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Conftraining fome gricvings in her Sorrow,and
groam ngs for her Deliverance :

By & few of ber weak and unworthy C hildren.

%

g ly,and in all faichialnefs, prefented tothote Affemblies
;,, - H"(?Ebm}:f where Grace hath’ig[ them as Watchmen ; and
s
0%

Sle

unto any others, that in every place call upon the Name of
]n sus Cur1isT ourlord, both theirs and ours,

In\wayofESSAY, "

5 bl.w the Trumpet in Sions and found an Alarm in Gods hely Mounsain,
T o the awakening them that arc at eafe, and preffing-and en-
conraging all the upright in heart, to be in pain with
her, in chis day of her fore travel, and
great ExpeQation,

SAL. 1371, Ve Wept, when we remembred Siom.
" 154.63.6,7. 1 bave [et watchmen wponthy wallsy O Ferufalem, vwhich fhall
wever bold their peace day oy might : ye that make mcntion of the Lurdy
keep ot filence, and give bim noveft, ull be eflablifls, till be make Ferufa-
tem a praife inthe earth,
La.e.18,19. Their beert cryed umathe Lord, O wall of the daughter of
Sion : Le tears run down like a river night and day, givethy [elf no veft,

let not the apple of thine cycs ceaje; arife,0ry out in the night yin the begin=
78':”& of the waiches powr ouws 1hy heart Like water before the face of the Lovd,
Ce

Mic.4.10. Eein pain and labowr to bring forth, 0 danghter of Sions like a
woman in 1avcl.

'Iu 66,8, === (001 a5 Sion travelled, [be brugbt forth hey Cbzldrm

LONDON,
pnmed for Livewe! Chapman, at the Crowa in Popes
“head alley. 1656.
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T the feveral Congregations refp

- e

Plymouth, Bouhey-Tracy,
In :ﬁ%in daiey g L andoy )
: ‘Totnés,’ C Dartmosith,

. DearlyBeloved; “v1 34D SV SR EIH S8
X. X T E knaw, aid.ack mowledge ody [elues tﬂ?%
/- (geas we ome ouys own felves) to the Lord, and
" Y. qou, for the exceeding girate that we (though
wmoft unmworvhy) have foandin his [ight, counting us faith-
ful » and purting.vs it the Minftry of his Gofpel 5 and
for that our fervice amengst you haih beeny and s in any
meafure accepted., . Under the: fenfe of which engagement,
3t ds the leaft we can doy to bereasly torender an accompt-of
our felves from time ko time unta you 3 the which we the
wore chearfully now dndeytakes as being undev the perfwa-

fion of aCallof the Lords leadingv forth-therenntos andl

having good hopes, through graces that our labony [hall not

be vainin bim s in andthroggh whomwe apey -

e ,Yours > 'faith'ﬁ;lly labautmg { thdughmf much '

- weaknefs) foryour Spuls profpericy, as thofe
whofe joy and rejoycing, both here, andin
the day of Chrift,waits to be fulfilled therein.

Abraham Cheare, DS Fobz Pendaryess
g : ' gT/JO:”qu”E’,
# ‘M Robert Steede.

Henry Forly, .
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8 HE GREAT GOD OFIHE 4.

I BN E N A ND EBARTH, "Who
A R G RAVEN you'5 0 rE) P 3
@ Ous: SONS: AND DAY G H-

"TERS OF STO N ‘dn*the Palms
on 2o of his Haridsy! dachsalfo gtcatly cnd
deared you to.our: heatrs 5 informnuch'as e may{ay

B

with the A poftle; 75\ure s our bearts. (in the-Lordy
Jodive and dye with-you - yea, we trult-our inward afe

ionis moré: abundanely towaed yous ‘then ottt vis
{ible- expreffion: in the enfuing.lines ¥ 'whereof  g¢
prefen weﬁndc‘ﬁo'bqnév.’l‘c&hnén‘y wherewith to
prefent you, then thatwhichds here tendred to your
view : Your candid acceprance of fo:poor-a mite,
witha favourable conftrution, and a due improve.

mengof: this MWord:in feafo, ¢bthe: Glory'ot God

>

our Father,-and the icomforogtiyourhis dear Chil. -

dren, will be chat wherein our Defires and Ends will
bean{werdd; and our Souls ericotica ged ‘inthe Work
of God, and your Work, _with refolution in the
power of - 'God'tg'hold 6 tlicreln, PafSing by evil and
goodrepart, yea, ang gladly to fpend and be fpent for
Chrifts fake, and-for your fhkes, who are Chrifts,
But here we muft begin with judging our {elves,
and «overing our faces with deferved {hame » that
we who have ftood forgh {o long to minifter the

Word
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‘ , (s)
Word among the Saints, and to make mention of. the

Workof-God; and have yethad {o lictle featchings
of heatt in the matter that is now before us; have
known and felt {o little, not onely of the power, but
even of theformof this blefled Work, Fc? as citheg
to ftir up and engage ourownhearts, or to_provoke
the Churches of the Saintsunto their cencernments
of this pature + But have rather cafed and. pleafed
our {elves and others, in difcourfing of, and profecu-
ting {fome other things, though good in themfelves,
and in their places, yet fuch as whereinour private
intereft of Peace and Comfort is more fen{ibly wrape
up ,in the mean time falling fhoreof (atleaft notfo
felf]-.dcnyin'gly- reaching after) the advancement of
that Name, Intereft; and Glory of God, that {hould
be uponour hearts, tohave made manife in all the
earth, from the r1fing of the Suns and from the wef.

nefs of our own {pirits, with grief, and thame; fo

alfo, as that which 1s weighty on us, wedo obfetve,
That a felf-feckingand {elf-pleafing Spiric, hath ta-
ken greac hold of;-and advantage on many Profeflors

“in thefe dayes ; witnefs their Jittle naturally-caring

tor Sions ftate, moft fecking their own things, and {0
few fecking the things of Jefus Chrift, and of their
Brethren, for edification. = And Oh! that there were
not among yoWs cven among you, who are the
Churches of Chrift, caufe of complaint in this re-

{Apeé. Thefe things we mention, not to caft reproach

upon you, but with grieved hearts, God knoweth.
And now, that we might difcharge, and have the an-
fwerof a-good confcience, in following the Lord ful-
1y, we have taken the opportynity of this VWork, that

58 31
682 ¢ 5!
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"And. as-we cannot but be fenfible of the narrow-. -
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& 48,2.
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' taketh ber by the hand, o

S

we truft himfelf hath been %xing,on_‘our Spirits, after
{ecking to God, and waiting upon his Majefty,To be-
feech and provoke you, and every one of you, as you
haveany lfpéllow{hip with Chrift our Head, by faith,
or in and with his body,the Church of the firft-born,
by love,you would for his,and his Siozs {ake,tiear,and
Spirits whatwe fay : andthe Lord give you Undet-
ftanding in all things, « e

receive “our” exhorrations, confidering’ with wei_%hcy |
det-

‘g{ead, (Brethren) is Sioys, evenhers, whom mefi Have
alled an out-caft, faying, This is Sioz, whom ro man
feeketh after 5 and of whom that ancient Lamenta-
tion may ina great meafure be taken up, as verified
in this our day, There 1 7one toguide her among all the
Sons wham [be hath brought forth, néither i there anythat
§ all the Sons that [he hath brought
- IX 5 among all ber lovers [be hath none to comfort hers &c.
And her Profeffed friends,(many of them) have deal
treacheroufly with her, and ‘are become her ene-
micss g ik
Dear Souls ! our requeft on her behalf is, that you
would look upon Sion, that City of our Solemniries, of
whom glonous things are[pokens and layed up in Pro-
mife for her, even to the rendring her the Pesfegion
of Beauty, A eteynal Excellency, The joy of maiy Genera-
“toms.. Andoh ! that your hearts fhay be o {utabl
affe@ted with an holy {ympathy in her ftate, throug

- ¢ The Caufe then that wedefire with t_’ré'm‘glairig‘ to

that onie Spirit that is in Promife for all her childten, -

that you may truly fay,as Souls whom faith and love

have rranfportedineo her intereft, AU my Springs are

T . :
But left we be miftaken in your thoughts, white
' LWE
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( _ .
we {peak of herin that-%urative term and to the
end our apprehenfions may ‘be diftiné and cleaty in
our wreftlings togethet on kier behalf, we pray you
to confider what we intend and minde in the exprefi-
on [Sion.] . ' '

Firft, S I 0 N confidered i 'a more largc fenfe, Hebiz22,08

takes in the whole Eleétionof ‘God, Whofe names ar; Joh.x0.16.

2 Tim.2,19,
wyittenin Heaven,. that whole Boﬂy tor which Chrif Joh.17.20,21,

gave himfelf,and whereof Chrift is given to be Head; P

not onely thofe’who have believed, ‘but’ thofe al{o = Tim,2.50,

who fhall belicve; for whom, as Chrift hath prayed,
That they all may be one, as the Father is in him,and
he in the Father, that they may be one in them, that
the world may believe that the Father hath fent him ;
fo ought weto ftrive mighrily with God, and them,
travelling in birth for them, till Chrift be formed

‘in them all 5 enduring alfo all chings for their fakes,

that they allo may obtatn the SalUition which is in Chrift
Tefus with eternalglory. S

But fecondly, by sion,we hére intend more efpeci- E""“““" |
allyand particularly, Gods called and faithful peo- Gal.s.ss.
ple, Fewsand Gentilesy fellow-Citizens in Chrift, even &?fs’.y,a. ;

. > L3 Rev.18.20,2¢
a controverfic with Batylon, ftated in the Scriptures; Phal.zz.1.

taking in, as well thofeof that bleffed family, who }2”;‘;";'3' =

the whole Ifracl of God, asconfidered or concerned in

are now in heaven, for the avenging of whofe blood,
we ought without fainting to cry dai and nighe ,
as the peculiar people of God upon the face of the
whole carth; even ol that iz every place call upon the
name of the Lordout'of a pure heart : in whom the lory
of God is more highly concerned, then'in all things
elfe in theworld, net onely in his pleading thorowly
thieir caufe in all the controverfics*of Sios with her

Ad-



: ¢)) ' v
Adverfaries, but al{o in beautifying her with his glo=
rious Prefence , and reftoring her: to her pripirive
‘Glory, in refpe&t of a pure GOSPEL-F AITH,

#NION, and ORDER; wherein being found

as a blefled BRIDE, prepared for the' coming of
theglorious BRIDEG R 00 M, fhemay be coun-
ted worthy of. all that glory that (hall be brought un

toher, art the fecond aypearing of Jefus Chrifty NO .
DRAWING NIGH. :

This blefled People, this 570N, Gods glc;rious
Busldings and workmanfbip in Chrift, the true feed of A=
Lrabam, -and Hejyes of the Pronisfeyboth Jews and Gen-

ig,@,,‘.x;',x 5> tiles 3 however in the I{lue they fhall be a Nume, and

2
>

/

* of it in the world,
- bevery various, and feemin
“futable to fuch* intendmentcs,

- Micyanz,

Rev.13.10,
& 14,82

. Bloody Myflery of Iniguity, until it have anfwered arid
| e ainde i fulfilled

Prasfeto bim iz all the Earth: - And although this great
Work inand for them,be &ill before himgyet is 1t the
wifdom and good pleafure of the Father,inthe depths
of his Everlafting Counfcl, to let the manifeftation
“and his difpenfations about it,
gly to carnal eyes, un-

) through the many
deaths, diftreffes, and unlikelyhoods , with Whicly:n

he cloatheth it in their fight : .the which he turneth
neverthelefs to the exceeding advantage of his Name
all along, ot onely by exercifing thorowly the Pati-
ence, Obedience, and Faithtulnefs of his Children,

in owning the truth of his Teftimony, and bearing:

their Teftimony for him unto the death 5 but withal,
by .giving full occafion, and opportunity, for that
MISTERY OF GOD 1o be Finifhed, whohath

Teftified, and declared by the Spirit of Prophefic to

the Churches, and permitteth by an hand of Provi-
dence, the rifingsand raging of  That masn of Simy that
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ik ek AT Baa bl . et PN pede 0 e R e B )

o O =



60 e T iV e W ORROER S PU

QW ev Udo

-
)

: €38 =
fulfilled Whatfoe\ier-fisheid%'orch of ity in'all thevaric
ous Scripture-Prophefiesfigures;and reprefentations:
both of its Civil and Ecclefiaftical concernment. Ther
which, as it hathgotten to its heighth both ‘of Re-
nown and: Grueltie, by the eccafion of thatexceed=
ing great offence, wherewith the caufeof Chrifthathy
been. prefented .in- its appearanceto the VWorld, be-
iga Siambling-Stone to'the Children of this worlds’
Wifdom and Glory : So fhall its ruine arife from
that Jealouficof the Lord whercin he hath promifed
to plead the caufe of his own, and his peoples glory 5
finding in, and recompenfing on that gencration, on
whom the houre of- his wrath fhall fall; al that righte-
aus blood that hath been [bed, and all that unworthy and
treacherous: ufage that $7ON hath metwithall in
the days of her poverty anddiftrefs. : '

The day of SSIONS F#LL DELIVER-
A N C E,the deftruction of her enemies, & the {etting
upof CHRISTS GLORIO#S KINGDO M,

" is very much upon his heart, 7. 63. 4. asa fruit of

the fore Travel of his Souls Ifa. 53, 115 12, and recom-
pence of that unwortky ufage that himfelf, bis caufe 149
amd people have had upon thecarth 5 and for which,
firing at the right-hand of God, he is in continual
expectation, Heb.10.13.as that whick muft be given
himas afruitof his interceflion, Pfal. 2. 8,9.and to
which he is preparing his way, &y territle thingsin
Righteoufne(Sy Plal. 65.5, 8. Shaking both Heaven and
Earth, and making a Quick difpatch, ZLak. 18.7, 8.
ordering, and ruling ail things therein, and making
them 'fubject to this his great and glorious work.

And indeed, fo much the more is this Defign and | 2

Work declared to be;upon hishearty as the whole
T B ma-

.7.'
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7. _ management of it will'liezxpon his own fhoulders 5
- BlaLaad, e §e.mg very few among men, that will be found
to ﬁave regard toit, in the budding of it; notonely
‘through the blindoefs and enmity of thofe that are
aliens from him, but the very great fleep and flumber
thae will be found among them that pretend to him,
either through their want of faith, Luk, 18. 8.0
their fen{ual engagements in this prefent evil world,
Chap. 17. 265 ¢, So that notwithffanding that
Salvation he works for théem; and his pleading their
caufe, lays them under no {mall e‘x:ga%]emem to him ;

when his caufe comes to be pleaded, the com};))lain:- is
madeby the Prophet, If2.59.16. Andhe fiwthat there
was no Many and wondred that there was no interceffor.
Theyefore his arm brought Salvation unto him. The
which great defe®tion even of Saints themfelves,
from FOLLOWING THE L AMB, in this
« fpecial fervice, together with the fixation of the
work upon the heartof Ghrift notwithftanding this,
ferveth highly now more then ever, the day drawing

neerer, to commend; and greatly to encourage an
" excite the faithfulnefs of any , though the weakeft
and moft defpifed of the Lords holy ones, who are
in a right {pirit engag’d for,and together withChrift,
in their conflant waitings,and fervent expe@ations
of this manifcftation of his Glory : they hercby
witneffing that they havethe mind of Chrift ;and
having one mind,give their power and ftrength to the
2Cer2.36 Tamb , as CALLED, and CHOSEN, and

geﬁv;z.xlgs,t& FAITHF#L, (when others have one minde to

137.6. ive theirs to the Beaft) making praycrs alfo for
l!l&l:)t :izfz g g,m continually;and preferring him and his intereft be-

e N e e BN e e

fore their chief joy, through the {pirivof faithand -
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~not but commend it to you, with more then an ordi-
“nary importunity ; befeechin% you, and every oneof o

— - 3 T T T R T TR T TR T,

11 25 -
love; always reckoning dzemfelves as being in the
body, and members in particular, iAW
., Anafteof this worthy Spirit (Brethren, beloved in
the Lord) we humbly truft our God & giving us, who

- addrefs our felves to you; with fome fervent defires

that we may be made more to partake of it. And

. indeed, fuch is ourlove to your Souls, and delight

(through grace) in this work before us, thatwe can- = - 2

you, from the greateft to the leaft, notwithftanding
divers differences amongft you, touching the time,
way and manner of Gods effecting thofe great thin%‘,
that by the will;and in the way of the Lord, you be &
found reaching after the fame Spirit, and wreftling Q
much together and apart for it. AndOh! that it )
may be the pleafure of the Lord herein, that your » Cor.5i2l |
zeal may provoke many, and you may be found to - ‘
have ftood 1n this hour of Temptation, and this B A C K- Rev. 14!
SLIDING T1IME, faithful withthe Lamb on the ;
Mount Sion, having notonely His Fathers Namewrit- Pia,84. 5,6,25
ten on your Forebeads, bur his work graven npon your

hearts;and all thofe blefled Chara&ers difpofing you

thereunto, fhining in all your converfations ; which

will make you covet, thatthe Lord make his Work

appear to you as hisfervants, though he referve the

revelation of his glory unto your Children, For Pfa. go, x6:
what greater joy, or Crown of rejoycing, can we :
have at the appearing of our Lord,then thatwewith . . ;
you, and yee with us,be prefented faultle § beforehis . .
Throue 2 whereunto we alfo labour , and defire to kﬂrz‘w Jud. 24,
mightsly, according to bis working.  Inwhich worksand Cel. 1,18,

to which end, we pray you bear with us, while we

i B2 & follow
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follow this Exhortation ,a) litde further in a fow
words,

: Is not the exercife of fuch a PUBLIKE SPI-

R IT for the whole work of the Lord moft defirable 2 if
we confider farther, not onely its fweet likenef{s unto,
and fellowfhip with the heart of Chrig 5 butwith-
all, thatvery great Blefﬁng thathath been promifed,
and all ages they bave found to their particular fouls,
who have been given up to ntind moft naturally, and
follow moft fully, that defigne of God, that had its
grefent tendency in that very. age to promote S;oz: the

ord is not unrighteous to torget fuch work, and la-
bour of love, that is fhewed towards hisname, Hew
hath that word been made good to them that pray for
her Peace;They fhall PROS P E & that love thee 2 "And

{ce, we prayyou (dear Brethren) how God hath bid

his choice remnant to confider, and reckon from that
very day, wherein they fet their hearrs and hands a-
bout the Workof s;oz, from this day will 1), /5 you,
Hag. 2. 18,19, what choice Teftimonjes of the great
love of God to himfelf, did Dassel finde at{everal
times | (He is faid to be 4 muay, greatly beloved, or a
manof defires, Dag, . 23.¢ 10, 11, 19.) when he
was wreftling for the N4 ME and Workof God
fingly,not minding aword of his own intereft(thatwe
reade of ) farther then it was wrapt up in the Lords ?
befides the great fecrets that were opened to him, of

the decp defignesof God for agreatwhiletocome.

3 Cicas,s2 YVhat a defirable forefight had Dor sy given him by

29:97,

2Ssm7. beg, him an houfe, and cftablifhing his Kingdom, when

the Spirit, in all the patern of the houfe of the Lord,
and large turnithments thereunto; yeas what provi-
fion, to his aftonithment, did God make for building

in

| T —
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‘in the time of his reft he was taking care of that

houfeof Gods glory, becaufeof whichall the people 1 Chro. 6, 332
of the carth might know his name sovkh »

_ 'Whata conftant obfervation was Nehemiah ena-

bled to take of the hand of God forgoodupon him; ECh}; 19,8
Neh.2.8,18. and what boldnefs, and clearncfs of ac- & ser3re

cefs, and appeal to the Lord, was he {till furnifhed

-withall, whiles he was in the fear of God,(Chap. §.

9,15.) about the work of S70 2
Was not Ezra’s experience much of the eye and Ezras.s. &

R S R eSS o e T S P e

&98 &

. 2 . 7.6.
hand of the Lord accompanying him,in all that great 8188 22,310
work he did for the Lord his God 2 Beiys oot - 2
Moreover, it deferves our ferious obfervation, be- -
ing wristen for generations to comes how muchthe Lord pfa. xesi1g,

is delighted in the faithful fervent prayers of thofe 18
who have fought him, inbchalf of the Pegple calledby <

his name 5 inthat he hath carefully preferved the me-
morial of them, caufing. them to be exprefly record-
edinhisbook ; as appears in the firft of Nebemiah
and the ninth of Daxzel : all which, with many others
that might be named, are enfamples unto us, that we
by their patern might be ftirred up to ferve our gene- A, 1338,
7at10n, with faithful {pirits, &y the will of God.
To which alfo we might ad}clie,the remembrance of
the Curfc on them that hate Sioz 3 yea, the apparent Pla.x29.5¢
withering and blafting that hath been, and is on
them, thatin following their private interefts, neg-

Te& her, and defer her work, under this pretence, 7he

time g5 not yet comes the time that the Lovds houfe [bould be Mg T 2, s
bult 5 whileft in the mean time they prefer their re- A .
lations, poffeflions, and other worzily accommoda-

tions, before this dear intereft of Jefus Chrift: for faed

which, tHat Judgement ina fpiricual fenfe is come

»
| TERRRUEN

upon
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(1)
- upon fome, and may juftly be feared as coming o

s

Others, Hag, 1.10,11. The heavens over them are
ftayed from dew, &'c. Yea, and hath not God pu-
‘nifhed this negle& inmany, with fuch a decreafe of
their fpiritual moitture, as that word is made ood

in them, Pfal.137.6. Their tongues even cleave to -

the roofsof their mouthes ;5 whileft others, faichful

in improving their received meafure of a Spirit of -

Faith and Prayer, are abundantly encreafed therein.
Oh ! what dreadful Woes arc pronounced to them
that finde their pleafures in fucha feafon, Zut regard
#0t the work of the Lavd, nor confider the operation of his

C © %Y hands s thag ave at eafe 1n Sion, but aye not grieved for

b ¢
&‘;"‘ol.to h h ﬁl f h
. fiot o heart the perifthing of the righteous, and con-
1a.32.9,11, ¢ Gid pe 8 g 5 0

37 I34.

1f258.1.
- Jeelz,1,1 5

Ezr29,.8,9,

!Rk. I "49 =
Prevas.g,

the af flisons of Fefeph s Carelefs daughteys ; that lay

er not the taking awayof - the merciful men 3 with
whom the Lord will plead, as with them that {port
themfelves againft him : the defirc of fuch flothful
ones will kill them, Prov.21.2 5. and their profperity
deftroy them, Prov.1.32,

we cry aloud, and fpare rot; lift up our voice like
a Trumpet, when it is too too evident, thatin the day
of a-ittle cafe wherein fora little {pace grace hath

n given us from the Lord our God, even a little
reviving in our bondage, to fet up the houfe of our
God, and .to repair the defolations thereof, men are
ﬂeeping, lying down, loving to flumber in every cor-
mer, faying, Itis not nigh ; let us build houfes > &.
And is not Pride, and fulnefsof bread companions
to this abundant zdlezefs, through which the 4u:lding
decayeth 2 Oh that at length, for the Lords fake, we
might be provoked toée fervent in [pirit, fcrw;z% tl:le

. sl

And now, Brethren, is it not high time, that
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- Eord, and that knowing the time, that now it 15 high timé to Rém.s2.553

awake out of fleep: for now ours, and Sions Saluation, ts T35

wnecver then when webelieved,

- For the Quickning of our hearts to this work, and
the heighthningof our expefations therein, hath not
the Lord given us, among many other, this remark-
able figne of the times, even a mighty fpiric of faith
and prayer, through{ome choice difcoveries of grace
raifed up in his people » by the exercife of which, in
the management of SIONS CONTROVER-
SIE, %rcat and glorious wONDE RS have been
wrought in thefc Nations, by unlikely meanes, in
an{wer to the prayers of the Saints ; as hathbeen
openly confeft by the inftruments imployed, which
have caufed themfelves,and others,beholders,to ftand
amazed thereat : and although many who once feemed
to be pillars in this Caufe, have foon forgat thefe great
works, and have turned back fom folowing fully after
God in this way; yetthercisa REM N 4ANT, a
generation that remain upon their w4 7CH-
T OWER, with whom the hand of the Lord refts
wonderfully, upholding their faith and hope for Sio7,
notwithftanding all difcou ragements, in their uncefs
fant prayers for her. Hath Godfaid tohisatany
time, Seek ye me 1 vasz 2 Ha. 45. 19. hath not God by
evident an{wers of prayers in thefe dayes, fealedit in-

a good meafure to his pe ople,that the time to favour bers -

Jyea the fet-time is come ? for he hath regarded the pray-
erof the poor deftitute, and hath not defpifed their-
prayer : and is not this writsen for our fakes > fee P/a..

- 102,17,18. God who beautifieth his mercies tohis

pe;plc, by giving them in their due feafon, having in.

thefe latterdayes given forth this glorious bleffing of
: &

ol

.
it
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Cant.6.12,

16a.66.8,

Pla.gezra3,

g 14

Hof13,13.
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: Cosono.x § HOE

- “a Spirit of graceand fupplication {o abundantly, and = e
“ continuing the {ame; hath he ot fome grear work o g

‘be further carried on thereby » : S -

O ! that we could prefent unto ybﬁ, in alfiv‘ely‘ in
way: what our foulshave begun'to rafte of thofc firit &

toon Ly 4 WOL
ripe fruits, of that arifing and growing Spirit, ‘thar ing
grace hath ina meafure vifitedfome S2ints withally = o3
that have joyntly and feverally defired to be found thre

faithful for the Lord : they have'to our abundant 102 § ol
frefhing witneffed'that their labowr 45 ot in vain i the !%7 i
Lord 5 naysin keeping (uch Commandments there is great
rewayd : whillk they have felt (though’as yet it be but
a littie of ) Si0ss pangs upon their hearts, they hiave | ¢ean
been ftrongly carried up into the Spiritof thatday, « 4¢
and their fouls were made as the Chariots of Aminadab: | kno
which declareth clearly to-us, thatwere we bucput g pir
into perfeét travel inour § pirits; did we take Pleafure unfo
indeed 7 héy ftomes, and favour the dust thereof 5 1t 1ho p
would turn tous for a further Teftimony, thatthe | 410,
time of God’s arifing to fhew merey toSion 5 the - Affe
time to favour her, yea the fct timé were come, .  his 4
- Burt alas for us ! we kave not onely fought our eafe ' that
when pain fhould have been upon us, but as foolifh . 747
Children, have ffayed long 1n the place of the byeaking | Exce
forth of Children 5 and by the iniquities that we have the Si
contracted fince we were named Stozs Children, we . thing
have kept back good things from her : wha remain- | of
eth now, but that we lay her ftate fo much the more. Tabe
deeply to heart, as we have drawn gricf upon hers | bej
and added to her dcformity > being earneft in 21454
SPIRIT of faith and ‘prayer N76 g1 A-Nl?izmm
D AT inher behalf, as becometh Children nurfed at’;
her fide;furably affected; and acted wich andfor her &
8 -~ pod

Ver
befa

-
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;. mot.expeing our own deliverance, any other way Efb4. 1304

m,d: then in hers, knowingthat we without her cannot be Hebit.40.

10 made perfeét.

' And that we may hold on our way without faint- Luke 1.1,

?IK.  ing, 8 not bein our mournings as men without hope;

It © would it not prove of great advantage, to the raif-

1€ ing and keeping up our Faith, to be much exercifed

| and - delighted in the profpe& that is to be had,

nd | through the promifes, into her (ready to berevealed)

re= | olory » However, her vifage 15 now blacker then a cole 5 Lam.4.8.

the 3 ]%;e 2 10t known in the fEreets: treacherous dealers bave dealt :i;‘:fé;gf

€4 Very greacheroufly with her s a difappointment hath ™27

Ut | befaln many of her hopeful expecations, becaufe her

WC | tranfgreffions are many : reproach hath befallen her

1Y> - at the hands of Profeffors ; and the enemies that

4b:  know  not. the Lord, Blafpheme, The light and

Ut | Spirit of the Lord isbelyed and abufed by vain men,

¢ S unfound in the faith , difobedient. to, and defpifers of

IE the Precious Ord nances ok Jefus Chrift ; through which

he | alo, Lof¢ of Children hath hereand there betided her

Ne ' Affemblies, Yethath FEHOV A H {pokenit, -and

. his faithfulnefs is engaged in an Everlasting Covenant,

e that though the hath Beer forfaken and hated, that no

{0 mman weut through her, yet he will make her az eternal

75 Excellencys a Joy of many generationsythe City of the Loyd 5 1fa6o. 115, |

VC . the Sion of the H oly ome of Ifvael fball She be called s in no- Foch 2 aent

W thing more glorigus; then in the perpetual prefence

N of her KING, and GOD with her, who [ball Bzek.37.27;

XC Tabernacle with men 5 and dwell with them , the i

cts - being bis. people 5 and he himfelf [hall be with them, A

| &8and be their God, being in ftead of a Temple, Suny; and '

D ;g Moon s the glory of God and the Lamé alwayes light-

3¢ ning her; the .Lio,rd;bcm%hﬁr everlafting Light; and tngo,is. o
i o : N LENEREL b
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zechxat0,

Hofl 131,
Ifa.11.13.
Jer.3.18,
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I her God Yer glory, ‘“—How aiablein theday of

her deliverance, fhall 77 be, through the bringing to
her glory that ancient People, the Family of Aéra-

‘hamy Gods friend  when tkey fball {ee bim whom they

have pierced, and'mours for bim, and be faved by him
in that greatday of Fezreel, the Lord'uriting Epbraim
and Fudab, making them very great, holy, and a e/~
[fing vound abour? Eze.34.26.And what [ball the vecerving

of them bé, but Lfe fromthe déad 2 Rom. 11.15.and when

12,32,

Rev.23.20, "

tiwc ‘glory of toe Lord fhall be rifen upon her, then

- {hall tre Gentiles come unto her light, and Kings to

the brightnefs of het rifing ,7[2.60.1.3. Tea, from the
vifing of the Suny untothe going down of the [ame, [ball the
Name of the Loyd be great amang the Gentiles 5 all Nations
flowing unto the Mountain of the Lord, when it {hall be
advanced tothe topsof the Mountains; and exalted
above the hills: Xea, what glorious things are faid of

‘this City of God ? There fhall be births in Rabab,and
' Babylon, Philiftias Ethiopiasand Tyre; and yet when God -
{hall count up the people, he thall fay of Sion, This -

and ‘that man was born in hers and the bigheft him(elf [ball
“effatlifb her, P1.87.3455 . the zeal of the Lord 0fh%ﬂs all
do this.And Oh! thatall the Lords people were {o fully
prepared asa Bridey to meer their blefled Byidegroom 5
that we might all unfeignedly fay with orie accord,

“Evenfo, come Lard Fefus, come quickly.
“ Had we bur truly-Noble S pirits, how would thefe '

~ difcoveries of glory ravifh us, and our eye affect our

Jfa3318:

:t heart? fetting us with reftlefs {pirits, tobe looking for
2 Pet3.t2- * azd haftning unto,that day of the Lord ; this day of the

“mapifeft exalting FE'S'% s, as  KI'NG OF|

SAINTS,and KING OF N ATIONS?

" Nay,would it not fill our hearts with jealoufie for his |
e, 50 Name |

|
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Name , againft all that {tandeth up in the earth,

to oppole his Kingdom and ‘glory , beginning atRevis.3.4.

home in-our own {pirits ? the zeal of the’ Lords

houfe would eat us up,and the love ofit would crucifie piLés.o.

4s more unto, and wean us from thofc intercfts of
carth, and men, whereugen we lave beenapt tolean,
and whereunto we have been deeply and dafigeroul-
ly engaged : caufing us al{o to waitto be with Jefus,
which 1s beft of all; and in the mean time to pant,
and thirft unceffantly, for that holy Spivit of Promife 5
that alone.can prefent us with the ravifhing glory of
that expetted day, and raife up our {pirits to a
fweet and futable” difpofitions according o the will
of Godsto wait and aéaright toward it. .,
“Tear hearts let 'your faith be high, and your
wiltlings without wearinels 3 neither be'yeinany

meafiife difcouraged, nor difcouraging one atother : Numb.g.32.

in this marter the {trong cannot {ay tothe weak, I

have no needof thee s fhould not all our ifitcrctt in bea- 1 Corazaat,

ven 'Bé"improvcd'tb the uctcrmoft, in this day ot Fi-
colss trouble 2 O [lrengthen the weak handsy and confivme
the feeble kniees, 1{a.35.3. Proveke one another to this

love, -and thefe good works 5 fay to onc another, Let us Hebito.24:

goe [peedily Yo pray before t
of offs 5 I wil g0 alfo, Andye, O poor of the flock, that
waitupon the Lord, and know that this is the word of

the. Lord, be [irongs yca, be firong aud of goodcourage 5 Zechas.r.,

knowing, that in this Work of Gods Tabernacle,
he recetveth in good part your fincere, though weak,

breathings ; your Badgers-skizs and Goats-haivs 15 in Exod.35.21,
7o wife caft out, Te that are of  fearful heart, be (frong, *

fear not behold, your God will comewithUengeances even
Godwith a recompences be will come andfave you,1{2.35 .4
' e o What

be Lovd, and tofeek the Lord Zechig.a1s

3.
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What [ball one then anfwer the Meﬁhgm of the Nations 2

That the Lovd hath founded Sion, andthe poor of his peo-
ple F{;Mll betake themfelves to it, {a.14.32.

nd ye alfo, beloved and honoured Brethren,
who minifter the Word of Grace among the Saints,
How comely will your goingi be, as he-goats be-
fore the flocks, in this Work ; Have you not the
Prophets of old, who have fpoken in the Name of
the Lord, for an example ; whofe words accompa-
nied with'the fame Spirit of Faith, will they not fur-
nifh to this Work » In reading their writings, confi-
der their work in fuch a time as this, (Profeflors then
being in fuch a pofture of fecurity as now) was it
not to warn them (with a Woe unto them) whe
were at eafe in Szoz, Amos 6.1,3,4,¢5¢c. and fach as
regarded not the work of the Lord, nor the operation
of hishands » 7fa.5.12. Which duty had they neg-
leéted,would not God have required it at their hands

- Did they not call upon the peaple to z;ﬂeméle together,

to faft and pray, to mours and weep before the Lord, to
plead the caufc of his pegple, his heritage 2 Joel 2,15,
16,17. Thus did they, whofe example is [aid before
YOU, as wife Stewards, giving'to thofe of the houfhold a
portion, {utable to the prefent feafor.  Should we not
refemble them in this, crying out with the watchmen
#pon Mount Ephyaim, Jer.31.6, Arife yes and let us go
#pto 07y unto the Lord our God 3 withall, waiting dai-
ly on God for fuch a difcerning of the Times, as
might render us like the Children of IfJachar , who
knew what Ifyael ought to dy?2 1 Chron. 12, 32, If
this rude Effay, or {mall tinkling (as it may be¢
judged) may provoke you, who are more skilful, to
blow the Trumpet, and the Lord fpirit you thereumccly,

0
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do it, we pray you, as for his, and. his peoples. fake,
with all your might; not {paring to lay out your
more worthy Labours, for the carrying on of this
Work. Bear with us, yeta little, in.our humble im-
portunity : Is not the glorious Name of God, the peace
of Ferufulem, and its: profperity,, the.profperity of
your own Souls afo, and the people to whom you re-
late, who may be difcouraged by, your remifsnefs,
eminently concernedin this.matter 2 Yet once more,
we befeech you therefore, iz the bowels.of . Chrift, let not
any worldly intereft, prejudice, jealoufie, fear of ill
events, or.any carnal reafoning whatfoever, with-
hold your hearts or hands, from helping in fo good
andgloriousa Wotk. . . .. °

. VVhat {hall wefay more, dearly beloved » ifthere
be any confolation in Chyifty if any comfort of love, tf any
fellow|bip of the Spirits if any bowels and mercies, fulfil
yeour joys1n being of one accords and one minde, in this
weighty VVork commended unto yous wherein the
NAME AND. GLORY QE. GOD.. (which
ought to be dearer to us then our lives) is foeminent-
ly concerned. And withall, adde to your diligence,
in looking into the concernments of Chriff, and his
Saints 5 that having arrtved unto-a diftin& knowledge
of them, your hearts being duly affeted with them,
you may go on profperoufly, not onely to {pread be-

fore the Lord, both his,and his peoples Caufe, as the 1 Kiog.s, 553

matter fhall require; but alfo wazt for the veturn of
yayer 5 difcerning this in your felves, That they beft
{)mow how good God is to them that feek him, thar
after fecking, wait far him, Lam.3.25,26. Having
been thus bold with you for Si0z, we humbly crave
for our fclves, That we may be had in efpecial remem-
brance
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the exa:ltatxon of jefus Chnﬁ 2

~~,{):>7v3;,

s o

’Tho. Glﬂ_ﬂ'e, LA
‘Rp&ert Sieede.r 1

~lf' : ....u”

i

i,

s.
i

¥

A

i S DA N
SHI9tD




