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; BEING . 5
 An EPISTLE to all the Baptifed Believersin Frngland ;
E exhorting them to Sredfaftnefs in the Truth, ac-
- cording to the SCRIPTURES.

‘Together W ith fome farther Confiderations of feven Que-
~ ries, fent to the Baptized Believers 1n Lincolnfbire, concer-
ning the Judge of Controverfics in Matters of Religion.

s In Three P A R 4

T i ‘
@he Second dEuition, Cowerted and Enlarped, |

1 By T,
L nd they ﬂ’ all tyen away their Ears from the Truth, and fhall be mrr;.;'

into Fables. 2 Tim.4e 4 -
B 1 wil ﬁ?ﬁzthee thar which is noted in the Scripture of Truth, and
" here'is none that holdeth with me in thefe things but Michael YO

- DPrnce. Dan. ;?. 11,

e L\ﬁN D 0 N, Printe:i in the Year, 16‘88.

Brar the Chitechrme

. Mother ofus All.
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iy defire, thanithatall Men were
}oo't’;:)o:ea,:zedd begau[ef they are fully [avisfied that
" they areinthat very Way which moft truly leads to Life, they
 therefore firive that allmay know it am’i walk in it. .
 And truly this is my (afe, my Heart's Defire and Prayer
L t0God for all Men is, that they may be faved. Ar{d as 1
| believe it hath pleafed God to fhew me the (P_“t_’f of Ltfe,I
| cannot but do my bef-to Jhew it'to 0;1233;3.-:— grﬁ,fgme
 their Labours, bhave been. belpful to, me; . ]’ L lope i maay
8 be belpfal toothers. -, . .. noadousd Bluow baigtas
. Whenl call the PrimitivelC br,i/itsz]zm'clz, ati Jerufa-
~ lem, the Mother of us All, 1 allude to that place, Gal.

1 T  Here .is nothing, which Hen fincerely Religrous,
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4. 26. Interpreters ( fo far as I have obferved ) take

Yerulalem there, for the Gofpel Catholic_!c Ch_}mh:
o this Chuyeh “bad it Beginning, and this Beginning

was at Jerufalem; and becanfe in the Progrefs of

- Chriftianity in the World, for mear one thoufand [evf?n
bundred Years, there bas abundance of Errors crept i,
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To the Reader. |

and much Truth in the. ancient Simplicity of it, has been re-
feéted, Think it bighly rational, that ( all prejudice bemg
lad apart) Men fhould feek, with ¢
for their greateft: Security, into the State of Chrift’s Go-
fpel-Church, a5 by bimelf “eftablifhed 5 for whatfoever has
not been planted by our Heavenly Father,  is nigh to its
being rooted up. S ‘

o e

~God iighty et s ap,
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is the bearty Prayer of

»

e
T no. GRANTHAM,

. et the ,Be‘ad‘er‘ 'fhuxgg;her

i “itake notice; that ot
thefe Papers were originally wiitten UbQn: .
feveral Occafions, elfg fome things often:"
repeated would have been otherwife, - Let
thy Difcretion bear with this. .~ - %

he greatef} diligence,
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s Hear the Chueeh.

B T R PART S T AN

F e

f’ Containing, by way of Preface, @ particular confderation
of the State of the firft Chriflian Church at ]crufal_e_m,
and the R eafonablenc/s of appealing to Her, as ‘The

o Mother of us'All

e SR

B the Ages, which have been fince the coming, of our Lord, to =
‘make known and eftablith all things in the Kingdom of Grace, it
- the firft Church at Jevufalen 5 that there hath béen great. {triving
among the” Chriftian Churches for fome Honour and - Prexopative a~
 bove the reft. Sometimes the Church at Alexandria, {ometimes the
' . Church at Confantinople, and efpecially the Church at -Rome, prefling
. very haxd for Precedence of ‘Honour, -and Preheminence of Power 5
' few minding the:poor aflicted Church at Ferufalem, the tiue Mother of
: ‘all trie’ Chriftian Churches s ‘when yet the Holy Ghoft hath left a:high
Commendation tipon thofe who do follow Her, both in the effectual Re-
ception of the Gofpel, not as the Word of [ich or Such a Man, ( tho
-preached by Apoftles ) ibur as it is in truth the Word of God,, 1. Thefl. 2.
13, 14 and &lf6 ((not i perfecuting, but ) in fuffering ke things.of
“their” Country-men , a5’ they did of the Fews. And we defire, and
‘hope that there thay be yet all due confideration had by all Chiiftians i
thele days, of the Heavenly Frame and Holy Walking of that 440~
THER-CHURCH. « .- : oo ot

IT is evident to all fuch as have converfed with the Hiftories of

1488
&

i ]

i

nto




Dear the Thuvch.

Unto whom was committed, in the firft place,
‘ Oracles of God ;-unto- whom- our deareflt Lord 4
! nifter; and did actually Difpence-to, -and -Communicate with - them, -
the Divine Myfteries or Ordinances of the Chriftian Religion; upon
whom was poured the mqft excellent Gifts and Graces of .the Holy
Spirit of Promife, ¢ was chis Chuteh, from whom Caccording to the
Prophets" ‘the Law of Chrittthould “firft g0 forthy Ifa. 2.3, Mich.4
1, 2. Here was the Houfe of the Lord effablifhed 1n the top of the Moun-
tawns, and exalted above 1he Hills, tha

: t-all _Nations might flow wnto it *
an Honour not givento other Churches, 1Cor. 14.36. W hat., €ane the
Word of God out . fiom o 2 'No, this was the Glor'y of another, For on
of Zion fhall go forth the I.am sand the Word of the [.ord from Jerufaler.
Which by {pecial Order from Chritt was tultilled, whenhe gave Com-
mandment to h's Apofiles, that Repentance and Remiffion of Sins [houldbe
preached in bis’Name, in 4ll Nations, bgg,';,,,,-,,g WS S
47. Andhere it was that the Spirit gave utterance ¢
to preach in all Languages, :that then fome of all Nations ‘(who were at
i that very timeat Ferufalem ) might hear 'from thence the joy fuliSound
i of the Gofpel, and confequently, keep the fame; Holy.\o@rine in all
Ages and Nations, as it was there delivered, and confirmed by divers
Signs and Miracles, and’ Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, Mat, 28. 19, 20, Heb-
2. 4. A&. 2. ' s o 1 i
‘P‘“ora(much then, as all Cl}urches,' inall Ages alld’Natibns, e iﬂg,i'
fpenfably bound to follow ithis:Church, . in  the Obfervation Of all things
‘What{oever Chrift commanded them,,. dur128,29,30, we hold ouy fi
concern’d at this time, to declare oux unfeigned: Affent unto, the, Truth
of ‘the Golpel, anirmashere delivered s and our humble Refohition 1%
keep the Ordinances of Chrift, 4 they werehere \prastifed, (not doubting
but the'/fame was received in all. Churchesiat the firft ) bein ,;o;ﬁdcntﬁf A
thisvery thing, thata fafer ‘way canmot be found -for thc_gl%curity of o
Souls, from' the ‘manifold Errors,:, which dince the: plantation.of ;%0
‘Church, havebeen obtruded upon the! Conicicnces of - Men, - in moft.po*
-of the Chriftian'Nations, R i TR
To theiintent' then that we may avoid Errar, and cleave; to, Trif?
‘we fhall confider particularly “(though verycbriefly ) ythe Frame of | 4
: Heavenly -Building;, inﬁ'refpe&;of her"tFnundétim, hex. Foxan.of. g”“j‘.‘»’ﬁ" i
‘ menty and the Way of ‘ber ‘Worfhip,.in order to- her Pexfection:, % ; L
*We' find hex Foundation-Principles to confiftin fix Particulars > 0
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ftian Doctrine as in this places-

REPENTANCE,from-Dmd:Work;, and OF FAITH towards Ged.
ING ON OF HANDS,

The Doftrine OF BAPTISMS, and OF LAY
and . of ‘RESURRECTION.OF THE DE.AD, 'zwfi- ‘qf‘ ETERIN AL
FUDGMENT, Heb. 6, 1,2 called alfo, - the beg;nnsng gf the Word of
Chrift 3 which Articles are therefore called the Po_undatlop, becaufe of
the Relation they. have to Chrift,, whois a FOHIK{’MIOH to lns_(}hurch, as
held forch in his own Doctrine, and other Foundations than Chrift {0 held:
forch, can no Man Jay-. : \ :
Of fuch ,ile;formnzf: are thefc Sacred Principles, ghat we find the A,m:lgnt.
Chriftians- ufed ito call them the'C'loriﬂ'ieratech;fm. Chryﬁﬁam s Te=
¢ Fundamental Articles s that 13, that we

ftimony  is.this-; That all thefe ar
P 1:31 :p?;xts ng'.’l; P Wa/; ; s, I,ao [,g b.aptiﬁ'd sutothe Faith of Chriftsands
be made worthy. of the Gift. of toe OPH )
Hoands m: i W’i,, ﬂi: ro.be n{;sght the Myﬁérie: of the Re_ﬁtrre&;_on and Eter
nal Fudgment. This Catechifm,faith he.ss perfeét. And indeed in the whole:
New Teltament.we meet not with fuch an excellent Epitome of the Chri--
: which was written to this Mother-Church.
*Tis-trne, we have fome mention of . @ Form of Dotrine delivered to
the believing Romans ¢ And Timothy is commanded:to hold falt the Forsa:
of found Words, which he had heared .of St. Pauls, Chrift is faid tos be:
h Prieft of our Profeffion, the Author and Finifher

the Apoftle and Hig
of our Faith, weare willed to contend for the F. aith-once delivered to

the Sajnts.  But none of thefe places do {hew us, as the Text under:
confideration, what this Formof Dotvine, this Form of; JoundWords,this -
Profeffion; and this Faithwas; in refpeét of the Compofition of the Prin~-
ciples. and . Fundamentality.of. them 5not can there any thing be affigned,

that is {o properly.the Analogy or Rule: of -Faith; as thefe Principles ofi -

Catechifin. :
Happy had it:been, if all Chriftian. Churches had held faft- this: Ca--
techifm,  though no more had ever been compofed Unity in the Trath
would have been.better- maintained by this one,  than by {o many as are«
NOW extant, And fure this being of Divine Compofure: and: Authority;
thc‘.Principle: of the Oracles of Godithe Beginning of the Word of: Chrifts :
muft needs outweigh all others, . being ﬁxmof Human Compolitions -
To begin yyich the ficft Principle of this Chuxch, let usconfider, :

1. Repentance: froim Dead WWarkss
We are firlt: to confider. why. Reepentance:is: put: i11.~tlleTﬁrﬁ;p1aCL";'»

evextbcforc Faich s ; fuwe, it-is-becaufer no unrepgnting: Stmer ican: haves

) the.
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it who. - given by impofitionof
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_ Dear the CThueeh,
the Fiaich of Jufiifications therefore this Princi i
Faith muit follow Repentance.  There is indeed .2 Faith (which we
may call the Faith of Mankind ) to ' believe-there isa God, ‘that” will
both punifh' Sipners, and reward the Righceous, and this Faich mudt-
needs precede Repentance, Heb, 1.6, ‘ :
== This Repentance, as it was a Principle of this Mother-Church, com-
Prehends three things, a true Sence of Sin, in the exceeding finfulnels of
It 5 in which relpect it js faid, They wer dcricd
onts or fuidy, Men and t fhall weido 2 A5, 37 which
Is.accompanied ‘with Godly Sorrow e of Life,
without which, c to be repented of, than to be
clteemed any part of che Foundation of Chrittian Religion 5 Repent ye.
therefore, andbe converted, tha Your Sins may be blotted onr. Act: 3. 19y
Without which ‘Repentance, there is 1o Remiflion; Lk, 135  Ex-
cept ye repear, ye Shall all perifhy faith ouy Saviour. - How 'bleffed had’
it-becn, it this Dodtrine had been preached; and Men brought to the
Ubedience of it, before they had been admitted to Memberthip in the
Church of Chritt? The not keeping to this Rule, has filled al}- Natio-
mal Churches sith wnregenerate;  unconverced Perfons, to the Scandal
of, the Chriftian Religion, - : B

ple of the Chriftian:

3

2. Of Faith towards God in this Mother-Church,

The Excellency of the Faith ‘of ‘this Mother-Church, appeared iy’
thefe'things ;- Thar they gladly ‘received'the Word of the G

. ofpetof their
Sdlvation.> Ag. 2. 4o, > To the illumination of 'their Souls, “and the  ext:

pelling the darknefs of Errour ‘and  Ulnbelief by: this Faith §hey h:'xd/7
theix Hearts fprinkled from an evil Confeience, and theiy Confidence in
God'had'agreat Recompence of ‘Reward, in ‘the Love and Expectation

ofl.which, they willingly endiired 4 greas Fight of  \Afflictions; whilft they
were made a Gfazing—ﬂoclg,» bath

of  their G‘o'odrmirh' jay_ﬁzlncj} 3 and were willingly_‘ © omp/.'m:om u.)itb, am‘i“'
charitably compafionate tomar s thofe that weve in Bonds for Rtgh;cquf—
nefs fake, working the Work of God, miniftring to the Saints, labouring.

m Love: all.which are Arguments of true and lively Faith, Heb.6.
25 33, 3‘&’: 3 5e ;
He that reads and confiders” this

Aother-Church, wherein we may be
but the fame ‘corroboratcd' which ¢
the true Knowledge and Belief- of Ch

Excellent _E'piﬂle,‘ written to this
lure no new Dolrine is delivered,
hey had received, fhall find that

o1,

by Reproaches, and [ifferingthe fpoiling

xift was amongft them, in rcf’pcﬁ}'




Dear the Thurch. - o
?f his Divin_ity, Chap. 1.-in refpect of his Humanity. Chap. 2. in re-
hpcét of Prx‘eﬁly Office and Sacrifice, with all.other Offices to; which

€ was appointed of God, in the refidue of the Epifile, of which we
Cannot now fpeak particularly, ’ :

3. Of the Dostrine of Baptifms in this Church.

The Lord Chrift had fully taught the Guides of this Adailier-Church
the Dotrine of Baptifms both by Word and Example; an d thereby had
informed them of ‘a three-fold Baptifm.  The firft delivered by Precepty
himfelf making the People Difciples, by teaching them to repent and be-
hCV? the Gofpel, and then appointing, his Difciples to dip them in the Ri-
ver,in which refpec it s faid that Jefus made and dipped (or Batifed ) more
D’,{-C‘PICS than Sobn, Mat.4. 17. Fobn 4. 1.& 3. 22. His own Example
being an unqueftionable Rule for the manner of Baptizing, he being d"l’f‘d
of John into Jordan, (as the Greck hath it) Aark_1.9. and then comsng
#p out of the Water. And of this whole Church it is faid, their Hearts were
{prinkled from an evil Confcience, and theix Bodies wathed with pure Wa-
ter. For Baptifmal Water is therefore pure, becaufe it is fan&itied for our
Religious ufe, both by the Perfon of Chrift; and by the Word of God.
And of this Church,was firftréquired,that every onze of them thould repent,
and then be Baptifed 5 and of them it is al(o faid, that rhey that gladly
veceived the Word, preached by St. Peter, were baptifed, A&.2.38,41.

They were alfo inftructed concerning the Baptifm of the Holy Spirits
it being the Promife of the Father made to all the called of the Lord,
Ait.2.39.Gal.3.14. & 4. 6, Rom. 8. 9. and was partlcalar.ly apph_eql to
them, and poured upon them in the way of Faith and .Obedxencc.

Tobe willing to be Baptifed with Aflictions for Cbnﬁ_and .the Gofpels=
fake, they were alfo taught by our Bleffed Savioux, 1 his Difcourfe with
fome of his Difciples, and by his own Sufferings, Lukg 12. 30. of which
they were allo partakers, Heb. 10. 32. a5 alfo all chat will live godly in
Chrift Jefus muft expeét the fame. And it would be conﬁderfrd by what
Rule any Man can take upon him to make Baptifin the firft Principle, fee-

ing Chrift himfelf has made it the third Principle and by what Rale any
Man can call Sprinkling, Baptifing ? Dare they fpeak as they aék ? that 1155
dare they fay, I{prinkle thee in the Name of the Father? &6 WOE
not their Confcience fly in their Face if they fhould fpeak 2~ And yet, be-

hold, they prevaricate in action, and lye in expreffion in that which tf;;«;
B
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10 & Dear the Thureh,

* the Enumeration and Qrder of

theix Baptifm 3 God

¢ their prefumptuous dealin herein.
P P

4. Of the Lay‘iég"on of Hands in this Church,
There are two great Bleflings

belong toall true Chriftians, Remiflion:
of Sin, and the Gife of the Hol

y Spirit 5 the firft is configued to them in
Sacred Bapti{m, ‘the {econd in Prayer, with fhe.Layix]g on of Hands, 1
Which way this Mother-Chureh yezeived this Blefling, as is evident from
the Principles of her Catechifin 5 and a
fo from this T fimony, that &reat Grace was npon them all; A&. 4.33
Asalo in that it is exc i

: Samaria, Aées 8.14. for it isnot to be imagine’d
they would there innova

2 practical Principle, which had not firfk beet
taught in the Chuxch at Be

Ferufalem,

But God bearing witnefs to this
Laying on of

Service of Prayer; and|
Bleffing of the Holy Spiit, fore-received gt
acceptable and needful Service fop all' Churches,
received in the Times next fucceed

neffes teftify, amongft whom Tere

1g the Apoftles days, as many Wit-
tur; &c. - After -Baptifm the Hand

Hhian thus Debine manus impons-

% impofed by B

leffing, calling and in~
witing the Holy Spirit. " Tyne lle Sanitiffimus, &e.

hen thar moft Ho-
by Spirit moft willsngly defvends from'the Father

| upon the Bidies which Ars-
eleanfed [ meaningin Baptifin 7 -a7d bleffed, s = .21 ¢ o+

5+ Of the RefurreStion of the Dead, taughe and belizved in'vhis Mother-
Church, i

Xix- this Churchi it was where
of the Refurretlion t’;futhferLord jefm, A&
erance, yea very 1ull affurance i A ¢
j’q‘}h-mﬂ’ian of the Dead, both of  the ]uﬂ and uf{lrfﬁ, A 1. 3.
h‘;-;e that enr Saviosr [hewed. hii_ﬁﬁ[f.ﬂff‘ve after b
fvh‘.f'ib,"e' Proofs, being feen- of hits Difeiples forty

tiomof the Things concerning his Church

173140 whafe Relurreétion
It was

¢had becr dead, by 1’1{1
4ays, converilng wit

call '\ Will furely fend the  proudeft Prevaricatoss it
this cafe 2 o warranto for thei

N

Hands at Samarsa, ‘with the (am'cl
Jernfalem, confirms. it as afy
And accordingly it was

the Apofile pave wittiels with great Power:

S ‘givern to all Meny~ thar there flal! be 8-

and Kingdom, Matiz. 527;5»"/}*
. : B 0

Y. was here that iy dead Bodics of -the Saints didoar; ife. " ard cwl:" }7;" o
i 5 1K ey 5 a1a (7] " PR CV} i
1 : wialer, et appeared to many. atter st
1he Gravespnd.weat into Jerolalem,afrl ap) 2y rifen ¥

e
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Pear the Chuech S
vifen 5 which'wis a “full proof, that the: Refurte@ion is'of the farne na-
merical :Bodies | whichare laid in the Graves, di{;obcd onlyof qut-ahtyf
and all Imperfections. And this is' that Refurre&ion of the- Dcad'her'c'
called 2 Principle of Chrift’s Doclrine, and of the Foundation of this
Mother-Church.

2916, ‘Of the Erernal judgmmt believed by this Church,’

Tt was to the Guides of this Church to whom our Saviout: firlt made*
known this great Privilege, that they fhould fit on Thrones jndging the
twelve Tribes of Ifraely at that time when he fhould fir #pon the Throne of
his Glory, Mat. 19. 28 who alfo is 'appointed of God to be the “Fuds of
Quick_ and Dead,” A&k)10. 42 which great Article'is hete recountea* &~
mong the Principles of Catechifin), Heb.6.2. and called the Ezernal '714#5-
ment, not only for that it is the laft Judgment, but becaufe the Effeéts of
it {hall be’ perpetual, the’ pains to be impofed in this Sentence of” Judg-
ment fhall be of - eternal durdtion to all wicked Men, 'whohavégson,temned
the Gofpel of their Salvation, and judged themfelves unarthy of Eternal'
Life, even that Life which'then fhall be ‘given t6 Efernity’ tq"all fuch as’
have beld: faft the beginning of their Confidente,and the liope of this their re-
Joicing: fredfaft nnto the endy Hebiz 1 4. s thereforethe Tarcs are gathered:
and burns in the Fire’ fo rall it be in the end of the World. The Son of Man
T0alL fond forth bis Angels,and they [halk gasher ot of bis Kingdom allthings
that offend, and them thar do Iniquity : And [ballcaft theis #ito a Fiirnace”
of Fire's there fhall be wailing and gnafling of Teerh. Then' fhiall the
Righteous [Wine “forth asthe Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. -Who
hath cars to hear. let him hear, Mat.13. 40; 41542, 43+ Lo, the Eternal’
Judgment taught by Chrift’s own Mouth 3 let a1l Men be -admonifhed to

prepare for this Judgment, for the coming of the Lord'draws nigh:

Of the farther Order and j‘lléfimr ;ﬁWérﬂyip wfed in this Mothcr'—church‘
This did efpeciaily confift in frcquiently» aﬂembliﬁg themfelves togf‘-‘

ther, to teach and preach Jefus Chrilt, Atts5, 42. or for the mint=

ftring 'of the Word of God and Prayéxs, At 6.4, Tnwhich we find'

110 Liturgies, or Forfns. of - Prayer devifed or impofed: by: the ‘Apoftles,

but thefe Services were performed by the aids of the. Holy Spirit, which-

?15. they were given for the work of the Miniftry, {o°tis’ evident ‘they
ave a remmanency in the true Chuzxch till the ‘whole be pexfected, pr-“fz
v Ba an
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Body and Blood of Chrift,

12 Dear the Chuech,
and it is th

iS Bleffed Spirit which helps the Chuxch ¢ e llon W
cording to the wil] 0fp God, Rom. %psv i S

; «27. They were’ all very frequent
at the Lor.d s Table breaking the Sacrc’Zl Breadf in remembragce o% the
Loxd Chrift, giving thanks to God by him, As 2. 41, 47. nor need-
e d-le;y any Mafs-Book ox Comman-Pr ayer-Book, to dire@ them in either *
Chrif¥’s own Inl_titution of his Holy Table, and the holy Prayer which
he had taught his Diiples, with other Heavenly Rules contained in the
oly Scriptures, was abundantly {ufficient, and are fo fiill, to every
Faichful Man of God [ and Minifter whom God and his Church hath
called to that Work ] 10" furnifl bim to every good work,
It is alfo exceeding plain that the Holy Table of the Lord is here

called the. breakin of Bread. d
and Wine be the §0d¥alifia Blo fnd therefore, though that Holy Brea

od of Chrift, yec ¢} thefe, in fuch
fort, as they arealfo the Bread of the Loxd, Yandhtelfé%cup of the Lords
1Cor. 11.27.  And forafmuch 45 the Apofile here, and in- the nest
yerle, does exprefly call the fame things, by thefe different titles, h¢
Body and the Blood: the Bread and the Cup : wemult of neceffity take
him to fpeak Figuratively in one of thefe, but jn the latter, to wit, Bred
and the Cup, we haveno Fj o ‘f
taken for the Cup,which is an ufual form of fpeakine : ore O
neceflity thefe Words, Body and Blood, Pratings ) and therek

' . ; .04 multbe underftood to-be my~
ically, fpiritually, or figuratively in the Breqq and ?V,-?,i, al?d not the

Bread and Wine to be myfically, fpiritually, or figuratively, in
It is alfo a5 certain that the whole Church (this Mother.
2.42.) did thenreceive both the Bread 3
any one of them did partake of both, th
by a Synecdoche, 4 part for the whole, w
that this Ordinance ought to be received by every Recipient, as he
a Member of Chrift, not as he is a Minifter : *Tis true, as Jama M-

uifter Fdifpenfe thisMyftery, but Ireceive it asa Member, faich St. Pavhs
For W E being many, are

: one Bread, and one Body. For W E are all pa'~
takers of that one Bread, .

It -was unto this Chusch,or the Guides of itunto whom our Bleffed 53
viour deliveredithat Myftical Doctrine,which. offended fo many of his D1fcbl;~
ples, Fahn 6.53. 7 evily,verily,I fay unto you,.ExcePt ye eat the Flefh o 'bc
Son of Man & drink bis Blaod, ye g we.no Life in you, which yet cannotby
rightly underftood of a corporal cating his Flefh,and drinking his Blzo(iw i
caulc he exprelly fays;¥erily, verily, I fay unto yoity He thai believet hath

nd Cup of the Lord, as that
e whole Service being, CXPfdr‘?
hich. yet will better appear, 1t

" vl
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bath everlafting life, Veile 47- And it is certain there were many that did.
and che reft that

truly believe on him at that time,among whom S. Peter,

ftood by him, when {o many forfook him. Now thefe things muft all be
true. 1. That none of Chrift’s Difciples had Life in them at that time,
but fuch asdid eat the Flefh, and drink the Blood of Chrift. 2. That
S. Peter and the reft of the Faithful, had eternal Life in them at that
time. = 3. That the Lord’s Table was not yet inftituted.  And therefore
from thefe Premifes it follows that our Saviour fpeaks not here of his
Difciples now: eatingand drinking, his Flefh and Blood at the _Lord’s Ta=
ble, and therefore cannot with any thew of Truth or Reafon, be un-
derftood of eating his Fleth, and drinking his Blood carnally, cx corpo-:

rally, but {piritually, even by believing in him..

Of the feveral Oy ders of Miniftry in this Mosher-Chirch.

This Church. wad endowed. with a three-fold Order of Miniftry 5

. Meffengers ox Apoftlesy whole work was more efpecially to gather,!
conftitute, and take carefor the Church in generali 2. Elders, yvho{c:
work was efpecially to feed the Flock committed to them in -particular.;
3+ Deacons, whofe work -more. efpecially was to take care of the Poors,.
and'to difnibute the Alms of ‘the Church to:the ends for which'they
were given, and confequently all Churches ought to mainta‘n this Or=:
der of Miniftry, unlefs they can (hew that God has repealed this Mi-
niftery, in pare or in whole. Fis true, fome things were pertinent. to:
the Apottles here, which were. temporary ‘and  extraordinarys- which.
Churches in after-Ages are not to expects! but it is alfo true that (bme:
things were ordinary, and fixed in that Office, for the continual ufe of:
the Church, and therefore to remain; for ever vizs Their care for alk
Churches, their travels and labours to plant and- fettle new Churchiess.
their withftanding falfe Apofiles, as themfelves are true Apoftes. | Their:
AUthority to appeafe firife and contention ‘which may arife among par=-
ticular Paftors and Churches,which things being demonfirated in our Chri-:
ﬂmmfmm Primitivus (to which we refer) we thall not here enlarge.

This part of the Apoitolical Office, was conferred on many in-the.
Apottles days,who were alfo entituled the Angels of the Churches,Rev.2.15
@ ¢ which in Englifh, is Meflengers of the Churches. Cf this Ordex;
Was Fames: the Lord’s Brother in this Church at Fernfalern and {uchs
were Timathy,Tz’tm,S_ylwnm,Andronicm and funia,with others. A M=
niftry as needtul as any, both for the unity ot Churches, and the ma=

nagement of the moft important affairs of the Gofpel,both in [herChLuClI :
and:

N

L
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Y appear among: the Members of. Chrift. But, it wa
- alfo in this Church wh

14 Dear the Chueeh,

and in the World, “as experience may convince men if-no'th‘i*%“"ﬂg
will do it. And here it were eafic to bring in the -fulliTqﬁ‘Qf 5
beft Antiquity, but this Letter will notbearic, o O nadwe erriel vd i

-Of the Difcipline or Governmens of thic Mother. Church.

1. Tt was unto the Guides of ‘this C}

ave-Rules for the Government of
we learn that in cafes

‘Weaknefs, all poffibl
{ed by one Chriftian
of bis fauls, forgive:
ly (hould . Charit

wireh'to whom our Bleffed Lord
his' Church; A2 18. whence
of perfonal Trefpaffes, and fins of Tnfirmity o8
¢ Love, Patience and Charity, fhould be exerci
towards another, and the Offender, 'upon confeffior
1, unto feventy times feven Offences : fa abundant

vaere wilfull Tniquity was pusifhed - with ‘great fe°
verity, asthe Hypocrifie ang Deceit of Ananias a1 Saphira's and the

like {everity was fhewed againft Simon Magus for his Pride and Cove*
toufnefs, “in alpiring to a Miniftry. for

which he was not qualitied, and
to which he was not called by Heaven’s Donation and due: yocation from
the Church, without which," wofiil experience hath taught,.the. Chri¢
{tian NatiOllS, that it is'in vain by MO]IC.Y, or fOI,MOlly t0. make Men
Minifters in the Chriftian Church.

2. In this Church was held the fixft and beft of Gener

General Councils, for
fetling the Churches in peace, when troubles did ar

ile, among, them«
felves, by means of falfe Teachers, €c. And becaule the Churches 48

5 it fhall
Il Ages ‘and Nations, may have perpetual need of fuc.h helps; . it fha

;ot begc:n?i?s that we confider the Quality and Authority. of fuch Aff ;
femblies, left otherwife we be abuled by Ufurpation and varanﬂY,'_/_
and firft of the occafion of the calling this prefent Aflembly, dits 15,

1. This Aflembly was called upon the greateft occafion that ever wSis:
namely, the Repealing (or rather fhewing the Repeal) of smany D¢
vine Ordinances,

and ficeing the Chriftian Church from their Qbh?l?iﬁ
tions becaufe they were cither fulfilled, or too bprthenfomg fortheyu
Church, as indeed St. Peter ‘avers, they were fo heavmr that neltht;.this
nor their Fathers were able to bear them's: And the endeavours -0 i

Council 'was {uccefsful 'to the removal of - them, and the fettlemen e
the Churches in the Faith 3.and to. the great encreafe of tl‘lc‘;mﬂﬁ,;mp‘
Alts 16. Fromwhence'we may fafely conclude, that if Moﬁ:-;Cc:t‘h o
nics which wexe from Heaven, were a hindrance to Peace and growth o
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the Chriftian Church, much more muft all Ceremonics devifed, and “Inpo‘
fed by humane Foxce and Power only,bean obftruction toit. Let ust cixere;
fore (tand faft in the Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free; 13“ ‘(’i‘;
be entangled-in the Yoke of Bondage, whether of Legal, or other
vifed Ceremonies. : Pt

2. As for the Quality of the Perfons, of whom this Afflembly di Cd5d
fift; °tis plain, they were Meffengersy Elders, and Brethren, and thefe di
all frecly deliberate upon the Mattexs in queltion, offering their Reafons:
Pro & contras and the Dicifion was made, not by the interpofition .O]f :
Power _Apoftalicalbut by the clear-evidence of Truth and Reafon,to which.
they all agreed. TheApoftles acting here as: Grave Fathers, giving free
Audience and faithful Advice 5 to which when all agreed, the conclution
Was made iz all their Names, as appears Alts 15,22, 23. Then pleafed
it the Apoftles and Elders, with the whole Cb/_crcb, to fem! chofen Men of
their own Company to Antioch, and wrote Lerters by them ‘after-this man-
#er 5 The Apoftles, Elders and Brethren, [end greeting unto the Brethren.
which are of ‘the Gentiles, &¢.- From the {wect Concord hgrc, we {uppole
all Churches fhould do well to conttitute their general Confittories of {ucl})_
feeing fuch helps fhe may have ftill, in things 'ordinar)f to each Offce, if

e render not her elf unworthy of them. :

3. Now for the Quality and Authority of the Decrees made by this,-
or fiicceeding Affemblies, the Calfe is clear of it felf ; Thefe were fuch.
things a5 feemed good to the Holy Gholt, ot that the Holy Ghost now re--
Vealed them, butbrought to remembrance what the Scriptures had faid
oncerning them, and partly by what before that time had been thewed
unto St. Perer by a certain’ Vifion 'of God?s accepting the Gentiles, tho
1ot cleanfed ‘according to Legal Purification.  And therefore'till the Holy
Shoft reverfe thofe Decrees, they are to oblige all Churches to keep them
Wviolable. ~And in this point ( as indeed in all the reft ) the Baptifed:
Churches in this Age do ftand a witnefs againft the Diforder and Difobe-
dience: of ot of the Chriftian Nations in. the Woild 5 who makeno

l'lonfci'encc of abffaining from Blosd, &c. tho they know the true'Chiir- :

ches did

: religioufly obferve thefe Decrees for feveral hundreds of Years af-
er.

Tertallian telt vs, The . Cuftom of Chriftians is to abflain from all
Blood, and thipgs Straugled, fo that st is not lawful for them, when they
feed at their T les, to meddle with the. Blood of .any. Beast. :
U ge Jedds further fafely concluded fromvhence, that all Decrées of *Genen -
‘¥al Councils are {o far obliging ouly, as the things decreed ate proved to
‘be_true, and not becaufe ‘they ‘are decréed in Council onlyss.for here
St Perer. proves, thit Churches are free from dhe Qbligatontol Legdli
; Cerg=~

,Aw“,,.'%s‘;;ﬁi&w'aﬁ;‘_,- ame
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16 Dear the Thurey,

Ceremonies, becanfe they were a Burden too beavy to be born. 2. Becdl“[’
God had accepted them already without them, And Fames [the Angch A
this Church] proves or conhrms the fame by the Scriptiures 5 and the
Arguments and Probations fatistied the Affembly, “And i0’s certain, tah
things prohibited by thefe Decrees, were always forbidden, even to Nl;) i
and bis perpetual Generations, Gen. 9. 12, &, Nor do’s this Aﬂ”e_m
Excommuuicate or Anathematize 4] that thall doube of the Neceﬂntydoo
their Determination, but very {weetly tells the Brethren, they fhall
well to comply with their

Advice; for they knew that every Chuc
had Power to punith Offenders 5

3 t
and to them they feem to leave fh:ﬁ
Care, and not to take the Power of any Ghuarch out of their Hands,
the manner of fome is,

Of the Cafe of Infants : op whether they were admitted to Baptifm ¥
the Mother-Church ¢ ;

Tn all chat is faid of the Plantation and Growth of this famous Chuschs
or in that excellent Epiftle i

; : h
. > Which was a long time after written to the
there is not one word to be found

3 of any one Infant being brought f i
2Pt 5 and therefore we hold to the Negative of this Queftion » 3’3
it is pb(,er.vablc,that tho here lnfant-Circumciﬁon was abfolutely excl de :
yetis there no Argument urged for it from theiy Bapti{m ; which had be¢!
very contiderable, had they ‘

here been any fuch ufage in this, or the Gcnnlc[;
Churches.  And becaufe it is granted now by many, and thefe the mM°
Learned too, ( among whom the Py

, ! Pifts ) that there is 7o Scripturt f;”r,
Infant Baptifm, &c. But that it frands upon the Authority of Ecclefiall
cal Tradition 3 all that we (hall fay to that Plea in this place is, to dcﬁ;:

e any Man to fhew who delivered this thingto! s
*Icis faid of t}?e R}?- Churches, and by what Authority, whether 4
Ligh of Piey ez Y1 O Hiimane ? Fop g sz, ot fignifics?
ch%ir Minds, when they thmg delivered, it i fit the Perfon or PcrfonSPeP
heard Peter 5 buc they livering fuch athing, fhould be known to be P¢*
were not fatisfied with  fong lawfully im

P powered to deliver fucha Trad!
3 tion, before we can with ety receive it *.
tisfied with the wnwritten 2 with fafety

Doltrine that was delivered 5 by carneftly befoughe St.Mark, ( whofe Gofpel is noy;;“
ure ) that he would leave in Writing unto the; the Doétrine which they had e
by Preaching, &rc. Euféb. Hift. La.C AP.Xs.  We fee that the Church of Rome ¢/t pim=
#he Gofpel in Writing, abovethe delivery of it in Preaching, though they heard it from Peter 1] )
Jelf.  Sure viey are nok he [ame now as'then, for Traditiey (from whop it's bavd taed i
75 more now to them th_an the Scripture,  And the Soripture nothing to them, but as deliver But
interpreted by T adition, ; :

.

i

T




" ‘But how then fhall Tnfants befaved if Baptifin belong not 0 them ?
Lanfwer, out of the mouth of St. Peter, Vere 11. By the grace of oir
Lord Sefus Chrift they (ball be faved. . And fure 2 man might as wellaslc
h‘?W can Infants be faved withoutFaith and Repentance, feeing 1¢ 13
{a‘dﬁh"" bat believerh not fhall be Jdamned : and except yerepents J° : ﬂ.m{l a

persfb, &e. And what anfwer could any wife man make, fave this ? The
Graceof God fufliceth them, having Chrift’s exprefs Wo
to them belongs. the Kingdom of Heaven 5 and this -he {pake of unbap-
tized Iufants too, which is therefore fo {atisfactory- that we .lleﬁd no
other evidence, If any man {ay the words which St. Peter {pake i Coun-
cil, Agts 15.11. arenot meant of Infants, and therefore 1ot pertinent
to my purpofe. I4hall only defixe him to confider, that thofe words
were {poken in oppofition to this pofition, That without Circumcifionafter,
the manner. of Molesghe Gentiles could npt.be faved : Now we know.it was
after the manner of Mofes to circumcife Infants, and therefore doubt=~
lefs thefe falfe Teachers did queftion the falvation of Infants dying with-
out Circumcifion. ~Therefore thefe words of St. Peter, which teaches
that by the Grace of aur Lord Fefuus Chrift both Feiv and Gentile fhall be fa-
wed, have their clear extent to Infants as well as to any other perions

. whatfoever : I fhall bereonly refer the Reader to what we have farther

written, in a Treatife upon this Subject, entituled, The. Controverfie a-
baut Infant-Church-Member hip and Baptifiny epitomized :,0x to one lately
written, entituled, Prefumption no Proof.

Of the Rewerénce due to Saints, Angels,and to the Bleffed Firgin i particti=
s lars accarding to the ufage of this Mather-Church. ;

1 1c was in this C:hurch where. the Holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord,
i}?)td her Converfation and Society, being with that {ele¢t Company, coil=
tll ing of an hunded and twenty Names, Afts 1. 15. among whom
t}:‘is mof} blefled Woman is exprefly natned, and by whofe Prefence

15 Motker-clmrch was honoured above all others. And hereis the laft
mﬁntxon that is made of her in the holy Scriptures. And this honou-
rable mention of her by name, and as the Mother of our Lord, (which

doubtlefs calls for great Reverence in the hearts of all God’s People) isall

g]le honouit that the Word of God does here confer apon her. This
thmmh makes no Prayers to her, nor to Chrift in_her Name, nor taught
the fucceeding Churches to do{o 3 yet furely fhe was the greatelt Saint

thatever was and if we have no ground from any dircéion, nor Prefli-
S o ; dei t

wd forit, that

i e ;

-
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dent in the Scripture to

perform fuch Devotion to Her, we cannot with
any {hew of Reafon, or

: pretence of Truth, do it to any other Crea-
ture, Saint or Angel, whatfoever,

And it is remarkable, that though this Church had occafion to make
expref(s mention of Dawvid in their Prayers, Aéts 4. 25. yet do they rot
ufe his Interceffion at all : Bue this Honour they give to Jefus Chrith
that through his Name fuch things might be done, as.might confirm the
Truth againft all Oppofers. - Nor does the Holy Ghoft give any notice
of the Worthipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Holy Virgin-in particular,
1 that Sacred Epiftle, which was fent to this Church after the death of
Bleffed Mary the Mother of Fefus 5 {o that this Mother-Chaurcl {eems alto-
- gether unacquainted with fuch Devoticns:  And much more may we.
affare our felves, the

| ¥ paid no fuch Bevotion to the Images of thefe;
or of any of them. If any affem the con

trary, we anfwer them in
the words of _7&7‘0771, Non C"edimm qllid non Legimw. S ApO]ll"
narius, We dare add nothin to.the perfest words of the New Teftament,
whereto nathing may be adde 3 andwherefrom nothing may. be taken away,
by bim that will lead a life agreeable to the Gofpel. Eufeb, Hift, ], §.Co1 4o

Thus, Brethreny T have for your fakes (as well
fre(h view of the State of thismoft Primitive Church, to. whofe holy
pattern, through the Grace of God, you have diligently laboured to-
conform your fouls ; her Principles are yours, her vernment in good
meafure 35 yourss if inany thing any of you be otherwife minded,
61y hearts defire is, that God would {peedily reveal even the fame unto
you, and then it is to be hoped that all well difpofed, will in time fee
themfelves concerned to adhere to the truth of your Principles, in the
very Order wherein you maintain them.  For as God has given to his
Church but one Way ; o he has given but

one Heart 5 when therefore
this unity of Heartis obtained, unity in the Truth will accompany it..

as. others ) taken a

Peat
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The Second P A R T,

A T PIST LE toall the Baptifed Chriftians in
England ; Exciting them to Stedfaftnefs in their
“Eloly Profeffion, under their variows Trials, and
great Afflictions. e

BRETHREN,

' G it hath pleafed God to exexcife you many years with various

. Tryals and Afflictions, for your Faithfulnefs to the Chriftian

Religion (in refpect of the Refforation of it to its ancient Pu-

rity ) both in the Form and Power of it, whexein you have

laboured hitherto, and have not fainted, but by the Grace of God

have attained to fome degree in that behalf, above what hath as yet

been attained by the generality of your Country-Men, for which you

_9we the greateft Thankfulnefs to Almighty God. And having (as I

- verily believe ) laid a right Foundation for a true Church-State, you

are indifpenfibly obliged to go on unto perfection, as the firlt Chuxches,

which were built upon the fame Foundation, wexe exprefly required

and exhorted, Heb, 6. 1,253 :
_In which Holy Profeffion, being by the Grace of God, one with )
you, and alfo called to the Minittry and Office of a Meffenger_of
your Churches [which T mention, becauile it is the moft defpifed Office
amongft all Chriftians, as it feems to have been in the Apoftles days,
1Cor.4.9,7] do hold it my Duty, at this time, to endeavour 10
"‘t?ngthen you (in what Tway ) in youx Holy Profeflion s as alfo to call
‘ C.z2

FebEA L

upon

]
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- the Do@rine of Chrift,

upon fuch as have been fhaken in
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(oot ASILis profefld by the By tized Chuxches, is the
mofk dangerots of allothér, the ! !

-%.The Principles of

Regentance, Faith, Do-
&rine of Baptifms,Lay-

Chrift, as received
in the Power and Or-
der of thefe Princi-
ples, becomes a Foun-
dation to his Church,
 which refpe@ the
Principles are  here
called the Foundation
alfo, ;

+ Dr, Tho. Bales End
to Controyerfy,

will in no

Appellation of Chinftian, z
1th any Confidence look upon, or bring .

chifim, * g,

of the prefent Ry,

their own hath told us, that if the Scriptures mult
be our Rule, &¢, ;

to the Anabaptifts
the Vi&ory to the Baprifed Ch
ter Form of D
which can never be, Yea
this place for us, from th
Ancient Chriftian Religion, that the Rhemifts

'y beingindeed the neatelt to the Truth,

i, of all forts of Perfons, who
For,

clofe to the Rules of St, Panl’s Cate-
€. 6.152. (2sthe Ancients ufed t0

call ic ) except the Baptifed Churches ? To fay no-
_ thing of ‘others, ¢

an ‘they of the prefent Roman

© 18 on of Hands, Re. C“‘_’”lifk—Clerh, in. any wife fquare theinfelvesy
pirredtion of the Dead, ' or Jaltify their prefene Church-State by the Rule.
Eterna_l Judgment, of thofe § :

acred P

¢ rinciples; in the- fimplicity of
them ? No, thefe

thefe Principles of GhrifPs Doctrine,
Wile be concordarte with the Catechilm

: urehes; anlels 4 bet-
Octtine can be affigned than this 1%
» foplain ana prefling 15,
¢ trie Inftitution of the

For thus they [peak upon

theTﬂ_ctg. Heb.6, 1,2, We Jee heveby (fay they ) whar the Jorft grounds’

of Chriftian Inftitation, o Catechifm,

were in the Priviitive Chityehy

neceflary Inftruction and Bilief of cortaint
Doines, had by Word of pfoy, and Tradstion, before' Men came to _tﬁ’"
Scriptures, which could yos treat of things Jo particilarly as was requifite

Sor the teaching of all neceflary Grounds,

swelve Articles contained 2 the
wance before Bapiifm + the My

Apofiles Creeds The Dottrine of Pe-
er and Ne'ceﬂit_),i of Baptifin y the Sa

erament of Impofition of Hands after Baptifin, cafled Confirmation’s the

,Arl‘ic/e.f qfthe Reﬁﬂ'i’é&wn,, 7”6@7”@?#, Q”df”“h\.hke; ﬁbl?h'vﬂt ;;f::;r 4

that for any to

plain giving up

{eetns to be ander no {inall’ |

Among thefe Points were the
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zh:‘ng: firft laid, if one [hould be. ﬁn; to pick, bis Faith.ont gf;kg Serip-
raves, there would be mad Rile quickly. o oA .

L. 1P highly obfervable. from hence, that the firk Grounds and
rinciples of gnr Churches ( which indeed are no other than what men
xexd, Heb. 6.1, 2.) are openly acknowledged, by our moft Potent Op-
pofites, to be the fame which were an the Primitive Church, »rcccwe_d
tor the firft Grounds and Inftiturions of Chriftianity, or Christian Tnsti-
{ sution and Catechifm.  Thatin the Primitive Church,thefe Grounds were
held in the very Order now oblerved by the Baptized Churches 5 par-

( ticularly, Repentance before Baptifm, and Impofitiomof Hands after Bap-:
tifm. Sure thisis a full Teltimony, that the Inftitution of the Bap-
3 tized Churchies Criow wrongfully ‘called Anabaptifts) and theirs. only, is

ttuly Apoftolical. Whillt all the. Pedsbaptists in the World (among
- whom the Papifis) have’ quite fubverted this Order, giving their {lp--
" pofed Baptifin before Repentance, and. that unto Pexfons that are not
' ¢apable of Repentance. s T ey,

» 2. “They tell us there was'a weceffiry Intruction and Belief of cartain
| Points had by Word of Mouth and Tradition, before men came to the Scris
1 Pture. Admit this to be {0, -in refpet .of fuch parts of - the Holy Scxi--
Ptures a5 were then unwritten, when the Apottles firlk preached. the:
Gofpet s yet it is certainly falfe, inrefpect of fuch Books of Scripture.
as wexc then in beings for it’s evident that our Blefled Saviour pro- -
pounded the Text of Scripture, Like 4.17,18519. and thence preach-
! ed t6 “tHe People; and commanded his Hearers o fearch the Seri-
} Prares, ohn 5. 29. He did not {end his_Hearers t0 Tradition, as the:
: Papists do,  No, verily, he rejeted the Traditions of the Elders.of the:
Ewitly Church, and appeals to the Scripture Magth. 15, Mark,7.. . .
flle d‘-‘ grear Apoftle of the Jews, St. Peser, even then when he was:
P, Wwith the Holy Ghoft, 4éks 2. 17. preached from, ‘and notably:
AIZi ™Ms his Doctrine by the Scriptures, A¢F, 2. not by Tradition..
0d Philip, 4cts g, 35. began at the fame Scripture which the Eunnch -
read, and preached to him Jefus, withoit maki fe of Tradit:
Al pobreadt ) 5, aking any ufe of 7radition,
35' 10 being mighty in the Seriptures (not in Tradition) convinced the
Chw{, vﬂlCng. (not by Tvadition) bus by the Scriptures, that Fefus isthe
P riff. So did the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, St. Pul, Aéts 28.23-.
R ;’fﬁ“j”g menconcerning Jefws, ont of the Law andthe Prophets (not out
adition ) from Morning 10 Evening 5 and the beit fort of St. Panl’s:
Hearers,
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Hearers, Jearched the S¢ ;

. ~
riptares  da

sly, Crot Tradition to ,'-emhether it .
tbi,’zg; ﬁ”kméyhiMIvere h. .y’( St ol ) ﬁ SC S,

3. Nor can the Papifts tell us what one Point of Neceffary Inftruction
Ot Belief was delivered by Word of Mouth, which is not now contain-
ed in the Holy Scripture 5 if otherwife, let them aflign fome weceffary
Point of Faith or InStruction, fic , as without which, we cannot know
and ferve God truly and fully,” and be faved eternally, which is not
contained in the <

Holy Scriptares, * But as this wil] hardly be attempted
fo let me exhort you, Brethren, to bewa i

= 2 re of a] Principles
and Dorins, ‘which have”any tendency manner of Princip
Authority and Sufficie

‘ ¢y 1o weaken or invalidate the
.actency of the Scripeur '
to be of that fufficiency

_ ; ¢ Books of Sacred Scriptures
were extant) asto furnifh the az,, of Go '

And then certainly, hc. Who s in all Points of Faith and Inftruétion, @
good Chriftian, according to the Dorine contained in the Holy Scri-
ptures, will be out of the reach of any juft reprehenfion, though he
know nothing of the unwritten Traditio

3 n, {o much pretended and ad-
mired by the Papifts, or others, - %

Being thus ‘fecur’d in your Principles, from

the very conceftion of
your Enemies, and by the Authority of the beft Y

: and moft Sacred An-
tiguity, even the Holy Scriptures, you haveno caufe

; : to fear the moft
fmportant difficulties, wherewith “pofli

bl we may be tried i thele -
days. . And that we may the better fee how ‘the' ca

; fe flands between
the Baptifts and the Papists, with refpedt to the two great Ordinances
of Chrift, to wit, Holy Baptifm, ?"}1 the Holy Tible of our Lord
Jefus Chrift 5 we will here take a ‘View .

4n a diftinét Column by it felf, the better to difern their Difparicy.

¥

of theone, and of the othe :
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G N e I SR,

Mark
16. 15,

i Rom, 10,

75h;‘17.
3.

Aits o,
38,

Deat the Chuted.

The Munner of Bap-
tifm among the Bap-
tized  Beliewers
commonly called A-

nabaptifls.

Baptiff..

' THE Meflenger - or

Elder being attired

(in: comely Raiment, not

much different from' the
reft of his Brethren, firfh,
Preaches the Gofpel to. e-
very Creatire that isca-
pable . and willing to
hear, and when by hearing
they have received Faith,

the Minifter explains the

Dottrine -of Repentance

from dead Works, and of
_ Faith towards' God, for
the further Jllumination of |

the Difciples underftand-
ing;"in the knowledge of
the only trie Gody and onr

< Lord Fefin Chrift, thar

they may obtain ~Eternal
" The Minifter “does o-
Pen the Doétrine of Re-
Pentance in . threeparts ef-

cpecially,” 7. ¢, as it confifts

in a due fenfe or know-
ledge of ‘the fufulnefs of
: fin

The Manner of Baptifm a-
mong the Papifts, common-
ly called Roman G dtho[zc/e_s :
taken out of  the Roman
Ritual, by aLearned Hand
tranflated into Englifh.

PapifF.

AF ter many preparatory Pre-
A feriptions, the Prieft being
drefled ina Purple Robe,calls the In-
fant to be Bagtifcd by.his Name,and

faith,Whas askeft thonof the Church:

of God? the God-fathers anfwer,
Eaith. . The, Preft faith: again,.

What fhalt. thou get by Faith ? The -

God-father. replics,  Eternal Life.
"Then; adds the Prieft, If therefove
thow wilt enter into Life, keep the
Commandments : Thou (halt love the
Lord thy God with allthy Heart,and

thy Nesghhour. as thy Self.

Next,the Prielt blows three gen--
tle Puffs upon-the Infant’s Face, and
Qith, Go out of himtheu unclean
Spirity and give place to the- Foly
G hoft the Camforter. Then with his -

Thumb he makes the Signof” the -

Crofs on the Infant’s Forehead and

Brealt, faying, Receive the Sign of -

the Crofs, both.in thy Forehead and:
inthy Heart, Take the Eaith of the
Heavenly Precepe, and be thy Man-
ners fuch_ asthon mayft now become

the Temple of God, ,
S e Then .

CHERFERIRE S
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o Baptest,

fm: In true Sortow for

{in committed, efpecially -

s againtt Almighty God,
e Lo

s The neceflity of fork-

king the Converfation of

{iny -~ and to walk_righte-

oufly, foberly, and godly in

this prefent Life.

e The Po&rine of Faith
: is explained ' concerniy

Mat.28. the 0§jeé’c, n xefpect (')gf

£9,20. the ‘God-head, the Fa.

ther,  the ‘Son, ‘and the

‘Holy ‘Ghoft, into whofe

. Name the Party is to be

baptized, a-n;i _efpecially

.. 5 concerning Chrift crucifi-

I e ed, burie%l, and rifen a-

oy again, and therewith is

{hewed, ' that ‘in Bsaptifm

~'we are to die unto Sin, to

SRARS “be ‘buried with' him “in

4 “Baptifm,  to rife'to a Ho-

'ly'Eifc, and fo to put on

the Lord Jefus %hng in

.3. 3, Baptifm, as to be ‘born

‘?Oh 3 3’ of p‘vVatc:r and of the

°

v f;pr.g.‘zé Spirit through the Word.

~ The Minifter does o-
pen to the Party to be
Baptifed, the whole Do-
¢trine of Baptifms ; Fixft,

. That of Water, which is
the Baptifm  of Repen-

M, 2g. tance for the Remiffion

18, of fins, ‘in refpect of the

Pqpiﬂ.' .

- Then follows a Prayer, that Gl"’d
would always protett this bis E I;’ i
one. ( calling him by bis Name) t ﬂ;
3s figned with the Sign of the Ct ”{ %
"Then laying his ®Hand upon ;36‘
Child’s Head, he comes to the! ie
nediction of. Salt, of which this
the Form. ot
I exorcife or conjure thee, O 117 f
Greatore of Salt, in the Nawt !
Godithe Father Almighty vl e
Name of our. Lord Fefus Christrks
-and in the Power of “the Holy Gh?
X4y Leonjure thee bythe living "l
X By the true God s, By the HoY

~Godvis, Bythe GodrYawlych cred

hee for the Jafeguard of ]l/IdﬂIQ‘”‘d;
andibath ordained thar thon jhﬂ”‘l i
be confegrared by bis Servants 101

People, -entring into'the Faith, ,'h.ﬂt
in the Name of the Holy Trin
tho houldfi be made- 4 whﬂl":/b';t
Sacrament for the driving away

“Enemy. Moreover, we pray i

O Lord, our God, that in f\ﬂﬂﬂ'z‘;

ing, thouw wouldfe [antlifie v
Cf"‘”"“’ of Sﬂ/f{lmginb/ejﬁﬂgo'k‘::
wouldft-blefs it v}, thar it may Wd .
all -that veceive ity a4 perfett M¢ o
cine, remainingin their Bowtl’zﬂ.ﬂ
the Name of the fame Fefus C}ﬂ
onr Lord, who is about to -‘:l p
Judge the Quick, andthe Deats ™"
“the World by Fire. . Amer.

Ther

Power
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122,23,

Dear the cyureh.

<UL Baptift.
Mar. 23, Power by which it 15 com=
13 manded the extent of 1t, t0

Afts 2, €very repenting Sinnersthe
28, & endof it,to be a Picdg of
23.'16, the walhingaway of Sin,
Rom, 1 3. gmd to give us admiflion
13, into the Church of Chrift,
Hep,1o, to draw near to God in
27, Prayer, with full aflu-
‘ rance, having the Heart
{prinkled from an evil
- Conlcience, by Faith in
the Blood of Chrift, and
% our Bodies ‘wafhed with
pure Water, even the
Water of the Baptifinal
Covenant,called the wafh-

ing of Regereration.
2, That of the Holy
Spirit, the Promife of the

Al », . Spirit being made to all
38, that our Lord doth calland

therewith doth explain
the fourth Principle of
Chrift's Doctring, Laying
on of Hands, with Pray=
ers, as the Means ap-
pointed of God to obtain
that Blefling,' even  the

-Aé?. 19_

Gal.3, Promife of ‘the Spirit
14, through Faith in the
A Word of Promife.

Mazz0. 3+ The Baptifm of Af-

fliction is alfo opened,
that the "Sufferings  of
Chrift ( called by himfelf

» i

—

2P apz:/f.

| “Then thé Prieft putting 2 1'itc{c
of the Hoiy Salt into the Child’s
Mouth, faith, Take thon the Salt of
Wifdom., be it thy Propitiation unto
Eternal Life. . Amen. %

Now follows another Exorciling
of the. Devil, wherein he is con-
jured as befores then the Prieft
figns the Infant again with his
Thumb on -the Forehead, faying,
And. this Sign'of +he Holy vk« which
we give 1o bis Forchead, thou curfed
Devil, never dare thow’to violate,
by the fame Fefus Chrift our Lord.
Amen.

Then the Prieft: puts his Hand .
- on the Infant’s Head, and makes a .

Prayer in order to his Baptifms
then puts part of his Robe upon
the Child, and brings him within

the Church, faying, Enter thouinto -

the Temple of God, that thou mayst
parmke with Chrift in Eternal Life;
Amen. Then follows the Apoftles
‘Creed, and the Pater-Nofter, Ge.
Then follows another Exorcifing
ox Conjuration of the Devil. :

‘Then the Prieft takes Spittle
out of his Mouth, and touches

therewith the Ears and Noftrils of

the Infant 5 when he toucheth his
Ears, he faith, Epthapha,be open-
ed 5 and touching his Noftrils, he

faith, for a fwees [melling Savenr. -

Another  Conjuration follows  in

thefe words 3 Be packing, O Devil,
D ; for

.
bl e it o -
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. Baptift.

Deat the Thueeh.

. Papift.

a Baptifin ) may not be Jor the Fudgment of God is at ba?

teared, but patiently en-

dured, according to the

Will of God, ~ This is

the Sum of the Dottrine

- of Baptifm, taught by the

Baptifed Churches,

-The 5thand 6¢h Prip.

ciples of Chriﬁ’sDo&rine,

1Cor.15. are . likewife particularly

opened, concerning, “the

Refurrection of the Dead,

and chiefly of Chrift’s be.

ing raifed Bodily from

Abts 17, the Dead, .38 the moft

3% fure Pledg that the Dead

fhall . be raifed Bodily :

and the gtemal Judgment,

in which evegy Man fhall

1 Cor. 3. receive according to the

10, 5 Deeds done in the Body,
whether good or bad.

To all which the Par-
tyto be Baptifed, declares
his affent, in the beft
40. manner he can 5 {hewing

alfo his fenfe of Sin, and

forrow for it, his purpofe

to live holily; his Faith

i Chrift his Saviour the
Mark.'1.0nly Son of God ; and
5. that it is his defire Jto be
Aits 8. Baptifed according to the
36,37. Will'ot God.And then the
: . Minifter; with the Con-
gregation, or Perfons pre-

% fent

Then the Prieft asks the :ne.
fant, Whether he renounccsd 1l
Devil and all his Waorks, an 5
his Pomps ? in three weftions, aly
the  God-fathers an{wer diftin ‘hiS
to them, ~ Then the Prieﬁ'dlps.l't,
Thumb in holy Ol and'aﬂO“a
wg the Infant with it on hls'B-rih'ﬁ
and betwixt his Shoulders in pis
tigure of a S faying, I anoint Z “
with the Oil of Salvation in C 1
Jefns our Lord, that thou mayeft
tain Eternal Life. - Amen. s

Then the Prieft puts off hes
Purple Robe, and puts on aﬂotﬁi,
of White, and asks three Que
ons out of the Creed, and recel? :
the God-fathers Anfwers ; then ill
this queltion,IWheher 1he Infant ¥ z
be baptifed ¢ and  receiving }{e
God-fathers anfwers to that, s
pours Water thrice upon.the C s G
Head, and reciteth over it our i
viour’s Form of Baptifm, dO”’gt
each time at the naming Of
three Perfons,

o)
And now comes the Chryfim, ©

copil
holy Ointment, in which dl}li’f“%
his Thumb, and anomtmgt[;k‘1 :
fant on the Crown of the - s
in the figure of a »lg Hct 1he
prayeths O Ged Ommpqt’tf{(/;‘-w :
Eather,of our Lord 7ff”4;.6’”’7’€ ;ﬁf; y
hath regenerated thee of Waz w0
the Holy Ghaft., und-who at ‘g et

- \\“




