Shall wretched manbeat the Devils will,
| And dangers run hisluft for to fulfl?
" And fwallnot T, when God commands me forth,
~|Ingage for him withallmy might on earth?
 Or fhall the promis’d Crown of endlefs life,
|Be judgida trifle, dndnotwortha firife?

| That which vain manaccounts moft rare,

|15 not obrain’d but with much coft and care,

~ Things of great worth on Earthare gotby pains}:
6 | And he who ventures nothing, nothing gains. -
* | And fhall then be frartled wich a frown, - =0
!fi_ A When full affur'd of"- an Eternal Crown? *

.1 | The ftrife which doth an holy life attend,
}df.’ Will recompenfed be mfureith’ ends * ©
>, 1 L willgo on, fince Jefus doth inviteme; "
#5| His firength is mine;and nothing fhall affr

a8 Apsate.

-

ightime,’

163 15 yomr strict ways until you'r guite wndone.
ﬂ; Ter hear alittlewhar 1 haveto [peak,

i dnd you will find 'tis beft for yos to take
a9 The Cosnfel which 1 gives for you'll py

| Great Rusin fall rponyos [uddenly.

| Your Eather will not own yori for his Son;
| If in this foolifb Striftnefsyowllgoon; [
| HisFace expea'/féfm{téi‘ ot #0 685t G
| If ‘thisyonr purpsfe a dyopr pleafare be.

Ay M

{

U N O perée;’ve qou arerefolvd toran ; )

FJ an old Apoﬁate ﬂndjlong T"qfe _ﬂb_r“ 97
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T?‘ Oﬁ«’ ﬂ‘ or, Preg
If Father, Mather, and dear Brethren too 0
Forfake me quite, yet $tillIwcll do know w.han

My precions Savionr will my Sonl qmbrﬂca, y
And I fball [eefweet [miles from bis dear face.

My [elf and my Relarions all._(thongh dear) ¥
I dodeny , [uch s the love I bear i The:’e‘
o my dear Lord,whofe Servant mow am y & Theﬂ

And do refolve tobe until I dse.. | ‘
Come Life, come Death, for Canaan I’ endeavont's ha
It ismy home, andrefting place for ever. g,
Better it is that eartbly Friends abufe me, uht
Than thar Chrift Fefus [bonld at last refufe me
Ld rather bear my Fathers wrath andire,

Thanto be caft into eternal Fire, |

Apoftate. Jing

Fie, fie,Young Man, forbear, and take advice, xAM“Qf]
Let not hot Zeal thy fancy thus intice, é
For to refufe thofe pleafant things which you L)
‘May here enjoy, asmany others do: ; A
*Tis much too foon for thee to mind fuqh thgngs, A
For nought but griefand dorage from it {prings,
“Twill dull thy wit, and make thee like a droan, Ty
~ And thow’lt beilighted too by ev'ry one. E

How might’ft thou live at eafe,and pleafure have, :
Ifonce thefe wayes thou would ft refolve to leave; Iy
And like a Flower flourifh in the Spring, Yo
And wish young Gallants might'ft rejoyce & ‘;‘;‘ngd? Rg




© an old dpofiate and young Profeffor. 18
" And fpend thy daysin pleafure {weetand rare:
I prethee Youth confider, O take care .
~ To chearthy heart; behold now in thy fight;
| Whartearthly joys moft fweetly do invite,
‘Profeffor.
Young itis true I am, and in my prime;
' Thereforé refolve for toimprove my time 3
The flower of my daysdo'ft think I will
" | Give tothe Pevil, laft for to fulfil 2
L Shall Satan have the primeft of my days;
7" And put off Chrift wicth bafe and.vile delays;
" Until old age ; and then at laft prefent
The dregs of time to him? I'll not confent
Tofuch vile thoughts, [ will not lend an ear,
I to my Saviour more affections bear. . .
Since firft of th’ living Spring my Soul did drink
All finful pleafures in my Nofe do ftink. :
. More precious Joys 1 findin my dear Lord, -
Than all this World doth, yea, or can afford.
if 1 am flighted for Chrift Jefus fake, \
. And judgd aFoolor Droan, yet I can take
ing# All for him, who for me hath undergone :
More fhame than thisbefore hiswork was donei
;| This is my choofing time, I have made choice,
' Gods Word I willobey, and hear hisvoice,
2 Gods Counfel 'tis that firft of all in Youth
Ve Ithould him feek, and cleaveuntothe Truths
A Your Counfel1 abhor ; fhall luftful fire
ﬁﬂ%. Be kindled in my Breaft; fhall &nydcﬁre
2

i

,
"

Run
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L Whiwriiiand reimplFsidemaft 'ar'g'ft[;{l’ﬁl"aij :
37

;?"5"{ : 13 e & A A@wlggueéﬁwem
. Runoutlagain to Egjpy’s curfed ftuff, s " ¢

 And faint before ,thmﬁ&ﬁh‘gdom youdo fee,

1 know ’tis naught, of itl have enoughy /1 ©

wES g i oo vl

Alag, the Journey’s long, you'll wearied be,

Sniag fih i%gﬂf@ﬁﬂz' 23
N4 S’r L be filent; that'is'falfe, fork

By Fa)i'rhlbwﬂ J;zfgayzy davhe Land efpie,) * "
But isthe fourney long *blamemenamore;” " M
Betimesa'th* marning Ifef out herefore. " h
. Why ﬁ“y”ﬂbofkﬁy it'was-too foonforme = "

For to fet ouv?°Ifl bong thé fourneybe, * = "
1 dovifolvein youth with'[pesdtofirive;’ '
LeftI'roo laté at Iafp foonld there arrive. = -
While [frengtb’dhk yoﬁt‘/z:do'}!'bﬂf[’ll_éend mymind §
To'ihoePliavd, becaufé Talearlyfind 757 "k
- Old Age a,irbﬁweivfyljimis‘qzﬁt‘e'out of eafe. - U
To ga'a' Yorihcy) brtorumaRece. . - 11
Alns\vhen night is rb'q? 20 come'in, oo
That’s pot a t:r}{e'tb/a‘? ir‘ﬁ'e]"to Begimy ha
Whes'Sin Bhd Moow and tars all darkned b3’
And clodirirnvs vhit e o light can fec: .~
- AbIOR epins of thi Flonfe all tremblimgares |
When the 6,@ mén_“t?;\?r'ﬁ:{elv&—: are for'edto '5,0?;1.
And grmders ctufe alls) beCaufe that now

- They w%‘"é-’h&f’ﬁfgﬂ?kh’ﬁfézth’ y to fall-ont, g-‘f':éf, ke
A Bonihy wiklows which do lekabont.
qﬂdﬂ&[f‘ﬁ?j’ {r“‘r}[a X Wblﬁbd'gvll?g%,dr

o2 SRS ; an



And doors too in the flrects are’ ﬁyt‘”ﬂiqui,}_ ST
;" ; HC’ Y{/’et/] ”F l'00 at the?/ Ceo’t‘b’ B;rd: H 11d
6. Lt all o D s of st My

" LAnd fears increafe inthoughtso what's ow bigh,
" Fearsinthe way, and fears for what is nighy '~

L LAndth Grafbopper fball be 4 burdentoo. "
When loofed is the precioﬂ;'sil-v?rrcwd,
\4nd Golden Bole 15 broken, as we have beard, ‘
When the weak Pitcher ar the Fountain's broke]

When defive fails, and there alas is Hong, ~

\Befides*tis clear, my days unceriain b,

" Mylifea bubble and a Vaponr 15
' The flower which doth [pread, and s fogay,

{ oo

" When the bow found o'th’ ;’rihzf#; feargely heard,’” :
3 1331 Pusd

Old Age alas I may not A L S
 Young Men are guickly gone, for I Geholde ¥ 727 D
 \Darly as young as Iare turn'dto th’ Mogldy 0
L My own experience doth difsovér'this, 7 I

| an old )!foﬁaté and, _yozmg Profeflor, 189
" \dre become dim, nay darknedwithont light; = ', =64

r

%

o bdre brought too low, dm’tforfuéb‘?hnﬁck of'ﬂh:; e

" When flonrifbr fball the Almond-Tyee alfoy " S

vl Lk

V' \What will (uch do who haw't this' Race begﬂn{ ‘, 

' Soon may it fade and wither quite nwf;/. 1 snon il
0 If 1 therefore have ﬂillr/mo‘bwwkta‘ g GtV Do
4 Or ;uyemfa][o long awaj'togo; % LS HOEY S

| It doth concern me then, with-all my power '
| For 1o improve each day, yea'cvery hosrs 1.
‘M 3 : For

| And th wheel at th’ Ciffern with a heavy Jrrokes” g
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190 A Dialogue between

For days to come I fee may not be mine,
My time I'll fpend, nat as thou fpendeft thine,
My weights I'll caft away this race to run,
Stand ftill I muft not , nor with thee return :
I muft provide me Oyl, get Gracein ftore,
For o'rawhilel fhall be feen no more
_Thisfide the Grave ; 1hafte therefore to meet
The glorious Judge at the great Judgement-feat,
I muft make hafte, be fwift like to the Sun,
Left that my work’s to do when time is done,

Apoftate.

To you, young man, I have declared much
Of the fad danger, butyour Zeal is fuch,
Nought that I fay with you takes any place,
You don’t believe me, that's the very cafe.

But what's the reafon? youth, fo many folk
Decline thofe pathsin which you now do walk?
Were wayes of your ftri¢t Holinefs fo fweet,

A hey in this fort would never back retreats
1did refolve with others for to try,

And find you all deceived utterly. ;
Your whole Religion’s nought but meer conceit,
Letnone therefore thy Soul with fancies cheat;
Since wife men daily do your wayes forfake, -
Be thou advis’d, and other counfel take.

Profeflo

If thoufands fall away, itis no more \

Than what the Scripture fhews was heretofore.
' “ Thou |

»
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Thoufands of old from E i i
gypt did advent

And yet but two of them’c};id Canaan cnggf’;

They never had of Chrift a faving tafte,

. Who quite away their feeming hopes do caft:

Their hearts alafs are rotten and unfound
Whoin Chrift Jefus never {weetnefs found,
But what of this ? {hall Imv Lord deny ¢
Becaufe that you fome Hypocrites efpy 2

- Thofewho do murmur in the Wildernefs,

' The Land of Promifenever fhall pofles.

- But if they will the precious Lord revoke,

- ShallI from thence refolve toflip the Yoak?

" Becaufe they don't the glorious Lord believe, -
" Shall Caleb think the Land he can’t receive ?

" Becaufe fo many walk i’th” way to Hell,

Shall I conclude that Heaven don’t excel

The vain enjoyments of an evil world 2

Or {hall with fancies thus my foul be hurl'd?

To think, becaufe that Swinc the grains do chufe,

And Pearls do tread upon, and them refufe,

There is more worth in thofe bafe ftinking grainss

Than in thofe rruc Pearls which the Merchant

Becaufe thefe filly men have loft their way(gains?

Shall 1 on purpofe therefore g0 aftray ?

Becaufe that fudas did for thirty pence

Sell his dear Lord, fhall 1 conclude from thence

Peter afool, who priz'd his favour fo,

That for his fakeall things he'd undergo ?

If fearful Souldiers bafely quit the field,

Shall valiant Champions therefore fraicwayyiekd.
M 4 oft .



E?“?" 802 A Dialogue between
©  Moftcowardly unto their treacherous foe,
| - Whom they affured were to overthrow,
If Marriners unskil’d in Navigation
Are 1plit on Rocks, fhall all then in the Nation
That have that curious Art, refolve therefore
Never'to ufe the Art of Sailing more 2
Becaufe the Sluggard fees the winds do blow,
The Rain defcending with cold Hail and Snow,
He doth give o', and fays no longer will ‘
Remain i'th’ Fiéld his barren Land to till 2
Shail faithful Husband-men from the like ground,
Whohave of:-times by good experience found,
Without they fow, no harveft they can have
- Refolve the painfuf labours quite to leave?
 Hethat won’t Plow becaufe o’ch’ Snow or Rain,
- Shall beg ar Harveft and fhall nought obtain,
3 §o in like fore, “to mind my prefent cafe,
Caufe Perfons void of God’s true faving Grace
- Do’poftatize as you your felf have done,
Muft I to th’ Devil with youheadlong run ?
*Caufefome Profeflors fecretly do love
- Some bafe corruptions, doth this therefore prove
- There's none firicere for God in all the Earth,
Whofe foul exper'ence do the fecond birth ¢
1 for my part through Grace have this to fay,
- Inever thall, norcanl fall away: T B
- Allthofewhom God has unto Jefus given, |
. They never ‘can be difpofféfs'd of Heaven £ e §
I The Promife of EternalLife is theirs, o o500+
' And they 1ke [faac, even foarcheirs, T i

P

o
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' Sir, if you pleafe, 10 frame one argument.

o aTpafiite and yeing Troffor. G700

Who could not mifs, nor difpoffefled be, ”
Lnlefs God’s Word's made a meer Nullitie, '
God’s Covenant with Chrift doth ftand,
Who can fupply our wantson ev'ry hand =

Sin fhall not reign fuch is our happy cafe,

We are not under th’ Law, but under Grace.
This Covenant is not like the Old,

We of afurer perfon now have hold.

We ftand not now as Adam did, 118 plain,
God never will cruft that Old man again.

Our credit’s nothing worth, our Surety

Is in our room, our wantshe muft fupply.
Befides all this I'll hint another thing,

Which to my foul doth much refrethment brings
He that's the Authior of my Faithy Py, wite

* Wil finifh ic himfelf affuredly.
He that in me hasa good work begun,
Will perfect it alfo € he hasdone.

Within God’s Saints Eternal Lifedoth dwell;

This would removethe doubt, confidered well
Thofe unto whom Eternal Life is given, .
How can it be that fuch {fhould mifs of Heaven?

And now to’ breviate’ris my intent, 5

if the New Creature in the fouls of men
1s of God’s Spirit born, larguc then,

‘The famein Nature it be fure muft be,
Which cannot death, or like mutation fe€ ;

- But that’tisof God’s Spirit born; isclear,
As fobn the Third doth make moft plain appear. |
The |

{
.
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 For they fincere and fober people are,

£ Yoq A .ﬂialogue oetween

&
|

The feed alfo doth in their fouls remain,
They cannot finto death who’r born again;
God’s Fear morcoverisfoin their heart,
Thatthey from him fhall never more depart,
Thus is. my ftanding very firmand fure,

And to theend I know i fhall endure :

And as for thofe who fallaway and die,

11hall difcover clearly by and by

What kind of Men and Women they areall,
Which will hold forth the cauft too of their fall

- Moft confident I do perceive you are,

- Daunted ar nothing, yet pray let me hear

Thefe perfons Nameswhich you did baftly mect,
Who finally refolve for toretreat, .

And leave thofe paths which you [cem ta commend,
Come, [peakto this and we will make an end.

Profeffor.
Siry wnvomeit dothmoft plain appear

As if they cowards and faint-hearred were 5
Under their tongues alfo clofs [ecretly ,

- Somepleafant morfels I am nve to lie:
- Andinthem doth reign fome cuyfed cvil,

Whichmakes thems to conform unto the Devil,

- Apoftate.

As you fuppofe, but pray youth, have a care .
And




"~ .anold Apoftate and young Profeffor. 195 A
. And Idoqueftion whether yea ornay k|
Thou do'it them know, what further hafttofay? |

B Profeffor.

irte I told you, Sir, Lknew them very well,

: And fince you urge me, I refolve to tell
What kind of folk they are, and alf fhall
Their Names difcover unto greatand finall ;
| Mafter Fearful was one that I1did fee,

'l With him was goodly Senfnality.

¢ fil, | Wich Dame Misbelicf, and Goodman Oustfide,

Who turn’d from Chrift as foon as they were try'd:

One Unbelief, avery wicked man; 3 :

Turn him oucof his way, there’snomancan :

Befides them alfo, there’s one Earthly heart, :

Who loves nothing f0 well as Plow and Cart =

i Alfothere’s Efan Faint-heart, moft profane,

| Thatfells his Birth-right, Pottage to obtain 3

. With Belly-god, 2 man chacldo find = %

Fleth-pots and Onyons chiefly he doth mind. ‘ K
There’s Miftrefs Difcontent tOO with the reft, _
Who would have nought but what the liketh beft. ™
Mafter Hot-love foon cold alfo was there, N
Lately for Zeal with him few could compare
There’s Ifomacl Legal-heart, intruthalfo, *
When troubles rifc, he firait-way doth go

 With Mafter Balaam, who doth Jefus leave
The wages of Unrighteoufnefs tO have:
Some people alfo 1 have lately met,

%’ Who were with fin moft eafily befet 3

ind And




A Dialogie-between - -

d divers heavy weights alfo they bore,y -

" "Which wearied them, and made them to give o', -

“ A'Gentleman ! alfo did behold, :

/Whofe trade was great, and ftore hehad of gold,
He's going back with forcow I dolknotv, 3
Becaufe he canit have Chrift and the world too,
One Mafter Arheif, thar 1 think’s his name

| Aslike your felf as if you were the fame $

\ He's fallen back (o far, and turn'd afide,

| That at Religion he doth much deride :

. He thinks Religion’s but a foolith thing,

« Which doth no comfort. nor no profic bring.

 Thisis too true, you alfo are the man |,

To clear your felf, deny itif youcan ;

Nomarvel 'tis youplay the Devils part,

o gy

\Inlabouring thus for to deceive my heart,
‘And blind mine eyes, ifthat thou knewelt how ;
‘Thou'dlt make me like thy felf, and therefore now
damrefolv’d with thee for to ingage,
‘Who rivft to frop me in'my Pilgrimage : 4
Afoe more vile than you, " what foul can meet ?
Tl therefore bring youdown untomy feer.
Some ftones I think tq fetch out of God’s- Book,
Though 'likeGoliah you do feem to look,
Yetin his Name, whomyou'fo much defie,
I ihall prevail againft you by and by.:iti
Ithought T'muft confcfs fome yearsago, '
fhould not in the leaft been foptby you; = -
( f?‘t‘hac‘I‘fh'gq!d:ﬁa\fc met with oppofition™
¥ “tifuch a foe th add to my affiction, B t’
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| Too'pe thy. mouth i'th’ leaft forto defend

an old A_poﬁat@ aud g om:g fProfeﬂur 1 97 ;
But fince thisis my fad unhappy fate;’

| r Il add a line or twoto vmdxcarc

The DreadfulGod , fofaras liesin me ,
I'll vindicate that glonons Deity; =~ ° ¢
Whoin my foul his Image {o has fer, -+~
That I his'glorious being can'tforger. "

Shail he which form’d’ both Heaven and the Earth
From whom I have my precius life and birth,

Be trod upon, nay, uttcrly deny’d? \ ‘

Who ftrives at once, if that you could i do,

The life'ofafl Rehgxon to overthrow. . . | 5
Haft thoti'gor ought tofpeak, and wilt thou cntcr 11
On the debaté?. yea, durft thou to advénture : o
Thofe thoughts of thine,which clearly ¢ do defcend |
From Héflbeneath ? thou'le prove thy, fclf ;hErcby &
The Devil's Friend, fehova's Encm) 5

Apofate. -

Thou childifh Lad; do'ft thmk ] am "'"ratd e
For to declare my felf, or am difihay’d’ T g
By filly dreams and fancws, which aﬂ”ug’ht 2
Thofe fi mplc ones who dare not walk i'th mgh:a,‘
Who ftarle at the fhadow which they fee; ! ;
And think the Devil’s near, ‘when ‘tisa’ treeé :
And fince Ldo perecive you underftand R
What my opinion is, 1'do demand : ;
How you,can prove, and fully ma}\mwcar |
There 1874 God for 1. onc at fIT TERE, oS R
‘ BEGTR ¢ |

% Y K o]
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| TheSouls of Holy Men when they dodie 3

198 A Dialogue betweer

. No God nor Devil 14t all believe,

Nor isthere any Heaven to receive

Nor is there any Hell of Mifery

For Sinners after death, as you conceit;

Allis nought elfe fave a Religious Cheat.

Paofeilor.

 Dare you your Maker thus with impridence

. Deny and tread ? [uch infolence
What Soul can bear . what Age can dothe like,
Where [o much light hath been! [hall Mortals'(Frike

- At thegreat God, and glovious Deity £

Whofe Dreadful Being and Exiftency

The Heatbens did find ot and grearly fear 5

His Godhead did to them moft plain appear
By the Creation, Man, as ina Glafs
May there behold who his Creator was.:
*Tistinse to avm my [elf, and look abosut,
When by an Atheift I am challeng’d ons
When th* whole of all Religion lics as [Fake,
*Tis time toroufe , and alfofor to fhake
Off floth and. idlenc(s , andtoingage

With (nch afoc inthis my pilgrimage.

If once I frould unto an Atheift gield,
ZAnd treach’ronfly alfo acquit the Field ? t
The firongeft hold of Truto berray frould I
Into the handsof irsworft enemy

| \ And floould unman my [elf of Chriffian tooy,

dnd my dear Sonl of reafop overthrow,

I foonid




" anold Apoftate andyoung Profeflor. 199

I fbonld debafe my [elf, Should 1 deny
" My Nohle Birth from the great Deity.
. Man's chiefeft glovy [prings from’s Supream Head,
i In bisdefcent from bim, who made and bred
'\ And bronght him forth, and doth his life waintain
"\ From hence man doth his greateft honour gain. !

*Tis power Divine that man doth greaten thus,
As ‘tomake him King of the Umverfe,

. Who ere difown his ble[fed Pedigree,

r Doth prove himfelf unnas’ral for to be.
For man to [ay e came by bap or chance,
i As’tis a piece of wilful Ignorance, '
offr Him(elf alfo be doth depofe thereby,
From his own bonowr andraredigmitys |
And vile contempt upon himfelf dothbring 5
s well as dirt wpon that Effence fling
Who form'd his Soul, andgave to him his breashy
. And made him Ruler here ;an the Earth,
But to proceed and lend my belping hand,
Inthe defence of Sacred Truthto fFand,

- And vindicate my Creators Canfe,

" By Natures Light, and alfo by thofe Laws
Which (upernat'val are, and moft Divine, 5
Whofe light excels yea, and whofe glorions fbineg |
Yous ask me how L can make it appear , -
There is a God, attend and now giveear 4

 And weigh my arguments and reafonsfound,}

\ And let not Satan moreyour fonlconfonnd,

' And Reafon quite defiroy, as be has done,

 Leaft totpe Devil yom do headlong run.
i t Apoftate;

E
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i

"

R—

REEWACERRE - S



A Dialogue between
Apoftate.

" Before you doproceed, thisyos maft kniow;

If you a God do think to prove or fhew,

Beé [ure of this, young man, it muf} not bé

By Scripture-proof, for its Authority
I do deny, and cannot it beliewe; ,

You never fball that way my heart deceive: - ¢
The knowledge which yon [upernaturalcally

Is & meey cheat; I mind it not at all.

(Pi 0[."1]6” S -

4

Though fupernatural knowledge:you defpife,

~ And count. Gods Holy Word tobe but lies 5

- 1bricfly, fhall frand up in its defence, S5 g

~ And fhew your Pride and curfed Infolence 5 ¢ - g
That all may love Gods Word) prizeit, and fec figs

Its worth and weight;-and its Authority = *
To be Divine; and by fehovah given ~ N¢
 To lead poor Soulsin the right way to Heaven & Qy
" ‘One thing of you.i'th’ firft place't demand, ™ -~ Zh

Pray ler meknow; and fully underftand = Ty

When this fuppofed Gheat did firft commence; ‘ E;h

Andin what part"o'th’ world, bring evidence.

E ype fands mute;faithic commenc'd not herey }
- Nor did the fews inventir, that’s ag clear.

Ask ali the Heathens too inevery age, Ay

I‘ _* If their Philofophers brought’t :oh the $tag’¢'¥
 If youcan findir out, pray bring'¢ tolight,
- Qrelfe confels your datknofs worfe ‘than nlg_?fs

im._“_~ ‘_b ; ‘ ; b . S



. 'Tis ftrange that fuch-auniverfal cheat:! rrry b
| Should thus be putupon the world, and yet:i/
| Noone can fhew who,did the fame devife, o)
- Nor how,  nor whenthe,fame at firk did rife :
‘, ‘\‘,.:-‘-%Since all the world ftands filent, and is mute,-.
.8 «%Th’ns might a period putto the difpute,
- |Bur fecondly, ;1 argue once again,

| There's nonc of them who do {0 much difdain
"V :!The Holy Scriptures , ‘who juft proof could bring
.\ Tofhew i'th’ leaft they were a forged thing:,
_If none can them difprove, Othen fayl,
" What ground have you the Scripturetodeny &
P The Scriptures al(o, I obferve have been
P Strangely preferv'd by 2 pow'runfeens
. In every age, kept bothinword and fence. .
. [Fromfecret fraud, and open violence, |
| 1 e Againft the num’rous Armies of all thofe -
16455 IThac were both fecret, yea, and open focs,
. [Nowicked or malicious men could ever -
"cﬂ 4Subvert the Scripturc,though they did endeavour,
WY The beaftly Clergy of the Church of: Rome,

Thorow whofe hands, to ustheScripture comes ; -

. Though guilty of moft vile abomination
€% | As ever was committed ina Nation.
'eé.? ;-"Their curfed fins are hateful to relate,
% 'Which they committed, and did tolerate :
‘And that they might more freely do the fame,
. |And fo be kept from fad reproach and fhame, =
'\ They fay the Pope himfelf may change the Laws
i gh{,gOf th’ Holy Gofpel , as hin;gelf fees Caufe;

]
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Tokeep moft men fave Bloody Popes inawe. -
- T’ obliterate that Soul-informing word,
-+ Which once they loved and delighted in.

~ Alwayes to thofe who ftood up for his Word

- Fhe Scripture’s true, and their Auchoritys

R o E

And make the fence of ‘Scriptures toagree
With time and place, as he moft fit doth fee]
How free thofe Sacrilegious Monfters were,
(Had God admitted ) to extinguifh’d clear
The Sacred Scripture, and putout their light,
And fitl'd the world with an eternal night. .
But we may feealthoughirmadeit's way -
Thorow thofe muddy Chanels,yet have they
Been fiill kept pure, and fiill remaina Law

Now if againft {o many Enemies,
Who us’d all means that Devils could devife

Icwas preferv’d, and not by humane fword,
How dare you Sir prefume for todeny

Its bleffed -and Divine Authority 2

Another ‘ground or reafonl fhall urge,
Which proves Gods Word Divine as 1 do judg
"Eis taken fromthat influence they have
Upon their hearts whom God intends to {ave;
It turns them from thofe curfed wayes of fin,

It brings them out of darknefsinto light,

Yea, and difcovers Jefusto their fight,

Filling their Souls withinward life and peace,

And precious joys,the which fhall never ceafe.
* The glorious Power which God did afford

Moft clearly thews | methinks, to cvery €y€
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an old Apoftate and young Profeflor. 203
To be Divjne’, what ever you may fay,
Icannotgivethis Argumenvaway. =«

‘How have they been fupported in the Flames #
| Whichas it did perpetuate their Names,’ :

So'God thereby did ftir up'ten for one; =

| To ftand up for his: Word when théy were goné,‘

Ah ! how did they rejoyceSir in the fire,

Which made their, very enemies admire,
Wouldft thou one inftance have, I dould give two,
And ten times twenty miore/if that would'do,
But if I fhould | :I'am fure T fhould tranfgrefs, .
And over-charge th* Appendix andthe Prefs, ./
And therefore Twilladd one reafon more. . ¢
To prove Gods Word Divine, and fogiveo'r.
How has the Scripture made: the Atheift quake,

_\And all his Limbs with dreadful horror-fhake!
_ When on a death-bed they have cometolie,

heir Confcience waking intheir face did fly;
Though in their healch they did much defpife;
And did affirm it was made up with lies.
Yet has it made them howl at laft and cry,
We are mndone toall Eternity.
"T was like unto the writingon the wall, *
Which did foretell profane Belfbazzarsfall, -

6
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Which was fo.terrible, yea, and foftrange,

It wrought amongft them a moft fudden change

Their Mirth and Jollity doth now expire,
And the proud King do earneftly defire
To hear it read, nought then would ferve the turn

l}_ut an Interpreter:: his heare did burn, ;
, N 2 His
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Histrembling Knees fmate one. againft-another; f .
As+f his Joynrs were loofed from each other. 5
Thosthofethat won't confefs fehovah’s Name, By
Are forcd toown him ra:their utter thame:’ 1 W}‘;h
And thofe who willmot of Gods Word allow, 1 Gy
‘Are'fgrc’dbyﬁonfcic'nce’undcrit‘.to bow!. : {OF. 1:::
“Thefe being weigh'd fmay, make you quire give i
Yez, and Gods Wordithus to oppoft 1o more; i Eeé
Now if thé Scripture cannot be gain:faidyt O VHRy

Mcthihkscach"soﬂhfhouldbccxcced_mg;fra-id;‘ ""Byt’

~ How,they conteinn:thac glorious Deiy; 3200
Whom they fo clearly fhew .and magnifies /- " IRy

But to leave thisialittle and defeend: (11 10 "Th
To mans owil feafor wihich youfocommend.: -

e —————————

. With Theodorus, Bion, and the:Rabbles TAd

How many: Heathensdid alone thereby; ©

Findotit: (deat Sir ) Gods glorious Majefty. |

If you'your Reafon did but exércifery © 10
From' Athieifm doubtlefs you foon might rife; °
And-hate alfo this Sout-deftroying evily

Thus fiding with, -and yielding tothe Devil.

“Among [} the Heathens (yourh) were e of fame | )

Wiho fod their skili in) Natune bad the name
Above all others,! whichdid quitedenyol o0
TherewasaGod or fuch @ Deity, 00T

- Your Epicurns, and old: riforles "




And fuchlike Atheifts I muft'grant to you -
Deny’d there wasa God as Stories fhew,
Philofophyis good , but men abufeit, - (%
When they like thofe old Heathen  Authors afe j it,
God doth fometimes mensreafons darken quite
For notimproving of the means of lighte ‘
To vile affections up God doththem give, |
Becaufe onearth, like Brutesthey feem to?nvc.
But though thefe ‘natural Sots:could norelpy

By all their skill th’ eternal Deity, 10 0

Y et many thoufand Heathens T might {how

By Natures lightalone did cometo kriow ! | «

- T ""N
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' There was aGod, they fearched fo:about & z

Into Gads VVorks, they found his God-Lead oug,
For when they gave themfelves up rerlouﬂy ’
To ftudy Natures Book, and come topry

Into the caufe'of all things' here on‘earthy -

And theit effe@s; did clearly fee the blrth i

Or firft Original of every thing; > won i iy 4
From fuch an Effence to defcend: or f‘prmg 4
The very Novicesin Natures :School, & .
May foon convince that man to bea FOOI

VVhoby the Creaturesglory” can’t dlfccfn

Thé Béing of that dreadfulSovereign '~ "

Who did them form and: make, for every where
His glorious God-head; they to all declarej’c O
Had I'but time, I could fome pages fillyr 7 s
To'thew to you how that mansred(on Wl"
Teachhim there is a God, for if he mind
Thc nature of his Soul, . this he might fmd |
Man § 1
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- Mans Soulislike a fpring, or like ta fire,
- It refteth not aloft, it doth afpire,
| Andunto Nozh's Dove, Tllit compare,.
| God is the Ark, Souls reft alone isthere.
The fleth dams up the fpring, quénches defire,
Keeps out of th’ Ark to which irwould retire -
. Sincelperceive mans foul doth fearch about
- To find fome higher good and beingout 5.
. Which doth excel allthings which are below,
~ This doth to us Gods glorious being fhow,
- But to;conclude this, noman candifown,
God by his judgmentsdaily is made known.
- Whart fad examples daily do we hear 37
Of Wrath and Vengeance almoft every where # |
¢ Somedrunkards & blafphemers ftruck down dead
And others with ftrange Judgments tortured?
Some have prefum’d the Holy God todare,
Whom hewould not one lictle mimite fpare,
If this will not convince you of your errory
1 fear you will e'r long fallunder terror; - -
For if you will notnow example take, (
God nyay.af-you a fadexamplemake. coo - N
Your fratealafs, aboveall men s fad, W
Becaufe of God you once fuch knowledge had. A
(
\
]
l
L

. Andofhis wayes, which now you loath and ba“?i
O Sir, .confidér thisyourwoful ftare;’

 Andcryto God , if peradyenture heois 510 I be
- May give you Gracc, whereby your foul may fee
. . Your hainous fin , that {0 you may repenty.

B And“tprnzge,c;;od béfore your dayes are fpente

g
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"1 muft confefs I know not whatto fay,

' f there’s a God, then curfedbe theday |

That ever 1 was born, for Ido know
He never unto me will mercy thew: .
I now refolve to open my condition,

.| Though all'sinvain; for there is no contrition

[

,'f“
!

Will do me good, I utterly amloft ;
For I have finn'd againft the Holy Ghoft:
Iwilfully have finn'd, and there remains

" . Nothing for me but everlafting paiis. :
“O that there were no God ! for then fhould I

" Be like the Beaft when €'r I come to die.

!
084 |

p

For love o'th’ World and for my prefent cafe
1 am become like to the troubled Seas.
No reft nor comfort ever. fhall | find,

. Curs’d be the day that ever I declind (go

tcs
e

P

From thefe good wayes in which dear youth you
Or everl did God or Jefus know : AFUA0S
For if I had not known them, itisclear :
My fin would not {o hainous now appear S
My Confcience doth prick me to the heart,
I never fhall be eafed of this {mart.

O thatIwereinHell! for then fhouldI
Soon fee the worlt of my extremity.

For thou art chofen from Eternity. :
To be an heir of the Eternal Blifs ; 1N
Burlalasamdamn'd! what woe like thisz |

" Thou fhalt, dear youth, for ever happy bc," \
o "‘\
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