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^^^^^s, that i t is to be proport ioned unto the W o r k and En t 
deligned. Where a C h u r c h is numerous^ there is a necefficy o 
encreafing their number proportionable unto their W o r k . I n 
the days o f QyfrUn there was i n the C h u r c h o f Carthage T e n 
o i 1 welve o f them that are mentioned by N a m e ; A n d at the 
lame tunc, there were a great many i n the C h u r c h o f Romt 
un^^v lornelius. Where the Churches are f m a l l , the number 

r i w " ° ^ ^ ^ ^ appointed i n the 
*-nurch fo r pomp or fljow, but io'c labour on ly . A n d fo many 
are ncceflary i n each Off ice as are able to difcharge the W o r k 
w h i c h IS allotted unto t hem. Bu t that C h u r c h , be i t fiTiall or 
great, is not compleat i n its ftate, is defeOrive, w h i c h hath not 
more Elders than one \ w h o have not f b many as are f u f f i c i e n t 
fo r their W o r k . 

l o . T H E Government o f the C h u r c h , i n the judgment and 
pra f t i ce o f fome, is abfolutely Democraticd or Popular. T h e y 
judge that all Church-Power or A u t h o r i t y , is feated and fetled 
i n the Commumty of the Brethren or Body o f the People. A n d 
they look on EUers or M i n i f l e r s , on ly as Servants of the Church ; 
not only materially i n the Duties they p e r f o r m , and finally f o r 
their Edi f ica t ion , f e rv ing fo r the good o f the C h u r c l i , i n t l ie 
things o f the C h u r c h ; hnt formally a l fo , as a f t i n g the A u t l i o -
r i t y o f the Church by a mcer delegation, and not any o f t l ie i r 
o w n received d i r e f t l y f r o m C h r i f t , by v i r tue o f his L a w and 
I n f t i t u t i o n . Hence , they do occafionally appoint Perfbns 

_ 11 I n . I I . - /-^rn^™ 
-"•^iiLuuon. nence , t i icy uo ouuauonauy ct^jjuiut AV-HWHJ 
among themfelvcs not called unto , not vefted w i t h any O/Bce, 
to A d m i n i f t e r the Sufper of the Lord, or any other (blemn O i f i -
ces o f W o r l l i i p . O n this principle and fuppoh t ion , I fee no 
necefficy o f a^y Elders at all, though ufual ly they doconferr 
this Off ice on fome w i H i fJ^lemnitv.But as among t l em, there is t ins Off ice on fome w i t h fo lemni ty .But as among 
no d i r c a neceffity of a^y Elders for Rule, fo w e treat not at 
prelcnt concerning them • , 

S O M E place the Government o f many particular place 
— 'ioccfa.^ — 

and by his Authori ty-according unto nit: ivuic wi ...w ^ 
and the c i v i l conf t i tu t ion o f the L a n d . 1 hcfe are lo tar f r o m 
judging i t neccffarv that there ^ou\&hz mdny Elders for Rule 

^ no. 

Churches i i / a D%^^fanBi(ljTpT^'^^^^^ that a a under h i m , 
and by his Authoricv.ncmrdinsi unto the Rule o f tlie L anon Law, 
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in every particular Church , as that they a l low no Ru le in them 
' It a l l , but only affcrt a Ru le over them. But a Church , where 
here is no Rule i n i t fe l f , to be exercifed i n the N a m e o f C h r i f t 

j y its o w n Rulers , OfBcers, Guides, immedia t ly pref iding it^ 
[ t , is u n k n o w n to Scripture and A n t i q u i t y . Wherefore, w i t h 
hefe w e deal not i n this D i f c o u r f e ; nor have any apprehenfion 
hat the power o f prcfent ing M e n , for any pretended p i forder^ 
into the Bi^op or Chancellors Court^ is any part o f Churc lv 
Power or Rule . 

12. O T H E R S place the Rule o f particular Ciiurcfies, efpg. 
ciallv i n cafes o f greatell moment , i n an Jfociatw», Conjunmon 
or Combimtion of all the Elders o f t l i em in one Society, w h i c h 
is commonly called a C 7 # > , So m all A t t s ot Ru le , there 
w i l l be a c o n j u n f t a d i n g o f many Elders. A n d , no doubt i t 
is the beft p rov i f ion that can be made on a fuppo f i t i on o f the 
continuance o f the prefent Parochial Difirihution. But thofe 
alfo o f this judgment , w h o have m o f t weighed and confidered 
the nature o f thefe things , do alTcrc the necelTity o f ma»y-
Elders i n every particular Chu rch , w h i c h is the common 
judgment and practice o f the Reformed Churches i n all places. 

i ^ . A N D fbme there are, w h o begin to main ta in . T h a t 
ther® is no need o f any more but Pa/lory B/Jhop, or Elder^ 
i n a particular Church , w h i c h hath its Ru le i n its f e l f ; other! 
Elders for Ru le being unnecelTary. T h i s is a Novel Opinion 
cont rad i f to ry to the fence and pradice o f the Church i n all 
Ages. A n d I fliall prove the contrary. 

I . T H E pattern o f the F i r f t Churches conf t i tu ted by the 
I f tpof t lcs ,which i t is our D u t y to imitate and f o l l o w as our Rule 
conf tant ly expreffeth and declares. T h a t mxny Elders were ap
pointed by them i n every C h u r c h , A[i. i i . 30. Chap. 14. 2?. 
Chap. 15-. 2, 4 , 6, 22. Chap. 4 . Chap . 20. 17, &c. \ Tim 
5 .17 . Phil. I . I . Tit. I . 5-. I Pet. 5. 1 . T h e r e is no ment ion 
i n the Scripture, no ment ion i n A n t i q u i t y , o f any Church 
wherein there was not more Elders than One^ nor do th that 
Church anfwer the Original Pattern^ where i t is other wi le . 

W H E R B there is but one Elder maChnvcK there can-2. 
Jiot be an Elder [hip or Presbytery ; as there cannot be a S enate 
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where there is but one Senator; w h i c h is contrary unto 
I Tim. 4. 14. 

5. T H E continuation o f every C h u r c h i n its or iginal State 
and C o n f t i t u t i o n , is, fince the ceafing o f extraordinary Offices 
and Powers, commi t ted to the Care and Power o f the C h u r c h 
i t fe l f . Hereunto the C a l l i n g and Orda in ing o f ordinary 
Officers, Paftors, Rulers , Elders, Teachers, do belong. A n d 
therein , as w e have proved, bo th the Ele6iion o f the People, 
f u b m i t t i n g themfelves unto t h e m i n the L o r d , and the fo l emn 
f e t t i ng o f t hem apart by Impofition o f Hands, do concurr. But 

I i f there be but One Elder only i n a C h u r c h , upon his Death or 
\ Remova l , this I m p o f i t i o n o f Hands m u f t either be le f t unto 
! the People, or be fuppl ied by Elders o f other Churches or be 
I w h o l l y omi t ted , a l l w h i c l i are irregular. A n d that Church -
\ Order is defeSiive, w h i c h wants the Symbol o f Author icat ive 
j Ord ina t ion . 
1 4. I T is d i f f i c u l t , i f not impolTible, on a fuppof i t i on o f One 
j Elder only i n a Church , to prefer ve the Ru le o f the C h u r c h 
f r o m being Prelatical o r Popular. The re is no th ing more f r e 
quent ly ob jeded unto thofe w h o dilTent f r o m Diocejan Bifhops, 
than that they w o u l d every one be Bijhops i n their own PanjheSy 
and unto their o w n People. A H fuch pretences are excluded 
on our principles, o f the L ibe r ty o f the People, o f the neceff i ty 
o f many Elders i n the fame C h u r c h i n an equality o f Power, 
and the C o m m u n i o n o f other Churches i n AlTociation : Bu t 
p ra f t i ca l ly where there is but One Elder, one o f the extreams 
can be hardly avoided. I f he Rule by himftlf w i t h o u t the 
pre'vious Advice i n fome Cafcs, as Vl^ell zsth^ f u b f c M co,[e»t 
o f the C h u r c h , i t hath an eye o f unwarrantable Prelacy m î̂ ^^ 
I f every t h i n g be to be Or ig ina l ly T r a n l a a c d , D i f p o l e d , Or
dered [)y the whole Society, the Authority of the Elder WiU 
qu ick ly be in f ign i f ican t , and he w i l l be l i t t le more in point o t 
Ru le , than any other Brother o f tl ie Society. But all tliele I n -
conveniencies arc prevented by the fixing of Eldtrs m each 
Church , w h i c h may maintain the A u t h o r i t y of die Presbytery, 
and free the Church f r o m the Defpotical Rule o f any Diotrtphes. 
But i n cafe there be but one i n any C h u r c h , unlefs he have 
- T 2 y i f d o m 
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W i T d o m t o maintain tUe A u t h o r i t y o f the ElderJhJp 
Pcrfon and A d i n g s , there is no Rule but C o n f u h o n . 

r T H E nature o f the W o r k whereunto they are called 
requires, that i n every Church conf i l t ing m any confidcrable 
number o f Members, there ( l iould be ^wre Elders than One. 
W h e n God firll appointed Rtde i n the Church under the Q i ^ 
Tef tament , he affigned unto zvexv Ten Per Jons or tarntU 
t d M Rider, Deut. i . i 5. For the Elders are to take care 
o f t l ie Walk or C o n v e r f i t i o n o f a l l the Members o f the Church , 
that i t be according un to the Rule o f t l i e G o f p e l . I l u s Rule 
is eminent as unto the holinefs that i t ^•<^q"^^-'l^;f . ^ ^ j ^ ^ / ^^l^er 
Rules o f moral Converfat ion whatever. A n d tl ieie is m all 
the Members o f the Church great Accuracy and C i r c u m f p e f t i o n 
required .in their w a l k i n g after i t and according unto i t . Xhe 
Ord r alfo and Decency w h i c h is required i n al l Church-AfTem-
blies, ftands i n need o f exad care and i n f p e d i o n . T h a t all 
theic things can be attended unto, and difcharged m a due 
manner i n any Church by One Elder, is for t hem only to f u p . 
pole w h o k n o w no th ing o f them. A n d , al though there may 
be an appearance for a feafon o f a l l thefe things i n fuch Churches, 
yet there being not therein a due compliance w i t h the W i f d o m 
and I n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , they have no prelent Beauty, nor 
w i l l be o f any long continuance. 

T H E S E confiderations, as alfo thofe that f o l l o w , may feem 
kiime and contemptible unto f u c h as have another f rame of 
Church-Rule and Order d r a w n i n their M i n d s and Interefts. 
A Government vefted i n fome f e w Perfons, w i t h T i t les o f Pre-
heminence and Legal Power, exercifed i n Courts w i t h Co
ercive J u r i f d i f t i o n , by the Methods and Proceifesof Canons Q{ 
their o w n f r a m i n g , is that w h i c h they fuppofe do th better 
become the Grandeur o f Church-Rulers , and the State o f the 
C h u r c h , than thefe Creeping Elders w i t h their Congregations, 
But , whereas our prefent enquiry after thefe things, is only 
i n and out o f the Scripture, where in there is neither f l iadow 
nor appearance o f any o f thefe pra^ices, I beg their pardon 
i f at prefent I confidcr them not . 

to - W E 
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l o . W E fha l l n o w make App l i ca t ion o f thefe things unto 
our prefent purpofe. I fay then, ( i . ) Whereas there is a fVork 
of Rule i n the Church , d i f t i n d f r o m that o f P^/^r^/Fee^^//?^. 
( 2 . ) Whereas this W o r k is to be attended unto w i t h diligence, 
w h i c h includes the who le D u t y o f h i m that attends unto i t . 
A n d , ( 5 . ) T h a t the Minifiry of the Word and Prayer, w i t h a l l 
thole Duties that accompany i t , is a full Employment f o r any 
M a n , and lb conlequently his pr incipal and proper W o r k , 
w h i c h i t is u n l a w f u l fo r h i m to be remifs i n by at tending o n 
another w i t h Diligence. A n d , < 4 . ) Whereas there ought to be 
many Elders i n every C h u r c h , that both the W o r k s o f Teaching 
and Ruling may be conf tant ly attended unto. ( 5 . ) T h a t i n the 
W i f d o m o f the H o l y G h o f t , diflinEi Works did require dijli/t^ 
Offices fo r their d i fcharge ; all w h i c h w e have proved already • 
our enquiry hereon is. Whether the fame Holy Spirit, hath not 
dtjlinguijhed this Office of Elders into thofe two forts, namely, 
thofe who are called unto Teaching and Rule alfo; and thofe who 
are called unto Rule only, \vhid\WQ, Af^rm. 

T H E Tejlimonies whereby the T r u t h o f this A f f e r t i o n is 
confi rmed, are generally k n o w n and pleaded ; I fltall i n f i f t on 
iome o f them on ly , beginning w i t h that w h i c h is o f uncon-
troulahle evidence, i f i t had any thin^; to coiifl i£l w i t h a l 
t>ut prejudices and i n t e r e f t ; and this is i Tim. ' 7 

ov ?\<j'ycp ^ S\ibi.a'>[ct.7\lct. UQfiii~nfM or •arepj;r'-/<a<, is Pr^fum, 
^^rajidio ; to Prefide, to Rule . Pr^fident probati Seniores.Tertull. 
A n d the' Bifhop or Pa}or i n Jufiin Martyr, is 0 -Tre^^^. So is 
the W o r d conf tant ly ufed i n the N e w l e f t a m e n t , Rom. 12. » . 
o 7repio-T«:,a,.©., thdt Ruleth; 1 Thejj. i z . -nyomi^m^v^y 
that are over thent, that is, in- pUce of Rule, 1 Tim. 3. 4 , 
I t is applied unto Family Rule and Government, as i t is al io 
unto care and diligence about good W o r k s , T^'^-.f' . 
n^^alcc is the whole Prefidency i n the Church , w i t h re ipe t t 
un to its Ru le . Tranf la tors agree i n the reading ot thele 
Words , fo t\\e Hebrew of Munpr, jn37 •njQ^Q-^WN n i y n -
The Eldtrs of the Congregation who well difcharge their Rule or 
Condua. So the Synacki'C'^'i^^^^'^'^?^ Thofe Elders, ^ i bene 

prtefunt 

file:///vhid/WQ
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prafiiMt Presbyteri; VuL Lat. Seniori che Governano bene ; Jt^i 
A l l agree that i t is the Governours and the Govemmtnt o f tj^g 
Church i n general that is here intended. MaAj.-w is the W o r d 
m o f t controverted. A H Tranf la tors efteem i t difiin&ive, J^^b 
n ^ y i , Emtnenth;Syr.r-i\ii-\'n\ Chiefy, Principally; Maxtme 
o\ m ^ e i , O ' y j n ^ h o labour painfully, labour to wearinels: 
t ravai l i n the W o r d and D o f t r i n e . 

f H E Elders or Presbyters in Office^ Elders 0/^/^e CWi-/y that 
R u l e v>/dLor difcharge their freftdency for Rule in due manner. 
arc w o r t h y , or ought to be reputed worthy ot double honour ; 
efpecially thofe w h o labour, or are wgaged in the 
great labour md travail of the W o r d and D o t t r m e . 

A N D fome things may be obferved i n general concerning 
thele words . ,. ^ , 

1. T H I S T e f t i m o n y relates d i r c a i y unto the Rules And 
principles before laid d o w n , d i rec t ing unto the prat l ice o f them. 
Accord ing to the Analogy o f thelc Principles, thefe Words are 
to be interpreted. A n d unlefs they are o v e r t h r o w n , i t is to no 
purpole to put i n exceptions againi l the fence o f this or that 
W o r d ; the Interpretat ion o f them is to be fu i t ed unto t h e ^ ^ ^ , 
logy o f the things w h i c h they relate unto. I f w e confider 
not wha t is fpoken here i n confent w i t h other Scriptures treating 
o f the fame matter, w e depart f r o m all fbber Rules o f In t e r 
pretation. 

2. OiM this fuppof i t ion , the Words o f the T e x t have a pUin 
and obvious fignifcation, w h i c h at f i r f t v i e w pi'elents i t i e l f unto 
the common fence and underf tanding o f all M e n , A n d where 
there is no th ing contrary unto any other D i v i n e T e f t i m o n y , or 
Ev iden t Reafbn , fuch a fence, is conf tant ly to be embraced 
There is no th ing here o f any' Spiri tual M y f f c r y ; but only ' 
diredlion concerning outward Order i n the C h u r c l i . I n f y p f 
cafes the literal feme o f the Words rat ionally apprehended is all 
that w e arc concerned i n . But on the firlt P r o p o f i l o f th 
T e x t , T h a t the Elders that Rule well, are worthy of double honour 
efpecially thofe who labour in the Word and D^Sirine \ a rational 

—^ _ . ^ 
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M a n w h o is unprejudiced, w h o never heard o f the C o n t r o v e r f y 
about Ruling Elders, can hardly avoid an Apprehenf ion tha t 
there are tm fort of Elders, fome that labour i n the W o r d and 
D o £ t r i n e , and fome w h o do not fo do. T h e T r u t h is, i t was 
In te re f t and Prejudice that firil caufed fbme learned Men t o 
ftrain their w i t s to find out evafions f r o m the evidence o f this 
T e f t i m o n y : Being fb found out , fome others o f meaner Abi l i t i e s 
have been entangled by them. For there is not one n e w A r g u 
ment advanced i n this caufe, not one exception given i n un to 
the fence of the place w h i c h w e plead fo r , but w h a t was long 
fince coined by Papifls and Prelatifis,^nd mannaged w i t h better 
Colours than fbme n o w are able to lay on t h e m , w h o pretend 
un to the fame judgment . 

3. T H I S is the fubftance o f the T r u t h i n the T e x t . The re 
are Elders in the Church ; there are or ought t o be f o i n every 
C h u r c h . W i t h thefe Elders the whole Rule of the Church is i n -
t ru f t ed J all thefe, and only they, do Ru le i n i t . O f thefe I 
Elders there 2i.vQ two Jorts, fo r a defer ipt ion is g iven o f one f o r t I 
difinffive f r o m the other, and comparative w i t h i t . T h e F i r f l 
f o r t doth Rule, and alfo labour in the Word and Do^rine. T h a t 
thefe Works arc d i f t i n d and diflperent was before declared. Ye t , 
as d i f t inO; Works , they are not incompatibIe,but are commit ted 
unto the fame Perfon. T h e y arc f b unto t h e m , w h o are not 
Elders only, but moreover Paftors or Teachers. U n t o Paftors 
and Teachers, as f u c h , there belongs no R u l e ; a l though, by 
the i n f t i t u t i o n o f C h r i f t , the R i g h t o f Ru le be indparable f r o m 
their Ofl ice For all that are r i g h t f u l l y called thereunto are 
Elders a l fo , w h i c h givcs them an In teref t i n Ru le . T h e y are 
Elders w i t h the A d d i t i o n o f Paftoral or Teaching A u t h o r i t y 
But there are Elders w h i c h are not Paftors or Teachers. For 
there are fome w h o Rule well, ht labour not in the Word ana. 
Do^rine; that is, w h o are not Paftors or Teachers. 

E L D E R S that Rule well, but labour not in the Word and Do^rine, 
are Ruling Elders only ; and fuch are i n the 1 ext. 

T H E m o f t learned o f our Proteflant Jdverfaries i n this cafe, 
arc Eraflus, Bilfon , Sarravia , Downham, Scultetus, Mead, 

Gro^fUfl. 
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about "the fence o f the W o r d s : For , 
I T H E I R whole defign and endeavour is to put in Exce 

ptions againft the obvious fence and interpretation of tl ie Words, 
not f i x i n g on any determinate expofi t ion o f i t t iemlelves, y^^^ 
as they w i l l abide by i n oppofi t ion unto any other fence o f the 
nkce N o w this is a m o f t (ophifiical way of arguing upon T e 
Simonies, and fu i ted only to make Controverlics endlefs 
W h o f e W i t is fo barren, as not to be able to raiic one exception 
or other againft the plaineft and m o l t evident l e famony? 
the Sociniam deal w i t h us, i n all the f e f t imon ies we produce 
to prove the Detty or Satisfaaion o f C h r i i t . 1 hey fuppofg 
enough to evade their force, i f they can but pretend that the 
Words arc capable of another fence ; a l though they w i l l not abidi 

by i t , that this or that is their fence. For i f they Would 
do fo , when that is ove r th rown the T r u t l i w o u l d be eftabliQiej^ 
But every T e f t i m o n y o f the Scripture hath one determinate 

fence. W h e n this is contended about, i t is equal that thofe at 
difference do exprefs their Apprelienfions o f the m i n d 
o f the H o l y Spir i t i n the W o r d w h i c h they w i l l abide by. 
W h e n this is done, let i t be examined and t r ied , whether o f the 
tivo fences pretended unto, doth be l l cotnply w i t h the (igniftcation 
and ufe o f the Words, t l ie context or fcope o f the place, other 
Scripture Teftimonies, and the Analogy o f Fa i th . N o fuch Rule 
is attended unto i n this cafe by our Adverfaries. T h e y th ink 
i t enough to oppofc our fence o f the Words , but w i l l not fix 
upon any o f their o w n , w h i c h i f i t be d i lproved, ours ouwht 
to take place. A n d hence, 

2. T H E Y do not i n the leaft agree among thrmfe'ves, fcaro„ 
any Two of them, on w h a t is t l ic mofl prohafde fence o f the 
Words , nor are any o f them fingly, w e l l relolved w h a t Appl i , 
cation to make o f t hem, nor unto w h a t perfons; but onlv 
propofe things as t l ie i r con je£ tu re . But o f very many opinions 
or conjeftures that are advanced i n this cafe, a l l o f them but o f 
one, are accompanied w i t h the modei ty o f gran t ing that ^^/'j.erj 
forts of Elders^ are hers intended, w h i c h , w i t h o u t ^more tha ^ 
ordinary confidence, cannot be denied ; Bu t , ^ 

^ ^ S O M E 
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S O M E by Elders that Rule well, do underf tand Bijhops that 
are Diocefans j and by thote that labour in the Word and Do-

' Brine, ordhiary Preaching Presbyters ; w h i c h p la in ly gives 
t h e m the advantage o f Preheminencc, Reverence and M a i n t e 
Jiance above the other. 

S O M E by Elders that Rule well, underf tand ordinary Bifhops 
and Presbyters ; and by thofe that labour in the Word and Do-
£irine, Evangelifis; f b ca r ry ing the T e x t out o f the prefenc 
concernment o f the C h u r c h , Deacons are efteemed by fome to 
have an In te re f t i n the Ru le o f the C h u r c h , and fo to be i n 
tended i n the firft p lace ; and Preaching Minijlers i n the 
latter. 

S O M E fpeak o f V^o forts of Elders, bo th o f the fame Order, 
or M i n i f t e r s ; fome that Preach the W o r d and A d m i n i f t e r the 
Sacraments ; and others that are I m p l o y e d about inferior Offices, 
as Reading, and the l ike , w h i c h is the conceit o f Scultetus. 

M r . M £ D £ weighs m o f t o f thefe conjectures, and at l ength 
I prefers one o f his o w n before them a l i ; namely, that by Elders 
that Ru le w e l l , Civil Magiftrates are intended *, and by thoie 
that labour in the Word and Doctrine, the Minifiers of the Goffel. 

, B U T fome di fcerning the weaknefs and improbabi l i ty o f a l l 
, thele C o n j e d u r e s ; and h o w eafily they may be d i fproved , be-
; take themfelves unto a d i r e f t denial o f that w h i c h feems to be 
i p lainly afferted i n the T e x t ; namely, that there are t w o forts 
i o f Elders here intended and defcribed, w h i c h they countenance 
i themfelves i n , by exception unto the application o f fome Terms 
Un the T e x t , w h i c h we fha l l immediately confider. _ 
' GROTIVS, as was before in t imated, Difputes agamft the 
:r>ivine i n f t i t u t i o n o f fuch Temporary L . ; ' - £ / ^ e . . as a i ^ made 
; i i f e o f w fundry o f the Reformed Churches. But w h e n he hatft 
jdone, he af f i rms, T h a t i t is h igh ly necelTary that fuch con)""^^^^ 
Affociates i n Ru le f r o m among the.people, f l i ou ld be \ " X | 
C h u r c h ; w h i c h he proves by fund ry Arguments . . ^ " ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 
he w o u l d have either nominated by the Mag i f t r a t e , o i cholen 
by the People. , _ 

W H E R E F O R E , o m i t t i n g a l l contefts about the foremen-
jtioned conceits, or any other o f the l ike nature, I lha l l propole 

y Une 

S . 



Of the iCiiTg of the Church ; or, of Rulirtz E / ^ ^ T P T 

One Argument f r o m thefe Words , and vindicate i t f r o m the 
exceptions o f thofe o f the latter Ib r t . 

PREACHING Elder Sy although they Rule well, are not rvoy, 
thy of double Honour, unlefs they labour in the Word and 

BVT^there are Elders who Rule well that are worthy of double 
Honour, though they do not labour in the Word and DoCirine, 

THEREFORE, there are Elders that Rule well, who are j,ot 
Teaching or Preaching Elders, that is who are Ruling Elders only, 

T H E ProPofition is evident i n its own light f r o m the very 
Te rms o f i t . For to Preach, is to labour in the Word and D o , 
^rine: Preaching or Teach ing Elders, that do not labour i n 
the W o r d and DoStrine, are Preaching or Teaching Elders 
that do not Preach or Teach. A n d to fay that Preachers, 
w h o l e Off ice and D u t y is to Preach, are w o r t h y o f that double 
honour w h i c h is due on the account o f Preaching, though t h e ^ 
do not Preach, is uncouth and i r ra t ional . I t is contrary to t h e ' 
Scripture, and the L i g h t o f Na tu re , as i m p l y i n g a c o n t r a d i f l i o n , . 
tha t a M a n w h o l e Off ice i t is to Teach and Preach, f h o u l d be 
efteemed w o r t h y o f double honour on the account of his Offic(ij^^ 
w h o do th not as an Off icer Teach or Preach. 

T H E Apmption confifts upon the matter , i n the very 
Words o f the A p o f t l e . For he w h o fays. The Elders who Rule 
well, are worthy of double Honour, efpecially they who labour in the 
Word and Doctrine, f a i th there are, or may be Elders iv^o/{«/e 
well, who do not labour in the Word and Do£irine, that is, w h o 
are not obliged f b to do. 

T H E A r g u m e n t f r o m thefe Words may be o therwife 
f ramed, but this contains the p la in fence o f this T e f t i m o n y . 

S U N D R Y things are excepted unto this T e f t i m o n y and our 
Application o f i t . T h o f e w h i c h are o f any w e i g l i t conf i f t i n a 
conteft about T w o Words i n the T e x t , IAKI^^ and Ko^iSpy,; f^me 
place their confidence o f Evaf ion i n one of them, and feme i n 
another ; the A r g u m e n t f r o m both being inconfi t tent . I f that 
fence o f one o f thefe Words w h i c h is pleaded as a Re l i e f agginft 
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this T e f t i m o n y be embraced, that w h i c h unto the f^me pur-
pofe is pretended to be the fence o f the other, m u f t be r e j e a l 
ed. Such f h i f t s do th an oppof i t ion unto the T r u t h , pu t 
M e n to . 

I . S O M E fay that ^ ' A / ? K , efpecially, is no t DifimmvCy but 
Dejcriptive only ; that i s , i t do th not d i f t i n g u i i l i one f o r t 
o f Elders f r o m another ; but only defer ibes that f ingle fort o ' 
t hem by an a d j u n f t o f their O f t i c e , whereof the A p o f t l e 
Ipeaks. T h e meaning o f i t , they fay , is as much as, feewg 
l^at. T h e Elders that Ru le w e l l , are w o r t h y o f double 
h o n o u r ; feeing that they alfo labour; or efpecially confider ing 
that they Labour , &c. 

T H A r this is the fence o f the word, that i t is thus to be inter
preted, m u f t be proved f r o m the A u t h o r i t y o f Ancient Tran-

flat ions, or the ufe of it i n otJier places o f the N e w T e f t a m e n t , 
or f r o m \ts prtcife Signification and App l i ca t ion i n Other Au thors 
learned i n this Language ; or that i t is inforced f r o m the Con 
text, or Mat t e r treated of. 

B U T none o f thefe can be pretended. 
1. T H E rendr ing o f the w o r d i n old Tranfations w e have 

before confidered. T h e y agree i n maxime illi qui; w h i c h is 
dijlindiive. 

2 . T H E ufe o f i t in other places o f the N e w Tef t amen t is 
conf tant ly dijiincii've, whether applied to Things or Perfons, 
AC1.7.0. T^g. oS'ujuoii^joi, A'^A/^-o. '^n Tsj ^oya. Sorrowing chiefly 
at the rvord, o f feeing his face no more. T h e i r forrow herein 
was dtflinci f r o m all their other trouble. Gal. 6. l o . Let as 
do good unto all; /u^^Aic^cc U -vxz^i T«S iixcmiri^w, but chiefly, 
efpccially, unto the houjljould of Faith. I t puts a diBtn6fiOfP 
between the houjhold of Faith and a l l others, by vir tue o t 
their efpccial privi lege ; w l i i c h is the d i r e d ufe o f the w o r d 
i n that place o f the" fame A p o f t l e , Phil. 4. 22 . JU the Saints 
falute you ; /t̂ '̂A/cpao ol ^ Kaic^rp'^ owou, ejpecially they that 
are of C-ejar's Houfe. T w o forts o f Saints are plainly expref-
f e d ; firft f i i ch as were fo i n genera l ; fuch as were f b alfo, but 
under this efpecial Privilege and Circumftance, that tb.ey were 
o f G^fars Houfe, w h i c h the others were n o t ; as ic is here 
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w i t h r e fpea unto Elders: A l l Ru le w e l l , but fome m o r e o v ^ 
labour in the W o r d and DoStrine, i Tim. 5 .8 . cUiTKr^^i^{^^' 
^ /<pAiTa oixeim a 'me^voci' I f a mm provide not for 
oivn, efpecial thofe of his ownHo'tfe', efpecially Chi ld ren or Ser~ 
vants, w h i c h l ive i n his o w n Hou le , and are thereby d i f t i n , 
gu i fhed f r o m others o f a more remote Rela t ion. 2 Tim. 4^ 
J 3. Bring the Books; }Ad^ir°^ TCOS /^la^e^^Vs, efpccially t f f ^ 
Parchments; not bccaufe they are Parchments; but among 
the Books, the Parchments in particular, and in an cfpccial man, 
ner. 2 Pet. 2. 9,. 10. The Lord knows how to ref^ve the Wicked 
to the Day of judgment to bepunijbed', /<5^A:e* d " y ^ ^ crap. 
mi &C ifpecial/y thofe that walk after the Flip ; w h o f l j a l l 
be fingled out to exemplary Puni l l iment . I t is but once morel 
ufed in the N e w T e f t a m e n t ; namely, A^.1.6. 5. where i t 
includes a d i f t i n f t i o n i n the t h i n g under confideration. 

W H E R E AS this is the conftant ufe of the word in the Scri., 
pture, ( b e i n g principal ly ufed by this A p o f l l e i n his W r i t i n g s ) 
where in i t is diftin£live and comparative o f the t i l ings and 
pcrfons, that rcfi>e£t is had unto •, i t is to no purpofe to pre, 
tend that i t is here ufed in. another fence, or is o therwife ap
p l i e d ; unlels they can prove f r o m the Context that there is 
a neceffity o f their peculiar Interpretat ion o f i t . 

J . T H E ufe o f the w o r d , i n other Authors , is concurrent 
w i t h tha t o f i t i n the Scripture, Herodian. Lib. 2. (piAiofJoi ^ ; 
(pva-a avp:ii, /jJ-AfTcc Q 'Av^ioxactv '.^.'miy.S'v'ei, The Syrians ar^ 
naturally lovers of Feftivals ; efpecially they that dwell at A n t i r i 
ech. I t is the fame phrale o f Speech w i t h that here ufed I 
F o r all they that d w e l t at Jntioch Syrians; but all th(3 
Syrians d w e l t not at Antioch. There is a diflinciion. and di^ 
(iribution made o f the Syrians i n to t w o f o r t s : Such as were 
Syrians on ly , and fach as being Syrians^ d w e l t at Antioch the 
Metropolis o f the Country . , I f a M a n . f h o u l d fay, that a l l 
E n g l i l h M e n were Stout and Couragious, efpecially the Lon
doners'., he w o u l d both a f f i r m the Londoners to Lnplifh 
men, and d i f t i n g u i f h t hem f r o m the re f t o f their C o u m r v J 
m e n . So, all that labour in the Word, and Doctrine are 
JElders.j but all Elders do not labour i n the W o r d and' DOT 
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Q:rine, nor is i t their D u t y fo to d o ; theie w e call Kul'wg El
ders ; and, as I judge, r i g h t l y . 

4 . T H E fence w h i c h the words w i l l give being f b inter
preted, as that a difiin^ion of Elders is not made i n them, is 
['abfurd ; the fubjecl and predieate o f the Propof i t ion being terms 
'convertible ; i t m u f t be f b , i f the Propoi i t ion be not a l low
ed to have a D i f t i n d i o n i n i t . One f o r t o f Elders on ly , i t is 
fa id are here intended. I ask w h o they are, and o f w h a t f o r t ? 

j i t is fa id , the fame w i t h Pafors and Teachers, or Minijlers of 
[the Gofpel. For i f the one ib r t o f Elders intended, be o f a,no-
I tber ib r t , w e obtain wha t w e plead fo r , as f u l l y as i f t w o forts 
were a l lowed. W h o then are thefe Elders, thefe Paftors and 
Teachers, thele M i n i f t e r s o f the Church ? Are they not t l iofe 
w h o labour in the Word and Do^rine ? Yes, i t w i l l be f a id , 
i t is they and no other. T h e n this is the fence o f the w o r d s ; 

j T h o f e w h o labour i n the W o r d and D o d r i n e , that Ru le w e l l , 
are w o r t h y o f double honour, efpecially i f they labour i n the 
W o r d and D o £ t r i n e . ' For i f there be but one fori; o f E lde r s ; 
then Elders, and t l iofe that labour i n the W o r d and D o a r i n e , 
are terms convertible. Bu t Elders, and labour i n the W o r d 
and D o f l r i n e , are fubje^l and predicate i n this Propofi t ion. 

W H E R E F O R E , there are f e w o f any Learn ing or Judg 
ment, that m a k e u f e o f this E v a f i o n ; bu t a l l o w i n g a 
Bion to be made, they fay . T h a t i t is as to Work and hmploj.-
f»ent, and not as unto Office. T h o f e w h o i n t l ie difcliarge ot 
their Oft ice as Elders do fo labour as is, intended and included 
i n the w o r d x o W . ^ ^ s w h i c h denotes-a peculiar 
m the M i n i f t r y : Yea, fay Ibme, ^Ins w o r d denotes the Ŵ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
o f an E V ^ , J M , w h o was not confined unto any one place 
bu t travelled 4 \ n d d o w n the W o r l d to Preach the^<^; | e l 
A n d thofe o f this m i n d do a l l o w . T h a t tm forts of ElMrs^ 
are intended in the Words . Le t us fee whether they Have any 
better fuccels i n this their Conjeciure, than, the others nave l a 
the former A n f w e r . . , r 1 r ' r 

I . I G R A N T , T h a t ^ ^ a . , the w o r d here ufed, fignifies 
to Labour with Pains and Diligence, ad ulttmum vtriiim,. uj-
que ad fatigattonem ; un to the u t m o f t o f Mens Strength, and 
•itoto Wearinefs. But,. ^' 
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2. SO to labour i n the W o r d and D o d r i n e , is the Duty 
all Pa/tors and Teachers; and w h o ever doth not fo lahouK 
is negligent i n his Off ice , and w o r t h y o f Jevere Blame, 
l lead o f double Honour . For , 

I . K-OTT©- whence is : y W w , is the Labour qf a Mimfier . 
a n d f o o f any M i u i f t e r i n his W o r k o f Teaching and Preach! 
i n g the Gofpel , i Cor. 3. 8. e W © ' 5 ^ '^^'"^ f^-^" 
k-iS^ou ^mv, Every one ( t h a t is every one employed m the 
M i n i f t r y , whether to Plant or to Water ; to Conver t M e n , or 
to Edi f ie the C h u r c h ) fliall receive his own Reward, according 
to his own Labour. H e that doth r o t ftrive n^<>^u, in the M i , 
i i i f t r y , f ha l l never receive a R e w a r d , >a;> r .̂ Tzo. ns>^v ac
cording t o his o w n L a b o u r ; and fo is nat worthy of double 

Honour^ is a general w o r d ufed to exprefs the work of any, 
m t h e Service o f G o d ; whereon i t is applied unto the Pro 
phets and Teachers under the O l d T e l f a m e n t , Joh. 4 . 38 
I fent you to Reap that whereon yoti bejtoived no Labour ; 0,^01 
vj^oL^g.ai >tj vfJiBi di r '4^v ^-P^ CJS^AHAO.SIXTE , others have 
laboured, and you have entered into their Labours: T h a t is o f 
the Prophets and "John the Baftifl. Yea, i t is lo unto t^e L a , 
hour that Women may take i n the fe rv ing o f the C imrc i , LUnt, 

y c- t. ... i\/f P-Mr.mrr.a^. who ~ lavourcd mUrll' 

V e r f i " .̂ Salute the beloved Perfts, r.ns 'nxM.a, cvomccoiv OP iweJia, 
who laboured much in the Lord. So w i d e f r o m T r u t h is i t , that, 
this w o r d Ihould l lgni f ie a Labour peculiar to fome forts o f 
M i n i f t e r s , w h i c h all are not i n common obliged unto . 

3. I F the labour o f Evangelifts, or o f them w h o travelled 
up and d o w n to Pi-eacli the W o r d be intended, then i t is fp^ 
either becauie this is t\\(i prop: r figmf cation of the word, or be-
caufe i t is confiantly uftd ellewhere to exprels tha t k ind o f 
Labour. But the contrary unto both o f thefe is evident f r o m 
al l places where in i t is ulcd. So is i t exprelly applied to fixed 
Elders, I Theff.^.i2. We exhort you, Brethren, to know, ras , (0^ , 
Mv^siv vfllv, them that labour among you; w h o arc the Rulers and 
i n f f r u d e r s . 1^ I T 
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I T is therefore evident, that this W o r d exprelleth no more 
but w h a t is the ordinary Indifpenfahle Duty o f every T e a c h i n g 
Elder , Paftor or M i n i f t e r . A n d i f i t be i b , then thofe Elders, 
tha t is Paflors or Teachers, that do not pe r fo rm and difcharge 
i t , are not w o r t h y o f double Honour . N o r w o u l d the A p o f t l c 
g ive any countenance unto them, w h o were any w a y remifs 
or negligent, i n c o m p a r i f o n o f others, i n the difcharge o f their 
D u t y ; fee i T k j f . 12. 

T H E R E are therefore Trvo forts of Duties confefTedly here 
mentioned and commanded ; the F i r l l is Ruling mil, t l ie other 
Labouring in the Word and Doctrine. Suppofe that both thele, 
R u l i n g , and Teach ing , are commit ted to one fort of Perfons 
only, hav ing one and the fame Off ice abfblute ly , then are f b m e 
commended w h o do not difcharge their w h o l e D u t y , at Icalt 
not comparatively unto othtrs ; w h i c h is a va in imag ina t ion . 
T h a t both o f them are commi t ted un to one f o r t o f Elders, and 
one o f them only un to another , each d i fcharg ing its D u t y 
w i t h r e f p e a unto its W o r k , and ib bo th worthy of Honour, is 
the m i n d o f the A p o f l l e . 

T H A T w h i c h is objeded f r o m the f o l l o w i n g verfe, namely , 
that maintenance belongs unto this double H o n o u r , and f o , 
confequently, that i f there be Elders that are employed i n the 
Work of Rule only, that maintenance is due un to them f r o m t f i e 
C h u r c h ; I an fwer . I t is fo no d o u b t ; i f , ( i . ) T h e Church be 
able to make them an Al lowance . ( 2 . ) I f their W o r k be f u c l i 
as to take up the whole or the greatefi part of their induftry ; and , 
( B O I f they (landinneed o f i t : W i t h o u t w h i c h Confiderat ions, 
i t may be difpenfed w i t h a l ; not only i n t hem, but m T e a c h -
m g Elders a l fb . 

O U R next T e f t 
6, 

t imony is f r o m the fame A p o f t l e , Rom. 12. 

8. HAVING then Gifts differing according unto the Grace 
>en unto us, whether Prophecy, let us Prophefy ^ ' ' f f ' ^ ' f ^^^^^ 

proportion of Faith ; or Mmi flry, let us wait on our Mmijtry ; or 
he that Teacheth on Teaching ; or he that Exhorts on Exhortation,, 
he that giveth let him do it with fmpli<^ity, he that Ruleth with 
diligence, he that [heweth mercy with cheerfulnrfs. Q\JK 



0\JR A r g u m e n t f r o m hence is t h i s ; There is i n t h e Q n J J ^ 
0 yrpo'i'^jA^©^ one that Rukth ; 'vs-fo'hfM is to Rule with Authority 
hy virtue of Office, whence is irpii^xi, and Trpot^dj^j©.^ one that 
Prefides over others w i t h A u t h o r i t y . For the dilcharge o f their 
Of f i ce , there is ^e^ojxcc ^dcpo^ov, a differing peculiar Gift be-
flowed on fbme ; «;^oms ^ ^ e ^ V " ^ * S\ci'^oe^, ver. 7. and there is 
the effecial wanner prelcribed for the difcharge o f this efpccial 
Off ice , by vir tue o f that efpecial G i f t ; CA> ajyi^,\x.\^ to be done 
w i t h pecuUar diligence. A n d this Ruler is d i l f ingui f l i ed f r o ^ 
h i m that Exhorteth, and h i m thztTeacheth, w i t h whofc efpecial 
W o r k , as fuch , he hath noth ing to d o ; even as they are d i -
ftinguiflied f r o m thole who give and fjew mercy. 1 hat is, 
there is an Elder by Off ice i n tl ie Church , whole W o r k and 
D u t y i t is to Rule, not to Exhort ot Teach iMin i f t e r i a l ly , w h i c h 
is our Ruling Elder. • 

I T is A n f w e r e d , that the A p o f t l e doth not treat i n this 
place o f Offices, Fun^ions, or dijtinfi Officers ; but o f differing 
Gifts, i n all the Members o f the C h u r c h , w h i c h they are to 
exercile according as their different nature do th require. 

S U N D R Y things I fha l l re turn hereunto, w h i c h w i l l both 
explain the Context , and vindicate our Argumen t . 

1 . T H O S E w i t h w h o m w e have to do pr inc ipal ly , allow-
no cxercife o f Spiritual Gifts i n the Church , but by vir tue o f 
Office. Wherefore , a d i f t inO: exercife o f them is here placed 
i n d i f t i n d Off icers ; one, as w e f h a l l lee, being exprefly d i -
ftinguifhed f r o m another. 

2. G I V E fuch a probable enumeration o f t l ie difli»£f Offices 
i n the Church ,wh ich they afrert,namely,of^yc/;-B//Z'o;>j-, Bi/hops 
Presbyters, and Chancellors, Sec. and w e l l i . iU yield the caule. ' 

5. GIFTS alone do no more, give no other War ran ty nor A u 
thor i ty , but only render Men meet fo r their exercife, as they 
are called, and as occafion doth require. I f a M a n h.ith re
ceived a Gift of Teaching, but is not called to Off ice , he is not 
obliged nor warranted thereby, to attend on publick Tesichin'r 
Inor ' i s i t required o f h i m i n a w a y of D u t y , nor given f n 
'chsrge unto h i m , as here i t is. 
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4 . T H E R E is iff One, R u l e required w i t h diligence. H e is 
0 •jB-paljrop^^©., a Ruler ; and i t is required o f h i m that he at tend 
unto his W o r k w i t h diligence. A n d there are but t w o th ings 
required unto the conf i rmat ion o f our Thtfis, ( i . ) T h a t this 
R u l e is an AQc of Office-Power. (.2.) T h a t he un to w h o m 
i t is afcribed, is dijlinguifhed from them unto w h o m the PA 
fiord and other Offices i n the Church are commit ted . 

F O R the F i r f l , i t is evident that Rule is An A£i of Office or of 
Of f i c e -Power : F o r i t requires, ( i . ) A n t^'^tzial Relation-, 
there is f o between h i m that R u l e t h , and them that are 
Ru led ; and this is the Relation of Office, or all confuf ion w i l l 
enfue. ( 2 . ) Efpecia l Prelation. H e that Rules, is over, is above 
them that are Ruled ; Obey them that are over you in the Lord: 
T h i s i n the C h u r c h cannot be i n any, but by v i r tue o f Of f i ce . 
( 3 . ) Efpecial Authority. A l l l a w f u l Rule is an AO: o f Autho< 
r i t y ; and there is no A u t h o r i t y i n the C h u r c h , but by vir tue of 
Of f ice . Secondly, T l i a t this Off icer is d i i ^ i n d f r o m all others 
i n the C h u r c h , w e f h a l l immediately demonftrate, w h e n 
w e have a l i t t l e fu r the r cleared the Context- Wherefore , 

5. I T is confeffed that r e f p e d is had unto G / / f j ; h a v m g 
different Gifts, ver. 6, 7. As a l l Off ice-Power i n the Church is 
founded i n t hem, Ephef 4 . 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 1 2 . But Gi f t s , abfolutely 
w i t h reference unto common ufe , are not mtended, as ^nlomQ 
Other places. But they are fpoken o f w i t h re fpe t t unto Ojfices 
or Funeiions, and the communicat ion o f them unto Offiic^rs, tor 
the difcharge o f their Office. T h i s is evident f r o m the T e x t and 
Context , w i t h the w h o l e def ign o f the place : f ? ^ * ^ 

X. T H E Analyfis o f the place d i reds ""^o this to^^^^^^^^^ 
t i on . Three forts o f Duties are P ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J T ° ^ a S u ê ^̂  
this Chapter, ( i . ; Such as are W z / c r M belonging abfolu^^^^^^ 
un to a l l , and every one that appertains unto i t ; w l n c n arc 
dared ver. 1 . 2. ( 2 . ) Such as are peculiar unto tome, by virtue OE 
that efpecial place w h i c h they have i n the Church , ^ f ^ - 3> 4 j 5> 
6, 7, 8^ T h i s can be no thh ig but Off ice ( ? • ) Such as are 
ge;?er../or common, w i t h r e f p e d unto occafions, t r o m ^ e r . t o 
the end o f the Chapter. Hence the fanie D u t y is doubly pre- | 
' i : r i b e d : to fome i n w a y o f efpecial O f f i c e , t o others m the i 
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w a v o f a Gracious D u t y i n general. Soheve He thatgi^, 
let him do it mth fmplicity, Ver f . 8. is the fame I ) u t y 
W o r k for the fubftance o f i t , w i t h Dijlnbuttng unto the necef, 
2y of the Saints, Ve r f . i ^ A n d the Apof t l e do th not repeat 

^his Charge o f the fame D u t y i n lo f e w words , as required ia 
the f Z f manner, and o f t l ie fame ferfons But i n the firft 

fpeaks o f the manner o f its Performance, by vir tue 
a f o m - , and i n the latter o f its difcharge as to the Subftance 
o f i t ; as a Grace i n all Believers. T h e Def ign o f the ApolHe 
lies plain i n the Analyfts o f this Di fcourfe . 

2 T H E Context makes the fame T r u t h evident. For , 
T H E whole ordinary Publick work of the Lhurch, is d i -

ftributed in to 7rp.(p«Tfk, and ^-^v^cc; Prophecy and Miniftry, 
For the extraordinary Gift of Prophecy is not here intended ; 
but only that o f the Interpreta t ion of the Scripture, whofe 
Ru le is the Analogy of Faith ; «TF Tr^o^vilaccv, TTIV ccvccAoyisiv -f 

I t is fuch Prophecy as is to be regulated by the Scri. 
i t f e l f ; w h i c h gives the Proport ion o f Fa i th . A n d there 

IS not any t h i n g , i n any, or both o f thefe. Prophecy and Mi
ni firy, but i t belongs unto Office i n the Church . Ne i the r is 
there any t h i n g belonging unto Office i n the Church , but may 
be reduced unto one o f thefe, as they are all o f them here, by 
the A p o f t l e . 

2 . T H E Gi f t s fpoken of , are i n general, referred unto al l 
t h e m w h o are intended. N o w thefe are either the whole Church, 
and all the Members o f i t , or al l the Officers o f the C h u r c h 
o n l y . Hence i t is expreffed i n the Plural number, t-^g^ts 
e^o-^To., we having; that is, a l l w e that are concerned here 
i n . T h i s cannot be all of the Church; f o r all the Church 
have not received the Gifts of Prophecy and Miniflry. N o r 
can any d i l t i n f l i o n be made o f w h o do th receive them, and 
w h o do th not , but w i t h refpeO: unto Off ice . A n d therefore 

^. I N the D i f t r i b u t i o n w h i c h enfues o f Prophecy, in to Ex
horting and Teaching; and o f Miniflry in to Shewing, Mercy 
Rule, and Giving ; hav ing f tated thefe Gi f t s i n general, i n 
the Officers i n general, m a k i n g d i f t i n d Appl ica t ion o f them 
un to d i f t i n d O f f i c e r s , he fpeaks i n the Singular n u m b e r , 
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Of the Rule of the Church ; or, of Auling Elders. 

0 S^Sil'T-MJv, 0 'ro^)(9'-Aw)/, o TrpoiWf^©' . He that Teacheth, he that 
lExhorteth, he that Ruleth. 
1 6. I T is then evident that Offices are intended ; and i t is no 
lef t e v i d e n t , that diJlinSl Offices are f o , w h i c h was to be 
proved i n the Second place. For , ( i . ) The dijlrihutive Parti
cle eiTs, and the indicative Article u, prefixed unto each Off ice i n 

; particular, do f h e w them d i f t i n d , fo far as Words can do i t . 
A s by the Particle « T 5 , whether, they are d i f i i n g u i f l i e d i n their 
nature ; whether they be o f this or that k ind ; fo by the Arti. 
<^lc prefixed to each o f them i n exercife, they are dir t inguiOied 
i n their Sub}e£is. ( 2 . ) T h e Operations, W o r k , and Effe£ts 
afcribed unto thefe Gi f t s , require d i f t i n d Offices and Funclions 
i n their exercife. A n d i f the D i f l r i b u t i o n be made unto a l l 
p romifcuouf ly w i t h o u t r e f p e f t unto d i f t i n d Offices, i t were the 
on ly w a y to b r i n g in to the Church , whereas, mdeed 
here is an accurate Order i n all Chu rch A d m i n i f i r a t i o n s repre-

. fented to us. A n d i t is farther evident that d i f t i n d Offices 
I are intended, ( i . ) F r o m the compari lbn made unto the Mem-
\bers of the Body, ver. 4 . All the Members have not the fame Office ; 
\ the eye hath one, the ear hath another. ( 2 . ) Each of t h e D u t ^ s 
= mentioned and given i n charge, is fu f f i c i en t for a d i i f m d O i i i -
cer, as is declared ^i^?. 6. o A 

7. I N particular. He that Ruleth, is a d i f t i n d Officer . A n 
Off ice r , becaufe Rult is an A d o f Of f ice , or Office-Power. A n d 
he is exprefly d i f t i ngu i fhed f r o m all others. But , lay lome, 
he that RuletLis he that doth fb,be w h o he w i l l , t h a t is the Pafor 

rr. , rr-^^u-.r^r. V\APX- Rnt the contrarv is evident. or Teacher, the Teach ing Elder Bu t the contrary ^sjv ^^^^^ 
( I . ; H e that fays, He that Exhorteth ^^^^^^^^^ 
that Ruleth, hav ing d i f t i n g u i m e d before between i j ^ ^ e ^ ^ ^ 
whereunto Exhortation do?h b d o n g , and muftry whcKOt 
Rule is a p a r t ; s.nd o,e?,y^mgthQPrepofittve Indicative A^^^^ 
t o each o f them, do th as pla inly put a difference between them 
as can be done by Words . ( 2 . ) R'Ue is the principal W o k 0 
h i m that Rulcth. For he is to attend unto i t , u i I i 
Diligence, that is f uch as is peculiar unto Rule, ^ cont> adi-
ftindion unto w h a t is principally required i n other A d m i n i f t r a -
tions. Bu t Rule is not t l ie pr incipal W o r k o f the P^pr, rC' 
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qu i r ing conftant and continual attendance. For his Idour in 
IVord and Doarine, is ordinari ly i i i f i i c ien t for the u t tnof t o f h j^ 
Diligence and Abi l i t i e s . 

8. W E have therefore i n this Context the beautiful Order of 
things i n and o f the Church . A l l the Duties o f i t , w i t h 
r e f p e d unto its Edif icat ion, derived f r o m d i f t i n t t differing Spirit 
tual Gifts, exercifed i n and by diflinB Officers, un to t l i e i r pe. 
culiar ends. T h e d i f t i n f t i o n that is i n the nature o f thofe 
Gi f t s , their ufe and end being provided fo r i n d i f t i n d Subjefts. 
T h e m i n d of no One Man, at leaft ord inar i ly , is meet to be the 
feat and f u b j e d o f a l l thofe di ifer inff Gi f t s m a n y eminent de
gree ; the Perfon of no Man being fu f f i c i en t , meet, or able to 
exercife them i n a w a y o f Off ice towards the whole Church ; 
efpecially thofc w h o labour in the Word and DoSlrinc, being 
obliged to give themfelves w h o l l y thereunto , and thofe that 
Rule to attend thereto with diligence ; f b many d i f t i n d Works 
Duties and Operations, w i t h the Qualifications required i n their 
difcharge, being inconf i f ten t i n the fame S u b j e d ; a l l things are 
here d i f t r ibu ted in to their proper Order and Tendency, unto 
the Edi f ica t ion o f the C h u r c h . Every diftin5i Gift required to 
be exercifed i n a peculiar manner, unto the pub l ick Edif ica t ion 
o f the Church , is d i f t r ibu ted unto peculiar Officers, unto w h o m 
an efpecial W o r k is affigned to be difcharged by v i r tue o f the 
G i f t s received, unto the Edif icat ion o f the who le Body, jsjo 
M a n alive is able to fix on any t h i n g w h i c h is neceffary unto 
the Edification of the Church, that is no t contained i n thefe 
D i f t r i b u t i o n s , under fbme o f the Heads o f them. N o r can 
any M a n find out any t h i n g i n thefe Affignations o f d i f f i n d 
Duties unto d i f t i n d Offices, that is fuperfluous, redundant, oj-
n o t d i r e d l y neceffary unto the Edif icat ion o f the who le , w i t h 
all the Parts and Members o f i t ; nor do I k n o w any w i f e and 
fbber M a n w h o knows any t h i n g h o w the Duties enjoined are 
t o be performed, w i t h w h a t Care, Dil igence, C i r c u m f p e f t i o n 
Prayer and W i f d o m , fu i t ed unto the nature, ends and obieds 
o f them , can ever imagine that they can a l l o f them be-
long unto one and the fame Office, or be difcharged by one and 
the fame Peribn. 
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L E T M e n advance any other Church Order i n the r o o m of 
that here declared ; l b fu i t ed unto the principles o f N a t u r a l 
L i g h t , Operations and Duties o f diverfe natures, being d i f t r i 
buted and a l f jgned to fuch diftina Gifts ; a d e d i n d i f t i n d 
Offices, as renders thofe unto w h o m they are prefcribed meet 
and able fo r them ; f b correfpondent to all Inftitutions, Rules 
and Examples o f Church-Order i n other places o f Scripaire 
fo fui ted unto the Edif ica t ion o f the C h u r c h , where in n o t h i n g 
w h i c h is neceffary thereunto is omi t t ed , nor any t h i n g added 
above w h a t is neceffary ; and i t fha l l be cheerful ly embraced. 

T H E T r u t h is, the ground o f the di f ferent Interpretations 
and Applicat ions o f this Context o f the A p o f l l e , a r i fe th meer-
ly f r o m the prejudicate Apprehenfions, that M e n have con
cerning the State of the Church and its Rule. For i f the State 
o f i t be National ov Diocefan, if the Rule o f i t hthy Arbitrary 
Rules and Canons, f r o m an A u t h o r i t y exerting i t f e l f i n C(?»r^^ 
Ecclefiaflical, Lega l or I l l ega l , the Order o f things herede-
fcribcd by the ApofHe , doth no w a y belong, nor can be acconi-
modated thereunto. T o fuppofe that w e have a f u l l D e f c r i -
pt ion, and Account i n thefe Words o f all the Offices and Officers 
o f the Church , o f their D u t y and A u t h o r i t y , o f all they have 
to do, and the manner h o w they are to do i t , is altogether u n -
realbnable and fencelefs un to t hem, w h o have another Idea o f 
Church-Affa i r s and Ru le , conceived i n their M i n d s , or received 
by T r a d i t i o n , and riveted by In te re f t . A n d on the other hand ; 
thole who know little or nothing of w h a t belongs unto the af«c 
Edification of the Churchjhcyond Preaching the W o r d and reaping 
the Advantage that is obtained thereby, cannot fee any necefli ty 
o f the d i f t r i b u t i o n o f thefe feveral Works and Duties mto (tve-
ral Officers ; but fuppofe all may be done w e l l enough by One 
or T w o in the fame Of f i ce . Wherefore, i t w i l l be neceflary, 
that w e treat briefly o f the Nature of the Rule of the Church m 
particular, and w h a t is required thereunto, w h i c h fha l l be done 
i n the clofe o f this Di fcour fe . , • 

9. T H E Exceptions w h i c h are u fua l ly put m unto this T e -
i t i m o n y , have not the leaft countenance f r o m the T e x t or 
Context , nor the matter treated of , nor Conf i rma t ion f r o m 

any 

JLSLZ 



any other D i v i n e T e f t i m o n y . I t is therefore i n vain to con-, 
tend about t hem, being ftich as any M a n may m u l t i p l y at his 
pleafure on the l ike occafion ; and ufed by thole w h o on other ' 
Confiderations, are not w i l l i n g that thmgs f h o u l d be as they are! 
here declared to be by the A p o f t l e . Ye t w c may take a brief! 
Specimen o f them. Some fay i t is Gifts nhfolutely w i t h o u t re-1; 
foea: unto AifiinU Offices, that the A p o f t l e Treats o f ; w h i c h ' 
hath been d i fproved f r o m the Text and Context before.Some fay 
that Rule is included i n the Paftoral Office, fo as that the Paftor 
only is here intended. But , ( i . ) Rule is not his principal 
W o r k w h i c h he is to attend unto i n a peculiar manner w i t h 
diligence above other parts o f his D u t y . i^-)The care of the 
Poor of the Flock belongs alfo to the Paftoral Office, ytt is there 
another Office appointed to attend unto i t i n a peculiar manner,, 
Mi. 6. 0 - ) F[e that Rukth, is i n this place exprefly d i f t i n , |; 
Juifhed f r o m him that Exhorteth, and him that Teacheth. Some i 

J .y, that he that Ruleth, is he that Rukth his Family. Bu t this \ 
is d i fproved by the Analyfis o f the Cl iaptcr before declared. A n d ) 
this D u t y , w h i c h is c o m m o n unto all that have Families, and | 
confined unto their Families, is i l l placed among thofe fublick; 
Duties, w h i c h arc defigned unto the Edif ica t ion o f the who le 
•Church. I t is ob je£ tcd , that he that Ruleth, is here placed: 
after h i m that giveth, that is the Deacon ; I fay t l ien i t cannot I 
be the Paftor that is in tended; i f w e may prefcribe Methods 
o f exprelf tng h i m f e l f unto the A p o f t l e . Bu t he ule th his L i -
berty, and dot l i not oblige h i m f e l f unto any Order i n the annu^ 
merat ion o f the Offices o f the C h u r c h ; fee i Cor. n . 8, 9, l o 

.28. A n d fbme other Exceptions are i n f i f t ed on o f the fame 
nature and importance, w h i c h indeed defcrve not our con-
fideration. 

10. T H E R E is the fame Evidence g iven unto the T r u t h 
argued f o r , i n another T e f t i m o n y o f the lame A p o f t l e , i Cor. 
I I . 28. God hath fet fome in the Church, Firft Apoftles Se~ 
tondarily Prophets, Thirdly Teachers, after •'ihut Miracles, %he» 
Gifts of Healings, Hips, Governments, Diver fit ies of Tongues. 
I l l i a l l not i n f i f t on this Teftimony and its Vindica t ion i n par t i 
cular, feeing many things w o u l d be required thereunto, w h i c h 

have 
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\ have been Treated o f ah'eady. Some things may be br ie f ly 
oblerved concerning it- T h a t there is here an Annumera t i on of 
Officers and Offices i n the C h u r c h , bo th extraordinary fov that 
f ea lbn , and ordinary for continuance, is beyond exception. ; 
U n t o them is added, t l ie prefent exercile o f fbme extraordinary 
Gifts, as Miracles, Healing, Tongues. T h a t by Helps, the^ 
Deaxons o f the C h u r c h are intended, m o f t do agree, becaufe'i 
their Or ig ina l I n f l i t u t i o n vi'as as helpers i n the Af fa i r s o f the: 
C h u r c h . Governments, are Governours or Rulers, the AbflraB 
for the Concrete ; that is, f i i c h as are d i f t i n d f r o m Teachers ;j 
luch hath God placed in the Church, and f u c h there ought to be. 
^ U t i t is faid that Gifts, not Offices are intended ; the Gift of 

Govtrment, or G i f t fo r Government . I f f o , then thefe G i f t s 
are either ordinary or extraordinary; ordinary, h o w come 
they to be reckoned among Miracles, Healing, and Tongues ?| 
i f extraordinary, w h a t extraordinary Gifts for Government were 
then g iven d i l l i n d f r o m thofe o f the A p o f f les and w h a t i n -
flance is any where g iven o f them i n the Scripture ? A g a i n , I f 
G o d hath given Gifts for Government to 2:}oidQ\n the. Chm-ch, 
d i l f i n d f r o m thofe g iven unto Teachers, and unto other Perfons; 
than the Teachers, then is there a d i f t i n d Office of Rule or 
Government i n the C h u r c h , w h i c h is all w e plead f o r . 

I I . T H E Or ig ina l Order i n thele things is p la in i n the Scrl-
Ipture. T h e Apof t lcs had a l l Church-Power 2ind Church-Office 
I i n themfelves, w i t h A u t h o r i t y t o exercife a l l A d s o f them 
;everywhere on all occafions. But confider ing the nature o f the 
i Chu rch , w i t h that o f the Ru le appoinKd by the L o r d C h r i f t 
l i n i t or over i t ; they d id not , they w o u l d not ordmari ly exer-
cife their p o w k - b y \ h e m f e l v e s or f P^'^?"; 
A n d therefore, w h e n the F i r f t Chu rch confif ted o f a ima l l 
number, the Apoft les aded al l things i n i t , by the 'o^J'^^fthe 
ivhole Multitude or the Fraternity, &s we ^ ^ ^ ^ P ' ' ° r J r ' f c l . t 
the F i r f t . A n d w h e n tiie number o f Believers encreafed,lo as tnac 
the Apof t les themfelves could not i n their o w n Perions attena 
unto all the Duties that were to be performed towards the 
C h u r c h by vir tue o f Off ice , they added by the d i r e d i o n ot the 
H o l y G h o f t , the Off ice o f the Deacons, for the efpecial 
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difcharge o f the D u t y w h i c h the Cl iu rch o w e t h unto its poor 
Members. Whereas therefore i t is evident, that the Apoh;]^, 
could no more ferfomlly attend unto the Rule of the Chnnh 
w i t h a l l that belongs thereunto, w i t h o u t an entrenchment o i j 
that Ubour in the Word and Prayer, w h i c h was incumbent on 
the ra , than they could attend unto the Relief of the Poor 
they appointed Elders, to help and a l f i f l : i n that part o f Oi i ice! 
W o r k , as the Deacons d id i n the other. 

T H E S E Elders are firft mentioned, AEi-w.^o. where they 
are fpoken o f as thofe w h i c h were we l l k n o w n , and had now-
been o f fbme t ime i n the Church . Af t e rwards they are f f i j ] 
mentioned i n c o n j u n d i o n w i t h the Apoftles,and diflinflion f r o m 
the Church i t fe l f , J6ls i 5. 2, 4 , 6, 22. Chap. 16. 4 . Chap. 21 
I S . N o w the Jpofllcs themfelves were Teaching Elders, that is 
f i i c h as had the Work of Teaching and Rule committed tQth.Q,xxi 
J Pet. 5. I . ^ Joh. I . A n d thefe Elders are conf tan t ly d i f f i n ' 
gu i fhed f r o m t h e m ; w h i c h makes i t evident, that they were 
not Teaching Elders. A n d therefore i n all the ment ion that is 
made o f t h e m , the W o r k o f Teaching or Preaching is no 
where afcribed unto t h e m ; w h i c h at Jerufalem the Apoft les 
referved to tliemfelves, ML 6. 2, 3. but they are every where 
introduced as jo in ing w i t h the Apof t les i n the Rule o f the 
Church , and that i n diftin<9:ion f i o m the Church i t f e l f or th 
•Brethren o f i t . Yea, i t is altogether improbable, that w h i l f t 
the Apof t les were at 'Jerufalem, g i v i n g themfelves w h o l l y unto 
the Word and Prayer, that they fliould appoint i n the fame 
Church many more Teaching Elders ; though i t is pla in that the 
Elders intended were many. 

I S H A L L add fo r a clofe o f a l l , that there is n o f b r t o f 
Churches i n being but are o f this ferfrvafton, that there oucht 
to be Rulers i n the C h u r c h , that are not i n Sacred Orders ^ 
; bme call them ; or have no intereft i n the Paftoral or Minifl 
rial Office, as unto the di fpenfat ion o f the W o r d , and A d m i n " ! 
I ra t ion o f the Sacraments. For as the Government o f th^' 
Roman Church is i n the hands o f fuch Perfons i n a great mea^ 
fure , ib i n the Church of England, much o f the Ru le o f i t is 
managed by Chancellors, Officids, C&mmif[aries, and the l ike 
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Officers, w h o are a l j folute ly Lay-Men, and not at all i n the i • 
holy Orders. Some w o u l d place the Rule o f the C h u r c h i l l 
tne Ltvtl Magiftrate, w h o is the on ly Ruling Elder, as t h e | 
luppole. But the generality o f all Proteftant Churches t h r o u g h l 
out the W o r l d , bo th Lutherans and Reformed, do both i n t h e i l 
judgment and pradice aifert the neceffi ty o f the Ruling Elder} 
w h i c h w e plead fo r ; and their Off ice lies at the foundat ion o f 
^ h their Order and D i f c i p l i n e , w h i c h they cannot fo rgo with^ ' 
out extream c o n f u f i o n , yea, w i t h o u t the m i n e o f thci i i 
Churches. A n d a l though fbme among us, confidering par t i ] 
cular Churches only fmall Societies, may t h i n k there is n d 
need o f any fuch Office or Officers for Ru le i n them ; yet wherf 
f uch Churches c o n f i f l o f fome Thoufands, w i t h o u t any oppor
t u n i t y o f d i f t r i b u t i n g themfelves i n to feveral Congregations, aj 
at Char.cnton i n France, i t is a weak imagina t ion , that the Rule 
o f C h r i f l can be obferved in them by Trvo or Three Minifiers alone. 
Hence, i n the P r imi t i ve T imes w e have inflances o f Ten, 
Twenty, yea, Forty Elders i n a particular Church , where in 
they had r e f p e d unto the I n f t i t u t i o n under the O l d Tef t amenr , 
whereby each Ten Families were to have a peculiar Rule r . 
However , i t is certain that there is f uch a Refo rmat ion i n a l l 
forts o f Churches, that there ought to be fbme attcKding unto 
Rulcj that are not called to labour i n the W o r d and D o d r i n e . 

C H A R V I I L 

T^he Nature of Church-folity or Rule 

the Duty of Elders. 

mth 

A V I N G declared who are the Rulers of the Church, 
fometh ing m u f f be added concerning the Rule i t 
fe l f , w h i c h is to be exercifed therein. Hereof I have 

Treated before i n general : T h a t w h i c h I n o w def ign , is, 
»vhat i n particular refpeds them w h o are called unto Rule 
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only J whereunto fbme Confiderations m u f t be p r e m i l e j 
1. T H E R E is PoweryAuthority, and Rule granted untoanci 

ref iding i n fbme Perfbns o f the C h u r c h , and not i n the Bociy 
o f the Fraterni ty oi' C o m m u n i t y o f the People. H o w far t h ^ 
Government o f the Church may be denominated Democratical 
f r o m the ncceifary confenP of the people unto the pr incipal 
o f i t i n its exercife, I flaall not detertnine. But whereas this 
confi-nt, and the l iberty o f i t is ablblutely 'ncceffuY according 
to the L a w o f Obedience unto C h r i f t , w h i c h is prelcribed unto 
the Church , requir ing that all they do i n compliance the rewi th 
be voluntary; as unto the manner o f its excrcile_, being i n duti, 
ful compliance w i t h the guidance o f die Ru le , i t changeth not 
fthe State o f the Government. A n d therefore, where any thino-
ks A d e d and Di fpofed in the Church , by Suffrage, or the pJut 
t a l i t y o f Voices, the Vote of the Fraternity is not De te rmin in j r 
and Authoritative, but on ly declarative of confent and okdience, 
j i t is ib, i n all A d s o f Ru le where the Church is OrganicAI, or 
i n complcat Order. 

2. T H A T there is f uch an Authority and Rule i n f t i tu t ed by 
C h r i f t i n his Church , is not liable unto difjDute. Where there 
are Bijhops, Paftors, Elders, Guides, Rulers, Stewards, inftitu-
ted, given, granted, called, ordained; and fbme to be R u l e d , 
Sheep, Lambs, Brethren, obliged by command to obey them 
follow them, fubmit unto them i n tl ie L o r d , regard thtm as over 
them-; There is-R/^/e and A a t h o r i t y i n fbme perfbns, and that 
commit ted unto them by Jefus C h r i f t . Bu t all thefe tliinf^s an 
f requent ly repeated i n the Scripture, A n d w h e n i n the p r a d i -
ca lPar t or Exercife o f Ru le , due r e f p e d is not had unto their 
Authority, there is no th ing but C o n f u f i o n and Difbrder . W l i e n 
the People judge that the Power of the Kjys is commit ted unto 
t h e m as fuch on ly , and i n them doth the Right o f their Ufe 
and Exercife r e f ide ; that their Elders have no intereff i n the d i f 
po fmg o f C h u r c h Affa i rs , or i n A d s o f C h u r c l i Power but 
Ohly their o w n fuffrages, or w h a t t l iey can obtain by reafbn 
i n g , and t h i n k there is no D u t y incumbent on them to acoui ' 
^{CQ 'm their Authority i n any t h i n g ( a n E v i l apt to grov/ i n 
Gi iu rches ) i t overthrows all thd.t beautiful Ordtr, v^lnd^, |efus 

• — , _ OmU 
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GhriO: hath ordained. A n d i f any fha l l make Advantage o f 
this Compla in t , T h a t where the People have their due L ibe r 
t y granted unto them, they are apt to affume that Power un to 
themlelves w h i c l i belongs not un to t h e m ; an ev i l attended 
w i t h troubleibme Impertinencies and Di lbrder , tending un to 
Anarchy \ let them remember, on the other hand, h o w upon 
the confinement o f Power and A u t h o r i t y unto the Guides, 
Bifljops or Rulers o f the C h u r c h , they have changed the nature 
o f Church-Power , and enlarged their U f u r p a t i o n , u n t i l the 
whole Ru le o f t l ie C h u r c h ilTued i n abiblute Tyranny. 
Wherefore, no fear o f conlcquents that may enfue and arife 
f r o m the darknefs, ignorance, weaknefs, lu f t s , corruptions or 
Iccular interefts o f M e n ought to entice u? unto the leaft Al t e 
ra t ion o f the Ru le by any prudential Provifions o f our o w n . 

3. T H I S Authority i n the Rulers o f the Church , is neither 
Autocratical or Sovereign, nor Nomothetical or LcgiOat ive , 
nor Defpotical or Abfo lu t e ; but Organic al and Miniflerid on ly . 
T h e endlefs Controverfies w h i c h have f p r u n g out of ^ the 
m y f t e r y o f i n i q u i t y , about an Autocratical and Monavcmcal 
Government i n the C h u r c h , about power to make Laws to 
b ind the Confciences o f M e n , yea, to k i l l and def l roy 
Ithem w i t h the whole manner o f the execution o f this Power, 
w e are not concerned i n . A pretence o f any fuch Power i n 
the C h u r c h , is d e f t r u a i v e o f the IQngly Office of thrijt, 
contrary to exprefs Commands o f Scripture, and condemned 
by the A p o f t l e s , / A 3 3 . ^ 2 . A.r^-Mat.tj. 5. C h a p . 2 3 . 
8, 9, 10, I I . L « k 2 2 . 2 c , 26. i O r . I . 24. i C r . 

ercifed, is mczrXy Minifterid, w i t h r e lpea unto the Author ty 
o f C h r i f t , his L a w , and the L i b e r t y o f the Church w l ei e-
w i t h he hath made i t free ; fo i n its nature i t isjp'rmai, pu ie iy 
and on ly . So the A p o f t l c A f f i r m s exprefly, 2 ^or. ^°' A^fr> ^• 
For its \hjec^ is f p i r i t u a l ; namely, the Souls and Confcicnces o f 
M e n whereunto i t extends, w h i c h no other Humane Power 
doth nor doth i t reach thofe other concerns o f M e n that are 
f u b j e d unto any pol i t ical P o w e r : I t s e»^i is Spir i tual , n a m e ^ . 
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txiu Glory o f God, i n the guidance and d i r e d i o n o f the JVlin'? 
k n d Souls o f M e n , to l ive unto h i m , and come to the enjoy! 
ment o f h i m ; the Latv o f i t is f p i r i t u a l , even the W o r d 
C o m m a n d and D i r e f t i o n o f C h r i f l : h i m f e l f alone ; theJclszn^ 

• Exercife o f i t i n b inding and loof ing , i n r emi t t i ng and retaining; 
|S in , i n opening and f l i u t t i n g the K i n g d o m o f Heaven, are al] 
'fpiritnal m x r l y and on ly . Nei ther can there be an Inftance 
given o f any t h i n g belonging unto the Rule o f the Clmrc l ] 
that is o f another nature. Yea, i t is fufHcient eternally to 
exclude any Power or Exercife o f i t , a n y A d o f Ru le or Go-
Ivernment f r o m any IntereH: i n Church-Alfau-s, that i t can be 
improved to be Carnal, Folitical, Defptical, o f external Opera-
iration, or not entirely Spiri tual . 

5-. T H E Change of this Government the Church , fel l out 
and was introduced gradually, upon an advantage taken froi-n | 
the immeetnefs of the People to be lead under this Spir i tual Rule , j 
For the greatefl part o f them that made up C h r i f t i a n Churches' ^ 
being become ignorant and carnal, that Ru le w h i c h confi i fs 
i n a fp i r i t ua l influence on. the. Confciences o f M e n , was no 

| w a y able to retain them w i t h i n the bounds o f ou tward obe
dience, w h i c h was at l a f t only aimed at. There was therefore 
another kind of Rule and Government judged necelfary to retain 
them i n any Order or Decorum. A n d i t m u f t be acknowledged 
that where the Members o f the Church are not i n fbme degree 
Spiritual, a Rule that is rricerly Spiri tual w i l l be o f no great 
ufe unto them. But pr incipal ly , this change was introduced! 
by thofe that were i n polfeff ion o f the Ru le i t f e l f ; and that 
ori t w o grounds, ( i . ) T h e i r «»^/('//y}//;^e/} i n the management 
of this Spiritual Rule, or wearinels o f the Duties w h i c h are 
required thereunto :, T h i s made them w i U i n g to defert i t ; w i t h 
that perpetual labour and exercife o f all forts o f Graces w h i c l i 
are required i n i t , and to embrace another more eafie, and more 
fu i ted unto their Incl inat ions. ( 2 . ) A defire o f the Secular 
advantages of Prof i t , Honour and Venerat ion, w h i c h tendered 
themfelves unto them i n another k i n d o f Rule : By thele means 
was the Original Government o f t l ic Church , w h i c h was o f 
D i v i n e I n f t i t u t i o n , u t te r ly l o f t ; and a W o r l d l y Domination^ 
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introduced i n the room, thereof. But the b r i e f delineation 
given o f i t before, w i t h w h a t f h a l l n o w be added, w i l l de-
monft ra te l iaf f ic ient ly , t l ia t al l thefe Di fpu tcs and Contef fs 
w h i c h are i n the W o r l d , between the Church of Rome and others 
about Church-Forver and Rule, are ut ter ly fore ign un to C h r i r 
f t i a n Re l ig ion . 

6. I S H A L L therefore br ief ly enquire into thefe three th ings , 
( i . ) W h a t is the Skill and Polity that is required unto the E x -
crciie, or A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f the Government o f the Church ? 
( 2 . ) W h a t is the folc Law and Rule o f i t ? ( 3 . ) W h a t are the 
A5ls and Duties o f i t ? W h a t i t is converfant a b o u t ; elpecially 
thole where in the Oft ice o f Ruling Elders do th take place. 

I . T H E P f j / / / ; ' o f Church-Government fuhjeBively confider
ed, is generally fuppofed to c o n f i f t , ( i . ) InaJ^/7/ , learning or 
underf tanding i n the Civif and efpecially the Canon Law, 
w i t h the addit ional Canons, accomodating that L a w unto the 
prefent ftatc o f things o f the N a t i o n , to be interpreted ac
cording unto the general Rules o f i t . ( 2 . ) Knowledge o f 
and Acquaintance w i t h the C o n f t i t u t i o n , Power, J u r i l d i d i -
o n a n d Pradice of fome L^ iv C o « m ; w h i c h being i n their o r i -

I g ina l , grant o f Power, manner o f Proceeding, Pleas and Cen-
Ifures meerly Secular, are yet called Ecclefajtical ov Spiritual. 
( 3 . ) A good Difcretion to underf tand a-right the extent o f their 
Power , w i t h the bounds and l imi t s o f i t ; that on t\\Q one 
hand they let none elcape w h o m they can reach by the difcir 
pline o f their Courts , and on the other not entrench fo far on 
the Ctvil-Power and the Jurifdiition ot other Courts according 
to the L a w o f the L a n d , as to b r ing themielves in to cha gc 
or trouble. ( 4 . ) A n acquaintance w i t h the Table of tees, 
that they may neither lofe their o w n p ro f i t , nor give advan
tage unto others to quef t ion them for t ak ing more than tncu 
due. But i n thefe things w e are not at prelent concernea. 

8. T H E ski l l then o f the Ofiacers o f the Church to i the 
Government o f i t , is a fpmtml Wifdom and Vnderfianding m 
the Lm of Chrift, for that end, with an Ability to make ap-
pUcmonofit in all reauifiteFnfiantes, unto the Edif cation of the 
^hole Church, and all its Members, through a mtmfterial Exr 
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trcife of the Authority of Chrift himfelf, and a due Pupnftn. 
tationof his Holinef, Love, Care, Coriipaflon andTendemtfto^ 
ward his Church. /• , ^ 

I T H E fole Rule and Meafure o f the Government o f the 
Church being the L a w o f C h r i f t ; that is, the I n t i m a t i o n and 
Declaration o f his M i n d and W i l l , i n his I n f t i t u t i o n s , C o m . 
mands. Prohibit ions and Promifes ; an Vnderjtandrng h^^-^i^^ 
w i t h W i f d o m , f r o m that Under f tand ing , is and m u i f be tha 
whole o f the Skill enquired after. H o w tins iVifdom ,s be, 
ftowcd as a fp i r i t ua l G i f t , h o w i t is to be ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ 7 o f 
n,ii-,7 hv Pravcr, Medi t a t ion and ftudy of the W o i d , hath 
D u t y , by ^m^'K' . n^^i, r , . , iy declared, m our D , / ' 

and G o es come propeuy u i LI.IC . . .C. . . - - - v j i 
to namely Extravagant. T h e u t m o f t ICnowledge o f them, 
I n d Sk n S t h e m w i l l contribute no th ing unto tins W i f d o m . 
Nei ther are any f o r t o f M e n more ftrangers unto i t , or unac
quainted w i t h i t , than they are, for the m o f t part, w h o are 
eminently cunning in fuch L a w s , and the J u a f d i d i o n o f £ . . / e 
tllicd Courts. But Wifdom i n the knowledge o f the W i l l o f 
C h r i f t as revealed i n the Scripture, is that alone w h i c h is o f 
ufe i n the Government o f the Church . _ 

2 A P A R T o f this W i f d o m conl i f t c th i n an Ability o f 
M i n d to make Application o f the L a w o l C h r i f t m all requifite 
Inf tances, unto the Edif icat ion of the Church i n general, and 
'all the Members o f i t r e lpedwe ly . 1 his_ W i l d o n i is not noti
onal on ly , but praBical. I t confif ts not i n a fpcculative com-
prehenfion o f the fence of the Rule, or o f the M i n d o f C h r i f t 
therein only , though that be required i n the firft place ; but i n 
an o f M i n d to make Appl ica t ion o f i t , whereunto Dz-
ligence. Care, Watchfulnef and fpiritnal Courage are required. 
Some are to be AdmonijJjed; ibme to be Rebuked i l i a rp ly ; f o ^ e 
tohz cut o f f ; i n w h i c h and the l ike cafes, a fpirit of Govern
ment acting i t f e l f i n Diligence, Boldnefs and Courage is neceffa-
r y . A n d this is one reafbn w h y the L o r d C i i r i f t hath appoint
ed' many Elders i n each Church , and thofe^ o f fevcral forts. 
For i t is fe ldom that any one M a n is c|ualified fo r the whole 
-J. — ~mixk 
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w o r k o f Rule . Some may have a good under f tanding i n the 
Larv o f the Churches Governmen t ; yet th rough a natural Te» 
deru?.)% and an infuperable k i n d o f M o d e f t y , not be f b read} 
and prompt for that part o f this D i f c ip l i ne w h i c h confif ts i n Re 
proofs and Severity o f Cenfures. Some may not have f b greai 
an Ability for the Indagat ion o f the fence o f the L a w as other: 
have ; w h o yet upon the knorvledge o f i t being difeovered un
to them, have rcadincfs and boldnefs i n C h r i f t to apply i t aj 
occafion do th require. A l l Elders therefore i n their variety o; 
G i f t s are to be he lp fu l to each other i n the common Work ' 
"which they are called unto. Bu t fuch as are ut ter ly de f t i 
tu te o f thefe Gi f t s , are not called un to this W o r k ; nor an) 
part o f i t . 

3. T H E Pomr that is exercifed herein, is the Power and Au 
thority of Chrift commit ted unto the Elders. Our Authority, 
which the Lord Christ hath given m for Ediftcation, and not for 
'Deftruclion, z Cor . 10. 8. I t is granted unto the Rulers o l 
the Church , not formally to refide i n t hem, as the Power of' 
A I\jng is i n his o w n perfbn ; hut minijlerially and injlrttmen--
tally on ly . For i t m u f t be the Authority of Clrrift himfelf 
whereby the Conlciences o f M e n are fp i r i t ua l l y a f feded, w i t h 
reference unto f p i r i t u a l Ends ; whereby they are bound or 
loled i n Heaven and Ea r th , have their Sim remitted or rtta.i»-
td. A n d the confideration hereof is that alone w h i c h gives a 
due regard unto t\\Q Minifiry of the Church, i n the dilcharge of 
their Off ice among them that defire to commend their Con-
icienccs unto the L o r d C h r i f t i n wha t they da. , . . ^ 

4 . T H E efpecial Dtftgn o f the Rule o f the Church i n its Go-
vtvnmi,ntk to reprefent the Holimfs, Love,Compaffon, Care and 
Authority of Chrift towards his Chnrch. T h i s is the great end 
o f Rule in the C h u r c h , and o f all the Difc iphne w h i c h is to 
be excrcifed by vir tue thereof. W h i l f t this is not attended un
to , when the Officers and Rulers o f the Church do not en
deavour i n all t l ie a d in j i s o f their Power and Ofhce, to let 

vt\M\\c{-cFertucsofChrtfty to cxemplifie that impre f f ion of 
e m w h i c h he hath lef t i n his L a w s and Rule , w i t h the D H 

vine Tef t imonies w h i c h he gives o f them u i his o w n perfon, 
they 

fo 
them 
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they ut ter ly deviate f r o m the pr incipal end o f all R u l e i n th~ 
Church . For M e n to a£ t herein i n a w a y o f Domination 
w i t h a v i f ib le Elation o f M i n d and Spi r i t above their Bre
thren, w i t h Anger, Wrath and Pafjion, by Rules, Order a n j 
Laws o f their o w n d e v i f i n g ; w i t h o u t the leaft confideration 
o f w h a t the L o r d C h r i f t requires, and w h a t is the f rame o f h j^ 
Hear t towards all ,his Diiciples , is to refle6t the h ighel f D i f l i o -
nour imaginable upon C h r i f t h i m f e i f H e w h o comes in to 
the Courts of the Kjng in \ ¥ e f t m i n f t e r - / / d : / / , w h e n filled w i t h 
Judges, Grave, Learned and Righteous, m u f t ordinar i ly 
a l lowed to judge o f the KJng himfelf his W i f d o m , j u f t i c g 
Modera t ion and Clemency, by the Law w h i c h they proceed 
u p o n , and their manner o f the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f i t . g 
God fo rb id that Chr i f l i ans fhou ld make a Judgment concern 
i n g the Holinefs, Wifdom, Love and Comfajfion o f C h r i f i " 
b y the Repreientation w h i c h (as is pretended) is made of 
h i m and them i n fbme Courts , wherein Church-Rule and 
Di fc ip l ine is A d m i n i f t r e d . W h e n any had offended o f o ld , their 
Cenfure by the C h u r c h was called the Bewailing of them 
-2, Cor. 1 2 . 2 4 . and that becaufe o f the 6WcJiv, Pi ty and C o m -
paf f ion whereby i n that Cenfure they evidenced the compaf: 
f i on o f the L o r d C h r i f t towards the Souls o f Sinners. T h i s 
is fcarce anfwered by thofe pecuniary mul&s and ot\\QV penalties 
w h i c h , w i t h indignat ion and contempt, are infl i£led on f i i ch as 
are made Offenders, whether they will or no. Cer ta in ly , t h o f 
w h o love the L o r d Jefus C h r i f l i n fincerity, and have a du^ 
honour f o r the Gofpe l , w i l l at one t ime or another begin to 
t h i n k meet, that this ftain o f our Rel ig ion fliould be wafhcd 

^dly. T H E Rule and L a w o f the exercife o f Power i n th 
Elders o f the C h u r c h , is the Holy Scripture only. T h e I CS A 
C h r i f t is the only L a w - g i v e r o f t l ie Church ; all his l a v 
unto this end are recorded i n the Scripture ; no other L " 
e f fedual , can oblige or operate upon the ob]ea or unto the""^j^ 
o f Church-Rule . I f the C h u r c h make a T h o u f a n d Ru le 
Canons, or L a w s fo r Government , neither any o f them nn^ 
all o f them i n general, have any the leaft power to oblige M e n 
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unto ohedie»ce or compliance w i t h them, but on ly f o far , 
-virtnMy and materially they contain w h a t is o f the L a w o f 
C h n i t , and derives force f r o m thence. A s tht Judges m our 
Courts o f Juf t ice , are bound to judge and determine i n al l 
cales, out o f and according to the Law of the Land; and w h e n 
they do not , their Sentence is o f no va l id i t y , but may and 
ought to be reverfed. But i f w i l f u l l y or o f choice, they Ihou ld 
mtroduce L a w s or Rules not legally eflahlifJjed i n this N a t i o n , 
j udg ing according unto them, i t w o u l d render them h igh ly 
c r imina l and punifhable . I t is no o therwi fe i n the Kjngdom 
of Chrifl, and the Rule thereof. I t is by his Law alone that 
Rule is to be exerciled i n i t . There is no th ing lef t unto the 
Elders of the Church^ but the Application o f his L a w s , and 
the General Rules o f t hem unto particular cafes and occafions. 
T o m a k e , to b r ing , to execute any other Rules, L a w s or 
Canons i n the Government o f his Church , is to u f u r p on his 
K i n g l y D o m i n i o n , whereunto all Leg i f la t ive Power i n the 
C h u r c h is appropriate. N o r is i t pofnblc that any t h i n g can 
f a l l out i n the C l i u r c h , that any t h i n g can be required i n 
the Ru le o f i t , nor can any inftance he given o f any f u c l i 
t h i n g , where in , fo r the ends o f Church-Rule , there is or 
can be any more le f t unto the Rulers o f i t , but on ly the 
Application and Execution o f the .Laws o f C h r h L U n t o this 
Application to be made in a due manner, the Wifdom and Skill 
before defcribed is requifi te , and that alone. Where there are 
other Laws, Rules ov Canons o f the Government o f the Church ; 
and where the A d m i n i f t r a t i o n o f them is d i reded by Laws Ci
vil or PoliticxL there is a skill in them required unto that A d 
m i n i f t r a t i o n , as al l w i l l confcfs. So is the Wifdom w e before 
defcribed , and that alone, necelfary unto that Rule of the 
Church w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t hath ordained; the I n f t r u m e n t 
and means whereof, is his W o r d and L a w alone. 

Zdly. THEmatterofthisRule^boVitwliich i t i3cmiverlant,anci 
fo the A^h and Duties o f i t may be reduced unto Three Pleads. 

I . T H E Admtffion andExclufion of Members.^ Both thefe 
are A d s o f Church-Power and A u t h o r i t y , w h i c h are to be 
excrciled by the Elders only i n a Church that is Orgamcal and 

7. compka t 
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;ompleat i n its Oificers. There is that i n them both , w h i c h 
is founded i n and warranted f r o m the L i g h t and L a w o f Nature 
m d Rules o f E q u i t y . Every Righteous voluntary Society ca. 
i le icing therein r i g h t f u l l y , upon k n o w n L a w s , and Rules for 
:he Regula t ion o f i t unto certain ends, hath naturally a power 
Inherent in it and infeparable f r o m i t , to receive in to its incorpo
ration, fiich as being meet for i t , do vo lun ta r i ly offer themlelves 
thereunto ; as alfo to reje£l, or w i t h h o l d the Privileges o f the 
Society, f r o m fuch as refule to be Regulated by the L a w s o f 
the Society. T h i s power is inherent i n the Church e//e«f/4/7y 
confidered antecedently unto the enf fa t ing o f Officers i n i t : By 
v i r tue o f their mutual confederation they may receive in to the 
privileges o f the Society thofe that are meet, and w i t h d r a w 
the lame privileges f r o m thole that are u n w o r t h y . But i n thele 
ad ings o f the Church , effentially confidercd, there is no exer
cife o f the Vower of the Kjys, as unto Author i t a t ive R u l e , but 
w h a t is meerly D o f t r i n a l . There is i n w h a t i t do th a declara
t ion o f the M i n d o f C h r i f t , as un to the State o f the Perfbns 
w h o m they do receive or re je£t . Bu t unto the Church as Org^ 
nical, as there are £/«/erj or-Ra/erj inf ta ted i n i t according u n t 
the M i n d o f C h r i f t , there is a peculiar Authority commit ted for 
thofe A £ f s o f the A d m i f l i o n and Exc lu f ion o f Members 
U n t o this end is the K f y of Rule commit ted unto the Elders o f 
the Church , to be applied w i t h the confent o f the whole So 
ciety, as w e f h a l l fee afterwards. 

'zdly. T H E Direeiion o f the Church i n all the Members o f 
J:t, un to the obfervance o f the Ru le and L a w o f C h r i f t i n all 
th ings, unto his G l o r y and their o w n Edif ica t ion . A n d all tliefe 
ih ings may be reduced unto thefe Four Heads, ( t . ) Mutual 
I n t e n f e , peculiar Love among themfelves, to be exercifed c o n ' 
t inua l ly i n al l the Duties o f i t . ( 2 . ) Perfonal Holinefs i n Qra 
cious M o r a l Obedience. ( 5 . ) towards the Member 
o f the fame C h u r c h , towards other Churches, and all j u ^ 
abfblutely, as occafion and oppor tun i ty do require. ( 4 ) - p t " 
due performance all thofe Duties, w h i c h all the Members o f 
the Church owe mutua l ly un to each other, by v i r tue o f t h 
Place and Order w h i c h they hold and poffefs i n the Body. AbouJ 
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thefe things is Church-Rule to be exerc i fcd; fo r they all belong 
unto the prefervation o f its Being, and the attainment o f its 
Ends, 

idly. H E R E U N T O alfo belongs the difpofal of the outward 
concernments of the Church in its JjJemhlJes, and i n the manage
ment o f a l l that is performed i n them, that all things way he 
do^e Decently and in Order. T h e d i fpofa l o f T imes , Seafons, 
•rlaces, the w a y and manner o f managing a l l things i n C l iu rch -
Affemblies, the Regula t ion o f Speeches and A d i o n s , the ap-
Pointment o f Seafons for extraordinary Duties, according unto 
the General Rules of the Word, and the Reafon o f things f r o m 
prefent Circumftances, are A d s of Rule, whofe R i g h t refides 

$5,^^^^' '^ o f the C h u r c h . ^ , , , • 
T H E S E things being premifed, w e may confider w h a t is 

the W o r k and D u t y o f L / . . / . f E / ^ e . . , w h i c h w e have 
proved to be placed bv C h r i f t for Ru le i n the Church . For , confi-
Ofi-ing that w h i c h hath been fpoken before concerning the 
P^oral Office, or the D u t y o f Teaching-Elders of the Church, 
j n d wha t hath n o w been added concerning its Rule m genera l ; 
J cannot but admire that any one M a n f h o u l d have fuch a con-
ndence i n his o w n Abi l i t i e s , as to fuppofe h i m f e l f meet and able 
tor the Difcharge o f the Duties o f bo th forts i n the leaft C h u r c h 
^ C h r i f t that can w e l l be fuppofed . Yea, f uppo f ing more 
TeachiKg-Elders i n every C h u r c h than one, yet i f they are a l l 
and every one o f them equally bound to give themfelves unto 
the Word and Prayer, fo as not to be diverted f r o m that W o r k 
by any infer ior Duties, i f they are obliged to labour in the Word 
and DoElrine to the u t m o f t o f their ftrength cont inual ly, i t w i l l 
appear at length to be necelfary, that there fhou ld be fome 
w h o l e peculiar Off ice and D u t y is to attend unto Rule w i t h 
I'tgtnce. A n d the W o r k o f thefe Elders confif ts i n the things cn-
l u i n g . 

I . T H E Y arc ioined unto the Teaching Elders i n al l A d s 
and Duties o f Church-Power, for the Ru le and Government x^iiLics or v^nurch-Powcr, tor the K u i e aim »juv<-iuiu^i. 
pt the Church . Such are thofe before declared. T h i s is p la in 
m t h e T e x t , i Tim. c xn. Both forts o f Elders are Jw/2e^i and 
Qo concurr i n the fame Rule and all the A d s o f i t ; one f o r t o f 
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them labouring alio i n the W o r d and D o d r i n e . O f both fbrts 
is the Presbytery or Elderjhip compoled , where in refides all 
Church-Author i ty . A n d i n this conjundfion , t l iole o f both 
forts are every -wzy equal, de termining al l A£ls o f Ru le by their 
common fuff iage. T h i s gives Order, w i t h a necelfary repre-
fentat ion o f A u t h o r i t y , unto tl ie Church i n its Government. 

2. T H E Y are i n particular to attend unto all things wherein 
the Rule or Difcipline o f the Church is concerned, w i t l i a due 
care that the Commands o f C h r i l f be duly obferved by and 
among all the Members o f the Church . I ' h i s is the fubftance 
of the Rule w h i c h C h r i f t hath appointed, whatever be pre, 
tended unto the contrary. Whatever is let up in the W o r l d 
i n oppofit ion unto i t or inconf i f ten t w i t h i t , under the Name o f 
the Government of the Church, is fore ign un to the Gofpel 
Church-Rule is a due care and p rov i f ion , that the In f t i t u t ions 
L a w s , Commands and Appoin tments o f Jefus C h r i f t be dulu 
obferved, and no th ing elfc. A n d hereof, as unto the D u t y 
the Elders, we may give fbme inftances; A s , 

T O watch diligently over the ways, w a l k i n g and con ver-
fa t ion o f a l l the Members o f the Church , to fee that i t be 
blamelefs, w i t h o u t offence, u f e f u l , exemplary and i n all things 
a n f w e r i n g the holinefs o f the Commands o f C h r i f t , the honour 
o f t l ie Gofpe l , and profef f ion w h i c h i n the W o r l d they make 
thereof. A n d upon the obfervation w h i c h they f b make i n 
the watch where in they are placed, to i n f t r u d , admoni fh 
charge, exhort , encourage, comfor t , as they fee caufe A n d 
this are they to attend unto, w i t h Courage and Diligence 

2. T O watch againft all t i l ings or appearances o f fuch 
differences and divif ions on the account o f things Ecclefiaft ical 
Z their Names, R igh t s and Proprieties m t h e 
W o r l d , that are contrary unto that Love w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t 
reqmreth i n apeculiar and eminent manner to be found ax^Zf^ 
his Difciples . T h i s fie calls hi, own new Command, w i t h l e fnSv 

u requ i r ing i t , his Example firft i l l u f t r a t i n s 
the W o r l d , and the p e c u l i a r / r « / V . and effeds o f i t w h i c h h 

revealed and taught Wherefore the due obfervance o f h u 
tw of Love m i t f e l f and al i its f ru i t s , w i t h the Prevention 

— - I^emovaL 



wEF~iFe Duty of EldersT 

Removal or Condemnat ion o f e l l that is contrary unto i t , is 
that i n w h i c h the Rtde 0 / C Z / W ^ doth pr inc ipal ly c o n f i f t . 
A n d confidering the Weaknefs, the Paftions, the Tempta t ions 
o f M e n , the mutua l Provocations and Exafperations that are 
apt to f a l l out even among the hef t , the influence that Ea r th ly 
occafions are apt to have upon their M i n d s , the frowardnefs 
fometimes o f Mens natural Tempers ; the attendance unto th i s 
one D u t y or part o f Ru le , requires the u t m o f t diligence o f 
them that are called unto i t . A n d i t is meerly either the w a n t 
o f Acquaintance w i t h the nature o f that L a w and its Fru i t s , 
w h i c h the L o r d C h r i f t requires among his Difciples , or an u n 
dervaluation o f the W o r t h and Glory o f i t i n the C h u r c h , or i n 
advertency unto the caufes o f its decays, and o f breeches made 
m i t ; or ignorance of the Care and Duties that are necelTary 
Unto its prefervation, that induce M e n to judge that the W o r k 
o f an efpecial Off ice is not required hereunto. 

3. T H E I R D u t y is tc rvam all the Members of the Church o f 
their efpecial Church-Duties , that they be not found negligent 
or w a n t i n g in them. There are ef^ecial Duties required refpe-
ftively o f al l C h u r c h - M e m b e r s , according unto the d i f t i n d 
Taknts, whether i n things Spiri tual or Tempora l , w h i c h they 
have received. Some are Rich, and fbme are Poor ; fbme are 
Old, and fbme are Toung; fome i n Peace, fbme i n Troubk; fbme 
have received more fpiritual Gifts than others, and have more 
opportunities for their Exercife. I t belongs unto the Rule of the 
Church, that all be AdmoniOied, In f t rud ted , and Exhorted to 
attend unto their re fped ive Du t i e s ; not only publ ick ly m 
th^ preaching of the Word, but personally occafion doth re
quire, , according to the obfervation w h i c h thofe m Rule do 
make o f their Forvvardnels or RemilTnefs i n t hem. I n par t i 
cular, and in the way o f in f tance , M e n are to be warned 
that they contribute unto the Neceffities o f the Po^f ' .^""^ ° " 
ther occafions o f the Church according unto the AbtUty t t iat 
God i n his Providence hath in t ruf ted them w i t h a l ; and to ad-
moniOi them that are defemveh<zxci'a, i n order to their Reco
very unto the difcharge o f this D u t y , i n fuch a mealure as there 
may b e a n Equality la the Church , 2 Cor. ^. 14. A n d aii 
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other Duties o f an a-like nature are they to attend unto 
4 . T H H Y are to wa tch againft the beginnings o f any Church, 

Diforders, f uch as thofe that infef ted the Church o f Corimh, or 
any o f the hke fo r t j w i t h remiftheis as unto the AflcmbHes of 
the Church and the Duties o f t hem, w h i c h fbme are f i i b j e a 
un to as the A p o f t l e int imates , / /e^. 10. 25. O n the Conf tan-

bles, Div i f ions and Schifms, that i n all Ages have mvaded and 
perplexed the Churches o f C h r i f t f r o m w i t h i n themfelves. 
A n d f r o m thence alfo have Decays i n Fa i th , L o v e and Order 
in fenf ib ly prevailed i n many, to the d i fhonour o f C h r i f t , 
the danger o f their o w n Souls. F i r f t one grows remifs i ^ 
a t tending unto the Aifemblies o f the Church , and then ana 
t h e r ; firft to one degree, then to another, u n t i l the whole 
Lump be infc6ted. A di l igent w a t c h over theic things as to 
the beginnings o f them i n all the members o f the Church w i l l 
either heal and recover them that offend, OXIX-M^'^^K warn others, 
and keep the Church f r o m being either corrupted or defiled, 
Meb."^. Chap. 12. 

5. I T belongs, unto them alfo to vifit the Sick, efj5ccially 
f i i c h as who le i n w a r d or ou tward conditions do expofe them 
unto more than ordinary i n their Sicknefs; that is the 
Poor, the Afflicted, the Tempted in any k i n d . T h i s i n general is 
a moral Duty, a W o r k o f M e r c y ; but i t is moreover a peculiar 
C h u r c h - D u t y by v i r tue o f Inflitution. A n d one end o f the 
Inflitution o f Churches, is, that the Di ldp les o f C i i r i f t mav 
have al l that Spir i tual and T e m p o r a l Rel ief w h i c h is needful 
fo r t hem, and u f e f u l to them i n their IVoubles and Dif trelfes 
A n d i f this D u t y were diUgently attended unto by the Officer* 
o f the C h u r c h , i t w o u l d add much unto the Glory and Beaut ^ 
o f our Order,and be an abiding referve w i t h Re l ie f i n the M i n d ^ 
o f them whofe ou twa rd condi t ion expofeth them to ftraits a H 
fb r rows i n fuch a feafbn. 

I A D D hereunto as a D u t y o f the fame nature, the vifita 
tion of thofe who f u f f e r unto Refiraint and Imprifonment upon 
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the account o f their P rofe f l ion , adherence unto Church-AlTem-
mies, or the D i f c h a r g e o f any Paftoral or Office-Duties i n them. 
•̂  uis IS a cafe w h e r e w i t h w e are not unacquainted, nor are hke 
T ^e. Some look on this as the D u t y o f all the Members o f 
the Church, w h o yet enjoy their L i b e r t y ; and f b i t is, as their 
Opportunities and AbiUties w i l l a l l o w t h e m , provided their 
Qucharge o f i t be u f e f u l unto thofe w h o m they v i f i t , and i n -
ottenfive unto others. Bu t this D u t y d i l igen t ly attended un to 
t>y the Elders, reprefenting therein the care and love o f the 
^ " o l e Church , yea, o f C h r i f t h i m f e l f unto his Pri/^^^er^, is a 
S'"eat Spring o f Re l ie f and C o m f o r t unto them. A n d by the 
E/ders may the C h u r c h be acquainted w h a t yet is required o f 
^ ^ n i i n a w a y o f D u t y on their account. T h e xare o f the 

^^^itivt Churches herein was m o f t eminent. _ 
^- I T belongs unto t h e m and their Of f i ce , to advije w i t h 

and give direciion unto the Deacons o f the C h u r c h , as unto the 
malung Provihon and D i f t r i b u t i o n o f the C h a n t y ©f the 
Churc l i for the Re l i e f o f the Poor. T h e Off ice o f the Z?.4-
'onsh principally Executive, as w e iha l l fee afterwards. I n -
qu i f i t i on in to the ftate o f the Poor, w i t h all their circumftances, 
j v i t h the w a r n i n g o f al l the Members o f the C h u r c h unto 
l i b e r a l i t y for their Supply, belongs unto the Elders. 

7. W H E N the State o f the C h u r c h is f i i c h , through Suffe
r ing , Perfccution and A f t H a i o n , that the Poor k multiplied 
^^ong them, f b as that the Church i t f e l f is not able to provide 
for their Rel ief i n a due manner, i f ^ny Supply be lent unto 
them f r o m the love and bounty of odier Churches i t s o be 
depofited w i t h £ / ^ e . . , and difpofed acco^^^^^^^ 
v^ce, w i t h that o f - t h e Teachers of '"^'l^^^'^h^^^^ 
, 8. I T i s a i f o t h e i r D u t y , according to the advâ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
W have by their peculiar i u f p e d i o n of al l the Members or 

Church , t l i i r ways and their w a l k i n g , to acqaamt the 
or Teaching-Elders of. the Church , w i t h the 6 . ^^.^^^^Ik 
w h i c h may be o f finKular ufe unto them for t h u i s e c t i o n i n 
the prefc iu W c ^ i o f ' t h e M i n i f t r y . He w h o makes i t not his 
bufmefs to k r J he State of the Church w h i c l i he mmif te r s unto 
i a the Word andDo^rim, as to their Knowledge , their Judg-
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ment and U n d e r f t a n d i n g , their Temptat ions and Occafions 
and applies not h i m l e l f i n 'his M i n i f t r y to fearch out what is 
necelTary and u le fu l unto their Edification ; he fights uncertainly 
i n his who le W o r k , as a M a n beating the Air. But , whereas 
their obligation to attend wwto thcWord and Frayer, confines 
them much unto a retirement for the greatefl: part o f their t ime 
they cannot by themlelves obtain that Acquaintance w i t h the 
whole Flock, but that others may greatly a f l i f t therein f r o m 
their daily I n l p e d i o n , Converle and Oblervat ion. 

9. A N D i t is their D u t y to meet andconfult with theTeachin^^ 
Elders, about fuch things o f importance, as are to be propoled 
i n and unto the C h u r c h , for its confent and compliance. 
Hence, no th ing crude or indigcf ted , no th ing unfui ted to the 
fence and D u t y o f the Church , w i l l at any t ime be propofed 
therein, ib to give occafion unto contefts or janglings, dilputcs 
contrary unto Order or Decency ; but al l things may be pre, 
fervcd i n a due regard unto the Gravity and Authority o f the 
Rulers . . 

T O take care o f the dwG Liberties ol the C h u r c h , tha t 10. 

i 

they be not impofed on by any Diotrephes i n Off ice , or w i t h 
out i t . 

1 1 . I T is incumbent on them i n times o f DiiBcult ies and Per 
fecution, to confult together with the other Elders concerning aL 
thole things w h i c h concern the prelent D u t y o f the Church 
f r o m t ime to t ime , and their prcfervat ion f r o m violence, ac' 
cording unto the w i l l o f C h r i f t . 

12. W H E R E A S , there may be, and oft-t imes is but On^ 
Teaching-Elder, Pajlor OV Teacher i n a C l i u r c h , upon his Death 
or Remova l , i t is the W o r k and D u t y o f thefe Elders, to pre-
ierve the Church i n Peace and Umty ; to take care o f the con
t inuat ion o f its Alfemblies ; to prevent Irregularit ies i n any Pe^' 
Ibns or Parties among them ; to go before, to d i r e d and 
guide the Church i n the Call and Choice o f Ibaie other meet 
Perfon or Perfbns i n the room o f the dcceafed or removed. 

T H E S E few inflances have I given o f the W o r k and D u t v 
o f R u l i n g Elders. T i i e y are all of- them f i i ch as dcferve 
a greater enlargement i n their Declaration and Conf i rmat ion 


