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'hewing briefly: the dangerouis and. impi-
. ous . Doétrines of ‘thofe. of Calvin's
Wiy ; and the purity of the Do~
&rine of thofe called Arminians, con-

cerping the.v ﬁnful A&s Qf Men.

R. Ficmin. labours to blindithe Eyes of bis Followers with
Stories of mey that I am an ArMinian, Anabaptift, and
that I deal proudly in the Arminian Point, &, )

Now though I defire to follow no. Man but as he_follows
hrif} 5 yet that all: Men may have a right, yuderftandivg of the Mat«
ber, 1 (hall here briefly [hew the difference petmeen thofe called Presby-

Gerians, and thofe: called Axminiians, with refpeét-to the things wherein

Lagree with the latter. § ‘ Widar sl :

1. The Queftion 15, Whether God did decree that Man fhould Sin ?

he Arminians hold, That God did not; decree that Man fhould Sin,

t did abfolutely forbid it. - And that Sin is of the Devil; the eftect

of ‘his Malice -againtt Man, and Pride againkt: God 5 and, that Men

emit Sin through his Temptations, and their own Perverfenefs, in
parting frori the Counfel of God. .\ e 284 10

- But the Presbyterians do hold, That God did abfolutely decree all

Sthe Adtions of Men; even the moft finful of them.  Let us bear their

Qwn Words,, that ont ef. theix own Moushs they may be jjudzed, :

=M. Calvin fays;s Man does. effeétnothing, but by: the fecret Di-

N ction and Motion of - the Almightyi 5/ that he-does that which is unr
Wil,: jufto illius implilfu, by the jufk impulfe of God. Inftir, {.1.6.1.

?; hare'alfo he thus makgs God the: Authox of ;all thofe Sins which Men

inmit. R ey v
dnd My, Piexce. (a véry Learsied W-rirer_'g 42 his AuToxg &Ke1TS,
aMyes the: [everal Pages where ‘Dr. Twifle, Pifcator, Zanchy,
A2 Calvin.
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i " The ‘Preface. :
Calvin, Triglandius, and others, do teach, That God doth make Men
Tranfgreflors, and is the Author of “Adultery 3 and that Murther is
the Work of God 3 and shat Sinness do fin by the force of God’s Will »
and that God, predeftines Men to fin, ahd 16 fin guaterss Sin.  Thae
he is the Author of Evil, not only of Punifhment, but of Sin too;
that he is the Caufe, not only of humane Ackions, but of the v o
Pefedts and Privations » that! he effécketh Sin, that he exciteth, anf{ W
tempteth, and compelleth Men to fin. VWhat moved them (/ith
be ) *to print fuch Joathfome Dotrine? <.dnd in his Epifile tothe Rea.
dery be [heps the, Places where Dr. Twifle, Mr. B. @1 others, do
feach; That God 15 ‘the Caulfe in particular of évery Actmy ' the na.
tural Caufey and the: fpveraign, Author of 'the At of Sin 3 hay, that
he Wills and Aéts, not in the AG of Sin only, but in the Sin of the
A& too, whole very Pravity and Deformity doth makeway for God’s
‘Glory. Andin p. 10 be [hews where Mr. Whittield does teach ex- i
refly, That God decreed the Sin of Adam, and fo ordered the whole Jif
%‘uﬁne‘ﬁs, that he fhould certainly fall 5 'that it was neceffary that ghe 1y
Firft Man thould fin ¢ That the Gofpel doth ftir up evil’Aftetions " in 4
the Hearts of wicked Men; and hardens Mens Hearts 5 and ' God in- yf
tends it fhould do fo, and fends it for this very purpofe.  That of fin-
£l Adtions, God'is the Author and proper Caufe 5 yea; ‘that he dotly
will and work in the Sin'of the A&. bl Mg L
I conld fill many Pages with fuch things as'thefe  which flews the &
abominable Principles which are lodged in the Minds of the Presbyteri
ans, and from thence bave come snto the Books'of the moft Learned o
- that Way, and alfo of fome Independents 5 and to my further: forrom |
bhave in effett larely been publifbed, by ‘an inconfiderate Eury of fommel |
_that profe[sthe Trnth' in ' the Cafe of Baptifm s From whofe perverfey |
writing, in a Book entituled, X Gonfeflion o’ Faith'y asiialfo from thegt
words of the Learned Calvinifts before reciredy it wilk follow., Thasflh
God decreed, and by bis Provideice ordered; that Cain' fhoild kil his %
Brosher Abel, andthat Ruben ' fhould  pollnte bis F. aihier’s Beds. Tedf
My, Peirce doth fhiew, p. 105+ Mhas: Lanchy, Pifcator,. 4nd: ',,',;,en%\.‘ :
Ao téach in the very Pages cited by Me. Barles/ that bath the p{epm‘?’
batearid the Eleét ‘were: preordained. to Sin, as Sins thiat Godis shpe
Author of Sin in general, and: of | Murder . and . Adultery: ini pdrticy
lar 3 yea, thecaule of Tncredulityy and that (be does'thruft Men on,
anto Wickednefs. Wherenpon 1 da [erionfly admonifh all Men ro'ibe
ware of all fuch ay bring this impiows Dettrine) let their Birtenie be
never fo [peciond on fairy for shey thas can biliewe thefeshing Taf G
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The Prefaces = = iit

U™ Can wewey think_ that be loves the Men be decreéd to be fo vile, that b
W wmight glorify bimfelf intheir Damnation . as they, alfo teach )5 and
then it will be impo[fible for thofe Teachers to love thesr fellow Creatures,
but_vather theiv Hearts, will burn with a. furioms, Madne(s againft
them, and they will ( and donbtlefs do) imwardly wifh their Deftructi~
o3 for bow is it poffible for thefe Men to be betrer than they take God
bimfelf to be ? : n
But onthe contrary, it is vational to iconceive, that thofe who doin
their Heart belicvey that .Almighty God does unfeignedly love and pity
the whole race of . Mankind, ;and -accordingly does.alford a fufficiency of
Grace to \the'm allyat one tiime.or ather by which they may be Javed ; thefe
1 [ay, who thus believe, cannot but from this Principle love and pity all
Men, and count them precious, 1 Pet.2.17. oF elfe they fin againft
this moft noble Chriftian Principle.
2. Mr.E, would poffefs bis Readerss that the Arminians and my, felf
iy, arePelagians 5 (that we hold. that Men hayve Power to fave, them-
1 felves, e, Whae Pelagius beld berein 1 know not, his Works bai:g bard
84 to come by, I havenot [een them s but for my [felf T will _trulhy, eclare
| 3y ]udgmmt and Confcsence i {'hix Point in g.la;.- words of the Armi-
i nians, p. 119 of thesr Confeflion. ~ There is indeed [ 4 Calling 7]

’ {ufficient, but. yet, withal ineffectualy to, wit, which on Mans part is
?

B ©ihout any faving, Effect; and throughthealone yoluntary and wins
cible or voidable: fault of Man, becomes unfrujefal, or obtains notits

¢ wilhed due Event and End. : ey :
m But that [ Vecation} which is accompanied withiits {aving Effect,

5
M- or is already in its exercit Ak, is {ometimes called in Scrlptur(lc, Con-
; f verfion, Regeneration, a Spiritual raifing; from the ?{gad, and a ’1‘?“,(!'
i « Creation being reformed according to. the (imilitude or 1_1keut§
b both of the Doctine and of ithe! Life of Chiift; we ate @ 1t were
I begotten again, aiid fo by Repentance and Faith, are m him madc
new Créatures. - Mani thetefore hath not faving Faich of. or from him-
Ifs nor is he born again, or converted by " the, Power of his own
Free-will, feeing in’ the State 'of: 8in, (he cannot fo' much as t}}m!(, ‘
much'lefs do any good, which s indeed favingly good (fuc_h,lsli}?
fpecial manner Converfion and faving Faith ) of or from himfelt 3
' bue itis neceffary that he be regenerated and wholly renewed of : 01
i1 Chrilt, by the word of the Gofpel, and by the vertue of the holy
Spirit in Conjunction therewith & to wit, in Underftanding, Afffﬁl-
. ons; Will, and all his Powers and Faculties, that he may be able right-

%4, 1y to underffand, meditate on, will and perform thefe things ’t}m_t aflc
avingly
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i The JPieface.
Gvingly good e T fo much that Faith, Converfion, and ‘a}l : 4
Wo:%(s‘z ‘atid all picis faving’ Adtions which any one can think of?osz-i
wholly to be afcribed ro:the Giace of God'in Chriftas their principa)
e prichivy Chufeis SNow ik fard dothald with theft called Av
" “21‘5.‘ yatiy i ! « ‘ (o .,' i S I reds | »
mn}{f;ﬁkt’w Vst what My Fdiad vhofe of bis way alk of ‘this mattep) ~ 31
My B, Script. War. p.53. Very boldly tells us, he will {ay us PrOfOLIn(i i
Bradwardin, illiim holo, &c: ‘1 ‘will“not have hitn for my ‘God" who
¢atinot moft omnipetently make'me bothto willyand do what he will,
Hsif the \Queftionwere of wharGodeantlo & when'ib 14 oaly o f whit he
doth's < oy s f Godl toerebosid o [vte bim by foree, or b will vior hae
hinm'for his God, - Of ‘the Jarne Spivir 35 D T wile, who took bis Rules
from ihe fame Bracdhwatdin, - Tt is impoflible | faith be’) for a Repro-
hate to live godly, or for an Elect always to live lewdly 5 it s Smpofis
blefor the Reptobates to thah Dammatiofi's and'its impoflible for'the
Elet 0 difobeys whew God will have havethiem to be’ indulbious,
Slire yhefe ‘are gréir fwelling words o Pamsy 30101 e vt
A Jeeing M. Fixmin has fo mich défpifed vie, even s minch 43
Goliah defpifed David ( and rot- only ‘my> felf, but ~the whole Party to
sohom 1 an related ) becanfe of nly low Condition in> the Worlds iand
et throngh Gaod’s Bleffing' T bave for thewioft pire ferved iy Brethren
i1 the Gofpel witHosit ‘Geiniy ¢ bairgeable loiftham,"-( yea my ‘Hands bave
often adniniftred to'the Nideffivies of fomie of thems forwhich all Glory
be given to God. ) Let bin know that 1 amveady (if the Lord will )
0 engage bim oriany of shis Partyin this Controver[yytho my Edication
and Acdomplifiments lbe far fhore.of bis. Burcmy Strength is:in the
Niaine of ‘the> Lord, andin: his W ord: da; 1 vruftyiand: fhall not’ fear
bt M can do rrelmes &1 0TLE D P Horra
The Partichlars which Iwill . [by the Grace of God) maintain, are g

befe. ‘ j
& { That'God did not decree anyof the fiuful Aftions of Men, bup |
Bath by bis holy W ord forbidden them. A
iy That wo dying Infants hall periflin. Helliflx Torments. i

3. That the Baptized Churches'( whory he_ (cornfully calls Anabapa 5
tiffs) are the only trly conftitured Churches in the World, )

THO. GRANTHAM,

The'™
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Againft M, Giles Firmin, and Mr. Jofeph Whifton :
Who hold, _
That many dying Infants are damned ;

The Second Paet,

Againft Scripture, and againft Reafon.

CHAP L

M. Firmin : He tells us, in his Preface, Thar

(o) b;gin with
the Covenant, (Gen. 17.7-) holds [till with Believers and
their Seed——unlefs the Anabaptifts can fhew s where

God hath exprefly repealed that Covenant. And he quotes
he Promife, Gal.

;;M Gal. 3.209. as if the Covenant, Gen. 17.7. and t
ﬂfﬂ 3. 29. were the fame; which is a very great Miftake.
y Becaufe the Covenant, Gen. 17. was made with the Seed of A4-
| brabam according, to the Flefh, (and the Text, Gal. 3. 29. fpeaks
4 g only of the Seed of Abraham according to the Spirit ) hence it is
‘;df {aid, Gen, 17.13. My Covenant fhall be in your Flefh : and, Verf-
& 1o. the Covenantis deferibed by God himfelf in thefe words, This#
my Covenant which ye (hall keep between me and yois, and thy Seed
after thee 5 Every Man-child among you [hall be circimeifed. But the
Text, Gal. 3+ 29 is quite another thing, as will appear by veading it3
And if ye be C brift’s, then are ye Abraham’s Seed,and Heirs according
10 the Promife. Which Seed, according to THE PROMISE, is de-
{cribed and diftinguifhed from the Seed of Abrabam according to
THE FLESH ; In the fame place, 1ia‘n thefe words, 7er/ 26, 27,23.
¢
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Te are all the Children of God by Faith in Chrift Fefin. For as

of you as have been baptized into Chrift, hﬂwj;z {n Chrift, 1’311;::{

_isneither Jew nor Gentile, there is neither Bond nor Free, there is ye;.

' ther-Male nor Female :, for ye are all one in Chrift Fefus. Which .
deniably (hews, that thele’ Covenants, Gen. 17. and Gal. 3. were
not the fame 3 for in the one there is the greateft diftinétion that ever
‘was between Jew and Gentile ; the Jew being bound to be Circum-
cifed, but'the Gentile not bound to he Circumcifed ; they might be
( and were ) accepted ( fearing God ) withoutit, Here Bond-mep
in Abrabam’s Houfe' muft be Gircumcifed, elfe not in this Covenant,
Gen..17. But the Gentiles might be (and many of them were )
in the Covenant of Grace, though not Circumcifed, elfe we muit
damn all the Gentiles by wholefale which were not Circumcifed, and

- all their dying Infants throughout the World. Here is likewife a di-

ftinction between Aale and Female, the one muft needs be Circumci--

fed, the other not. And therefore what could Mr. F. have brought
more fully to confute his Opinion, viz. That the Covenant, Gen.17.
7. and that Gal.3.29. are the fame, when both the Covenants,
and the Qualifications of the Perfons in thefe Covenants (as cove-
nanted Perfons ) are fo evidently difiinguifhed ¢ But here I fhall refer
the Reader to my laft and moft Friendly Debate, where this Argu-
ment is more fully handled. R v

But now Mr. F. as blindly as boldly, tells the World this Story,
My Father being a Son, ( faith he ) and my Mother a Danghter of A~
braham 5 This Covenant (meaning that mentsoned Gen. 17.) ran
down to bis Seed.  And yet it’s certain, neither his Father nor Mo-
ther were born of Abrabam’s Seed according to the Flefh, nor Cir-
cumeifed, and yet God teftifies that was the Covenant, and that was
the Seed there meant. And thofe whom Mr. F. uncivilly calls Ana-
baptifts, can eafily prove, that the Covenant of Circumcifion is ex-
prefly repealed 5 and therefore unlefs Mr. F. can fhew that God made
two Covenants with Abrabam in Gez. 17. ( which ‘1 think no Man
in his Wits will undertake ) he has quite loft himfelf, and his Father
~and Mother too. And that the Covefant of Circumcifion is re~

pealed, feec Afts 21. 21, 25. compared with Gal. 5. 1,2, 3.,

What therefore Mr. Firmisr would build upon this- Prefumption,
Thai his Father was a Son, and his Mother a Daughter of Abraham,
according to the Covenant Ges. 17. will come to noughts for
though perhaps his Father and Mother were good People, yet per-
haps they might be otherwife, orat leaft very erronions in Matters

- E
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of Religion, as well as himfelf 5 yea, they might be i

Covenant made with Abraham’s Spititual }Slccd;% for algntohri::?gt ([)f; e
fallibly knows : How- then does the Covenant, Gal,3.29. Tun doz:_
t0 him from them ? Certainly thefe ave fuch Llncertainties, as no wjg
Man will build upon them. And yet Mr. F. tells us, Here he bad a

I had rather belicve St. Panl than Mr. F. for
though he could plead himfelf a Sonof Abraham ( much better than
M. F. ) according to Gen. 17 being an Hebrew of the Hebrews,
and Circumeifed the eighth Day : Yet all thefe things he does not count
a Price in bis hand, but counts them Lofs and Dung for Chriff, Phil.

3: 4, 5+ And yet his Fatherand Mother might be as much the Chil-

dren of God as Mr. Firmin's 2 Why then does M. F. preftr himfelf
to St. Paxl becaufe of his Father and Mother 3. Who would think

that a2 wife Man fhould thus delude himfelf with Fancies? Let him

confider Phil. 3. 4 to 10.

But we have more Fancies yet:
MOthcr, he will claim a right to many Promifes in Scripture,
in Exod.20. 6. But what if his Father, &. did not keep God’s
Commandments 2 As I am fure they did not, when they did Sprin-
Kle and Crofs their Giles Firmin s but they profaned the Name of
the Lord, doing that in his Name which he required not at their
Hands ; and they did not only leave undone to themfelves, what God
commanded in the cafe of Baptifin of Repentance, but laid an ¥
Fonndation for theix Son Giles, to be pervexfly obftinate againt God
in that part of his Will to this Day. -

But let us fee his next Scripture, Deut. 30 6. Now, how will
he prove that his Father’sHeart, or his own, either was Circumcifed
in Infancy, ¢o love the Lovd with all the Hearty as the Text hath
it? He can never prove this, and God knows his Heart is hard-
ned againft fome part of God’s Willy and therein he loves not God
to this Day. ’

His next Quotation is Pfal. 112, 2+ His Seed fhall be mighty #p=
an.Earthz, the Generation of the Vpright [hall be bleffed. How
mighty M. F. is, is very well known, yct there are as mighty as he
that differ from him about the meaning of Gen. 17. And why mutt
this Text be meant of Infants ? 1 have not read of mighf)”lﬂfamﬂ
And are there 10 Bleflings for the poox Infants of fuch as are not
upright ? And, poor Man! how wilt thou prove thy Father and Mo-
ther upright in the cafe of Infant-Sprinkling ? Was not their Fear to-
wards God thexein, and thine too, taught by the Precepts of Men?

B 2 all

price in his hand. ~ But

For by virtue of his Father and
as that
2



4 The Infants dovocate.

and then it was but vain Worlhips and what mighty things that
Worlhip will produce, time will fhow. :

" His next is Prov.20.7. The juft Man walketh in bis Integrity
bis Children are bleffed after bim. But a jufk Man, walks in all rb;
Commandmentstand Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs, Luke 1. g,
But thus did not Mrx. Firmin’s Father and Mother, when they got
him fprinkled and croffed in Infancy. And did not God blefs ‘the
Children of thofe who were not upright, whofe Carcaffes fell - ip
the Wildernefs ? Yea, he brought their Children into the Land of
Promife : And why may not the fame Gracious God blefs, and: fave
too, even the Infints of ill Men, as well as the Infants of goad
Men, if they die in their Infancy ? Who can bring a Charge a- -
gainft either , fecing God hath faid, The Son Jhall not bear the
dniquity of the Father but the Soul that finneth it fhall die 2 All
Souls are his, as the Soul of the Father, {o the Soul of the Son 3 and
he hath Mercy as well as Juftice for them all.

Mr. Firmin's lalt Text is, Ifa.43.3. 1 am the Lard thy God,
the Holy One of Iixacl thy Savionr 5 1 gave Egypt for thy Ranforn,
Ethiopia and Sheba for thee. Now as this Text proves nothing
for Mr. Firmin in his Infancy, though fprinkled, more than for m§ -
Children who were not baptized till they believed 5 {0 neither does
it prove, that God had no Mercy for the dying Infants of thefe Va-
tions.  For though God juftly punifhed the Wickednefs of thefe Na-
tions, yet he could not be unmerciful to the Innocent Babes, (o far
at lealt as not to calt them. into Hell with their wicked Parents, be~
caufe he has folemnly promifed the contrary, Ezek, 18. 3, 4, 20.
Yea, he hath confirmed this Promife with an Oath; and yet our
perverle Preshyterians will ufe this Proverb, The Fathers have eaten
fowr Grapes, and the Childrens ( yea, the Infants ) Teeth are fer om
edge. And feeing the Lamb of God hath taken away the Sin ofi
the World, which came by the Teeth of Adam, the infirmity of
their Nature ( which they couldmo way avoid ). fhall not caft them
mto Hell's for Chrift came to feek and to fave thofe. which were ‘oft;
and could not help it. ¢

Thus 1 have briefly confidered Mr. Firmin’s Scriptures, which ¥
grant were not written to fill up Paper (as M F, Jpeakss) and Tadd,
neither were they written to make Men proud of their Fathers and
Mothers, 10 as to defpife others as not concern’d in- the Bleffings of
she Covenant of God’s Grace, becaule they had not fuch Fathers and
Mothers. as Mr. Firmin had.. But to make an end of his Childifty -

: ’ Valk.




The Second JRart, 5

Talk about his Father and Mother s it will be impoflible for him to
prove them to be People of God, if we hold him t0 his own Rules
which he gives to others in thatcafe. For itr Pag.34. of his.Plea,
he thews how a People may be faid to be God's People, and God,
their God, 1. When they ackpowledg God to be the only true God,
and their God, 2. When they worflip hiza with his own Wor[hip anly.
3. When they profefs bis Truths, Dottrines and Words for their Rule.
4« When they do covenant_and engage themfelves, ;. | v 1 vt o
Surely ‘thefe Rules being clofely obferved as meceffary to. the true
Chim to be! God’s People, they ‘will exclude'both Mr. F. and his
Father and Mother, whether we confider their Infancy, in which they
knew nothing of thofe Rules, and {o could not obfexve them s or
their State fince they came to Years; their Worthip. being 7ot God’s
Worflip onlys nor did’ they ever engage themfelves in’ the Oxder pre-
feribed in God’s Word, to wit, by the Baptifuh of Repéntance for Res
miffion of ‘Sins ; and other ways without thisy 1 know none! forany:
Perfon to enter into Covenant with God in a Church-way,-appsinted,
of God, nor can Mr. Firmin (hew any fuch thing. . In Pagl2. Mr. F.
having fet down the Scriptures before mentioned, then és pleafed to tell
w5, He believed; he bighly prized, he” bagg’d thel fulfilleng.of . thewm
many Years, being willing to have Absahan’s’ God to. bt b Gady and,
be willing to be his, as Abraham and my Father were ({aith he.) .[And
fince be had promifed Bleffings: feveral times, but did wot [pecify what
Bleffings, I chofe {filith he y my Bleffings, all [piritual Bleffings s
Chrift Fefus. Surely Mr. F. cannot now deny. but Men have fome
freedom of Will through God’s Mercy.: For if Mr. F. might, and
did doall thefe things, and finally ‘¢hufe what Bleflings he thought
pood, why may not other Men do {0 too as well as he ? T never
knew any of " thofe, who are malicioutly call'd Free-willers by our late
peevifh C alvinifts, write mote about the Liberty of Mans Will in {o
few words than he has done here, nor was he wholly paffive in his
Converfion, as he is fometimes pleafed to dictate, but if this Stery
be true, he was very aétive, and. that for many Years. But now
i}c will fhamefully contradiét himfelf, for he prefenty. ceils. us
LR

I was troubled- [everal Tears about Legal Preparations, and Quali-.
ﬁ_cmzom of Promifzs, which I do not tvaLﬂdcr, tho Mr.Grantham and. -
his Seft are never troubled abour, being aétive mot'paffive i their ewn
begerting. ~ See how Prejudice blinds the Man ! He muft needs be
active who far many. Years before be chofe, bezg'ds bclicv’d}.’,; alnld‘
Highly
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hiehly prized the fultilling of Promifes, and then chofe, both what
God he would, being willing t9_have Abraham’s God. for bis God ;
And he chofe tao what Bleffings he wanldy evervall Spivitnal Bleffings i
Chrift Jefus. But this is’ not true, foy he does yet feject the Gounfel
of God with lis fore-F arhers the Pharifees, Luke 7+ 29,

O unwife Man ! that thou mayft abufe T ho. Grantham, thou wile
be only paflive in thy Gonverfion, and yet 0 dance round again, tells
us within a few Lines in Anfwer to this Queftion, Would I take bim
for my God, \and give-my [felf up to bim 2 This ( faith he) 1 found
my Heéart willing to s, Sure this Man was 10t wholly paffive 5 but
¢ruly 1-think Pride and Folly hath blinded him that he knows not
what he writes.

" And now he falls to boafting of his Parents dedicating bim in Bap-
yif, and of bis Bapn'ﬁml Covenant ; and yet he never made fuch
Covenant, and it’s 0 be feared he never will. So when he has
ftiupgled about  his Father and Mother, and the great things they
did for him when they aofs’d and fprinkled him 5 He only brings

forth Wind, and feeds himfelf with the Eafl-wind, yea he feedeth on

Afhes (even Mens Inventions) 4 deceived Heart bath turned him afide,
S that e cannot deliver bis Seul, nor beware of this lying Tradition
(})f lzloedo-ramiﬁn which he holds in his Right-band, and on his Fore-
head. : ‘ :
And now this pretended Covenanter with God, comes boldly to
break the Law of God in another cafe (thus did not Abraham ) he
will have his Blood Puddings tho God hath faid thou fhale not eat
ds all believing Gentiles as well-as Jews to ab-

Blood, but comman v
{tain from Blood, A 15 where the beft of General Councils, di-

se@ed by the Holy Gholty decrees ‘Blood-cating unlawful, and yet
they underftood Levit. 17. 10. better than M. Firmin, who now,
with his jecundum arter, thinks to do me a Difgrace, and himfelf
a Kindnels 3 and feeing he makes himfelf Sport, to make the Mirth
more ufeful to him, hearken to- this Ditty, as afit Comment for his
prefiunptuous Speech, viz. 1 will eat a blood Pudding if it be prepas

ved fecundum arterm.

Lo Doitor Firmin, mounted upon high,
As if ( poor Soul ) be were a Deity :

So wills he, and [0 aits he, his vain pleafure 1

Diretts Blooding-eating as #s proper meafure,

Tho
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" Tho God fo)*bid:; for Blood he gof,;fﬁz g'o'qdjﬂg,_ ‘
If drt be in’t, he fears not God 4 Pudding.

But Reader, be pleafed to know that here D, Firmin has fet his_
Will againft the Will of Gody which beforé the Law was forbidden,
Gen g. And again forbidden in the Law; Levit. 17, And againit
was forbidden in the Gofpel.  And what then'is Mr. F. that ke thould
thus fet himfelf againft Heaven’s Authority ? Yea he defpifes better
Antiquity next to the holy Scripture, than any he can bring for In-
fant-fprinkling, which fhews the great Patiality of the Man, fecing
he cannot’ be ignorant of ' thefe things, being a Man of reading, and
vet will pretend to fee both Scripture and Antiquity for, Infant-
Baptifin, which yet could never be found by any Man that had his
Eyes open, many of his own Perfwafion confefling, there is no Serip-
ture for Infamt-Baptifm, nor any juft Evidence of it for about two
bundred Tears after Chrift. :

Some do weakly obje& that faying of Chrift, That which goes into

the Man dyfiles nots which we readily grant, and therefore do ac-
knowledg, that neither Blood nor Mecats offered ‘to Idols can defile

us, but it is the cating thefe things againft God’s Prohibition that de-
files Men.  The Fruit which 4dam did eat did not defile him, for
that which goes into the Man defiles nots but his eating it when
God had ferbidden it, that was Sin, and Sin defiled him, and Sin will
defile his Pofterity. Hence we find that the Faithful made Confcience
of abftaining from Blood in the early times of the Gofpel. Enfeh.
L 5. c. 1. tells us of one Biblims,a Chriftian Woman, having that
Slander objected againft her, that the Chriftians did eat and devour
Infants, fhe rveplied, how counld that be, when we are not fuffered to
eat the Blood of Brute Beafts? And Tertullian made the farne De-
tence againt the fame Slander, and bids his Adverfaries et their Evyor
blufh. Sce Dr. Du-Veil on Aéks 15, P-39.
_In Pag. 3. Mr, F. would excufe certain Untruths which he pub-
h(hcd_ in_his laft, by faying they came from my own Party 5 but
affigning no Perfon by Name, they rermain his own : but he adds
new Stories, That fome body fhould tell fome body  (-for:he names
1o body ) thar they would fet a Taylor to difpute with M. F. And
then he very malicioufly infers, I fee this Taylor is a grear Man in the
.4n’abaptz/h Conceits and bis own too elfe hyc would not have carried
bimfelf fo proudly in the drminian Point, &c, upon this ‘gro?;m;,
‘ aith
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faith he, finding bim a Scoffer; and one 1 under(Fand that deni <
sunion. with “all Churches but dipp’d Churches, I did nor ff:;.,c i
with that Refpelt which 1 have done other Men,  And indeed his gr::::

bufinefs is to load me with Reproaches and Contempt, which I'fha)y

bear with rejoycing.:
' As for his Story here it may be astrue as the former, yet if any were

fo imprudent, T am forry 3 however as to his Difdain, becaufe in m
Youth I ufed the Imployment of my Father, who was both 2 Far}[
mer and a Taylor ( thomy Employ for many Years to get my Bread
has been by farming) I (hall only bequeath him thefe few Lines. i

Mechanick Difpatants! *gainft thefe yon grutch :
But was not Paul, yea and oir Saviour fuch ?
"T'he one made Tents 5 and Holy Writ dves call
Him Carpenters who was the Lora of all.

And whilfp Mechanicks follow thefe they fear not

Your Learned Shifts, for to difpute, you dare not.
Nor [ball I heed the Flouts of Doctor Firmin,

Whofe Phyfick flinks, becanfe tis mix’d with Vermin.

Tor the Arminian Point, furely T have not carried my {elf proud-
ly therein, nor does Mr. F. fhew me in what Paffage 1have done fo.
I have read little of Arminins ( nor am 1 of his Mind - in fome things,
elpecially ifhe deny Imputative Righteoufnefs,as {ome do object again(t
him) he is not my Doétor, tho perhaps he was in fome things as deler-
ving as Mr.F. But with what truth can he fay, he gave me no occation
to meddle with that Point, when he does fo continually limit the
Grace of God to* Abrabar, and his Seed, according to the Tenour
of the Covenant of Circumcifion? Gen. 17.  Thele are his words,
Script. Warrant, p.20. 1 tell yow —— Godwas pleafed to m ake 4
Covenant with Abraham, and with none other bur Abraham, that he
would be his God, and the God of bis Seed, and fealed this Covenant ;
by which Covenant and Seal God did [eparate and divide all Abra-

fiam’s Seed from the World.  Thus he makes God the Ged of Abra-

bam and His Seed only, not of Melchifedec, nor any other,

Now, Sir, either you
the Covenant of Grace, an
were under the Covenant of Grace,
mant, Gen, 17. and might be faved as we

do hold ' that this Covenant, Gen. 17. was
d none but it, or elfe you hold that others
who were not under this Cove-
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tho not concern’d in that Covenant and Seal mentioned Gen. 17. If
you hold the latter, then we are agrecd > but if you hold the former,
then you damn all the World, old and young, who were not under
the Covenant made with' Abrabam, Gen.17. and fealed with Gircum-
cifion, which'is fo bloody a Docrine, as will make your Heart ake
when you rightly ponder your Confequence. By this that hath been
faid you may perceive there is a neceflity to hold, without doubting,
" that the Covenant of Grace was not taken from all the World, an}d
limited to Abrabam and his Seed, but that gracious Covenant flill
was continued to all Mankind, as much as before the Covenant of
Circumcifion was made. But yet this is a great Truth, that no Co-
venant was. made and confirmed till now, that Chrift (hould be born
of the Sced of Abrabam rather than of any other righteous Man, and
this together with, a mumerons Pofterity, and a Land flowing with
Milk, and Honey, were indeed the peculiar Covenant-Bleffings confir- -
med to Abraharn arnd his Seed, infomuch that thus he was the God of
Abrabam and bis Seedonly. But to infer from hence, that now there
was no Mercy or Salvation for any that were not in this Covenant
made with dbrabam, Gen.17.is o fillya kind of Argumentation, that
it is to be contemned, it has fo odious a RefleCtion upon a gracious
God, whofe tender Mercies are over all his Works ; and who was
never any Refpecter of Perfons, but always, and in every Nation,
fuch as feared God and wrou?ht Righteoufnefs were accepted with
him, according, to the means of Grace which he gave them.

In fhort, I will ( God affifting ) abide by this, That a Covenant
of Grace was made with whole Adam, Gen. 3. 15. that this Cove-
nant was not leffened at all by the Covenant made with Abrabam ;
that none fhall lofe the benefit of the Covenant of Grace, but thofe
who fin themfelves out of it by loving Darkne(s rather than Light,
And here let Mr. F. oppofe if he pleafes,

G H APt

IN Pag. 5. Mr. Firmin {eems much difpleafed that T reprefent him
as being of Opinion, that if Ifaac bad died before be was eighe
days oldy he had not been faved. "This he callsan abominable Falf-
hood, and fays he never shought fo.  Well, 1 am glad of that; but

G let
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\et us fee whether his words will clear him, for I would not wron
him for all the World, tho I may mifiake him unwillingly. 6

In Pag. 6. of my Infants Advocate, 1 {3y, Mr. Firmin counts i¢
an Error in me, for fuppofing if laac had dicd before he was eigh
days old, be had been Javed. So (faith he) this Covenant might have
been [pared.  The [ame (faith he ) T may fay of Baptifim, this is the
Haxp oF THE SPIRrT, to convey Spiritnal Bleffings to the Hearts of
fome Infants— And he further faith, that be cannot conceive bow st
“can confift with the Wifdon, Holine[s and Goodnefs of God, to infti-

tute an Ordinance in bis Church for Spivitual and Savine Ends, and
STRICTLY command this Ordinance to be adminifired to fuch Subjetts
s Children of eight days oldy and he not work, with his own Inftitu-
tion when and where he pleafes 5 this Subjelt having NEED of the Spi-
vitual Good [ignified and fealed thereby, it doth implicitly charge the
- Inftiention with Vanity, * :

I anfwer to all which, T fav, cither Mr. F. did count it an Errpr
in me to hold, that Jfaee and other Infants dying without Circum-
cifion might be faved, and {o Circumcifion not neceffary to the Salva-

tion of Infants, or he did not. If not, then there is no diffr:)renccx,!b

why then did he {o reflect upon me, and not upon me only, but
upon the Wifdom, Holine[s and Goodnefs of God, medily becaufe
1do fuppofe, or teach, that Circumifion might in_this refpect bave
been fpared.  And what means his Demand ? Dath the moft High
make vain Covenants # Does he not here fuppofe Circumcilion was
in vain, if Infants Salvation were_as fure without itas withit? Now
I never {aid the Covenant of Circumcifion was in vains I know, and
did fhew, that it was ordained for very great Ends 3 but I deny that
God ordained it as needful for the Salvation of Infants, and 1 alfo
{hewed that many both Adult Perfons and Infants (even all dying
Infants) were faved without Circumcition, and '} inftanced in di-
vers of the Patriarchs, who lived after Circumcifion was inftituted,
yet they were not obliged, nor their Infants, to be circumciled,

Now for this Doétrine:Mr. Firmin clamours againit me, as making
the Covenant of Circumcifion to be a vain Covenant: And what
can fuch Clamours fignify againft me, unlefs he make Circumcifion’
necéflary to the Salvation of Infants ? ¥ profefs I can make no other
Senfe of hié Outcties againft me in this cafe.  For he calls Gixcum.
cifion Tue Hanp of the Spivit for faving Ends to fome Infants:
If then Ifaac, or any other Infants, were faved without Circumcilion,
the Spirit faved them without the Hand of the Spirit, which is

firange 3
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firange 5 nay, he does not know how God can be either wife, holy or

aod, if hedo not fave Infants by this Hand from the time it was
inftituted 5 for, he makes the Command of Infant-Circumcifion /o
ftrict, “and the Need of Infants fo great, of the things fignified
and  fealed by Circumcition, that to hold they are faved as well
without it, as with it, # does implicitly charge the Inftizution with
Vanity. ; ;

Now I do profefs to believe that our gracious God never ordained
Circumcifion to be neceffary to the Salvation of any Infants, nor do
I believe it was the Hand of the Spirit to fave Infants, but it was
" ordained to keep the Seed of Abrabam diftiné from other Nations, as
the Seed from whom Chrift fhould proceed, as God had promifed to.
Abrabam, Gen. 12. and to be a Monitor to the Children of Jfracl, -
to keep themfelves pure from Defilements, and in that it was ad-
iminiitred to Infants, it pleafed God fo to order it, for the admifli-
on of them to other Rites in the Jewith Church, and for that it was
more eafy to be bom in Infancy, than when grown to Maturity,
but not to be the Hand of the Spirit to [ave Infants, as Mr. F, un-
warily teaches.

Again, Pag. 7
whilft Infants are uncapa

3. of his Seript. Warrant, Becaufe we hold that
ble to know Good or Evil, and dying in

that State, they are all faved; Mr. F. cties out deridingly, O happy
Children who die in [uch a State! But hold a little, are they afl
juftified and faved? then it muft be by the Covenant of Grace: and
Shall they be wnder-the Covenant SO, @ to beina juftified and faved
State by.it, and not bave the Seal of the Covenant ? To this Ianiwer :
Firft, It is certain that Infants of feven days old wete as favingly un-
der the Covenant of Grace as Infants of eight days, and. Female

Tnfants allo in the time of the Law, and yet no Seal belonged to
them in Mr. F’s own Senfe. And therefore this his unwary Queltion
being rightly taken, is as if he had faid, none that are under the Co--
venant of Grace SO as to be juftified and faved by it, muft be de-.
nied Circamcifion under the Law, nor Baptifm under the Gofpel : and
then he finds fault with God himfelf, becaufe he did not allow Cir-
cumcifion to the Males of .dbraham’s Houfe that died before the cighth
day, and becaufe he did not appoint it for his Females, nor for the
Infants of the other Patriarchs, If he deny this, then this muft be
his Senfe, That no Infants are under the Covenant of Grace SO as
to be juftified and faved by it, unlefs they were circumcifed undex

the Law, and baptized under the: Gofpel. Now.ho both thefe he
-  Ca2 ; great
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great Errors, yet the latter fcems to be his Senfe rather than the for
mer. Let him fay what he will, he has entangled himfelf in On‘
of thefe palpable Erroxs s otherwife let him meet me in the Truthc
and confels Infants Salvation neither was, nor is the lefs certain fog
their niot being circumcifed in the Law, nor baptized in the Gofpel
and then the Controverfy is ended. - :

And what fays he lefs in his laft, than he faid in his Script, War-

. yant ? Thefe are his words, Tho there be no fuch abfolute neceffity
yet when God inftitutes ary Ordinance, there is a neceffity lies npo;;
us to obferve his Inftitution reverently,  And 1 do believe God doth
convey Grace by them— God ftuittly charged this Ordinance to be
adminiftred to Infants of eight days old, which could not co-work,
with bim in the Adminiftration of it 5 then be bimfelf muft do st
elfe the Spiritnal Ends could not be attained. Lo here, does h;
ot tie God himfelf to Circumcificn in the Salvation of Infants? for
unlels God work by it, he fays the Spiritual (and formerly he faid
faving) Ends cannot be attained 5 and unlefs God work thus in the
“Adminifiration of Circumcifion to Infants, he faysin the very next
words, there is only a Sign, but not the Thing fignified, fo the Ords-
wance 35 but in vainy and Mr, Firmin {ays the fame of Infant-
Baptifm which he fpeaks of Infant-Ciicumcifion. I think he is not
far from the Papifts Opus operatum in this Difcourfe.

And here 1 deny that Circumcifion was,or that Baptifm is the Hand
of the Spirit to convey Grace to Iofants ; 1 grant indecd, that Bap-
tifim, in a true Recipient, {ignifies our Death to Sin, and minifterially
declares our Interefi in Chrilt crucitied, to wath away our Sins, and
therein we do fymbolically put on Chrift, to profefs his Gofpel, and
walk in newnefs of Life. But I do further fay, that we are not .
made Chriftians by Baptifm, but we are baptized in Teftimony that
we are Chriftians. Hence our Saviour made Difciples ( that is, Chri-
ftians ) before they were baptized, Repent and be baptized. If theu
Delieveft with all thy Heart, thon mayft be baptized. Who fees not here
that the work of Regeneration, 15 antecedent to the walliing of Re-
generation ? And to conclude this, let me freely fpeak two things.

Firft, That God did not inftitute Circumcifion as a thing needful
for the Salvation of any Infants 3 for had it been made needful for
Salvation, it would have been inftituted for all Il}fants, they equally
having need of Salvation as much as any. *But it was appointed for
very few Infants, even in Ifraely in comparifon of the whole of that
Number: And 1do alfo fay, that God never appointed Baptifm to
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be needful for the Salvation of any Infants, for indeed he never ap-

ointed it for any one of them, nor could the wifeft that ever ma-
naged that Cauft, fhew an Inftance that ever {o much as dne Infant
was baptized in the Apofiles days, nor any Divine Warrant to bap-
¢ize them: And Learned Menof that way fay, There is no Scripture
or it.
. Secondly, Though I thus fpeak, I do not go about to invalidate
Sacred Baptifms for [ believe, that where the Gofpel is preached, and
Men bave opportunity o be baptized, if then Men thall xeject rhe
Baptifm of Repentance for Remiffion of their Sins, info doing they
do reje Salvation it felf, becaufe they put the Word of Life from
them 5 for though it be not the Caufe of Eternal Life, yet it is the
Way in which God has promifed to give Life 5 Fle that believeth, and
is baptized, fhall be faved, Mark 16, 16, ~ But the Pharifees and
Lawyers vejetted the Counfel of God againft themfelves, being nos
b?ptized. And affuredly, had Saul rejeted the Gofpel in that part
of it, when he was fo roundly commanded to arife and be baptized,
A5 22. 16, he had certainly put the Word of Life from him. And
therefore, let Mr. F. and all fuch as he, confider how they will anfwex
it to Almighty God in their rejecting his Command : Adts 2. 38. Re-
pent, and be bapeized every one of you in the Name of Fefws Chrift,
for the Remiffion of your Sins,  Suxe this will rife up in Judgment a-
gain(t them, when God fhall judg the Secrets of Men according to
the Gofpel': Nor let them flatter themfelves with their Sprinkling,
inftead of Sacred Baptifiny for, therein they have tranfgreffed the
Law of Chrift, changed bis Ordinance 5 and fo fax at leatt they have
broken the everlafting, ox unalterable Covenant of the Gofpel, Ifa.

24 §.

C HuAY, "1 LI,

MR. Firmin, pag. 6. fets down the Queftion in thefe wordss
Wb'ethcr the greateft part of dying Infants fhall be damned ?
But here is craft to hide his Opinion, rather than fincere dealing ;
for he knows the Queftion {et down by me, pag. 5. 15, Whether the
%{x;iﬂ”;‘og any part of dying Infants, fhall be damned i hellifh

Now
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4Now ¢hat fome part of dying Infants {hall be dar_rm\Cd in the Judg-
mentof Mr. F. and his Party, Y2, and that part is by the fequel of
" his and their Writings, the greateft part, s very apparent, But he
demands, where be bas writict 27y Juch thing ¢ Well, Sir, 1 have

. d {hall now fhew it you agaip. In pag. 90. of your
{I}’Ili";alwyhoctrl; ;(I:u ¢ie the Salvation of all Infants that fhall be faved,
i having Eaitly fome way, elfe (you fay ) sheymuft ail perifl

And you allow this Faith to no more dying Infants than are ele¢t-
ed; and you plainly enough fhew, in the fame Book, that you do
1ot believe that all dying Infants are eleéted ; no, you do not hold
that all the Infants of Believers arc cleCted ;, and how frequently do
you limit the {aving Ends of Clrcumqﬁgu to fomeInfantsonly 3 and
the fame limitation you make of the faving Ends of Infant-Baptifin
by your when and where God pleafes, plainly fhewing that you do
not believe that God did, or does afford the faving Ends of Circum-
cifion, nor of Baptifm, to all that were Circumcifed in Infancy, or
Baptized in Infancy. And if even among the Circumcifed Infants,
and your Baptized Infants, many may perifh, as that is moft undenia-
bly your Opinion, ( and 1 think you will not for fhame deny it, now
you are brought to the Teft) then it’s eafy to know this devouring
Mon(ter by the bignefs of hss Foot  for then what {hall become of
the Millions of dying Infants of Unbelievers and Idolat_crs ? who
were not Circumcifed; nor axe Rantized.  Sure, according to the
Tenour of your Writing, fome part, yea, and a great paretoo of thefe

dying Infants, muft needs perith, For, -
I doubt you will not be {o kind, to fay, that all thefe dying Infants

have Faith; and then you plainly tell us they muftall perith. And

1 pray, what means al{o your bold Affertion, in your laft piece, p. 11.

where you quote Fobn 3.5, 6. and then tell us, There t no Heaven
for Infants, unlefs they be born of Water and the Spirit ? . Well, Sir,
whatever is the meaning of Fobn 3. 5. this is evident enough, That
unlefs you believe that all dying Infants are born of Waterand the
Spirit, according to Fobn 3. 5. they fhall never come into Heaven in
your judgment : Yea, you plainly tell us, there i no Heaven. for
them: And do you not by this cut off all Infants from the beginning
to this day, who were not born off Water and the Spirit? Or, will
you {ay, that our Saviour now impofes more upon Infants, as necef-
fary for their Salvation, than ever was yet laid upon them ? Pray, Sir,
what Infant can you name that was thus born of Waterand of the
Spirit in Infancy ? ‘and if you know none, then you cannot be fure

that
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that any dying Infant is gone, or (hall go to Heaven.

Again, it appgars that you do not certainly know what is meant by
being born of Water, John 3. 5. You fay it is a controverted Text ;
and you fay, the Anabaptifts may well underftand it of Baptifms P- 13,
and yet, like a ftaggering Man, you dare not deny Baptifmal Water
to be there meant 3 and, furclam, very Learned Expofitors do un=

derftand it of Baptifmal Water 5 and by Kingdom of Heaven they un-

derftand the Church 5 and o the fenfe will be good : for then none but

fuch as give: {ome evidence of the Work of Grace, {and {oare like
the Wind that bloweth, and the Sound is heard ) and alfo b_aptxzcd
with Water; can entex into the Church-Chriftian.  And if this place
be not meant of Baptifinal-Water, then you ( nor any Body elfe )

here intended 5 for if you (as {ome
do) talse it for the Spirit, as the Spirit is {ometime faid to be Living-
Water, then you make our Lord rautologize, to fpeak of one:
thingas if it were two 5 but this is to putan abufe upon our Mafter
Chrift. : O R

However, if we allow you your fenfe, be it this, or that ; yet,
fire | am, you do not believe that all the Infants of Believers, much
lefs that all the dying Infants in the World, were, orare, born of
Water and Spirit, according to Fobn 3. 5. Aud then you fiill {hut
Multitudes of Infants out of Heaven, for by Kingdom of God, you
will have Heaven to be meant in Jokn 3. 5. Now if you do indeed
extend your Charity to all dying Infants, and think them all in a
{avable ftate,, then leave your wrigling and (hifting, and tell the World
{o, that we may know your Mind plainly. The Truth is, you deal
in this cafe, as the Quaker does inhis, whofe chief Art is to hide his
ill Opinions in Ambiguities.

Certainly, this Matter requires the plaineft dealing that may be,.
that poor Chriftians may fee, and others alfo, what ground there is
for the Salvation of theix dying Infants. But I ferioufly proteft unto
you, Mr, F. that according to your Doctrine, no Chriftian can be
fure, that fo much as one_dying Infant, from the beginning of the
World to thisday, was faved 3 becaufe it is impofible for them to-
prove that any one Infant was ever born of Water and the Spirit, ac-
cording to Fohn 3.5. And if not, then according, to your Doctrine,,
they cannot tell whether there be any Heaven for any dying Infant in:
the Worlds nonot thofe very Infants which Chrift took in his Arms
and blefled 5 for none can prove that they were born of Water and:
Spirit, according to Fobn 3. 5. fo uncertain docs M. Firmin make
the Chriftian Faith concerning Infants, "Thus.
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Thus, Sir, by God’s Providence, you have more makedly difco=
vered your cruel Opinion concerning, dying Infants than formerly ;
and bleffed be God that it is now firipp'd fo naked by your felf, and
by your Partner, who is within our Call: So that now I hope it will
be duly lathed by the Lord’s faithful Witnefles, even out of the
World, as a mmrtherons, and God-difhonouring, and Scripturele(s
Opinion 5 ‘and that which has indeed caufed all our I?iﬁﬁons concern-
ing Sacred Baptifm : For when Men got into_this Opinion, that
none could be faved unlefs they were born of Water, 4. ¢. baptized.
Then, and not till then, was Tnfant-Baptifin eftablifhed by Anathermas
againit thofe who oppofed it, yea, and againft all that dared to fay,

Infants might be faved without it+ Thus it wasdecreed in the Afri-
can Conncily to fend Men to Hell (as far as_they could do it ) for
{peaking Truth, for {peaking in God’s behalf, who is merciful to the
chief of Sinners, and therefore cannot.be cruel to poor Infants: And
truly, could this Error be rooted out of the Minds of Men, our
Controverfies about Infant-Baptifm would come toan end for let

Men talk what they pleafe, theinward Thought, both of Papifts and

Proteftants, ( as they are called ) is, ¢hat their Infants are born again

of Water and the Spirit when they bave {prinkled them.

But now mark what follows. :

In pag. 9. Mr. E. tellsus, Whether God regenerates all Infants, or
the greater, or the leffer pars of Infants, 1wrote not one word ( faith
he ); How [honld 1 know what God hath not revealed ¢ And then
what is become of his Plea for Infants, or his Scripture Warrant ¢ie
ther, for baptizing them ? . Heconfefles, If God do nos work_ with the

Adminifiration, it is a vanity. Sure he has now pleaded all Infants
_uncertain of Salvation, even the lefler part of them, {uppofe but two

or three, yet heis uncertain whether God has regenerated them 5 and

etif ever he baptized any Infants, in the form prefcribed by Law, he

{aid of them individually, they are born of Water and the Spirit,

But then he {pake he knew not what,by his own Conlfeffion 5 however

he condemns him that croffed and fprinkled him, and all that Frater-

nity, who conftantly do fpeak what is not revealed 5 and thus goes
the Bufinefs of Infant-Sprinkling. :

" So now we have it, pro confeffo, from Mr. Firmin’s Learned Pen
that he is uncertain whether everany dying Infant was faved. But
hold, he faysalfo, He knows not whether God regenerates all dying In-
fants : Why then there is as much hope for them all, as for any of them
for ought he knows:: Why then. is he my Enemy, for being an Advo~

: oy ¢ cate
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cate for them, againft fuch as condemn o many of them? I may be
right in this Matter for ought he knows 3 let him therefore ceafe to be
my Enemy in this Controverly.

And to gratify him, what I faid before, and he mentions p. 10. the
fame 1 fay now, That Children polluted by Original Sin, fo under con-
demnation, before they come to Heaven, muft be cleanfed from thefe
Pollutions, whethexr Originans, o Originatum, ( as he fpeaks ) for I
confefs both, according to Pfal. 51. 5. Noram I hercin againit my
own Se, tho I cannot fpeak for every particular Perfon. But now let
us hear what fome of your Set have faid concerning the Damnation of
a very great part, and the Salvation of a very {mall part of dying In-

fants.

-

CHAP. 1IV.

HErc 1 could name one of your Seff, who in a great Auditory in
London, did from his Pulpit declare, That Millions of Infants of
here are living Witnefles to teftity

a Span long are yelling in Hell. T
be a Wit- -

this 5 and let this Diabnlical Sentence again(t poor Infants,

nefs againft your cruel Sect for ever.
And what does Mr. Firmin fay lefs in his ridiculous Queftion, p. 14..

where he demands thus 5 Are you fure that Chrift [hed bis Blood” for
cvery individnal Infant intentionally ?  And give me leave to anfwer

him in his own way. ) i
¢ this Queftion into thy Crown? Doft

I prithee Giles how came TOb :
thou not hereby fiuppofe, that Chrift fhed his Blood for fome dying In-
fants for nought? or intending nothing for them thereby ? and yet he
(hed it for them s What ftrange Whimfy put this Folly into thy Brain ?
Would any wife Man (hed his Blood for any Man, and intend nothing
thereby ? Yet thus does your unlearned Queftion refle¢t dithonour

upon our Bleffed Saviour. g :
But perhaps you would have faid, intentionallyto [ave them, And

then 1anfwer, either Chrift intended this,or he did not {hed his Blood
atall for them, but againft them 3 for either he thed it intentionally fo
[ave dying Infants, even all of them, or clle to damn fome of them,
or elfe for nothing : the laft makes him ridiculous, the fecond makes
him cruel, therefore his Intention of dying for all dying Infants, was
to {ave them. By this the Reader may further {ee what cruel thoughts
M. Firmin has towards fome dying Infants.  As for his other Que-

ftions, ( which would make Infants to be Infants when they are Men )
; and
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and other Cavils fcattered, with Slanders and Reproaches, up and
down his latt Pamphlet, 1 (hall take no further notice of them at pre-
{ent 5 but let us hear what Mr. Whifton (one of his Sect) has faid con=

ning dying Infants,
m?[f z{s ﬁrg Wlo];iane, has lately put forth a Book which he calls, The

vieht Method for proving Infant-ﬁapri[m. *Tiis pity it came not out
fooner, if the Book hold proportion with the Title. However, what-
ever it fays for Infant-Baptifm, 1€ fayslittle for their Salvation, and a
great deal for their Damnation.  Letus hear him fpeak, for he fpeaks
very boldly, and doth not mince the Matter as Mr. £.doth.

" Tn p.46. Taver ( faith he ). how cruel focver Imay be judged by
My, Grantham ) that #o Unbeliever can, according to any Divine Rea
welationy have any affured hope, either of their awn, or their Childrens
Salvation, who die in their Infancy. : o

But, good Sir, let us ftate the Cafe fairly 5 The Queltion is not,
What affured Hope an Unbeliever can have of the Salvation of his
dying Infants ? Bue, whether there be any Revelation which fhews
God’s Love to fuch dying Infants, that he will fave them ? As for the
Unbeliever, whilft fuch, it’s little better than filly to ask the Queftion
of him. Now [uppofe the Cafe thus, you were once an Unbeliever,
and you had fome Infants during your unbelieving ftate, who died in
their Infancy. After this you become a Believers 1now demand of
you, whether there be any ground on which to hope the Salvation of
fuch your dead Infants? If there be any ground of Hope in this Cafe,
it muft either be built upon God’s Mercy in giving his Son to dic for
them, notwithftanding your Unbelief, and then there is the fame
ground of Hope concerning other Unbelievers dying Infants as well
as yours 5 for it is not peculiar to one Unbeliever, and not to another,
becaufe God is no refpeéter of Perfons 5 and he bas fhut up all in un-
belief, that he might bave Mercy upon all, Rom. 11. and then fure he
has fome Mercy for all the dying Infants of thofe Unbelievers ; and
here is a ground of hope for their Salvation, thothe Unbeliever know
it not,

If youlikenot this, then fec what muft follow 5 If there be any
ground of Hope for fuch your dead Infants, who died whillt you were
an Unbeliever, then it mult be built upon your Faith, which you re-
ceived after they were dead, and upon your now owning a Covenant-
Intereft for them : But this is to bring in Prayer for the Dead, yea,
Juftification by the Faith of another ?

to make Chrift to have died, or not to have died, for our Infants, aswe
believe or do not believe,, If this be denied, then fee the Conclufion,
it muft be this.. Thefs

or them thatare dead, and {o.
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Thefe your dead Infants, being born when yeu were in anblicf, li-
ving in Wickednefs, one of the chief of Sinners, therefore there is
no hope concerning their Salvation 3 for you did not own a Cove-
nant-Relation for them, but did contemn the Ordinance of God (as

ou call Infant-fprinkling ) therefore they mulft perifh.

And thus at the laft you will fly in the Face of God, who hath
affured us that the Childrenfhall not die for the Iniquity of ‘the Fa-
ther 5 for according to your own Do&rine, had you believed and
own'd their Covenant-Intereft, they had énfallibly been faved, it is
your own Term for thus you {peak.

Pag. 46. All the Sted of Belicverss at leaft- that do own their Ghil~
drens Covenant-Intevefty and do not ont. of Contempe to.the Ordinance

of God, neglect their Baptifm, are infallibly fwved.  This, as the for=

mer, is a very lofty Speech: But I anfwer :

1 doubt your infallible Conclufion here is built upon very fallible
Premifes 5 for you here make the Salvation of the dying Infants of
your Believers to ftand upon the Infallibility of their Parents owning
their Covenant-Intereft for them 5 for a fallible owning the Interelk

will not, T fuppofe, in your Judgment, produce this infallible Effect.
Now then if they chance to fail, and contemn God’s Ordinance
in the cafe of Baptifim, as perhaps Mr. W. docs, for all his heat for
Infant-fprinkling, then is the Salvation of theix dying Infants made
doubtful even by Mr. Whifton himfelf.

O Sir! what is this ? Has our wife and gracious God left dying
Infants in this dangerous Eftate, that they fand or fall eternally with
their Parents ? What Divine Revelation have you for this? How long
fhall it be ¢’re your be fure your Believers do fincerely own their Chil-
drens Intereft in the Covenant? when perhaps they underftand it not,
efpecially as you {et it out from Gen.17. and tl}en vyhat: well-grounded
hope is here, that their dying Infan.ts fhall be infallibly faved ? O how
few do find the fixait Gate! And if becaufe the Adult find it not,
therefore their Infants muft be damned 3 then wo and alas for poor
Tnfants ! it had been good for them they never had been born,  And
if allo theif Parents by your means fhall be found to have hugg'da -
meer human Tradition, even that of fprinkling Infants, inftead of
(and {o contemnn ) the Baptifm of Repentance for remiffion of Sins,

then alfo is the hope of the Salvation (according to your Doctrine )

of their dying Infants made uncertain.
Thus have you'led Men into a Meander to fright them wich a

thouland’ Fears, efpecially if  they be  thinking rand tender: ( forthe

proud Profeffor will go-on without fear) but ;you have yeilded no
’ ‘ D2 {olid
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{olid Comfort at all for them, concerning their dying Infantss nor can
you ever prove your lofty Speech to be true in it felt, That if Believers
come to the pitch you propofe, yet it will not follow, that upon that
ground the Salvation of their dying Infants is infallibly certain, Leg
us therefore confider again what grqund we have from Divine Reve-
lation (‘and not Mens conﬁdc'nt Diéates ) for the Salvation of all
dying Infants; and then Belicvers f{hall have no need to queftion
the Salvation of theirs, nor to build it upon your fandy Founda-
tion. :

Come, Sit, what think you of Numb. 14. 31, 32. But your listle
Ores which ye faid fhould be a Prey, them will 1 bring in, and they
fhall know the Land which ye have defpifedybut as for you your C arcaffes
fhall fall in the Wilderne/s. Now obferve, thefe Rebels frand upon
Record for Unbelievers to this day, Heb. 3. 17, 18, 19. yea they are
noted to be fuch Unbelicvers as did rejeét the Gofpel, Heb. 4. 1, 2.
and {o are propounded as a warniug to us. Hel_xce we have a plain
Divine Revelation, that the little Ones of Unbelievers, and fuch too
as denied their own and their Childrens Intereft in the Covenant, are
not therefore condemned with their unbelieving Parents, as you moft
falfly declare and teachs but they are dccla:redly under the faving
Mexcy of the Lord, at leaft {o far as that their Fathers Sin fhould not
damn them, becaufe it fhould not do them {o muchas a lefler Mif-
chief.

Let us now confider Yonah 4. 11. where our mexciful God fpeaks
his Mind concerning Infants of very wicked People. Should I nov
fpare Nineveh that grear City, wherein are more than fixfcore thonfand
Perfons that cannot difcern g;tmem their Right-band and their Left ?
Do you think that God had only this Compaflion for the Bodies of
thefe Infants, and none at all for their Souls 2. Had they died in the
Ruin of the City, the lofs of all their Lives had. not been o much
as the lofs of one of their Souls to Eternity : fure he who of his
Mercy prevented the lefler, would never have inflicted the greater, in
cafe the City, and they with the reft, had died in the Overthrow.
Now whether thefe wicked Parents underftood God’s Love to their
Infants or not; (as it’s like they knew little of Eternity ) fure I am,
God makes not that any Argument cither for or againft the Prefer-
vation of their Infants; no, that proceeds from his own Goodnefs,
Mercy and Pity towards thems and ’tis not found that the great
Sinmers in Nineveh had any further Senfe than of the prefent Danger,
Methinks a Chriftian but meanly enlightned, may fee fome ground
here to belicve, that the Infants of Unbelicvers are in a far better

Condi-
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Condition than their wicked Parents; yet your cruel Dotrine makes
their Condition the fame as to Eternity 3 yea a Man may fee that even
thefe Infants in Nizeveb are highly in the favour of God, being im-
plicitly declared to be juft Perfons, in Contradiftinétion to the Wicked,
for as much as God does not impute any Iniquity to any of them..
Our Lord fpeaks of fome Perfons which needed no Repentance:: Ican
find no Perfons in the World of whom that Speechis o true, as of
all dying Infants.

Furthermore 5 let us confider Ezek; 18. 1, 2, 3, 4. from hence we
may learn, that that is wicked Doctrine, which makes the Infant li-
able to eternal Death for the Father’s Fault; yea, it is a Doctrine to
be exploded ;5 God forbids it to be ufed, even there where the Fathers
fed upon fowr Grapes, even Idolatry, by which they.rana whoring
fiom God.  Behold, faith God, all Souls are mine, as the Soul of the
Father, fo alfo the Soul of the Son is mine. The Soul that finneth it
fhall die, and none elfe.

‘And here by the way, take notice that Men derive not their Souls
from their flefhly Parents, but God formeth the Spirit in Man, Zech.
12. 1. and therefore from the Immortal God (as his Gift, Ecclef,
£2.7.) in a way unknown to us, it has its being, Ecclef. 11.5. who
is therefore rightly called the F. ather of Spiritsyand that in diftin¢tion
from the Fathers of onr Flefby Heb. 12.9. yea, he is the God of the
Spirits of -all Flefh, 1. e. all our Souls are his, and as their Father, they
derive from him, as his Gift, and o we are bs Off-fpring, A&. 17. 28,
20. and hence the Soul is immortal, cannot be Killed by Men, God,
only can punith it. And hence we miy rationally conceive that the
Fathers of our Flefh cannot, fhall not, be able to damn them by their
Unbelief. No, God will preferve them, if. they do not rebel againft
him, both they and the Bodies in which they dwell, for the Son fhall’
not dic eternally for the Iniquity of the Father, tho {ometimes tempo-
rally they may. » )

Let us conclude with our Saviour’s Teftimony concerning Infants,
That of fuch are the Kingdom of God,and heblefled a part,asa pledg .
of the whole, for he does not limit that Speech to exclude fo much
as one Infant from Heaven, nor is st the Will of God that one of them
foould perifh ¢ For that excellent place, Math. 18, 10,11, 12,13, 14
is as truly applicable to all dying Infants,as toany other Perfon what-
(vever. Indeed they, as well as grown Perfons, were loft, but bleffed
be God, Chrift came to feek and to fave that which was loff.  So then,
this Grace of Salvation, extends it {cIf to all that were loft in .A4dam,

and fo undenialy to all dying Infants, whao never finmed after the
' fimili-
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Gimilitude of Adam’s Tranigreflion, Rom. 5. 1§nd now we fear not
the Duft which Mr. Whifton hath raifed about his uncertain Infallibi-
lity of the Salvation of his Believers Infants. No, 1no, t.hc Sgilvation
even of thofe Infants, as well as other dying_Infax.lts, is built upon
2 more fure Foundation than the Fancies and vain Di¢tates of Mr. Jo-

feph W hifton.

CHAP. V.

R. Whifton is pleafed to take notice of fome part of my Laft and
M moft Friendly Dcbate concerning Infam-Baprifm, And he la-
bours to uphold this late Invention, That Circumoifion was a Gofpel-
Ordinance, which was denied by the Ancients, as I thew in that
Book, p:6,7. Surely Mr. Whifton, and fuch as he, had they lived
in the Apofiles days, would have firengthened the Hands of the falfe
Apoftles exceedingly 5 for we do not find that any of them had the
confidence, to call Circumcifion a Gofpel-Ordinance : No, they make
ita prime part of the Law, and that which obliged them that received
it to keep the whole Law. But a Gofpel-Ordinance they durft not
call it, tho they labour’d to uphold it in the time of the Gofpel, that
they might have brought a Carnal Seed into the Chriftian Church by
Infant-Circumcifion, as Mr. Whifton and his Fraternity does by their
Infant-Baptifin, for which caufe I do not fear to pronounce them
falfe Apofties.

M. Whifton gives us his definition of a Gofpel-Ordinance, It is
(faith he ) an A of Worfbip inftituted in the Covenant of Grace,
baving an' immediate and direct refpect thereunto for the Confirmation,
obtainnig or conveying the Good therein promifed. And this he muft
mean, without Fasth ( for that was not required of Infants, nor of the
Bond-men, ¢&c. who were to be circumcifed ) as a neceflary Qualis
fication in the Recipient. And then I marvel what Ceremony in the
Law, will not pafs for a Gofpel-Ordinance as well as Circumcifion.

And if by Covenant of Grag:c he means [#ot as it was proclaimi’d by
ChrifF’s Miniftry, and confirm d_ by the Death the Teffator, for that
would fpoil him, but 7 any thing whereby God did fore-fhew it
and the People who had fome Intereft in it, then we muft g0 ag’
far as Adam, and bring in the Sacrifice of Abel, and the Ark of
DNoab, fox thefe Men were Heirs of the Righteonfnefs of Faith, and the
Sacrifice, and the Ark, were Seals of their Faith too, as much as Abra-
ham’s Cireumeifion, - Yea we may, by Mz, Whifton’s Definition of a

Gofpel-

b
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Gofpel-Ordinance, bring in all the Propitiatory Sacrifices of the Law,

A Water in the Wildernefs, (yea, and that with greater (hew
m 1 Cor, 10. 1, 2. than any thing that can be faid for
Circumcifion ) for they preﬁgur’d Chrift as our great Propitiation

and the Food of our Souls. But becaufe this kind of Argumcntarioxz
proves too much, it therefore proves nothing. And this may {exve

to thew the vanity of Mr. W’s Argument, p. 16.

We muft therefore feck for a more fafe Definition of a Gofpel-
Oxdinance than this of Mr. Whiftor's.  As therefore he feems not to
know my meaning in this cafe, I will tell him what I mean by the
Gofpel, and then what 1 mean by a Gofpel- Ordinance. And by the
firfy I mean, that glorions Miniftration which fucceeded the Miniftra-
tion of the Law, and exceeded it in Glory, according to 2 Cor'g. OF

more concifely, 1 €07 15.1525 3> 4.

And by the {econd I mean, an Ordinance inflituted or confirmed by
Chrift come in the Fle(h, to fet forth the Death and Refurrection of
Chrift, and our Juftification by a@ual Faith in him: This did not
Circumeifion.

5. And I further mean, an Ordinance, which minifterially fets all
that rightly receive it, at liberty from Circumcifion, and the Yoke of
Bondage., This did net Circnmeifion, [ And how Infants.are fet free,
¢rc. I have {poken before. ]

1 Ordinance, which muft continue till

. And I further mean ai _
Chrift’s fecond coming > Bt this does not Circumeifion.
And thus I diftinguith of Legal and Gofpel-Ordinances s The firft:

prefigured Chrift to come s the fecond do evidently fet forth Chrift
Crucified : The firflt was to vanith as unprofitable, at Chrift’s coming
in the Flefhs the fecond to continue till Chrift fhall come from Hea-
ven, without Sin to Salvation. But for Men to take the boldnefs to
intitle an Inftitutiona Gofpel-Ordinance, becaufe it was fome way a
Figure of Chrift to come in the Flefh, and to come of Abraban’s:
Seed in particular, is an Abufe, and confounds the Gofpel-lnfiituti-
ons with Legal-Inftitutions, which is very pernicious to the Glory
and Vertue of: the Inftitutions of the Gofpel. :
But, come Mr. W hiftone, fuppofe 1 thould give, what T'do not:
grant, and what I am fure you can never prove, yet 1 willthew you,
that inall that you have faid to my Book as yet, you have only fpo'ﬂcd‘
For, you alfo affert the Fewifls Paffover to be a Gofpel-.
and therefore you muft now make the Jewith Paflover to.

Manna, an
of Strength fro

your Caufe.
Ordinance 3

be the right Method for the proving Infant-Communion, by parity of

Reafon, or clfe Circumgcifion, though it were a Gofpel-Oxdinance,,
i causot,



24 The Infants Adbocare.

cannot therefore be the right Method for proving Infant-Baptifmn :
'§o that indeed, inftead of avoiding one Error, you have now made

woO. 4 i
TBur, Sir, be pleafed to confider, that fuppole Circumcifion a Gofpel-Ordi-

narce, yet all Ordinances are to be kepe as they were delivered, both for the Sub-

1e& and Form of them : And it is certain, that the Rules which God prefcribed,
in both refpeés, for the Adminiftration of Circumcifion and the Pallover, differ
exceedingly from the Rules which his Word affords for the Adminiftration of
“Baprifim and the Lord’s Table, in refpect of the Subjects : Infants being undenia-
bly admitted to both the former, but not fo much as one Infant admitted to
cither of the laccer. And I profefs I can hardly think him an honeft Man, who
holds Infant-Circumcifion neceflarily to infer Infant-Baptifm 3 and yet at the
fame time {tifly denies Infants participationof the l?aﬂ’ovcx: to infer Infant-Com-
munion, and efpecially Mr. W. who affirms both Circumcifion and the Paflever
‘to be Gofpel-Ordinances. v : ;

Thus much I though fit to fay to Mr. Whifton, to the intent, that if any Man
fhall chanice to think he anfivered my Arguments, {which I'think he has not done
wich any advantage o his Caufe 5 yet, he that fo thinks may alfo fee, that indeed
he has not gained, but rather loft ground in the Cafe of Ipfant-Bapu(‘m; and fo
far I will confefs he has hic upon the right Method of proving Infant-Baptifin, for
the fafter they lofe the falfe Grounds on which they have always builded that
Opinion and Pradtice, the nearer they come to the Baptifm of Repentance for
_the Remiffion of their Sins; and thac indeed is the be Method for proving In-
fant-Bapti(m.

And this isallchat T fhall fay to Mr. Whifton in this Controverf(y, unlefs T have
further provocation from him, becaufe Iwould fain have my late Piece to be (at
leaft on my part) as the Ticle is, The Laft Debate concerning Infant-Baptifm. ~ Yet be-
fore 1 take my léave of Mr. Whiftor, 1{hall intreac him (as Idid Mr. Firmin’) fe-
rioufly to confider, Phil: 3. 4, 1O 10. where it appears, that Circumeifion was but
# [lofbly Priviledg to St. Paul himfelf, and therefore he efteem’d it but Dung, which
he would never have done if it had been to him a Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith :
« Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith, fhould notbe fo lightly clteemed s 2 Seal of the
Covenant of Grace, fhould not be fo meanly charaterifed : furely he had no fuch
elevared thoughts of Circumcifion, as Mr. Firmin and Mr. Whifton- feem to have :
It was never the Hand of the Spirit to bim, for faving Ends, and yet it was as much
a(fiva;nmgc to him as to any other Jew, for he was an Ele& Veflel as much as any
of them.

And feeing he fays, that as touching the Righteonfne(s which was of the Law, he
wats blamelefs 3 it (hews his Circumcifion was as efficacious to himas to any of the
Jews that were under the Law of Circumcifion, and yety behold, itdid notinte.
reft him in Chrift, not the faving Benefits which come by the Gofpel, and there-
fore was to him o Gofpel-Ordinance :  Which Confideration alone does fufficiently
enervate all thae Mr, Whifton has faid in Anfwerto my Arguments; by which I
provethat Circumcifion was no Gofpel-Ordinance, but a Carnal-Ordinance; and
a part of the Yoke of Bondage. A

And whereas divers of my Brethrenare particularly concern'd to take notice
of Mr.Whiftar’s Book, as it re(pe&s the due Subject and Mamner of Baptifin, 1 (hall
Jeave it to their difcretion what to do inthefe Cafes, Chte
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