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DECLARATION

AGAINST

— Anabaptiﬂ

~ To ftop the Profecution of their Errours,

falfly pretended to be a Vindication of the Royall '
Commifsion of Kine JEsus,
as they call ic.

Bricfly and fully anfwering all their Allegations, and clearly
proving the Anabaptifticall Do¢trine to be againft the glo-
1y of God,the honour of Chrift and his Church,againft the
Covenant of grace, and againft the word of God, and the

~ priviledges of the Church made over to them by promife 5

* And alfo againft the Solemne League and Covenant of the
three Kingdomes. : '

In Anfwer to a book, by Francis Cornwall prefentedtothe

houfe of Commons, on Friday laft, for which he is commitzed.

Ephefl. 4. 4,5. There ts one Body, one Spirit, even a5 ye are called in one -
hope of your, ((alling, One Lord, one F aith, one Baptifme. '

Rom. 16. 17,18, Now I befeech yos brethren, marke them which canfe
divifions, aud offences, contrary to the dofrine which yee have learned, and
«void them. For they that are [wch [erve nor our Lord Jefutsy bur their owe
belly, and by good words, and faire pecches, deceive the bearts of the fimple.

Imprimatur, Ja: Cranford.

London Printed for R.W. 1644.
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againft Anabaptifts; to-fop the profecuti-
tion of their errours, falfly pretended
to be a vindication of the Royall Com-
mifsionof Kina:Jrsus, o

" asthey ¢allic; X

Shall neither fpend much time, nor waft much Paper, in the an{wering
I of aCafe {o plaine: I.{hall pafle by the circumitances; 3nd on?l gather
‘what you, Mafter Francis Cornwall doth fay for your felfe, and anfwer
that breefly and fully. : ;
- L You Asgue thus: That which God hath joyned rogether no man
onght to feperate: Bmt Faith and Baptifme (or more properly dipping) God
bath joyned together : Therefore faith and Baptifme (or dipping, as the ori-
ginall rendersit ) noman onght to feperate. .~ :
The Major is true Sir, but that helps yon nothing,for I fhall prove your -
Minot, and your Argument tobebothfalfe, . - 4 .
1. That God hathnot in{e;_)_erably joyred Faith, and Baptifme toge-
therisvery evident, and there 1S proofe enoughforit, the Apofties were
fent to teach and Baptize all Nations, AZarth.28.19, but many have after
fallen away and perifhed in'unbehefc.. And on the contrary, many have
gone to heaven that were never baptized, for we are all the Children of
God by fuith in Chrift Fefws,- Gal.3.26. And though a man be baptized,
yet he that believeth not fhall-be damned, Mar, 16.16. All Chriftians are
not Saints, and.no doubt there are many Saints that were never made
Chriftians. A
A Az 2. So



" 3. Sothat now you fee this proves no Argument, and moreover were
this granged, thesy by thefameArgument nons oughe to he bapeized wntill
they Wereablefoleil ‘wiithewi tongaes,for thofe’
wereth e e e Thould follow hem:that elieve,

nid fay that the working of miracles are -

e, o

8-

' 1éns {pirits to i 3
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the dee 4% *

’!6 egory. Lotk s G £ i "" "-4 & g
brought in by him to prove the lawfulnefle of the baptizing of -I!nfants
now;as well s Firciicifing Infafits under the Juddicall Law, which you,
teprove and call the Doétrine of Antichrift. G i

But jeymexclyou @‘t&vﬁﬂ;ﬂo@}&@@m@viﬁﬁmrﬁ-m@;w’

in the very fame place ; na at children of belcevers are to be bapti-
zed. 1.BecadkEheybdo thé Covenant, asiivisy Ganx7.7- 1 will

d. and 30 hy feed, 2. Becaufe they are callcd holy.
?‘c‘,‘?ﬁ‘;’i mﬁf&ﬁé?&e;’: e%(‘d,éemed'ﬁﬁt%c blobd of Chrift,
who dicd for all thic childsenlof God, fbh 1 152 Andi toghem belong the
Kingdom of God, Afar.10.4-, ;‘\Edg Taflly icis proved by the practife
of the Apoftles, who baptized whole farmilies,with all perfons that there-
unto belonged, A4¢.16.33. and childrenare of the famuly, to this is added
B SeRiciony G Ve RaHEd e, Bl ehe Rorémentioned a8 -
giflne; Lib5. W?E‘P{»ffﬁ"? Hy pogriftit. Grégory Nidsianzen, Orani3.
,.y' Funh. Bivies’ "FiE conteffion” of “ Melvetia'y etk 14 pag. 397,
conteffion of Bokemia, pag. 39‘95?&[}(1' in the Englifyiconfeflion Article
9. pag. 49%. No norbabes arenst'to be reftr amed (trom Baptiline)becan/e
A S

- Now forthe Covenantin fefpedtof the feales of circumeifion; and of
_ Baprifine, youand the reft of yolr dpinions are miftaken in: the maine-
thing of all, for the Covénant which was made to Abrabum;of which the
circumcifing of the flefh was an ourward Seale s its 4n’ wm,ﬁmg Cove-'
nant. Gen.¥7.13. 4t ciréimeifioty bing’ takeiy away, beeanfo Chrify is
come Himfelf '( the grace of ' God being the inward feale;as Calvin faith)
and baptifime a perpetalk fiipply thereof 3. (brififboms, hom.39. in Gen, -

_ Butinregardof the Proteftation you' haveé taken, you fay youoppofe
the baptizing of intants;and your firft reafon is;becanfe there wis 4 precept:
from God to Q:ja,)he"pii‘q%iﬁen.;,cmfl%n;‘andhﬂéﬁample; Gening.4
Bt neither precept nor example in Scripture, for baptizing of Infants,

To anfwer this in the fi: & place, T willgive youa precept out of the

Seripture where all both young and old are to-bee baptized, and thatis -

-
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A8.2.38,30. Be baptized every one.of you ({ith Perer thete) and let it be
donciinthe name.of Jefns Chrsf, old and young all were to be baptized,
and if they did repent and were baprized;chen (faith he ) they fpakreceive
she gift of the hofy Ghoj?, and to encourage them (and in them us alfo) to
baptize infants; he tells them, the promsfeis snto yoms andto your.children; -
€2, and toithe children of thofe that are afar off , even as many s the Lord
our. God [hall callx- And for that which you {peakeof dipping, or {prink

 ling it much inatters not, fo there be.the external clement, which is warer,
A8s10. 47. And there islikewife an example, Aé#s 2. Inthe infancy of
the Church, there were added to the Church in oneday three thoufand
fouls, which reccived the outward Seale of Baptifme, ver.4t. and all that
believed were together, and had alf things cominon, veri44. Which wasaf-

‘ter that the Apoftiehad declared to them, that the promife was to them, -
and their children;ver.39. and therefore we muft needs thinke that the -

- children pertooke of the fame priviledges with them. -

 -Your {ccond rea{on;is becaw e that there wasus prefix d’a;«ﬁr’ci‘réé;ig:.
cifion, £o-Wit the éights Gen.17.12. butno day appéinted when it fhallbe
dipped (or fprinkled:) 1+ Do o rianiIA 2 W)

. To which Fanfwer ; That the place you mcnei‘dn,.'Gm. 17l p2eish -
command, that every fon of eight dayes old fhak be cirénmaifed, not that -
thecommand is abfolute for the cightday' : - For all the people thar Were
borne in the wilderne([e, by the Way as they cameforvh our of Egypt, them
they badnot circumcifed, wntillatterwards, Jofhys. 5. when neceffity-
urged Circumcifion maft be deferredas the eating of the Paflcover might
bee put. off, Numb. 9. 301~ - - 1 i besiged oW 7ads 3543

- But thirdly;you fay, That here wias 2 penalsy impofedon the' uncireum- -
cifed man~childe,/Gen, 17, 14. bt not on thofe that are nor boptizedy be-+
canfe Electiony andnar Bapti/me, faveth the infan;, Rom.g.11.52. 0 |

Towhich I-anfwer ;, That tor theeight day there fpoken of; itisnfed

onely in the Sep tuagint , it is net.in the Hebréw: and for the reft; the -
Words atey. Qui nancircamoderit, he which: thall not circumeile, &c.
Sorcades the Originall, the Calde Paraphraft, Fanine, &c. which fhew-
eth, that it moft be underftood of them that are aduls, of yeares of dif-
cretion, not of infants. And for the punifhiment, What is it ? Some take
itfor corporall death,. fome for the extraordinary fhortening of their
yes, fome forexcommunication 5 and laftly, others take it for the cut
ting off from the fociety of Gods people now;. and the fellowthip: of

the Saints hereafter; forcontemning Gods Ordinance of Circumcifion:

And thus the Fathers of the Hebrews, having exhorted them to faithand

a good confcience, and to be baptized, Heb.12.2 2.he told them, thatif be

shat defpifed Mofes Law, diedwithont mercy-== of how much forer prrifh-
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orthy of; who contemning the Ordinance

orothery bath troden under foor the Sow of

the (Covenant an'unboly thing, and hith done

defpight unto the Spirit of Graces 1would have you that contemne Bap-
rifine to cenfider this well: And as for infants, if they be not baptized,
(as formerly thofe that were not circumcifed ) it is the parents faule for
omitting it, not the infants, except the childe bé come to difcretion; as
may appeare in the example of Aofes; Whom theLord punifhed, and not
the childe, for the neglecting of the Sacrament, Exod.424.

. I Toproceed: Youarguethus: Thar Which is nop of faith is a fin
tothe ((hurchthat dothit, Butthe baptizing of the infanrs of belecvers
{as it 15 ufed) is ot of faith, Ergoafin. : : ;

Now the Claufe which you bring in (as it s now ufed) you mighe have
toldus what circumftances you meane : I doubt fog, but fomething wilk
appeare fuperftitiousinit, asthe Croflein Baptifine , which is now al=
moft left ; and fome other Ceremonies may beexcepted againft ; {o that I
dhaltonely prove the baprizing of beleeverschildren to be of faith, in an~
fwer to this Argument;as may appear by that in the 19.of the 48 . where
Panl tells the Difciples which he found at Ephefus, 7har fobn Baptized,
[A4ying to the peaple, that they foonld belecve on him that foonld come after
bims that is on Chrift Jefns, Afts19. 4. This Was'a command which he

ave to them ; and when they were baptized,’ they were very ighorant,
%or they had not learned to know whether there were an holy Ghoft ot
not, ver/. 2. thoughafterwards Paa/ laid his bands on them, to declare,
that they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jefus, and they recei-
ved the holy Ghoft, verf. 6. And the children of belceving parents. are
cleane by- being {o; and being of the holy' feed, 1 Cor. 7.14. have

-right to (Baptifme) the Ordinance of God thereby,e 4%, 16,55,

~ Bue to anfwer your Reafons, as you call them, which are very ufireafo-

nable oncs, Wherein I will be very briefe, : Haeksd v vl
1. Youfay, That Baptifine of infants of beleevers, puts them into;
fa e of grace, and remiffion of fins before calling, thr’l a’; you,:c::v::’:z;

{timony is again{t you, andproves that Baptiime hath go fuch preroga-

tive, for it is the Ele¢tion of Gods owne prrpofe and grace 5{for Gl w(:% i

began, that puts us into a ffate of Grace, which ismanifefted unto . and

conferred upon fome before Baptifine, 4228, 36,37. and upon others af-
ter Baptiliie, A2 19. 4. Baptifine being the onely outward feale of the

Church,and the Grace of Gods Spirit the fnward fia] asis before proved

2.. That it conftitutes them vifible mémbers of d’xe Cohivr ait)ion
true; and thofe places alledged, 1 Per.s.9, Rom.1.6,7. and 1 %?5,,.;,’;;
not keep out the unbeleeving husbands of beleeving wives, nor the babes

= - leeving

ment foall be thew be. t}méghtw
of God, whether Baptifme,
God, and counted the blood of
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leeving wives of beleeving Busbands, nor their children from the Sacra-
ments ; for if they did, thale children would be uncleane indeed;but now
are they holy; 1 Cer.7.14. : s

3. 4. Your third Reafon is an{wered in the firft, becanfe Baptifine is
buc the ontward feale ; and your fourth Reafon is very abfurd : for 1 for
my part doubt not, -but there will be care taken for the liberty of tender
confciences, (o far as Gods word will beare and affift; chat to be without
order, isagainft Pan/s rule ;.and where the powers ordained by God,
appoint orders according to Gods werd, Iam fure that Pay/ faith, to fe-.
6t fuch power, is to refilt the Ordinance of God,Roms.13.1,2.

- 5. Yournext Reafonis an{wered by what hath been faid already ;.
Namely, that the Covenant of grace is the inward feale of Gods Ele®,
Baptilme the outward feale of the vifible Church, whofe members are
not all elected, nar fhall all be faved; for many fall away , -and make a
mockof Chrift, Heb. 6.6, Bur thofe who have the inward feale, thatare
bapuzed into Chrift, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, they are.

¢s of heaven,according to the promife, Gal. 3.27,28,29. 5
6. 7. 8, For your next eafon, it doth not at all follow ; for none is fo
unwiie to think that grace is entailed to generation,but regeneration; nei-
ther doth it follow thar all that are baptized are faved, the contrary being -
already proved. And God is able as well to give to infants an habit of
faith, fo far as to make them capable of afcending to heaven if they diejas
wellas men and women :'Therefore Chrift tells us, that fo Juchbelong the
Kingdome of Godyt Mar.19.14. i fioh
. 9,10, Your former Reafons proving thus falfe ; you fee your difcovery
isnothing, but I have difcovered your folly in thefe pretences : 1 have dlfo
proved that ba tizin%of infants is not againft the Commiffion of Chrift, ;
and gpw members of the Church,as difcipled in Baptifme, 1 (hal (hew by
and by. e iy
L Zz. 13.14.Your next reafon is all one with the fixt,and your tweltrh
with the tenth, fo that I paffe to your thirteenth reafon, where you talfly &
draw thefe conclufions : esther firit, thatall baptized perfons are faved, or
‘Secondly,that fome being in the ftate of grace, may fsll away afterwards,
neither of which follow,becanfe baprifime doth not conferre grace,as s al..
ready proved, which is your fourteenth conclufion, . ‘ SR
15 That you fay baptizing of infants oppofeth the Kingly, and pro-,
pheticall office of Chrift in faith and order, and to prove thar, youalledge,
Marsh.16.15. to make good that you fay, that Chrift requireth that every
perfon that is baptized bea beleever : Tanfwer, it is true Chrift requires
it, and before God the unbelievers have no right tothofe Ordin'ancc33 nor
is it effe€tuall to them whilcft they axe fo, yet becaufe men cannot dxﬁn_t{l}; :
. : gui



,/""“yr ol B PR R : S

|

~guifh believersfrom unbelievers, therefore as Adatehew hath it, Mar. 28,
#ations, Ot asyou quoting the place, rénder. difcople the 'nitizn’y. of ik
diftiples 5 and how muft that be dond'? baptizing them f'the natne of th
Father,and of the Son, and of the holy Gholt : “well, and when they are

- made, what muft be done then? teach them,&c. here is no oppoﬁtiptigg e

thisorderyoufee, - " ° e e /i 4
ILI, In the next place you Argue thus': ‘That copfequence which i sp-
held by the traditions of men, 7s dzfirutive ta the Narionall Covinant of

England,and Scotland, raifed by ar Ordinancs of Parliament. Bur bapti= |

-zing of Infants 15 [o heldy. Ergo diftrultive to the Nationall Cavéngnr.. "

Asyou have abufed the Scripture to yorr one interpregdtion Contraty to'

¥9. Jsius fenc his Apoftles, and bade them, go ye.(faith he) and reach _uﬁ

~alljudicious men; o doyon go abeur to dbufe the Covensirof the thice g4 §

Kingdoms: firft, the Covenant bindes tojoyne with the Scotsin ehebap= |

tizing of infants, which you would not have done; 2. It bindes tojoyne iy
reforming what is amiff in the inanner of baptizing, o would rake che
Ordinance quite away: 3. It bindes to extirpare '_Sc_hi’ﬁi;;fic{ ‘ dwﬂxatfat'ﬁf
is contrary to found do&rin¢, whichyou would Briogin! 4. Y ou'4re b‘dumf
to preferve the liberties of the Kingdom; you” would Have the holy feedt
caft out and loofe thof priviledges, which Chrift hath pirchafed for them.
5. Yonare bound tc dilcover fuch as are'ill inftruments, by hindring the
rcfornation of Religion,or making faction;ind to britig thet'cs pabilique
tryall toreceive condigne punifhinent, and” you'yotir, telf ‘are flich 3'one s
6. You are bound in yotr calling tolibour for the peace of the Kifigdom,
and you go about to diftutb ir,and give occalion to hopéft men, thacdetir
fome Libercy of confcience in lawtull things torbe' worfe' thought on for
you,and [o whereas you thauld B ahelp 1o’ chetri, ‘yowate” an hure Fud a.
feandall: and cherefore! examine Your (e well, and ry” yout felf by thé"
Scripture,and by the Coyenant, and Con it over, and over 4gain, till you
knowwhat it is to make fucha Covenant in the prefenceof Emghty sod”
the fearcher of all hearts,protefting thatyou did it with a true intefition”
‘to performe the fame as yot fhal dnfwer ar that great daf, when'the {ecrets
®of all hearts fhall bee difcloied ; of how dangerons 2 thing it is td
make a feame, and arent in the Church of Chrif , when the workeisz

dding by fuch wife mafter builders,and pray to Godagain,and again,moft :
bl befcchingthe Lord o frcngihonss by N Roly fpirit todoall’
- thingsto his gloric, and 1o blefle their defirés, and procecdings withl fuch”

fuccefle as may be deliverance and fafety to'his pedple,and inconraper

to other Chriftian Churches, groaning under, oF in%ax’iger of (t)il:emgoﬂi?gf"
Autichriftian Tyranny,to joyne in‘the fame, or like Aflociation and-Covel™
man;to the glory of God,tht inlitgerent of the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift
and the peace and tranquility of Chriftian® R At e A
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