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DI ALOGUE, '

Between the

BAPTIST

AND THE :

) ¥ . _
PRESBYTERIAN.
: : WHEREIN | ‘fz <
The Preshyterians are punifhed by their own Pens for A
their Cruel and Soul-devouring Dolrines, making
God the Ordainer of all the Sins of Men and Devils:

And Reprobating the greatelt part of Mankind, without

any Help of Salvation. 3(’
‘Whereunto is annexed : 2
A Treatife of ELECTION, Intiruled, The Order of Caufes : o8
. Formerly publithed by an Eminent Servant of Chrift, and :
now Republifhed with fome Explication concerning F R EE- Xk

WILL. e

With an Epiftolary Preface to the Citizens of the Ancient City ;
of , being in Anfwd¥to Dr. Gllings, the greatelt Aflertor
of the ReprobatarianPrinciple.

R o

By THOMAS GRANTHAM, Mellenger of the
Baptized Churches in Lincolnfhire. E 9

Pfel. 64, 7, 8, 0. But ©od (hall flhoot a¢ them with an Arrow, fuddenly fhall they be :
wounded.. S (hall they maflie th{',;r own Tongue to fall upon themfelves s All thas fee | 1§ 3
them (ball flee asvay. And all Men fball fear, and (bull declare the Work of God',
for they fhall wifely confider of his Daing.

LO NDONE“Printed in the Year 1707. Price'r 5. [}
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An Epzﬂalarjy Pﬁchg to the Citizens of tb:éi @Aﬁciéﬁt‘

Being inAnfier to Dr, Collins, theQreateft Afferior ofthe. Reproba-
NN Vb hoshalas & starz'qnl’,rmciple. vibioir! bad i pod W -
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< Hniputeddois s wiiionik ob 28 dovt fimiins Jfsulol sdr to g
H-’m\ O D’s Providence having ordeted my Refidencein this Ciry,
4+ 1 andmy Bufinefs being to-preach the Gofpel, Ihaye endeayour-
. ~g ed to perform my Office amongf(t you 5 for which I havemet
Qi ®  with manyunkind and undue RefleQions, and morecfpecially.
si b 11 fromy thatSort bf‘Piofdﬂ'wswhg*hasc,;eﬁp@&@fﬁt}}\@?{jﬁﬁi"ﬁﬁs
and. Dorine of Mye Fobyr Calviny: conceraing: his Imaginary Deceeof!

abfolute anil irrefpedive Reprobagion::s v ox sy o ) G gl o
“Fwo Confeffions of Faith I find much received i thi¢ €ity, .containjng.
thefe words, -God did from all Exernity, freely and wichangeably ordain
ALL THINGS whatfocver come to pafs.——=iidpil thati hisl Alg14 b
Power exctendeihiv feif, evén tothefirt Fally'and alliothér Sims afiAngels
and, Mewn, anditbar npt:by abure Permiffion] Aud thot by ihé-decreerafi
Godfome Angels ahil Men were fire-ordainied 1o Evenla/ling Deaths—ds

A

- drid thar thefe Angelsand Men thus predeflinated and. fore-ordgined -arel

particularly and unchangeably defifned s and sheir Nugmber fo certain, and.
definite, that it camnor bé' eitheréncreafed on diminifbed, Sce the:Comfe.
of Faith by the Affem. of Divines. In which Confeffion they alfo teach,
That God' did ‘not deexee ahy of thofe thifgs,: becanfehé. forelaw they
would come to pafs : But they make the Decree of God the Fiz/ff Caufe
ofall things whatfoever comes to pafs; Chap.: 5. Seff. 2. Sdthat ageoidirg
to this Dotkrine, all the Sins, both of Devils and:Meny fromi the begip--
ning:to the end of tlie World, was by forceiof God’sDeorgesy, The, firfd
Canfe; unavoidably neccffary's and heseupanalip theainavoiable ddam:
nation of juft fuch a Numbeitbothaf Angelsand Men,@asiGatt wionld)
have to be damned, and no more. '
And hereupon it will follow, that God’s Decree was the Firft Caufe thar
Cam.killed his Brothet Abe/ 5 that Rueben polluted his Father's Bed ; that
David committed Adultery with Bathfheba, and Murdered Uriab ; yea,

and of all the Villanies in the Won%. The odioufefs of which Doftrine
2 will
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4 An Epiftolary Preface (

will better appear if we put this Cafe : A oweth B 100 /. he pays it fo;“ |
1o it-was decreed ; but then comes ( in the Night, and robs Bof hlS’lCO .
and alfo cutshis Throat. And this comes to pafs alfo by force of God’s De-
cree unavoidably ; becaufe (fay they) God didfrom all Eternity unchang-
ably decree all things whatfoever comés to pafs, That I do them no wrocg
by thus {peaking, hear the words of Calvizhimfelf, Inft. Li 1. ¢. 17- szeve;
and Murderers are the Infiruments of Divine Providence,which t he Lor

bimfelf ufeth 10 execute bis Fudgments, which be bath determined in bim-
JeIf, and that be works through them. ; : ;

- When 1 had ferioufly confidered, that many were enfnared in thefe dread-
ful and blafphemous Do€trines, to the exafperating their Spirits agalnﬁ the
Truth of the Gofpel, againft fuch as do fincerely preac!l it as the*Means

of Salvation to all Men; fcandalizing them by the
* Concerning which  Poine. NName of Free-willers,&c. Idid ﬁnq my felf con-
of Free-will youfhallhave cern’d to teftifie againft thisunmerciful Do&rine,
- ‘f.}:“g;ni"h e ”g’; and this uniighteous 'AcchfationGab?u; Fr;e.- Vglld*.;

e that sets b= And to preach the Everlafting Gofpel, that God is
ﬁi“iz?ﬁ'i’fnfci'ﬁfffﬁ'}ﬁk‘ . not wilding that any fhould peryfb, but 1bat il fhoul d
fons they accufe (if not come to repemtance, 2. FPet. 3.9. And "being well.
wnore) concerning Free-will, . a{Tured of the fincerity of my Do&rine and Par-

. pofe, 1did as Occafion offered affert the Truth,
both by Word and Writing. = - ‘

And hearing that Dr. Fobn Collings was the greateft Alertor of the
Reprobatarian Principles,- I-found an opportunity to writeto him,upon
the Occafion of a Paflage in his Book, Intituled, A Difcour/e of Divine
Love, pag. 259, which I now publifh, with his Anfwer, and my Reply,
to prevent and corre€t falfe Reports, which have gone abroad amongft
fome concerning thefe Papers.  The Do&or’s Propofition s this : -

God cannor fe?iouﬂy ‘ a&‘,. and be Sinally oppofed.

A dangerous Pofition it is ;as if'the final Impenitency of Sinner
the Iffue of fome want of ferioufuefs in God 5 tl‘l)at is,l:h);u:h hclleaﬁs tvl:grr:
to Repentance, yet he does not inwardly intend that they fhall repent:
And to this Purpofe he quotes feveral Scriprures, all which will be evi-
dent by the Papers following. My firft to/him proceeds thus,

v !

1o Some
1V orly fis 3o brs
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final Oppofition. For the things which did onc
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Dr. Collings 18 his Dif-

Some Obfervations upon a Pafage of ‘
God cannot Jerionfly a,

courfe of Divine Love, pag, 259« Viz.
ol be pallyppafid s T

y vor X
el \ ,\4‘ (1

1. Ere the final Impenitency of Sinnets is charged upon God, for that

_he is not feriousin leadinig them to Repentance'; {dire€ly contrary
to the Word of God, Rom.2.2,3545 5> )77, 85 951053h e Wi
2. It reflcEteth upon God’s gracious Expoftulation, and a&ingina way
i, (Who oppofed God finally) as if God was not fe-

fious with him. D3 s B sitelnes (itdeim el 3
~ 3. TtrefleCteth upon God’s ftriving by his Spirit with the old World;
as if God did not firive ferioufly, nor a ferioufly by« the: preaching of
Noab. wherein. God waited long,.and yet they oppofed finally. o oo

4. Tt refle€keth upon. God’s deunfgl‘at‘o"thc‘Phatifeés,';(quO,tedj';b}',: the
Dotor).as if he was not fetious in that Counfel, which: he by-his . Servant
Fobn the Bapift gave them, 20 biing orsh Ermr meet: for:»,Repen,mnqe{-,gfor
imfelf intimates, % Sl (R

. they refifted finally, asthe Dofor b ol g Y
ferious in fending his Prophets to tuin f,l[mc?l from

-8 It renders God ot
théir Iniquities, Fer. 7. 13+( which' is quoted by the Dogror) for they did
oppoik finally, and were caft out, and the Prophet was. forbidden topray
for them, 7¢7. 7. 15, 16,7~ * oD W T Latoty el oft .
6. It iinpeached God:as not ferious in ealling Tfrack: to Repentance,
Pfal, 81. (quoted by the Doétor) fos they oppofed finally, and . God.gave
%}em up rotheir own Hearts Lufts, and they walked in' beirowa Connfels,
(2 b s Y SR S ARDRY ARG Bl 8 wafatY g9
m TheiDp&or‘jeﬂe&s' difhondur upon Chrifly’as not. fexious,in bis
a&ings towards Ferufalert, whenthe would ‘have gathered. them, ((the

words are quoted by the Doétor) wwhen yet hes wept oventhem fag, (hair
e belong - 19 ¢hei Peac

were now'hid~fromthéitEy‘es; e st B KoL iveahh 1
Finally, The Dotkor is humbly intreated -that ‘he do not. oppofe God
fuch Reflé€tions as thele; nos.oyfinally rej.e&ingt_hq@ggﬂ(é_l,gf

|
et
YAl 10t

fciihillly,'by
o againft himfelf, as the Pharifeesdidyforhe hath ‘been 1ong: nde
the Power of that Sin.. 2 Gl b S
Norwich, i
Uiy Tho, Granthan:.
1690, ;
B Here



% - An Epifolary Preface

Here follows the Doftor’s Anfwer, dated Sept. 12, 1690, -

I Received a Letter this Night by an unknown Hand,from an wunknows
Perfon, who calleth bimfelf Thomas Grantham : Whofoever that
Thomas Grantham be, I perceive be is one that cither knoweth God fo
liitle, ‘as that be believed him not Omnipotent,, or of folittle Senfe, as to
affirm Omnipotency may berefifted, when it ferionfl willeth to effed an
Em-/ﬁ;_ évbicb it cannot do without a willing 1o put forth its utmoft Power
2o effe "to 3% el N ORI ¢ i .

He fecms mightily feandalizedar o Saying in a Book of Mine, on
2 Cant. p. 259.God cannot ferioufly atl, and yet be Jinally refified. That
is, becannor aét ferioufly, Jorany End or Eﬁgﬁ, and be finally oppofecd
as 10 that intended Effeld. - This Propofition I thought bad been Secured,

~as well by that of the Apoftle, Who hath refifted his Will atany time?
“Asfrom the Nature o God, who is Almighty, and tbc:;e;(ai_'e cannor be

-‘ﬁnal/y-opgo_/cd in what be refolved, [1har 15, willeth to effel? 2] But that
God may be finally oppofed inwhat be advifeth or commandeth, none thar
ever 1 beard of yer denied. ‘
Well, bus ifthis Gentleman nay nox bave bis Notion, the final Impeni-
zence of Sinners muft lye at God’s Dooyr. contrary R. 2. 2, 3, &c. Firfh,
Letthe Author prove, That Godwilledtbeir Repentance by an inward A&
of bis Will 5 for if be did not aft in ca

/ling them to Repentance, miohr
% . : 3.
bave anotber End, astowhich be was 7ot nor could nor be oppofed. 2

The fame muft be proved, as 1o bis Inflances of the O/d World, the Pha.
sifees, the Jews, &c, Let bim prove, that God within bimfelf willed 1he
Eternal Salvation of thefe Perfons, and 1o do what in_bim lay towards
i, and accordingly alled; or affirm that any. reafonabla Creatyre ‘can
Jerioufly afl for an End; and yer not inwardly will it, oy put forth bis
Power ’;'n orz’er 10 it. i il : ¥

For bis Admonition an argein the clo ey 1 fball only fay with the
Apoftle, It is a fmall thing to bs Judged of 1{'1821,_ c!,;:ecial{yyﬂflgﬂ wha un-
derftand she Nature of God no better, Buz I bave 100 much Bufinefs
Jursher 1o regard fuch Impertinencies. : '

J. Collings.

e e ol R Bl e L

b £NE) i e



R e .

Pt T L s

SR i N S e S, S

tothe Citizens of =save--, 7

Lo this Letter Lfent this Reply.

Reverend Sir,

1. IN much faithfulnefs to God and you I festyou my Obfervation

on your Pofition, z. ¢.God cannot_ferioufly ai,and be finally oppofed,
for I think you are the firft Man that ever fpake {0 of the God of Truth.
But you perfift in it, and labour todefend ir, by accufing me of Ignorance
about God’s Omnipotency; and are you fure you know him therein unto
Perfection 2 Youcannot fairly colle€t from my Paper, that God can be re-
fifted in the thing wherein he will a&t Omnipotently, forthen he {hould
ceafe to be God. Butdoes God never a& Serioufly when he doth notaét
Omn}ilpotemly? This, Sir, feems to be yourNotion, but it is farfrom
Truth. :

2. Nordo thefe words [who hath refifted his Will az any time 7 prove
your Propofition ; for I find them not in the Bible, Indeed, St. Pau!
thews that fome Bold Spiritswould be ready to interrogate the moft High
much after that rude manner, but I hope Dr. Collings will notdo fo. For
he cannot butknow he hasoften refifted God when he ferioufly advifed
himto the contrary, as well as my {elf and others have done, for which
We ought to be grearly humbled. ™ Let him not think to. defend him-
felf by adding tothe Text, left he be reproved. .

3. You feem to hold that God cannot affe€ an End, (I {foppofe you
mean, he cannot convert a Sinner Jwithout awilling to pur forth the ut-
moft of his Power to effect ir. Bur you cannot give an Inftance where
he ever did exertto put forth the utmoft of his Power in any rthingthat
ever he did. We muft takeheed welimit not the Power of the Almighty,
left whilft. weaccufe others, weour felves prove our fclves the moft ig-
norant of his Omnipotency. e ;

4. Youthould not alter the Terms of your Propofition. Butlet uscon-
fider what you now fay ; Godeannot ferioufly aff (youfay) for any End
or Effed, and be finally oppofed as 10 that intended Effeci. And yer you
grant Godmay be finally oppofed in what he advifeth or communds : Bur
feeing you explain God’s refolving by his willing a thing, here {eems tebe
a plain Contradi€tion, unlefs you can be fo hardy as to fay,when G- d ad-
vifeth or commands Mento forfake Evil, and learn to do Well, his Will is
not that they fhould do fo5 and when he commands allMen everywhere to
repentand obey his Voice, he inwardly never intends they fhall. do.the
onc or the other, forhe wills not that; and if he willsnot that, thcn;;)e

v,

‘-&.—.".‘:4}‘_ P



8 An Epiftolary Preface

wills the contrary, that he may punifh them for not doing that which he

would not have them to do ; orelfe he wills nothing at all, and fo his
Advice and, Commands fignifie nothing, But indeed your meaniog IS,
God commands and advifeth Men well, but wills they !hall not-ohey
that 3 fo he may. damn them for not obeying, asappears inthe clofe 0

your 2d Paragraph. And you alfo put me to prove, that Go_d will Sinners
to Repentance, Rom. 2. by an inward Will. And whatis_this, but to tell
the World that God does not mean as he fpeaks ? Sir, Was itnot the Ri-
<ches of hisGoodnefs, and his Long-fuffering, that fhould have led them 0
Repentance? Ono ! You will imagine God had nofuch End, but another,
as to which God was not, nor could be oppofed, and that wasnot their

Salvation ; why thenit muft be their Damnation. But I had rather be- -

lieve the Apoftle than you s he fhews thatGod’s End was to lead themto
Repentance, and that is the Way to Salvation.

5. But I muft provealfo, rhaz God willed within bimfelf the Sakvation |

of the Old World, the Pharifees, &c. whom he called to bring forth

Eruits meet for Repentance 5 and that he willed the Eternal Salvation of :
the Jews, Pfal. 18. and thofe over whom Chrift wept for their Difobe-

dience, with an Inward Will,

1. Then forthe Old World, The Lord was fo ferious, and foinwardly
concern’d, that he ftrove with them by his Spirity end it grieved him ar
bis fleart that they werefo difobedient:  And he gave them a Preacherof |

Righteoulnefs, and an Hundred Years fpace to repentin, And I think this

{hews that he inwardly willed their Repentance; yea,. and Tam furethat

had they repented he would nothavedeftroyed them, for he hath taught
?fo bto judge of his Threatnings -againft finful Nations, Fer.18,7,8.
‘yonan 3. 10. e o
2. Is it poffible that you {hould call in queftion God’s Serioulnefs
with the Jews ? Pfal. 81. Are not thefe his words ? O that my People bad |
hearknedunto me, andMiacl bad walked in my Ways ! Verf. .

- {peak this to hisFriends, or Enemies either, it would be great unchari-
tablenefs to think you were not ferious, and had an inward will for their
Happinefs, unlefs we knew you to bea Diffembler, [which Femper can-
not be found in God. ] . s EEREDE A

3. That Chrift was [inwardly] ferious in his Endeavouts to. gather 7¢-
rufalem, appears by his Words, and by his Tears,  which are fuch as

1
{

‘may.even break an Heart of Stone.  And fure I am, God’s Mind in

fending Chrift to them was to turn Every one of them away from. their *
Tniguities, ASks 3. wlt. deie |
4. Now

i

o e BT it U D
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: / erf.13. Sce alfo -
Ver/.8, 9, 10. and judge yur Lelf. Surely ifyou, orany Man elfe, fhould -

|
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4. Now for the Pharifees, they were part of the Fews towhom Chrift
was fent.to, and x-n.many,'l'.hmgs they were the beft Sett of the Jewifh
People, and God did, by his Servant Foha, ferioufly call them to Kepen-
tance ; yea, his Counfcl was of God, Lu&. 7. 29, 36, Whoever faid 1o
the Houfe of Yacl, Seck ye me in varn. And if he were not now {erious,
but fpake one thing, and thoughranother; yea, determined and refolved
another, you then will make him fay to them, Seek ye me invain. But far
it be from the Almighty, that his Word thould be 2ez and Nay. Sir, It is.
becaule God is true, that his Minifters may boldly affure poor Sinners
that he Wills not their Death, but that they turn and live 3 yea, he hath

 fwomn, He bath no pleafureinibe Death of e Wicked, And hence I
. conclude, [ againft your dangerous Pofition }§

HagGod is altogether ferious
even as Serioufnefs it felf. ek igﬁ :

T ho. Grantham.

T this Letter the Door gave no Reply. But a Friend of his fent
me a fmall Paper of Verfes, as I fuppofe, to pick fome Quarrel with me
about Free-wi/l . And thus they fpeak, ;

I F Fuith be not, what can we_then forefec 2
Or, bow can weavoid it if it be €
If by Kree-Will in our own Alls we move,
How are we bounded by Decrees aboves
Se whether we drive, or whether we be driven 4
If 1L, ir’s ours 5 if Good, the A of-Heaven,

- 'To this captious piece of Poetry, I sade this fbort return.

UR own Free-Will ! *Tis none-fenfe, fince 'tis true,
Our own we are not 3 Then our Will isdue

To him that made us ; and'when we wereloft,
Reftord our Lofs at his own proper Coft.

Free-Will’s more ralk’d of, than well underftood 5
That Will’s not truly free, that is not good.
God is no Author of the Will that's Evil 5

' The Will that leads to Sin is of the Devil.
Decrees from Heaven reftrain, not farther Sing

Much lefs does caxfe Sin. For it did begia
C From
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tan ; 'This God's Word doesplainly fhew, b
%“rrc;‘ng csl;!ar ¢’t on Heaven’s Dggrees,‘ their Chargé will tue.
Norwic%, whence came this Leaven into thee,
To fix thy Sin ﬁrﬁ upon God’s Decree ?

T.G.

After this another namelefs Poet affaults me,
exceeding ridiculous, it would but prophane the
to Pofterity : And becaufe their chief Clamour w
that Chrift died for all Men ; and for that caufe calling me zgalfe Teach-
er, 1 refolve to try whether plain Scripture, without my Commentaty,

would pafs for currant among our Reprobatarians, whereof I wrote as
followeth. ‘ :

Mufes to commit them

o the Namelej.'s" and 'Noizjérz/z'qal Poet,

SIR G R : i
Our great Quarrel is; becaufe Iteach this Dottrine,  That Chrif?

died for all, and not only for fome.
Now thus faith the Lord, ,
Heb .9, We fee Fejus made a little lower than the Angels forthe Juf-

Jering of Dearhy———that be by the Grace of God Jhowld tafte
Death for every Man. : :

1 Joh2.2. He is a Propitiationfor our Sins: and not fop ours onl) 2
Tl alfo for the Sz'rﬁ- of the whoie World. for ours only, bu
He gave bimfelfa Ranfom for all,
14, 15, - ,.A"lr}d if one died for all, then were all dead -
ora . -
Joh:6.x5. The Bread that 1 will g1vey is my Fefb, which I will o;
the Life of ibe Worldox 2 s/ls ceobi it gioe for

x Tim. 4. Godis the Saviour of all Men efpecially of them thar believe.
:.O.Timé This is good and acceptable in ’tbe JSight i}fc-;od onr Savi;ul; 5

And that be died

who will have All Mento be aved, and ;
g b Trub, f > and come to.the &rzowledgt of
2 Peto g9,  Nor willing that any fhouid perifby but thar Al fhould come
toRepentance, - a

And

but his Lines being &

asagainft my preaching, . :




ofl
fie

bt

tothe Citizens of seamees. 13

‘And be commanderh All Men every where 10 repent. Adt.17.50,
As by the Offencesof One, judgment came on all Men 5 €0enJe Rom,s.11;
by the Righteoufnefs of One, the free Gift came upon All Men to ,
juftification of Life.
" For asinAdam 4/l die,even foin Chrift Joall all be made alive. 1 Cor: 1.§
They that bave done Goodto the Refurretlion of Life 5 andthey ]20211 -

that bave done Evil, 10the Refurretlion of Damration. ;
Denying 1he Lord that brought them, and bring on themfelves 2 Pet. 2.1

 Jwift Deftruttion.

borGod fent not bis Son into the World to condemn the Worid 3 John 3.
but that theWorld through bim right be faved. He that believeth 175 13
on bin, is not condemned 5 but be that believerh not, is condemned
already, becaufe be bath not believed in the Name of the only be-

" gotten Son of God.

God wiil judge the Secrets of Men according 10 1he Gofpel. Rom.2. 16

Which bath been preached to every Creature under Heaven. Col. 1. 27,

He bath fhewed thee, O Man, what is good. ' : glxl.‘;l;':' g.'

an}"?g’{ﬁrt%:ri;?c{am? andfull of compaffion, Slow to anger :

The Lord s good to all, and bis tender Mercies are over-all PL.145:8.
bis Works. : et
By thefe Authorities I teach, that Chrift died for All

Now, Sir, Théw me (if you can) where the Scripture tells us, 1hat
Chrift diedbut for fome only, and not for all. For hitherto I have not
met with any {uch Teftimony in theWord of God. - >

~ And fecing youthink Chrilt died but forfome only, fhew me fuffi-
cient Teftimony from the Scripture, that he died for your felt: And
name one (ifyou can ) now livingin this great City, for whom Chrift
died not. And when you have done thefe things well, you may €X-

peét fome further Account ofyour Paper. :
i ‘ " Your abufed Friend,

. 'Tha, Grantham.

Fir{ally; To giveyou fome Account of the Dialogue and Treatife en-
faing. For the Firft 5 Being a great diftance from my Study, I could
not have the help of my own Books. The Colle&ion therefore whichI

here give you, | have taken from {everal Writers, but chiefly from Mr.
: C2 Tho,
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s §) An Epiftolary Prefate, &c.
Tho. Pierce (aPerfon of great Learning and Judgment) ; 2. Frot his -
reét Copy of Notes.

2. His Divine Philanthropie defended. 3.WHis Di-
vine Purity defended. 4,

TheSelf-Revenger exemplifiedin Mr. B. And, 5
Self-Condemnation exem lified in Mr. W. and others, Where the fudi-
ous Reader may not onfy find thofe Quotations more ﬁ}lly fecdown, and
pethaps more exa&tly quoted, but alfo very well ‘maintained, (againft

is learned Adverfaries who have laboured to excufe them, and to pal-
tiate the Difeafe which they difcover) ; and therefore 1 have the more

willingly made this prefent ufc of them, 1 hope without his Oftence, "=
For the Treatife, you

will thereinfind the Cafe of Eleifion clearly
handled, and{o familiar}

ailiarly demonfirated according to Scripture-Light,
- that the meaneft Capacity may arrive at competent Satisfaltion, and be
~delivered from the difmal Sn
cumbered by Mens prefumptuous pretendin
‘God, contrary tohls revealed Will in his

fordity, and caMs in queftion the Veracity o

ord:  Whichisa wile Ab
is mo wvariablenefs,

f the Almighty, with whom
nor fbadow of turnings T T Antk
. Morwich, 12¢h Month : . C b
Cvilg, Fob) 1650, ~ You Seryan; for Jefus fake,
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A Brief Didlogue, wherein. the Presby_tériéqs
 are punifbed by their own ;Pgm. ‘_

j ssb b 5 ghinisiro oF o dapefls oL drob sk
¥ W7 Ell met; Six 5: Thave fomewhat to fay unkoiyou, -0
- ' . Rreshyterian. 2101 J0muEd o0

v £ Pray fay on, I would know what’is the matter. ' -
Bapr. I wasreading an Author the other day, and he declares, That the
‘Dotlrine of the Presbyterians isblafphemons againft 'God, and cruel to
Mankind; ~making. Godthe Author of Sin,and 'the deftroyer “of Man-
kind, in the greateft part,withoutany:Metcy, orhelp for theit Salvation.
Pr. This is anheavy Chargeindeed; but it is fot trae /in’ this, we do
mot make God the AuthorofiSin: Wedo fay indeed, by our Confeffion of
Faith made by 1be Affembly of Divines, and approved by-the General Af-
Sembly of the Kirk of Scotland, Thar God did from il Eternity, frecly
anduncbangeably ordainwhatforver comes ro pafs,Chap. 3. F Wl
Bapr. But when you fay that God.didfreely and wrivhanseablyordait
whatfacver comes' to pafs; do yowinedn that God ofdain’d allthe’Sins of
-Aqulls».and-Men, thav theyo fhould come 1o pafs;: of rneceffity -or - unas
~oiahly » b daidw egotisyiid bow fBoleCl grey ‘sir o sud
Pr. Xes, that is our,very_meaning forwe tell you' in the fame’ Book,
Chap. 5.Thar the Almighty Powerof God, extends it fe{f&to"-tbc Sirft Fall,

and all otber Sins of Angels and Men, and that-nov byabare Permiffion, &,

- -Bap. What do you mean; by the Almighty Powerof God ‘extending
it felt to the firfk Fall, and alk:other SinsofBagéls and Men?  © 7

Pr. We mean, and fay in exptefs words, That by a Neceffity of divine
Providence the Fall of Adarm did necefarily thappen, ‘that' God 'made 4+
slam and Eveto this very purpofe, that he might{uffer them to'be tempt-
ed, and led iinto'Sin; and' that. by force of 'his Counfel or Decree! it could

- nototherwife be, but that they muft fin. Pifcar, Difp.Prefipheo 154

Bap. This feems very ftrange that God fhouldlay Adam tridera neceflic ¥
of Sinning. onrEd vords aory olbi g dsily ee boD T Dl ods
Pr.Itcould not otherwife happen than God'had ordain’d;and in refpeét
of God’s “Decree; ‘there is ‘no contingency (or condition) in'the ' World:
. . : And
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and therefore Adanr’s change from Good to Evil, was abfolately neceffary
to the execution of God’s decree. Pifcat. Difp..pradeft. - -

Bapt. But.do you-not ground.this Decree-upon God’s. F oreknowlédge;
rather than upon his Will ?

Pr. God forfees nothing but what he hath decreed. and -his Decree doth

recede (or go before) his Knowledge.  Adam 'eceflarily - fell in refpeét

of God, and it behoved him to: Sin, not by the idle. permiffion of God
feparate from his will and Decree. * Pifear. Difp. predeft.

Bapr. Canany fatisfalory Reafon begiven for this Dottrine ?

Pr. Man doth fall. God’s Providence fo ordaining it. And the firfk
Man fell, becaufe the Lord thought itexpedient : Why he thoughtic ex-
pedient we cannot _tell. . Calvin. Infd. 1. 3. r. 23. fedl. 8. |

Bapt. By this Dottrine you make God the Author of Sin, though you -

would deny it. .. ¢

. Pr. God doth holily drive, or -thraft Men on to Sin or Wickednefs, that
he may-punith Sins with Sins. God is the: Author of Sin'one. way, and the
Devil another s yer we fay, God is the Author, :not of thefe A&ions. a-
lope, in and with which Sin is, bue of the very Pravity;-Ataxy, Anome,
Irregularity and Sinfulnefs it felfwhich is in them ; ‘yea, that God hath
more hand in Mens SinfulnefS, than they themflvés. Comfors. for Be-
liev.p. 36,37, N ) {1098 %

Bapr. How is it poffible that the Holy God fhould haveany will to, or
hand in; theSins of Devils and Men:? 0 R T

Pr. Adultery or Murther is the Work.of God the Author ; faith Zuingl,
de. prov. ¢. 6. God may feem notto be the caufe of human ‘Actions only,
but, of the very Defe€ts and Privations which cleaveunto them, Per.
Mars.in. 1 Sam. c. God procures Aduleery Curfings, Lyings, Pifcar. Refp.
ad Apol. Britii. p. 143, All wicked Men do all thﬁf they do by ‘Force of
God’s Will, idem Refp. ad Tauff p. 651 God efficacionfly a&eth; ot effet-
eth; and by his efficacy ‘performeth all things withoutany: the leaft ex-
ception.  Beza cont. Caflel: Aphorifi 15,6,.7. v 10 4l tod o3 I 1

Bapr. Thefe are very unfavoury Speeches. T ever ,;hougllt_, anddo yet
belicve that the Devil and wicked Men are the Authots ot Sin jand that
God only fuffexs Sins; and that, he doth notby violence'alwayshindex them,
though: he does often yeftrain them, and gtacioufly, pgghlbus,al:l.;q_;n under
pain of difpleafurenct wag wiid By vedt tody nel S Ion
_ Pr. The Devil and Wicked Men are fo. refttained: onievery ﬁde-wg;h
the Hand of God, as with a Bridle, that they cannot conceive, mor. con-
wive and execute any Mifchief, not{o-much as-endeavour 'its Execution,
and further than God himfelf -doth notpermit -only, me;,comancky;r;?:
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afe they only held in Fetters, but compelled alfo. as with aBridle to pe
orm Obedience to fuch Commands, Calvin. Inff. L 1.c. 17 God exr-
citeth Man to the A& of Adultery, that heftirreth'thern up to unjuft Adks,-
as 2 Man puts Sputsto: a-dull Jade. Mr. Barlee cont. M. 1iPs

Bapt. Certainly the Original of Sin is Satan’s Malice, and the Lufts of
the Flefh, and cannot be bottomed on God’s Decree, for he tempted not
any Man; not inhis Commands, for they prohibit all Sin. Y

Pr. God’s Decree, by which any: is deftin’d to Condemnation, is not
an A& of Juftice ,nor doth his Decree prefuppofe Sin-----When God makes.
an Angel or a Mana ‘Frangreflor, he himfelf doth not trangrefs, becaufe
he doth not break a Law- _ The fame Sin, v:z, Adultery or Murther, inaf-
much as it is the Work of God; the Author, Mover, and Compeller, it is
not a Crime. ; but inafmuch as it is of Man; it is Wickednefs.: Dr. Twifs.
in Serm. De Prov. See Mr.: Peirce, Correl Cop.p- 10, R -

Bapt. This is highly, .grofs, that you thould charge God with making
the Deyilsand Men Ttanfgteﬁ‘ors s whereas God made Man wupright, but be
bath fought out many Inventions. b o, ' ; :

Pr. God doth ftir up the Devil to lie, and is in fome manner the caufe
of Sin, and thruffeth on the Wills of the Wicked to greviousSins. « Per-
Vernmil. in Ep. ad Rem. pi 403, 406.-and 38. Yea,(God doth ncite, fe-
duce, draw, -command, harden, andinjett Deceptions, . and effetteth
thofe things whichare grievens §ins. Pifcat. od Amic. Dupl, Verftis,p,176:

Bapt.By this Do€lrine you make Man aninfignificant .Cypher, and God
the principal altor inall Wickednefs. Bugfeeing the, EIeE{ do fin as well
as others, Who is the Cgufe of their Sins 2. ' s v

Pr.Though Reprobatesare predeftinated to Damnation.and to the Caufes
of Damnation, and creaged to that end thatthey may. live, .wickedly, . and
be Veflrls full of the Dyegs of Sin s yetit followsnot thatGod’s abfolute
Decree is the Caufe of all the Viliainies and Lewdnelles in the World, be-
caufe, befides the Sios of the Reprobates, there are alio  other Villainies
committed, namgly. by.the Elett. Pifcat..conty, Tauff. D, 47. :

Bapt. Butiyou do notanfverthe Queftion, Whether did God decreg thar
the. Ele§ fthould Sin2 oz vd boveilod 4oy | oldi rynai #F3l '«

P Nothing isdone-withput God’syWilly nonot without his Opesations

“for God worketh all things-inalk Mep, therefore he willethand effetleth
“that uroodly Mendolivein their Concupiicences. Trigland. Apof.ps 372

Bap:. But why do you nctanfwer the Queftion direétly, Whether, Go
decreed all the Villainies- committed' by the Ble€te. o o 211 8

"Pr. God doth incite; fubdue, draw andharden, and,injeft Jeceptiong ;
rand doth or efiztiath thofe things which, arg; hainous and, gricvows . Sins
Mart, in Fudg. 3. 9. Dy 49 i ’ e bézpz_’

v

<
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“Bapr. This is indeed a general Anfwer, but yer you fpeak not direéily
to} the Queftions -+ & "1 SLBAEMETOd funl s
Pr. Trdoth, or at leaft may appear from the Word of Gad,.that ‘we
heither can do #iore Good thin we do, not omit - more Evil than we do
becaufe God from all Eternity hath precifely decreed, rhat - both the Good:
and the Evil fhould be fo done: Pifear. ad Amic. Dupl. Verfl.p. 176.
Bapr. This comesnieat the Point 3 bue can you fay no more? il
Pr. Itis fatally conftitured, when, and how, and how much every one,

of usought to loveand {ftudy Piety, ornot tolove it Pijcat. idem p.223.
and’ Beza falth the famt. Thatboth the Reprobates and rhe Eleét wete
preordained to Sin, as Sin,

in as much as the Goodnefs and Glory of God
was to be declared thereby., Zanch. de

Nat. Dei, .aliq Edit. p.572.
Ba’gt.-Why, {hall we think that God b s i 2
had i ,
Pr. 'God made Men with this intent, of to this purpofe. that they might:
really fall 5 becaufe he could not atrain hisp
than by this Courfe, Pifcar. cont. Schifm. p. 29.

Bapt. By this Do&rine youmake God the Caufe, both of Sin z8d of
Punithment- s
Pr. TheReprobates are therefore et converted, becaufe God will not

have them converted.  Triglind. ex Comment. Calv; in Ezek. 18, p. 138.
God’s firft Conflitution was thar fome thould be deftin'd o eternal Ruin ;.

and to this end their Sins were ordained. and d

- o gl efertion ot denial of Grace
in order to their Sins. Zaznch. de Nat. Dei, p. 740.

Bapt. 1 canby no means believe that ovir good God made any Man on
purpofe that he might be damned, ,

Pr. God madde Men to divers Ends; and fome to the End thae they
might fuffer Brernal Torments. He appointed alfo, or ordained, that thofé
Men being intire, thould fall from cheir Integrity ; and that for this Reafon,
that whom he created for Defirution, he might Reprobate ; to thisEnd,
that he might punith them out of Juftice. Maccov. Difp. de Prad. Thef. 8.

- Bapr. 1t is out of Juftice indeed, for I canfee no Juttice in it.

Pr. Itis incomprehenfible , yet believed by us, how it isjuft to damn
fuch as do not deferve it. Lutb, de Serve. Arbitr.cont. Phil. Nico, p. 8. Be-
%a poft Pelec. in ad Rom. It is not fitring nor ag: eeable to afcribe the
preparation to Deftru€tion, to any other than the hidden Counfel of God,
Zanch. de Nat. Dei, 1. 5. ¢.2.

Baps. By this it is evident you hold, that Menarecompelled to Sin, by
the fecret Impulfe of God 5 which is a dangerous Error. i

Rr. WegrantReprobates are compelled witha ncceflty of fining, and

is this 2.

could notbe glorified without Man-
nned ? What manner of Dottrine i* }

principal Ends any otherwife
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“foof perithing by this Ordination of God ;s and fo compelled, that they
«cannot.chufe but fin and perith. Zanch. de Nur. Dei, 1. 5. ¢. 2, Man doth
that which is not lawful for him to do, by the juft impulfe of God. Catv.
pfidstiac agi 25 i g ; : b 4l
Bapt. 1f things be thus as you teach, Why does God call upon Men to
abftain ffom every appearance of Evil, and to do Good ? .
Pr. God dire€eth his Voice to fome Men, but that they may be fomuch
the deafer ; he gives Light to fome Men, but that they may be {6 much

‘the blinder . he offers them Inftru€tion, but that they may be the more

ignorant ; and he ufeth a Remedy, but to the end they may ‘not be healed.
Cilo. Ui, 3, ¢. 24, 3 ;
Bapr. Why ! Does God fpeak one thing, and mean another quite con-
trary thereunto 2 How then is he ferious » PR
Pr. God camnot ferioufly act, and befinally oppofed, Dr. Collings, ut
Supra. . Godcan will that Man Thall not tall by his Will, which is called
volentas figni, (his révealed Will; ) and in the ‘mean time ordain, that
-the fame Man fhall infallibly and efficacioufly fal] by his Will, which is
called woluntas bencplacits, (viz. his acceptable Will : ) The former Will
of God is improperly called his Will, for it only fignifies what Man ou‘g%
‘to do by right 5 but the latcerWill is properly called aWill, becaufe by th
‘he decreed what fhould inevitably ' come to'pafs.” See Mr. Pierce Corref?

)

“Lopy, p. 9. RN ey onaghs o s R R
%apf By your Do€trine ¥ flerceive yowhold, ‘that the numbet of the
"Saved, and the number of the Damned, were unalterably determined, be-
fore there waso much as one Man created. - ekl :
-Pr. Yes, wefly, by the Decree of God for the maniteftation of his Glo-
¥y,fome Men and Angels are predeftinated unto Everlafting Life,and otherg
fore-ordained to Everlafting Deftruion § and thofe Angels and Men thus
‘predeftinated, and fore-ordained; are particularly and urichangeably de-
figned ; and their Number {o certairi and ‘définité, that it cannor be either
encreafed or diminithed. ‘Affemb. Catechif. ¢! 3. Se&. - g

3 4

Bapr. Why then is the Gofpel preached 0" Men' thus determin'd 1y

~ Pamnation ¢ ‘ bl gl ) '
Pr. It muft neceffarily follow that Chriftis préached 6 thems to agata-

vate their Damnation. Dantil, cont. .Afzmjmum. a6 Hat »
. Bapr.You make theCafe ofthe gréateft part af’ Mengrowndeplorihie”
without Remedy. Pray, What doou think of the (4 {z'oF dying Infancs®
Pr. Elett Infants dying in Infancy,’ ate regenerated4nd faved by Chrift
through the Spirit. Aﬂ‘g:mb. Catecbz_/. €, 10, Sefi 3 " And [ the reft”
Mr. Catvin faith, That{o many Na'tlorlz‘s-of Men; together with thelt Tn-
é 3 , ;

fants,

T e ——
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fants, were imvolved without Remedy, in Evernal Punifhment, by the Fall

.....

of Adsm, fox no imaginable Reafon, but that fo it feemed good in the -

fight of God. Jaft, L. 3- ¢ 23. Seit, 7. .0 -

" Bapt, That God does cleanfe dying Infants, and ﬁ(ts them for Heaven; E

readily grant.. But, Wh_at do you mean by regenerating Infants ¢
Pr. They muft be regenerate, and have Faith fome way, clfe they muft
erith, They who are regenerated, have Faith and Rep-ntance. Butall
nfants faved, are regenerated. Therefore all Infants faved have Faith
and Repentance, They mult be bornof Water, and the Spirit,according
to Fobn 3, 6. elie there is no Heaven for them. Mr. Eirmin.
“Bapr. What manner of Faith and Repentence is thisyou talk of 2
. Pr. It is Seminal Faith, and Seminal Repentance. Mr. Firmin.

Bapt. But yon kiiow not what Kind of Faith this is, nor can your tell”
what Infants haveit; and {o you cannot tell that one Infantdying, is faved, .
by this Seminal Faith and Repentance ; or, are you fo charitable to think-

thaﬁ all Infants have this Faith Seminal, and this Seminal Repentance?
Pr. 1 aver, (how cruel foeverT may be judged). that no Unbeliever
ean, according to any Divine Revelation, have any aflured bope of their

own,or their Childréns Salvation who die in their Infancy. Mr. Whifton’s -

Right Method, p. 46

. Bapt. Lo how youwould fill Hell withmultitudes of” poor dying In-
fants ; buthow then has God faid, that be bath no pleafure intheDeath of
the wicked, if it be as Mr. Calvin and you teach, thar boththey and
their Infants are damned without Remedy ¢ ‘

Pr. God wills not the death of a Sinner, fofar forth as he wills his
Repentance, which experience teacheth, that he doth fo willas notto
touch his Heart that he may repent. Ca/v. in Ezeks 18: The Sin of Incre-
dulity doth depend upon God’s Pradeftination; as the Efte€t upon the.
Caufe.. Pifcat. ad Dupl. Vorft. p. 10. 11, God doth eftet in them'an In-
credulity, in as much as he blindeth them whilft theGofpel is preached.
p- 25, 27. All things which fhall be, fhall be by the inevitable Counfels
and Decrees of God. Mart, Borrbausin Deut. 47. p. 924-

Bapr. You thould have faid, that Mendo harden their Hearts, and refift
the Holy Ghoft 5 but Lam forry that {o many LearnedWriters{hould repre-
fent God at fuch a dreadful rate, not only to make Angels and Men 1o
damn them, but alfo to make thepp Sinners that he may damn them.
What is this but to makeGod the greateft Sinner ¢ which is blafphemous.

Pr. 1have told youalready, That when God makes an Angel or a Man,
a Tranfgreflor, he himfelf doth not tranfgrefs; becaufe hedoth not break
aLaw. The very fame Sin, viz, Adultery ox Murgher, inafauch as it é‘s]thﬁ

‘ : : e otk

\
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she detgﬁ‘tiﬂﬂ tﬁe-PresBﬂ’Ermn. o o
¥ otk of God, the Author, Mover, and Compeller, it 15710t 2 Crimes
But in as much as it is of Man, it is Wickednefs. g
© Bapt. Certainly thefe things hitherto aflerted by you are dreadfully
Blafphemous, and mofe like the Dottrine of. the Tz, than of true
Chriftians, and ought tO be &xploded with the fame deteftation which
was wont to be iade (as my Author {heweth) in thefe words.

' Mabomet, {aying, That G vaSeparil Fb 1 Mao 209
ij M(IBOMC’I, ay lng", ﬂlat dd d H‘ld,y’ ~TILU: ‘\A%’/’K"d,l:, ‘é’],h‘oia‘, blﬁs’%l“\’
Ceweth Whom h.e Wl,“: 3‘1‘11.7"319??? (TAavd, Ay 0y Feded Wiy ds ayeldvs %
he will he leadethco what isgood: 3 31t 5 Oslenderer 9y v sgenéiosy, dr ol
for if God would, Men would not ’;zfr“"" nzemoé ARA gg’r@ Z”H'“z?—f B~
war ori¢ with another; but hedoth o7y, &% wds dyalié g movess AimiS

. prim e oy T8¢ 654 >3 1 La il "
what he Will}, aand_ ls‘blmﬁ?lf _t.he; ”69};‘97'_1 e TUXA 79 "If“fnf""”"“ v'm'
canfe of allGood, and of all Evil 5.
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- all things are governed by Fate andEDﬁﬂ‘ihy Nl Cb’;ﬂ? Saracenitdi ; ) 01

§ ot sy awalyd, DAE S oA i Eas SUROT el 0G4 1k b
Pr. Ot Doftrine s more ancient than Mabome? St. Auguftin. did:
maintain it; It is certain that Fudas could not but betray Chrift, fecing.
God's Decrées are immutable,  And whether a Man blefsor curfe, he al-
ways doth it neceffarily in refpeét of God’s Providence 5 and:in fodoing;!
he doth alwaysaccordin to\,ﬁrha will of God. Pifaat..de Rradeflilhefis 2%
Bapt. -:;Aﬁ-ﬁ(luflt'y, f\ox.:sxﬁ firlt four Centurics, is againft your Dotksints
Auguftin, tho fometiu;e;@g&ux d with it :_yet_upon;‘b,etter;‘Ad\fice‘.ﬁx- g
claims againft it. And astoihc Tnftance of Zudas, Antiquity is againit:
you.. For thus faith Cb’)’ﬁﬁ”?“.iﬁ r By sy o SRS
“Yudis, my Beloved, was at firfFe, ;& T doyund ok B lof 7 76,
’6'7)%1(1;:]{‘:735;{5@10372_;9’7.)8??@gﬁézf;‘é’:‘ R sty o KoL ‘ff?
it faidtobimwith the DifeiplessXe. by ey dos TeloT AAnE hgorel ine,
Shall fit on twelve Throncs : but at o} - =
14f3 be became o Child of Hell: C
P 1 perceivé you hold; thata Child of God may paffibly. fa T
aﬂd@éﬁ% }his is 3 %&135@3;15 -Et.?@x. (1o dm”emw f?**ﬁ%%rg
_Baps. ¥hat Jome may lepars JromabeBaithogiving beed pofsduiii
o T e dpavlrerinlint o i sl
rzaq.{&l ma{ny_ of them‘,_are'ate;rg,vie» aftapge; as well T négd'f
any Man fay more concerning falling awgy shan they,do 1o thelr Coafe/fi0 )
Faith,mgdeby the Affemblyof Divines b foras thcyydcny not but thg{i{xfcr{ :
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ate temporary Belicvers, and truly fuch are all that fall away. So theg:
plainly tell us. \ .

That the pureft Churches undey ,Hé;dz)‘en, are fubje to Mixture and
Brror; “and fome bave fo degenerated, as 1o become no Churches of
CorifR, bur Synagogues of ‘Satan. Chap. 25. Sett. 5.

Surely the pureft Churches under Heaven are true Believers 5 andJif

theit pureft Churches may become the Synagogues of Satan,it is too much
to prove the Point. .. .. : : Eh Y :

L.ormy part, tho’ I doubt -notbut thereis 4 frate attainable, eyep, in

this Life, fiom which by the Grace of God Chiriftians thall not fall , yenv

[ hold it a vanity forany Man to affirm of himfelf, or ofany other Per-

1on in particular, that it i impoffiblefor him to fall. * LThoid i better by

far, forthebeft, as well asothers, to take heed left they fall, = And here
the Decree concerning Reprobation may be ufeful forGod never mage it
to caufe Mentobe Reprobates; but to hinder them from being fuch 5 like
as all good Laws made againft Treafon and Felony

make Men Traitors ot Eelons, but'to prevent them

, that they might not’
be Trairers nor Felons, . :

Let us not then turn the Goodnefs of oy God into Perverfeness, nop-

. his Grace ~-intoWant‘onnefs,-~by:rhihkiﬁg‘ he will damp

firft: thewing ‘Mercy 5 ‘or'fave us-'of neceffity 5 for 7¢ God unry
who taketh vengeance : How then fhall e Fhdgethe Worlq :
Pr. But why do you fuggeft your fears, that the Presbyterrans are a
terrible inftanceof falling away, as well a5 others ¢ ,
Bapr, Becaufe they have reg:eiveq a Do€trine, the Tenour of which ‘is
fuch, thatno Manwhich receiveth it,” can have any true or well-grounded

ith: Forif God did ejiterfd;tl;e'll‘)"cgth of Chrift tofcar :
?{a&dred, How is it poffible for.any Man to know afluredly. that Chrift

died for himin particular 2 He may-have an opinion Chrift died for him .

but he cannotbefureof it, feeing the certain Knowledge who Chrift died
for, muft not be built upon any good which we conceive to be wrought

in us, but upon the clear teftimony of the Word of God. Faith comes

by hearing, andbearing by the Word of God, Rom. 10. 'Henéc; all are

- bound to believe under pain of Damnation, Mars 14 16,

Pr. We deny, by the Penof Mr. Whirfield, p. 75. ‘that all Meh de

‘ believe, but only the leaft part of the World :  And
;ﬁ%ﬁ% ttz?ls us,The’xe fhouldno Gofpel be preached , but for the Elegts

fake. And Mx. Cafvin fiith, ‘That o many Nations of Men, together -

“'with'

%> WEIC not made to

Ceone Man of an_




