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they are to fucceed the chief Apoftles in thofe

thac Minitery,

Shewing therewithal,

| T'hat it is impious Prefumption for any to pretend
“to {ucceed the Great Apoftles, in any part of their Office

which was extraordinary.

By Thomas Grantham,

Tres

A Difcourfe of the Office of the Meflengers, or
Apoftles of Chrift and bis Church, and how

things only, which were ordinary and fixed in |

Luke 11. 49. Matth. 23. 34.
=== will fend t>cn g 5———-— I fend unto you Prophets,
Prophets and Apoftles. Z Wifemen, and Scribes.

2 Cor. 8. 23. :
--= They are the Apo'iles of the Churches, and ke glory of Chrift."
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CHRISTIAN READER]

IT is 10 outward Glory or Prefetment in this world
which we [eck in Writing the enfuing Treatife; but
we [eek the Reftoration of negletted esttyy: « <1 o
Extreams have undone aﬁ, {ome flying too high upon
the wing of Minifterial Tutles for Carnal advantages,

bave advanced themfelves to fuch degrees of Domina-

tion as the fomplicity of the Gofpel never knew, whilefs
others [candaliz.ed thereat, or elfe prided up in thetr
parts, fall as much below, even to contemn, as infigni=
ficant Trifles thse Offices which Chrift ordained for the
well-being of his Church, making mees gifted Difciples,
not only their C orivals, but their Supertors alfo 5 a8 1f
Chriftsanity knew no Reverence due to the Stewards of
: the,Myﬂerie.r afGod, '

The defigne of this Treatife is to bring into the 00d
Jiking of the Church-her antient Sexvants, the Mel%m-
gers or Apoftles of Chrift and bis Churches, (J uch I
mean as ' Timothy and Titus, and others of that rank)
for the nore orderly maunagement of ber affatrs in Re-
ligion at home and abroad.
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- "o the Reader.

" How [uitable the dppellation is to-an Itinerate Mi-
‘niftery, and how much more valuable it is to have a M-

miStery by Divine Infitution, then humane pricdcnce
only, to agitate the affairs of the Gofpel in the l’Vur/d',
will [oon bge.fer'ceiwd, when mens conceits fhall prevail

( for fuch conceits there are) to deprive us of the for-

‘mer, and to tntroduce the latter,

Nor do Ideﬁre'qnyfa'vour from the Reader,'ﬂﬂ?e
this, that thou interpret me ‘fairl'y2 judge z'mpama//j,

and pafs by the Marks of humane frailty.

As for captious zoix-, if he perufe me, I value bim

noty Knowing bis bufine(s is more to find fault wuh
‘others then to mend bis own, ’
e T T e,

Thy Real Scrvant inthe Gofpel,

Tho, Grantbanm.
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A Defence of the Cffice of Subordinate Apoftles of
Chrift, or Me[Jengers of bis Churches, and the per=
petuity of bis Jmniftery by Divine Infitution, for.
the more orderly P romulgation of the Gofpel, and the
bester [ettlemént of Churches tothe end o the world, .

Eeing all forts of Chriftians do allow of an Itinerate or+
Travailing Miniftery,as neceffary to promulgate,Publifh, -
or Preach the Gofpell where it is not known, and to

ftrengthen the Churches of God,{pecially where thereis -

a paucity, or Infufficency of Inftruments, it may. therefore feem
firange that any fthould give occafion to write a defence of that
which themfelves do allow,and yet fo it falleth outat this time, ,
through fome miftake; partly about the Titles or Appellations
Perfixed, and partly about the Nature of t
Miniftery, whether it be Divine, or of Human prudence only -
But furely for men to ftrain moreat. the word Apoftle, [as.
fome do at the word Bifhop] thenat the work or Office figni--
fied thereby, is no other thing (as I conceive) then groundlefs.
Humility or hypocriticall fubtilty,feeing itis evident that thefe
Titles are as Lowly as any that can be given to fuit with the,
matter thereby intended, [Apofie] fignifying a Meflenger, or
fent; [Bifbop] importing anOverfeer. . : s 4 ¥,
il'not fear to call

~ Herefore that I may avoid this humour,d w (
old things by theirold names,and therefor e thall call theOfficers,

of Chrifts Church. by the ime names: which the wifedome of
" God hath given them, not.to make men proud,but rather hum-
ble, being fitted as a meanento concerning the: work, whigh.byy

their Office they ftand engagedito do... i e

he Inftitution of this--

.
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“The SuccefJors of the Apoftles,

“SWhat the meaning of the otharScruple thould be,which Sup;

- pofes the Office of Melfengers or Apotftles, as aforefaid, to be

anly of humane Prudence; and'not of Divine Inftitution, is to me

- very Sufpicious,. being ineffed to make all the Offices in the

Chureh.of. Chuift. to be.no Divine  Inftitutes, which yetr T hope -
willnorbehattily alferted; however, itis by us hereaffirmed ;
That the Office of Mc[fengers or Apoftles, as aforefaid, is of Divine Inti-
tution in the [mine manner 4 the Office of Bifops, Elders,and Decons, and
‘et otherpife. o : W
Whevetore,albeit we do fay,that as otherOfficers in the Church
‘have Succeffors;fo the-Apoftles alfo have fome to flicceed them,
yet ourmeaning is:not: thac they, to wit, the Cheif Apajiles,
‘haveany to Succeed them inall the parts of their Office,becaufe
there were fome things in their Office extraordinary and tem-
porary; and fomethingsordinary and fixed, the lacter are the
tfhings by us to be infifted upon only, but for the former we
a)’, g b :

That it is certainlya very finfull and impious thing for any
to pretend toany Power or Office Apoftolicall like that ofthe
Twelve, orothers of that dignity, in re(pe&

1. Oftheir immediate Miflion, which'was fo' much like the
Miffion of our great Apoftle Chrift himfelf, that he faith, As
my Father fent me, [o fend Iyou,

2. They learned their Do&rine éither from the ‘ficred Lips

“of the Lord Chrift, or received it by infallible revelation of the

holy Ghoft,and were not taught it by man, as Timathy and other
their Succeffors were, Heb. 2. 3.---fo great Saluation which at the

F';, firfbegan to ba [poken by the Lord; “and'was confirmed 1o us by them that

l
|
!
|
|
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beard bim. 1 Fob.1.1,5. That whichwe have beard, which we bave feen
with our eyes, which we bave looked upon and our hands bave bandled the
word of life, --that which we have feen and beard, declare we unto you
Gal.1.1Y. But I certifie, youBretbren that the Gofpel which w.s preache
of me; was not after-man, for I noitherveceived it of man, ueitberwas I
taughtit, but by the revelation of Fefus Chriff.

3. They were to lay an infalible foundation, and to deliver
rules for government which all otherTeachersare to build upon
and to obferve as their Pattern and’ftandard, by which to try
other Dodtrines and Spirits, 1 Cor. 3. 10: -~ As ' a' wife Mafter
builder I'have lid the foundation’andanother buildeth thereomn,
Fobn 1. 4. 6. Hs that knoweth'God; heareth us;" be'that is nat‘*zf GO;ll;
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The § urcéﬂ‘d‘ﬂ of “the Apsstles, - a
ow e the Spirit of truth,and the Spirit of Errours

with the gift of Tonguesy,

to demonftrate that they

beareth not us bereby kn
4. They were neceffarily endowed
Miracles, Signes or mightly deeds,-
were {ent of God, and that theirDodtrine was from Heaven,Luk, -~
24.49. Bus tarry ye in the City-of Fernfalem untill ye be endowed \\
w.th power from on high, 2 Cor. 12.12. Truly the [ignes of an Apoftle -
were woought among you in all patience, in figues, wondets, and mighty ‘
deeds, Heb. 2. 4. God alfo bearing them witnefs with divers fignes,
Miracles, and. gifis of 1he boly Ghoft. In thefe and the like refpedts, ‘
the Cheife Apoftles can have none tofucceed them, for ifthey |
had, thenmuft their words and writings have the fame force ‘
and authority, and thus we thould ftill be recéiving new Ora= |
cles, and fo never know when the whole Councel of God is 1
made known to.us. Howbeit this we do fay,
That God hath given to-hisChurch,a Miniftery of Meffengers Inwhaer
gr [fsgoﬂ}f]s (thoggh much inferior) yet truly to fucceed l’t}he fpet (8
r oftles, in fuch things as'weré ordinary and fixed to that 3
Ofﬁcespas firft, e oy 10 g oh e AROIRIES
" 1. Inrefpedt of Lawfull Power or Authority to Preach the
Gofpell inall places, at-all times, to all perfons, as occafion and
opportuni _tgfby Gods providence thall be given them, Mark.16,
15: Math. 28. 19. 20, ‘ t
2, Unwearied dilligence in Teaching and firengthning both
_ Paftors ard Churches, (cheifly thofe which are but newly feceled
in thefaith) in all the Councell of God ; and: by Tabouring to
perfe& that which is lacking concerning the fajth of any
Churches, 4. 20.21. 48.19.1. tothe6. 2'Cor, 11.28. 2 Pete
1. 124 1304, 35, Tit. Ieg: 2 - v
_ 3. Inbeing fet for a defence of the Gofpell,or Dodtrine ofice
delivered, againft falfe. Apottles, or fuch as would introduce
falfe Do&rines; Phil. 1.16, 17: 1 Tinn1.3: andalfo to firength--
en the hands of Particular Paftonrs agamft Ufurpers, or fuch as
defpife the Minifters of Clirift, 3.Ep. Jobn. 5, ¥ T T. i
Gal. 4.17.18. i LS ' ' i
Now that the Cheif Apoftles have fome to fucce~d themrin
the Apoftléfhip, as we baveaffirmed, in thefe and the like Servi-
ces, as we have now declared, will ‘appeare’s firft. :

FONNS T SO

o 1. From a due Confideration of the perpetuity ofevery part
of that Commffion, Math. 28, 19. 20. Mark; 16.15.16. = "

§ ¢ 2. From the Duration of thefe Spirituall gifts’ whichour:
‘ Lord !
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The Suscefjss of the Apofiles,

T

' Lord obtained, and gave to his Church by vertue of his. afcen-

L1001 :

3. -From the order and ftate of the primitive Churches, their
haveing {uch apoftles or Meflengers, and the non-abrogation
thereof, by good authority to this day. ‘

4. Erom the praétice of thofe who moft queftion the being of
; Miniftery ot Meflengers, or Apoftles, in the Churches at this
-5, From the ftate of the world, their neceffity to be taught
the truth as. it is in Jelus,and the danger they lie under by
means of falle Apoftles. :
Eirft from the Commiflion, Math. 28. Mark, 16. It is very
evident that it is the will of God that the Nations be taught,
and that the Gofpell fhould be Preached to every Creature, fo

. that.we muft of neceflity ftick toone thing ouc of three, and

thatis, either fome body in {pecial are bound toPreach theGof-
pel to thofe thatare without, to the Nations that know 1t not 5

~ or elfethat all Chriftians are equally bound to perform tiis

work, if capablesin refpc& of gifts;-or elfe that this work ended
with the Apoftles.
" The laft of thefe will not be faid by any that confiders, how
the making voyd any one branch of that Commiffion, as not
obliging the Church, or any perfon in it, 1s in cffe& to make
the whole Commiffion void s for feeing there is nothing mor¢
ylaine then that this Commiflion did once impower 2 Miniftery
of MeTengers or Apoftles to Preach the Gofpe}l)l to the Nations .

‘it this great part of the Commiffion fhall be Suppofed to be

vanifhed, and no man bound thereby to Preach the Golpel, how
can any man with fhew of truth or reafon pretend any power by
vertue of this Commiffion to Baptize > fith both worksare com~
manded as it werein one breath.; neither can the Church be
truly faid ro obferve all things whatfoever Chrift commande
his Apoltles, ifthey do not obferve this great work to preach
:ihc Gofpell to the world ; by men endowed with fic power t0
do it. : : :

~ Norcan it rationally be {aid that this work belongs to every
Gifted Chriftian alike, becaufe the imployment of the Gofpell
confifts indivers Offices, andall fuch Members have not the fame
Office. meer. Gifts, do not (in any ordinary way) make men
Officers in any part the Miniftery, and that the tcachmg,’M;'g'
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The SuccefJors of the Apostles:
28. and the Preaching, Mark, 16,"is a Preaching not by 'vertue
of Giftonly, but by Office.or authority alfo, cannot be denyed ;.
and doubtlefs gs'this work of Préaching the Gofpel to the world,’
or thofe that are withour, requires the greateft abilities, fo it
requires the greateft care,that none do enter into that Miniftery
without fit quallifications, and authorizy to go forthto plant,
and fettle Churches, according to the pattern of the firft, and
beft Apoftles ; Phil. 3.17, But they that would have this
work no mans concerne, by virtue of Office, (and no Otficer in
the Church, as fuch ; is bound to do this work unlefs he be an

“Apoftle or Meflenger)whiles fiich deny the being ofa Miniftery

of this nature,they contradi& themfelves, in fending men about
this great affair, or if they be notifent, then we demand how
they can Preach? and the anfwer muft be filence forought I can
ﬁg, fith extraordinary miffions are not by wife men pretend~
ed. .

Againft what is [aid from the Commiffion, it is objecied, 1. that thir Objedt,
place containes the autbority by which all that are Chrifis Minifters de
preach or officiate inany Minifterial capacity, 2. others more wife (&
themfelves believe ) tell us this place givesno fuch authority at all, to any
Minifters of Chrift, but this Cbmmiﬂion wat only for the Apojﬂes, to whom
it w# first delivered, drc. : .

+ Tothe firft objetion I anfwer,by granting what is faid to be' 4nfw.
very true, butfaying withall, that this confirms rather. then'
weakens that which we have for the Meflengers Office,for here
our Lord being inveffed with all power, in Heaven and in Earth,

gives a Commiffion for Preaching the Gofpell, Baptizing the. ..« -

Converts, and for teaching them to obferve all things whatfo= - j,
ever hecommanded to the end of the world, and hitherto we :on
have believed that no powerMinifteriall contained in this Coms "

miflion,died with the Apoftles; and therefore the fecond obje-""" " °

&ion appears,Leviffinus fructus ingenii,like fome light or undige(= .,

ted matter ; for how (hould any follid Chriftian, once imagen - o3

that any : thing, hers commanded, is ‘not obligeing to:the =

Church 2 {pecially the obje&ors, who, whiles they hold ‘thae "= 7"
here is a Commiffion for:Baptizing to thie ‘end of the world, ) .5

they can withno fairnefs deny aCommiffion bereal(o for Teach= -
ing them who are to be Baptized, otherwife they muit inform

- us, when this mifcheife befell this Commiflion) Math.28. that it

loft it’s force, for enabling us to Preach to the Nations,and yet
A G keps

w1
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The Succeffors of the Apofiles.

kept full power to inable us.to Bapeife difciples. 5 A

- 2. That there s fuch a Miniftery of Meflengers or Apoftles
as we have defined,of right remaining to the Chusch to theend
of the world is. yet more evident,from the fixednefs. of the gifts
beltowed on the Church through the afcention of Chrift, Epk.4.
whenhe afcended up onbigh---he gave gifts---and be gave fome Ayofiles
and, [ome. Prophets ére,~-till we all come to the umty of the faith,&c. fee
L Cor. 12, 2%, Here we obfzrve, the gifts of Gods Spirit is that
wihich ficts men for the Miniftery;this Minifivy fo ficced, is fixed
in the Church to the end of the world: 3. parc ofthis Miniftery
are Apoftles,and therefore to contitiue in the Church to the end
of the wotld,Diodate takes the word Apoftles here ina ftrid fence;
yet grants that the Miniftery. here {poken: of iz to remain in: the
Church till the end.of the warld, 1 conceive he had been move con=
fiftant, if be bad here taken the- word Apoftles Largely, as he
doth elfewhere, namely in, Rem 16. 7. and 2 Cor. 8. 23. Philip,.

. 2.25. where,as he grants the Title of 4pojile to have been given
" to many befide the Cheife Apoftles, fo, heinterprets it to iiite=

mate a Larger Minifteriall, or Paftorall authority, then is com=
mited to particuler Elders. v

. Hawever, thetext; Epkef. 4. gives being to the Miniftery of
Apottles in the Church of Chrift,till the whole Church be per-

. fefted, as clearly.as to Paftours, and Teachers, and a man may

i
ﬁ
\
|
\
|

»'cmb. Divines: on Rom. 16, 17.
1e word Apofties(fay they)is
sribed not to the 12, alooe,
f in alarger fence to other Do-
rs & Minifters of the Churchs

r.Ham. on Rom,1.6."A7mo50A@”
pifies primarily that Office
jereto the 2. were fétapart
|Chrift immediately; and fo
ul and Barnabas; fecondarily
elongs to others that receive

like commiffion from the 12,
from Paul, &e¢. '

| Of this fort
{ pinion.of fome

R

by foone deprive the Church of the latter, as ofthe former, but
invainare the attempts of men to deprive hev of either. -~
Our third Argument is taken fromithe ordér of the Primative:

Churches, who certainly hiad many. Apojiles;
befide thofe which were Foundation Layers,
and: Mafter Builders, fich' were Andronicws
and Funiz, Rem. 16.7. who are faid to be men.
of Note among the Apofiles; by Apoftles heres
fome dounderftand the 70. and' that thefe 2
- were of note among them 5 however they
_were Apoftles, and men of note in that Mini~
ftery ;. for, itis a ffrange interpretation, 0
turn the words thus; they were noted by the

. Apoftles, being a plain perverfion of the Text )

from it’s native fence. : .
of Minifters,, inall probability (and’cis the-0~
ingerpreters)’ were: thofe mentioned in 3-} Ep-

)3 'I’




The Succeffors of the Aposiles, 7
Fobn,who are faid to go forth for the nanies fake of Chrift take-
g nothing of the Gentiles, whome, ‘Gains is commended for
courteoufly entertaining, and Diotrephes teproved for rejeting.
For, had not thefe Bretiiren been fent to Preach, I fee not, how
JFebn thould tharply reprehiend them thatreceived them not, nor
ftir up Gains to bring them on their journcy whetherfocver they
+ would go. * But Febn’s care of them and his holding them 1n
weputation, and defending them againft oppofers of their Mini- ‘
flery, and theirwichall their forfaking all for the name of Chrift,
Preaching freely to the Gentiles that they might be faved,thews 5
“that they were the Minifters and Meffengers of Chrift, and the pr. Hemmon
Churches ; orherwife if they ran before ‘h%Z were fent, they on 3.Ep.7ohn
‘could noc mannage the great affaives of the Gofpell among the ;:ilﬁ,,::c,rﬁc
‘Gentiles ; mor doth their being termed Brethren only, argue pe o T 06
‘that they were not in Minifteriall capcity, for we find'the {aime Chrift. sur |
Phrafe ufed concerning thofe that are exprefly called thte rhey were not
Apoftles or Meflengers of the Churches,and the glory of Chrift ’,",:gig
2 Cor.8.23, kmlsan Sunnnmdy, SEa yess. R {'5},,,;&;,,, '
To fay thofe Brechren, 2C:r.8. were Meffengers or Apoftles, Ergo,
oily as they were (ent with contribution from the Gentf}ezrﬁnéféie‘w-' |
‘Churches to the Church ar Fernfalem (as fome would -have it) nifters erdtef
15 a very cold expolfition (and juftly flighted by dar beft ex- ﬁ.?fg"m'
poficors) for firft it cannoc be proved that they were imployed | ¢ Chyrehets
in‘that bufinefs ar all, orif it could, how fhould they forthis ~ |
Tervice be called the glory of Chrift? furely this Chara&er muft -~
refer to their being intrufted with better treafure thenSilver and
Gold, fith eicher Brethren or Sifters, ofvery ordinary capacity,
(iffaithfull) mighe have been fent with Earthly treaftre.
Epapbroditus is'not only called the Apoftle.or Meffenger of
the Church at Philipi, buc Pauls companion alfo, and fellow fol-
dier, which fhewes, that though he might brirg the Churches
bounty to Paul, yet this did not confer upon him the ticle of
Apoftle, fith he had a greater imployment which better deferved :
that Title, even'to War in the holy Wartare of the Gofpel s S K
Paylhimfelf.  ~ : : - gﬂ::m:ngf .
Ofthis fort of Minifters of the Gofpel was Barncbas, Luke, Syhuanss, to
Mark_, Sylas, | Silvanus, Tistchicus, 7 rophimus, and Apollos, as ap- be the fame
Ppears by their being frequently fellow Travellers, and fellow i but ic
Labourers in the Gofpel with the Apofiles, concerning Whom wherefore |
,I arguie thius, s : o B _noteboth, |
G 2 _Thefe
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The Succellors of the. dpofiles.

- ,B',;?;I;i?f-jfc; perfons were Minifters; of the Gofpel, and not gifred
ethiren only, but they were not Minifters of particul w Chui-

ches. e ¥l
ches, Theretore their Office was general, and by confequence

MeTunwars orAnoities. . T.he Msjor 1
b’? “f'“ge_ls_ or Apoitles. The Mejor is tiue, otherwi(e chey ran
fore tiiey were [ent, and then how could they Preach 2" Rom.

_10..or be fellow Labourers, with Paul? ~The Minor is out of

1o

Y Their
words arc

thefe, We* -

might. have:

‘doubt, becanfe o't"t\xeir',utlﬁ:xédxxefs' intefped of place; as Le-

_fore we have faid, being [requenc Travellers throngh Uudiy

~Coutries upon the bufine(s of the Gofpel, and fome of .chem
are exprefly called the Apoftles of Chrilt, I Thefo 1. 1. hereSy-
vanus ’15 ?oyxged_wicl1 Paul, as ﬁ)eaking by,thié Epiftle to the
T hefalonians, and Chap. 2. é. Itis thus faid, Numof mex fought we
glory, when we might bave been burthenfome as the Apoitles of Chriff.
H_EI‘CSj’wnus is as openly called an Apoftle of Cheift, as Paul
himfelf, of this opinion was the AJumbly of Divines,.fe¢ their
Amnotations. i : . ' : o Lo
- Timotheus is evidently a Minifter of the fame-Order,as. 4P~
pears from the placeeven LOw alleadged, ‘in which as Punlan

ta eﬁfu;gqm‘th{anus_., {o alfo T imotbeus is exprefly called an Apoile of Chrilt,
«nd ‘exercifed which 1s yet farther evident from the tenot of thofe Epiftles

1

‘our Apiftolica

\“wuthority af,

might befit

Lwhich Paul fent to him, 1 7im. 1. As 7 befoughs thee_ 1o abids fiil
at Ephefus, wheu I went ito Macedonia, -=-that 1b 10 (beuld warn fans

tbgi‘)lmba_ﬂ’qi that they teach #o_otber Dotirine, fodo. Now had Fimothy’s charge

'dars of Christ
yer we took,
a contrary
caurfe,

,. been ouly at Ephefus, as the Paftor of that Church only, therg¢
"had been no need to befeech him to abide thend, it being. not
unkvnown to him-that it was by all means neediul for pmticu‘,-
“1ar Paftors, rorefide. near their refpedtive Congregationss -aud

‘hot to go to forreign Countries to mannage the affaws of erher
.. Chyrches 5. butevident it 1 that Timothy was Pauls fetfow Tra-

“veller in divers Countries,and frequently fent by him to fundry °

“Churches from the time he was called to go forth with the A-

- poftle, till Paul fent for the Elders .of the Church at Ephe[us

which was not long before he was a Prifoners (ee to this purs
pofe, A5 16. 1, 2,35 4+ and 17,25, and 18, 5,and 19:22- Lan

| 204,10, 18. & WALH i L |

" And though in a certain Poftcript added £o 2. EP- tO Timotby,

he is called the firft Bifbop of the Church at Epbefus,yct this.canr

not betrue, feeing the Church at Ephefus had Bilhops, ASTs 2‘3&

even when Timothy was a fellow Traveller with the Apoft le Ba

" in divers Countries. ‘Norare the*Andenc‘spoﬁtivein this “_‘tactrf
’ . €Ty
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_ter, for 1-find Eufebins.only (aying thatit id reported that Tine- |
_thy-was chefirit Bithop ot Epbefus; -and T rus of Crv'ct«,x;ch-hgdﬁ- |
Ay sAt oty - ‘But this we!know 15 plain, that T:‘motk)_s care wis
.as much for other Churchcs as that at Epbefus, Phil. 2,19, 20,
Lvaut inthe Lo/d Fefus to Jend Timorbeus unte 3ty -== for I'bave o
man.like minded, who will naturally careforyour ftate, === Bur J"kmr
_the provf.of bim,that i S.nwith the Fatber be hath ferved with me in
the Gofpely . Finally, I could thew thav inthe writings 'of 'the :
Antients, Timotheus was frequently called Timotky the Apoftle, PG
and. fo.was Clement, and divers others, {| and why this'appella- 1 g
tion 1hould now.bechought ftrangeby any that have confider e Bifhop)
thefe things, [ eannot cafily,imagin ; but to proceed. 1 “v & werein the
“OF Qitnithe fame confideration may be had, feeing he was firft times |
Jeftin C:eca( to fet . in ‘p_r,d_m.t_l_l_i,ugs_tbat -were wanting, and to called Apo:
ordain Elders in every Church, plainly fhewing that his power f G
in theaffairs of the'Gofpel, -and his care for the Churches was S -
‘the (ame for.every Church that-t was forany.of them,whichisa
far different charge from that which was given to the Elders of
“the Church at Epbcfus, Ads20. for théy are not bid to look to
alkthe Chuiches in Afia, but onlyto the Flock ovdrwhichithe
Holy Ghoft hadmade them , Bijhops'on Overfeers. Neitherwas _ .. ..,
Titus his care fOl."',tf)cCh,l{rcthcs‘-ju-kGr?d;onlﬂ for Panl callshim ;... s

his. Partner. and.. fellow = helper, concerning the Church wat Corinthy o1z 3

20608 B FFeritln SRt N S OVEINE Y I3 Fgannaitl
Of the {fame import is that place, Gal. 1. 185 19.. T went up t

Ferufalem 1o [re Peter, cbut osher of the Apoitles faw ' Enore fave Fames = k:

3he Lords Brother, . Here -Fames ithe Lords Brother! is ccalled an - - <

Apsfile, and yet he was not.one of the Twelve, for that Fames

is called.the San: of. Alpheus, Math.1o-3: and-of ahis, mind is

Eufebius. . Ferem indeed would fometimessmake ‘thefe two

the fame man, yet. other whiles he calls him Decimuwn tertiim

Apofiolum, i e. the.thirtee th Apoftle. But that Fames the Lords ,

Brother was.notoneof the Twelve, may-be colléted from T |

Cor.15.5:to 8. outrLord isfaid to appear fivft to Ceplas,thento the

7 welue, after that be wasfeen;of 7ames,: then of all the Apofiless

Here we fee Fames diftin nifhed from the 12. Apofiles; aid thé

Twelve are diftinguifhed from all the Apofiles,- by all the Apoftles;

therefore are meant (probably) the 70. whom Jefus fent forth 7/

by two and two, to the places whether him{elf would goy whé

were fent forth with thefe words, ige Smaane dgds, 7 dpefiolize, \
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-or{end gou, €. Luk, 10. 3. and thefe became famous Preach-
ersand Officers in the Church after the Afcention ofour Lord,
asEufebius and others have intimated in theic writings. We fee
thenipartly from evident places of Scripture, and partly from
cnamonatl_ demonftration of the places which probablyhold forth
uch things, that.the primative Churches were endowed with a
Miniftery of many Meflengers or Apoftles 'befide thofe who
were-the foandatrion Layers, and Mafter Builders in the Church
of %hrl(i}. : _
he {um of that which hath been faid, from the State or or=
Berie, der of the ficft Churches, lieth in this Syllogifm. :
The ﬁr@ Churches had a Miniftery of 'many Apoftles or Mef-
b {engers befide thecheif Apo ftizs. : .
ke 2 ’l‘rms Miniftery wus mever taken away, or #e jure, made to
ceife. ¢ et il oo ol
| Ergo, Therefore the Church 6f Chrift hath, orought tohave,
', ﬁlchdg Miniftery of Apoftles or Mcftngers tothe end of the
: wounld, _
| Objett.  Againfeehis, it dsiobjedted, fhier though is be truz,¢har Phe'Primitive
\ Churches bad aMiniftery of Meffengers or Apvfiles befitde ' the'cheif Apo-
The twelve fles, and ithas the Ghirch oughr now so fend bor'Miniflers to Preach ts
pofties and *¥¢ world, togatber and festle Ghutches, 8cc. ‘yet it'is denyel thar either
ulare  theformer orlatter Meffengersofthe Churches, are orwere the Hpoftles
re excep- ¥ of Chrilt, or that they were, ‘or any other are, Meffengers or Apoftles
d. by Devine Duftisution. alioul it
th.16.r8, - To this obje&ion [ anfiwer, That as the Charch is of Divine
#:3.6.  Inftitution by Chrift, fo ave all ther Officers ; - in whofe name
“ fhe fends them forth, and notin her own, nor any other Crea-
' ture, and {o of no humane Liiftitution,nor to A& in their Mint-
‘ ftery by humane Authority. : 3
|- . 2. Wehavefhewed fome of thofe Iiiferior Apoftles of Ghfilt
? from X Thkef. 2.'6. which may be furtherevinced from 2Cor. 5.
where Timathy is called in conjunétion with the ‘Apoftle Paul,
: an Ambaflador of Chrift; [now then we aré Ambaffadors for'Gbriﬁ]
l and its granted by the Learned, 'that MpesCdoay, ‘hcrc're’ndf_ed
| Legatione, or Ambaflador, is a word of the fame import wit
\ that of Apoftle ; hence the Argument is, if Timtothy wis an A'mb?}r"
, fador for Chrift, than he was an Apoftle'or Meflenger of Chrift.
| But, ¢, Ergo, 1973 ANy I8 taqere
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The Suceeffors of the ApoSiles
" 3. That this Office is of Divine Inftitution, may appear thus,
It is either ot Divine or Humane Inftitution, not of Humane,
Ergo, of Divine Infticution. ' Or thus, :

If any other Qffices in_the Churclr (as Bifhops, Elders, or
Deacons) be of Divine Inftitution, then the Office of S}lbord}-
nate Meffengers or Apoftles(firch as 7imothy and Titus) is of di=
vine Infticunionalfo. - But &«¢. Ergo. ' Mgt

If any deny the Minor, heis too far gone in Errour to be dif=
puted with by me. * Andfor the canfequence of the Major, "tis:
thus demonftrated. ! PIS0 T : ,

Such as by virtue of their office-are to ordain otheérs to offi~
ces that are Divine,muft themfelves havean office that is Divine;
but Timothy and Zitus, and other fuch Meffengers are to Ordain
others, by virtue of their Office, to Offices which are Divine. -
3 ggg, they had, and ought themfelves to have an Office whitch:
is Divine: : : : 2

That Zimothyand Titus were by virtue of their Office, to or-

dain BifRops and Peacons, is evident- enough by thofe Epiftles

which the Apoftle Paul, wrote to them refpedtively ; and that-
they fhotld do this, and" have no Divine Authority, is nat to
be imagined; fith here they ‘were not upon an immergency
(which may alter thecafe) but: i the ordinary courfe of the
E};er;'c{lifé of their Minifterial authority in the Churches of
NT1T, . ’ .
4. Qurfourth Argument is taken from the Pra&ice of our
Brechren, who queftion the Being of Meffengers; as 2 Miniftry
temaining in the Church at this day. For, do theynot fre~
quently fend forth men to a& Authoritatively, both in Preach-
g to the world, and fetting things in order in remote Con=
%“fgauo.ns,. to exercife Difciplineby excommunication of of=
cnders, and remirting, the, penitent; by ordaining them El-
ders, and difpencing to them thic holy Milteries or Ordinances?
As thefe things cannor be denied, fa we may, juftly enquire how
It Comes to pafs.that. they do thus, if indeed the Church hath
Eonc toad in the capacity of Meffengers or Apoftles, as we
ﬁ"e defined > fith it cannot be proved, neither doour Bre-
thren affirm, that Eiders of particular Churcles: have ¢qual
ipt°.w°"a or any power as’ Elders in oth~r Churcles; neither is
'thm the power ofapy Caongregation to take the Paffour ofano-
er Church from tliem, nor may any Church impofethe r Fid

; : flour
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ftour-upon another Church ; -wherefore, unlefs there bea Mi-
niftery remaining in cthe Church, which is related by virtue of
their Commiffion to a1l Churches indifferently,we may perceive
what confutfion is-like. to enfue. -’
For, if thofe who go to Preach to the world, cannot juftific
their calling, as being inabled with lawful power from God,
and his Church ; how fhall they comfort themfelves i their
undestakings,aranfwer.oppofers when queftioned, concering
their Commiflion, {pecially in {uch places where the holy. Scri”

- ptures are received, fich all that read may know that as the Gof-

pelis to be Preached, fo thofe that go forth as Minifters there-

of, muft be fent, either by immediate Miffion. from Heaven, of

fome mediate Mifficn from him by his Church, which none

can pretend to, who deny the Office of Meflengcrs, becaufe o-
 ther Officers. are not by virtue of their Office, 0 &

o out into

the world to teach the Nations, to plant Churches in remote
tions. -

- Countries, or to fettle the Affairs of remote Congrega
lyed, That

‘Ifnow to that which we have faid, it fhould be rep
fuch Churches a5 want Elders, and are diftind from one another, May
allow by confent thas tbe Elders of one Chuveh do Ad as Elders in another,

“évc. To this we rejoym, faying, this is fooner (aid then provet,

for feeing Officers have their Commiflion at what gime they are
ordained, it cannot be, that they fhould have their power; ¢
jure, made either lefs or greater,by the confent or non-confent
of any perfon or perfons whatfoever, unlefs it be by confering
another Office npon him; not can that be done, but by another
ordination. ¥ e
" Again,it would be underftood how long the power given by
our Brethren, to Elders of one Church, to Adas BX !
other Church, doth remain 2 whether they thenceforth frand
equally engaged to overfee thofe Churches as the Church who
ficft called them to ferve asPaftours 2 and alfo how manyChareh”
es {uch Elders may A& in as Paftours by confent > whether tWO
only or ten, or an Hundred, and add infinitum. Surely, if onCi
they give pacticuler Paftours, power to A& as Paftours I more
Congregations then they wereat the time of their ordinatien ? L 1
ointed to overfee, they can never bound. their power: ahac
then whatMefenger of ‘heChurch did ever exces@.t ,_cnf;.!,g tu'rs
pefpedt 2. And further, ifour Brethren can give the p Pafto

s siinalalait i h)
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| The Succeffors of the Apostles? 13
Year, thet why not for §. or 10, Years, yea for term of l_ifes the
occafion ftill being the fame ? and'how much comes this fhort
of the pawer commited to any Meffenger in the world at this -
day ? wherefore feeing your Brethren do exercife as greatau~
thority in {ending men to Preach, or to *‘f‘ Minifterial &uc
vborityin the Churches of Chrift as we do, it is {trange they fhould
diflike us for calling thofe Officers by fuich a name as the Scrip=
tute gives them,rather then by fuch a name as is exclufive ofthat
power which of neceffity they muft putinto exercife, whether
they Minifter to the world or ro the Churches. -~ = <

True it is Peter calls himfelfe an Elder, and that he was an
Elder in one Church as well as in another, but this was chaufe
he had an Office which was comprehenfive of all Offices in the . ;
Church, and hence iris that we find the Apoftles. fometumes , - -
petforming the offiee of Deaconé when it might bedone withou® o =07 00
let, to the Preaching of the word, ‘4&. 6, 2. Gal: 2; 9. 1o Bac ;
though it be true the greater does thus contain the lefs,yet the
defs does not contain the greater,for its evident that the Office .
ofa Pa_ﬁour ofa .particulchongregacion,and a chgrge toTeach
all nations, and to overfee all Churches , are'things inconfiftent
To-the Tame penfondn T Sisils ¢ ioilioy il 1o ol IR DERCR
-~ What may or oughtto be done'in Preaching the Golpell by
perfons gifted in the Church, as a generall duty or- privifedge,
it is not my bufinefs here to defcourfe, but only to fhew what
is the true intent of the Offices which he hath ordained in his -
Church, otherwife it were eafy to fhew,that God hath not only
provided a Liberty in his Cliurch,for the modeft exercife’ofthe
Gifts of his Spirit, that'the Church may Le edified. Bur@lio
,:Wﬁhgn by his providenceany gifted Difciples are expofed-to fe=
};s:ffte l{:jaces; or otherwife called to Teftife their Faith, they
i tyht s lawfully Evangelize or Preach the Gofpel, as is evidert
Amh""om holy Scripture;. 48.8. 4. §. and other very antiént

g °F(§-)i’a~.‘- See Socrates Scholafticasyl, 17601526, 0 5 4 HEES
fpeé.t ,of.—qr'i]{’“ Argument] is frémft}h‘c frate Oifthe worldirres
Lo i>§;§“? continualinesd o bhe @nglve the Gofpell inite
bk ar:‘ ITity thereof; and ¢herather becaulk dffalle Apoftlts
i A,e fone out into the world.and'do cbrm'fgt;tjheﬂ'Vorﬁaﬁx
kind ¥ Artifices; to the Linderance “of the ﬁ}}'vﬁ(g‘lgin:of Mah-
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14 The Succeffors of the Apofdles.
-1 The world is Gods Harveft, whereinto heis pleafed o fend
. his Labourers ; and the Church is Commanded to-Pray; that
k the Lord of the Harveft would fend forth more and painfull
i Labourers into his Harveft, Luk 10, now thefe Labourers (at
i leaft generally) migft be fuch asare in Minifterial capacity to
Preach the Gofpellyand they can no way fo well be underftood-
ofany pacticuler funéion in theMiniftery as that of Meflengers
4 partly for that the other Minifters are bound to particuler
| Churches, as is fhewed before, partly for that our Saviour gave
| this direction to lnsff@urch,gpwx the occafion c};fcndiug forth
b sewxrta: : : an Inferior order of Apojtles or Meffengers, tO wit,
5 :.;:X:‘ ltcz,‘ macy'g;:if‘:%gg.‘ fome the {eventy. * Andp hence I arguel,z Ifit be the
e Office Wichibe cathandis SUER of the Ghurch in all ages, to pray to the
for, feeing thofe that are given Lord that he would fend forth fuch a Mini-
to the Miniftry at the Prayer of {tery into the world, there is not any room
; }hc %hurﬁh,L i here faid to be . left forany to doubt of the continuance of
B i by ke pindthey e fuchan Office, as that of Meflengers or Apo~
l‘ Harveft, are fent by Divine Au.  TT.ES 38 by us afferted ; for that very claufe
| 3 , of their being fent, and that as Lambs in the
)

|
|

thyority.

- t *  mid# of Wolves, doth {ri}l more familiarly ins
form us what manner of Minifters thefe Labourers are. A ne-
ceffity therefore lyeth upon the Church to difpofe ofher Mem-
bers to that needfull work, as the Lord vouchfafes to fit them

\ for it, leaft otherwife fhe be like thofe which make many pray~

! ers, for that they never intend to do, but rather to hinder the

, doing thereof.

‘ It is certain the Church hath no power to canfe the werld to

_come to her Affemblies, and yet confidering that the Gofpell is

for the illumination of all, it muft needs be, that God fhould
yet have his ‘Ambafadors. to befeech the world in Chrifts ftead
1o be reconciled to God, evenas one fruit of Chrifts afcention,
is a gift for the rebellious that the Lord God may dwell among
them, Pfal. 63, 18. which bein compared with Ephef. 4. may
very well be interpreted of a gifred Miniftery to turn rebellious
finners form Darknefs to Light, and from the power of Satﬁan
0 God, To which agrees, fobn. 16. 8. where out Lord doth
affure his Difciples, that when he thould fend the holy ghoft
he Mould convince the world of fin, of righteoufuefs, and o

judgment, and this no doubt, as he fhould opperate or wor

upon men by the Miniftry of the word; which promile extcl‘)cn

|
|




vworld the everlafting Gofpel,

Thé Succelfors of the Apofkes]

+ erided with thae age (which is abfurd to'think) or elfe remain-

a Miniftery to hold forth to the
for the obadience of faith, fuch

I mean as are bound by their Office, 25 debtor to the wife and
unwife, to Preach to them that are without. :

There is no doubt but Sachan hath his Apoftles in the world
at this day, as well as in times paft, 2 Cor.11, It were ftrange if
our Lord fhould have none to withftand them, with an, Are they
Apoftles 2 {o am I, as well as with an, Are they Bifhops ot Elders 2
foamI; and it’s obfervable Paul did not deny the Appellation
of Apofile to others befide himfelfand the chief Apoftles,where-
as had it been unlawful to be called fo, he had a ready way to
difcover them to be deceivers, even by their faying their pro-
fefling themfelves Apoftles, was proof fufficient,but this Argu=
ment he never mentions, but vindicates himfelf, by thewing he
swas not inferior to them, no, not to the chief Apoftle. The
Church, Rev. 2. 2. is not commended for denying any to be
Apoftles befide the Foundation Layers; But for tryin them
which faid they were Apoftles, and were not, and found them
Lyers: And likeas if any fhall arifé, faying Tam Chrift, his
very faying fo, would be the beft evidence'he is 4 Lyer, (feeing
there is one only Lord Jefus Chrift) fo, ifthere were no more
Apoftles then the 12, gv. itwere one of the eafieft things in
the world to diftover a falie Apoftle, becaufe his faying he was
an Apoftle, would be the badge to know him for a Deceiver?

Finally, the Gofpel muft be Preached inall the world, for a
witne(s to all Nations, and then fhall the end come,Math,24.14.
which fuppofes the being of “a Miniftery, whofe work it is to
Preach to all Nations, even to the end ‘of the world, Rev. I4.
A Miniftry muft go forth to Preach the Gofpe! to every Nati-
‘on, Kindred, Tongue, and People, immediately before great
Babylon fall, fo then, though darknefs hath much prevailed fince
.the firft publication ofthe Gofpel, yet Light fhall rife out of
ebfcurity, and the Earth fhall ftill be enlightned.  The wifdom
of God, faid he, would fend Prophers and Apoftles, Luk 11, 49.
which is interpreted of Wife men and Scribes, Math. 23.34. and
that they fhould be perfecuted and flain.  ThisProph-fie was
not {o amply fulfilled by the Jewifh Nation, but thac Myftery
Babylon fhall bear a part in the fulfilling of it, Kev. 18, 20.
which doth further fhew a fucesflion of Apoltics, after the

oA 2 Jewiih

ing to this day, it {uppofes
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| 'éﬁ'ﬂr‘;’g?—‘*wha&i done eheir.worft at thofe,: whom God'fent:
. o, SHEA GREM Llod o1 yueflini]d & esioqaidt 3 cish zifds 0! sai

OFjedt. , . 1 he Signs af Apoftles are. W onders and Mighty deeds, thefa figns-are.
119t faund, Ergo, there are no dpoftles. . a5, 8o 1

- Anfw. " This objetion is deceitful, becaufe it diftingnifheth not be-

itween.the cheif and {ubordinate Aroftles, fignes were a nccefla-

~TY congomitant to the Office of the cheif Apoftles, becaufe they

,Wx?@;&?lg‘e.lj_vev new, Oracles, and to.abrogate old ones, but;the

Joferiot Apoftles needed no fuch figns,.nor do we read.ofany

&

fighty deeds done by 7imarby and Zitus,who yet were Apoftles
ofthe order which we contend for. . . 20 o1t hed !
. 2. . Though we hold itunfafe to fay Miraculous. giftsiare fo
ceafed, as that the Church may in no cafe ask them, yet.we fay
ifmen fhould fhew figns to prove themfelves Apoftles, itwould
: . how rather prove them deceivers. . P :
b Objedt, _ i 5{ therebe any MefJengers or Apoftles in thefe days, fbew us the met,
4 #nd that fuﬁceti us, lefs.then thiswill not fatisfie. et
— Ezra. 5. 4. What-are the Names of the men that make this Building®
or what would it profit you to tell you. their Names 2 .
. 2. ds not this curiofity the fylum certiffimum,. o leading thred
E ;d"c:il{l‘inf(qui:ftidn yaur Bifbops; Paffors, Deacons, yea in fine,yous
Church it felf? sihighed o vy

...3. Therefore, let the Office contended for be granted or dex

nied upon the grannds of holy Scriptures, and notafferted be-

caufe of theeminency, or rejefted becaule of the meanne(s of j

the perfons concern’d in this. Vocation, - . o7 s vllol »
Objedt. ~ If there be any [uch. Apofiles.as you contend for, why do they notinags

nifie their Office, -and_impofe themfelues upon the Churches where they

come 1. N 4 Heord '

Anfw. ~ Although he. chat gave this Miniftry , hath endowed them
with power and capacity to f{erve his Churches, yet havethey,
no dominion over their faith, to force themfelves upon chemy |
whether-they will orno, {pecially fuch Churches as they neves
planted : For Paul (that great Apoftle) hath-taught chem more,
modéfty, 1.Cot:9.2, 2:Cor. X0, X2, JOHTa Blssass oit bic)obaD 10

2, Thefe Mellengers or Apoftles do magnifie their Office 11
i detending it againft gain-{ayers, and by.doing what they,cats ,
in the fervices chey ateobliged. to by it, and when Diorepa
L hach learned more modefty, then to reject them, they may t'g

moré{erviceable then now they are, . shiob doiglT
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“sdrch-Bifbops, ox; fome Anticheiftian Ufurpation &~ 7 - :
o1 1o There isina becter way:to prevent {uch Ufurpation, then Anfy.
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The Succelfors of the Aposiles,

- Buttdo yon ot give-to-shéfe Miniflers-or: Me[Jerngers, @ fiuperintendency Objedd.

~ouer Bifbops ot Eiders ¢ and yraymos this<in time lead 10 the ]_'e:igiflg up

-by preferving the Miniftery by us contended for, becaufeit pre-
ferves all partieuler Churéhesright,to {end forth fuch Minifters:

~as theve, isioccafion for: themfo'to do; and no one Church is

Aiercin Privilidged above amother. 3! _ v 3
"o 24 We give themhmo more Superintendency then Timotky an

(it had,whofe cave was for the Churches indifferently, fo that.

- their-preheminence was only a degrec'of honor (not of power)’

1n being greater. Servants then others, as Chrift taught them’
He that.is greatelt lét him be: your'Servant. © . oROAE.
21 3+ The neceflity-of thisMiniftery lieth in three'things cheif*
lys1. To plantChurches-where theré is none. 2. To fet in order
fuch Churehesas wantOfficers to order'their affiaits. “And 3
To affift-faithfull Paftours or Churches againft. Ufurpers, and
thofe that trouble the peace of particuler” Churches by falfe
412(‘-6:"”“@%-3:1’:?‘- Fobne W YO ATipnTAZa | 970 200 fe

-

Eut do you nat give the [ole pewer of Ordindtion'te your Me_ﬂ?ﬂgé‘,& o Objedi.

Apofiles, - o¥a |

n nowifer; fo?é?éh’d’&gh; weﬁy 't‘hbjbirly aredn a regular cz}'-" Anfw.

pacity to ordain Elders in Congregations newly planted, whicl

have no Officers 5 yet fhere the Chuicties have an Elderfhip,
there they ave ina capagity to otdain their own Officers 5 “yeds
they may ordain and fend forthMefTengersi T Tim. 4. '1¢L 1 = 7

taerrours in life or DoGrine:? « 1l

I. It.is meet every Chriftian’ (a'na‘ fo eﬂiér*y ‘Miniltet) "i)_c q Anfw,

membcr_of{omc particuler Church; and this Church is the moft
Proper judge to execute juftice (as farias it ‘concerns ‘the*
Church) againft fuch-Offenders. 100 20 20 1oo” et
2, ANy true Church may law fully-anathemitize or hold
cxccration an Angel 5 oran:Apoftleofithe greateft digniry” if,
thfly prevaricate in Do&trine, Gali 1. And therefore thele fub
?eflfjv*c“?tfe Meflengers may be dealt with accordingly, if they ‘31!” 2
- ] - . . . e /.-

To.Conclude, the fum of that which weshave faidis ¢his chide i8]

‘L.‘ii;?_r - P‘?ﬁiog‘.'?z @cqtotake the care ofipaedeuier Chte
erteT | Vie ! 3 : f‘)
wahw | : ¢ g

God hath given to dusiChurch a fixed “Miniftersy ‘of (Bith ?81}% ~a

¢ 1 43. ks < A
- But ko fhall deal wub, - oncarvedthafe M [Jéngers; if they ]}:-ql{ fall Otjd.
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The Succeffors of the Apfles:

, o he hathgiven hera travelling Miniftery, unfixed:in refped

~ ' ofparticuler Societies, .to.whom it pertaines by vireue of cheic

Miniftery or Office, to take all occafions to caufe the light of
the glorious Gofpell to thine unto fuch as fit in darknefs, to
plant Churches, to confirm or fettle them in the faith, to vifit
and comfort thofe who have believed thirough grace.

Apd when we fay the Meflengers are unfixed, in refpe& of
gavtxcularSocieties,our meaning is not thereby to deny,but thac
for the more convenient mannagement of the great affairs of
the (rof pel, they may divide themftlvesinto divers parts, and
accordingly be called the Meflengers of fuch Countries,as with
whom they moft frequently converfe of the Gofpel, Gal.2.9.

In Afia we read of feven-Meffengers, and thofe related to fe~
-ven Churches, in feven principal Cities in that Country, yetit
may not be doubted, but that there were many Churches, and

-fcattered Difciples in Country Villages, and fo many Elders
alfo in Afie; yea,din: thefe very Churches which are parti-
cularly named ; for in the Church of Epbefus, there were divers
Bifhops long before Fobn wrote thefe Epiftles from the Ifle of
RPatmos, A&, 20, 17, 28, ni :

It js true the Antients call thefe (even Meflengers Bifhops, or

- - cheif Minifters ; Bue then we know by Bifhops, they mean or-

dinarily, fuch as had the care of many particular Societies or
:Churches ; Thus they make Timothya Bifhop, yet confefs him
*to bea Preacher of the Gofpel throughout Hellas in Achais, and
Arom Ephefus unto Uliricum. S
- _Titus they make Bithop of Creet, yet fuch an one as Preached
-the Gofpel inall that Country which was very larges and our
-wodern Writers call him and Zimorhy, Evangelifts,which they fay
was an Office much inferior to that of Apoftles, and fo {ay we,
if by 4poftle be underftood cthe cheif Apoftles; However the
difference between us is not great, lying more in the name
the Office, then that Office it felf. » :
Sylvanus alfo is by fome Writers made Bifhop of Theffulunice,
but the Scripture, as we have feen, calls him and other fuch
Minifters as he was, Apofiles. Now, whether it be more fafe to
call thefe Travelling Minifters of Chrift,Bithops after the man=
ner of men, or Me[fengers, or Apajiles, after the manner of the
holy Scriptures, is the bufinefs for the fober and unprejudice

Readkr to confider ; which that he may- the better do, I '
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e briefly what is granted by the Learned in this particulyr. -
I)‘Ott‘:. ”Alild‘)tf?rﬁi "Eufegb. b, 2 -cap.24. calls Mark ai ‘}f{;ﬂfg%

Nero (faith he) had raigned 8.years; firft after M;;r b"‘ ﬁ iy

and Evangelijt Anianus took, the government of the Church of Alex

anduia. ' . 54 et ‘
"2, Amoriim. in Photius, calls Timothy TG ém”"@'7‘1’2}:z
the Apofle, and Theodorer calls him Aaaver AmsrGr, the |

Apoitle, £ o™ i
P;. eThe_ amea Theod, calls Tisus Kpnrie® Amsson@r, The Apoltle of

the Cretians. St Rt

4. Heallo calls Epapbroditus an Apoftle, *Amseaor sumeby €%

§. Clem. Alexandrinus, calls Clement, Panls Companion, ArmosTAes
Kanuns, The Apofile Clemens, i k ‘

6. é;,,_,fo}:fo,’;xﬁterms Tgnatius, (who lived in the firft Cent.)
both Bikop and Apoftle. ST " \

And jfa{’th Dr‘PI-thammon Cout of whom thefe Collections are
taken) Zreneus informs us, that the followers of Marcus contem=
ved the very Apoftles in refpeét of themfelves, w hich ‘.’C,cx'f “
pounds of the Bifhops. or Apoftles, which were in the EIme ot Y
Irenens, who flourithed, Anmo 175. . , 2 ’

Now faith 7 heodoret, - in procefs of timé they left the Name l
of Apoftles to them that were immediately fent by Chrift, and [
Impofed the Name of Bifhops on thofe that had been antiently 1-

e TR T TR SR Ty e SO s et R

called Apoftles. ekl
"~ Hence its evident, the Office in refped of the yery Name and
Authority, which new we affert, continued in the Church un-
queftionable for.about 200, years, and by what authority that i
title fo fuitable to the Office, was taken away, and another im= |
E_’dt,ﬁ-‘d (as is confeffed) inftead thereof, mayadmitof confide= }
dlion,
- For when the Churches had thus deprived t»helq(elves of
their fubordinare Meffengers or Apofiles of Chrift and his Chur= |
ches, then were they ¢on%ffr‘ained to {ef up Diocefan Bifkops, Lord |
Bifbops, Aech-Bifbops, ¢, For feeing. the word Bifbop was for- i

Tl e, o st S gt W

merly ufed to exprefs the office of particular Paftors or Elders, | 1
(as Ferom, Ep;[c%fm‘ & Presbyterium uniom eﬁ%f) and yet having - |
given divers of their Bifbeps the government of whole Countyies -

or many Churches, they were forced to deyife diftin&ions of

their own, to know one fort of Bifbops from another..  Nor can |
this mifcarriage or diforder be rightly reformed,’ till the goo{di : |
' : old.! 1‘
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e Succelorsof the dpfies.
ok st e
E\10d, al etter fettlement of the Churches, which i
"*cndonli defigniof this Treatife. c urchcs' whlths‘the_rea'

i

PTECLTRRE S W I o W o O €5 - oS

i anfwer to three Queries received from aJu’ @ious friend.in
London, fince the finifhing the precedent works

5

ke Whether there be MefJengers or dpofiles of Chrift toenercife a Mini~
erial Authority'in the Churches of Chrift by divine Inftitution so continue,
So.the end of the world 2 . 5 A 20 ‘

“This Query doth hot deny 1 Miniftery of Meffengers to be.
fent to Preach the Gofpell ‘where it is not.known ; to plant
Churches where there is none ; to ordain Elders in Churches
remote, and to affift in difpencing the holy Mifteries,éc. for it
is knowa the enquiver allows of this. ™ :

“The queftion therefore is only about the pature of theirOffice,
(viz) whether it be of divine Infitution, o of bumane prudence etily s

To whichT anfiver, 1. Negatively, this Miniftery is not of
humane prudence only ; Becaufe nomen, or Society of men,
meerly as, fuch, though endued with much prudence, are in
any capacity to tranfa& affairs of the Church ofGod, {pecially

thofe that relate to the Miniftery, 1 Cor.2. 12,13, 3. 1 Tim.

e g L

Secondly, I fay this Miniftery is cfdivine Inftitution, becaufe
the wholeMinifterial authority,which theChurch hath received
as fuch, is of divine Infticution 5 yea, thevery Church her felf
is of divine Tnftiturioly’ 5 and therefore faid to''be'built up 4
Spirituall Houfe to offerSpiritall §: crificés,called alfo an holy
Naticn, 4 Royal] Prefthood s’ The Temble ofthe holy ghoft,
which alfo is Holy. " Theé houfe ofthe Son ofGed; dignified ¢
bave the houfe or Churchunder Mofes, whic yet was an holy
people, ‘and their ordinances divine, fpectally 'thofe that cOn™
cern'd the Miniftery of that Chiirchy, Numb. 3:3.9, Yo, ére: 1ith
Herefore L{uppole it willnot bedenlied that the Offices ’1 i thnfi‘

S0 s 2 3t LETi8 oo i1 iE ' 1Q SR " ew1l!
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Jewith Church was of Divine Inftitution,lt were ffrange that the

- Church of Chrift hould only enjoy aMiniftery jureHumans,or of

human prudence only ; foralbeit this Queftion doth only fup-
pofe thg itinerating Miniftery, or Meffengers of Chrift and his
Church to be of bumane prudence,yet it’s well known there is the
fame opinion of the Office of Elders, Deacons,&¢. an.d the Mef-
fengers Office is only made the mark to fhootat, whiles yet the
reft do ftand or fall with it, as to the nature of their Infticution.
From the premifes therefore I fhall Offer.this Ar.gur-nent- :

T he Miniftery of the Fewifb Church was of divinelnjtitution. Ergo the

Miniftery of theChurch of ibriﬂ is of divine Inftitution.

That theMiniftery of theJewifh Church was of divineInftitu-
_tion (though faid to be but carnal in refjeét of that whlch_w,as
“more glorious) will not (I think) be denied, and fo the antece-

dent is certaine. That the Confequence is good,is evident be-
caufe the Miniftery of the Church of Chrift is more excellent
then the Legall Miniftery. And to this very purpofe doth the
‘Apoftle argue, 2 Cor. 3. the Wole Chapter, compared with the
Latter part of the 2.Chap. and the beginning of the 4. Chap.
And as he moft clearly fets out the Glory both of t,heMun/Iratwu
and the Minifters of the Gofpellto be fuch as that, that of the
Law,had no glory in refpeét of the other, theMinifters of Chrift
being Minifters not of'the Letter, butof the Spirit, &e. {oitis
very remarkable,that he gives thisCharaéer,and commendation
to the fubfequent Minifters, as well as to him{elfe,viz. to Time-
thews, whom he joynes with himfelfe in the Dedication of the
_Epiftle. 2 Cor. 1.1. and likewife per{onatesshim frequently .with
‘himfelfe in the greatelt pact of the Epifile, and’p.artlcul_:lrly in
Chap, 4.1. Therefore feeing WE have this Miniftery, as we
“have received mercy, we faint not, otherwifc they muft both
have fiinted under thofe preflures which did attend thcrp. :

And here we have a full Argument for the Divine Inftitution
-of Timothy’s * Office; (who was a Meffengen).and confequently

ofall fuch Minifters as he was. , The Argumentis.this; . -

Such Meffengers, or Subordinate Apoftlss ashave received

their Miniftery [not their gifts only Jofthe Lqrd-ax'e Minifters
by Divine Inftication. . But Zimsthy, and all fuch Mefengers or
Apoftles as he was, have received their Miniftery ofithe Lord,
Ergo fuch Meflengers or Apoftlesas hewas, areMi nifters by Di-

~¥ine Inftitution.. 1 } X
i oS  Catikon BN 2l

* Note, it |
hath been |
told me in- |
words at

length, that
Timothy and
Titus his

office was |
not of Diving
“Inftitution, |
which is a‘f
dangerous |
Errour.

i
|
i
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KX The Succeffors of the Apoftles.

——

 T'his Argument & pari between the Inftitution of the Legall
“and Gofpell Miniftery might be abundantly improved, butl.

; fp(eak‘to.wrf&.me'n,l hope'a word to them will futfice. .

Argument 2. from 1 Cor, 4, 1,

Thofe that are to be accounted Miniftcrs of Chrift,  qnd Siewards of

the Mylteries of God, they ‘are Miniffers by Divine Infitution 5 bat the

! Jubordinate Minifters, [uch as Softhenus, Apolla. and Timotleus,

i “areto be accounted Minifters of Chrift, and Stewards of, the myfte ies of
Cod. Ergo, # they are fuch Minifters, they are of Divine Zmiditution:

Ifany deny the Major, he fights again{t Paul himfelf; ard for

" the Minor, it is evident Paul includes fuch with himf{=ifas were

his companions, or fellow helpers, calling them alfo Mir ifters

_of Chrift, and'Stewards of the Mylteries of God, and that in

| ﬂgg‘?‘;ﬂg‘ it conjundtion with himfelf, asa Steward or Minifter, {| and thde

[ i (l'om: Timothy and Softkenus, were his compantons, doth-appzar 1 Cor.

. degrees I. 1. and 4. 17. whom alfo he calls Apoftles, verf. 9.10,17,12.

| above them, for furely as they were his companions, of whom- he faith, to

' this prefent hour we both Hunger and Thirft, and are Naked, and

Buffeted, and Labour, working with our hands, &. fo ver[.9. he

exprefly calls the fame perfons Apoftles,and that in conjunétion

with himfelfalfo, (though they were much inferior to him) fo

“that we conclude thefe fubordinate Minifters of Chrift, Stew-

Miniftry by Divine Inftitution. st
As for Apolloand Cepbas, (Who are alforincluded in1 Cor. 4.7,
itappeareth not that they were Pauls companions at this tiwe,
and fo all things {aid concerning the-other that were with him,
cannot be fo applicable to them, yet that they are includ«d alfo
i " in the Minifterial Appellations, 15 not hard to be demonttra-

ed. :

Queft. 2, t 17 betber you are fuch [ Meflengers | orApoftles? this you muft anwer
before any one is bound to obey you ? ‘ i gonliha

{dnfw. The Apoftle Panl was conftrained to become fool, 2Cor-12.11+

and it is no marvel if fuch as are not worthy to loofe thelatchet

l- of his Shoes, be conftrained by the unfriendly dpaling of fome

| of their Brethren, to come into the fame predicament. And

therefore(leaving others to do as they fee caufe) [ herc expofe

ntempt (if (o it muft be) andIam tha ratber
‘my felf to your co pe ( ) Hagrd

ards of Gods Myfteries, Meflengers, or Apoftles, had this their -

-
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content to do this, for that Iam the laft, and therefore the
lealt of'all my Fathers children in this Nation (that I know off)
called to this fo much defpifed imployment, Thus Zam be-
come a Fool, But yehave compelled me.

Whether all Churches of Chrift ave bound to receive you a fuch, or Queft,3,
whether any Church is guilty of fin if theyrefufe to receive you, by being :
bound or gailty 7 mean, by virtue of fome Divine Inftitution anteceda-
nious to any compadl or agreement of their own, &,

That fuch Meffengers, as Yimati(.vz; Titus, Softhenus,and Apollo, Anfw. 1.
and confequently our felves, if fuch ought to be received by
the Churches generally as Minifters of Chrift, and Stewcrds of -
the Myfteries of God, 1 Cer.4.1. Let aman, viz. every Chriftian
man, fo account.of us, &c. Nor know I anyagreement of their-:
own neceffary, antecedanioufly, fave the knowledg of the fame
teuth in this particular.. But the Churchesignorant of the -
mind of God in this particular, are to be inftruéted in it, which .
being faithfully performe y the Churches which fhall then-
rejedt fuch fervants of Chriffy do fin, and are to be blamed as -
Diotrephes was,who wouldneither receive fuch Brethren himfelf; ..
nor fuffer them that would, 3. Ep. Fobu;» And it were wellifhe
had none in this age to follow his ill example: -

2. Yet in this anfwer thefe things are. to be confidered, 1.’ .

That they bring the Do&rine of Chirift, 2, Ep. Fobn verf. 10, 2.

And that they eitherare fuch whofe praife is foiin the Church . .

as not to-need, or elfe that they have Letters of Commendation . f

from the Church of Chrift, for fome do not need fuch Leggers, || wiz. The

2 Cor.3.1. Yetothers had fuch Letters to the fame Church, Aés Companion!

v of Paul as

18. 27. However for the greater fecurity of the Churches,fuch & 12 him
 Teftimonials are expedient for all,and neceffary in remote places. fif, '

3.. How far the Juftification of this Miniftry is Divine, and
fo obliging to the Churches, may ke confidered from what
hath been {aid before.- '
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