FAIT Hg

2 Df the feveral Congregations or Chuir
84 ches of Chriftin LON DOS’ » which are commonly
hough unjuftly) called AN aAgpaPTISTS,
,;:,i(tm“%thlpd%LlsHED, Sy
% Bor the Vindication of the Truth. and information of
E | theignorants likewife forthe taking off of thofe af-

perfions whichare frequently, both in Pulpit,
24 and Pring unjuftly caft upon them, :

T o whichis added, :
‘SHEART BLEEDINGS FOR
2 Profeffors abhominations,

- A fichfull generall Epiftle ( from the fame Churches )
TR prefented to all who have knowne the way of truth,
| der the Profeflion of the (ame , difcovering fome of

] Sathans wiles , whereby alfo, wanron perfans and
| ; their Ungodly wayes are dilcliimed.

? forewarning them to Hee fecurity and careleffe walking un-

3
d

Byt shis I confeffe unto thee, that after the way "{-‘-‘)’ call herefie 5 [o wor(bip I the God of my
" Fashers, believing all things that are veritten in'the Law and ths Prophets s and have bope
" tawards God, which they them(elves alfo allow, that there fhall be a refurrection of the dead, E
. “both of the juft and unjuft, Alts 24. 14, 15. i

g;r we cannot but fpeake the things which we bave feene and heard, A&s 4. 20.

4
| § Tte fourth Impreffion corre&ed.

5

-
!,Ondon’,_-l’rimed by M. S. and are tv be [old by F. Tyton at the three daggers
 inFleetftreet, and L. Chapman at the Cromne in Popes-head Alley. 1652,
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‘Courteous Reader,

22 S oi€ Here is nothing wherein Saints

% [bouldbe more conwerfant then
in promoting the bonour of the
Lord and his Cbr;'/! s firiving
and ftudying fowalk before him
agreeable to the truth recorded in
bis Word,the confidcration of which,is a frong in-

ducement unto us to e;zgage ( to the utwaﬁ of onr

- abilities ) in this worke, that when other nten con-
- tent themfelves by living below the rule, wee may
frrivetowalke clofe theveunto ( fuitable ro the pat-

terne left s byGod‘iiz bis Word ) and when many
acconnt it their glory to turne their backs npon what
they profe(Jed to have received from Chriftywe may

ftrive tg hononr God , by a ﬁgdﬁzﬁ continiance i

what we bawve receiverd, and ira diligent [peaking
the things which wee bave [eene and beard fronz
him, the weight of mbich at ferft pretvgzilégl;upgn us
to declare winto the world this our Confelion of
A 2 : faith,
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‘10 the Keader.

faith, and faithfull Epiftle, which wee have againe

veprinted, andmade publique for the reafons fol-
lowing. : :
- Firft, The invitations and earneft folicitations
of feverall of our Brethren,from all parts of the Na.
tionswhofe bearts long to behold in:publique ) onr
frabilitic and perfeverance in the way and truth of
our God,that by it they may have wherewith,to put
to filence thofe who hawe lately taken liberty to re-
proach and wnderwalie the truth profeffed by us.
Secondly, That the world may bebold that throngh
grace,(by which alone we ftand Ywe are preferved

from back fliding or revolting from the way and

truth, wee for fome yeares hawve followed God in,
In which ( throngh faith and obedience ) wee truft
t0 be continued, unto the comming of onr Lord and
Savionr fefm Cbriﬁ'. 4 _
Thirdly, That wee might prewvent Sathan and
his accomplices in the;r enterprifes , who hawe of
late abounded more then or,dz'harry > with ﬁrata gem'f»
and inventions to circumpent poore Saints.in their

[tabilitie and lowe unto the truth s among§t which

this was no fmall one ( in fewerall remote parts )
that wee had caft- offall our former profeffion and
praltife, o that none remained together s worfbip-
ping God in his way,owning themfelwes the Chur-
ches of Chrift, but were growne up 10 a further at-

tarie-



To the Reader.

tainement and light (as they [ay.) to liwe more ini-
mediatly with God and Chrift , then in fuch low,
meane , and contemptible a way as Ordinances,

thinking thereby to ftumble and difbearten many

~ whofe bearts were approved to God.

Fourthly, That we might take off prejudice from
the bearts of thofe (" many of which we bave com-
fortable hopes Jwho are or may be prejndiced againft
ws, from thefe many inveltives, and bitter unjust
reproaches, wee are or may. be (for wor/bipping our
God according to our confcience and the rule of
iruth ) expofed unto, and they ( if it be the good
pleafure of our God ) come to wnderftand onr pra-
Cife, and (ubjeCt themfelves to the Lord in bis

commands.

Laftly, The rementbrance of what good this our

undertaking bath formerly done in the Conntries,

where :t bath been (pread ( of which we /Ja‘zje‘bad‘—‘
particular notice from [ everall Ywhofe bearts bave:

been refrefbed therewith )is no finall indncement to
us to bring this forth againe in prips.” =

Conrteous friend, 'we defire thee fobérly to weigh -

and confider what wee bave profeffed before men,
and Angels, ont of the fimplicitie of onr'bearts,and

let not prejudice prewent thy profitting, but make it

tby great care and ﬂudy to give np thy ;mderﬁéwd-
ing to lowe and veceive the truth, as it is in Jefus,
('elz'gl;ting

STty



To the Reader.

delighting thy [elfe in that Government 5 whel s
by ’%is orfne iafni{'eﬁdﬁli/bel{ in his houﬁ’; be not
J’ijbeartned althongh thon /kou[deﬂ beare of the
mif carriage of[qma k’?mf’i’?g tb{l? ii? many tbi;‘zgr
wee fin all, and coine Jbort of the grace of our God,
nor if thow [bouldeft be advertifed of the falling
away of any one , doe but confider wee liwein the
laft ages of the world, Wherein many (hall deParc.
trom the truch, (" nezther is it a new tbz‘ng for uen
to relingui (b their profeﬂ?an.) : ' :

But [trive thou to follow God fully, and to frand
faft in the fimplicity of the sruth  and God onr F a-
ther, and.our Lord Fefus Chrift be with thec , and
be thy gnide and C()unjk‘ﬂour,' ; AR

Signed 1n the name, and by the appointment
of the aforefaid feverall Churches, nieeting in
LONDON. B LI035 2

William Kiffen,  Edward Harifon,
John Spilsbery, - Richard Graves; -+
Jofeph Sanfon, . Edward Robetts,
Hugh Gofnell, = Thomas Waters,
Thomas Pault, HenryFarty, '
Jofeph Patthall,  Thomas Young,
William Confet, . John Wacfon, -

TR ... A Confefsion
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CONFESSION OF FA
of the feverall Congregations or

- Churches of Chrift in London , which are

_ commonly ( though unjuftly ) called
ENEPPeTS T
e ‘
He Lord our Gaod is but 2 one God ; whofe
b fubtiftence is in himf{elfe ; whofe effence
cannot  bé comprehended by any but him-
i.felfe , who onely hath immortalitie, ¢ dwe]-
5 Jing in thelight,: which no man can approach
§ unto, who is in himfelfe moft d holy , every
way e infinite, in f greatneffe, & wifdome,.
b power, love,  merciful and graéious, long (uffering and abun-
dant i gondpefe and truth, who giveth & b:ing, movieg and
prefecvation toallicreacures. e Ly

feed Lipd

In this divine and infinite being , there is the 2 Father, the
b Word, and the ¢ holy Spiric , each having the whole divine
deflence ;. yet: the effence undivided 5 all infinite without any
beginning, therefore but ¢ one God, who isnot to ‘be divided in
nature, and being , but diftinguifhed by feverall peculiar rela-
-tive properties. ;
B ‘ Ir
.. God hath 2 decreed inhimf{elfe, before the world was,concer-
ning allabings, b to worke, difpofe; and bringchem aboae (ac-
cording to the counfe] of hislown will "y to his glory : yet wich-
out being the fjuthor of finne , “or having fcl owitip with any

therein ) 26,

ITH

2. Cor. 8. 6.
Ia. 44. 6.
Chap. 46. 9.
b Exod.3. 14
¢ 1Tim.6.16,
dIfa- 43- !f.
¢ Pfal. 147. <.
f Dent. 32. 3.
& Job 36. 5.
W Jer 10. 5%

"iEx0d.34.6,7

¥A&s17.28.
Rom. 11, 36.

21 Cor. 1, 3,
b Joh! 1< 1.

¢ Chap.14.26
4 FExod. 3.14.-
£ 1 Cor. 8. 6.

2TMa. 46. 10¥
Ephef 1, 11,
Rom, 3 5 8
PR £15.3,.
& -¥3 516,

Pl 33. 13.
I Sam. 10, oy



12
| Pov. 21, 6.
_oExod. 21,13,

- POl 144
B as. 7.
j‘er. 14.22.

. Mat6. 28.30.
Col. 1. 16,17,

Ng.23.19,20.
Rom. 3. 4.
Jer. 10. 10.

Eol I 455,

Jud. 4. 6.

- Prov. 10, 4.
" 2Gen. 1, I.
Col. 1, 16.
: Ma. g45. 12,

b 1Cor, 13.

) 45, 46.
/" < Eccle. 7.25.

4Gen.3.1. 4,5
2 Cor. 11, 3,
¢ tTim.2.14.
f Gal: 3. 22.
eRom. 5. 12,
gt 2
Chap. 6. 22,
Ephef 2. 3.
3 Job 38. 1r.
81(a.46.10,11
Ecclef: 3. 14,
“¢Mi.10.49,30
Exod.zr, 13.
Prov.16, 33.
“4Rom, 8, 28.
2 Jer. 31. 2.
b Eph.t. 3.7,
Chap. 2.8, 9.
2 Thef. 5. 9.

o ©A&s13.38.
1Cor, §. 21
ler.9..23,24
41Cor.1.30,3t
Jer.23. 6.

4 John 17. 3.
Heb- 5. 9.

b ¢ Thef, 1.8,

Toh. 6. 36.

A Confeffion of Faith,

therein ). in. which ‘appeares his wifdome in difpofing all

=things, unchangeablencfle,” power, ‘and faichfalnefle in accom-
~P.ay. 16 33.5: '

“ plifhing his decree : and God hath before t)h;.foundation of the

“World, foreordained fome men to eternall life, through Jefus
Chrift, to the praife and glory of his grace ; leaving the reft to
at in their finne, to their ju&'tgnd_gmnauon ;and to [hg praife
of hisjaftiee.> Y 73 T4 () /

: 18% :

. In the 2 beginning God made 4ll things very good; created
man after his owne b image, filled with all meet perfe&ion of
natuce, and frec from all fione 3:bur:< long he abode, notin this
honotr, Satan ufing the [ubtilty of the d Serpent, to feduce firfk
Eve, then by her (educing Adam3 who withoat any compulfion,
in cating che forbidden fraic,e tranigrefled the command of God,
and fell, whereby f deach came uponall his pofterity, who now
are conceived ia fin , and by nature the Children of wrath, the
fervants of fin, che fubje&s of ¢ death, and other miferies in this
world, and for ever,unleffe the Lord Jefus Chrift (et them free.

Y%

God in his infinite
things to the end for
thing befals any by ¢
whatfoever befals ¢h
ry and their d good,

* power and wi(dome, doth b difpofe all
which they were created , thatneicher an
hance,or without his cprovidénce;and that
¢Ele, is by his appointment , for his glo-

Vi Hs S,

All the Ele& bzing 2 loved of God, with an everlafting Tove,
are b redeemed,quickned and (aved, not by themfelves jaor théir
owne workes, leatt any man (hpgld boaft, but onely and wholly
by God-of his free ¢ grace and mercy through Jefus Chrift ; who
ismade unto usby God, ¢ wildome, righteoufnefle, fan&ificati-
on, and redemption, and allin all, that he that rejoyceth might
rejoyce in the Lord. L hoe, o 0 30d 31chad AL

: VI

And 2 this is life eternall, that we mi
trus God, and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent., And on b the con-
trary,the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire to them that
know not God, and obey not tl\l;IGo[l'pel of Jefus Chrift. '

I =

ghtknow him the onely

The rule of chis knowledge, faich and obedience, ¢oncetning

the

5
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- times, in all places to be obferved.
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4 the worfhip of God, in which is contained the (avhole duty of man,
_ is ( not 2 mens lawes or traditions, but ) onely the word of God

contained in the holy b Scriptures, in which is. plainly “recorded
whatfoever is needfull for us to know, believe, and praltife , which
are the onely ruleof holinefle and obedience for all Saints, at al]

» 1X. % :

The Lord Jefus Chrift, (of whom @ Mofes and the Prophets wrote,
the Apoftles preached ) he is the > Son of God, the brightneffe of his
glorie, &c, by whom he made the world, who upholdeth and go-
verneth all things that he hath made ; who alfo when the < fulneff
of time wascome, was made of a woman, of the Tribe of Fudab,
of the feed of Abrabam and David; to wic, of the Virgin Mayy, the

- holy Spirit comming downe upon her, the power of the moft High

over-thadowing her, and he was alfo tempted as wee are, yet with-
out {inne,

- with Gen. 49. 9, To. Rom. I. 3. and 9: 10, Mat. 1. 16, withLuke 3.23.26, Heb.

3,455, Heb. 4. 15, :

s Jefus Chriftis made the Mediator of thenew and everlafting Co-
venant of grace between God and man ever to be b perfeltly & fully
the Prophet, Prieft, and King of the Church of God for evermore,

-~ ey vty X I : .

Unto this Office he was appointed by 2 God from’%verlaﬁing,dnd
in refpet of his man-hood, from the womb called, feparated , and
b anointed moft fully and abundantly with all gifts neceffary, God
having without meafure/powr%di til}t his Spirit u pon him,

Concerning his Mediacorfhip, the Scripture holds forth Chrifis
call to his Office : For 2 none takes this honoyr upon him, but he
that is called of God , as was daron, it being an afion of God,

. whereby a fpeciall promife being made, he ordains his Sonne to
| this Office, which promiie is, that Chrift fhounid! e made a Sicri

ficz for (inne, that ke (bould fee his b (fed, aqd»p:ohng his daYes,

~ and the pleafure of the Lord fhall profperin his hand - ¢ all of meere
. freeand abfolute grace cowards Gods Ele&, and without any con-

- dition forefeene in them to procure ir,

i X 111. P
This Office to be Mediator, that is, to be Prophet, Drieft,
: B and

2

*Col2i23
Mat. 18, 9.6 §

b Joh 3. 39.
2. Tim, 3. 15y
16517,

Ha 8720
Gal- 1.8, 9.

fAls3.22,230

2 Genl g

Chap. 22, 18,

& 4g. 1O,
Dan.7.13. &

9L24525, 26,
bProv. 8. 23, -
Yokt iagss

Heb. 1! 8.

¢ Gal. 4. 4.

d Heb. 7.:14.
Revel. 5. 5.

2.16.a 52,

Heb. 9. Ig,
John14.6.
b [z 9. 6,7.

aProv. 8. 23.
1a.42.6. &
49.15, bI(a.
LIty 4 5
&I, 1,2,

with Luke 4.,
17. 22. John

1.14.16,and

g 34 :
. Hfb.f.l;,f ,6

b1 §3.00,1T
¢ John'3; 16,

Rom. 8. 32,

I Tim. 2. 5%
Heb. 7. 24,

ar Timz.5° . \

—»M
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L_ 38,15, Hebiti 1.

© ©Phl, 2. 6, need his Prieftly office to reconcile us : and in ref]

§ L1 VYR EUR vy rann, 3

and King of the Church of God, is fo proper to Chrift, that nei-

Din 7- 14 ther inwhole or any part thereof » it cannot be transferred from
AQs4-1%  him (o any other...
X1V. 4

Luke I..33. ]

¥ohn 14. 6. E 2 g eg &

“oneut.48. 53 T_hls Office tO'.Wthhh.Chl'lﬁ geiallc(;i, lsd d:“:gg
with A&s3.. P Prieft,and c King: this number and orde 0

22. 23, for in refpe& of our 4 ignorance, wee ftand in need
> l?i" 31‘51. % call office. And in tefpe& of our great e alienatio
40 14, .

s a8 2 a Prophet,
ces is neceffary 3
of his propheti-
n from God , we

» pect of our averf-
42 Cor.s.20, nefleand utter inabilicie to returne to God, wee need his Kingly

A&s26.18. Officeto f convinge, ¢ fubdue, k draw, i uphold,and k preferve us to

eCol. 1.21.. ki heavenly Kingdome,
f John16. 8. , et

& Pl 110, 3. B Cant. 1.3, Joh. 6, 44. 1 Phil. 4.13.% 2 Tim. 4.18.

»Joh.1.18.8 XV.

et 8. Concerning the Prophefie of Chrift
S¢&17. 8.

Dear. 18,15+ * Fevealed the will of Ged, whatfoeve
® Mar. 23.10, to kdow and b obey ; and therefore h
JHeb.3.°t.  and Door, and the « Apoftle of our

r is needfull for his Servants
eiscallednot onely a Prophec

profeflion, and the d Angel of
SMak 3. 1 the Covenant, butalfo the very ewif{dome of God, in whom are
c;lci"' ; 24 hid all the treafisres of wifdome and knowledge, who for ever con-
; tinueth revealing the fame truth of the Gofpel to his people.
oh, 1, 18, 08 : :
2\&5 3-22.  Thathe might bea Prophet every way compleat, it was neceffa-
withi Deut. 8. 1o be fhould beGod, and alfo that h

e e‘thould be man : for unleffe he

S LT o dbech God, he could never have perfelly underftood the wiil
EPQBJc%S ; of God; and unleffe he had been man, he could not fuitably have

it is God ..y R 3
i wondénhlls uniclded it in his owne perfon to men, | .
clearly exprefied in'the Seriprares : he is called, The mighty God, Hfa. 9. 6. That word was God,
obn 1. 1, .Chn& wiio:is God over all, Rom. 9. 5. God manifefted” i the flefth, 1 Tim. 3. 16.
The fa}me 18 very God , 1 Joha 5. 20, He s the firft, Revel, 1. 8. He gives being to all things,
and withonr him was nothing made, Jobnt, 2,
braham, Jobn3.58. He Was, and 1s, and ever wil] be the fame , Heb. 13. 8. He is alwayes with
his to the end cf the workd, Mar. 28. 20. which conld not be faid of Jefus Chrift, if he were not
God: And rothe Son ke faith, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever, Heb. 1.8, Jom1. 18,
A 200 28, y

Alfo, Chrift isnor oncly perfeﬁfy God, but perfedt Man, made of 2 woman, Gal. 4:4. made of

theleed of David, Rom-1, 3. Comming out of the loyns of David, 4, . 30. of Jeffe and Ju-
daby Als 13- 23 Tathat the Children were partakers of flefh and bloud , he himfelfe likewife
tocke pare with them, Heb. 2. I4. HetooKe noton him the natdre of Angells, but the feed of
Abraham, Vesl. 16. So that we are bone of bis bone, and flefh of his flefh, Ephef. 5. 30. So that
he that ln@ifveth, and they that are fnQified

~.

LG ALE

> it isthat whereby He hath

He forgiveth fins , Matsh. o, 6. He is before A+

> are all one, Heb, 2,11, See Aéks 3022, Dent. -
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A Confeffion of Faith.

XVIL
Concerning his 2 Pricfthood, Chrift having fanltified himfelf:,
hath appeared once to put away f{inne, by that ont offering of
¢, himfeltea facrifice for finne, by which he hath fully finithed and
; fuffered all things God required for the falvation of his Elec,
r{l: and removed all Rites and Shadows, &c. And is now ¢ntred with-
" inthe vaile, into the Holy of Holies, which is the prefence of God.
o Alfo, he makes his peoplea fpiritual houfe, an holy Prieft-hood, to
o offer up fpiritual Sacrifice acceptable to God through him. Neither
glf doth the Father accept,or Chrift offer to the Father any other wor-
A thip or worfhippers.

neis
-om

- XVIIL :

This Pricfthocd was not legall or temporary, but according to
the Order of @ Melchifedec, and is ftable and perfe&,not for a b time,
but for ever, which is {uitable to Jefus Chrift, a2 ¢o him thacever
liveth : Chrift was che Prieft, Sacrifice, and Altar : he was a Pricft,
according to both natures ; he was a facrifice according to his hu-
manenature ; wheace in ¢ Scripture it is attribated to hisbody,
to his 4 bloud: yet the effe&ualnefe of this Sacrifice did depend up-
on his divine nature, therefore it is called thebloud of God. He
was the Altar according to his ¢ divine nature, it belon gingto the
f Altar to fan&ifie that which is offered upon it, and fo ic ought to

ath
et
het
| of
ar&j
on

S

-
i
A

fa- be of greater dignity then the facrifice it felfe.
e ' ; X1X.
il Concerning his Kingly Office, 2 Chrift being rifen from the dead,

and afcended into heaven, and having all power in heaven and
earth, he doth fpiritually governe his Church, and doch exercife
 his power over all Angels and men, good and bad, to the preferva-
ods " tion and falvation of the Ele&, and to the over- ruling and defira-

,g; - &ion of his enemics. By this Kingly power, heapplyeth the bene-

ave

4<  fits, vertue, and fruics of his Prophefic and Prieft-ood ro his Ele&,
it fubduing their finnes, preferving and firengthening them in all
1% their conflits againft Satan,the World, and the Flefh, keeping their
8. hearts in faith and filiall feare by his Spiric : by this his mightie
of . power he ruleth the veflels of wrath, ufing, limiting and rcft. zin-
Ju-  ingthem as it feemes good to his infinite wifdome.

ifcf XX,

Ol

This his Kingly power fhall be more fully manifefted when he fhal

. comein glory to reign among his Saints,when he(bal put down ail

rule and authority under his {ect, that the glory of the Father may
R A > L8

11C
4re

1' 1

-5

: Johintz, jo.
Heb. 3.7, 8,
o&t0,. 12,
R.om. s. ¥g.
Ephef. . 2.
Coliof. . 20,
Ephef. 2. 14,
Iy, 16. Rom.
8.34.
Heb.'5.24.8
8.T.1Pes. 25,
Joh.g:23524.

“Heb.7.17.
bHeb. 7. 16,
18,19,20,21,
24, 23,

€ Hcb.y. 6.
dHeb.10.10.£
Per.1. 18,10,
Col.1.20,22,
¢ Heb. 9. 13.
A&s 20, 28,
fHeb.g.14.8
I3.1qg,12.13,
Mat. 23. 19,

John1g. 1g,

21Cor.¥5.4 1
Per.3. 21, 22.
Mat.28.18 19
20.Lu.24.51.
A&s I.I.& ¥
30,37 Joh.19
36.Rom.14.9
loh.s. 26,27,
Rom.s . 6,7,8.
&I14.17: Gal.’
5.22,23.Mar.
1.27.He 114
Johir6.15.
Iob, 1.8 Rox1;
21.17.13,
Eph.4.17,18.
a:Pen 2;
1Cor.15. 24.
28 Heb.9.23.
2Thel.x .10
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16,17. John
;37.21.26,.

Ephef. 1, 14,
Heb. 5.9 Mac.
1.21.joh. 17,
6.Heb. 7,25,
i.Cor. 2, I2,
Rom.8.29,30
1 Joh.5.12;
Johe 15, 13.
John 3. 156

Ephef. 2. 8.
Johné6. 29.

g8 4. 10,

Phil, 1. 29.
Gal. s, 22,
Yol 17. i7.
Heb. 4, 11,12,
John 6. 62,

Mat. 7. 24.22
Iohn13. 10,
foh.10.28,29
1 Pet. 1, 4,556
Ha49.13,11,
!5\) !5i

= Rome10: !’17_'5
1 Cor. 14 28,

b Rom, 9.19~
< Ezek.16. 16,

. Rom.3. 12.-

d Rom. I. 16,
Evphel. 1.59."
Selz. 320

< 4 Confelfion of Faith.

be perfeftly manifefted in his Sonne, and the glory of the Father
and the Sonnein all his Members.

Bl

Jefus Chrift by his death-did purchafe falvation for the Elett

that God gave unto him : Thefe have intereft in him , and being
called have fellowthip with him, for whom he makes interceflion
to bis Father in their behalfe, and to them doth God by his Spirie

apply this redemption, as alfo the free gift of eternall lifeand glo-
rie is given to them, and none elfe. :

i XXIIL o

Faith is the 2 gift of God,. wrought in the hearts of the Ele&, by
the Spirit of God ; by which they come to know and believe the
truth of the b Scriptures,and the excellency of them above all other
writings,and all things in the world, as they hold forth the glorie
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chriftin his nature and
offices, and of the power and fulneffe of the Spirit in his workings
and operations,, and {o are inabled to caft their foules upon  this
truth thus believed,

XXIIL
All thofe that have this precious [ faith

7} wrought in them by
the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away , fecing the gifts
of God are without repentance, fo that he ftill begets and nouri-
hech in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces
of the Spirit unto immortalitie ; and though many ftormies and
fouds arife, and beat againft them , yet they fhall never beable to
take them off that foundation and rock, which by faith they are
faftned upon; notwithftanding, through unbelicfe and the tempta-
tions of Satan , the fenfible. fight of this light and love, be clouded
2nd overwhelmed for atime ; yec God is flill the fame, and they
{ball be fure to be kept by the power of God unto falvation , where
they fhall injoy their purchafed poffeflion, they being engraven up-
on the palms of hishands,«and their names having been wricten-in
the beok of life from all cternity. -

: XXI1V. . .

Faith is ordinarily 2 begotten by the preaching of the Gofpel,or
word of Chrift, without refpe& to bany power or agency in_ the
creature 5 but it being wholly c paffive, and dead in trefpafies and
finnes, doth believe, and is converted by no lefle ¢'power then thae
which raifed Chrift from the dead., ;
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A Confelfion of Faith.
FXXV. '
The preaching of the Gofpel, tothe converfion of finers , is

3 abfolutely free ; no way requiring as abfolutely neceflary , any
qualifications, preparations, or terrours of the Law, or preceding

‘| ‘miniftery of the Law ; but onely and alone the naked foule, a b fin-

ner and ungedly to receive Chrift crucified, dead ,and buried , and
rifen againe, who is made a Princeand a Saviour for fuch finners
as through the Gofpel fhall be brought to believe on him,
XXV L ;
The fame power that converts to faith in Chrift, carrieth on the
a foule through all duties , temptations , conflicts, fufferings ; and
what{oever a believer is, he is by b grace, andis carried on in all o-

_bedience, and temptations by the fame.

XXVIL
a All believers are by Chrift, united to God 5 by which union,

God is one with them, and they are one with him; and that all

believers are the b Sons of God, and joynt heires with Chrift, to
whom belong all the promifes ofthis life, and of that which is to

come.
XXVIIL
Thofe that have union with Chrift, are juftified from 2 all their

finnes by the bloud of Chrift; which juftification is a gracious

and full acquittance of a guilty finner from all finne by God,
through the fatisfaGion that Chrift hath made by his death for all
their finnes , and this is to be applyed by the Spiric through be-

lieving.
, XXIX. -

All believers are a holy and 2 fan&ified people, and that fan&i-
fication is a fpeciall fruit of the  new Covenant,, and an effe& of
the <love of God manifefted in the foule, whereby the believer
preffech afcer a heavenly and Evangelicall obedienceto all the com-
mands, which Chrift ashead and King in. the new Covenant hath

prefcribed to them. el
XXX,

Al belicvers through the knowledge of = that juftification of Life « 5 ¢or.s.1s.

given by the Father, and brought forth by the bloud of Chrift,
have as their great priviledge of that new b Covenant, geace with
God, and reconciliation, whereby chey that were afarre off are

7’ ‘

2 Joh.3.14,15+
& 1. 12,
Ifa. 's9: 24
Ioh. 7. 37
;I Tim. r.:;-‘
om. 4. 5.
5'.8;A&-f.3‘g:
3I.8 2.36,

1Cor.1.22.24 *

2.1 Per 1ogs
2 Corei2, 9.
b 1 Cor.15.10
c Phil.2.1213¢
John1s. 5.
Gal.2.19, 20,
2 1 Thef, .1,
Ioh.17. 21.&
20.17.Heb.2,
11. tIoh, 4¢
16.
bGal.2i1g,20.

a1 Ioh.1. 7.

Heb.10.14. &
9.26. 2 Cor.
5.19..Rom.3.
23. A&s 134

385 39: Rom.
5-18&3.29,30

a1 Cor. 1 1.
1 Per. 2, 9s
b Ephef. I. 4.
< 1 Ioh. 4.16.
Mat, 8. 20

Rom.s5 9, To.
b fa 542040,
& 26. 12,

* miade nigh, by cthat bloud, and have d peace paffing all under- cgohefsie 1
fanding; yea, joy in God through our Lord Jelus Chrift, by dgphcf_ ;j}'

whom Y

|
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#Rom. 7. 22,
24. Ephef. 6.
1Q,T 55R2,1 8.
b Heb.2.9,10
2 Tim. 3,12,
¢ Rom. 8.29,
1 Theff. 3. 3.
Gal.2. 19,20,

© 2Cor.5. 9.

-

d Deu. 7, §.

*Iohn 16.33,
bIohn 15. 5.
Phik .11’

¢ Heb.2.9,10,
2 Tim' 4, 18,

aMat.1x, 11,
2TheflL1 1 5.
& 1 Cor.1, 2.
‘Ephef. 1. 1.

bRom,1.7.A&

A Confelfion of Faith,

¢ whom wee have received the attonement.
XXX
All belicvers in the time of thislife, are in a continnall 2 war-
fare and combate againft finne, felfe, the world, and the Devill 5
and are liable to all manner of affliions, b tribulations, and per-
fecutions, being ¢ predeftinated , and appointed. thereunto, and
whatfoever the Saints pofleffe or enjoy of God fpiritually, is by
faith ; and outward and temporail things are lawfully enjoyed by
a civill right, by them who have 4 no faith,
; XXXIL
The onely firength by which the Saints are enabled to encounter
with all oppofitions and = trials, is b onely by Jefus Chrift, who is
the Captaine of their falvation, being made perfc& through c fuf.
ferings , who hath engaged his faithfulneffe and ftrength to affiff
them in all their afflitions, and to uphold them in all their temp.
tations, and to preferve them by his power to his everlafiing King-
dome, and glorie. :
XXXIIL

Jefus Chrift hath here on earth a fpirituall 2 Kingdome,which s
his Church, whom he hath purchafed and redeemed to himfelfe asa
peculiar inheritance; which Church is a company of vifible Sain t8y
b called and feperated from the world, by the Word and < Spirit of

19.8,9.% 26, God, to the vifible profeffion of the faith of the Gofpel, d being

18, 2 Cor. 6.
17. Rev.18.4.
“A&s2. 37,
with Io, 37.

baptized into that faith, and joyned to the Lord, and each to other,

" by mutuall confent in the ¢ pra&ticall enjoymeng of the ordinan-

ces, commanded by Chrift their Head and King.

¢ Rom. 10, 10, Marth, 18, 19,20. A&s 2. 42, ¢A8s9.26. I Pet.2.5.

3 Mat.28, 18,

19, 20.
b 1Cor.11.24

cEzek.47. 2.

2 A&s2.41.47

1fa.4.3.1Cor

12.6,7,12.18,
E£z.20.40.37.

b Cant. 4! 12,

& 3.21.2Cor.
6,18 Rom 9.
4,5.Pl133.3.
dRom.3.7.10.

XXXIV. ;

To this Church he shath made his promifes,and given the fignes
of his Covenant,b prefence, acceptation, love, ¢ blefling, and ¢ pro-
te&kion. Here are the Fountains and fprings of his heavenly graces
¢ flowing forth, to refrefh and firengthen them

XXXV.

And all his aServants, of all eftates ( are to acknowledge him to
be their Prophet, Prieft, and King ;) and called thither to be en-
rolled among his houfhold fervants , to prefent their bodies and
foules, and to bring their gifts God hath given them, to be under
his heavenly condu& and government, to lead their lives in this
walled Sheepfold, and watered b Garden, to have communion

here



A

§
i
!
]
i

4 Conﬁﬁén of Faith.

here with his Saints, that they may be affured thae they are made
meet to be paatakers of their c inheritance in the Kingdom of God ;
and to {upply each others wants, inward and outward ; (and al-
though each perfon hath a d propriety in his owne eftare » yet they
are to fupply each others wants, according as their ¢ neceffitie (hall
require, that the name of Jefus £ Chrift may not be blafphemed
through the neceflitie of any in the Church ) and alfo being come,
they are here by himfelfe to be beffowed in their feveral order , due

- place, peculiar ufe, being fitly compa& and knit together & accor-

ding to the effeuall working of every part, to the edifyirg of it
felfe in love, :
XXXVL

Being thus joyned, every Church 2 hath power given them from
Chrift, for cheir wel-being, to chufe amongft themfelves meee per-
fons for b Elders and Deacons, being qualified according to the
Word, ¢ as thofe which Chrift hath appointed in his Tcftament,
for the feeding, governing, ferving, and building up of his Church,
and that none have any power to 4 impofe on them either thefe or

any other. s
< XXXVIL
That the Minifters lawfully called as aforefaid, ought to conti-
nue in their calling and place, according to Gods ordinance , and
carefully to feed the flock of God committed to them , not for fil-
thy lucre, but of a ready minde. 2 : :
XXXVIIL
Biptifme is an Ordinance of the @ new Teftament, given ty
Chrift, to be difpenfed upon perfons profefling faith, or that are
made Difciples ;5 who upon profeflion of faich , and d<firing of
it, cught to be baptized, and after to partake of the Lords Supper.
XXXIX
That the way and manner of the 2 difpenfing this ordinance, is
dipping or plunging the body under water ; it being a figne, muft
anfwer the things fignified, which is, that intereft the Saints have
in the ¢ death, buriall , and refurre&ion of Chrift : and that ascer-
tainly as the body is buried under water, and rifen againe, {0 cer-
tainly {hall the bodies of the Saints be raifed by the power of Chyift,

‘in the day of the refurre&ion to reigne with Chrift,

9 | ;
Eph, 2, 1.
Rom.1 2, 458y
6~Col.’t, 132, -
B2 1,6, 20,
cAQ. ;o. 32.
dA&. 7. 4.
A&, 2. 44,
45.8 4.34,35
f Luke 14.;.%.
ITim. 6, y,
¢ Ephef.4. 16.

2 AG.1.23.26
& 6. 3. with

15, 22. 25,

b Rom.i2 7,8,
"’Tim.3~2,6,7
8.1Cor.12. 8,
28 . He13.7.47.
1 Per.s.1,2,3.
&y Pet. 4,15,

Heb.s.4. Iohn
To.3, 4. A8s
20. 28,29,

Rom. 12. 7, 8.
Heb.(3.7.17,
LReL. Y, 523

@ Mat. 28. 18,
19. fohn 4, 1,
Mir.16.15,6.
A&.1. 37,38,
& 8.36, 37,
38,818,

* Mat, 36,16,
Mark.15. 9.
reads [ into

Fordan ] in

Greek Iohn 3,
22.A85 8 ;8.
bRev.L§ & 7.
14, 'with Heb.
To, 22.

“Rom.6.3,4,5,6. 1Cor.is:28,29. The word Beptifs, figuifies to dip, or Plunge ( yerfo

as convenient Garments be both upon the Aminiftrator
5 alfo our praglife, as many eye-witacfles can tefiify.

a1d ‘ubjelt with all modefty ) “wiich

XL, .
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Ifa. 8. 16,5}
Ephel. 3. 7.

Mar. 28. 197
Joh.4.2.A&s

'20. 7. Chap. .
21.20.1 Cor.
"II,24. with
=GOt 10,145

17.Rom.16,2

“Mat. 18. 17.

1Cor.5.4.13.

with 12.6.2,3

2 Cor.2.6, 7.

Mat.18.16,17
18.AdtsT 1.2,
3. ITim. 5.
19,520,271,
Col. 4. 17.

- A8s14.1,2,3

A&.20.27,28
He.13.17.24.
Mat. 24. 45
1Thef.5.2.14
Jude 3. 20.

" Heb.10.34,3¢

&r12,15,
I Cor.14. 3.
&c. Rom. 12,
6.1 Pet4ito,
I1.1Cor,12.7
X Thef. 5. 19,
20,21,
Revel. 2. & 3.
Chap.
A8s15.12,
I Cor.I. 10,
Jude 19. Rev.
2.20,21422,
A&s14.1,2!
Rom. 14, I.~
8&15.1, 2, 3,
2 1Cor.4. 17,
& 14.23.6. &

36.1.5P[122,

3. Eph.2. 12,
1g.with Re.21

1 Tim.3.15,

£1 LU”JC.UtU'II« UJ LUdbld

X1 :

- The perfon deligned by Chrift to difpenfe Baptifme, the Scrip-

ture holds forth to be a Difciple ; it being no where tied to a par-

ticular Church-officer, or perfon extraordinarily fent , the Com-

miffion injoyning the adminiftration , being given to them as con-
fidered Difciples, being men able to preach the Gofpel.

Chrift hath likewife given power to his Church to receive in,and
caftout, any Member that deferves it, and this power is given to
every Congregation,and not to one particular perfon,either Mem-
ber or Officer,but in relation to the wholebody, in reference to their
faith and fellowfhip. ;

XLIL s

And every particular Member of each Church » how excellent,
greator learned {oever,is fubje& to this cenfure and judgemenc;and
that the Church ought not . wichout great careand tendernefle, and
due advice, buc by the rule of faich and truth, to proceed againft
her Memibers.

XLIII,

Chrift for the keeping of this Church in holy ahd orderly com-
munion, placsth fome {peciall men over the Church, who by their
office are to governe, overfie, vifit, watch, fo likewife for the better
keeping thercof, in all places by the Members, he hath given autho-
rity, and laid duty upon all to watch over one another. :

XLIV.

Alfo fuch to whom God hath given gifts in the Church » may
and ought prophefie, according to the proportion of taith , and fo
to teach publiquely the word of God , for the edification, exhorta-
tion, and comtort of the Church.

XLV,

Thus being rightly gathered, and continaing in the obedience
of the Gofpel of Chrift, none are to feparate for faules and corrup-
tions ( for as Jong as the Church confifts of men fubjet co failings,

- there will be difference in the crue conflicuted Church ) untill they

have in due order, and tenderne(Fe, f; ought redrefle thereof.
= XLVL ;

And although the particular Congregations be diftin& and fe-
verall 2 bodies, every oneas a compaé and knit b Citie wichin it
felfe 5 yet are they all to walke by < one rule of truth; So alfo
they ( by all meanes convenient ) are to have the counfl and help,

on:s
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A Confeffion of Fasth, e

& one ofanotlier, if neceflity require it, as memberscfoncbody ;in ¢ Ads 15,23
iﬂ‘g‘uﬂée‘(} fift theiphead, “~ V7 - (D LG gaT i
: sofd a1l 0 39O QRPN 215 ot a Sgsaidy | 13, 048

A Civill » Magiftracy'is 2an Ordinatice 6f God, fet up by him for *Rom. 13,1,
the punifhment of evill doers, and for the praife of them that doe’ el
well 5 and that inall lawfuH things ;' comimanded by them, fub- ! Pok vy 2
iC&ion ought o bC{giVACH by*us in thCLmd’not On‘.ly for ‘..ifra(h‘ bu-fw:x Tim. 2 r,z?’ﬁ:
fot confcience fake 3 and that weeare to make fupplicitions, and -

y¢
* ¥

prayers for Kingg, and all that are in authority , that under (hem A& 24041

W;;‘ ‘may 'live’ a quict and peaceablclife, in all godlinefle and ho- i‘f' 1) 9% .
nefty,” - LSS B iiFan S " 8129, 4I.
y SR et b0 8OTSRS T h
That wee have gredt caufe toblelle God, and co be thankfull for phir.r. 22,5,
the peace and liberty '!Rreecnfogif] ithéﬁjyi&go}jd(gr‘(’}c}d under the Dan3. 16,17,
prefent government , bur if the Magifirace fhould not favour us ¥ 6,7.1%.22,
herein ; 2 yet wee dare not fufpend Our'?£3~&.l.‘;€% ,lzecaufe. W.C!c‘b £Sd® 1 Tim.é.?.
lieve wee ought to goe on in obedience to Chrift, in profefling the gl
faith which was oncedelivered.to the Saints, which faich is decla- Rom.rz. 1.5,
red in the holy Sériptures, and this our confeflion of faith a pars of 1 Cor. 14.37.
them, and that wee are to witnefle to che truch of che old and, new _ Rev. 2. 20.
Teftament unto the death, if neceflitie require, in the midit of-all- 7
trials and affliGions,as his Saints of old have done ; not aeccounting Rom.r4.10 12
our goods, lan s, wiyes, children , fachers » mothers, brethren,, $i- 2 Cor.s. 10,
frers : yea, and our owne livesdearc unto us, {o:wee may finifh our Phal. 49. 7.
Ql“S, yez,\.g .«pu.r-‘;'?s»\k."e,»;*T;gﬁ-i‘u Sl R adlein ) WA ENEPN] o022,
couirfe with joy, remembring alwayss.thac wee ought to b obey .
God rarhier then men, who will when:wee have finithed our cottyle, Adss. 33. &
and kept the f ﬁ!{hafgivf usc the GFQWWPf righteou{neffe;to dcv hom ;‘ 0.1 ,zl, g §.44
wee muftgive an account of all ouradtions, and no manbeipgaple [0 13-
todi “bar"gé" fthef@ms' agli 1ti SRRt 1 99 10 R riodid 520 S8t Mom. 1. 9—:‘
| v 5 IX. : 2 Cor. 10,11,
It is lawfull for a Chriftian to be a Magiftrate cor Civill Officer; Jer. 4. 2.
and alfo it is lawfull to fakean Oath , foiicbe in truth, and in ?;’;ig-‘}t%

judgement, and in righteoufnelle, for confirmation of truth, and
ending of all firife ; and that by -rafh'and vaine oathes theLordis_ppp 20
proveked; and cﬁisﬁ’La‘n’dmbdmét‘“; R L T

TR RN TPera. sy

.

Wee are to give unto all men , whatfoever is_their due, T % ; i
place, age, «flace requires s and that wee doe defraud noman of any oF/ 7 o
thingg-but doe unto all men as we would they houlddoeunto us.  Ti3.172

& A :
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G

¥ 2Tim.4.6,7 .

Rom13.5,6,7°

& ’1. There : o
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s B8s 24. 15,
i 2 Cor. 3. 10.

. wee (ball bave caiife 10 be thankfull 1o God ‘and ‘thern, “But if any ws”yf”]‘fll
Felus

but love, 10 live quietly and peaceably, 4. it becometh

that needeth both friends and enemies, dccounting i+ gﬁére ‘excel

Heart bleedmgs for Profeffors abominations.

3. There(hall be a2 refurre&ion of thedead , both of the juft
and unjuft, and every one fhall give an account of himfelfe to God,
that every one may reccive the things donein his body , according
to that he hath done, whether itbe good orbad, ..~ - ;

The Concluﬁdn.

“Hiss wee defire to/ give unto Chrift, that wbicbiri.,bir, and unto all lavo=-
- full Authoritie1bat which i their due, and 10 ope ngthing to any man
Saints endeavouring

in all things to keep a good confcience , and to doe unto every man. ( of what
Judgement [ocver ) as we would they fbould doe unto us, that a5 our practife
#, faitmay prove ws to be a confcionable, quiet, and barmle(fe people ) o
wdyes dangerous or trouble fome to humane Jocietie) andto laboyr and worke
with our bands , that, we may not. be chargeable to any, but t?}cz‘jve,i_o; bim

ihen toreceive. Alfo we confeffe that we know but in pari , and wee are ig=

novant of many things which wee defire and feeke {o}kg'pgp' s and if qny (hall -

dog s that friendly part ‘to fbew us from the ord of God that we. fee noty,..

. mpofe upon us any 1hing, ‘thar wee fee not commanded by '}q'ig'i;fio’f:

‘that after the way they cdll Herefie , worlhip. we the God of o

Chrift, wee fbould in bis firength rather embrace all reproaches. andtortures
of men , tobe ffript of all outward comforts , ‘and if it were poffible , to die

. atkoufand deaths, rather thento doe uny thing agiinft the {e,ai  title of the
o, 1. drtbof God, ‘or againft the light of ‘our owne con]ciences. And if-any fball

I

call swhat we bave fuid Herefie, then doe we with the Apoftle acknowledge,

~ diftlaiming all Eefifies, (“vightly [ called ) becanlfe they are agazfiz[thfi/f," :
., andto'be fredfaft und immoveable, alwayes ab‘oﬁndi{tgin obedience to Chrift, -
45 knowing our labour (ball not be in vaine in the Ebrd, * v

e ) e i e
Arife, 0.God, plead thine owne caufe 5 Remember b
Iifo yan blafphenseth thee dayly.

2

L J (€. s R L= 305 .
O let not the oppreffed returne afbamed, but let the poire andnees

d)' pr aiﬁ tb)’ Name. _
MR u_‘“dme,-Lbrd,]efus 5 come qf*'i?fkh’? :
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To all the Churches ofGod fanaified
in Curist Jesus, called to be Saints,

- withall that in every place profefs the name of
Jefus Chrift our Lord, both theirs and ours,

- Beloved Brethren,

4 Aving thefe many yeares, through the grace
¢ and free mercy of qur God, been kept in the
o profeflion of the name of Chrift, contained in
¢ the Holy Scriptures of the Prophets, and A-
@, poftles ; and finding the exceeding benefitand
P - comfort of walking with God in {ome mea-
fure fuitable to what he hath made knowne

77283 Z unto us; and well knowing that wee are cal-
Ied to live in the laft Ages of the world , wherein iniquitie 2-
bounds , and the love of many waxeth cold; as likewife confide-
ring thofe peculiar times fpoken of in the 2. of Tim. 3. 1. &c, are
come upon us, wherein men who fometimes haye made large
profeflion of God and godlinefle,, are turned afide to commit all

B - - - W
manner of uncleannefle with greedinefle, having turned the grace

- of our Lord Jefus into lafcivioufnefle, calling darkheffe light,

and light darkneffe, by meanes of whom the way of truth is evill

. fpoken of 5 and many poore foules through temptations ready to

quic their profeflions, and to be taken with their {nares ; wee
thought it our dutie todeclare our utter diflike; abhorring, and
déteftation of all fuch evill perfons, and wayes , who thall under
any ‘pretence Whatfoever plead for, or pradtife any way of ungod-

linefle, e b o s
And haying been through the goodnefle of our God, inabled to

- diftern che fecret, and fubtill defignes, and fnares of Satan, which

kehath laid to entrap poore foules in, by carrying them from flep
C 2 “to

(o 13
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Heart bleedings for Profeffors abominations,

to ftep, untill they haye been wholly captivated in his fnares,.and
fitted by him to doc him fervice, =~ : '
We could do no leffe, then according to that meafure of light we
have received from the Lord, to difcover his Wiles,and Stratagems,
and to Caution all that profefle the feare of the Lord,to watch over
their owne hearts;and wayes , and to take heed leaft they :fall into
the fame condemnation.. - - : ' & L RIS
For this we have found,; that that way which God in his infinite
wifdome, taketh to bring foules unto himfelfc by , viz, the pre-
fenting unto men his great love, in giving Jefus Chrift to fuffer

death, and his great falvation to all that believe in his name, Satan -

thac old Serpent through his inftruments under the fpecious pre-

tence of beating men off from all falfe refts, endeavours wich all-

his ftrength to oppofe and makevoid ; perfwading the fonnes and
daughters of men, that what is declared concerning thedeath of
Chriftat Ferufalem, and his bearing our iniquities in his own Body
upom the Crofs, isbut a meer hiftory & (hadow, thac the Scriptures
are but a letter, and the O/dinances of God but flefhly formes,
thereby labouring to beget in the peoples mindes, a contempt, and
flight efteeme of Chrift, his Word, and Ordinances ; and that he
might cheat them to purpofe, tels them of a God within;anda
Chriftwithin, and a Word within : and that God, and Chrift;and
they are one,without any true diflin& knowledge of the true mean-
ning of that which is expreffed ; whereby poore foules with great
and fwelling words of vanity , triumph in a great myfterie of meer
nothing, but emptinefle, and confufion’, fpeaking things whereéof
they know not; and many poor foules Knowing fuch expreflions
to’ be Scriptare Phrafes | doe greedily embrace them , without a
truc, diftint, and cleer underftanding the fenfe of what is {poken,,
having the'perfons of thofe who fpeak fuch language in great ad-
miration, as the chicf, tender, charitable, knowing, high and (piri-
tuall Ghriftians 3 whereas indeed although the words fpoken by
them; are many of them trie in' chemfelves ( without which Sacan
couldnot fo effetually deceive'y as that God and Chrift, and the
Spirit dwell'in us; and that' Gd and Chrift, and the Saints are
one; Yet are we to ‘underfland’ this union to be ‘onely in'a way-of
relation through participation of the fame {pirit, and this dwelling
to be onely in refpefof grace, and powerfull operation agd in-

‘ ' uence
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fluence, working in the hearts of belicvers , according to the tenor

of the new Govenant, in making men holy and humble, purifying
their hearts,. caufing them to walke in all good confeience towards
God and mian, all which by them is trampled under- foot, and ano-
ther kindé of mmion, and indwelling driven at in their difcourfes,

‘which alchough covertly expreffed, untill by crafc and fubrilty, they
- have prepared the hearcs of fimple and unftable foules , to’ receive

whatfoever they (hall fuggeft unto them ; yet then is openly dif-
covered, being indeed the root of all bitternefs, and defperate pro-
phanenefs, and blafphemy, that can be imagined in the world: for
from thence they conclude; that themfelves are God and Chrift,
and what God is they are, and whatthey are God is; for fay they,
there is no Spirit butone, and fo deny any created Angel or fpirif,
holding upon the fame account the living foule in man to be un-
créated, and {o confequently to be God himfelfe , and not created
by God. Now this being the ground-worke of their delufion’, the
building is anfwerable. _ '
For firft, Concluding the reafonable foule to be God.

- Secondly, They affirm that this foul being clothed with their hu-
mane bodies, or flefh, is Chrift, or God, or God in flefb, hereupon they
imagin that Jefus Chrift fpoken of in the Gofpel, as being born of
the Virgin Mary, accufed by the Fewes, delivered by Pilate to be cru~

 cified, dying at Fernfalemupon the Croffe, rifing the third day, and

afcending into heaven; is onely to be underfiood parabolically, or
figuratively, {peaking of one thing, and intending another ; pointing
at, and prefiguring a worle onely within us, conceiving the Virgin
Mary, the Fewes, Filate, Jerufulem, the Croffe, Chrift rifing and afcend-
ing, fpoken of in the Scriptures, L0 be all within them, and no fuch
thing fubftantially, or in truth without. ;

As they concludeall things fpoken of Crift , to babat in a typi-

call , or figurative manner, intending and typifying out this God

within, or God incarnate in their fleth, fill meaning their reafon~
able [ouls , conceiving this to be the fubftance of all thofe fhadowes’s

“fo alfo upon this ground they are forced to conclude the whole
new Teftament, withall the Do&trines, Laws, Rules , and Admini- -

firations of the fame, to be but a {(hadow or figure, holding fortha

‘fubflance within, As for inflance, Mofes and Aaron, being but
figures of the fubftantiall Saviour, and Prieft to come, fothe admi-

piftrations

o
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-niftrations of Mofer as Mofaical, were but fefhly and carnall admi.

& niftrations, to beabolifhed when the fubftance was come, they be-
ing only thadows of good things to come in like manner doe they
underftand Chrift in his perfor , to be but 2 thadow of Chrip Withw
in,and al] his heavenly and fpiritual Gofpel to be byt a Letter and

 carnall biftorie put to an end and abolifhed , when they once come
to apprehend that the fubflance of al] i within, They comming
al(o to believe that the foule is God, doet i

hence infer that theyare
perfect,and that they are inas happy cftate as can be > & for this the
urge, 1 Cor. 15, 24, tothe 23. ro thew when the Kingdome is delj.

vered up to the Father, all his People come to a2 more immediate
enjoyment of God the Father , and then Chrift ceafeth his Mcdia-

Teftament ceafeth : now

; ftbe a temporall Death, and Re..
Jurredtion of the Body, and eternaly Judgement, they upon the former

grounds, judging themfelves already glorified’, doe underftand
this death of che body in all fuch Scriptures myfically, and thae the
refurreltion and eternall judgement, are paffed already in the foule,
- a8 Hymeneus and Philetus did, 2 Tim, 5. 18. compared with 1 Tim,
19. Thence alfo they conclude, that faith and Juftification by
Chrift, together wich all che Ordinances of Chrift are abolifhed,
as fefhly formes, like unto Chrift th i
without all which, they triumpbantly (in their owne fancies ) live
when they once haveatcained this fupereminent life ( as they fpeak )
of being in the full f; uition of God, comprehending that infinite
Being, ( which they hlafphemouﬂy affirme themfelves to doe )in-
truding themfelves into things they are altogether ignorant of :
Hereupon is ic that they, as Peter faith s [coff atany Jecond comming

of Chrift , 2Pet.3.3, 4. and mock at che holy Scriptures, thofe
beavenly Oracles of Ged

> denying them to be the ord of God,

orthat Law by which they ought to conforme their lives, con-
ceiving and uttering tkac thereis ngo Law nor Rule, but what is in
~man, his Light being his only Law, that is to fay , what ever that

fpirit that dwels within (" which they call God wichin ) difates to
' ' ; them
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them, that cught to be done by them, frengthni
with this opinion, thacthere is n?) fin but what'gco:t?agditg’::r: gl;;:: :
owne light, (which is a mans onely law J and fin is only fin to him,
that thinks it fo,and that thereis no hell'buc thit torment that men -
{uftaine through crofling their own light (which God knows is no-
thing but thick darknefle ) from thefe principles the defperately
wicked and deceicful hearts of men fortified in their fins,having now
their confcicrice feared with an bot Iren ) account it their onely mi-
fery and bell, that they are troubled at any thing, be it never fo
abominable , thus cafting off all trouble and remorfe for fin, they
follow: the Law of their own minde, (as they needs muft, concei-
ving their owne fouls to be theonely eternall God ) and what-.
foever their evill hearts are naturally inclined to,whether Drunken-
nefJe,curfing, wearing or whoredome (although for a time their princi-
doe not pat fuch horrid impieties in execution ) yet at length
- being violently hurried on through the affiftance of the firong im
pulfions , and reftlefle fuggeftions and inftigations of the Devill; ( the
Judgenents of God being alfo heightned upon them ) they now
commis the fame with greedineffe, and thac with fuch a kigh hand,
asthey accountit their perfeftion , and the higheft ‘pitch of their
glory, to give up themfelves to fuch abominations , pleading for
them, afficming that they have made a Leugsie and Covenant with fin,
deathy and kell; and bave commmiion with God in dall thefe, feeing all’
thefe andxhbat ever evils can be imagined, reconciled o Goz[ and [0 good,
accounting all their altions for good, being a&ed by their own fpi-
rits, which ( as they thinke ) are God, {aying that God ( but truly
- not God, but their own accurfed fpirite ) willed that they fhould
cirfe and fweare s and be drunke, and fill them(elves with all uncleanneffe,
which they eficem to be pertet righteoufnefle, calling that holinefs
and righteoufneffe which confifts in a {potles conformity to the
Laws of Chrift revealed in the Scripture, which curbs the infolency
of the flefh, and the lufts of the heart, aplaguy and nafly bolineffe,
that muft be defiroyed ; fo that thofe amongft them , that.can with
the greatefbimpudency ; withouc the leaft check or controul of
confcienoey commit'the moft horrid  abominations,  which wee

. tremble to thinke of ) they are the moft perfe® , and the moft

fwallowed up' inthe will of God : to juftifie thefe their abhomi-
nationsy they fay , the Angels of God: [ware with glorie and Maj;{gie;:
i : : which-
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which Angels are God in them ( for all created Angels they denyy
who cherefore may fweare as they will, and that with glory and’
Majcfty ; Yea {o great is their thraldomrand captivity, that now the

of difobedience , hath fo farre the maftery and dominion over them,
as that they are ready, not onely to fight againft God himfelfe
in his fpirituall Ordinances , but againft civill Jocieties, violating
s of Families, againft the ve-
ry principles and light of nature, which cammon juftice, ( re-
maining amongft che Heathens ) would {ooneadjudge to merit fe=
vere punifbment : and certain] y thofe that {hall thus tranfgreffe.all
civill bonds, doe not onely lye lyable to the juft and fearefu]]-
judgement ot God, but juftly incurre the punifthment of ¢he rulers
of this world. ' = ¥ )
Having thus laid open fome of the principles,-and evill pra&ices
of thefe men, even that root of bitternefle , from which fuch their
finfall branches grow ; by which every one whofe €yes are opened,
may difcern what a feareful] thing it is toleave the Holy Word of
God, and give héed to the motions of a deceitfull heart, and to
the diGates of a lying (pirit : wee {hall now endeavour briefly to
make manifeft the {andinefle, and dangeroufneffe of the foundation
whereupon thefe things are built 5 which wee {hall eflay to doe by
proving ; That the foule of man is not God, but a creature , created
and made by God;

. which will appeare both by: Seripture and rea..
fon, if you confider, Fsd R ; r

1. ThatGodis incomprehenfible, the Heaven of Heavens catinor:
containe him, but the foule of man is comprehended and contained
in the body. . - o N Sy S

2. Godis Almighty, :
will, that he can doe ; but man defres miany things, and hath nog.
power to accomplith them. | ey 30 2! 8% boahRens 1o

3. Godknoweth him(elfe,and al] things,the fecrets of 411 hearts,
things paft, prefent, and to.come ; buc alas ! the fou] of manknows
not the Being of it felfo, nor of cthe leaft creature s~ he knows not:
what is done in another houfe nexc to W00t 30 - €108 o~

" 4. The foulé is .made and created, x Cor, 15. The firft - Adam’
was made @ Irving foule, Jer. 38. 16, It is wricten, Ag the Lord:

-

liveth :

Prince of the power of the aire , that tules.in the. bearts of thefe Children
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- | Tiveth that made us this foul, now to be made and created arguesa
beginning, but God is wichout beginning ; ctherefore the f’oule can=-’
notbeGod. = . e
. 5. God isthe God of the fpirits of all flefh, Numb. 16.22. thereisa
' fpirit in the body,of which God is the Father, Heb. 12. 9. which God™
' formes within man, Zech. 12. 1. with which {pirit the pirst of God bears
' witnes, Rom. 8. 16. which plainly proves our fpirit or foule to bea
| ereature ; the truth of which further appears in that God can deftroy
the [oule , or caft it into bell fire, Matth. 10.28. in that the foule may be
. conwerted, Plal. 19.7.1in thar 7t ftands in need of deliverance and redemp-
tion, Plal. 13. 19.34.22.49.8. Butnow God cannot be deftroyed,
neither needs he any redemption at all. By this is it clear that mans
foule is not God, and if not his foule much lefs is hisbody , that is
fubje& to fuch variety of diftempers, and fo neither body nor foule.
O therefore what a horrid thing is it for men to affirm they are God,
that made and created all things, that governs the world, and the
like, and to father all their abominartions upon the Lord ; thinking
" him to be altogether fuch a one as thremfelves are! From hence we
' may fafely conclude.
1. That if the fpiric be created by Ged,and is united to the body,
. then thofe a&ions that are done by the body , are the altions of the
man. O how fome men fighting againft che light, cry our, thacitis
God in man only that a&s, that thall be faved, and the like, whereas
" it is evident that it is the man chat afts, eicher good things, viz. the
man thac beleeveth, prayeth, conformeth , and is bleffed of God , or
" it is the man that fins and walks in difcbedience , which man is the
. fubjc& of defirution.
' 5. Thatifthe fpirit be created by God, it muft be fubje& to the
will and Law of the Creator: things created are for the praife of the
. Creator, we are made by God to thew forth his praife , and by our
| obedience to declare our felves to be his children, we are not leftat
liberty to run from God 5 this was that that involved Adam at firft
" in mifery,and Rill keeps his off-fpring in forrow and confufion.
; . That fin is the defc&ion , variation from, or the tranfgref-
. fion of the Law of our Creator, and not of our qwne wills : when
. wedoe the things God forbids, or lcave undone the things com-
- manded, we fin againft God the Lord, the Creator of foule and

L ; iF
From the not right underftanding of the creatures (ubjeftion,and
: D relation
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relation unto God, flow al{o thofe vain allegorizings of thofe texts
of Scripture that fpeak of Chrift himfelf. For if we {earch the Scrip-
ture we fhall fee cleerly,that Chrift Je{us was not a figure or fhadow
of a fubftance to be enjoyed now or hereafier (as thefe men dream )
but the crue fubftantial good it felf,the true Mediator God and man,the
[fubftance of all figures, and [badowes under, the Law , which wai. & School-
mafter unto Chrift , Gal. 3. 24. The Apoftle tels us, Tte Adminiffra-
tions under the Law , were a (badow of good things to come , the “body or
fubftance whereof was Chrift, or was inChbrift, now it is againft com-
mon f{enfe and reafon, that one fhadow fhould type out another,
and that as carnall and flefhly as it felfe, but the contrary hereof
is moft certaine, for Mofes andffo]_bua being typicall Saviunrs , redee-

Zgypt into earthly Canaan , muf}
needs hold out a fubftantiall Saviour , that moft effeGually (hall re-
deem the Spirituall Ifrael , for faith the Apofile, He is able to fave to
the uttermoft all that come to God by bim , feeing be ever liveth 1o make
interce(fion for them , Heb. 7. 5. He s the dlpba and Omega, the Begin-
ning and the ending, the firft and the laft, Rev. 1. 18. Who faid to Fobn,
Feare not, for I was dead , and am alive for evermore , Amen : and Ihave
the keyes of Hell and of death. This Jefus is not onely true man as
touching flefh , but alfo God over all bleffed for ever 5 or the moft
high God, Rom. 9. 5. Jsbn the Boptift tefufying of Chrift, 7ob.3.33.
faich, He that commeth from above, is above all, and this is true of
Chrift as touching his Godhead, who alfo is truly man, foule and’
body, confifting of a humane foule, and flethly body , and that af-
ter hig refurre@ion , as appears , Luk. 24. 39. Inreference to the
Conjun&ion of both humane and divine nature, he faith,J lay downe
my life, and I take it up againe,as man he died, 2s God he raifed him(clf
from the dead ; now that any fhould be fovile and wretched as to
count the ever-blefled Lord, who is the mofthigh and bleffed Savi-
our,a flefbly forme and fhadow, becaufe according to the infinite wif=
dome and love of God , be affumed mans nature , that be might thereby
become a more fit and [witable Saviour unto them ;5 wee are wounded
in our fouls to thinke thereof, and tremble to thinke what hardne(s
of heart, ingratitude and blindnefe of minde , fuch fouls are givenup
to 5 and though they may talke of being above the difpenfation of
Chrift, the Kingdom being in them refigned up to the Father, they
fay they know not what;for before the office of Chrifts mediatorfhip.

ceafes, and the Kingdome be refigned to the Father, the Scripture
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exprefly tels us, all enemies muft be fubdued under his feet,Pfal.i 10,
. 1.Pfal.8.6.1Cor. 15,245 25. Heb.2. 6,7, which is not yec effe&ed
for Chrifts enemies, viz. the Devill, Siune, Babylon, Antichrift , the op:
pofite oppreffing ciuill powers of the world, deatb, and the grave,, and the
rule and authority they bear rule with,arenot yec wholly by Chrift -
put downe, therefore the Office of his Mediatorfhip fill flands in
force ; Hence we may fafely conclude. :
~ Firft, Thatif Chriftbea fubftantiall Mediator, truly fpirituall,
-his Gofpel then, which he and his Apoftles hath declared, is nota
bare outward Relation, Hiffory, or carnal Letter,buta {piritual and
fubflantial Truth and Myftery, containing the whole Minde, Will,
and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and pradtife

throughout all Ages. , ; '
. Secondly , 1t muft needs be as durable as the Mediator is , for the

Law of Chrifts Pricfthood is as durable as the Priefthood it felfe, the
Law depending upon the Pricfthood ; for the change of the Priefle
hood and Law goes together, and fo the Priefthood of old being
changed, the Law then, and not till then was changed alfo, Heb. 7.
18. So when Chrifts Priefthood ischanged, then the Law of chat
| Priefthood, and not till then fhall be changed alfo,
. Thirdly, It muft alfo be granted, That .the Scriptures which
doe declare this great myfterie of Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel, be
the holy Seriptures, and the infallible Word of God, for it could
never have entred into the heart of man to have knowne or ma-~
nifefted thofe hidden myfteries, had not God himfelfe by his
. owne Word revealed them from Heaven ; now the Scriptures
are Gods Word, declaring his minde, making knowne his Coun-
cel, being able to make the pecple of God wife unto [alvation through
faith which is in Chrift Fefus , being given by the infpiration of God,
and are profitable for Dodirine, for Reproofe, for Correction, for Infbrucii-
on in Rigbteoune(fe, that theman of God may be perfect, throughly furni=
fbed unto all good works , 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. and therefore nct to be
flighted and undervalued, asa dead Letter, a bare Hiftory, a carnall
empty Story. Therefore dearely beloved brethren, we beg and in-
treat you,and every one that loves his foule, to feare and trembleat
thethoughts of {lighting and defpifing Chrift and his Gofpel, or
' any one of his laws, or holy commandements revealed in his word,
for know that Gsd will fet bis Son upon kis boly Hill of Sion, Pfal. 2.8.
and will call all bis enemies that wgl Hot bave him to reigne over. them,
3. = and



