Conver f ion unto the Fa i th recorded i n the 
foregomg Chapter. I t is probable indeed , tha t many, yea, 
the m o f t o f them were returned un to their o w n Habitations • 
tor the next year there were Churches i n all Judea, Galilee and 
Samaria, Chap. 9. p . A n d Peter w e n t about th roughout 
all Quarters to v i f i t the Saints that d w e l t i n t hem, -ver. ^2 . 

' J '^^? Conver f ion w e read no th ing but that w h i c h fe l l out 
at Jerujalem at Ptnteeoft • but a great mul t i tude they were, 
V I , 2. 

5. T H I S whole ^/«///>We o f the C h u r c h , that is the Bre
thren, v. 3. a^emhled in one place, being congregated by the 
Apoft ies , V. 2. w h o w o u l d not ordain any t h i n g wherein they 
were concerned, w i t h o u t their o w n confcnt. 

6. T H E Y " judged on the who le matter propoled unto them, 
i nd gave their approbation thereof, before they entred upon 
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7 T H E Qualifications o f the Perions to be cholen unto the 
Office intended, are declared by the Apof t les , v. 3. ofhonefi 
report, full of the Holy Ghoft and mfdom. 

8 T H E S E Qualities the mul t i tude were to judge upon, and 
fo abfolutely o f the meetnefs o f any for this Off ice . 
p ^ ^ 1 ^ " g^^i^oice is ivZ/o//; coww/V^f^ and l e f t unto them by the 
Apoftles, as that w h i c h o f R i g h t d id belong unto them j / . .^. 

- ' - .- w h i c h they made ufe off , choofing them 
5 

foti out among you, -j 
unto the Of f ice by their common fiiffragc, . 

o H A V I N G thus chofen them, they prcfa i ted them as their 
' r n f f i re^s unto the Apof t les , to be by t h e m / e ^ apart 
t : t t \ . ? ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ - o f e c e b ; Prayer and I m p o f i t i o n o f 

^ ' ' ? T i r i m p o f f i b l e , there (hould be a more evident c m ™ ^ 
^ " y _ ' T ^ „f f y f p choice o f Ecck ialtical Officers 

I ' ^ T "^iSt^L^^iStl.. Church , than is g iven us 
fcn was I r e a n y G r o u n d o r Reafon Why this Order 
and Procefs fliould be obferved, w h y the Apoft les w o u l d not 
d\emfelves nominate and appoint Perfons w h o m they f a w and 

new meet for this Off ice , to receive i t , but that i t was th^^^^^ 
lud Liberty oi the People, according to the m i n d o f C h u l t , to 
c l l f e t S Officers, ' w h i d i they w o u l d not abbridge, nor 

' " ^ O ^ w a s i t then, ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ' ^f""' ^J^ufojlom on 
SO was l y r " ' but the uCige began then to 

f ' ^ F f ? . w ^ e w d l i f f b m e w o u l d confider h o w the Apoft les at 
r w ' d m c treated that multitude o f the people, w h i c h is lb much 
n o w d e f p i f e d , and ut ter ly excluded f r o m all concern i n Church 
Affa i r s but w h a t conf i f t i n fervile fiibjeaion. Bu t they have, 
i n this pattern and prefident for the fu ture ordermg o f the 
call ing o f meet Perfons to Off ice in t l ie Church , their In te re f t , 
Power.and Privilege fecured unto them,lo as that t l iey can never 
i u f t l v be deprived o f i t . A n d i f there were no thmg herein, 
but only a Record o f the Wif^ iora o f the Apof t les i n managing 
Church Affa i rs , i t is marvellous to me , that any w h o w o u k 
be thou<^ht to fucceed them i a any part o f their I ' r u f t and Off ice 
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f l i o u l d dare to depart f r o m the example let before them by the 
H o l y G h o l f i n t hem, preferr ing their o w n ways and inventions 
above i t . I f l i a l l ever judge, that there is more fafe ty , i n a 
ftricl adherence unto this Apof to l i ca l Practice and Example , 
than i n a compliance w i t h a l l the Canons o f Councils or 
Churches afterwards. 

T H E on ly Ob je£ t ion ufua l ly i n f i f t e d on, that is by Bellarmine 
and thofe that f o l l o w h i m , is, T h a t this being the E l e d i o n o f 
Deacons t o manage the Alms of the Church, that is f o m e w h a t 
o f their Temporals , no th ing can thence be concluded unto the 
r i gh t or w a y o f Calling Bijhops, Pafters or Elders, w h o are to 
take care o f the Souls o f the People. T h e y may indeed be 
able to judge o f the fitnefs o f t h e m w h o are to be en t ru f ied w i t h 
their Purfes, or w h a t they are w i l l i n g to give oat o f t hem ; but 
i t do th not thence f o l l o w , that they arc able to judge o f the 
fi tnefs o f thofe w h o are to be their Spiritual Paftors, nor t o 
have the choice o f them. 

N O T H I N G can be weaker than this pretence or evaf ion. 
F o r , ( i . ) T h e Q u e f l i o n is concQvningthe Calling of Perfons un to 
Office i n the Church in general, whereof w e have here a R ule, 
whereunto no exception is any w a y entred. ( 2 . ^ T h i s cannot 
be f a i r ly pleaded by t h e m w h o appoint Deacons to Preach, Baptize 
and Officiate pub l ick ly i n al l ho ly t h i n g s , excepting on ly the 
A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Eucharift. ( 5 . ) I f the people are meet 
and able to judge o f them w h o are of/^<j»f/?re/>£irf, a.nd full of 
the Holy Ghoft and Wifdom, w h i c h is here required o f t h e m , 
they are able to judge w h o are meet to be their Paftors. ( 4 . ) T h e 
A r g u m e n t holds ftrongly on the other fide ; namely, that i f 
i t be right and equal, i f i t be o f d ivine appointment and A p o -
f^olical praaice , that the people f l i o u l d choole thofe w h o were 
to C o l l e d and I3ifl;ribute their Charitable Benevolence becaufe 
o f their concernment therein, m u c h more are they to enjoy the 
fame Likrty, Right and Privilege i n the choice o f their P aft or 
unto w h o m they commi t the care o f their Souls, a n d f u b m i t 
themfelvcs unto their A u t h o r i t y i n the L o r d . 

5. A C C O R D I N G L Y they d id ufe the fame l iber ty i n the 
choice o f t h e i r E lde r s , . 4^ . i4 .2 3. ^ei^Tunrnvla dwrni rsTpia^viipni 
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FnMs, Beza, al l our o ld Englifl^ Irmflattons, appo iming , 

ordaining, c r e a d n g E l d . . x f ^ ^ v C d f ( S S t 

^ t ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ the Off ice o f the acted lepaiation o N ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ . ^ 

" 5 p r t U ' For , ( I . ) ^ i W w e r e . / . / - f 
the Apof t lcs w h o were preient, namely P ^ » / a n d i i . r / , . ^ . . pre-
S i n 2 T n he A d i o n , d i r e f t i n g o f i t and conf i rming t h . ^ by 
l i d i n g m me ^ c u u n , /-^ f A -./̂  Prayer and la ttnv 
their confent w i t h them ( O A ^^^g^^ J 

was appointed for the the Apoft les 
C h u r c h herein. ( ^ ) ^^^^^^^^^^ f l i e i r O r L . ^ / ^ « was compleat. 

here men t ion .d to be, 

d^'^^rat ° s t t y f d g f a i n them, to ( i ' v e their o w a 
S - l / ^ f Fm^̂ t̂ ^̂ ^ fuppofe that their compleat Ordinanon 
^ f e S d , before V e was any Prayer with Faftrng , for by 

i r Z f f i r l t ^ ^ ^ e r ? t ^ ^ ^ ^ o ^ r e f t i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
and then to give — ^ " ^ J ^ , , ^ ^ " , ^ ^ ^ 

that ofTaa^^^^^ is a w a y o f the In terpre ta . 
Hon o f L i S t S e ^ ^ ^ w i l l ferve any t u r n . ( 4 . ) T h i s was dona 
in lverTchurch, or i n every Congregat ion, as Tindal renders the 
W o r d • namely, i n all the particular Congregations that were 
gathered i n thole par ts ; for that C o l l e a i o n and C o n f t i t u t i o n d id 
always precede the E k a i o n and Ordinat ion o f then Off icers , 
as is p la in i n this place ; as alfo Ttt. i. ^ So far is i t f r o m 
T r u t h , that the Being o f Churches dependeth on the Sucy 
c^fTive Ordination o f their Officers, that the Church effentially 
confidered, is always antecedent unto their Being and Ca l l . 

B U T becaule i t is fome Mens interef t to entangle things 
p la in and clear enough in . therafelves, I Iha l l confider the 
^ Q b j e d i o n -



The Officers of the Church. 

ObjeQ:ions unto this rendi t ion o f the Words . T h e w h o l e 
o f i t hes againft the f ign i f ica t ion , ufe and apphcation o f 
^eipoTuxvTLL^si. N o w ahhough w e do not licre argue meerly 
f r o m the f igni f ica t ion o f the W o r d , but f r o m the reprefentation 
of the matter of FaB made i n the con t ex t ; yet I fliall obferve 
Ibme things fu f f i c i en t for the removal o f that O b j c d i o n : As , 

1. T H E native fgnification o f ^et^i^vio), by v i r tue o f its 
C o m p o f u i o n , is, to lift up, or ftretch forth the hands, or an 
hand. A n d hereunto the L X X have refpeQ, I f a . ^8 . 9. 
where they render yi^fc^ nV^,the putting forth of the fnger,which 
IS uled i n an i l l fence, by XapoTivlct. ^apo'TDveiv is the fame 
w i t h -TCis X"?^ clifeiv, nor is i t ever uled i n any other figni
f icat ion. 

2. T F I E firfi: confliant ufe o f i t i n things Political or Civil, 
and fo confequently Ecdefaftical, is to Choofe, EleSl, D e f i g n 
or Create any Perfon an Off icer , M a g i f t r a t e or R u l e r , b y 
Suffrage, or c o m m o n confent o f thofe concerned. A n d this 
was ufua l ly done w i t h m a k i n g bare the hand and a r m , w i t h 
l i f t i n g u p , as Arifophanes witneiTeth. "Ojj^i 3 ^eipo'nvn'dov, 
e^MfMoriuiLii T l-npov (iss^^Mvcc. H e is a great ftranger unto thefe 
things, w h o k n o w e t h not that among the Greeks, ef}:)ecial]y 
the Athenians, f r o m w h o m the ufe o f this W o r d is borrowed 
or taken, ^apoTwlcL was an a f t OAJIS ' f c'KxTvncncui of the whole 
Ajfembly o f the people i n the choice o f their Officers and M a g i -
ftrates. ^apo-mica is by common Suffrage to decree and. deter
mine o f any T h i n g , L a w , or O r d e r ; and w h e n applied 
un to Perfbns , i t fignifies their Choice and Def ignat ion to 
Of f ice . So is i t ufed i n the firfl: fence by Demofthenes, Or at. in 
Timoch. 6 ^'jw.©. sfj^^s ym^M awj^ne/ct^'? TTDASCOS l^eieP'Tum 
The people confirmed my fayings by. their Suffrage : A n d i n the 
Other, Philip. I . "OtiT? fin^vs, VTI S^fxu ^eipo-TvynrnvT^^ Mi'Viv ', 
Neither the Senate, nor the People choofing him 'to his Office. So is 
the Yaffive V e r b ufed to be created by Suffrages. X«poTT3v/a, was 
the a d o f choof ing, whole efFed was 4"?"<J"/^ > the determi
ning Vo te or Suffrage. Porrexerunt manus, Pfephifma notum 
e f f fa i th Cicero, fpeaking o f the manner o f the Greeks. A n d 
w h e n there was a d i v i f i o n in . choice, i t was determined by the 

- gr^^ter,. 



m-eater Suffrage Thiicid. Lib. 3. l^ovrn, 5 6v rn x^po'nvU 
%^I^Koi, oKeslrA^. 5 « ? ^^'^^'T«. A S many mftances o f this 
nature may be produced, as there are reports ot calhng M e n 
unto M a g i f t r a c y b y FJc61ion in the Gre.^'////?.^^^^^^ A n d al l 
the farther compolitions o f the W o r d do CigmiK^ to chooje, con-
£rm or to abrome by common Suffrages. 

W T H E W o r d is but once more ufed m the N e w T e f t a -
ment , 2 Cor. 8 . 19 . where i t p la inly fignifies Ekmon^nd Choice 
o f a Perfon to an Employment , ^ ^ P - ^ - ' f 
cvvh^,y.e^,W: He ivas cho[m of the Churches to travel 

' ' ' ^ f I T is acknowledged, that after this was the «/e 
o f die W o r d , i t was applied to figmfie the ^Z'//.^.it fe l f , and 
« ) t he manner o f doing i t - Hence i t is ufed fometimes for the 
S t a i n i n g or collation o f A u t h o r i t y , or D i g n i t y ^ M a g i f t r a c y , 
any manner of w a y , though not by E l e a i o n . ^^oaffoint t o 
create Bu t this was by an abufwe application ot the W o r d , to 
exprefs the t h i n g i t f e l f intended, w i t h o u t regard unto i t s f i g n i -
fication and proper ufe. W h y fuch a ufe o f i t fhou ld be here 
admit ted, no Reafon can be given.^ For i n all other places on 
f u c h occafions, the Jpojlles d id admi t and d i r e f t the Churches 
to ufe their l iber ty i n their choice. So the Jpo/les and Elders, 
with the whole Church, fent chofen Mai of their ownCompany to 
Antioch, f u c h a s t h e y chofc by common Suffrage for that end ; 
f o again z5 . Iwillfend whom you lb all approve, i Cor . 16. ^. 
T h e Church chofe them, the Apofl:le lent h i m who was chofen by 
the Church to be our Companion, 2 Cor . 8. 19. Look out from 
among your felves. A f t . 6. I f on al l thelc and t hehkc occafions, 
the Apof t les d id guide and d i r e f t the people i n their r i g h t anc 
ufe o f their L i b e r t y , as unto the Ekmonoi' Perfbns unto Offices 
and Employments , w h e n the Churches themfelves are con. 
cerned, w h a t reafon is there to depart f r o m the proper and u fua l 
fignification o f the W o r d i n this place, denoting no th ing but 
w h a t was the common pra f t i ce o f the Apofl:les on the l ike 
occafions? 

5. T H A T w h i c h alone is objected hereunto by Eellarmine 
and others w h o f o l l o w h i m , and bor row their whole i n this 
1 _ _ _̂  calfi 
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cafe f r o m h i ra , namely that ^£ip:)'n\n^aac.vTii GmmmaticMy agree 
i n g w i t h and regulated by Pml And, Barnabas, denotes their 
a5t, and not any a6i of the people, is o f no force. For , ( i . ) Paul 
and Barnabas d id prefide i n the who le a d i o n , he lp ing , order ing 
and d i f p o f i n g o f tl ie people i n the difcl iarge o f their D u t y , as 
is meet to be done by fbme on all the l ike occafions. A n d there 
bre i t is t r u ly faid o f t hem, that they appointed Elders by the 

Suffrage of the people, {2.) I have fhewed inftances before out o f 
the Scripture, that w h e n a t h i n g is done by the whole people, 
i t is u fua l to afcribe i t unto h i m or them w h o were chief there 
i n , as elfewhere the fame t h i n g is afcribed un to the w h o l e 
3cople. 

T H E fame Authors contend that the l iberty o f choof ing their 
o w n Officers or Blders, f uch as i t was, was granted un to 
t h e m or permit ted by way o f condefcention for a Seafon ; and 
no t made ufe o f by v i r tue o f any r i g h t i n t hem thereunto. B u t 
this permhTion is a meer imaginat ion . I t was according to 
the m i n d o f C h r i f l , that the Churches f h o u l d choofe their o w n 
Elders, or i t was not . I f i t were not , the Apoflks w o u l d not 
have permitted i t j and i f i t were , they ought to ordain i t , and 
p r a d i f e according to i t , as they d i d . N o r is f u c h a conf tant 
A p o f t o l i c a l Praf t ice propofed f o r the d i r e d i o n o f the Church i n 
a l l Ages, to be afcribed unto fuch an Or ig ina l as Cendefcenfion 
and Permiffion. Yea i t is evident, that i t aroie f r o m the m o f t 
undamental principles o f the confl : i tut ion and nature o f the 

Gofpe l Churches, and was only a regular p u r f u i t and pradice 
o f them : For , 

I . T H E Ca l l i ng o f Bifl iops, Paftors, Eiders, is an A d o f l 
the power of the Kjys o f the K i n g d o m o f Heaven. But thefe 
jCeys are or ig ina l ly and properly g iven unto the whole Church, 

un to the Elders o f i t on ly Minifierially ; and as untoexer-
cife Paftors are eyes to the C h u r c h : Bu t God and Nature dtCtgn 
i n the firft place, fght to the whole Body, to the whole Perfbn, 
thereunto i t is granted both fub j ed ive ly and finally, hut a^ually 
i t is peculiarly feated i n the eye.So is i t i n the grant o f Church -
Power, i t is g iven to the whole Church, t l i ough t6 be exercited 
only by its Elders. 
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T H A T t l ie grant o f the K j j s Pef':r was i n the Perfbn 
and as the repreientative o f the whole confef l ing C h u r c h , is the 
k n o w n judgment o f Auftin and a mul t i tude o f Divines that 
f o l l o w h i m . So he fullyexprelTeth h imle l f , TraBat. ii^.i^ 
^ohan. " Ptter the A p o f t i c bare i n a general f igure the pcr fon 
" o f the Church- For as unto w h a t belonged unto h i m f e l f 
tc j^g by Nature one M a n , by Grace one C h r i f f i a n , and o f 
" fpecial more abounding Grace, one and the chief A p o f f l e . 
" B u t when i t was faid unto h i m , I w i l l give unto thee the 
" Keys o f the K i n g d o m o f Heaven, &c. he f jgnif ied the who le 
" Church , &c. A g a i n , the Church w h i c h is founded i n Chrif^^ 
" received f r o m h i m i n ( the perfbn o f ) Peter, the Keys o f 

the K i n g d o m o f Heaven, w h i c h is the power o f b inding and 
" J o o f i n g . 

U N T O w h o m theie Kjys are granted, they according to their 
d i f t inO: intereffs i n that grant, have the R i g h t and Power o f 
C a l l i n g their Bijhops, Paftors or Elders; fo r i n the exercife 
o f that T r u f f and Power, i t do th conf i f t . Bu t this is made 
unto the whole Church. A n d as there are i n a Church already 
conf l i tu ted feveral [orts of perfons, as fbme are Elders, others 
are o f the people on ly , this Right refideth i n them, and is 
a f l e d by them according to their r e fpe£ t ive capacities, as l i 
mi ted by the l i g h t o f nature and divine i n f i i t u t i o n , vi^hich is, 
that the Ek£iion o f them fliould belong unto the body o f the 
people, and their Authoritative'Defignation or Ordination un to 
the Elders. A n d when i n any place the fupream M a g i f l r a t e is 
a Member or Part o f the C h u r c h , he hath alfo his peculiar 
R i g h t herein. 

T H A T the power of the Kjys is thus granted or ig inal ly and 
fundamental ly unto the whole Church , is undeniably confi rmed 
by T w o Argument?. 

I . T H E Church i t f e l f is the Wife, the Spoufe, the Pride the 
Queen o f the Husband and I<Jngo{ the Church C h r i f t Jefus 
PfaL.x'^. lo.John T^.xq. Rtvel.ii.(). Chap. 22. 17. Matth 
I , 5, 6. Other Wife C h r i f t hath none, nor hath the Church anv 
ot\\QV Husband. N o w to w h o m f h o u l d the IQys of the Houfe b 
committed but unto the Bride ? There is, I confef t , another w h o 
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claims the Kfys to be his o w n , bu t w i t h a l , he makes h imfc l : 
the Head and Husband o f the C h u r c h , p roc la iming h i m f e l f , no t 

I on ly to be an Adulterer w i t h that Harlot w h i c h he calleth the 
" C h u r c h , but a Tyrant a l fb , i n that pretending to be her Hus

band he w i l l not xxxx^ hex \v\xi\\hs. Ksys of his Houfe, w h i c h 
C h r i f t hath done w i t h his Spoufe. A n d whereas by the Canon 
L a w every Biftiop is the Husband or Spoufe o f his Diocefan 
Church , f o r the m o f t part they c o m m i t an open Rape upon the 
people, t a k i n g them w i t h o u t their con fen t ; at leaft are not 
<:hofen by t h e m , w h i c h yet is eifential unto a l a w f u l Marriage, 
A n d the Bride o f C h r i f t comes no o therwi fe f o to be, but by 
the voluntary choice o f h i m to be her Husband. 

F O R the OiEcers or Rulers o f the C h u r c h , dliey do belorig 
unto i t as hers, i Cor. 5. 2 1 . 22 . A n d Stewards in the Houfcj 
1 Cor. 4. I . the Servants of the Church for Jefus fake^ 
2 Cor. 4. 5. 

I F the L o r d C h r i f t have the Keys o f the K i n g d o m o f Heavert, 
t ha t is, o f his own Houfe,Heb. j . I f the Church i t f e l f be the Spoufe 
of Chrijl, the Mother of the Famib, Pfa l . 6 8 . 1 3 . the Bride, 
the Lambs Wife; and i f all the Officers o f the Church be bu t 
Stewards and Servants i n the H o u f e and unto the Fami ly ; i f the 
L o r d C h r i f t do make a grant of//'c/e/Gey^ unto any, whereon 
the d i fpofa l o f all things i n this Houfe and Fami ly do th depend 
the Quef t ion is, Whether he hath or ig ina l ly granted them un to 
his holy Spoufe to d i fpofe off according unto her judgment and 
d u t y , or unto any Servants i n the Houfe , to d i fpofe o f her and 
af i her concernments, at their pleafure ? 

2. T H E power o f the Kjeys zsxxntobinding and loofing, and 
confequently as unto all bther ads thence proceeding, isex-
prefly granted unto the whole Church, M a t t h . i^. i j , iS. f f he 
fhaU negleSt to hear them, tell the Church ; hut if he neglect to hear 
the Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man and a Publican ', 
verily I fay unto you, whatfoever ye jhall bind on Earth jhall he 
bound in Heaven; and whatfoever ye /hall loofe on Earth, jhall be 
loo fed in Heaven. W h a t Church i t is that is here intended, w e 
have proved before; and that the Church is i n t ru f t ed w i t h 
the power o f binding and loof ing . A n d w h a t is the part o f 



Ihe Officers of the Church. 

the Body o f the people herein, the A p o f t l e declares; i Cor. 5.^ 

^ S E C O N D L Y , T h i s R i g h t exemplified i n Apofiolicd PraBU^ 
is comprehended i n the Commands given unto the C/.«rr/,, or 
Body o f the People, w i t h r e f p e d untoTeachers ^Vid Rulers 
al l forts - for unto them i t is i n a mul t i tude o f places given i a 
rh^rcre that they f h o u l d difctrn and try f d f e Prophets, fly from 
them- try Spirits, or fuch as pretend Spir i tual Gif t s or Off ices ; 
e jea them w h o Preach/^.Z/e Z^^^r.'^e, to give tcf^imony u m o 
hem that are to be i n OfBce ; w i t h f u n d i y other thi^^^^^^^^ 

l ike nature w h i c h o f t l i em do ^ P i ; ^ ^ c , ^ o i ~ d i , 

t S ^ Z ' l ^ X % Cy,rt.n fpeaks. See M ^ ' , 7 . 

^ W H A T ' i t objeaed hereunto f r o m thtunjiinefs and difability 
oUht people, t o make a r igh t judgment concerning them w h o 
are to be their Paftors and Rulers, labours w i h a three-fold 
weaknefs. For , ( i . ) I t r e f i easd i fhonour upon the WtJdomQit 
G h r i f t i n Commanding them the obfervance and d i fchargeof 
f u c h Duties, as they are no w a y meet fo r . ( 2 . ) I t proceeds 
upon a fuppof i t i on o f that degenerate ftate of Churches m xh^i^ 
Members, as to L i g h t , Knowledge , W i f d o m and Hol inefs , 
w h i c h they are fo r the m o f t part fallen i n t o ; w h i c h m u f t not 
|>3 al lowed to have the force o f A r g u m e n t i n i t ; w h e n i t is to 
be l amented , and ought to be reformed ( 3 . ) I t fuppofe th 
that there is no f u f p l y of Jjfiftance provided for the people, m 
the difcharge o f their D u t y to guide and d i r e a thena therein; 
w h i c h is o therwife ; feeing the Elders o f the Church wherein 
any fuch E l e a i o n is made, and thofe o f other Churches i n 
C o m m u n i o n w i t h that Church , are by the common advice 
and declaration o f their judgment , to be AfTif tan t unto them. 

T H I R D L Y , T h e Church is a voluntary <S'<5ae?;.Perfons other-
w i f e abfolutely free,_as unto all the Rules ,Laws and Ends o f fuch 
a Society, do o f their o w n Wi l l s and free Choice coalefce in to i t . 
T h i s is the Or ig ina l o f a l l Churches, as hath been declared. 
They gave their own felves to the Lord, and unto us by the Wtll of 
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God, 2 Cor . 8. 5. Here in neither by Prefcr ipt ion, nor T r a d i 
t i o n , nor Succeflion, ha th a n y o n e more Power or A u t h o r i t y 
than another ; but they are all equal. I t is gathered i n to this 
Society meerly by the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t ; and where i t is ib 
C o l l e f t e d , i t hath neither R i g h t , Power, Privi lege, Rules nor 
Bonds as juch, bu t w h a t are g iven , prefcribed and hmi t ed by 
the I n f t i t u t i o n and L a w s o f C h r i f t . Moreover , i t abides and 
continues on the fame Grounds and Principles, as whereon i t 
was Co l l eded , namely, the Wills of the Members o f i t f u b j e d e d 
un to the Commands o f C h r i f t . T h i s is as neceffary un to its 
prefent continuance i n a l l its Members , as i t was i n its f i r f t 
Plantat ion. I t is not l ike the Political Societies o f the W o r l d , 
w h i c h being f i r f t c f tabl i fhed by force or confent, b r ing a 
neceflity on al l that are born i n them and under t hem, to comply 
w i t h their R u l e and L a w s . For M e n may, and i n many 
cafes ought to f u b m i t unto the d i f p o f a l o f temporal things, i n 
a w a y , i t m a y b e , not convenient fo r t hem, w h i c h they judge 
not w e l l o f f , and w h i c h i n many things is not unto their ad
vantage.. A n d this may hejujl and equal, becaufe the fpecial 

\good w h i c h every one w o u l d a im at, being not abfblutely f b , 
may be out-balanced by a general good, nor alterable, but b ^ 
the prejudice o f that w h i c h is good i n particular. B u t w i t h 
reference unto things Spi r i tua l and Eternal i t is not f b . N o M a n 
can by any previous Law be concluded as unto his interef t i n 
f u c h t h i n g s ; nor is there any General Good t o be attained b y 
the lofs o f any o f them. N o n e therefore can coalefce i n f u c h 
a Society, or adhere unto i t , or be any w a y belonging unto i t , 
but by his own free choice and confent. A n d i t is enquired, h o w 
i t is poffible that any Ru le , A u t h o r i t y , Power or Off ice , f l i o u l d 
arife or be ereded in / / /c / i a Society ? W e f p e a k o f that w h i c h 
is ordinary ; for he by w h o m this Church-State is ereded and 
appointed, may and d id appoint i n i t , and over i t , extraordinary 
Officers for a feafbn. A n d w e do f'uppofe, t l ia t as he hath by 
his D iv ine A u t h o r i t y i n f t i t u t c d and appointed t h a t . V o c / e -
ties fha l l be, that he hath made grant o f Privileges and Powers 
to them proper and fuf f ic ien t for this e n d ; as a lfo that he 
hath given Laws and Rules, by the obfervance whereof , they 
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may ni^u'-
la R k h t unto their Exercile. , , 

O N thefe luppofit ions i n a Society abfelutc y 
LmonE thofe w h o i n their c o n j n n a i o n mto i t , by their o w a 

r ° o . i % v e r v wav equal, There Can but three things be i x -
b r e S un o he ' a S conf t i tu t ion o f Rule and O^^.eamongl 
l ^ l ' S A n d he F i r f t is, T h a t there be fome among t l i em that 

, n i . ' Difcharffe o f fuch an Ottice m a 
iare//^e^ and qualified to i the^^^icnar^ p,evious un to all 
peculiar manner ^ ^ o ^ ^ f ^ ^ h i c h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ne! 
cefTary. ^ ' ' " ^ f f J f TL^^^^^ hujus Majefiatu,. non popularis 
' ^ ^ ' ^ r / r / ^ ' ^ S - ' f f e X r ^ s J o d e r a m ^ r o - f y f - So 
, ^ 1 7 ^ t^e WO d fo i t was i n the Church Pr.fiident prohaH 
I J Z fenioZ, h norem ifium non pretio/ed fefiimonio adepn 
t ^ -Thlc nreoaration and furn i tu re o f fome Perlons w i t h 

a^d m ^ T & a t i o n s fo r Off ice and W o r k i n the 
C h u c T the L o r d O T r i f t hath A^^ /^ / / , and doth and 

w i l l e l f ea i t i n al l Generations. W i t h o u t this there can be 
neither Office, nor R « / e , n o r Or^er i n the <^hurch. 

2 W H E R E A S , there is a»en; Relation to be made oi created 
hctwcon ^ Pafior, Bt/hop or Elder, and the Church, w h i c h was 
not before between them, (a B i f f i op and a Church , a Paftor 
a n d a T l o c k are Relata^sJ i t m u f t be introduced at the fame 
t fme by the mutual voluntary .^as of one another, or o f each 
I m r t v For one o f the Relata can, as fuch , have, no being or 
exiftence w i t h o u t the other. N o w this can no o therwife be, 

ibut by the con/ent and voluntary fuhjeftion Ot the. CUurcn unto 
perfons ib antecedently qualified for Off ice , according to the 
L a w and W i l l o f C h r i f t . For i t cannot be done by the Dele-
Ltion:of Power and A u t h o r i t y f r o m any other Superiour or Equal 
unto t hem that do receive i t . Nei ther the nature of this Power, 
Iwhich is uncapable o f f u c h a Delegation, nor the Relation 
unto C h r i f t o f a l l thofe w h o are Paftors o f the Church , 
w i l l admit o f an In te rpof i t ion o f A u t h o r i t y by way o f Delega-
ion of Power f r o m themfelves i n other M e n , w h i c h w o u l d 
lake them their Mmfiers, and not C h r i f t s ; . nor is i t confif tent 
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w i t h the nature o f f u c h a voluntary Society. . T h i s therefore 
can no w a y be done, but hy free Choice, E l e d i o n , Con len t o r 
Approba t ion . I t cannot, I f ay , be f o regular ly . H o w far an 
Irregularity herein may vit iate the w h o l e Ca l l o f a M i n i f t e r , 
w e do not n o w enquire. 

N O W this Choice or EkEiion doth not communicate a Power 
f r o m them that choofe unto t h e m tha t are choftn, as t hough 
f u c h a. Power as that whereunto they are called, f h o u l d be f o r 
mal ly inherent i n the chooftrs, antecedent unto fuch choice. For 
this w o u l d make thofe that are chofen to be their Minifter on ly ; 
and to a d all things i n their N a m e , and by v i r tue o f A u t h o r i t y 
derived f r o m them. I t is on ly an Infirumental, MinifteriAl 
means to enflate them i n that Power and A u t h o r i t y w h i c h is 
j i v e n unto fuch Officers by the C o n f l i t u t i o n and L a w s o f 
t h r i f t , whofe M i n i f t e r s thereon they are. T h e f e Gi /? / , O f f i 

ces, and Officers, being granted by C h r i f t unto the C h u r c h y 
Ephef. 4 . I -z, where-ever thei^e is a C h u r c h called according ro 
lis M i n d , , they do i n and by their Choice o f t hem, fubmit 

themftlves unto them in the Lord, according un to all the Powers 
and Duties w h e r e w i t h they are by h i m in t ruf ted , . and where.-, 
unto they are called. 

3. I T is required thatPerfons f b chofen,fo fubmi t t ed unto,be 
h foltmnly feparated, dedicated unto, and confirmed in their Ojfice_ 
by Fafting and Prayer. As this is confonant unto the L i g h t o f 
Na tu re , w h i c h d i reds unto a fo l emni ty i n the f u f c e p t i o n o f 
3ublick Of f i ce r s ; whence proceeds the Coronation of Kjngh 
w h i c h gives t hem not their Title, but fo lemnly proclaims i t , 
w h i c h on many accounts is unto the advantage o f Gove rnmen t ; 
i b i t is prefcribed unto the C h u r c h i n this cafe by c/>e«4/ 
tution. But hereof I fba l l fpeak farther immediate ly . 

T H I S Order o f cal l ing M e n unto the Paftoral Of f i ce , namely 
DV their previous Qualifcations fo r the M i n i f t r y , whereby a 
•eneral defigoation o f the Perfons to be called is made, b y 

v!:hrift h i m f e l f • the orderly Choice or EleBion o f h i m i n a volun^ 
ta ry f u b j e d i o n ' u n t o h i m i n the L o r d , according to the M i n d 
o f C h r i f t , by the Church i t f e l f ; mowed folemn Or^^^^ 
tion, or fb t t i ng apart unto the OiRce and difcharge o f i t ^ 
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Prayer with Fafiing, all i n obedience unto the Commands and 
i n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , whereunto the communicat ion o f Off ice -
Power and Privilege, is by L a w - c o n f t i t u t i o n annexed, is fu i ted 
unto the l i g h t o f Reaibn, i n all f uch cafes, the nature o f Gofpe 
Societies i n Order or Churches ; the ends o f the M i n i f t r y , 
the Power commit ted by C h r i f t unto the Church , and con 
firmed by Apof to l i ca l Pradice and Example. 

H E R E I N w e re f t , w i t h o u t any fur ther d i fpute or l i m i t i n g 
the Formal Caufe o f the Communica t ion o f Office-Power unto 
any one A d or D u t y o f the C l iu r ch , or o f the Bif l iops or 
Elders o f i t . A l l the three things mentioned are effentid 
thereunto ; and w h e n any o f them are ut ter ly neglef ted , 
where they are neither formal ly nor v i r tua l ly , there is no lawful 
regular Call unto the M i n i f t r y according to the M i n d o f C h r i f t . 

T H I S Order was a long t ime obferved i n the Ancient Church 
inv io la te ; and the foot-fteps o f i t may be traced th rough all 
Ages o f the C h u r c h ; al though i t f i r f f gradually decayed, then 
was perverted and corrupted, u n t i l i t i f fued (as i n the Roman 

!;Church) i n a Pageant and Shew, i n f t e a d o f the Reali ty o f the 
I! things themfelves: For the Trial and, Approbation o f f p i r i t u a l 
[Endowments previoufly neceffary unto the Cal l o f any, was l e f t 
I unto the Pedantick Examinat ion o f the Bijhops Domejticks, w h o 
k n e w no th ing o f them in themfelves ; the EkSiion and Approba
tion o f the people was turned in to a mock- f l i ew i n the l i g h t o f 
God and M e n , a Deacon calling out . T h a t if any had OhjeElions a-
gainfh him who was to be Ordained, they fliould come f o r t h and 
IpeakjWhercunto another t r / e j out of a corner by compaa:,He is 

\learned and worthy ; and Ordination was eftcemcd to conf i f t on ly 
i n the ou tward f i g n o f Impoftion of Hands, w i t h (bme other 
Ceremonies annexed thereunto, whereby, w i t h o u t any other 
confideration, there enfued a f lux o f Power f r o m the Ordainers 
;Unto the ordained. 

B U T f r o m the beginning i t was not fo . A n d Ibme f e w 
Inftances o f the Right of the people, and the cxercifc o f i t i n the 
Choice o f their o w n Paftors, may be touclied on i n our Paifage. 
Clew. Epifi. ad Corinth, a f f i rms . T h a t the Apofties therafelves 
appointed approved Perfons unto the Office o f t l ie M i n i f t r y , 
• '• • : "'fififiTf-



Ihe Officers of the Church: 

cuusShmmm-,? C«XAJJOTCM WOTIS, by or with the conftnt or choice oj' 
the whole Church, xt^^^jy^eiv, is to emB by common confent; w h i d i 
makes i t f o m c w h a t ftrange, that a learned M a n fliould th ink 
that the R i g h t o f the People i n E lea ions is excluded i n this 
very place by Clemens, f r o m wha t is aff igned unto the Apoft les 
m Ordmat ion . ^ 
^ I G N A T . Epifi, ad Philadtlph. n p | W %^vv^v,c^i l^^Xw 
©£«, ^apjTDj^Vai g^'or>t97n)j', w r i t i n g to the Fra tern i ty o f the 
C h u r c h , I t becomes you, as a Church of God, to Choofe or 
Ordain a Bijfjop. J ^ J 

T E R T V L L . APOL, Pr^fdentprobati quiq-, Seniores, honotem 
ijtum non pretio, fed Tefiimonio adepti. The Elders came unto their 
Honour or Office by the Teftimony o f the people ; that is by their 
fuftrage i n their E l e a i o n . 

0 RIG EN, i a the clofe o f his l a f t Book againft Celfus, d i f 
cour f ing exprefly o f the Calling and Conftitution o f Churches 

Cities of God, fpcak ing o f the Elders and Rulers o f t hem, 
a l l i rms . T h a t they are c«Ag^,u^joi, Chofen to their Office b y 
the Churches w h i c h they do Ru le . 

T H E T e f t i m o n y given by Cyfrian i n f u n d r y places unto this 
Right of the People, efpccially i n £ p / / ? . 6 8 . unto the Elders and 
People o f fbme Churches i n Spain, is fo k n o w n , f b f requent ly 
urged and excepted againft to fo l i t t l e purpofc , as that i t 
is no way needful to i n f i f t again upon i t . Some f e w th ings 
I i ha l l only obierve concerning, and out o f that E p i f t l c : 
As , 

1. I T was not a fingle Epiftle o f his o w n more ordinary oc
cafions, but a determination upon a we igh ty Qaef t ion made by 
z Synod of Bijhops ov Elders, i n who le N a m e , as w e l l as that 
o f Cyprian, i t was w r i t t e n and fent un to the Churches w h o had 
craved their advice. 

2. H E doth not on ly aftert the Right of the people to choofe 
worthy perfons to be their Bifhops, and reje£{ thofe that are un 
w o r t h y ; but alfb i n d u f t r i o u f l y proves i t lb to be their R i g h t 
by Divine Inftitution ixnd Appo in tmen t . 

3. H E declares i t to be the Sin of the People, i f they neg lea 
t l ic ufe and exercife o f their R i g h t and. Power i n r e j e a i n g and 
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w i t h d r a w i n g themlelves f r o m the C o m m u n i o n o f Vnmrthy 
Pafiorsy and choofmg others i n their room. 

4 . H E af f i rms that this tvas the Prance, not only o f the 
Churches o f Africk, but o f thofe I n m o f t o f the other Pro, 
vinces o f the Empi re . Some paifagcs i n his Di lcour le , wherein 
al l thefe things are alferted, I ftiall tranfcribe m the Order 
where in they lie i n the E p i f t l e . . • . 

NEC fibi plebs hUndUtur, quafi tmmunu efje acontagto dehet, 
pom cum facer dote teccatorecommunicanSy & ad tnjuftum & tlli 
citum Pr^Voftti fui Epifcopatum confenfum fmm commodans. 
Propter Jodplebs obfeqienspr.cepti. Dor.nntcts &Deum metue„s^ 
^veccatonprlpofitofepararefe debet-, mc feadSacrtlegt Sacerdotis 

d 7 f o r f a l L t e : : vel indtgnos recufandt; qu.d & ipfum-uide-
musdeDivina Author it ate defcendere. , _ , ^ 

« F O R this caufe the people obedient to the Commands o f our 
« T o r d and fearins God, ought to feparate themlelves f r o m a 
« w k t d s l f io^i^^^ m i x themfelves w i t h the W o r i h i p o f a 
« Sacrilegious Prief t . For they pr incipal ly have the power o f 
« choofing the w o r t h y Priefts, and r e j ea ing the u n w o r t h y ; 
« w h i c h comes f r o m Div ine A u t h o r i t y or A p p o i n t m e n t ; as he 
proves f r o m the O ld and N e w Tef tament . N o t h i n g can be 
fpoken more f u l l y reprefenting the T r u t h w h i c h w e plead 
for . H e affigns unto the people a Right and Power oi fepara-
t i n g f r o m u n w o r t h y Paftors, o f rejedting or depofing them, 
and that granted to them by D i v i n e A u t h o r i t y 

A N D this Power o f Ekaion i n the people, he proves f r o m 
the Apof to l i ca l Pradice before in f i f t ed on. Q^od pofica fecundum 
Divina Magifteria ohfcrvatur in Act is Apofiolorum , quando 
in Ordinando in locum Juda Epifcopo, Petrus ad plcbem loquitur 
Surrexit, in quit, Petrus in medio difcentiiim, fuit autem turba in 
uno. Nec hoc in Epifcoporum t ant urn & Saccrdotum, fed in Dl^ 
conortim Ordinationibus obfervaffe Apoftolos , de quo & ipfo i) 
A5iis eorum iScriptum eft. Et convocarunt, inquit, duodecim 
totamplehem Difcipulorum,& dixerunt eis, & c . 

ACCORDING unto the Divine Commands the fame courfc wa^ 
obferved in the Acts of the Apoftles,whQYCofhc gives inftances i n 
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o f Matthias, J B . i . and o f the Deacons t he E l e £ t i o n 
Chap . 6. 

A N D afterwards fpeak ing o f Ord ina t ion , De Vniverf^ 
Fratermtatts Suffr^gio, by the Suffrage of the whole Brotherhood 
A a v , r ' ' ^̂ "̂  ^^y^' Diligenter de tradition Divina, & 

Afojtohca objervationefer'vandum eft & tenendum apud nos quoque, 
ut fere per umverfas frm^incias tenetur : According to which Divine 
Iradttton and Apoftolical Pramce, this cuftom is to be Preferved 
and kept amongft us alfo, as it is almoft through all the Pro
vinces. J <^ 

T H O S E w h o are not moved w i f T i his A u t h o r i t y , yet , I t h i n k 
nave reafon to believe h i m in a matter of Faft, o f w h a t was 
•done everjjvhere, or almofl : every where, i n his o w n days; and 
t h e y may take Time to an fwer his Reafons w h e n they can 
w h i c h comprize t l ie fubftance o f al l that w e plead i n this Cafe! 

the Tef t imonies in following Ages g iven unto this R i g h t 
and Power o f the People i n choohng their o w n Church-Of i i c? i^ . 
Bilhops and others, recorded i n the Decrees of Councils, the 
Writings of the learned M e n i n them, the Refcripts of Popes, 

11 ^r^^ff'^^jf'^^ of Emperours, are fo f u l l y and f a i t h f u l l y 
Col le t t ed by Bhndellus i n the T h i r d Part o f his Apology for the 
judgment o f / / /erow about Epifcopacy, as that no th ing can be 
added unto his diligence, nor is there any need o f farther con
f i rma t ion o f the T r u t h i n this behalf 
\ T H E pretence alfo o f BelUrmme, and others w h o f o l l o w 
f i l m , and_ bor row their conceits f r o m h i m , that this liberty of 
m people m choofing their o w n Bifhops and Paf to rs , was 
granted unto them at f i r f t by w a y o f Indulgence or C o n n i -
vence ; and that being abufed by them, and turned in to dif^ 
order, was gradually iaken from them, u n t i l i t i i f u e d i n t h a t 
Ihamefu l mock ing o f God and M a n , w h i c h is i n ufe i n the 
Roman Church, w h e n at the Ordina t ion o f a BtihopoK Pr ief t 
5ne Deacon makes a demand, Whether the Perfon to be Ordained 
Je approved by the people, andano the ranEve r sou to faco rne r 
T h a t the people approve h i m , have been fb confuted by Proteftant 
Writers o f all forts , that i t is needlefi to i n f i f t any longer on 
:hem. 

I N D E E D , 

S i " 
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I N D E E D , the Conceflions that are made, that this Ancient 
Pradice o f the C h u r c h , i n the peoples choofing their o w n Officers 
( w h i c h to deny, is all one as to deny that the Sun gives L i g l i t at 
Noon-day) is, as unto its JR/;?/'^ by various degrees translcrred 
unto Fopes, Patrons and Bijhops, w i t h a Reprefentation in a 
meer Pageantry, o f the peoples l iber ty to make Objcd ions 
againfl: them that are to be Ordained, are as fair a conccffion o f 
the gradual Jpoftacy o f Churches f r o m their Or ig ina l Order and 
ConlHtu t ion , as need be delired. 

T H I S Power and Right w h i c h w e a f f ign unto the people, 
is not to a d i t monly in^fthfeqtient confent nntoom^^^^^ 
Drdained, i n the acceptance o f h i m ^^J^^f^'^^^^^ or 
Paftor H o w far that may fahe the d e f e d and di loider of the 
^mif f ion o f previous Eled ions , and fopreferve the Effence o f 
the M i n i f t e r i a l C a l l , I do not n o w enquire. But that w h i c h 
we plead f o r , is, the Power and R i g h t o f E l e d i o n to be exer-
:iled previoujly unto the fb lemn Ord ina t ion or f e t t i ng apart o f 
my unto the Faftoral Of f i ce , communicat ive o f Off ice-Power 
n its o w n k i n d unto the perfbn chofen. 

T H I S is part o f that conteft w h i c h fo r f u n d r y Ages filled 
"noft Countries o f Europe w i t h broils and difbrders.^ Ne i the r 
5 there yet an end put unto i t . Bu t i n this prefent difcourfe w e 
-̂e not i n the leaft concerned i n thefe things. For our E n -

] u i r y is w h a t State and Order o f Church-ASdXxs is de-
;lared and reprefented unto us i n the Scripture. A n d therein 
:here is not the leaft i n t ima t ion o f any o f thofe things f r o m 
ivhence this Cont rover fy d id arife, and whereon i t doth depend. 

hecular Endowments , J u r i f d i d i o n s , I n v e f t i t u r e , R i g h t s o f Pre-
fentation, and the l ike , w i t h r e f p e d unto the Evangelical 
Paftoral Of f i ce , or its exercife i n any place, w h i c h are the f u b j e d 
&f thefe Contef ts , are fo re ign unto al l things t i ia t are d i reded 
in the Scriptures concerning them, nor can be reduced unto any 
th ing that belongs unto them. Wherefore, whether this JU^ 
V A T R O N A T V S be conf i f ten t vvi th G o f p e l - I n f t i t u t i o n s ; 
whether i t may be continued w i t h r e l p e d unto Lands, Ty thes 
and Benefices ; or h o w i t may be reconciled unto the R i g h t o f 
the People i n the .Choice o f their o w n Ecclefiaft ical Officers, 
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f r o m t l i cd i f f e r cn t A6fs, Objects and Ends required un to the one 
and the other, are things not o f our prefent confideration. 

A N D this w e a f f i r m to be agreeable unto natural Reafon and 
Equity, t o the nature of Churches i n their i n f t i t u t i o n and ends, 
to al l A u t h o r i t y and Off ice-Power i n the C h u r c h , neceffary 
un to its E d i f i c a t i o n , w i t h the fecur i ty o f the Conlcienccs 
o f the Officers themfelves, the prefervat ion o f due r e f p e d and 
obedience unto t hem, confl i tOted by the I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t 
h i m f e l f i n his A p o f t l e s , and the p ra f t i ce o f the P r i m i t i v e 
C h u r c h . Wherefore , the ut ter cLeffoiling o f the C h u r c h , o f 
the Dilc iples , o f thofe gathered i n C h u r c h Societies by his 
A u t h o r i t y and C o m m a n d , o f this R i g h t and L i b e r t y , may be 
efteemed a Sacrilege o f an higher nature, than f u n d r y other 
things w h i c h are reproached as c r imina l under that N a m e . 

A N D i f any f h a l l yet farther appear to j u f t i f i e this depriva
t i o n o f the R i g h t laid c la im un to , and the exclufion o f the 
people f r o m their Anc ien t PofTeffion w i t h fbbr ie ty o f A r g u m e n t 
and Reafbn , the w h o l e caufe may be yet farther debated f r o m 
principles o f natural Light and E q u i t y , f r o m maxims o f Lm 
and Polity, f r o m the neceffi ty o f the Ends o f Church-Order and 
Power , f r o m the mora l i m p o f f i b i l i t y o f any other w a y o f 
the conveyance o f Eccleftafttcal Office-Power, as w e l l as f r o m 
Evangelical I n f t i t u t i o n and the pradice o f the firft Churches. 

I T w i l l be O b j e d e d , I ivnow, that the Ref to ra t ion o f this 
L i b e r t y un to the people, w i l l ove r th row that jus Patronatus,, 
or R i g h t o f prefenting unto Livings and Preferments, w h i c h 
is ef tabl ifhed by L a w i n this N a t i o n , and f o u n d e r a pretence 
o f r e f to r ing un to the people their R i g h t i n common, de f t roy 
other Mens undoubted R i g h t s i n the i r o w n enclofures. 

B U T this E l e f t i o n o f the C h u r c h , do th not a d u a l l y and 
immediately inf ta te the perfbns chofen i n the Office whereunto 
he is chofen ; nor give a d u a l R i g h t unto its Exercife. I t is 
required moreover, that he be fo lemnly fet apart unto his 
Office i n and by the Church with Eafting and Prayer. T h a t 
there f l i o u l d be fbme k i n d o f peculiar Prayer i n the dedication 
3f any unto the Office o f the M i n i f t r y , is a not ion that could 
never be obliterated i n the minds o f M e n concerned i n thefe 
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t h i n g s , nor caft out o f their Pradtice. O f \yhat fo r t they 
have been amongf t many w e do not n o w enquire. But there 
ha th been lefs regard unto the other D u t y , namely, that thefe' 
Prayers ihou id be accompanied w i t h Faffing. But this alfo is 
neceffary by V i r t ue o f Apof to l ica l Example, AB. 14. 25. 

T H E C o n d u d o f this W o r k belongs unto the Elders or 
Officers of the Church, where in any one is to be fo Ordained. 
I t d id belong unto extraordinary Officers w h i l f t they were cont i , 
nued i n the Church . A n d upon the Celfat ion o f their Off ice , 
i t is devolved on the ordinary Itated Officers o f the U i u r c h . I t 
is fo I fav, i n cafe there be any fuch O^fe r l j e fo re hxcd i n the 
Church whereunto^ any one is to. be only Ordained. A n d i n 
cafe thel-e be none, the Af f i f t ance of Paftors or Elders o f other 
Churches may and ought t obede f i r ed , unto the. C o n d u d and 
jRe?«//t//o/> o f the D u t y . , . 

I T is needlefs to enquire wha t is the Author i t a t ive influence 
o f this Ordinat ion, in to the Communication of Office or Off ice-
Power • w h i l f t i t is acknowledged to be indifpenfably ne-
celTarv'and to belong effentially unto the C^//unto 0 # f e . For 
w h e n fundry Duties, as thefe of EleBion and Ordtnation,^xe 
required unto the fame E n d , by V i r t u e o f D iv ine I n l f i t u . 
t i o n , i t is not for me to determine wha t is the peculiar eilicacy 
o f the one or the other,, feeing neither o f them w i t h o u t the 

other, hath any at a l l . / ^ j - « • r -
H E R E U N T O is added, as an External Adjunct, impoht ion 

o f hands fignificant o f the perfons f b called to Office, i n and unto 
the Church . For a l though i t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t l y proved, that 
the ufe o f this Ceremony was defigned unto continuance, after 
a Ceffa t ion o f the Communication of the extraordinary Gifts of 
theUoly Ghoft, whereof i t was the fign and out ward means, i n 
extraordinary Officers ; yet we . do freely grant i t unto the o rd i 
nary Officers o f the Church ; provided that there be no appre-
henfion o f i ts , being the fole Au tho r i t a t i ve Conveyance 
o f a fi icceffive flux ofOfice-Pomr ; w h i c h i s d e f t r u d i v e o f the 
whole nature o f the in f t ' i t u t ion . 

A N D this may at prefent f u f f i c e , as unto the Ca//of meet 
pcrlbns. unto the Pafteral Office, and confequcntly any other 

Office 

file:///yhat
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Ihe Officers of the Church.' 

Office i n the C h u r c h . T h e things f o l l o w i n g are effentially neceifary-
un to i t , fo as that Authority and Right to Feed and P ule i n the 
C h u r c h i n the Name o f C h r i f t , as an Off icer o f his Houte , that 
may be given unto any one thereby by v i r tue o f his L a w , and 
the Charter granted by h i m un to the C h u r c h i t f e l f : T h e Firft 
is, T h a t antecedently unto any ad ings o f the Church towards 
fuch a per fbn , w i t h refpecl unto Of f i ce , he be furn iQied by 
the L o r d C h r i f t h i m l e l f w i t h Graces and Gifts, and Abi l i t i es , 
for the dilcliarge o f t l ie Of f i ce whereunto he is t o be called. 
T h i s D i v i n e Def ignat ion o f the perfbn to be called, r e f t s o n 
the K i n g l y Off ice and care o f C h r i f t towards his Church . 
"Wlicre this is wholly w a n t i n g , i t is not i n the power of any 
Church under Heaven, by v i r tue o f any o u t w a r d Order or A £ t , 
to communicate P4/?t5r/t/ o r M i n i f t e r i a l Power unto any perfon 
whatever . Secondly, There is to be an Exploration or Trial o f 
thofe Gi f t s and Abi l i t ies as unto their Accommodation unto the 
Edif icat ion o f that C h u r c h , whereunto any perfbn is to be Or
dained a Paftor o r iV l in i f t e r . But a l though the R i g h t o f judg
i n g herein, belong unto and rcfide i n the C h u r c h i t fe l f , ( f o r 
w h o elie is able to judge fo r them, or is entruf ted fo to do .?) yet 
is i t their W i f d o m and D u t y to defire the Afftftance and Guidance 
o f thofe w h o are approved i n the difcharge o f their Off ice ii> 
other Churches. Thirdly, The firft a£f of Power committed unto 
the Churc l i by Jefus C h r i f t f o r the con f t i t u t i on o f Ordinary 
Officers i n i t , is, that Election of a perfbn qualif ied and triedy 
un to his Of f i ce , w h i c h w e have n o w vindicated. Fourthly, 
There is required hereunto the Solemn Ordination, Inauguration. 
Dedication or fe t t ing apart o f the peribns fo chofen by the Pres
bytery o f the Church with Fafting and Prayer^ and the ou twa rd 
f i g n o f the Impofition-of Hands. 

T H I S is that Order w h i c h the Ru le o f the Scripture, the 
Example o f the F i r f t Churches, and the nature o f the thmgs 
themfelves, d i r e f t unto . A n d al though I w i l l not fay tha t 
a defe£ l i n any o f thefe, efpecially i f i t be f r o m unavoidable 
hindrances, do th difimulb the Ca l l o f a perfon to the 
Paftoral O f f i c e ; yet I m u f t fay , tha t where they are n o t 
a l l duly attended unto , the I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t is geg-
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l e d e d , and the Order o f the C l i u r c h i n f r i n g e d : Wherefore 
. T H E Plea o f the communicat ion o f all A u t h o r i t y fo r Of f i ce ' 

and o f Of f i ce i t fe l f , folely by a Jlux of Power from the f r f t 
Ordainers, t h rough the hand^ of their pretended Succejfors'ma,\\ 
Ages, under al l the innumerable Mifcarriages whereunto they 
are f u b j e d , and Iiave adua l ly fallen i n to , w i t h o u t any r e f p e 4 
unto the confent or call o f the Churches, by R u l e , L a w s and 
Orders, fore ign to the Scripture, is contrary to the who le nature 
o f Evangelical Churches, and al l the ends o f their I n f t i t u t i o n ; 
jis f b a l l be mani fef led , i f i t be necdfuL 

C H A P . V . 

The Efpecial Duty of Papers of Churches, 

-C T E have declared the way whereby Pajlors ditegiven 
unto , and inf la ted i n the Church . T h a t w h i c h 

^ ' fliould cnfue, is account of their Work and Duty 
i n the Difchargc o f their Off ice . Bu t this hath been the f u b j e d 
o f many large Difcourfes , both among the Ancient Wri te rs o f 
the Church , and o f late. I fliall therefore on ly touch on f o m « 
things that are o f m o l l ncceifary confideration., 

I . T H E F i r f t and Principal D u t y o f a Paftor, is to feed 
the flock by di l igent Preaching o f the W o r d . I t is a p romife 
relating to the N e w T c f t a m e n t ; that God would give unto his 
Church Paftors according to his own heart, which Jhouldfeed them 
with Kjtowledge and Under ft anding, Jer. 15. T l i i s is by 
Teaching or'^Preaching the W o r d , and no o t i i e r w i f c . T h i s 
Feeding is o f the EJfence o f the 0/Jice of a Paftor, as unto the 
exercife o f i t ; f b that he w h o doth not, or cannot, or will not 
fed the Flock, i sno l^a f to r , whatever ou tward call , or w o r k he 
may have i n the Church . T h e care o f Preaching the Gofpd 
was commit ted to Peter, and i n h i m unto all true Paftors o f 
the Church under the name o f Feeding, Joh,i\, 1 5 , 1 6 . A c . 
, , , „„._.. „ f.Orrl;nrt. 
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cording to the example o f the Apof t les they are t o free t h e m -
lelves f r o m all encumbrances, that they may give themfelves 
w h o l l y un to the Word and Prayer, A £ t . 6. T h e i r w o r k is to 
labour in the Word and DoBrine, i T i m . 5 . 1 7 . and thereby to 
feed the Flock over: -which the fjoly Ghoft hath made them Over 
feers, AQc. %o. A n d i t is that , w h i c h is every where g iveq 
t hem i n charge. 

T H I S W o r k and D u t y , therefore, as was f a i d , iseffential 
unto the Of ice o f a Paf tor . A M a n is a Paftor unto t hem 
w h o m he feeds by Paf toral Teach ing , and to no more. A n d 
he that do th not fo feed, is no Paftor . N o r is i t required o n l y 
that he Preach now and then at his le ifure ; bu t that he lay afide 
al l other Employments , t h o u g h lawful, all other Duties i n the 
C h u r c h , as unto Eich a conftant attendance on t hem, as w o u l d 
d iver t h i m f r o m this w o r k , that he give himfelf unto it, that he 
be in thefe things labouring to the u t m o f t o f his A b i l i t y . W i t h 
ou t this , no M a n w i l l be able to ^IVQ a comfortable account of 
the Pamoral Office at the la f t day. 

T H E R E is indeed no more required o f any M a n than 
God g ive th h i m A b i l i t y f o r . Weaknefs, Sicknefs, Bodi ly I i > 
firmities, may difenable Men f r o m the a d u a l difcharge o f this 
D u t y , i n that a f l i du i ty and frequency w h i c h are required i n 
ordinary cafes. A n d fbme may th rough or other incapa
c i ta t ing Dif tempers , be ut ter ly difabled fo r i t , i n w h i c h cafe i t 
is their D u t y to lay^ d o w n and take a d iCn i f l i on f r o m their 
Office ; or , i f their d i fab i l i ty be but partial, provide a fuitable 
f u p p l y , that the Edi f ica t ion o f the C h u r c l i be not prejudiced. 
Bu t f o r M e n to pretend themlelves Pajlors of the Church, and to 
be unable f o r , or negligent o f this W o r k and D u t y , is to l ive i n 
open defiance o f the Commands o f C h r i f t . 

W E have l ived to fee, or hear o f reproachful fcorn and 
contempt caft upon laborious Preaching, that is labouring in the 
Word and DoBrine ; and al l manner o f difcouragcments g iven 
unto i t , w i t h endeavours for its fuppref t ion i n fundry inftances. 
Yea ibmc have proceeded fo far , as to declare that the w o r k 
o f Preaching is unnecejfary in the Church, fo to reduce al l R e l i 
g i o n to the Reading and Ru le o f the Liturgy. T h e next 

nrr^mpta-
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at tempt, fo f a t as I k n o w , may be to o.-fsXndcChrifl himfdf 
out o f their R e h g i o n , w h i c h the denial o f a necclTity o f 
^Preaching the Gofpe l makes an entrance in to , yea, a good 
Progrels towards. i j T> ' 

S U N D R Y things are required unto this W o r k and D u t y o f 
?4ord Preaching: As , ( i . ) Spiritual mfdom and Under-
ftandins in t l ie Myf te r ies o f the G o l p e l ; that they may declare 
un to the Church the whole counfel of God, and the unfearchable 
Riches o f C h r i f t ; fee AB. 20. 27. i Cor. 2. 4 , 5, 6, 7. 
Ephef 3. 8, 9 , 1 0 , I I . T h e generality o f the Church , elpecially 
thofe w h o are g r o w n i n knowledge and experience have a f p i . 
ritual i n f i g h t in to thefe things A n d the A p o f t l e prays that a l l 
Believers may have i b , Ephef i . 17, 18, 19. A n d i l thofe that 
i n f t r u a them, or fliould ib do, have not iome degree o f Eml 
nency herein, they cannot be ufeful to lead them on to per 
f e a f o n . A n d the l i t t l e care hereof or concernment herein, is 
that w h i c h i n our days hath rendred the Miniftry o f many 
f ru i t lc i s and uielefs. ( 2 . ) Experience of the power of the TrutU 
w h i c h they Preach i n and upon their o w n Souls. W i t h o u t 
this, they w i l l themfelves be lifelefs and heartlefs i n their o w n , 
w o r k , and their labour for the m o f t part unprofitable towards 
othei-s. I t is to fuch M e n , attended unto , as a task for their 
advantage; or as that w h i c h carries fbme fa t i s faa ion in i t f r o m 
of tenta t ion, and fuppofed Reputat ion w h e r e w i t h i t is accom
panied. Bu t a M a n Prcacheth that Sermon only w e l l unto 
others, w h i c h Preachethit f e l f i n h i s o w n Sou!. A n d he that 
do th not feed on , and thr ive i n the Digeftwnof the Food w h i c h 
he provides for others, w i l l fcarce make i t favoui y unto them. 
Yea, he knows not but the food he hath provided may hcpoyfon 
unlefs he have really tafted o f i t h i m l e l f I f t l ie W o r d doth 
not d w e l l w i t h power in us, i t w i l l not pafs w i t h power from 
us. A n d no M a n lives i n a more w o f u l i condit ion than t l iofe 
w h o really ^f7/VT;e not themfelves w h a t t l icy pcrfvvade others 
to believe continually- T h e want , o f this E.xptrience o f the 
power o f G o f j i e l - T r u t l i on their o w n Souls, is that w h i c h 
gives us fb many lifelefs, faplefs Orations, queint i n Words 
and dead as to Power, inf tead o f Preaching the Gof|oel i n 

th< 
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the Demonfiration of the Spirit. A n d let any fay w h a t they 
pleafe, i t is evident, that fome M ( f f s Preaching as w e l l as others 
not Preaching, ha th l o f t the credit o f their M i n i f t r y . {3.) Skill 
to divide the Word aright, 2 Tim. 2. 15-. A n d this confif ts i n a 
praSiical Wifdom upon a d i l igent attendance unto the W o r d o f 
T r u t h , to f i n d out w h a t is real, f ub f t an t i a l and meet food fo r 
the Souls o f the Hearers, to give unto all for ts o f perfbns i n the 
C h u r c h that w h i c h is their proper por t ion . A n d this requires, 
( 4 O A prudent and di l igent conf deration of the fiate of the 
Flock, over w h i c h any M a n is fe t , as unto their ftrength or 
weaknefs, their g r o w t h or d e f e d i n knowledge ( the meallire o f 
their attainments r equ i r ing either Milk or flrong Meat; ) their 
Temptat ions and Duties, their Spir i tual Decays or T h r i v i n g s ; 
and that not only i n general, but as near as may be w i t h refjaedl 
unto a l l the I n d i v i d u a l Members o f the Church . W i t h o u t a due 
regard unto thefe things. M e n Preach at random, uncertainly 
fghting' like thofe that beat the Air. Preaching Sermons not de-
figned fo r the advantage o f t hem to w h o m they are Preached ; 
i n f i f t i n g on general D o d r i n e s not levelled to the condit ion o f 
the A u d i t o r y ; fpeak ing w h a t M e n can, w i t h o u t confide 
ra t ion o f w h a t they ought, are things that w i l l make M e n 
weary o f Preaching, w h e n their minds are not influenced w i t h 
ou twa rd advantages ; as muc l i as make others weary i n hearing 
o f them. A n d , (5-.) A l l thefe, i n the whole difcharge o f their 
D u t y are to be conf tan t ly accompanied w i t h the evidence o f ^;e4/ 
fo r the g lo ry o f G o d , and compaffionfor the Souls of Men. Where 
thefc are not i n vigorous exercife, i n the M i n d s and Souls o f 
them that Preach the Word, g i v i n g a Demonf t r a t ion o f t l i e m -
ielves unto the Confcicnces o f them that hear, the quickening 
Form, the Life and Soul o f Preaching is l o f t . 

A L L thefe things feem common, obvious and univerfal ly ac
knowledged : But the ruine o f the M i n i f t e r y o f the m o f t fo r 
the w a n t o f them, or f r o m notable defers i n them, is, or may 
be no lefs evidently k n o w n . A n d the very naming o f t hem, 
w h i c h is all at prelent w h i c h I def ign , is fu f f i c ien t to evidence 
b o w great a neceffity there is incumbent on a l l Paflorsof 
Churches, to give themfelves unto the Word and Prayer, to /ahui 

H — i « 
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i;? /̂̂ e W^̂ ?̂ ^ DoBrifte, to be continually intent on this W o r k , 
to engage a l l the faculties o f their Souls, to ftir up a l l their 
Graces and Gi f t s un to conftant exercife, i n the dilcharge o f their 
D u t y . Vox who is fulficknt for thefe things. A n d as the conf i , 
rlpraVlnn n f them is fu f f i c ien t to f h r up all M m i f t e r s unto 
Z I T P L ^ S^ ^^PP^^' o f Div ine Aids and Af f i f t ance , f o . 
rhat W o r k w h i c h i n their o w n ftrength they can no w a y 
anfWer • fo is i t enough to w a r n them o f the avoidance o f all 
things that w o u l d give them a Dive r f ion or Avocat ion f r o m 
the conftant attendance unto the difcharge o f i t . 

W H E N M e n undertake the P ^ / o r ^ / a n d either judge 
i t not their Duty to Preach, or are not abk fo to do, or at tempt 
i t onlv at fome fo lemn Seafons, or attend unto i t as a task re
quired o f them w i t h o u t that Wifdom, Skill, Diligence, Care, 
Prudence, Zeal and Compaffon, w h i c h are required thereunto, 
the Glory and U f e o f the M i n i f t r y w i l l be ut ter ly def t royed. 

2. T H E Second D u t y o f a Paftor towards his Flock, is, 
continual fervent Prayer for them. Give our felves unto the Word 
and Prayer. W i t h o u t this , no M a n can, or do th Preach to 
t hem as he ought , nor pe r fo rm any other D u t y o f his PaforaL 
Office. F r o m hence may any M a n take the beft meafure o f the 
difcharge o f his D u t y towards his F lock . H e that doth con
ftantly, d i l igen t ly , fervent ly Pray fo r them, w i l l have a T e f t i -
mony i n h i m f e l f o f his o w n fincerity i n the difcharge o f a l l 
other Paftoral Duties ; nor can he voluntar i ly o m i t or neg le f t 
any o f t hem. A n d as for thofe w h o are negligent herein, be 
their Pains, Labour and T r a v e l i n other Dut ies , never f o great, 
they may be influenced f r o m other Rea fbns , and f b give 
no evidence o f f incer i ty i n the difcharge o f their Of f ice . 
this conftant Prayer fo r the C h u r c h , w h i c h is f b incumbent on 
all Paftors, as that whatever is done w i t h o u t i t , is o f no efteem 
i n the fight o f Jefus C h r i f t : R e f p e d is to be had, ( i . ) U n t o 
the Success of the Word, un to al l the bleffed ends o f i t among 
them. Thefe are no lefs than the improvement and ftrength-
ening o f all their Graces, the D i r e d i o n o f all their Duties, their 
Edi f ica t ion i n Fa i th and L o v e , w i t h the entire c o n d u d o f their 
Souls i n the l i fe o f G o d , unto the enjoyment o f h i m . T o 
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Preach the W o r d therefore, and not to f o l l o w i t w i t h conf ian t 
and fervent Prayer fo r its fiiccels, is to disbelieve its ule, negledt 
its end, and to caft away the Seed o f the Gofpe l at r andom. 
( 2 J U n t o theTeniptations that the C h u r c h is generally expoled 
un to . The le greatly va ry , according unto the o u t w a r d c i rcum-
ftances o f things. T h e Temptations i n general that accompany 
a State o f o u t w a r d Peace and Tranquility, are o f another nature, 
than thole that attend a t ime ofTrodle, Perfecution^Diftrefs and 
P o v e r t y . A n d fo i t is as un to other Occafions and Circumftances. 
T h e f e the Paflors of Churches ough t d i l i gen t ly t o confider, 
look ing on them as the means and ways whereby Churches have 
been ruined, and the Souls o f many l o f t fo r ever. W i t h r e lpe£ t 
unto them therefore, ought their Prayers fo r the C h u r c h to 
be fervent , ( j . ) U n t o the efpecial State and condi t ion o f a l l 
the Members , i b far as i t is k n o w n unto them. T h e r e may be 
o f them, w h o are fp i r i t ua l l y f i ck and difeafed, tempted, a f f l i a e d , 
bemif ted , wander ing out o f the w a y , fu rp r i zed i n Sins and 
Mifcarr iages , difconlblate and troubled i n Spi r i t i n a peculiar 
manner. T h e remembrance o f t hem a l l ough t to abide w i t h 
t h e m , and to be cont inual ly called over i n their dai ly Paftord 
Supplications. ( 4 . ) U n t o the pre fence ofChrifl i n t i ie Affenibl ies 
o f the C h u r c h , w i t h al l the blefled Evidences and Te f t imon ies 
o f i t . T h i s is that alone w h i c h gives L i f e and Power unto a l l 
C h u r c h AlTemblies; w i t h o u t w h i c h , all o u t w a r d Order and 
Forms o f D i v i n e W o r l h i p i n t hem, arc bu t a dead Carcafs. N o w 
this pre/ence of Chrifi i n the AiTemblies o f his C h u r c h , h by his 
Spirit, accompanying al l Ordinances o f W o r l h i p w i t h a gra
cious D i v i n e Ef f i cacy , evidencing i t i c l f by bleffed Operations 
on the M i n d s and Hearts o f the Congregat ion. T h i s are 
Paftors o f Churches cont inual ly to Pray for, and they w i l l do 
f o , w h o undcrf tand that all the fuccefs o f their labours, and 
al l the acceptance o f the C h u r c h w i t h God i n their Duties, do 
depend hereon. (^5.) T o their prefervation i n Fa i th , L o v e and 
F ru i t ! ulnefs, w i t h all the Duties that belong unto them, &c. 

I T were much to be-defired, that all thole w h o take upon 
them this Pafloral Office, d id w e l l confider and underf tand 
h o w great and neceilary a part o f their W o r k and D u t y do th 
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conl i l t i n i n c u contimmlftrvent Prayer tor t t icir Flocks. Furi 
befides that i t is the only in l l i t u t ed w a y , whereby, they may 
by vir tue o f their Off ice hkfs their ^ f f ' ' ' ^ ^ ^ f 7 ' " 
find their Hearts and M i n d s i n and by ^ 1 ; ^ f ^ S j : «f i t , 
more and more fiHed w i t h love, and engaged w i t h diligence, 
un to al o t h T D u t i e s o f their Office and excited unto the E x l 
e i S o f a Grace towards the whole Church on al occaRonsJ 
i n i where anv are necrligent herein, there is no D u t y w h i c h 

A n d where any n ^ o ^ ^ . but i t is influenced w i t h / ^ / d 
they pe r fo rm towards the Church b̂ ^̂ ^̂  / ye 

eonfideratwns, and w i l l not ho ld we ign t tae 

Sanauary . p^,-^^ ,f the Seds of the Covenant 
^' 7 rh?m as the Stewards of the Houfe of Chrtft. For 

r o l h e r t l i e X^^^^^^^^^^ D-4fk^^ion of the W o r d i s c o m J 
w h ™ t o thcJdmimfirationofthe is annexed. 

C t h W r p r ^ l end i the^pccuhar Conf i rma t ion and A p J 
r 7nn 5 the W o r d Preached. A n d herein there are three 

& t L t 1 h e y a ^ I to attend unto. ( i . ) T h e Times and Seafons 
o f A d m i n i f t r a t i o n unto the Churches Edi f ica t ion , efpe-
? X tha t o f the Lords Supper whofe frequency is en)Oined. 
^ r f t h e D u t y o f Paftors to confider all the neceffary Ctrc urn fiance A 
o f their A d m i n i f t r a t i o n , as unto T i m e , Place ^/equency, 
Order and Decency. ( 2 . ) T o keep/^z^^re/. unto the I n f t i t u a ^ ^ 
r f f r hn-ft as un to the w a y and manner o f their A d m m i f t r a -
o f C h n f t , as un to tne w ^„i„fiit^ted Rites and Cere] 

c Zrn i ! a^^i^h^C.hbvmoa o f ' t h e Ordinance o f the 
S C e t ended at length i n the Ido la t ry o f the M . / > J 
Here in then, alone, and not i n b o w i n g , c r ing ing , and v e f t J 
ments, lies the G l o r y and Beauty o f thefe Admin i f t ra t ions J 
namely , that they are compliant mth, and expreffive of the I„J\ 
Aitution of Chrifi; nor is any t h i n g done i n t h e m , but i n 

•expi^fs obedience un to his A u t h o r i t y . / '̂̂ /̂e recet-ved of the\ 
Lord, that which I deliverU unto you, f a i t h the A p o f t l e i n this 

<:afe, i Cor. 1 1 . 2 ( 3 . ) T o take care that thefe holy things be 
a d m i n i f t r c d only unto thofe w h o are meet and n^o/'/i&y, according 
un to the Rule o f the Gofpel . T h o f e w h o impofe on Paftors 
t h e promifcuous A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f thefe D i v m e Ordinances, 



or the App l i ca t ion o f the Seals un to a l l w i t h o u t difference, 
do deprive them o f one ha l f o f their M i n i f t e r i a l Of f i ce and 
. ) u t y . 

B U T here i t is enquired by fbme . Whether in cafe a Church 
have no Paftor at frefent, or a Teaching Elder with Paftoral 
Power, whether it may not delegate and afpoint the AdmiHiftration 
of tbefe efpecial Ordinances, unto fome Member of the Church at 
this or that feafon , who is meetly qualified for the outward 
Adminiftration of them; w h i c h fo r the fake o f Ibme I fliall 
examine. 

I . N O C h u r c h is CQm^Acat la Order y^ithoxxt Teaching Offi
cers; Efhef 4. I I , 12. X Cor, 12. 27, 28. 

A C f i U R C H not compleat i n 0;'̂ ^er cannot be compleat i n 
Adminiftrations ; becaule the Power o f Adminiftrations depends 
upon the Power o f Order p ropor t ionably . T h a t is, the Power 
o f the Church depends upon the Being o f the C h u r c h . Hence 
the f r f t Duty o f a Church w i t h o u t Officers , is to obtain t h e m 
according to Ru le . A n d to endeavou r to compleat Adminiftra
tions, w i t h o u t an antecedent compleat ing o f Order , is contrary 
un to the M i n d o f C h r i f t , J ^ . 14. 25 . Tit. i . That thois 
fhoul^ft fet in Order the things that are wanting, and Ordain Elders 
in'every Church. T h e p rad ice therefore propofed is irregular 
and contrary to the M i n d o f C h r i f t . 

T H E Order o f the C h u r c h is T w o F o l d ; as EJjentul, as 
Organical. T h e Order o f the C h u r c h as Effential, and its 
Power thence a r i f ing , is, F i r f t fo r its Prefervation. Secondly fo r 
i t s P e r f e d i o n . ( i . ) Forks Pre/ervation, i n A d m i f f i o n and E x -
c lu f ion o f Members . ( 2 . ) For its Perfe^fion, in the Blcaion o f 
Officers. 

N O ^ p a r t o f this Power w h i c h belongs to the Church as 
€[jenttally confidered, can he delegated, but m u f t be aded by t l ie 
who le C h u r c h . T h e y cannot delegate Power to fome to ad
m i t Members , fo as i t i h o u l d not be an A d o f the w h o l e 
Church . T h e y cannot delegate Power to any to E l e d Officers 5 
no r any t h i n g elfe w h i c h beloncrs to them as a Church ejfentialiy. 
T h e Reafon i s ; T h i n g s that belong un to the ejfence o f any t h i n g , 
l)elong unto it formally as ihch, a a d f o cannot be ' i ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ H E 
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"The Vnty of Faftors of Churches. 

T H E Church therefore cannot delegate the Power and A u -
:hority inquired after, f hou ld i t be fuppofed to belong to the 
?ower o f Order, as the Church is effemially confidcred ; w h i c h 
yet i t do th not . 

I F the Church may delegate or fub f t i t u t e others fo r the 
difcharge o f all Ordinances wha t foeve r , w i t h o u t Elders or 
Paflors, then i t may f erfeM the Saints, and compleat the Work of 
pheMinipy w i t h o u t them, w h i c h is contrary to Ephef. 4 . i i , i 2 . 
and Secondly, i t w o u l d render the Minifiry only convenient, and 
not abfolutely neceffary to the C h u r c h ; w h i c h is contrary to 
the I n f t i t u t i o n o f i t . , • . • , 

A P A R T I C U L A R Church , i n Order, as Organical, is t l ie 
adeauate f u b j e a o f all Ordinances, and not'as effential; be-
caufe as effential i t never do th nor can enjoy all Ordinances, 
namely the Minifiry i n particular, whereby i t is conf t i tu ted 
OrganLl. Yet on this i i ippof i t ion the Church as effentially 
conlidered, is the fole a d e q u a t e ^ t ^ ^ o f all Ordmances. 

T H O U G H the C h u r c h be the only Suhjefl, i t is not the 
only Ol^je£} o f Gofpe l Ordinances; but that is various. For 

1 . T H E Preaching of the Word; its f r f t OhjeU is the World, 
fo r Converf ion : I t s next, ProfelTors, fo r Edif icat ion. 

2. B A P T I S M ; I ts only O b j e d is neither the World nor 
the Members o f a Particular C h u r c h ; but Profejfors, w i t h 
thofe that are reckoned to them by Gods A p p o i n t m e n t ; that is 
their I n f a n t Seed. • • -r. • , , 

5. T H E Supper; I ts Obie t t is a Particular Church only^ 
w h i c h is acknowledged; and may be proved by the I n f t i t u t i o n , 
one fpecial end o f i t , and the neceflicy o f D i f c ip l i ne thereon 
depending. 

O R D I N A N C E S whereof the Church is the only SubjeB 
and the only Objeei, cannot be admini f t red Au tho r i t a t i ve ly , 
but by Officers only , ( r . ) Becanfcnonchut Chrifts Stewards 
have Author i ty i n and towards his Houfe as fuch , i Cor. 4. i . 

I Tim. 5. 15. Matth. 24. 25. ( 2 . ; Becaufe i t is an Aa 
of Office-Authority to reprcfent C h r i f t to the whole Church 
and to feed the whole Flock thereby, AcL 20 . 28. i Ptt. 5 2 
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Jhe t>Hty of Pafiors of Churches: 

T H E R E are no footfteps o f any fuch p rad ice among the 
Churches o f God , w h o wa lked i n O r d e r ; neither i n the 
Scripture, nor i n all A n t i q u i t y . 

B U T i t is Ob jeded by thofe w h o a l l o w this Prad ice , That 
if the Church may appoint or fend a perfon forth to Preach, or ap
point a Brother to Preach unto themfelves ; then they may appoiut 
him to Adminifter the Ordinance of the Supper. 

Anfw. H E R E is a m i l l a k e i n the Supppf i t ion. T h e C h u r c h , 
that is the Body o f i t , cannot fend out any Brother Authorita
tively to Preach. T w o things are required the reun to ; Col
lation of Gifts, z.wd. Communication of Office ; neither o f w h i c h , 
the- C h u r c h under that confideration can do to one that is fent 
f o r t h . But where God gives Gifts by his Spi r i t , and a Ca l l by 
his Providence, the C h u r c h on ly complies t h e r e w i t h ; not i n 
communica t ing A u t h o r i t y to the per fbn , but i n praying for 3. 
Ble f f ing upon his W o r k . 

T H E fame is the cafe in de f i r ing a Brother to Teach among 
them. T h e D u t y is mora l i n its o w n na tu re ; the Gi f t s and 
C a l l are f r o m God alone, the occafion o f his exercife is only-
admin i f t r ed by the C h u r c h . 

I T is farther added by the fame perfbns, that , I f a Brother 
or one who is a Difciple, only may Baptiz,e, then he may alfo 
Adminifter the Lords Supper, being defired of the Church. 

Anfw. T H E f u p p o f i t i o n is not granted nor proved, but there 
is yet a difference between thefe Ordinances ; the O b j e d o f 
one being Profejfors as fuch at large ; the O b j e d o f the other 
being Profejfors as Members o f a Particular C h u r c l i . Bu t 
t o r e t u r n : ' ' 

4- I T is incumbent on them to preferve the Truth'or Do-
Brine of the Gofpel, received and profefTed i n the Church ; and 
to defend i t again f t al l oppof i t ion . T h i s is one principal end 
of the Miniftry, one pr inc ipa l means o f the prefcrvation o f 
the Faith once delivered unto the Saints. T h i s is committed i n ; 
an efpecial manner unto the Paftors o f the Churches, as the 
Apof t l e f requent ly and emphatically repeats the charge o f i t 
Unto Timothy, and i n h i m unto a l l , to w h o m the D i fpen fa t ion 
o f the W o r d is commi t ted , i Epift. i-1,3,4. Chap .4 . 6, 7, i<5. 
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The Duty of Tafiors of Churches, 

Chap 6. 20. 2 E f i f t . i . 14, 22. Chap. 3 . 1 4 , 1 5 , 1 6 . T h e 
fame he g ive th i n charge unto the Elders oftheChurchofEphefm, 
j S ! ^ o . . 8 , 29, 10. W h a t he fays o f h imfe l f , that the Glpriou^ 
Gofpel of the bleffed God was committed trnto hts l r u f t , 1 Ttm. i 
I I is t rue o f all Paftors o f Churches according to their mea 
I I . " " ^ . thev Ihould al l a im at the Account , w h i c h 

I h Z j i n i M my Courfe, I have keft the Earth ^ T j l ^ J . 
T h e C h u r i h is the G ^ d and f ^ ^ i L a ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

pr incipal ly i n its M i n i f t r y ^^^.^^^ '^^^'^f^^^^^^ 
D u t y is that whi^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ f m ^ ^^^^^ J c h u . : ^ ] 
Bereftes ^^^^^'Zvkwas to pre ferve the DoBrine of the Gofpel 
T h p f e o f i t , have many o f themi 

Zkel :rv% things tolaw away Wfcip^^^ them. Bifiopsl 
fresbyters PM^^^ Te^'^'''^ have been the ring-leaders i n Here-
fies W^^^^^^ this D u t y , efpecially at this t ime , when the 
fundamental T r u t h s o f the Golpel are on a l l fides impugned 
f r o m all forts o f Adverfaries, is m an efpecial manner to be 
attended unto. A r \ & ^IPQ,. 

S U N D R Y things are required hereunto. A s , O O ^ciea^-, 
found tomprehenfive knowledge o f the entire D o d r i n c of the 
Gofpel , a X i n e d \ y all meats u f e f u l and commonly prefcribed 
unto^that end, efpecially diligent ftudy of the Scripture w i t h 
fervent Prayer for I l l umina t ion and Under f tandmg. M e n canJ 
not preferve that for others w h i c h they are ignorant o f them-, 
felves. T r u t h may be lo f t by weaknejs, as w e l l as by wtckednefsA 
A n d the d e f c d herein i n many is deplorable. {1.') Love of the\ 
Truth, w h i c h they have lb learned and comprehended. Unleis 
w e look on T r u t h as a Pearl, as that w h i c h is valued at any 
rate, bought w i t h any price, as that w h i c h is better than all 
the W o r l d , w e f l i a l l not endeavour its prefervation w i t h that 
diligence w h i c h is required. Some are ready to part w i t h 
T r u t h at an eaf ierate; or to g r o w indifferent about i t , where
o f w e have multi tudes o f examples i n the days wherein w e 
live I t were eafie to give inftanccs o f fund ry impor tant 
Evangelical Truths, w h i c h our fore-fathers i n the Fa i th 
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contended fo r w i t h al l earneftnefs, and were ready to feal 
w i t h their Blood, w h i c h are n o w utterly difregarded and oppo-
r f \ 7 -a ^^^^^ pretend to fucceed t h e m i n their P ro fc f l i on . 
I t JVliniiters have not a fenfe o f tha t Power o f T r u t h i n their 
o w n Souls, and a taf te o f its Goodnefs, the difcharge o f this 
D u t y IS not t o be e x p e d e d f r o m t h e r a . ( j . ) Kconfciencious 
care and tear o f g i v i n g countenance or encouragement un to 
m-vel Opinions, efpecially fuch as oppofe any T r u t h , o f w h o f c 
t j o w e r and Ef f i cacy , Experience ha th been had among t h e m 
tnat believe. V a i n cu r io f i t y , boldnefs i n conjedures, and 
readinefs to vent their o w n conceits, have caufed no f m a l l t r o u 
ble and damage unto the Church . - (^^:) Learning and ability 
of Mind to di lcern and d i fprove the oppofi t ions o f the A d v e r -
laries o f the T r u t h , and thereby t o ftop their M o u t h s , and 
convince gam-fayers. ( 5 . ) T h e folid confirmation o f the m o f t 
impor t an t T r u t h s o f the Gofpe l , and whereunto al l others are 
refolved i n their Teach ing and M i n i f t r y . M e n may , and do 
ott-times prejudice, yea, betray the T r u t h , by the weaknefs o f 
their l leas fo r i t . ( 6 . ) A diligent watch ow^t their o w n Flocks, 
againf t the crafts o f Seducers f r o m > w i t h o u t , or the f p r i n g i n g 
u p o t any bitter root of error among themfelves. ( 7 . ) A con-
^J^rrent J//ifiance w i t h the Elders and McfTengers o f other 
Churches, w i t h w h o m they are i n C o m m u n i o n , i n the decla
ra t ion o f the Fa i th w h i c h they a l l p ro fe f s ; whereof w e m u f t 
treat af terwards more at large. 

. I T is evident w h a t L e a r n i n g , Labour , Study, Pains, A b i -
i t y and Exercife o f the rat ional Faculties, are o rd inar i ly re

quired unto the r i g h t difcharge o f thefe Duties. A n d where 
yien may be u f e f u l t o the C h u r c h i n other things, bu t are de-

^ d l ^ m thefe, i t becomes t h e m to w a l k and a d both c i r cum-
pe t t ly and h u m b l y , f requent ly def i r ing and adhering un to the 

Advices of them w h o m God hath entruf ted w i t h more Talents 
and greater Ab i l i t i e s . 

5. I T belongs unto their Charge and Of f i ce , diligently to 
'abourforthe Converfion of Souls unto God, T h e ordinary means 
of CoHverf ion is l e f t unto the C h u r c h , and its D u t y i t is to at
tend unto i t . Yea, one o f thQ principal ends of the l o f t i t u t i o n 
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and Prefervation o f Churches, is the Convcrfwn of Souls; and 
where there are no more to be Converted, there fl^all be no 
more Church on the Ea r th . T o enlarge t i ie K i n g d o m o f 
C h r i f f , to d i f fufe the L i g h t and Savour o f the Gofpc l , to be 
fubfervier t unto the Ca l l ing o f t h e E l e d , or gathermg all the 
Sheep o f C h r i f l in to his Fo ld , are thnigs that God defigns by 
his Churches i n this W o r l d . N o w the prmcipal m f t r u m c n t a l 
caufe o f all thefe, is the Preaching of the Word; and this is 
commit ted unto the Paflors of the Churches. I t is true, M e n 
m a y b e , and of ten are Converted unto God by their occafional 
d i fpcnfa t ion o f the W o r d w h o are not called unto Off ice ; for 
Ji- i« fhe Gofpel it felf th^t IS the Power of God unto Salvation. 
by u ^ ! ^ m f e / 4 r i t is A d m i n i f t r e d , and i t hath been eftbQual 
unto that end, even i n the neceftkry occafional teaching of 
Women. But i t is fo frequently i n the cxercife o f Spir i tual Q f t s , 
bv them w h o are notflated Officers o f the Church , i Cor. 14. 
24, 25. Phil.^- 14, i5> / / ' ^ M - i o . " - But yet this 
hinders n o t , but that the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n or the Glorious 
Gofpe l o f the blelTed God , as unto all the ends o f i t , is com
mi t t ed unto the Paflors of the Church. A n d the Ptrfl Objea 
o f the Preaching o f the Gofpel , is the World, or the M e n o f 
i t for their Converf ion . A n d i t is f b i n the Preaching o f a l l t hem 
unto w h o m that W o r k is commit ted by C h r i f t . T h e W o r k 
o f the Apoft les and Evangelip had this Order i n i t . F i r f t , 
they were to make Difcipies o f M e n , by the Preaching o f the 
Gofpe l unto Converf ion , and this was their pr incipal W o r k , 
as P r f« / t e f t i f i e th , i Cor. 1.17. A n d herein were they g lor iouf iy 
i n f t rumen ta l , i n l ay ing the foundat ion o f the K i n g d o m o f 
C h r i f t al l the W o r l d over. T h e Second par t o f their W o r k , 
was, to teach them that were Converted, or made Difcipies , to 
do , and obferve, all that he d id command them. I n the pur-
f u i t of this part of their C o m m i f f i o n , they gathered the D i f c i 
pies o f C h r i f t i n to Churches, under ordinary Officers o f their 
o w n . A n d al though the W o r k o f thefe Ordinary Officers 
Paflors, and Teachers, be o f the fame nature w i t h theirs, yet 
the Method o f i t is changed i n them. For their firft ordinary 
M^ork is to c o n d u d and teach all the Difcipies o f C h r i f t to do 
—— — . 


