| ye Belieyed 2 had concern? ‘
‘ K% cern’d. chy 1%
and then-he muft bedhug ;parcisllx?Mz; i)lx fre
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fhews plainly theyiwere not united: to' the Body or Churchat

Epbefus, where doubrlefs Acquille -and: Prifcills

had “not:been

wanting to-teach the way of 1 ad UEE
t , SO:-0each itheway ofithe Lord perfeétly. And Laftdy
il aas Bapnz‘e-d'ag’a“‘%‘“f‘heWS_‘plain-lyvthcy werenot of the

Chureh, ||.for if. they had  wh v m
not the Church alfo b)é B:P,t'i::dya‘zsiﬁ £

as well as they.2 . o
Now therefore: leticb. 3o ;
ow theretore; letic be confidered, !
:‘1:2?6“«1;@12&1 there been 120, i n(}e:(;(?oz‘ :
them reh;é};m:tfﬁg ggg'\%i‘"ﬁm'erafe with
Ve, the Queftionof the o
ftle, Have yéreceived the, Hﬂ}‘(y‘fpﬁ f;;')“ @

You fec Ido adhere to, the Antient
Expofition of this place, rather then to
our late Curtail'd Expoficions made by
the Prdobaptifts, who becaufe they are
unwilling to” mend their Errours in
Baptifm, would fain have Paul to be of

their mind, buc they, fhould remember

that Reformation or amendment is no

Etrour.

rthat would refufe to

gfx?l:fgtﬁli’(fff’ﬁg a}l wanted the fame Blefling, and had e-
had ari eye ¢ "tl’ g virtue of the fame promife.- ‘And ghat Paul
ncxtQI] QQ 1€ Promife, as'it is.general; “is moft plin, by hig .
ext Queltion, Untowhat thenwere ye Baptized ¢ /s it he fhould -

intit
e ouglxtﬁm“beal‘ptiiedd 2308 19y

fay, jzoun?eryﬁapriﬁn” i '
ourverybaptifin if it be righe, did inform you of, -and
&0 the promife-ofthe Hob" Ghoft, into whofe name alfo

Thus Ler $ i n 43 .
has Ieruftiwe have fufficiently clegved the finft ground of

» Religi A .
our Religious ablérationof Prayer, wieh che Tmpofition, cf
the Na::urfe»QM nifediSpirit; ‘T From the confideration of:

Natliee; rder, cor'Connexion of the Principles, as they

are _contained and propounded. Heb. 6. 1, 2
6.1, 2

care (,)f'th§ A:{Ioﬂlf's,:.i‘n the feelking
t(;’](;dquﬁhﬁuﬁ."qf this * Ordinanlc(cf n?h;(: :
SF ﬂ]gibggﬁ;;}xérg;}tﬁuoﬁ the benefit
o the ¥ Vi
':;hxch they knew' belongedo:é rtshfélr;IF b
thiey werethe aalled of che Lord. An
ecaufes the Nacure and ex et of thaxzt
%&cafgoﬁlfl‘l’romt&isa.Weiahry con-’
deration wherenpon to ground: the
By of Prayer with the Impofition
& -} nds, and withontwhich the pra-
¢ would be.very infignificant, I'-

‘2. From the

* S0 1 call it for five Caufes, 1. Becaufe
of Prayer,: the Moral pare. 2. Becaule
of Impofition of Hands the Rirual part.
3. Becaufe of the Promife to which it
refers, as the bleffing fignified by it

‘4« ‘Becaufe iy is ‘placed among the Fun-

damertals of Religion, or called a Prin-
ciple.of the Dod&rine of Chrift. s. Be-
caufe it will bear the denomination of
an Ordinance, as well as/Impofition of

‘Hands on Deacons, or other Officers of

Chrifts Church.

e rpm

all ther fore add fomething, to thew the perpecual Righe of

¢ ba 3o .
h?:(;hgrc.lx;fo 3“ blefied Pr\orr]l)xf,e, even to the end of the

world}
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Anfw. 1,

The Fourth Principle: of

world : For it is remarkable that thofe that oppofe us in the
fourth Principle deal much after the matiner of the Quakers i
their oppofing Baptifin, hammering only-upon the pradick
part, which they can eafily defpife, but when the more fpiritual
part of thefe Ordinances is confidered, this takes off the cou*
rage of the moft confident oppofer, = - : '

Of the f;cand sz{nd of the PraSife of Prayer and Laying o
of Hagfds, to wit, the Promife of the Spirity aud the Ciur-
ches right 0 ity tothe end of the World. | '

M. D. is pleafed to fays pag. 47. That in neither of thofe two
places { meaning Ads 8. Ads 190 can we find that there was: a Lay-
ing onof Hands imiediately after Baptifin, nor with any certainty upon
all, and every Member of the Chirch, nogto fuch an end ag can be
attaingbie in aftev times. ¥ X8
~ But though Mr. D. cannot find the two firft, yet many have
found them there, unlefs by the word immediately he woul
be more curious then wifes for that this fervice was performed
A58, within a fhort time after, and as{oon as they had afit
opportunity to do it, is plain enough, verf. 15, 16; 17. and
for A8s 19.5. Tis (aid, when they beavd this; they were Baptized
in the Name of the Lord Jefus, and in the very next words ’tis faid,
sphen Paul bad laid bis bands upon them, the Holy Gboft came on them.

And that the fame individuals {aid to be Baptized, areas
clearly found to have hands impofed, and Prayer made for
them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, is {o very plain,

* . that nothing buteéxceeding great weaknef(s, or great perver{-

nefs can hinder any man for feeing it. And whether the end for
which Prayer, with Impofition of Hands can now be attained,
is the bufinefs now to be confidered. ;

And if it Cannot, it muft be, becaufe the Promife made to the
Church then, is fince taken away de jure, {o that we may not
lawfully ask it 5. for men not having the Promife; is no argu-
ment, Fames4. 2,3, ~-==y¢ bave not, becaufe ye ask not, ¥ aska
bave not, becaufe ye ask amifs. » A0, ‘

Now, that the gratious promife of the Holy Spirit [at lealt]
it belonged to the Members of the Churchin the Primitive
times, and ‘that in-every part of it, from the tm'ic of:u:s-'f;ll‘1 E
effufion upon the day of Perxtl;-xcoft, Ads 2. dag\ be ongctlfurch




inlarging what we have already o
Apology for the Baptized Churches.

ceived. See our Sigh for Peace.

Befide, the Cloud of Witnefles, ||
which the Holy Scriptuves do afford
in this Cafe, we fhall more particu-
larly confider what the Apoftle hath
offered, 1 Cor. 12. 13, 14. Chapters.
And 1,whereas it is his defigned Sub-
je& to difcourfeof the Gifts of the
Spirit, fo he doth inform us, that
_God hath Set thofe Gifts in his Church,
i.e. hath placed and fixed that one
{pirit.(whofe opperations are divers
ormany) in that one body, not for
a few dayes onely, and then to leave
heras,a Body without a Spirit for e
ver after in refpectof S PIRITUAL
G 1ETS, but toabide there as-his
:;”emple, both by Gifts and Graces,
even the fame, which Chrift by vir-
tue of his afcention obtained when
he afcended on-high , which. gifts
are given to the Church for the work
of the Miniftry,for the edification of
the Body till the whole be com-
pleated. : 1R %

Genriles, that they might receive the Promife

o

Christs Doﬂrine Vindicated.
Church throughoutall Ages to the end of th

evince to the fatisfattion of fich as defire t

in this matter, which I fhalldo by tranfcribing an wh
ffered in our Pedobaptift * But Note

i

the promifed Spirit is truly received where the fealifg
be not received, and the promife being received, theend o

" and T will pray the'Father,

‘the stature of the fulnefs of chrift.

23
e world, I hope to

o know the Truth
d fomewhat

* that we have
“ ¢ proved that
ed through gifts

Graces are réceiv .
of Hands is re-

f Impofition

I will here incertina
oh 14. 16, 17.
and he fhall give
you another Comfovr'er,ﬂmx‘be may abide with
you for ever, even the Spirir of Truth-

He that believeth on me— okt of

- John 78. ‘ nr
bis belly fhall flow Rivers of Living Water,

— but this fpake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on his Name fhould recetve.
AQs 2. 23 Therefore being by the right
bhand of the Father exalted, and having recet=
wed of the Father toe promife of the Spirit, he
Zatb fhed forth that which yow now fee and
ear.
A&s 2.8, 39. For the Promife is to yous
and.to allthat are afar

and to yaur Children, a
off, even to as many o 1be Lord our God fball
call, — ye (ball réceive the Holy Ghost.
Eph.4. 4. There is one Body and one Spiri,
even as you ave called in one hope of your cal=
ling. — 4nd he gave fome Apoftles, fome Pro-
phets, fome Evangelift, and fome Paftors and
fearchers, till we all-come to the meafure 0

{| Some of which
hottom by themfelves,

o, == The Holy ‘Spirit of God,

Eghcf. i
by w Jealed 10 the day of Redemp-

y which ye are
tron. @i
x Cor.31. Covet earneftly the beft Gifts,
_couer fo Prophefie, and forbid not to fpeak,

with, Tongues, nor Prophefie in parts — bit
. TSIR 2

.ﬁihen that which is perfeét is ca‘me' then that which is'in par ¢ 4

t p ame, then that, n part fhall be doré away,

Gal 313514 Chrift hath Redeemed “’,'_ﬂ_\."b‘-'"}be"blpﬂiqg of Abraham might come upon the;

hii & cei of the: Spirir thiongh y =il 2110
Ml S L e

thee, ords which I have put into thy. mouth Shall not depart out. of 1hy. th.aior ekt
:of the m,o_u;b of (by;SeedJ Seed, franx' hence forth for ex;ef,., #re B9 ’}?‘ q Of :’fif ﬂ!’ou )y MDY

P2

Fl’ir’“b-‘:" "* 34 3 2
my Spirit which s upon

3 30 36l g aii

L/ ;
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2. From the

extent of
the Promife.

“The Fourth P finciple of
Againe, the Promife of the Spirit is made by cur Lord him-

felf to the Church for ever, Fubn. 14, 16. I will pray the Father;
and be [hall give you anotber Comforter 5 thas be I:na; abide wirl;

. you for ever, &c. 1 fay this Promife is made to the Churchs

for it were a ftrange expofition_to reftrain this [FOR EVER]
to theage of the Apoftles (as fome do) for feeing the Apoftles
or the Churches, could neither pray nor Prophefie as they oughts

. butas that Spirit of Promife did help their infitmicy 5 1€18

frange the Succeeding Churches fhould be able to do thofe

. duties, though deprived of that gratious affiftance ; for it is

evident that the Spirit of Promife is a Spirit of Prayer, and

. r . e e - f
Proplicfie is one of the moft excellent gifts thereof, as before

we have thewed. ‘ :

That greac Apoftle S. Peter, dates the Promife of the holy
Spititvery Largely, as defcending to the very skirc or Laft age
ot the Church of God on earth, whiles he afferts it is the right

* and intereft ofall Saints, even as many as the Lord your God

g. From the
Nature and
erpetity
gf the du-
ries of the:

Church,

fhould F"11|~‘A¢75,-2. 39. And he heat takes the Promife in that
{ence wherein Foel meant it, and the Chriftian Church had chen
received it, which clearly intends both the gifts and graces of
it, for as tis {ure they then received great gifts, {o tis faid great
grace was upon themall 5 this very promife of the Father is by
this Apofile appropriated to all the called of the Lord (as We
faid) even the fervants and handmaids iz thefe daics.

Now, T hefe daies muft either be a few daies at the beginning
ofthe Gofpel, or it muft be refer’d to the whole time of shat
glorious difpenfation; ifthe firft, thenhow fhallall the called
of the Lord receive it 2 Or who will tell us when thefe daies
expired. But we know that thefe daies ; the Latter daies,
Laft time, and Laft daies, are ufed with {fome frequency 1 Scri-
pture to point out the whole time of the Gofpell, or Chriftian
Church, as it fucceeds the time of the Law.

During all which time we are firre that the duties in gcnera“
(and perhaps fome difficult undertakings not formerly known
which were impofed upon the firft Churches, are faid upo» the
Church to the end of the World, Math. 28, 20. Teaching them
20 obferve all things whatfocver I bave commanded you, &c. Muft the
‘Churches now contend earneftly for the faith (and that again

both old and new efrors) muft fhe be ftill the falt of thecarths

the light of the world? Muft the ftill ftrive to Preach theGofPe:.
. : 3 o

i il i




Christs Dotirine Vindicated, 2%
of the Kingdome to all Nations ? muft the keep-her felf in the . g
Love of God, building up her {elfin her moft holy faith, pray-, - |
ing inthe Holy Gholt, &w. if thefe Duties remain, and the !
Lord requires that fhe thould glorifie him 1n the conftant and. |
faithfull difchaige thereof, asalfo in fuffering for bis fake 3 it
cannot reafonably be immagined that he fhould recall his holy
Spitic, in the giftsibercof, from his Servants, who when they had ‘-
all thofe gifts, had nothing that was {uperfluous, but ftood in-
need of all, te furnifh them for the work chey‘_had to do, as the
Churches of Chrift ; fith then our God doth require the fame
fervices of his Churches now, which (in generall) he require
of the Churches in the firft ages of the Gofpel, Let us not ima-
magin he will require the fame Brick, and not allow the {ame
Straw, forhe is not like Pharoah, but juft inall chat he requi=
reth. : ‘
That the gifts of the Spirit here intended by our Apoftles.are 4 Th:c:
the portionofthe Church in every age (as her right)-appear- I:::;:ru?d
eth further from the Nature of the exhortation ke i under 1o as'k of the B
them, Luk.11.13. How much wmore fhall your Heavenly Father, give bis yorratior
holy Spirit to them that asktit; -- ask and ir fpall be given unto yout, o feek f
ver. 10, How frequent is the Apoftle in thefe threeChapters, the Spiri
in exhortations to this Church(and in them to all Churches)to
defire Spirituall gifts, to covet earneftly the beft gifts, to covet !
to Prophefie, wifhing that they may fpeak with tongues, and |
warning them not to Prohibit that gift. Now to what purpofe i
isall this, if thefe gifts be ceafed ? and ifthe Church may not
now exped them,why fhould fhe ask them ? Ihope no wemwill (
fay,thefe exhortations are now out of date, leaft in fo doing, hg \ ’
|
|
|
|
l
|
{

s

deprive us of the exhortation to Charity alfo, for they arefo
Linked together,as the one cannot ceafe(as itisan exhortation)
beé'ore'thc other. * Follow after Charity, and defire Spirituall gifts,
X Cor. 14, 1.

- Thus we fee the Church being under Perpetual exhortations
to Seck for Spiritual gifts without any reftriction, neceffarily
infers her perpetuall right to them, and every ofthem, which
conﬁdgratlon alone is Sufficiént (as F conceive) to fatisfie any
C_hrlﬂmn that the promife of the Spirit(even the fame that was
given to the firft Churches generally, in refpe& of its gifts as
wellas graces) belongs to the Church of Chrift thoughout all

ages: ,
eyt
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" The Fourth Principle tf o

“/Let us:now confider, whether the Chiurch of God do not

ingation eveh now enjoy the promifed Spirit, in the gifts and ‘graces of
piritual  jrat ehis day 2 Forthe graces, I think none do queftion i, and
s in che |

yet thould the fruits or graces of the Spiric (as they may be di-
ftinguifhed from gifts) which how appear, be ftriétly confider-
ed, by what did formerly fhine forth in the Churches, it might
withoutall Yera’dvencure put us to {fome paufe, yer may we not
thence conclude,chat the graces thereotare ceafed,bur it would
furely becomea Provocation to cry mightily unto God for an
enlargment of whatin that behalfe we have received. - -

4 And as T intend not to boaft of the gifts ofany,{o I may (afe-
ly_prefume thac the gifts received in thele daies by the Church
otGodare far greater then I can fet down, or give you account
of, becaufe the Church being diffufed though many Nagions;
her gifts mult needs be unknowne to me : I will then reftrain
my obfervations to the Churches in this poor Ifland, who may

- ot vie with all Churches;but ratherin humility conclude them=

felves inferious to many in re(pe& of gifts : And yet fhall we

fay fhe hath none of the gifts of Gods holy Spirit.? 'or may we

Hot rather fay, ‘the ‘hath many that are endowed with a Word
Of Kuowledg, and that meerly by gifts from God, having other-

wileno capacily or faclly more then others,but therein far thort

of many of their Bretheren ; only the gift of God, and'no na-
tural faculey, maks the differance.” How hive men of knowledg;
in this world,been found to have no skill in'the things of God,
and the foolifh to attain knowledge, and fome to ‘excell fo far
as to confound the wifdome of the wife, and to bring to naught
the underftanding of the prudent; yea, weftill fee that our.of
the mouths of Babes, your'God ordains ftrength fometimes to
ftill the Enemie. o +ii¥
‘And'as WISDOME is ufefull to dire&, (o hath Godgiven
it to {uch as feare him, who if we re(pe& their education, &q.
could never haveacquired it ; fomeby aword of wifdome here,
underftand the well ordering of affairs in theChurch;others the
right’or moft ufefull application ot the word, furely according
to theleexpofitions(which drenot to be contemired )theChurch
hath'givenher of the Lord to go before ther i the exercife of
this'gift>of the Bpirits 1! ~lstmagiead 1ol Ml o1 01 w0
Neither is the gift of bealing (6 abhegated but that fomething
of it hath appeared,as miny Living witneflts by experience have
: - reftified,

K\\%~_~_~,M“M*_@MMA_h_,W“;um_ m#~<w;w,;#__;
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Chyifts Dotlrine Vindicated,
teftified, and how far faith Cover and befide th common-fiith
of Chriftianity) hath therein appeared, as alfo inf{ome memo=

bl I agail than himfelf, or his malicious de=
rable undertakings againft Sathan > ek

fignes, with fome Good fuccefs becomes ot |
more then it doth me to write :.as formy.own pat I reft fatif-
fied wherein, that Miracles are not ceafed (de jure) as a gift ﬁo,
the Church of God,though perhaps(defaﬁo) they are but rarely
found, as being in the wi{dome of God not fo neceffary, now i
many placesas in times paft. Now for the gifts of Prophefie which

the Apoftle intends, tis certain the Churchenjoyes i_r very gra-
em,that by the gift of Gods

tioufly in thefe days,fich fhe hath th
Spirit (and not by acquired Arts) do minifter t0 her the word
of Life, by exhortation to edification and comfort 3 which yet
fhe could not have, if the gifts were ceafed,. feeing Prophefie is
not only one of thé gifts of the Spirit, but the very beft and
greateft ofall the reft. : :
Nor 1s the Spirit of our God removed in the gi t't‘pfd"f""”i”_g
of Spirits,for if it were falfe Spirits,had by their {ubtilty ere this
ay,made havock of the Churches,
vnptwithﬁ-andin§ all their cunning craftinefs,
difcovered, and their clandeftine hypocri tical and ruinous de-
figns prevented.  And though perhaps Charity for {ome time
hath born with firch, in hope of the beft, yet this is no other

thing then ought to be, as may be feen by the cairiage of our

Lord towards Fudas and his ‘Apoftles. -

For Revelations, there might perhaps fometimes be firange

or hidden things, made known by fome fpecial Gift of God5
and who can fay God may not do fuch things now, however,
it is not unfafe to underftand the Revelations here meant by
Y Cor. 14. 30. If any thing be Revealed to anosher that fitteth by, let
the firft hold his Peace, &¢. which cannot fo well be underftood
ofany new Oracle, as of fome further Subjec, or more full Ex~
plication of the matter treated on by him that {pake firft,” ac~
eording to which Expofition (which is prebable enough) we
may fay the Church hath yet the Gift of Revelation, which alfo
fheis to pray for continually, Ephef. 1. 17. That the God of our
Lord Fefus Chrift, the Father of Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of
Wifdom and Revelation in the knowledge of kim. o
And thus far we feem to be got fafe, notany thing fo mate-

rially intervening ‘as to conclude againft the continuance o
) : thele

but through the grace of Godly17- o
they have been -




| ;;8 . - The Founth Principle of

‘,
\ thefe Spiritual Gifts in the Church to this day, fo that the pre-
‘, fent repairers of the Houfe of God, his Church I mean, may
l : comfort themfelves by the coufideration of the words of the
‘ Prophet, Hag. 2.5., According to the word which I Covenanted with
‘ you when you came out of Egypt, fomy Spivit remaineth among you,
fear ye not, ‘
But now the gifts of Tongues, and Interpretation of Ton-=
gues, thefe! where fhaal we find them ? Doubtlefs thele gifts
are rarely (ifatall) found, inthefe days, and in this Nation,
fo as to {uite with thofe, who frequently in fome Churches re-
) ceived thole gifts. The reafons are many, (but none fuch as
‘ _conclude any. thing rationally for the ceafation of thofe gifts,
in re(pedt of the Churches right to them) as firft, thefe gifts
differ much from the reft, chiefly in this, that they may be {up-
plyed another way, for the converfion of; perfons of all Lan-
i - guages, or fuchas can {peak divers Tongues, and interpret the
\ fame by means of Education, doth-well {upply the abfence of

§ thofe gifts. || 2. The Churches in this, (and I fup-
és“ﬁ%l?l:’i]:;g:zafg)"; pofe other Nations, have very little prefent need
eaking other Langua- ©f thefe gifts, and therefore confidering they are
| as may be perceived . Not {0 neceflary as the reft, the Apoftle leaves thefe

his difcourfes in the with a forbid them not, whilft the reft he wills us to
of the AP,°m°f§"‘{‘a covet earneftly. But 3. one great: caufe (as I fup-
i Epiftics which ' pofe) why thefe gifts are {a much abfents and the
, ufing therein (fre- Other no more received, is becaule we ask them not
tly) the Greek Ton- at all, or-elfe we ask amifs, ( for he is faithful that
as’is gencrally con- promifed) and indeed Chriftians gererally have been
d. o far from asking thefe gifts of the Spirit, thag 10
“Truth they have been arguing that thefe gifts of the Spirit

1 are not attainable, -and then ’tis no wonder they have not been

received. And where there hath been any meafure of under-
i ftanding of the Intereft which we have in thefe gifts of the Spi=
rit, their Faith hath been, and perhaps is very low, and atten-
ded with great wavering.and then little is to be expedted at the
hand of the Almighty, Fam. 1.6,7. For be that wavereih, is like
s wave of the Sea, driven of thewind. and ttyl'd, for Lt not that man
shink that be (ball veceive any thing of the Lord, « - S
‘ And here let me premonifh you that are rfioﬁnconccrn’.d in
the {ervice ofthe Churches, of one thing which (by ny htrll;:
Reading) I perceive to have been one great provocation; toithe

T.or
M“—-——A_
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: ~ Chysfis Deftrine Vindicated,
Lord to withdraw the aife of s Spifie i times paits ()

2 gifts of his Spirit in times paft, (and I
gﬁubt 310“’ is) adefire to be too curirr;us a‘nd‘formarin pgpfor-
t c?ign ;.t Vl")?rfl; which God gave gifts for, to wit, the Mini=
lous §nd'5 g ed Word ; for when the Churches grew popu=
war . ngre‘}t perfonages came to her Communion, the un-
theg;{'iv o;“s et go the fimplicity of the Gofpel, addiéting
il eByes o much to curiofitie, that fome Councels decreed
rea;;i Iiik z‘j’imPa (or overfeer in the Church of Chrift) fhould not
i g Authors 5 and Gratian is faid to have this paflage
davkpefs Lf-e occafion, wiz. doth be not [eem to walk in vanity #n
Logick . i mind »w("’ vexing bimfelf day and night in the fudies of
[effgﬂzoé ”é tbcﬁ 2 c’r[mt of Phyfical [peculations, one while elevates kim=
iSiE eit ¢ highe[t Heavens, and afterwards tbrows bimfelf below the
' férmg{- part of the Earth.  True it is, the ufe that may be made
?h' ?ad!ng, is one thing, and the abufe is ahother.  However,
fi is I defire, that the leaft gift of God be preferred in Mini-

ring the Word above the greateft of Human Arts, otherwife
we are in danger to incur the guilt of defpifing Prophefy-

ﬁ]e{;zg g;’ t;‘;CSTr_uth under enquiry, appearethfrom the great
any of the mSC‘}P“%?@,a as to the privation or taking away of
1Gor. 13 8g 5 ‘c’bfh_e Spirit, till that which is perfeét be come,
they fkéllj-rai;' 7 ;rzty never faileth, but whether there be Prophefies,
be Knowled > whether there be Tongues, they fhall ceafe 5 whether there
e edge, it fball vanifly away s for we know in part, and we Pro=
Wy Part 5 But when that which is perfed is come, THEN that
H :.’" part [ball be done avay. ‘
quefsi'ocs .OliJff_erve a final and full determination of the matter in
and TODéUes a’g ask when the gifts of Knowledge, Prophefic,
T HEN when thc. fhall ceafe, The Apoftles Anfwer is, even
to fee fice to face. ¢ which is perfe& is come, or when we come
of the Spirit do ye or as we are feen. ~ So then, feeing the gifts
, yet remain to the Church (de jure) and every of.

them as hern ; ;
eed requires are attainable, it remains that we

humbly confider oup wants, and defir

us covet earneftly the beft gifts. A ’ea’_l' =

The Con = Swloever 1t '
clufion 1s, that howfoever it is tqo true, thatthe’

ifts i g ' ! '
180 .a,,r;ice?_vifcby the prefent Churches are'but low, (and cruly
R rhg i _f_s) yet hence we may nlot, we otght not, 'to ili-
: gifts promifedare ceafed, or that the Church hath
: now

6. From the
utter filence
of the Scrip-
ture, as to .
the privati=
on of the.
gifcs of the
Spirit,
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now no intereft therein; but contrariwife, as it is evident the |
promife both of gifts and graces belongs to us, as we are the

called of God, we ought to ftir one another up with all dilli- v
gence and full affurance, to feek for the promife of the Spirit, 5
which being received, will abundantly {upply our wants, help
our infirmities, convince the contrary minded, by its power-
ful evidence and demonftration in the Miniftry of the Word
and Prayer.

There be two things Objested againft that which we have faid,
The Firlt,

Obje.1.  1If the promife of the Spirit do thus belong to the Church,

then this will follow, that the Dotrines delivered by fuch gif-
ted men, muft pafs for Oracles of God, being the effets of the
fpirit of Truth, whofe property itis to lead into all Truth.

And hence fome have conceived theDecrees of their Counfels to
be Infallible, and others have given out of their private Let-
ters or Books, that they were as infallibly the word of God as

i the Scriptures. i By
Anfw.1. 1. Thofe gifts do notargue the Infallibility of him that hath

them, for then'all the gifted Brethrenat Corinth had been Infal=
lible, which yet they were not, witnefs their great want of
Wifdom how to ufe their gifts to edification, as alfo the Apo=

ftles referring what they delivered to tryal and cenfure, telling

us of gifted Perfons in general, (and as fuch, not excluding
himfelf ) that they fee but darkly, Prophefie but in part, know
but in part, {o that perfe&ion herein is not to be pretended.

" 2. That the Apoftles did deliver infallible and undoubted,
Verities, forall others to fubmit as to the very word of God,
proceeded not hence, 2iz. becaufe they were gifted men, but ;
as they were the chofen witneffes of God, and purpofely or- ,
dained by him to that very end, for which caufe they (ay that. |
juft one, heard the words of his Mouth, and by Infallible proofs ’
were affured of the Refurreétion of our Lord, and of his will i
concerning his Church or Kingdom, 7db. 15. 6. Ye bave uot ‘«
chofen me, but Ihave chofen you, and ordained you that you fhould £ 1
and bring forth fruit, and that sour fruit fould remain, thas whatfo= 1
ever you [hall ask the Father it my Name, be may give it yout. A&.IO;

40, 41, Him God raifed up she third day, and fhewed bim openty,. ”‘:o
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to all the people, but to witneffes, chofen before of God, euen to us who
did eas and drink with bim after be rofe from the Dead, At.22.14.15,
The God ofour Fathers hath chofen thee, that thor hould know bis will,
and fee thar Fuft one, and (bouldeft beer the Voice of bis Mouth, FOR
thow fboalt be his witnefs unto all men of whas thou beff SEEN AND
HEARD. - _ ;

Thefe are the Fathers of the Churches, the Foundation Lay-
ers, the Mafter Builders, in fuchan elevated confideration, as
that the Authority of one of them, is to be valued above the
authority of ten thoufand fubfequent Teachers, which is a
greater number then ever yet conveined in a general Councel,
I Cor. 4.15. Thefe were fiich Fathers, as laid up fuch aStock
of Dod&rine for their Children, as whofo bringeth not along
with them, is not to be received, 2 Fob. 8.9, 10. verfes, and
whofoever corrupteth their Do&rine, by adding, taking awdy,

'fi?: | or perverting the {ame, is to be held accurf(ed, to be namelefs

i VCO - in the City of God, and the Book of Life. :

ls ¢ P The refultis this, gifted Perfons, on whom the Holy Ghotft

L‘a'&. y fell, as it did on the Apoftles at the beginning, were not there=

J,d‘ T by impowered to propofe new Oracles, or to be the Apomes

il Competitors, and if any pretend to fuch power in thefe days,

haxﬂ 8- they fhall fulfi} that fentence, 2 Zint. 3. 9- They fhall ‘proceed

960; no further, for their folly fhall be made manifeft to all men, as

et theirsalfo was, sl Sitn 0

a7 If the Gifts of ¢he Spirit, T Cor. 12. have continued in the 0bjed. 2.
e - Churchas you teach, *cis ftrange we have no account of SHOBE 9 750k
“"f fince their ‘days, unlefs we fhall regard the Papacy, who have

i claim’d the gift of Miracles in every Age, which alfo they urge

;d gharr} ftundoubted argument that they onely are the Church of
i : ift, 3 ; 3

’d;, i It is true that People do pretend to Miracles, as ’tis Gidin 4nfw. 2.
e the objedion, But it isnot now my bufinefs to examin the
i goodnefs of that pretence, only this Ifay, they cannot find
’:rf | their Church to have had a Being in every Age fincé Chrift,
o and therefore very unlikely to prove what they fay in the cafe
2;', of Miracles. They oft tell us of Antiquity , but facred Antiguity
v A they bave none, for in 1he Apoitles time they bad ne being in the 17orld;
g for if they had bad then any Being, the Apoitle Paul wonld cerrainly have
i given fome account of fuch a Church-ftate as they maintain in bis Epi-
i (tle.tothe Romans. Bug this he hath not'done in’ ayy part of that

i E 2 Epiile,
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Epiftle, and yet [peaks expre(ly of the Eftate of the Church of Chrift then
- at Rome, therefore the Papifts at that time bad no being ar Rome,
and confequently nowhere elfe 5 for the Ghurch at Rome, and all other
Churches in the Apoftles days were of one manser of Conflitution and
Government. ; : ‘ "
2. -Bug put cafe now, that fince they have had fome being in
the world, fome figns or wonders have been done amohg, them,
yet hence to infer the Truth of their Church-ftate is very un=
fafe, fith before an equal Judge, others will be found to haye a3
clear a claim to Miracles as themfelves. Which yet fhallavail
them nothing, becanfe they wanted Truth with their gifts,
Matth.7.22. Many fhall fay unto me in that day, Have we not Pro-
‘phefied in thy Nume, and in thy Name have we not cast our Deuils, and
in thy Name done many wondrous works ¢ Aud the will I profefs wnto
them, I never kuew you, depart from me ye workers of Fniquity.

: And though our Savipur faith, no Man candoa Miraclein
“his name and Lightly {peak evill of him; yet that very Speech
Suppofes the thingPoflible. Tt doth not follow therefore that
whereloever Miraculous gifts are, ‘[or the gifts of the Spirit,
as Prophefie, é.] that there is the true Church [Land therefore
Let st the great Preachers of any fort deceive them/elves, that becanfe
of their abillity that way they are therefore own’d of God as Minifters of
bis Churches,  for it’s evidens the falfe Apoftles feem’d to ous-vie Pant

’::Car- 10. himfelf in * wording their Matters} But the Church is only known

by her conformity to the Do&rine of God our Saviour, cheifly

"% Heb.6.1.2. in her care of the Principles * of Chriftianity (to which fhe

knows the whole Body ot Chriftian Dodirine is reducible) For

weare his Houfeif built upon that foundation of Repentance,

Faith, @¢. and pertakers of him IF we hold the beginning of

{| Heb. 3. 6. our Confidence || ftedfaft to the end,and not otherwife; ifany
14 . come to you and bring not this Doétrine (thongh he can talk
Like an Angel) receive him not to houfe ; no, though he work

s Miracles. For thus faith the Lord, * Ifthere arife among you
e * ¥3: a Prophet, or a Dreamer ¢f Dreams, and giveth thea fignord
; wonder, and the fign or the wonder come to pafs whereof B¢
{peak unto thee, (10w obferve, if he do this] faying, let us £ after

other Gods (which thol haft not known)and let us ferve them,

thou fhalt not hearken to the words of that P‘rophet--—for ﬂt\;

Tord your God proveth you to know whether you LovE A‘nd

Lord your God with all your Heart and withal your Soul.-hence




place to any gifts, but all gi

Chyists Dottrine Vindicated,
That Gods Truth is not to givc

fts ought Subferve to the furs
butas he regards

hence Learn this ene thing ;

therance of the truth,therefore regard no man

the Truth. Jie i
To conclude, as we ought not to be Jgnorant of the gifts of
the Spirit fo neither of the meanes ordaind of God to obtain
thefe gifts 5 The prlmativé Churches herein our beft guides
as the word direds, and ’tis well known (and T think granted
onallhands) that they ufed the holy Ordinance of Solemn
Prayer and Impofition of hands, for obtaining. the promifed
Spirit, at leaft with refpect to thefe gifts. Now be it f0
(;hough I fay for the graces alfo,2Tim.1.6.7.) then fecing thefe
gifts are promifed to Us as wellas unto them, and are attain-
able, and in part attained by many, what fhould hinder the
Churches but that now they fhould tread in this path with Faith
and full affurance that a Bleffing is in ic? As in holy Bapti{im we
are placed (as it were) among thofe whofe fins are wafhed away
in the Blood of the Lamb. So in this holy Ordinance of Prayer,
and Impofition of Hands, weare in a {olemn manner ufliere
into the Promife of the Holy Spirit. And as the pardon of
our fins fignified in Baptifin, doth not prevent, butbetter ca-
pacitate us to Pray daily, Forgive us our Trefpaffes. So the Prayer
prods Minifters, with the Impofition of Hands, doth putus
into a better capacity to feek daily for. the gifts and graces of
thf: Spmt, becaufe now folemnly admitted to the gracious ob-
taining of the Promife, in that very way wherein the primative
Saints were admitted thereunto, Afs8. 15, 17, Adls 19.2,0¢
2 Tim.1.6,7. Heb.6.1,2. e ; k.

Who, when they were come down, Prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Ghoft, then laid they their hands
on them, and they received the Holy Ghoft.

hwg?tfeforev I put thee in remembrance, that thou ftir up
}t]aids.l t of God yvhxch is in thee, by the putting on of my

Have ye received the Holy Ghoft fince ye believed, and whe
P;ul had. laid his Hands on them, the ¥{on Ghotft -cameuo?x
them. : :

The foundation of Repentance from Dead works; and. of
Faith towards God, of the Dodrine of Baptifins; and of Laying
on of Hands, &c, aribs 3k . R s g

, i gl What
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- What (hall [ Gay ® cthe Scriptures are evidence fufficient that
this Ordinance is of Divine Inftitution, is from Heaven, The
promife which it leads to is perpetual and univerfal, it belongs
to the whole Body. There is one Body and one Spirit, even as
yearecalled in one hope of your calling.

But now(after this Digeeflion,which I hope will not offend)
toreturn to Mr..dD. Lteuft by this time he will confider that
there Is no good ground for him, or any body elfe to fay, the
End of Prayer, with Layiug on of Hands, canmor be attained.

* Neither is there any reafon for Mr. D. to beaftonifhed
¢ (as he pretends, p. 35.) becaufe we urge him to produce bet-
¢ ter evidence for Womens receiving the Lords Supper; Orf

¢ clearer Precept or Prefidene for the Ordination of Officers by

¢ Prayer and Laying on of Hands, then we are sble to produce
¢ inour Cafe, nor need he'count this a thing either unrealo-
¢ nable or dangerous, e,

- For how fhould this be dangerous? muft not the grounds

of one pradtice be examined as well as another? Op why unrea-
fonable ? Is not our Brethren bound to ftand to their Princi-
Ples one time as wel] as at another ?” Or will they impofe Prin-

ciples to lead us through the whole work (as Mr. D, pag.40.)

and not be lead by them themfelves? :

For my part, Iam fully fatisfied there is (ufficient ground in
holy Scripture for Wemens coming to the Table of the Lord,
and for the Ordination of ChurchOfficers by Prayer and Lay-
ing on of Hands; And Ido folemnly profes, to diflike any
Principle or Pra&tice in Religion, which cannot fairly be de-
monftrated by the evidence of Holy Scripture ; Bur, yet this
I muft needs fay, That there is as clear (if not clearer) grourldi_
for the Fourth Principle as we hold it, as there is for either of
the other points, fpecially the latter.  For firft, Womens re+
ceiving at the Lords Table, it is gathered by a rational dedu-
&ion from the Holy Scripture, as appears by Mr. . pag. 54+
wherein he hath done well as others in the fime cafe hath dpﬂé
before him ; yetthould any man ufe his own Weapons again
him, which he ufes againft his Brethren, they mighe wordt him
becaufe of his inconfiftency, though his caufe’begood.

2. Inall the Scripture there is no exprefs command to-Lal)i
hands on Deacens, norany Example that Prayer was gféfé 3{‘{”‘; :
in their Ordination, nor that any but Apoftles ordam&ﬁcm’

e -
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Officers;and but one example for that neither; and for Elders of
Particular Congregations,not one Example that Hands was ints
pofed on them, or Prayer ufed inthe act of their Ordination,

nor any plain Precept tor fo'doing (as is faid before) yet Mr.D. '

is fatisfied in thefe things, and'thinks 2 Tim. 5. 22. 2 full pre-

fficers, ( howbelt'hls Br_et-hren :

no lefs judicious then himfelf, believe no fuch thingas is feen

intheir Search for Schifm) And to {peakas it is, this place is an

exprefs prohibition to Lay Hands on any man fuddenly, and |
though it may hence be interred; that Hands ought to be Laid |
on fome men deliberately, yet this is a confequence, and when 1

fo much is granted, he is yet to prove that chis is meant O
Officers (for fome think otherwife) “and here he muft ufe our
Logick from Heb. 6. 2. Tt can be no other; Ergo, it muit be that
on Officers, and his Antecedent muit be demonftrated by rea-
fon, with which he may eafily fatisfie me, buc ifanother will
not be fatisfied with him, I cannot help him, becaufe he denies
the fame reafon in our cafe, which he makes ufe of in his own.

By this it may appear, how little caufe Mr. D.-had to be
grievedat us, as ifwe fhould flight the Wifdom or Authority:
of Chrift, oras if we thould think we had nos fufficient diredionin
the Scriptire for all parts of Gods Worfbip 5 for we do cordially be=
lieve thefe holy Dire&ions to be fufficient, yet as one of the ,
Antients truly faid, thefe things are fo penned, 45 that be that
will learn, may learn 5 and be that will cevil, may find occafion, _A”;d
the truth is, thofe are they whofe arguings do render thefe di-
re&ions infufficient, who deftroy or condemn the fame reafon .
inanother, which they allow in themfelves, fpecially when
they become pertinacious.

Sufficient therefore is that which hath been faid, if not to
convere them +(in this particular) yet to leave them without
excufe, Quie exore judicium. ; :

But to the refidue; who have ftnmbled at this Truth, either
through our default, in not afferting this Truth as was meet 5
or theirown, in not duly confidering what we fay, or through
thofe unhappy Divifions which have fallen out, through the
fieats of men intemperately Zealous on either fide; Ifay to
thefe I now addre(s my-felf. -

Declaring inall faithfulnefs, that though the Trutlyin que-

ftion is to me as dear as other Truths, (and therefore am re-
folved,
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folved, what in me is, to defend it with thereft) yet Iftand
ready to abate whatfoever, upon a fair Tryal, may appear too
hacth, orany way juftly offenfive as to the bufine(s of fepara-
tion 5 not doubting (though I was unconcern’d in tixe Original
afthe divifion) that Mr. D. hath too much caufe to complaine
of fome, whofe unkindnefs to their Brethren, in the ill man-
nagement of a good Caufe might prejudice the Truth it felfs
but withal, I muft tell him, he was too fhort in that he did
not alfo blame fome of his own party, whofe impatienceand
imprudence, too much provoked to that Divifion, which by
all means fhould have been prevented. And let me faichful to
Mr.D. inremembring him of the faying, Medice Cxra teipfum,
for he that blames another for making unnatural feparations,
fhould remember, that he that Judges another, and doth the
fame thing, is in danger of the Judgment of God.

The Conclufion.

 Finally,Iam refolved to meet my oppofite (afterall this con-
fli€t) in that friendly and moderate paffage wherein at Length
he delivers himfelf, faying, P. § 1. We are not offended at @ pradice
of that kind, be it Lifting up,or Laying on of Hands, provided it be nos
urged as a thing of abfolute neceffity. . :
To which I fay, let the Spirit of oppofition to the Pradtice of -
Prayer with Impofition of hands for the Spirit of God, but be

laid afide, that the truth may grow as God fhall enlighten’his

people in it; And then let an Expedient be Concluded, for
fetling all the Churches concern’d in fuch a ftate, as may com-
port with the peace of the whole, and the Prefperity ofevery
art. : v

To which purpofe I could wifh that 4 Competent number of
fele& Brethren on both parts might convene this Summer to
confult and offer fuchan expedient to the Churches,for the ac-
complithment of this happy end,for I never expett to fee an end
of this Controverfy by writing Bookes one againft another-
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