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and Prefervation o f Churches, is the Convcrfwn of Souls; and 
where there are no more to be Converted, there fliall be no 
more Church on the Ea r th . T o enlarge t l ic K i n g d o m o f 
C h r i f t , to d i f fufe the L i g h t and Savour o f the GofpcJ, to be 
fubfervier t unto the Ca l l ing o f t h c E l e d , or gathernig all the 
Sheep o f C h r i f t in to his Fo ld , arc thuigs t l ia t God defigns by 
his Churches i n this W o r l d . N o w the pr incipal i n f t r u m c n t a l 
caufe o f all thefe, is the Preachwg of the Word', and this is 
commit ted unto the Paprs of the Churches. I t is true, M e n 
m a y b e , and of ten are Converted unto God by their occafional 
d i fpcnfa t ion o f the W o r d w h o are not called unto Off ice ; for 
Ji- i« fhe Gofpel it felf t\\^t IS the Pomr of God unto 6 dv at ton. 
V ^ Z ^ ^ o L r i t is A d m i n i f t r e d , and i t hath been eftbQual 
unto that end, even i n the necelTary occafional teachifig of 
Women. But i t is fo frequently i n the cxercire o f Spir i tual Q f t s , 
bv them w h o are not fated Officers o f the Church , i Cor. 14. 
24, 25. Phil.^. 14, i5> / / ' ^ M - i o . " - But yet this 
hinders n o t , but that the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n or the Glorious 
Gofpe l o f the blelTed God , as unto all the ends o f i t , is com
mi t t ed unto the Paflors of the Church. A n d the Pirfi Ob]ea 
o f the Preaching o f the Gofpel , is the World, or the M e n o f 
i t for their Converf ion . A n d i t is fo i n the Preaching o f a l l t hem 
unto w h o m that W o r k is commit ted by C h r i f t . T h e W o r k 
o f the Apoft les and Euangelip had this Order i n i t . F i r f t , 
they were to make DifcipJes o f M e n , by the Preaching o f the 
Gofpe l unto Converf ion , and this was their pr incipal W o r k , 
as P r f« / t e f t i f i e th , i Cor. 1.17. A n d herein were they g lor iouf iy 
i a f l r umen ta l , i n l ay ing the foundat ion o f the K i n g d o m o f 
C h r i f t al l the W o r l d over. T h e Second par t o f their W o r k , 
was, to teach them that were Converted, or made Difciples , to 
do , and obferve, all that he d id command them. I n the pur-
f u i t of this part of their C o m m i f l i o n , they gathered the D i f c i -
ples o f C h r i f t i n to Churches, under ordinary Officers o f their 
o w n . A n d al though the W o r k o f thefe Ordinary Officers 
Pallors, and Teachers, be o f the fame nature w i t h theirs, yet 
the Method o f i t is changed i n them. For their f i r f t ordinary 
Work is to c o n d u d and teach all the Difciples o f C h r i f t to do 
—— — . AflA 
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and ohfer'ye all things appointed by h i m ; that is to Preach 
unto and W a t c h over their particular F l o c k s , un to w h o m 
they do relate. Bu t they are not hereby difcharged f r o m an 
mterel t i n the other part of the Work i n Preaching the W o r d 
unto the Convc r f i on o f Souls. T h e y are not indeed bound 
unto the Method o f the Jpoftles and Evmgelifis; yea thev 
are by v i r tue o f their O f f i c e , o rd inar i ly excluded f r o m i t 

• A f t e r a M a n is called to be a Paf tor of a particular Church' , 
I t IS not his D u t y to leave tha t C h u r c h , and go up and d o w n 
to Preach fo r the Conve r f ion o f Stranger?. I t is not , 1 fay , 
ordinarily r fo , f o r many cafes may f a l l ou t whe re in the Edifi
cation of any particular C h u r c h is to give w a y unto the " l o r y 
o f C h r i f t , w i t h refpeO: un to the cal l ing o f a l l the Members 
o f the Church Qatholick. But i n the difcharge o f the J?afteral 
Office, there are many occafions o f Preaching the W o r d unto ' 

^the Conve r f ion o f Souls. As , ( i . ) W h e n any that are U n c o n -
I verted do come into the Affemhlits of the Church, and are there 
w r o u g h t upon .by the Power o f the W o r d , whereof w e 
have experience every day. T o fuppofe that a M a n at the 
lanie t ime , and i n the fame place Preaching un to one Congre
gat ion, f h o u l d Preach to fome o f t hem, nam.ely thofe that 
a i j o t the C h u r c h whereunto he relates, as a M i n i f t e r w i t h 
Mmiftertal Authority; and to Others on ly by v i r tue o f a Spiri
tual Gift w h i c h he ha th received, is that w h i c h no M a n can 
d i l t i n g u i f l i i n his o w n Confcience, nor is there any colour o f 
K u l e or Reafon fo r i t . For though Paftors, w i t h r e f p e f t 
unto their w h o l e OfHce, and a l l the Duties o f i t , whe reo f many 
can have- the C h u r c h o n l y fo r their Objet l : , are Minifters in 
Office unto the Church, and f o M i n i l l e r s o f the Church ; yet 
are they M i n i f t e r s o f Chrifi al io ; and by h i m i t is, and no t 
by the Church, that the Preaching o f the Gofpe l is commit ted 
unto them. A n d i t is fo commit ted , as that by v i r tue o f their 
OfBce they are to ufe it unto all its ends, i n his way and me
thod , whereof the Converf ion o f Sinners is one. A n d fo r a 
M a n to conceive o f h i m f e l f i n a double capacity w h i l f t he is 
Preaching to the fame Congregat ion, is that w h i c h no Mans 
experience can reach unto. ( 2 . ) I n occufiond PrcAchiKg 
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other places, wbereunto ^Pafior of a Church may be cafJed and 
d i reded by D i v i n e Providence. For , a l though w e have no con
cernment i n the figment o f an indelihk Charafler accompanying 
Sacred Orders • yet w e do not t h i n k that the Paftoral OJfice is 
f u c h a t h i n g as a M a n m u f t lea-ve behind him every t ime he, 
goes f r o m h o m e ; or that i t is i n his o w n power , or i n the. 
oower o f all M e n i n the W o r l d , t o d e v e f t h i m o f i t , unlefs he 
£ e difmilTed or depofed f r o m i t by C h r i f t h i m l e l f th rough the 
R u l e o f his W o r d . Where-ever a true M i n i f t e r Preacheth, he 
Preacheth as a M i n i f t e r ; f o r , as fuch the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f 
the Gofpel is commit ted unto h i m , as un to all the ends o f i t ; 
w h e r e o f che chief as- was f a id , is the Converf ion o f Souls. 
Yea o f fuch we igh t is i t , that the Conveniency and Edifica
t i on o f particular Churches , ought to give place unto i t . 
W h e n therefore there are great Opportunit ies, and providen
t i a l Calls fo r the Preaching o f the Gofpe l unto the Conver f ion 
o f Souls, and the Harvefi being great there are not Labourers 
f i i f i i c i e n t f o r i t ; i t is l a w f u l , yea, i t is the D u t y o f Paftors o f 
particular Churches, to leave their conftant attendance on their 
Paf toral Charge i n thofe Churches, at leaft f o r a Seafbn, t o 
apply themfelves unto the more publ ick Preaching o f the 
W o r d unto, the Conver f ion o f the Souls o f M e n . N o r w i l l 
any particular C h u r c h be un w i l l i n g hereunto, w h i c h under-
ftands that even the whole end o f particular Churches is b u t 
the Edi f ica t ion o f the Church Catho/ick ; and that their good 
and advantage is to give place unto tha t o f the G l o r y o f C h r i f t 
i n the whole . The good Shepherd will leave the Ninety and Nine 
Sheep, to feek after o»e that wanders.;, and w e may certainly 
leave a few f o r a feafon, to feek after a great mul t i tude o f wan
derers, w h e n w e are called thereunto by D i v i n e Providence. 
A n d I could hear t i ly w i f h that w e m i g h t have a t r i a l o f i t at 
this t i m e . 

T H E M i n i f t e r s w h o have been m o f t celebrated^ and that 
tlefervedly i n the l a f t Ages, i n this and the neighbour Nat ions 
have been fuch as w h o l e M i n i f t r y God made eminent ly f u c ! 
cefsful unto the Conver f ion o f Souls. T o a f f i r m that they d i d 
no t do their w o r k as Minifiers and by v i r tue o f thQir Minfterial 
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Office^ is to caft away the C r o w n , and def t roy the pr inc ipa l 
g lo ry o f the M i n i f t r y , For m y o w n part , i f I d id not t h i n k m y 
f c l f bound to Preach as a Mimjler, and as a Minifier A u t h o 
r ized i n all places, and on a l l occafions w h e n I a m called there
u n t o , I t h i n k I f h o u l d never Preach m u c h more i n this W o r l d . ^ 
N o r do I k n o w at al l w h a t Ru le they w a l k b y , w h o continue \ 
publick conjlant Preaching f o r many years, and yet neither de-| 
fire nor def ign to be called un to any Paftoral Of f i ce , i n 
the C h u r c h . B u t I m u f t not here i n f i f t o n the debate o f 
thefe th ings . 

6, I T belongs unto M e n on the account o f their Paftoral 
Of f i ce , to be ready, w i l l i n g , and able, t o comfort, relieve ani 
refrejh thofe that are tempted, tojjed, wearied w i t h fears and 
grounds o f d i fconfb la t ion i n t imes o f t r i a l and defer t ion. 
The Tongue of the Learned is required i n t hem, that they f h o u l d 
k n o w h o w tofpeak a word in Seafon unto him that is weary. One 
excellent qual i f icat ion o f our L o r d Jefus C h r i f t , i n the D i f cha rg^ 
o f his P r i e f t ly Of f i ce n o w i n Heaven, is, T h a t he is touched 
with a fenfe of our Infirmities, and knows how to fuccour them that 
are tempted. H i s w h o l e F lock i n this W o r l d , are a company 
o f tempted ones. H i s o w n L i f e on the E a r t h , he calls the 
time of his Temptation. A n d thofe w h o have the charge o f his 
F lock under h i m , o u g h t to have a fenfe o f their I n f i r m i t i e s , 
and endeavour i n an efpecial manner to /«cf i?«r t hem that are 
tempted. Bu t amongf t t h e m , tliere are fome always that are 
caf t under darknefs and difconfolations i n a pecuhar manner j 
f b m e at the entrance o f their Conver f ion un to G o d , w h i l f t they 
have a deep fenfe o f the t err our of the Lord, the fharpnefs o f 
C o n v i c t i o n , and the uncertainty o f their Cond i t i on . Some 
are relapfed in to Sin or omif f ions o f Duties *, fome under great, 
fore and l a f t m g A f f l i d i o n s ; , fome upon p r e f f i n g , urgent, p a r t i 
cular Occafions; fome on Sovereign, D i v i n e Defertions; fome 
th rough the buffetings of Satan, and the in j e f t ions o f blafpher 
raous Though t s in to their M i n d s , w i t h many other occafions o f 
an aUke nature. N o w the Troubles , Difconfbla t ions , Deje-
ftions and Fears that arife i n the M i n d s o f Perfbns i n thefe 
Exercifes and Temptat ions , are various, oftentimes urged ,an4 
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for t i f i ed w i t h fiibtil a rguing , and fa i r pretences, perplexing 
the Souls o f M e n almofl: to Defpair and Death. I t b e l o n g 
unto the Off ice and D u t y o f Paflrors. 

I . T O be able rightly to ttndirjlafid the various c^/ej that 
w i l l occurr o f this k i n d , f r o m fuch principles and grounds o f 
T r u t h and Experience, as w i l l bear a juf l : confidence i n a p ru , 
dent Appl ica t ion unto the Re l i e f o f them concerned. Tho. 
Tongue of the Learned to know how to ffeak a, Word in Seafon to 
him that is weary. I t w i l l not be done by a colleBion and de, 
termination of cafes, w h i c h yet is u f e fu l i t its place. For hardly 
ftiall w e meet v^ixh two cafes o'i this kmd, that w i l l c x a f t l y be 
determined by the fame R u l e ; al l manner o f Ctr cum (lances 
g iv ing them variety. But a S k i l l , Underflranding and Expe
rience ' in the whole nature of the Work of the Spirit of God on. 
the Souls o f M e n ; o f the C o n f l i f t that is between the Fkjh 
and the Spirit; o f the Methods and Wiles o f Satan, o f the 
Wiles o f Principalities and Powers or w icked Spirits i n high 
places ; o f the Na ture , and E f f e f t s and Ends o f D i v i n e De-
fertions, w i t h W i f d o m to make Appl ica t ion out o f f i i ch Pr inc i 
ples, o f fit Medicines and Remedies unto every Sore and D i -
f lemper , are required hereunto. Thele things arc by fbme 
de/pifed, by fbme negketed, by fbmc looked after only i n fiated 
cafes ofConfcience ; i n w h i c h W o r k i t is k n o w n that fbme have 
hor r ib ly debauched their o w n Confciences and others, to the 
fcandal and ruine o f Re l ig ion , fo far as they liavc prevailed. 
B u t not to difpute h o w far ^\id\\\t\^s^sBooks written of cafes 
f f Confcience, may be u fe fu l herein, w h i c h they may be greatly 
unto thole w h o k n o w h o w to ufe them a r i g h t ; the proper 
ways whereby Pafors and Teachers m u f t obtain this Ski l l and 
Under f tand ing , is, by di l igent f t u d y o f the Scriptures, M e d i 
ta t ion thereon, fervent Prayer, Experience o f Spiri tual Th ings 
and Temptat ions i n their o w n Souls, w i t h a prudent obferva-
t ion o f the manner o f Gods dealing w i t h others, and the ways 
o f the oppof i t ion made to the W o r k o f his Grace i n them 
W i t h o u t thefc things al l pretences unto this A b i l i t y and D u t y 
o f the Pajloral Office are v a i n ; whence i t is, that t l ie whole 
W o r k o f i t is much neglef ted. 
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2. T O be ready and vjiVi'mg to attend unto , ^ . 
\ that may he_ brought unto them, and not to look on t h e m as un 
ineceffary Diverf ions ; whereas a due A p p l i c a t i o n un to t h e m , 
' i s a pruic ipal part o f their Off ice and D u t y . T o d i i c o u n t e -
nance, to diicourage any f r o m leeking re l i e f i n perplexities o f 
this nature, to carry i t towards t hem w i t h a leeming morofenefs 
and unconcernednefs, is to t u r n that which is Lame out of the 
T^y. to pujh the Difeafed, and not at fa l l t o exprefs the care o f 
C h r i l t towards his F lock , I f a. 4 0 . n . ' Yea, i t is their D u t y to 

I hearken after t hem w h o may be fo exerciied, to feek t h e m out , 
' to give them their Coun le l and D i r e f t i o n s on a l l occafions. 

3. T O bear patiently and tenderly w i t h t h e > f ^ ^ « e / > , igno^ 
ranee, du lne l s , flowneis to believe and receive f a t i s f a d i o n , 
yea, i t may be, Impertinemies i n t h e m that are f o tempted. 
T h e l e things w i l l abound amongf t t h e m , par t ly f r o m their 
natural Infirmities, many being weak , and perhaps f r o w a r d j 
but elpecially f r o m the »4f«re of their Tempt at ions, w h i c h are 
lu i t ed to diforder and d i fqu ie t their M i n d s , to fill t hem w i t h 
perplexed Thoughts , and to make them jealous o f every t h i n g 
where in they are f p i r i t u a l l y concerned. A n d i f much patience, 
raeeknefs and condefcention, be not exercifed towards t h e m , 
t l iey are qu ick ly turned out of the way. 

I N the difcharge o f the w h o l e Paftoral Office, there is no t 
any T h i n g or D u t y that is o f more importance, nor where in the 
L o r d Jefus C h r i f t is more concerned, nor more eminent ly 
l u l l e d unto the nature o f the Off ice i t f e l f , than this is. Bu t , 
whereas i t is a Work or Duty, w h i c h becaufe o f the Reafons 
mentioned, m u f t be accompanied w i t h the exercifc o f H u m i 
l i t y , Patience, Self-denial and Spir i tual W i f d o m , w i t h Expe
rience, w i t h wear i fbme Diverf ions f r o m other occafions; thofc 
w h o had got o f old the conduct of the Souls of Men in to their 
management, turned this w h o l e part o f their Of f i ce and D u t y 
in to an Engine they called Aricular Confeffion, whereby they 
wre f t ed the Confciences o f Chr i f t i ans to the p romot ion o f the i r 
o w n Eafe, Wea l th , A u t h o r i t y , and oft- t imes to w o r f e ends. 

7. A compaffionate fuffering, w i t h a l l the Members o f the 
C h u r c h i n a l l their trials and troubles, whether internal , 
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ejiternal, belongs unto them i n the difcharge o f their O.^^^^ 
or is there any t h i n g that renders them more like unto Jefu 

Chrift, w h o m to reprefent unto the Church , is their principa 
D u t y . T h e v i e w and confideration by Fai th o f the G lo ry Q 
C h r i f t i n his compafftott with his fuffering Members, is the principa. 
f p r i n g o f Confbla t ion un to the Church i n a l l its D i f t r e l f t s " 
A n d the fame Spir i t , t h e / i « ? e Mind herein, ought , according 
to their meafure, to be i n all that have the Paftoral OjJicQ 
commit ted unto them. So the Apoftle expreflcth i t i n h i m 
f e l f ; Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is fended, and, 
burn not ? 2 Cor . 1 1 . 29. A n d unlef t this compafl ion and good-
nefs do run through the difcharge o f their who le Off ice , M e n 
cannot be laid to be Evangelical Shepherds, nor the Sheep ft,i(; 
i n any fcnfc to be their own. For thole w h o pretend unto the 
Paftoral Office, to l ive , i t rtiay be, i n weal th and pleafure, re-
gardleis o f the Sufferings and Temptat ions o f their Flock, or 
o f the poor o f i t ; or related unto fuch Churches, as where in 
i t is impoff ib le that they f h o u l d f b much as be acquainted w i t h 
the ftate o f the greateft part o f them, is not anfwerable un to 
the i n f t i t u t i o n o f their O f f i c e , nor to the defign o f C h r i f t 
therein. 

8. CA R E of the Poor , and vifitation of the Sick, are 
parts o f this D u t y , commonly k n o w n , though commonly 
negledled. 

9. T H E principal care of the Rule of the Church is incum^ 
aent on the Paftors o f i t . T h i s is the fecond general head o f 

the Power and D u t y o f this Of f i ce , whereunto many things 
i n particular do belong. But becaufe I f h a l l treat afterwards 
e f the Ru le o f the C h u r c h by i t f e l f d i f t i n f t l y , I fliall not 
tiere m f i f t upon i t . 

10. T H E R E is a Communion to be ohferved among all the 
Churthes of the fame Faith and Profeffion'm any N a t i o n . Where in 
i t do thconf i f t , and wha t is required thereuntOjOiall be afterwards 
declared. T h e pr incipal care hereof, unto the Edif icat ion o f 
the Churches, is incumbent on the Paftors o f them. Wlie ther 
i t be exercifed by Letters o f mutua l advice, o f congratulation 
or confolation, o r i n t e f t i m o n y o f C o m m u n i o n w i t h thofe w h o 
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called to Of f ice i n t h e m , or whether i t be by convening I n 
Synods tor confu l ta t ion o f their j o i n t concernments, ( w h i c h 
things made up a great part o f the P r i m i t i v e Ecclefiaftica 
Pohty \ ) their D u t y i t is t o attend un to i t , and to take care 
o f I t . 

I J . T H A T w h e r e w i t h I fliall clofe thefe f e w inftances Oi 
the Pajtoral Charge and D u t y , is, tha t w i t h o u t w h i c h all the 
re f t Wi l l neither be u f e f u l unto M e n , nor be accepted w i t h the 
great Shepherd C h r i f t Jefus. A n d tha t is an humble, holy, 
exemplary converfation in all Godlinefs and Honefty. T h e Rules 
and Precepts o f the Scr ip tu re , the Examples o f C h r i f t anc 
his Apof t les , w i t h that o f the Bifhops or Paftors o f the P r i m i 
t ive Churches, and the nature o f the t h i n g i t f e l f , w i t h the 
R e l i g i o n w h i c h w e do profefs, do undeniably prove this D u t y 
to be necefTary and indifpenfable i n a Gofpe l M i n i f t r y . I t were 
an ealie t h i n g to fill up a V o l u m e w i t h ancient Examples unto 
this purpofe ; w i t h Teftimonies^ o f the Scripture and firft 
w r i t e r s among Chr i f t i ans , w i t h Examples o f publ ick and p r i 
vate mifcarriages herein , w i t h evident d e m o n f t r a t i o n , that 
the rume ofChrifiian Religion in m o f t Nat ions where i t h a th 
been profeffed, and f o o f the Nat ions themfelves, hath pro-
ceeded t r o m the Ambition, Pride, Luxury, Umkannefs, Pro-
fanenejs, and otherways -vitious Converfations o f thofe w h o 
Fhave been called the Ckrgy. A n d i n daily obfervat ion, i t is a 
t h i n g w r i t t e n w i t h the Beams o f the Sun, that whatever elfe 
be done i n Churches, i f the Paftors o f t hem or thofe w h o are f o 
efteemed, arc not Exemplary i n Gofpe l Obedience and H o i i -
nefs, RcUgion w i l l not be carried on and improved among the 
people. I f Perfons, l i g h t or prophane i n their Habi ts , Garbs 
and Converfe , corrupt i n t l ie i r Communica t i on , U n f a v o u r y 
and Barren i\s unto Spir i tual Di fcour fe ; i f f uch as are Cove
tous, Opprcf l ive and Content ious; f uch as are negligent i n 
holy Duties i n their o w n Families, and fo cannot ftir up others 
un to diligence therein ; much more, i f f uch as are openly 
fenfua l , vi t ious and debauched, arc admit ted , in to this Of f i ce , 
w e may take our leave o f all the Glory and Power o f Re l ig ion , 
among the people commit ted unto their charge. 
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T O handle this property or adjim^ o f the Paftoral OfRce 
i t were necelTary d i f t i n d l y to confider and explain all the Qua-
ifications afl igned by the Apof t l e as nccelTary unto Bif/jops and 

Elders, evidenced as previoufly ncceflary unto the orderly Ca l l 
o f t hem unto this Oft ice , i T / w . j . 2, 3 , 4 , 5, 6, 7. Tit. 2. 
6 7 8, 9. w h i c h is a W o r k not conf i f tent w i t h m y prefent 
def i f fn to engage i n . . , . , 

T H E S E are fome Inftances o f the things wherein the Office-
Duty o f Paftors o f the Church doth conf i f t . T h e y are but 
fome o f t hem, and thofe only/r^;/^/e^, not W « f ^ a n d p^^^^^ 
w i t h the conlideration o f all thole particular Duties, w i t h the 
manner o f their performance, w a y o f nianagcment, motives 
Tncl enforcements, defeds and caufes o f d i e m , w h i c h w o u l d 
require a large Difcourfe . The fe may fuf f ice unto our prefent 
pm-pofe; and w e may derive f r o m them the en fu ing brief 
confiderations. / r r .1 • 

I A D U E meditation and v i e w ot thele things, as pro-
pofed i n the Scripture, is enough to make the w i f e f t , the beft 
o f M e n , and the m o f t di l igent i n the difcharge o f thsPapral 
O^ce, to cry out w i t h the A p o f t l e , md who is (ufficientfor thefe 
things ? T h i s w i l l make them look w e l l to their Call and En. 
trance i n to this Oft ice, as that alone w h i c h xviU bear them out 
and j u f t i f y them i n the fufcept ion o f i t . For no fenle o f in-
fufficiency can ut ter ly difcourage any i n the undertaking o f a 
W o r k , w h i c h he is affured that the L o r d C h r i f t calls h i m 
unto . For where he calls to a D u t y , he gives competent 
ftrength for the performance o f i t . A n d w h e n w e fay . Under 
a deep Icnfe o f our o w n weaknels, rvha is fufficient for thefe 
things; he doth fay . My Grace is fufficient for you. 

2. A L T H O U G H a l l the things mentioned, do pla in ly , 
evidently and undeniably belong unto the difcharge o f the 
Paftoral Office, yet i n point o f F a d w e f i n d by the Succeft 
.that they are very l i t t l e confidered by the m o f t that feek after 
i t . A n d the prefent R nine o f Re l ig ion , as unto its Power 
Beauty and Glo ry i n all places, arifeth pr incipal ly f r o m this 
caule, that Multitudes o f thofe w h o undertake this Off ice , are 
neither i n any meafure fit f o r i t , nor do either confcicntioufly 

— a t t e n d 
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attend unto, or d i l igen t ly pe r fo rm the Duties tha t be long unto 
i t . I t ever was, and every w i l l be true i n genera l ; /ike Priefiy 
like People. 

3. W H E R E A S the account w h i c h is to be g iven o f this Of f i ce , 
and the difcliarge o f i t at th& lajl day un to Jefus Chrif l ; , the conf i -
deration whereof had a m i g h t y influence upon the^/ 'o/Zej-them-
felves,and all the P r i m i t i v e Paftors o f the Churches,is f requent ly 
propofed unto us, and many warnings g iven us thereon i n the 
Scr ip ture ; yet i t is apparentthey are but f e w w h o take i t i n to 
due confideration. I n the great day o f Chr i r t s Vifit at ion, he 
w i l l proceed on fuch Articles as thofe here la id d o w n , and others 
cxprefTed i n the Scripture, and not at all on thofe w h i c h are 
n o w enquired upon i n our Epifcofal Vifitations. A n d i f they 
may be minded o f their true in te re f t and concern, w l i i l f t t l iey 
poffefs the places they hold i n the C h u r c h , w i t h o u t offence, I 
w o u l d advife t hem to con fo rm their Enquiries i n their Fifi-
tations, unto thofe , w h i c h they cannot but k p o w the L o r d 
C h r i f t w i l l make i n the great day o f his Vifttation, w h i c h do th 
approach: T h i s I t h i n k but reafonable. I n the mean t i m e , 
fo r thofc w h o defire to give up their account w i t h joy and con
fidence, and not w i t h gr ie f and confu f ion ; i t is their W i f d o m 
and D u t y cont inual ly to bear i n M i n d w h a t i t is that the L o r d 
C h r i f l requires o f them i n the difc!iarge o f their Off ice . T o 
take Benefices, to pe r fo rm legal.Duties by themfelves or others, 
is not f u l l y compliant w i t h w h a t Paftors o f Churches are 
called un to . 

4- I T is mani fe f t alfo f r o m hence, h o w i t is w i t h 
this Of f i ce , and the due difcharge o f i t , f o r any one M a n to 
undertake the relation o f a Pajlor unto more Churches than one, 
efpecially i f f l i r d i f t an t f r o m one another. A n ev i l this is, l ike 
that o f Mathematical Prognofiications at Rome, alwayscondemmd 
and always retained. But one v i e w o f the Duties incumbent on 
each Paftor , and o f w h o l e d i l igent performance he is to give 
an account at the laf t day, w i l l d ifcard this p ra f l i ce f r o m all 
approbation i n the M i n d s o f them that arc fober. _ H o w e v e r , 
i t is as good to have T e n Churches at once, as having but one, 
never to difcliarge the D u t y o f a Paftor towards i t , 
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i. A L L Churches may do w e l l to confider the iveigy and 
burden that lies upon their Paftors and Teachers, i n the d i l i l i a rge 
o f their Of f i ce , that they may be confimt m fervent Praytrs 
and Supplications for them ; as alfo to provide w h a t lies in 
t hem, that they may be rvithout troubk and cans about the thing^ 

^ ^ f ^ r H E K E being f o many Duties nccclfary unto the d i p 
charge o f their Off ice , and thofe o f l i i ch various forts and hnds, 
as to require various Gi f t s and Abil i t ies unto their due per
formance, i t f e e m s very d i f f i c u l t to find a concurrai^^^^ 

Jr.r,^ r.P>ff^in in anv confiderable degree, lo as that i t is 

L d t o c o r X e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
T . n f w e r ( I ) T h e end both o f the Of f i ce , and o f the d i f 
rharae o f i t is the due Edification of the Church ; 1 his therefore 
gives them their meafure. Where that is attained, the Off ice 
is duly difcharged, though the Gi f t s whereby M e n are enabled 
thereunto, ho not eminent. ( 2 . ) Where a M a n is c^^e^ unto 
this Off ice , and applieth h i m f e l f fincerely unto the duediicharge 
o f i t , i f he be evidently defe^ive w i t h r e f p e d to any efpccial 
D u t y or Duties o f i t , that defcff is to be fuppl ied by call ing 
any other unto his Af f i f t ance i n Off ice , w h o is qualif ied to 
make that f u p p l y un to the Edif ica t ion o f the Church . A n d 
the l ike m u f t be faid concerning fuch Paftors, as th rough A g e 
or Bodily weaknefs are difablcd f r o m attendance unto any part 
o f their D u t y ; fo r ftill the Edif cation of the Church is that , 
w h i c h i n al l thefe things, is i n the firft place to be provided 
f o r . 

7. I T may be enquired, w h a t is the State o f thole Churches, 
and w h a t Rela t ion, w i t h r e f p e d unto C o m m u n i o n , w e ought 
t o have unto them w h o l e Paftors are evidently defeSfive i n , or 
mgleEiive o f thefe things, fo as that they are not i n any compt-
tent meafure attended unto. A n d w e m a y ' i n particular inftance 
i n t h e / / r / a n d t h e o f the Paftoral Duties before in f i f t ed on . 
Suppofe a M a n be no w a y able to Preach the Word unto the 
Edif icat ion o f them that are pleaded to be his F l o c k ; or having 
any ability, yet doth not , w i l l not give h i m f e l f unto the Word 
and Prayery or not Uhouv in the Word a^d Do^rine, unto the 
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great prejudice o f Edi f ica t ion : A n d fuppofe the lame Pcrfon 
be openly defective, as unto an exemplary Qonverfation, and o n 
the contrary, layeth the fiumbling block o f his own Sins and 
lollies before the eyes o f others ; w h a t f h a l l w e judge o f his 
M i n i f t r y , and o f the ftate o f that C h u r c h whereof he is a 
conftituent part, as its Rule r? I A n f w e r , 

1. I D O not believe i t is i n the power o f any C h u r c h really 
to conferr the Paf loral Off ice by v i r tue o f any Ordination w h a t 
ever, unto any w h o are openly and evidently def t i tu te o f a l l 
thole: previous Qualifications w h i c h the Scripture requireth i n 
them w h o are to be called unto this Of f ice . The re is indeed a 
Latitude to be a l lowed i n j udg ing o f t h e m i n times o f neceff i ty 
and great penury o f able Teachers ; f b tha t Perfons i n h o l y 
V l i n i f t r y , def ign the G l o r y o f God and the Edi f ica t ion o f the 

C h u r c h , according to their A b i l i t y . Bu t o the rwi fe there is a 
nullity i n the pretended Of f i ce . 

2. W H E R E any fiich are admit ted t h r o u g h ignorance or 
niifake, or the U f u r p a t i o n o f undue Power over Churches, i n 
i m p o f i n g M i n i f t e r s on them, there is not an ah folate nullity in 
their Jdminijlrations, u n t i l they are difcovered and c o n v i d e d 
>y the R u l e and L a w o f C h r i f t . B u t i f on evidence hereof, 
the people w i l l vo lun ta r i ly adhere un to them, they are par
takers o f their Sins, and do w h a t i n t hem lies to Un-Church 
themlelves. 

3. W H E R E fuch Perfons are by any means placed as Paftors 
i n or over any Churches, and there is no w a y f o r the Removal 
or Reformation, i t is L a w f u l unto, i t is the D u t y o f every one 
w h o takes care o f his o w n Edif ica t ion and Salvation, to w i t h 
d raw f r o m the C o m m u n i o n o f f u c h Churches, and to jo in w i t h 
i ich as where in Edif ica t ion is better provided for . Fo r , whereas 

this is the fole end o f Churches, o f al l their Offices, Officers 
and A d m i n i ft ra t ions; i t is the h ighef t fo l ly to imagine that any 
Di fc ip le o f C h r i f t , can be, or is obliged by his A u t h o r i t y to 
abide i n the C o m m u n i o n o f fiich Churches, w i t h o u t feek-
i n g Rel ie f i n the ways o f his A p p o i n t m e n t , where in that end 
is ut ter ly ove r th rown . 
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i n 
is 

4 . W H E R E the generality o f Churches i n any k ind 
Jfociation are headed by Paftors defc£l ive i n thefe things, 

the matter declared, there all pdlick Church-Reformation _ 
morally impoff ib le ; and i t is the D u t y o f private Men to take 
care o f their o w n Souls, let Churches and Church-men fay 
w h a t they pleafe. 

S O M E f e w things may yet be enquired in to , w i t h reference 
unto thc Office o f a Paftor i n the C h u r c h : A s , 

I . W H E T H E R a Man may be ordained a Paflor or a Minifltr; 
without Relation unto any particular Church, f o as to be invefltd 
with Office-Power thereby. , ^ . • . » 

I T is ufually fa id , that a M a n may be Ordained a M i n i f t e r 
unto or o f thc Catholick Church, or to Convert Infidels , a l 
though he be not related unto any particular Flock or Con-
gregation. n , , • 

I S H A L L not at prefent difculs f u n d r y things about the 
power and way o f Ordination w h i c h influence this Controverfy^ 
but only fj^eak briefly unto the t h i n g i t f e l f : A n d , 

I . I T is granted, that a M a n endowed with Spiritual Gifts 
fo r the Preaching o f the Gofpe l , may be fet apart by Pafting 
and Prayer unto that W o r k , w h e n he may be orderly called 
unto i t i n the Providence o f God. For , ( i . ) Such an one hath 

Call unto i f materially i n the Gifts w h i c h he hath received, 
war ran t ing h i m unto the exercife o f them fo r the Edif icat ion of 
others, as he hath occafion, i Pet. 4 . 10, 1 1 . i Qor. 1 4 . 1 2 . 
Sett ing apart unto an impor tant W o r k by Prayer is a moral 
Duty, and ufe fu l i n Church Afl?airs i n an efpecial mannerJ 
A£t- I J. 12. ( 2 . ) A publick Tefiimony unto the Approbat ion 
o f a Perfon undertaking the W o r k o f Preaching, is necefl^ary. 
( r . ) U n t o the Communion of Churches, that he may be received 
i n any o f them as is occafion; o f w h i c h fo r t were the Letters of 
Recommendation i n the Pr imi t ive Church , i Cor. 16. 3. 2 Cor. J 
I . 3 Joh. 9. ( 2 . ) U n t o the fafety o f them, amongf t w h o m 
he may exercife his Gi f t s , that they be not impoled on bv 
fa l fc Teachers or Seducers. N o r w o u l d the Primitive 
Church allow, nor is i t allowable i n the C o m m u n i o n of 
Churches, that any Perfbn not f o tef t i f ied unto , not f b fent 
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and warranted , f h o u l d undertake c o n f t a n t l f to Preach the 
Gofpe l . 

2. S U C H Perfbns f b f t t apart and ftnt, may be efteemec 
Min i r t e r s i n the general no t ion o f the W o r d , and may beufefu! 
i n the cal l ing and p lan t ing o f Churches, where in they may be 
inf ta ted i n th^ Pafioral Office. T h i s was Or ig ina l ly the W o r k 
o f Evangelijlsj w h i c h Of f i ce being ceafed i n the C h u r c h , (as 
f l i a l l be proved el fewhere) the W o r k may be fupp l ied by 
Perfbns o f this fo r t . 

^ N O C h u r c h whatever ha th power to Or dam M e n M i 
nifters for the Converfion of Infidels. Since the Cef fa t ion of 
extraordinary Officers and Offices, the care o f that W o r k is de
volved mcerly on the providence o f G o d , being l e f t w i t h o u t 
the verge o f C l iu r ch - In f t i t u t i ons . God alone can fend and 
war ran t M e n for the under taking o f that W o r k . N o r can 
any M a n knovV, or be fatisfied i n a Ca l l unto that W o r k , w i t h 
ou t fomc previous guidance o f D i v i n e Providence leading h i m 
thereunto. I t is indeed the D u t y o f al l the ordinary M i n i f t e r s 
o f the C h u r c l i , to dilFufe the knowledge o f C h r i f t and t h e 
Gofpe l unto the Heathen and Inf idels , among w h o m , or near 
unto w h o m their Habi ta t ion is c a f t ; and they have al l manner 
o f D iv ine War ran ty for their f b d o i n g a s many w o r t h y Perfbns 
have done ef te£tual ly m New England. A n d i t is the D u t y o f 
every true C h r i f t i a n , w h o may be caft among them by the 
providence o f God , to i n f t r u d them according un to his A b i l i t y 
i n the knowledge o f the T r u t h : But i t is not i n tlie power o f 
any C h u r c h , or any f o r t o f ordinary Officers, to Orda in a 
Perfbn unto the Off ice o f the M i n i f t r y fo r the Conver f ion o f 
the Heathen, antecedently unto any defignat ion by D i v i n e 
Providence thereunto. 

4 . N O M a n can be properly or compleatly Ordained unto 
the M i n i f t r y , but he is Ordained unto 2L determinate Of ice \ as 
a Bifijop, an Elder, a Paftor, But this no M a n can be, but he 
w h o is Ordained i n and unto a particular Church . For the 
contrary praf t ice , 

I . W O U L D be contrary to the conftant practice o f the 
Apoft les , w h o Ordained no ordinary Officers^ but i n and unto 

particular 
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jf Articular Churches, w h i c h were to be their proper charge and 
care, J ^ f - i 4 - 25 . Tit, 1.5. N o r is there ment ion o f any ord i 
nary Officers i n the whole Scripture, but fuch as were fixed 
i n the particular Churches where-unto they d id relate, A^.^o. 
28. Phil. 1.1. Revel.'z. 3. N o r was any fuch p rad l i ceknown 
or heard o f i n the Primitive Church : Yea, 

2 . I T was abfolutely forbidden i n the Ancient Church, and all 
f uch Ordinations declared null, fo as not to communicate Office^ 
Power or give any M i n i f t e r i a l A u t h o r i t y . So i t is cxprefly i ^ 
the F i r f l : Canon o f the Council of 6'/^4/ce^/o», and the Counc i l 
Decrees, T h a t a l l I m p o f i t i o n o f Hands, i n f i i c h cafes, is invalid 
and of no e f f e ^ . Yea, f b exadi and careful were they in this 
matter , that i f any one, f o r any j u f t -caule, as he judged h i m -
f e l f did leave his particular Church or Charge, they w o u l d not 
a l low h i m the N a m e or Title of a Bi/hop, or to Off ic ia te occa-
fionally i n that Church , or any where elle. T h i s is evident i n 
the cafe o f Eujlathius a B i fhop o f Pamphtlia. T h e good M a n 
f i n d i n g the difcharge o f his C>/f?ce very troublelbme, b y r c a f o n 
o f Secular Buftnejfcs that i t was incumbred w i t h a l , and m u c h 
oppof i t ion , w i t h Reproach that befell h i m f r o m the Church i t 
f e l f , o f hts own accord la id d o w n and refigned his Charge, the 
C h u r c h choofing one Theodorus i n his room. But afterwards 
he defired, that though he had l e f t his Charge, he m i g l i t retain 
the Name, Title and Honour ef a Bijhop : For this end he made 
a Petit ion unto the Council of Ephefus, w h o , as themlelves ex-
prefs i t , mmeer commiferation unto the O l d M a n , condefcended 
unto his defire as unto the Name and Title, but not as unto any 
Office-Power, w h i c h they judge, related abfolutely unto a 
particular Charge, Epift. Can. Ephef i . ad Synod, in Pamphil, 

5. S U C H Ordina t ion wants an effential conflitutive Caufe 
and part o f the Col la t ion o f Office-Power, w h i c h is the Ek~ 
Bion o f the people, and is therefore inva l id . See w h a t hath 
been proved before unto that purpofe. 

4 . A BISHOP, an Elder, a Paflor, being terms o f 
R e l a t i o n , to make any one lo w i t h o u t Relation unto a 
C h u r c h , a People, a F lock , is to make h i m a Father w h o 
ha th no C h i l d , or an Husband w h o hath no W i f e , a Relate 
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w i d f o u t a CorrtUte, w h i c h is impolTible, a i i d l ^ i i i ^ k s T ^ ^ 
t rad ic t ion . ' r 

P ^ ' I T is inconf i f t en t w i t h the w h o l e »^f«re and encLoi the 
..f.^'tx f-^k Whoever is du ly Cal led, fet A p a r t or Ordained 
Z n r ^ . ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ "^^"'^ ^" '^ ^h^^eby take on h imfe 
the Dtfcharge of al the Dutks belonging thereunto , and is! 
obliged to attend d i l igen t ly unto them. I f then w e w i l l take 
a ^ e w o t w h a t ha th been proved before to belong unto this 
w m c e , w e lha l l find, that not the leajl part, fcarce any t h i n g 
or I t can be undertaken and difcharged by fuch as are Ordained 
abjolHtUy w i t h o u t Rela t ion unto particular Churches. For any 
to take upon them to c o m m i t an Of i i ce un to others, and not a 
the fame t ime charge them w i t h al l the Dutks o f that Office and 
their immediate attendance o n t h e m ; or f o r any to accept a 
an Office and Office-Power, not k n o w i n g w h e n or where to 
exert the Pm,>er or pe r fo rm the D « / / w o f i t , is irregular. I n 
particular, Rulwg is an effential part o f the Pafioral Office, 
w h i c h they cannot attend unto w h o have none to be ruled b y 
them. 

TTTT^^-'^ ^ ^^P^OY remove from one Congregation unto mother ? 
1 H I S IS a t h i n g a l fb w h i c h the Ancient Church made great 

r r o v i l i o n againfl:. For w h e n fome Churches were encreafed 
m Members , Reputa t ion , Privileges and Weal th above others. 
I t g r e w ap ordinary pra f t i ce fo r the BifhoPs to defign and endea
vour their o w n removal f r o m a lefs unto a greater Benefice. 
1 his IS lo feverely i n t e r d i d e d i n the Councils o f Nice and 
Lhalcedon, as that they w o u l d not a l low that a M a n m i g h t be 
a Bijbop or Presbyter i n any other place, but on ly i n the C h u r c h 
where in he was Originally Ordained: A n d therefore, i f any 
d id fo remove themfelves, Decreed, that they fhou ld be feni 
home again, and there abide, or ceafe to be Church-Off icers , 
Uunctl. Nicjt, Can. t j ' , i 6 . Chalced. Can. 5, 20. Pluralities, as 
they are called, and open contending fo r Eccleftapcal Promo
tions, Benefices and Dignities^ were then either u n k n o w n , or 
openly condemned. 

Y E T i t cannot be denied, but that there may hzjufi iaufes 
o f the Remova l o f a Pafior f r o m one Congregation unto 

anotherj_ 
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lanother: Fqr, whereas the end o f all particular Churches is to-
promote the Edification of the Catholick Church i n general ; where 
i n any efpecial inftancc, fuch a removal is u l c l u l unto that end,' 
i t is equal i t f hou ld be a l lowed. Cafes o f this nature may arifc 
f r o m the confideration o f Perfons, PLces, Times, and many 
Other Circumftances that I cannot i n f i l l on i n particular. But 
that fuch removals may be w i t h o u t oflfence, i t is required that 
they be made, ( i . ) W i t h the free eonfent of the Churches con
cerned. ( 2 . ) \fiih.the advice of other Churches, or their Elders, 
w i t h w h o m they w a l k i n C o m m u n i o n . A n d o f Examples 
o f this k i n d , or o f the Removal o f Btfhops or Paftors f r o m one 
C h u r c h to another i n an orderly manner , by Advice and 
Counfe l fo r the good o f the whole C h u r t h , there are many 
inftances i n the P r imi t ive T imes . Such was that o f Gregory: 
Naz. removed f r o m Cafma to Conftantinofle, though I acknow-
ledge i t had no good fuccefs. 

3 . MA T a Paftor voluntarily, or of his own accord, refign and 
lay down his Office, and remain in a private Capacity ? 

T H I S alio was judged inconvenient, i f not u n l a w f u l , by 
the F i r f t Synod of Ephefus, i n the cafe o f Euftathim. H e was, as 
i t appear?, an A g e d M a n , one that loved his one peace and 
quietnels, and w h o could not w e l l bear the Oppofit ions and 
Reproaches w h i c h he met w i t h a l f r o m the Church or fbme i n 
i t ; and thereon, fb lemnly upon his o w n judgment , wi thou t , 
advice, la id d o w n and renounced his Off ice i n the Church , 
w h o , thereupon chofe a good M a n i n his r oom. Yet d id the 
Synod condemn this pradice , and that not w i t h o u t w e i g h t y 
Reafbns, where f jy they confi rmed their judgment . 

B U T yet no general Rule can be ef tabl i f l icd i n this ca fe ; nor 
was the judgment or p rad ice o f the Pr imi t ive C h u r c h / » r e « / e 
herein. Clemens, i n his E p i f t l e to the Church o f Cor/Wfy^r, g^-
preOy advife th thofe on w h o f e occafion there was difturbance 
and divi f ions i n the C h u r c h , to lay d o w n their Off ice and w i t h 
d raw from i t . Gregory Naz^ianz^n did the fame a.t Conjtami-
nople, and protef te th openly. T h a t a l though he were h i m f e l f 
innocent and free f r o m blame, as he truly was, and one o f the 
g^eatef t .Men o f his Age , yet he w o u l d depart or be caft out 
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• rather than they f h o u l d not have peace among them ; w h i c b 
jhc d id accordingly, Orat. 52. vit.NazUn. A n d a f t e r w a r d 
a Synod ^tConfi amino fie under Photius, concluded, that i n fome 

i cafes I t is l a w f u l , Can. 5. Wherefore , 
I - I T feems not t o be l a w f u l f b t o do, meerly on the ac

count o f neaknefs of Work and Labour, t hough occafioned b y 
A g e , Sicknefs, or Bodi ly Dif tempers . For no M a n is any 

j w a y obliged to do more than he is able, w i t h the regular pre-
; fervat ion o f his L i f e ; and the C h u r c h is obliged to be fat isf ied 
w i t h the confcientious difcharge o f w h a t Abi l i t i es a Paf tor 
hath ; o the rwi fe p rov id ing fo r i t f e l f i n w h a t is w a n t i n g . 

2.. I T is not l a w f u l , meerly on a wearinefs o f , and defpondency 
I under oppof i t ion and reproaches ; w h i c h a Pafior is called and 
1 obliged to undergo fo r the Good and Edi f ica t ion o f the F l o c k , 
aad not to fa in t i n the v /ar farewereto he is called. 

T H E S E t w o were the Reafbns o f Euftathius at Perga, 
w h i c h were d i fa l lowed i n the Council at Ephefus: Bu t , 

3. I T is l a w f u l i n f uch an incurable decay of Jntelle£fual Abi
lities, as whereon a M a n can difcharge no D u t y o f the Pajlo-
ral Office un to the Edi f ica t ion o f the C h u r c h . 

4 . I T is l a w f u l , i n cafe o f incurable diuiftons i n the C h u r c h 
confl;antly o b f t r u a i n g its Ed i f i ca t ion , and w h i c h cannot be 
removed w h i l f l : f uch a one continues i n his Of f i ce , though he 
be no way the caufe o f t hem. T h i s is the cafe where in Cle
mens gives advice, and whereof Gregory gave an Example i n 
his o w n practice. 

B U T this Cafe and its Determinat ion , w i l l hold on ly whe re 
the Div i f ions are incurable by any other ways and means. F o r 
i f thofc w h o caufe fuch D iv i f i ons may be cafi out of the Churchy 
or the Churc l i may w i t h d r a w C o m m u n i o n f r o m t h e m ; or i f 
there be Div i f ions i n fixed Parties and Principles, Opinions or 
Praft iccs, they may feparate i n t o d i f i i n f t C o m m u n i o n ; i n f u c h 
cafes this Remedy, by the Pafl:ors lay ing d o w n his Of f i ce , is 
not to be made ule o f ; o therwi fe all things are to be done f o r 
Edi f ica t ion . 

I T mav be l a w f u l , where the Church is wholly negligent i/t 
its Duty, ancl perf i f is i n that negligence after admoni t ion , i a 

0 ^ 2 ^provid ingy 
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prov id ing , according to their Abil i t ies , for the ou tward neceffity 
o f their Paf tot and his Fami ly . But this Cafe cannot be 
determined w i t h o u t the confideration o f many particular 

Circumftances. ^ , ^ r . 
6 W H E R E all or many o f thefe caufes concurr, lo as that 

-x TVTnn cannot cheerfully and comfortably go on i n the d i f . 
charse o f his Off ice , efpecially, i f he be prefled m point o f 
ConLme th rough the Churches non-comphance w ^ t h 
p u / y , w i t h r e f p e a unto any o f the In f t i tu t ions o f C h r i f t : 
A n d i f the Edif icat ion o f the Church , w h i c h is at prcfi^nt 

d u f m a S e r ^ t^^^^^ is no fuch grievous yoke laid by the L o r d 
O r i f t on the necks o f any o f his Servants, but that fuch a 
Perfon may peaceah/y lay d o w n his Office i n fuch a Church , and 
either abide i n a private ftation, or take the care o f another 
C h u r c h , where in he may difcharge his Office (being yet , o f 
A b i f i t y ) unto his o w n C o m f o r t , and their E d i f i c a t i o n . . 

C H A P . V L 

Of the Office of Teachers in the Church, or an Enquiry 
into the State, Condition, and Worh^of thofe called 
Teachers in the Scripture. 

TH E L o r d C h r i f t hath g iven unto his Church Pajlors 
and Teachers-, Ephef. 4 . 1 1 . H e hath fet in the Church, 
Eirfi, Apofiles, Secondarily, Prophets,'Thirdly, Teachers, 

tCor. 1 2 . 1 8 . I n t h e Church that was at there were 
Prophets and Teachers, A£l. 13. J . A n d their f f^or i - i s both dcr 
jjoribed and affigned unto them, as w e fha l l fee afterwards. 

B U T the thoughts o f learned M e n , about thofe w h o i n the 
Scripture are called Teachers, are very various ; nor is the De
terminat ion o f their State and Cond i t i on eafie or obvious as 
wse, f ha l l find i n our E n q u i r y . . 

• . 
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I F there were or iginal ly a d i f t i n a Off ice o f Te^r/^erj in . the 
C h u r c h , I t was lo f t for many Ages : But yet there was always a 
Shadow or Appearance o f i t retained, F i r f t i n publ ick Catechijis, 
and then i n DoBors or Profeffors of Theology i n the Schools be
long ing unto any Church . But this, as unto the Title of Do£ior 
or /eacher,, is but a late Inven t ion . For the occafion o f i t role 
about the year o f C h r i f t , 115^ . Lo/v^-^ri/^j the Emperor hav ing 
found i n Italy a C o p y o f the Roman Civil Law, and being greatly 
taken w i t h i t , he Ordained that i t i hou ld be fuhlickly Taught 
and Expounded in the Schools. T h i s he began by the d i r e a i o n 
m imerius, his Chancellor at Bow/?/^ ; and to give encourage
ment unto this E m p l o y m e n t , they Ordained, that thofe w h o 
were the publ ick Profeffors o f i t f h o u l d be fo l emnly created 
D.oStors, o f w h o m Bulgarus HugolinuSy w i t h others, were the 
F i r f t . N o t long after, this R i t e o f creating Do&ors was bor
r o w e d t\\Q Lawyers by Divines, w h o pub l ick ly taught 
D i v i n i t y i n t hek Schools. A n d this imi t a t ion f i r f t took place i n 
Bononia, Paris and Oxford. Bu t this N a m e is fince g r o w n a 
T i t l e o f Flonour to f u n d r y forts o f Perfbns, whether unto any 
good ufe or purpofe, or no, I k n o w n o t ; but i t is i n ufe , and 
not w o r t h contending about, efpecially,, i f as un to fome of 

^^^^^Y reconcileable unto that of ou r Saviour, 
Matth.-z-^.S. ^ 

B U T the c u f t o m o f hav ing in the Church Teachers, that d i d 
pubhckly explain and vindicate the principles o f Re l ig ion , is 
tar more, Ancient,and o f k n o w a u f a g e i n the P r imi t ive Churches., 
Such was the Pradice o f the Church Alexandria i n the i r 
School, where in the famous. PanUnus, Origen a.nd CIe»3ens 
were Teachers; an imi t a t ion whereof was continued i n a l l 
Ages o f the Church . 

A N D indeed, thecont inuat ion o f fuch a peculiar W o r k a n d 
Employmen t , to be difcharged i n manner o f an Office, is an 
evidence, that Or ig ina l ly there was fuch a diftin^ Office i n the 
Church . For , a l though i n the Roman C h u r c l i they had i n f t i -
tuted fund ry Orders o f Sacred Officers, borrowed f r o m the 
"Jews or Gentiles, w h i c h have no refemblance unto any t h i n g 
mentioned i n the Sc r ip tu re j yet f u n d r y things abafed and. 

- corrupted 
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are 

corrupted by them i n Church-OiEcers, took their occafional 
rife f r o m w h a t is fo mentioned. 

T H E R E are Four Opinions concernmg thole w h o 
called by this Name i n the N e w Tef tament . _ 

I . S O M E fay, that no Office at all is denoted by i t ; i t being 
only a general Appellat ion o f thoih th^t taught others, whether 
conliantly or occafionally. Such were the Prophets i n the 
Church o f Corinth, that fpake occafionally and i n their turns, 
I Cor. 14. W h i c h is that w h i c h all m i g h t do w h o had abi l i ty 
fo r i t , V. 5. 24, 25. , r 1 r r^jr 

2 S O M E lay, i t is only another name tor the J ame Ujfice w i t h 
that ' o f a Papr, and fo not to denote any d i f t i n d Off ice ; o f 
w h i c h mind Hierom fecms to be;, EpheJ. 4 . 

J, O T H E R S a l low, that i t was a difiinEi Office, where
unto fomc were called and fet apart i n the Church , but i t was 
only to Teach (and that i n a peculiar manner) the Principles o f 
Re l ig ion , but had no In teref t i n the Rule o f the Church , or 
the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Sacred Myf te r ies \ fo the Paflor i n 
the Church was to Rule and Teach, and Adminifler the Sacred 
Myfteries: T h e Teacher to Teach or I n f t r u d on ly , but not to 
R u l e , nor Di lpenfe the Sacraments; and the Ruling Elder to 
Ru le on ly , and neither to Preach nor A d m i n i f t e r Sacraments; 
w h i c h hath the appearance o f O r d e r , both u fe fu l and 
beaut i ful . 

4 . S O M E judge,that i t was a diftinct Office,hm o f the fame na
ture and k i n d w i t h that o f the P^ /c»r ,endo wed w i t h all the fame 
Powers, but differenced f r o m i t w i t h re l isef l unto Gi f t s , and a 
pecuhar k i n d o f W o r k allotted unto i t : But this Opin ion hath 
this feeming difadvantage,that the difference between them is f^j 
fmall, as not to be f u f f i c i c n t to give a d i f t i n c l denomination o f 
'Officers , or to conf t i tu te a d i f t i n d Off ice . A n d i t may be 
fuch a d i f t i n d i o n i n Gifts w i l l fe ldom appear, as that the CJ iu rd ' 
may be guided thereby i n their choice o f meet Perfbns unto 
diftinct Offices. But Scr ip ture-Tef t imony and Ru le m u f t take 
place ; and I Oiall br ief ly examine all theie Opinions. 

I . T H E F i r f t is. T h a t this is not the name of any Office 
Teacher, as fuch, any Off icer i n the Church ; f̂ nV \J:l nor is a 
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ufed on ly as a general N a m e fo r any that Teach on any accoun 
the D o a rine o f the Gofpe l . I do not indeed k n o w o f am 
w h o have i n particular contended fo r this Op in ion ; but I ob 
ferve that very many Expvfitors take no farther notice o f them 
bu t as f uch . This ftems t o me to be m o f t remote f r o m the 
T r u t h . 

I T is t rue, that i n the F i r f t Churches, not on ly fome, but 
AU w h o had received Spir i tual L i g h t i n the Gi f t s o f knowledge 
and utterance, d id teach and i n f t r u d : others as they had op-
por tun i ty , i Ftt. ^ . 8, 9, l o , r i . Hence, the Heathen Phi lo . 
fbphers, as Celfits i n part icular, obje£J:ed to the Chr i f t i ans of 
o ld , that they fulfered Sdtlers, and Weavers, and Coblers tQ 
teach among t h e m , w h i c h , they w h o k n e w that P W h i m f e l f , 
their great A p o f t l e , w r o u g h t at a T rade no t m u c h better, 
\yere not offended at. O f this f o r t we re the Difciples men
t ioned, Aa. 8 . 4 . So was Aquila, A£i. 18. 16. and the many 
Prophets i n the C h u r c h o f Corinth, 2 Epijl. Chap . i . 14 
Bu t , 

1. T H E N a m e ^^du-^^Xoiy is not ufed i n the N e w Tc f t a -
ment but for a Teacher with Authority. T h e A p o f t l e John 
tells us, that ^Mcy^M? is the fame w i t h fa.^fim,Chap. 20 . i 6 . or 
as i t is w r i t t e n , fa.mm,Mark, i c j i . w h i c h i n mixed d i a l e d was 
the fame w i t h Rabbi: A n d and n i , were then int 
ufe fo r the Hebrew n^ iQ ; o f w h i c h fee Job ^6. 22. I f a. 30. 
20 . N o w the conftant fignification o f thefe words , is, a. Mafier 
in Teaching, a Teacher with Authority. N o r is JyjiiV;t«A!.f u f ed 
i n the N e w Te f t amen t , bu t fo r fuch a one. A n d therefore 
thofe w h o are called Teachers, were fuch as were fet apart; 
unto the OiRce o f Teach ing , and not f uch as were f o called 
f r o m an occafional W o r k or D u t y . 

2 . TEACHERS are numbred among the 0//Ver^, wh ich ; 
C h r i f t ha th given unto , and fet i n the Church , Ephef^.x^. 
tXor. 12. 28 , So that Or ig ina l ly Church-Officers were intended 
by. them, is beyond con t rad ia ion . 

3. T H E Y are mentioned as thofe , w h o w i t h others d id fre/z^/e 
i n the Church , and pm i n t l ie publ ick min i f t ra t ions o f i t , 
A0. 15. I , 2 . 

T H E X 
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4. T H E Y are charged to attend unto the Work of Teaching 
w h i c h none can be, but they whole Office i t is to Teach 
Kom. 12. 7. I t is therefore undeniable, that there is f uch a i j 
Office as that o f a Teacher mentioned i n the Scripture. 

T H E Second Opin ion is, t l ia t although a Teacher be a Church, 
Officer, yet no diftinSi Office is intended in that denomination. 
I t is f i y thw/, only another Name for a Paftor, the Off ice being 
one 'and the lame, the lame Perlbns being both Paftors and 
Teachers, or called by thefe leveral Names, as they have othe: 
Titles alfo afcribed unto them. 

SO i t is fallen out, and f o i t is u fua l i n things o f this nature, 
that M e n run in to extreams ; T r u t h pleafeth them not. I ^ 
the F i r f t Deviat ion o f the Church f r o m its Pr imi t ive I n f t i t u 
t i on , there were introduced f u n d r y Offices i n the Church that 
were not o f Divine Inftitution, borrowed par t ly o f the "Jews 
and par t ly o f the Gentiles, w h i c h i l fued i n the Seven Orders of 
the Church of Rome. T h e y did not ut ter ly r e j e f t any that were 
o f a Div ine Or ig ina l , but retained Ibme land o f Figure, Sha
d o w or Image o f them. But they brought i n others that were 
mcerly of their o w n invent ion. I n the re jed ion o f this E x 
orbitancy, fbme are apt to r u n in to the other extreme. T h e y 
w i l l deny and r e j e f l fome of them that have a Div ine Warran ty 
f o r their Or ig ina l . H o w b e i t , they arc not many, norbur -
thenfbmc : Yea, they are all fuch , as w i t h o u t the continuation 
o f them, the Edif icat ion o f the Church cannot be carried on 
i n a due manner. For unto the Beauty and Order o f the 
C h u r c h i n its Ru le and W o r f h i p , i t is required, not only that 
there be many Officers i n each C h u r c h , but a l fb that they be o f 
f u n d r y f o r t s ; all Ha rmony in things N a t u r a l , Polit ical and 
Ecclehaft ical , a r i f ing f r o m variety w i t h proport ion. A n d he 
that f h a l l w i t h Calmnefs, and w i t h o u t Prejudice, confider t f i 
w h o l e W o r k that is to be done i n Churches, w i t h the end P 
their i n f t i t u t i o n , w i l l be able to undcrf tand the neceffity f 
Paftors, Teachers, Ruling-Elders and Deacons, fo r thofe enrT 
and no other. A n d this I hope I f ha l l demonftrate in H * 
confideration o f thefe r e fped ive Offices, w i t h the D u t 
that belong unto them, as I have confidered one o f t h J S 

— > _ : -^ i lSady. 
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d S ; , i T a y T ' ^ ^ ' ' ' unto the op in ion under p r e f en t con f i -

I . I N the P r imi t ive C h u r c h , about the end o f the Second 
Cemury, before there was the leaft a t tempt to introduce new 
O f f i ^ ? ^ ' T J C h u r c h , there were Perfons called unto the 

n o f called n n T ' ' ? ^'''^'''^^ ^^'^ Paftots, nor called unto the A d m m i f t r a t i o n o f other Ordinances. T h o f e 
o f this f o r t , m the C h u r c h o f Alexandria, were , by reafon o 
^ e i r extraordinary Abiht ies , qu i ck ly o f great fame and r e n o w n , 
i n e i r con tan t W o r k was pub l i ck ly un to all comers, Believers 
and Unbel ievers , to explain and teach the Principles o f 
C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion , defending and v indica t ing i t f r o m die op
pof i t ion o f Its Heathen Adverfaries, whether ^r;?,^./?^ or Phi 
lojophers. T h i s had never been fo e x a d l y p r a d i f e d i n 
the Church , i f i t had not derived f r o m D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n , 
A n d ot this fo r t is the oy^-n,^y th.t Catechijl, intended by the 

\I?^Xir T f'J'- ^u- ^"^h as conf tan t ly labours 
m the W o r k o f Preaching, and hath thofe w h o depend upon his 
M i n i i t r y therein; h <^7«;)c5^«, thofe that are Taught or Catechifed 
by h i m . For , hence alone i t is that Maintenance is due un to 
turn for his W o r k . Let the Catechifed communicate unto the Ca-
techiji;, the taught unto the Teacher in all good things. A n d i t 
IS not the Paftor o f the Church that he intends, for lie fpcaks o f 
h i m i n the fame cafe i n another manner, and no where o n l y 
w i t h re lpe t t unto teaching alone. 

2. T H E R E is a plain diftinmon between the Offices o f a 
Paftor and a Teacher, fi/Z^e/; 4 . n . Some Paftors and Teachers. 
T h i s is one o f the inftances where in M e n t r y their Wi t s , i n 
p u t t i n g i n exceptions unto plain Scripture Te f l imon ie s , as 
fome or other do i n all other cafes; w h i c h i f i t may be 
al lowed, w e f l i a l l have no th ing l e f t us certain i n the who le 
Book o f God. T h e A p o f t l e enumerates d i f t i n d l y all the 
Teaching Officers o f the Church , both extraordinary and o r d i -
la ry . J t is granted, that there is a difference between Apof t les , 
'rophets and Evangelif ts , but there is none, fay fbme , between 
Paftors and Teachers ; w h i c h are alio named d i f t i n d l y . W h y 
•0? Becaufe there is an interpofition of the Article ihihQtwo&a 
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thofe o f the former fo r t , and not between Vafiors and Teachers -
a very weak confideration to controul the evidence o f the defign 
o f the A p o f t l c i n the Words. W e are not to prefcribe unto h i m 
l o w he f l i a l l exprefs h i m f c l f But this I k n o w , t l ia t the d i f . 

Yretive and copulative c o n j u n a i o n and, between P ^ / ^ r j 
and Teachers, doth no lels d i f t i n g u i l h them die one f r o m the 
other, than the TJJ i^ii and before made ule oh A n d this 
I fliail conf i rm f r o m the words themfelves. 

I . T H E Apof t l e doth not fay Pafiors or Ttachirs, w h i c h i n 
consrui tv o f foeech fliould have been done i f the A« .e Perfons 
Tud S ^ o W ^ were intended. A n d the <^.^.e/.x.e Particle 
• . l ^ i V l o f c o f i i ich an enumeration o f things d i f t i n a , as that 
i n tWs place; is o f the fame force w i t h the other notes o f d i -

flinftion before u lcd . „ % , , 
T A F T E R he hath named Paflors he nameth Teachers w i t h 

. note o f d i f t i n a i o n . T h i s m u f t contain either the addition 
New Office, or be an in terprewtion ot w h a t w e n t betore; 

i f f he had faid Paffors, that is. Teachers. I f i t be the latter, 
then the name o f Teachers m u f t be added, as t l ia t w h i c h was 
b e t L - k n o w n than that o f P . > r . , and more exprefllve o f the 
r X r P intended I t is declared w h o are meant by Paftors 
S t g T e m r - i ^ ^ ^ ; or elfe the addition o f the w o r d is 
meer l f f i ipcrfluous. But this is quite o therwife the name o f 
Vaftor being more k n o w n as unto the Ind ig i t a ion o f Office-
Power and Care, and more appropriated thereunto than that o f 
rZher- w h i c h is both a common name, not abfolutely appro-
p e l t e d m i S o ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a n d r e l i x a i v e o f o n e p a r t o f the P a f t U 
OiBce and D u t y only . , i , 

5. N O inftance can be given i n any place where there is an 
enumeration of Church-Officers, either by their Names , as 

I Cor. 12. i 5. or by their W o r k , as Rom. 12. $ 5 0 , 7 . or by the 
Offices themfelves, as Phil i . i. o f the fame Officer , at the 
lame dme to be expreffed under various names, w h i c h indeed 
m u f t needs introduce confuf ion in to fuch an enumeration. I t 
is true, the fame Officers are i n the Scripure called by feveral 
Names, as Pafiors, Bifhops, Presbyters, but i f i t had been (aid 
any where, that there were i n the Church Bijhops and Presbyters 
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i t m u f t be acknowledged that they were dift'm^ Officeras 
Bifijops and Deacons iire, Phil. i. i . 
> 4 . T H E words i n their F i r f t no t ion , are not Synonymous j 
f o r all Paftors are Teachers, but al l Teachers are not Paftors j 
and therefore the latter cannot be exegetical the former . 

idly. A S thele Teachers are f o called and named i n contra 
d i f t i n d i o n unto P ^ / f o r j i n the fame place, fothey ha.ve diftin^i 
Office-Works and Duties aff igned unto them i n the fame place 
a l fb ;Rom. 1 2 . 1 8 . i / e that teacheth on teaching; he that exhorteth 
on exhort at ion.\i they have etpecial W o r k s to attend unto d i f t i n d 
l y , by v i r tue o f t l ie i r Offices, then are their Offices d i f t i n d l y 
a l fb ; fo r f r o m one there is an efpecial obl igat ion unto one fort 
o f Duties, and to another f o r t f r o m the other. 

^\thly. T H E S E Teachers are fet in the Church as i n a d i 
ftinS: Off ice f r o m that o f Prophets ; Secondarily, Prophets, 
Thirdly, Teachers, i Cor. 12. 28. A n d f b they are mentioned 
d i f t i n d l l y i n the C h u r c h of Antioch, A £ t . 13. i . There were in 
the Church at Antioch Prophets and Teachers. Bu t i n both places 
Pafiors are comprized Under the name o f P rophe t s ; Exhorta
t i o n being an efpecial branch o f Prophecy j Rom. 12. 6, 7 , 8 . 

5. T H E R E is a peculiar inftitution of Maintenance f o r thefe 
Teachers, w h i c h argues a diftinB Office, Ga l . 6. 6. 

F R O M all thefe confiderations, i t appears, that the Teachers 
mentioned i n the Scripture, were Officers i n the Church d i f t i n f t 
r o m Paftors. For they are d i f t i n g u i f h e d f r o m them, ( i . ) B y 

their Name, declarative of the efpecial nature o f their Of f i ce . 
( 2 . ) By their uculinr Work, w h i c h they are to attend unto , i n 
Teaching by v i r tue o f Off ice . ( 3 . ) V>y th^^diflina placing 
i n the Church as peculiar Officers i n i t , d i f t i n f t f r o m Prophets 
or Paftors. ( 4 . ) By the efpecial conftitution o f their ncceilary 
Maintenance. ( 5 . ) By xhz necefftty of their Work tohQ dimnttiy 
carried on i n the Church . W h i c h may fu f f i cc fo r the removal 
o f the Second Op in ion . ^ 

T H E T h i r d i s , tha t Teachers are a difti^el Office tn the 
Church, but fuch w h o f e Off ice , W o r k and Power, is confined 
unto Teaching on ly , f o as that they have no intereft i n Rule or 
the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Sacraments. A n d , • 
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I A C K N O W L E D G E that this feems to liav^ ueen the 
w a v and pradice o f the Churches after the Apof t l c s . Por 
they had ordimry Catechlfis and Teachers i n Affcmbhes l ike 
Schools, that were not called unto the whole W o r k of the 

^ ? ^ T H E name o f a Teacher, neither i n its native fignifica. 
t l on nor i n its ordinary application, as expreffive o f the W o r k 
o f this O f e do th extend i t f e l f beyond, or f igmf ie any t h ^ g 
but t hemee ; Power and D u t y o f T e . j ^ i . ^ . ^yif'^^''^^^-^^ 

as un to the w o fo^^^^^^ f ^^^^^^ ^ h o i e W o r k o f the M i -

the ^ o p o f a l o f Church-Officers under thefe names the whole 
o f O & o w e r and D u t y is apprehended as included i n them. 
B u t he name o f a Teacher, efpecially, as figmficant o f that o f 
K ^ i among the Jews, carries along w i t h i t a confinement 
unto an efpecial W o r k or D u t y . ^ , _ , 

\ I D O iudge i t l a w f u l for any C h u r c h , f r o m the nature 
o f ^d i e th ing i t fe l f , Scripture, 
choofe call and fet apart meet Perfons unto the 0#ce, Hork 
t^d D'^y ^ Teachers%ithont an interef t t\^^ Rule of the 
Church, or the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the H o l y Ordinances o f 
W o r f t i i p . T h e fame t h i n g is p r a f t i f e d by many fo r the f u b , 
ftance o f i t though not i n due order. A n d , i t may be, the 
p rad ice hereof duly obferved, w o u l d lead us unto the O r i g i n a l 
I n f t i t u t i o n o f this Office. Bu t , r ^. u x 

4 . W H E R E A S a Teacher, meerly as i n c h , ha th no r i g h t 
un to Ru le or the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f Ordinances, no more than 
th.Q DoBors among the Jem had r i gh t to Offer Sacrifices in the 
Temple ; yet he w h o is called t o he ^Teacher, may alfo at the 
fame t ime be called to be an Elder; and a Teaching Elder h a th 
the power o f a l l ho ly Admin i f t r a t i ons commit ted to h i m . 

5. B U T hcK that is called to be a Teacher i n a peculiar 
manner, a l though he be an Elder a l fo , is to attend pecu
l ia r ly unto that part o f his W o r k f r o m whence he receiveth 
l i i s Denominat ion. A n d f o I f h a l l at prefent d i fmi f s this 
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l i o n tor I t . 

T H E Fourth Opinion I rather embrace than any o f the 
other, namely, upon a fuppof i t i on that a Te^c/iey is a d i f t i n£^ 
Off icer i n the C h u r c h , his OSicn is of the fame kind with that of 
the Pafior, t hough d i f t i n g u i l h e d f r o m i t as un to degrees, bo th 
material ly and fo rma l ly : For , 

I . T H E Y are joined with Paflors i n the lame Order as the i r 
Aifociates i n Of f ice , Ephef. 4 . i . So they are w i t h Prophets, and 
fet in the Church as they are, i Cor- 12. i^.AB.i 3. i . ( 2 . ) T h e y 
have a peculiar Work o f the lame general nature w i t h that o f 
Paftors aff igned unto t hem, Rom. 1 2 . 7 . Being to Teach o r 
Preach the Gofpe l by v i r tue o f Off ice , they have the fame 
Off ice fo r fubftance w i t h the Paflors. ( 3 . ) T h e y are f a i d 
».H%^y?i<^t ii\ the C h u r c h , - 4 ^ . 13. I . w h i c h compr ize th a l l 
Sacred Adminiflrations. 

W H E R E F O R E , upon the conlideration o f all tha t is fpo l i en 
i n the Scripture concerning Church-Teachers, w i t h the various 
Iconjeaures o f al l forts o f Wri te r s about t hem, I f ha l l conclude 
•jmy o w n Though t s i n fbme f e w obfervations, and then enquire 
j in to the f t ate of the Chtcrch, w i t h reference unto thefe Paflors 
hwdTeachers. A n d I fay , „ , t 
i I . T H E R E may be Teachers i n a Church called on ly un to 
the W o r k o f Teaching , w i t h o u t any farther interef t m R u l e 
or R i g h t unto the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Sacraments. Such 
they fecm to be w h o are mentioned, Gal. 6.6. T h e y are there 
called peculiarly ^^^X^- ' l " , Catechip', and 4-

I 5. I^fruaors o f thofe that are young i n the Rudimen^^^^^^^^^ 
I^e l ig ion. A n d fuch there were m the ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 
fome whereof were eminent, famous and u f e f u l . tms 
was very neceffary i n thofe days w h e n the Churches were g iea i 
and numerous. For , whereas the whole Rule o f ttie ^-^^^''-^y 
and the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f a l l Ordinances i n ^ f ' " K^^ 
committed unto the Pafior, as belonging entirely unco his 
O f f i c e ; the difcharge o f i t i n all its parts, unto the Edi f ica t ion 
o f the C h u r c h , eft.?cially w h e n i t is numerous, being i m p o f l i -

for any one M a n , or i t may be more, m the fame Off ice 
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where all are obliged unto an efpecial attendance on one p a r t o f 
Lt, namely, the Word, and Prayer, i t pleafed the L o r d C h r i f t t© 
appoint f uch as i n d i f t i n d Offices l l i ou ld be alTociated w i t h 
them, fo r the difcharge o f f i m d r y parts o f then' D u t y . So 
were Deacons Ordained to take care o f the poor, a n d t l i e o u t , 
w a r d concerns o f the Church , w i t h o u t any in te re f l m Rule or 
R i g h t to Teach. So were, as we fha l l prove. Elders Ordained 
to a f f i f t and help i n Rule, w i t h o u t any call to Preach or A d m i , 
n i f te r the Sacraments. A n d fo were Teachers appointed to 
i n f t r u d the Church and others i n the T r u t h , w h o have no 
R i f f h t to R»/e ,o r the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f other Ordinances. A n d 
thus although the whole D u t y o f the Edification o f the Church 
be ftill incumbent on the Paftors, yet being fuppl ied w i t h 
affiftance to a l l the parts o f i t , i t may be comfortably difcharg
ed by them. A n d i f this Order were obferved i n al l Churches, 
not only many inconveniences w o u l d be prevented, but the 
Order and Edif icat ion o f the Church greatly promoted. 

2. H E -who IS-peculiarly called to be aTeacher, w i t h reference 
unto a d i f t i n d i o n f r o m a Pajlor, may yet at t l ie fame t ime be \ 
called to be an Elder a l fb , that is to be a Teaching Elder. A n d 
where there is i n any Officer a concurrence o f both thefe, a Right 
unto Rule as an Elder, and power to Teach, or Preach the Gofpel 
there is the fame Office and Office-Power, fo r the f i ibftance o f i t* 
as • there is i n the 'Paftor. ' 

O N the foregoing fuppof i t i on there yet remains a dU 
ftinEiion between the Office o f a Pafor and Teacher ; w h i c h , as 
far as l i g h t may be taken f r o m their Names and d i f t i n d A f f c r i - ' 
prions unto them, confif ts materially i n the different Gi f t s w h i c h 
thofe to be called unto Office have received, w h i c h the Church 
i n their call ought to have re f j^ed u n t o ; and formally xxix}ixc^ 
peculiar exercife o f thofe Gi f t s i n the difcliarge o f their Office 
according unto the A f f i g n a t i o n o f their e f j x c i a l W o r k unto 
them, w h i c h themfelves are to attend unto . 

U P O N w h a t hath been before difcourfed concerning th 
Office o f Paftors and Teachers, i t may be enquired, Whether 
there may be many of them in a particular Church, or whether ther 
ought only to he one of each fort: A n d I fay , , ^ 

— I , T / ^ K E . 
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1. T A K E Teachers i n the Third Seme, tor thole w h o are 
only f o , and have no farther interef t i n Oft ice-Power, and there 
is no doubt, but that there may be as many o f t hem i n any 
C h u r c h as arc neceffary unto its Edi f ica t ion ; and ought Jib to 
be. A n d a due obfervation o f this i n f t i t u t i o n , w o u l d prevent 
the inconvenience o f Mens Preaching conf tan t ly , w h o are i n 
no Office i n the Church . For a l though I do grant , that thofe 
w h o have once been regularly or fo lemnly fet A p a r t or Ordained 
unto the M i n i f t r y , have the Right of conftant Preaching inherent 
i n them, and the D u t y o f i t incumbent on t h e m , though they 
may be feparated f r o m thofe Churches , where in and unto 
w h o m they were peculiarly Ordained ; yet fo r M e n to give 
themfclvcs up conf tan t ly unto the W o r k o f Teaching by Preach
i n g the Gofpe l , w h o never were fet apart by the C h u r c h there 
Unto, I k n o w not that i t can be ju f t i f i ed . 

2. I f there be but one fort of Elders mentioned i n t h e S c r i -
pture , i t is out o f all quef t ion , that there may be many Paftors i n 
the fame Church . For there were Tna^y Elders i n every C h u r c h ; 
Ati. 14. 22. A£f. 20 . 28. Phil. I . I . Tit. i . 5. Bu t i f there 
ai?e fundry forts of Elders mentioned i n the Scripture, as Paftors, 
w h o peculiarly feed the Flock, thofe Teaching Elders o f w h o m 
w e have fpoken , and thofe Rulers concerning w h o r n w e f l i a l l 
treat i n the next place,- then no determination o f this enquiry 
can be taken f r o m tlie mul t ip l ica t ion o f them i n any Church . 

3. I t is certain, that the Order very early oblerved m the 
Church was one Paftor, ^^poer«f, Pr^fes, qu ick ly called Ef-ifcc-
ftis by way o f d i f t i n f t i o n , w i t h many Elders a f f i f t i n g m Rule 
and Teaching, and Deacons M i n i f t r i n g i n the thmgs o f this 
L i f e , whereby the Order o f t h c C h u r c h was prefervcd, and 1 s 
A u t h o r i t y reprefcnted. Ye t I w i l l not deny, but that meac f i 
particular Chu rch there may hcmmy P4^rs, within equality 
of power, i f the Edif icat ion o f the Church dodirequu-e i t . 

4 . I T was the alteration o f the ftate o f the Church fi^^^^ 
P r imi t ive C o n f t i t u t i o n , and Deviat ion f r o m i t ^ I ' " ; ; ^ X , 7 ' k v I 
an occafional coalefcency o f many Churches in to one, by a 
new f o r m o f Churches never appointed by C h r i f t , w h i c h came 
not i n u n t i l after the end of^ the Seco?^^ Century, that gave 

occalion 
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occafion to corrupt this Order into zxiEpifcopal Prehemmetjce 
w h i c h degenerated more and more in to confuf ion under the 
N a m e o f Order. A n d the abfolute equaUty o f many Pafiors 
i n one and the fame Church , is liable unto many mconvenien, 
cies, i f not di l igent ly watched againft . 

L W H E R E F O R E , let the Itate o f the Church be prefe^.^ 
ved and kept unto its OrigmdConfiitution, w h i c h is Co/Tg^fe^ 
tional, and no o t h e r ; and I do judge, that the Order o f the 
Officers, w h i c h was fo early i n the Pr imi t ive C h u r d i , namely^ 
o f one Paftor or Bijhof i n one Church , a l f i f ted i n Ru le and all 
ho ly Admin i f t r a t ions , w i t h many Elders Teaching or R u l i n g 
onlv doth not fo over t l i row Church-Order, as to render its 
R u l e or Difc ip l ine ufelcfii . 

6. B U T whereas there is no difference i n the Scripture, as 
unto Oft ice or Power int imated between Bifhops and Presbyters^ 
as w e have proved, where there are many Teaching Elders i n 
any Church , an equali ty i n Off ice and Power is to be prefer, 
ved. Bu t yet this takes not oft' f r o m the due preference o f the 
Pajioral Office, nor f r o m the neceffity o f precedency for the ob-
fcrvation o f Order i n al l Church AlTemblies, nor f r o m theconf t , 
deration o f the peculiar advantages, w h i c h Gi f t s , A g e , A b i l i . 
ties. Prudence and Experience, w h i c h may belong unto ibnie 
accoiding to Ru le , may give. 

C H A P . V I I . 

Of the Rule of the Church \ or^ of Piulin^ Elders. 

1 . TH E R u l e and Government o f the C h u r c h , or the 
execution of the Authority of Chrift therein, is i n the 
hand o f the Elders. A l l Elders in Off ice have Rule • 

and none have Rule i n the C h u r c h but Elders. As fuch, Rule 
doth belong unto them. T h e Apof t les , by v i r tue o f their 
efpecial Office, were intrufl?ed with all Church-Power; but there-
ore they were Elders al{b, ' i Pet. 5. i . xjoh. 1. ^ Joh. 1. 

——— — " —-—.—See. 



See 17. i p m . 5. 17. T h e y zxt fome of them on othei i 
accounts, called Bifhops, Paftors, Teachers, Minifters, Guides 

. bu t w h a t belongs unto any o f t h e m i n / ' o / W of Rule, or w h a t 
mtere l t they have therein, i t belongs un to them as Elders, and 
not o therwife ; Jei. 20. 17, 18. ^ 

SO under the O ld T e f t a m e n t , where the W o r d do th not 
i ignihe a difference i n Age, but is ufed i n a m o r a l fence. Elders 
are the fame w i t h Rulers or Governours, whether i n Offices 
^^^U or Ecclefiaftical', efpecially the Rulers o f the C h u r c h 
were conf tan t ly called its Elders. A n d the ufe o f the W o r d , 
w i t h the abufe o f the Power or Off ice intended by i t , is t radu
ced to figmfie M e n i n A u t h o i i t y r ^ / ; ^ w e x , £ ; / ^ e r « . 4 / ; / ; i n a l l 
places. 

2 . ^ C H U R C H - P o w e r a d e d i n its R u l e , is called the K^ys of 
the KJngdom of Heaven, by an expreff ion derived f r o m the Ksys 
that were a f i g n o f Off ice-Power i n the Families o f K i n g s , 
ija. 22. 22. and ufed by our Saviour h i m f e l f to denote the com
munica t ion o f Church-Power unto others, w h i c h was abfblute-
l y and univerfa l ly vef ted i n h i m f e l f under the N a m e o f the Kpy 
of David; Revel. 3. 7. Mat. 16. 19. 

?. T H E S E IQys are u fua l ly referred un to T w o Heads;^ 
namely the one o f Order, the other o f Jurifdi^ion. 

4 . BY t\\Q IQf:y of Order,t]\Q Spirifual Right, Power, and Au
thority o f BiQiops or Paftors t o Preach the W o r d , to A d r a i -
n i f t e r the Sacraments, D o d r i n a l l y to b ind and loofe the C o u -
Iciences o f M e n , are intended. 

J, 5- B Y fur if diction, the R u l e , Government , or D i f c i p l i n e 
°* the Church is defigned, though i t was never f b called or 
eiteemcd i n t i ie Scripture or the P r i m i t i v e Church , u n t i l the 
vyhole nature o f Church-Rule or Di fc ip l ine was depraved and 
^hanged. Therefore , neither the Word, nor any th ing that is 
ignihed by i t , or w h i c h i t is applied unto, ought to be admi t 
ted unto any confideration i n the things that belong unto t l i e 
.hurch or Its Ru le ; i t beincr expreffive of , and d i r e t t i n g unto 
than corrupt A d m i n i f t r a t i o n ' ' o f things Ecclefiaftical, according 
ijnto the Canon Law, by w h i c h all Church-Rule and Order is 
deftroyed. I do therefore at once d i f in i f s a l l difputes about it 
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n f things Foreign to the Gofpe l and C h r i f t i a n Re l ig ion , 
Snto the I n f t i t u t i o n s o f C h r i f t i n his Church . 

include the two- -
DoEirim and Difcipline, is freely granted. , „ . , 

r T l s r the C h u r c h o f f / s - ^ W , (as i n that o f i ^ . ^ e ) there is 
a peculiar d i f t r i b u t i o n made o f thefc ]<sp. U n t o lome, that 
L unto onefpaid fort or order o f M e n , they are both gi-antcd,: 
both the Key o f Orkr and oiJurifdUHon ; w h i c h is unto D / . . 

/ n i f l Z ] w i t h fome others under various Canonical re-
t ^ ^ t t k SSl tadons, as Deans .nd Arch-Deacons U n t o 
toe IS granted the K,ey of Order on ly , w i t h o u t the leaft mte-
ref t i n Jurifdiaion or Ru le by vir tue o f their Of i ice ; w h i c h 
are the Parochial Minifters, or meer Presbyters, w i t h o u t any 
additional T i t l e or Power , as o f Commiffary Surrogates, or the 
hke A n d unto a t h i r d fo r t , there is granted the l\py of Rule 
or JurifdiBion a lmof t pknifotent, w h o have no fhare i n the Ksy 
d Order, that is, were never Ordained, Separated, Dedicated 
unto any Off ice i n the Church ; fuch as are the Chancellors, &c, 

7. T H E S E Chancellors are the only Lay-Elders that I k n o w 
any where i n any Church ; that is, Perfbns entruf ted w i t h the 
Rule of the Church, and the Difpofttion o f its Cenfures, w h o 
arc not Ordained unto any Church -Of t i ce ; but i n all other things 
continue i n the Order o f the Laity or the People. A H Church 
Rulers, by i n f t i t u t i o n , are Elders. T o be an Elder o f the 
C h u r c h , and a Ruler in it, is al l one. Wherefore , thefe Per
fbns being Rulers in the C h u r c h , and yet thus cont inuing i n 
the Order o f the People, are Lay-Elders ; w h o m I wonder h o w 
f b many o f the Church came fo fer iouf ly to oppofe, feeing this. 
Order o f M e n is owned by none but themfelves. T h e T r u t h 
is, and i t m u f t be acknowledged, that there is no known Church 
i n the W o r l d , ( I mean w h o f e Order is k n o w n unto us, and is, 
o f any publ ick confiderat ion,) but they do d i fpofe the Ru le o f 
the Church i n part , in to the hands o f Perfons, w h o have not 
the power of Authoritative Preaching of the W o r d , and A d m i n i 
ftration o f the Sacraments commi t t ed unto them..For even thole 
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who place the w h o l e external Rule o f the d i u r c h i n the Civil 
Magifrate, do i t , as they judge h i m an OlBcer o f the C h u r c h , 
cntrufted by Chrifi with Church-Rower. A n d thofe w h o deny 
any fuch Officers as are ufua l ly called Ruling Elders i n the Re
fo rmed Churches to be o f D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n , yet main ta in tha t 
i t is very neceffary that there f h o u l d be fiich Officers i n the C h u r c h , 
cither appointed by the Magiftrate, or chofen by the people, and 
that w i t h cogent Argument s . See Grot, de Jure Poteftat. Cap. 

8. B U T this d i f t r i b u t i o n mentioned o f Church-Power, is 
fcriptural; nor is there any foot-f teps o f i t i n Antiquity. I t is f b 
as unto the t w o latter Branches o f i t . T h a t any one f h o u l d have 
the power of Order t o Preach the W o r d , to A d m i n i f t e r the Seals, 
t o bind and loofe the Confcience Do^rinally ; or M i n i f l e r i a l l y 
t o b ind and loofe i n the C o u r t o f Confcience, and yet by the 
Virtue o f that Office w h i c h gives t hem this power , no t to have a 
R i g h t and Power o f Rule or Difcipline to b ind and loofe i n the 
C o u r t o f the C h u r c h , is that , w h i c h neither the Scripture, noc 
any example o f the P r i m i t i v e C h u r c h do th give countenance 
unto . A n d as by this means, thofe are abridged and deprived 
o f their power , t o w h o m i t is granted by the I n f t i t u t i o n and 
L a w o f C h r i f t , as i t is w i t h all Elders du ly called unto the i r 
OfUce; fo i n the T h i r d Branch there is a grant o f Church -
Power unto f u c h , as by the L a w o f C h r i f t , are excluded f r o m 
any In te re f t therein. T h e enormi ty o f w h i c h con f t i t u t i on , I 
f h a l l not at prefent i n f i f t upon. But E n q u i r y m u f t be made 
w h a t the Scripture d i re f t s unto herein : A n d , 

I T H E R E is a Work and Duty of Rule i n the C h u r c h , d i -
ftina f r o m the W o r k and D u t y of Paftoral Feeding, by the 
Preaching o f the W o r d and A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Sacraments. 
A l l agree herein, unlefs i t be Eraps and thole that f o l l o w 
h i m , w h o feem to oppofb i t . Bu t their Arguments he not 
againft Rule i n general, w h i c h were b r u t i f l i , but on ly a Rule 
by external Jurifdimon i n the Elders o f the Church , bo they 
grant the general A f f e r t i o n o f the neceffity o f R u l e , f o r w h o 
can deny i t ? only they contend about the l ub j e t t of power 
required thereunto. A Spiritual Rule by v i r tue o f mutual vo-
hntarj confederation, for the prefervation o f Peace, Pur i ty 
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and Order i n the C h u r c h , f e w o f that opin ion deny ; at feaft, 
i t is not that w h i c h t l iey do oppofe. For to deny all R,(/e 
Difcipline i n the Church , w i t h all A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f Cenfures 
i n the excrcife o f a Spiritual Power internally inherent i n the 
Church is to deny the Church to be a Spiri tual Political Society 
over throw its Nature , and f ru f t r a t e its I n f t i t u t i o n i n d i r e f t o p ! 
pof i t ion unto the Scripture. T h a t there is fuch a Rule i n the 
C h r i f t i a n Church , f e e J ^ . 20. 28. Rom.i'z.^. i Cor. 12. 28, 
I Tim. 9. 5. Chap. ^ 17. Heb. 13. 7, i ? - \ 

2. DIFFERENT and difiinct Gifts are required unto the 
difcharge o f thefe diflinci. Worh and Duties. T i n s belongs unto 
the Harmony o f the difi^enfation o f the, Goipel . Gifts are 
beftowed to anfwer all Duties prefcribcd. Hence they are the 
F i r f t Foundation o f all Power, W o r k and D u t y i n the Church, 
^nto every one of us is given Grace according to the rneafure of 
ihe Gift of Chrif, that i s , A b i l i t y for D u t y , according to 
the meafure wherein C h r i f t is pleafed to grant i t ; Ephef. 4. 
There are diver (it ics of Gifts, but the fame fpirit; andthemaal 
fejtation of the fpirit is given to every Man to proft withal, i C o r 
12. 4 , 7, 8, 9, 10. Having then Gifts differing according to the 
Grace given unto us, & c . Rom. 12. 6, 7, 8. Wherefore, as every 
Man hath received the Gift, f a are they, to minifler the fame, as 
^ood Steivards of the manifold Grace of God, i Pet- 4.. 10. Hence 
are they called the Pomrs of the World to come, Heb. 6. 4 , r. 
Wherefore, d i f fe r ing Gi f t s , are, the firft foundat ion o f d i f fer ing 
Offices and Duties. 

3. T H A T differing Gifts are required unto the different Works 
o f Fafloral Teaching on the one hand, and practical Rule on die 
other, is evident, ( i . ) F r o m the Light of Reafon, and the 
nature o f the W o r k s themfelves being f b different. A n d 
( 2 . ) F r o m experience; Some M e n are fitted by Gi f t s , for the 
D i f p c n f a t i o n o f the W o r d and D o d r i n e i n a w a y of Pajloral 
Feeding, w h o have no «ye/i//-(^/^/7/>?'in the W o r k o f R « / e ; A n d 
Ibme are fitted fo r Rule, w h o have no Gi f t s fo r the difcharge 
o f the Paftoral W o r k i n Preaching. Yea, i t is very feldom 
that both thefe forts o f Gifes do concurr i n any eminency i n 
the fame Perfons,. or w i t h o u t fome notable defe f t . T h o f e 
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w h o are ready to alTume all things unto themfelves, are f o r the 
m o f t part fit fo r no th ing at a l l . A n d hence i t is, that m o f t o f 
t l io ie w h o efteem both thcle W o r k s to belong pr incipal ly un to 
them do a lmof t to ta l ly decline the one, o i that o f Pafioral 
i-re^c^/^g, unda -a pretence o f a t tending unto the other, tha t 
is, iUle, m a very prepofterous w a y ; fo r they o m i t that 
which IS incomparably the ^re^^er and more w o r t h y , f o r tha t 
w h i c h is lefs and infer ior unto i t , a l though i t f h o u l d be attended 
unto in a due manner.. 

B U T this, and f u n d r y other things o f the fike nature, proceed 
i r o m the corrupt ion o f that lyadit/onal notion, w h i c h is t rue 
i n i t f e l f and continued among all forts o f Chrifl:ians ; namely 
that there ought to be fome on w h o m the Rule of the Church is 
i n an efpecial manner incumbent,, and w h o f e pr incipal W o r k 
i t is to attend thereunto. For the great depravations o f a l l 
C h u r c h Government , proceed f r o m the Cor rup t ion and Abu le 
o f this no t ion , w h i c h i n i t fe l f , and its o r ig ina l , is true and 
facred. H e r e i n alfo. Malum habitat in alkno fundo. There is 
no _ corrupt ion i n Church-Order or Ru le , ,but is cor rup t ly 
derived f r o m , or is fe t up as an Image o f fome D i v i n e I n f t i 
t u t ion . 

4 . T H E Work of Rule, as diflrinO: f r o m Teaching, is i n 
general ta tvatch over the walking or converfation of the Members of 
the Church with Authority , E x h o r t i n g , C o m f o r t i n g , A d m o -
n i f h i n g , Reprov ing , Incouraging, D i r e £ t i n g o f them, as oc
cafion f l i a l l require. T h e Gi f t s ncccffary hereunto, .are £)/7i-
gence, Wtfdo/n, Courage and Gravity, as w e f l i a l l fee after
wards. T h e Pafloral Work, is pr incipal ly to reveal th^ ivhok 
Counfel of God, to divide the Word aright, or to labour in the 
Word and DoBrim, both as unto the general Di fpenfa t ion , and 
particular Appl ica t ion o f i t , i n all feafons, and on all occafions. 

H E R E U N T O Spiritual Wi^fdom,Kpoivledge,Sou»d J'f^g^^^^fy 
Experience and Utterance are required, all to be improved 
by continual " ' • . - -1^:.- A:CC^ ftudy o f the W o r d and Prayer. But 
rencc o f G i f t s , unto thcle d i f t i n£ t W o r k s , do th 

But this diffe 
^wnw v/i vjiiLa , uiiuo ciieic ui iLi i i^ i . , no t o f i t 
f e l f conf t i tu te d i f l i n c l Offices, becaufe the fame Perfons ma^ 
be meetly furniQied w i t h thofc o f both forts.. 

„ SJ 
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ni fhed w i t h Gifts for both , was a ground i n the W i f d o m o f 
the H o l y G h o f t , for d i f t i n d Offices i n the C h u r c h , where one 
f o r t o f t hem were as much as thofe o f one Off ice could ordina, 
r i l y attend unto, JB. 6 2, | , 4 . . JS^niftraUon mto th poor of 
the Church, for the f u p p l y of their Tempora l Neceffi t ies, i s a i 
Ordinance o f C h r i f l . T h e A d m i n i f t r a t i o n hereof, the A p o , 
ftles were f u r n i f t i e d for w i t h Gif t s and W i f d o m above al others: 
But yet , becaufe there was another part of their W o r k and 
Duty fuperwr hereunto, and o f greater neceffity unto the Pro. 
nasation o f the G o f i x l and Edif icat ion o f the Church , namely, 
a diligent attendance unto the Word and Prayer, the W i f d o m o f 
the H o l y G h o f t i n t l i c m thought meet to cre t t a Nen Office 
i n the Church , for the dilchargc o f that part o f the M m i f t c r i a l 
D u t y w h i c l i was to be attended unto ; yet , not f o as to be any 
o b f t r u d i o n unto the other. I do not obferve this, as i f i t were 
l a w f u l for any others after them to do the fame ; namely, upon 
a f l i ppo f i t i on o f an effecial Work, to ere£t an efpecial Office. 
O n l y I w o u l d demonftrate f r o m hence, the equity and rea-
fonable ground o f that I n f t i t u t i o n , w h i c h w e fha l l afterwards 
evince. 

6. THE Work of the Miniflry in Prayer, and Preaching of the 
Word, or labour i n the W o r d and D o d r i n e , whereunto the 
. A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Seals o f the Covenant is annexed, w i t h 
a l l the Duties that belong unto the efpecial Appl ica t ion o f thefe 
things before i n f i f t c d on , unto the Flock ; are ordinar i ly f u f t i . 
cient to take up the whole Man, and the u t m o f t o f their endow
ments w h o are called un to the P^/or^/^ 0 # f e i n the Church 
T h e very nature o f the W o r k i n i t f e l f is fuch , as that the 
A p o f t l e g i v i n g a f h o r t defcr ipt ion o f i t , adds as an in t ima t ion 
o f its greatnefs and excellency. Who isffficient for theft things ? 
2 Cor. 2. 16. A n d the manner o f its performance adds unto its 
we igh t . For not to ment ion that in tenf ion o f M i n d i n the 
exercile o f Fa i th , L .ove, Zieal and C o m p a f f i o n , w h i c h is re
quired o f them i n the difcharge o f their whole O f t i c e ; the 
d i l igent confideration o f the ftate o f the Flock, f b as to provide 
Spiri tual . Food convenient for them j w i t h a conftant at

tendance 
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tendance unto the iffues and effe£ls o f the W o r d i n the C o n l c i -
cnces and Lives o f M e n ; is enough for the m o f t part to take 

' up their whole t ime and f t r e n g t h . 
I T is grofs ignorance or negligence tha t occafioneth any to be 

o therwife minded. As the W o r k o f the M i n i f t r y is generally 
difcharged, as cona f t i ng only i n a Weekly frovifwn of Sermons, 
and the performance o f fome ftated Offices by Reading , M e n 
may have t ime and l iberty enough to attend unto other occa
sions. But i n f u c h Perfons w e are not at prefent concerned.. 
Our Rule is p la in , i Tim. 4 . 12, 13, 14, i<r, i 6 . 

7- I T doth not hence f o l i o w , tha t thofe w h o are cal led 
unto the M i r i i f t r y o f the W o r d , as Paflors and Teachers, w h o 
are Elders a l f b , are devefted o f the Right of Rule i n the Church , , 
or difcharged f r o m the exercife o f i t , becaufe others not called 
unto their Of f i ce , are appointed to be a f f i f l a n t un to them ; tha t 
is, Helps in the Government. For the R i g h t and D u t y o f Rule-
is infeparablc f r o m the Office of Elders w h i c h a l l Ripops or 
Paflors are. T h e Right is f l i l i i n t hem, and the exercife o f i t 
eonfif tent w i t h their more excellent W o r k , is required o f 
t hem: So was i t i n the F i r f t I n l l i c u t i o n o f the Sanhedrim i n the 
Church o f Ifrad y Exod. 18 . 17, 18,, 19, 20 , 2 1 , 22 , 23 . 
Mofes had before the fble Ru le and Government o f the People-
I n the addi t ion that was made o f an Elderfhip fo r his aff i l tance, 
there was no d i m i n u t i o n o f his f l i g h t , or the exerciie ot i t 
according to hi? precedent power . A n d the Apolt les , i n the 
eonf t i tu t ion o f Elders i n every C h u r c h , derogated n o t h i n g 
f r o m their o w n A u t l i o r i t y , nor difcharged thcmlclvesof then 
care. So w h e n they appointed Deacons to take care of b u p -
p : i ^ s fo r the Poor, they did not f^^Sf T ^ ^ f e ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the excrcife o f their D u t y as their Other W o r k w o u d pelr^^^^ 
them, Gal. 2. 9, 10. A n d i n particular, the ApoIHe man 
fef ted his concernment herein, i n the care he took about t 
lechon for the Poor m a l l Churches. 

6. AS w c obfervcd at the entrance o t t " /^ ^ ' rporhmcr 
whole Work o f the Church , as unto Author i t a t ive r c a c h m g . 
and Rule , is commit ted unto the Elders For Au thon t a t i ve : 
Teaching and R u l i n g , is Teaching, and R u h n g by vu tue o f 
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O f f i c e : A n d this Off ice whereunto they do belong, i s l h J J ^ 
Elders, as i t is undeniably attefted, Ml. 20.17, &c. All that 
belongs unto the Care, I n f p e d i o n , Over f igh t , Ru le and I f , , 
ftrudion o f the Church , is commit ted unto the Elders o f i t 
p re f ly . For Elders is a Name derived f r o m the Jews, denotinsj 
them that have Authority i n the Church . T h e F i r f t fignifica! 
t i o n o f the W o r d i n a l l Languages relpeds Age. Elders are 
Old Men, w e l l ftricken i n years; unto w h o m r e f p e d and re 
vcrence is due by the L a w o f Na ture and Scripture Com
m a n d ; unlcfs they for fe i t their Privilege by levi ty or wickg^j^ 
nels, w h i c h they often do. N o w Ancient Men were or iginal ly 
judged, i f not only , yet the m o f t meet fo r Rule, and were 
before others conf tant ly called thereunto. Hence, the Name 
o f Elders was appropriated unto them, w h o d id Prefide and 
Rule over others i n any k i n d . 

O N L Y i t may be oblerved, that there is i n the 6'cr//^«re no 
mention o f Rulers that are called Elders, but f i i ch as are i n a 
fubordinate Power and A u t h o r i t y on ly . T h o f e w h o were i n 
f l ipream abfblute power, as Kjngs and Princes, are never called 
Elders. But Elders by Office, were fuch only as had a Minifies 
rial Power under others. Wherefore, the hii^heft Officers i n the 
C h r i f t i a n Church being called £/i^eri-, even the Apoftles them 
felves, and Peter m particular, i it/-//?. Chap. 5. v . 1.2. i t 
is ev iden t , that they have only a Minijlerial Power ; and 
f b i t is declared zier. 4 . T h e Pofe w o u l d n o w fcarce take i t 
w e l l to be efteemed only an Elder o f the Church o f Rome • 
unlels i t be i n the fame fence where in the Turkiflj Monarch 
is called the Grand Signior. But thofe w h o w o u l d be in the 
C h u r c h above Elders, have no Off ice in it, whatevef ufurpa-
t i on they may make over it, ' 

9- T O the compleat conf t i tu t ion o f any particular Church 
or the pe r fe£ l ion o f its Organical State, i t is required that there 
be many Elders i n i t ; at ieaft more than one. I n this pronn 
I t i on lies the next foundat ion o f the T r u t h w h i c h w e pleaH 
-or, and therefore i t m u f t be d i f t i n d l y confidcred. I do not 

determme what their number ought to be ; nor is i t determinable 
as un to all Churches. For the L i g h t o f Na tu re fu f f i c i en t ly 

— — _ _ _ _ f e d : & 
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^^^^^s, that i t is to be proport ioned unto the W o r k and En t 
dehgned. Where a C h u r c h is numerous, there is a necefficy o 
encreafing their number proportionable unto their W o r k . I n 
the days o f CyfrUn there was i n the C h u r c h o f Carthage T e n 
o i 1 welve o f them that are mentioned by N a m e ; A n d at the 
lame tune, there were a great many i n the C h u r c h o f Romt 
un^^v lornelius. Wl ie re the Churches are f m a l l , the number 
r i w ^0'" " o Of f ice is appointed i n the 
*-nurch fo r pomp or fljow, but fo^ labour on ly . A n d fo many 
are ncceifary i n each Off ice as are able to difcharge the W o r k 
w h i c h IS allotted unto t hem. Bu t that C h u r c h , be i t finall or 
great, is not compleat i n its f tate, is defeOrive, w h i c h hath not 
more Elders than one \ w h o have not f b many as are f u f f i c i e n t 
fo r their W o r k . 

l o . T H E Government o f the C h u r c h , i n the judgment and 
pra f t i ce o f fome, is abfolutely Democratical or Popular. T h e y 
judge that all Church-Power or A u t h o r i t y , is feated and fetled 
i n the Community of the Brethren or Body o f the People. A n d 
they look on Elders or M i n i f l e r s , on ly as Servants of the Church ; 
not only materially i n the Duties they p e r f o r m , and finally f o r 
their Edi f ica t ion , f e rv ing fo r the good o f the C h u r c l i , i n the 
things o f the C h u r c h ; hnt formally a l fo , as a f t i n g the A u t l i o -
r i t y o f the Church by a mcer delegation, and not any o f their 
o w n received d i r e f t l y f r o m C h r i f i , by v i r tue o f his L a w and 
I n f l i t u t i o n . Hence , they do occafionally appoint Perfbns 

_ 11 I n . I I . - /-^rn^™ 
-"•^iiLuuon. nence , tncy uo occauonauy a^ j ju iu t AV-HWHJ 
among themfelvcs not called unto , not vefted w i t h any OfBce, 
to A d m i n i f t e r the Supper of the Lord, or any other fb lemn O i f i -
ces o f W o r l h i p . O n this principle and fuppof i t i on , I fee no 
necefficy o f a„y Elders at all, though ufual ly they do conferr 
this Oft ice on fbme w i r h fJ^lemnitv.But as among t l em, there is this Off ice on fbme w i t h fo lemni ty .But as among 
no d i r c a necefllty of any Elders for Rule, fo w e treat not at 
prefent concerning them • , 

S O M E place the Government o f many particular place 
— ^ioccfa.^ — 

and by his Authori ty-according unto nie ivuic wi ...w ^ 
and the c i v i l conf t i tu t ion o f the L a n d . 1 hcfe are lo far f r o m 
judging i t neccifarv that there fhou\&hz mdny Elders for Rule 

^ i n 

Churches i n V D%^^fanBifljTpT^''y^^^^^ that a a under h i m , 
and by his Authoricv.ncmrdinsi unto the Rule o f tlie L anon Law, 


