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' t v H E . , 5'! 

O R, 

E P I S T L E 

T O T H E 

R E A D E R . 

T HhTreatife is defigned for 

thy ffecial and f f r i m l 

Profit; its true that the holy 

Scripturey commonly called the '^ible, 

is the Bookofall^ooks:, (^rid that ac­

cording to which^ we all ought tc f f c a k j 

write and walk.; and its true as the 

Wife man faith y of making ^^^y 
J 2. ^ooh 



T h e P r e f a c e . 

"^Bookf there is no end, efpecially uh-
lejs our end therein be the glory of 
God, and the good of Souls : its true 
we kjiow but in part3 and a Very little^ 
little part too, and therefore can Pro-
fhecy but in fart. 

Therefore read not any mans Book, 
but with a fuppofition, that there may 
he a mixture of jome Brrour with 
Truth3 and fome mfiakes^ and receive 
nothing for truth from the word or ere-
ditof the P erf on who eVer it be, but 
cU its rvihtly grounded on the Word of 
God, the Scripture of Truth, accor­
ding to which all ought to fpeak.j and 
the beji of men may be in fome things 
mijiakf'n i though ordinarily in the fub-

jiantial things of the 2€ew-Birth of 
Faith and Belinefs, the Spirits work 
is the fame in all, yet by reafon of 
the l-jabjlonijh confufon that yet re-
-mains y the language of the Saints 

feems 



feems to be much divided ; in conjl^, 
deration whereof^ 1 thou^t nothing 
more likely to produce unity in fprit^ 
then unity in the body afidjuljiance of 
Truth ; for which cauje 1 have made 
this E fjay in hrin^in^ forth this" brief 
plain Treatife about the mo^i fubflm-
tial matters of Christianity, that all 
vpho agree in the fuhflance of Truths 
may unite in Spirit ^ and although ive 
cannot attain fuch a uniting j^s is defi-
Table^. and Jhall in time be by the Lord 
accomplijhedj in and amongfl his Teo" 
fiey accordingly to that Prophefie and 
r^J-om^p, Z e p h . 3. 9 . Tet it is my 
hearts defire, that all who truly love 
the Lord:, would fhewit by their uni­
ting at leaft in affeBion, foT that is • 
Go]pel. Grace and toVe indeed, to 
love for God and Chnfis f a k , though 
of differing apprehenfons about fome 
of the weighty things in the ?s(jW' 

A I Cove^ 



T h e P r e f a c e : 

Covenant, for every Truth of Chrlfi 
is of weight and worth, and is, or 
ought fotobe epeemed by all that loVe 
him^Vk\.ii9.i2'],i22. and the right 
mderjidnding of the mind of God m 
the Scripture, is the only wright way 
pf uniting. 

I am far from the mind of thofe 
who pretend and endeavour the uniting 
of all into uniformity in Faith and 
JVorJhip, by Coerfve Power and human 

force ; a unity more fuiting Brutes 
then ChriftianSj and a way to build up 
Satans Kingdom, under pretence of 
the Kingdom of Chriji but that I 
cameBly long after^ and pray for ^ is, 
the unitin^r^ of all true Chrijiians in the 

' fpirit and faith of the Gofpel, who 
are the Church and Kingdom of Chriji, 
his "Body Mjiical^ and i f through 
darknefs we cannot attain the unifor­
mity of Chrijlian Faith, and worjhip 

in 



T h e P r e f a c f . 
-. •-•'•I • 

in every fartjhut the language ofChri-
flians be yet divided, yet let eVery 
one endeavour the attainment'of a [pi-
rit of Love, and forbearance each to 
other^ not Judging, Senfuring, and 
lievilmgy which %em the f f i r i t of 
the World, and not of Christ. 

^nd thefc enfuing Chapters are 
mofl efpecially and principally dire^-

'^d to.fuch, who alone are capacitated to 
Underiiand, Belie-ve and TraBife the 
things in them contained , they are not 
ihe^Qotions offudden Conception 
the fruit and birth of manyyei^rs Tra­
vel and Meditation , and I hope it 
may, through the B l e f m ' f ^ p ' 
fome time or other, to fome perjuns or 
other, add fomeihtng or other to t h ^ 
UnderBandin^, fau'hy Bope, and Joy 
of their Souls, and be fome help of 
dncBton to aright walk^n the way of 
L i f e . 

^ 4 
Khali 



T h e Pref iace ; i 

1 pall not f a y (tny thing as U the 
matters handled in this Treaiife, by 
way of Comntendation, to induce the 
7{eader to its Perufal'y i f it fpeak,m 
for it f e l f , in the ufe thereof, the 
^leader is at liberty to lay it afide, 
only let him beware that he Jlight it 
not, becaufe it is not fuited to his 
mind • i f it be according to the Divine 
revelation of the Word and Will of 
Chriji y its the great concernment of 
all that will afpro'Ve themfelves grati-
ous before the Lord, to bring their 
minds to the Scripture, and not the 
Scripture to their minds • it is to be 

feared tha^^reat hath been the mif-
carriage of Chrijiians in this Very 
thing at this day, open-heartednefs to 
God-ward, and a jtncere will to kjiow 
that we viay do the will of the Lord, is 
the ready way to know more of his will, 
and then jhall we not be ajhamed, 

when 



I ^ , T h e P r e f a c e ^ 

i^hen ive have a refpeB to all his ComZ 

'I y ^ ^ m s . imorance of any part of 

j f ^ f ^ ^ ^ i e d W t l l o f G o d is a fin, a 

i * » r « ' defeB in gratious ferjons, hut 

^o be willingly ignorant, or willfully 

fi() J^^^^i^^t: to any part of the ReVeal-

p ed will of God, is a fin of the htghefi 

h ^^^^'e, and mufi be funifljed with 

1 f ^ y f i r i p e s , Y . u y . . 12^^^, 4%. will^ 
m h to add to, or diminijh from the 

l | Word of God, u a fin, and the judg-

i ?5f ' f i ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ' ^ l a r e d in the Word, 
I A^euc. 4 . 2^ P r o v . 3 0 . 6 . R e v . 2 2 . 

<i word, I do believe that fincere 

I , ^efires, accompanied with the like en-
\ ^^'^'^ours, after the knowledge of the 
\i\^ill ofChrifi^ and a faithful living 
f to what we know, refolving our 
/ ^ifdom and mils in every thing into 
II, the wifdom and will of Chrifi, would 
J ' wonderfully blefi of the Lord for 
*' ' fpiritual 



T h e P r e f a c e . 

fftrtlual froutb, and uniting of 

Saints both m faith and worfijip. . 
1 ha-Ve herein declared my Faith 

in which l live, and heliae that by 
thegTMcofGod Ijljall die, avd yet 
hve Eternally : This h^e I dtckfcd 
as the difto'cery of my heart m m 
matters of my God, when I m gone 
hence, and fhall he^ heat no .more 

" ( ^ J w wkat. ei>er may be found, in 
any other, of-.-my Writing that may 
feemcontrary to any thmgin this^ oris 
contrary in-very deed, ^either under-
fland It by.this, or eife let it fall to the 
ffround, for days of Temptation oft-
umes brings forth effcQs^ which occa-
fiens after 'l{cfevta7ice, -

To he found in the Faith, arid in 

the Trindples of lieligton, is of deep 

coTJccrnment to all Chrifiians, and in­

deed a qood and Chrifiim walk in the 
way 



T h e P r e f a c e : 

^jf way of jincere and nnherfal holi-

T^efs and obedience, is that which qreat^ 

iy concerneth and becometh Chrifiians, 
^\ in order to their eternal Welfare. 

<i helf to both haVe I prefented 
' ' this fmall brief Treatife to thy con-
; fderation, in which I have to the ut-

''^'^fi f f ^ y ability and light, not only 
j f fiudied Truth, that might be profiting 

to the Reader, but brevity Itkewife^ 
that much might be found in a Itttle 
Volume, in which, i f perfons exer-
<^ife their own underjiandings in the 
^ thereof, they may probably reap 

'J fome benefit thereby, ^nd Reader, 
what thee dofi find differing from 
thine own underftanding, be not hafiy 

judging or fenfuring, but read and 
fonder, and f^arch the Scripture^ to fee 

I whether It be f o or no^ without which 
the moji do wrong to the Truth, and to 
thine own foul. 

But 



" T h e P r e f a c e : | f 

*3ut 1 jhall f a y no more, hut com- ^ , 

mtt it to the Readers, in the hlejfng of ^ /' 

God, fraying for their profiting there- • 
hy, and if your fouls do reap any f p i -
ritual benefit or advantage in the ufe < 

hereof, let God haVe the Glory, and C 
theAuthor{as Infirument) hath his end 
mfwered ; And jo fare the well in , 

the lord: Grace^ Mercy, Peace and \^ 
Truth, be with all that loVe the lord 
P f u s in fincerity. A m C n . '[*''|[ 

. 

J N ^ 
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C H A P . 1 . 

C O n C E K N l K G G O D . 

what He is. 3. Horv 
4 , Where he ii. 

I . That He is. 7 
He doth [uhfijl. 

•Hat God is, or that there 
is a God, »• e. an mh-
nite fclf - Being , that 
hath given Beirg to all 
things, &e. is ntccffary 
to be believed of alKand 
is the firftftep of Faith 
in order to Salvation, 

Beb.n.6. thatcometbto Gcd^fmiit believe 
that He and that He is aKewarder of them 
that diligently feck^ him. Now, though i t 
be a common received Principle that God is, 
yet in as rnucb as it's cvident,accordiRgto the 
Scripture, That the fool hath f^id in his hearty 
that there is no Cod, pfal. 14, i . And that 
the tranfgrejjwn of the Wicked faith, withitt 
tny hearty fhut ihare is ?w fear efGedbefat'e 

I . -that 
God is, or 
that there 
is (t Godi 



if. That God is'. 
his eyes, Pfal.56. i . And oft-times gracious 
Souls, iln-ough their own weaknefs, and Sa­
tans wile?, meet with temptations on this ac­
count J I lhall therefore fpeak fomething to 
iliis fo neceflary a truth; the grounds I lhall 
prefe'nt for evidencing this fo great and fa-
cred a principle of truth, arc as followetb. 

Pi oof. i.TbeWord ofGod.the Scriptures or Truth, 
1, The in the fubftance of them, is, to hold forth this 

rZVord InvifiblcXrcating, Upholding, 
of God.' Preferving Power, Gen. 1 1 . If f^e Be-

gimin^^ God Created the Heaven and tht 
Earth, v. 6 • God /aid, let there he a Firma-
tncnt^ &c . and fo throughout the Chapter, 
and indeed throughout the Kible. I fliall 
mention but a few inftances in the name of 
the whole. Gen. 6. 5. God fm the Wicked-
nejsof'man, &c. v. 6, ItRipented the Lord, 
that he had made mm^ &c. v, 11. T!he Earth 
vtas corrup before God^ fee ver'.ia,!?. Exod. 
2o 1, 2: jind God fpaks all thefe worlds^fiy-
ing^ lam the Lord thy God^ Hie. Pfal. 29:1,2. 
Give unto the Lord, O ye fnighty, gi've unto 
the Lord Glory and Strength ; give unto the 
Lord the Glory of his Name , Pfal. 82. I . 
^od ftatideth tn the Congregation of tl g 
Mighty, &C. Joh. 1 1 . /»the 'beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God, &c; Let this ferve among 
the multitude of Scripture-Teftimonics to 
prove that God is, , • 

2. The- A fecond Teftimony, is the Works of 
worlds of Go4 . which do abundantly declare and 
God. Preach forth the Divine Being, and Otanipo-

tent 



That God is. 
tent Power and Wifdom of this Divine, 
though Invifible Creator o f all th for 
Realon wil l tell us, that none of thofc things 
could give Being to, or Create thenifelves. 
Man, who is the moft Intelhgible and Ratio­
nal Creature here below, was fo far from 
creating himfelf, that let all the Wifdom of 
all the rnen in the World be conjuntt in uni-
ŷ> they arc not able to Create, or give Be­

ing to the bafeft of Creatures, no, not a Fly, 
or Worm •, Its true, the Image, or likenefs 
of Creatures they can make, of matter that Jj^^^J-f 
Was made before,by theCreator,but nothing 
can they Create, nor put life into their Image 
which they have formed ; it is the work of a 
Godj and not of man, to Create and give 
life. 

I f it be Obieaed fas by fonrie it is) ihat all ^Ji'^j. 
things came by Nature, I Anfwer, Inai al- j ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ 
though there is a natural and fecondary 
caufeof things,\ordinarily producing fuch 
effeas, almoll in all cafes yet there is the 
God of Nature, which is the caufc of all fe­
condary caufcs, & gave the firft Being tliere-
tintOi he was the immediate caufe of the 
Creation, and the only foundation-caufe ot , 
the continuation and promulgation of the 
Wor ld , by Divine Ordinance, and DivmC 
Power 5 for Nature of u fclf CdiftirK^, or, 
feparated" W m Divine Ordinance ^nd Po­
wer) is nothing, but mutt fall into nihilation 
and the firft nothing, if not fupporied by the 
God of Nature . ' f o that, as at firtt> G o " 
tWde all thincis ^y his W o r d immedia^ly, 



V. 

That God i f ] 
by his Divine Ordinance and Word of P<j-
wer, hecontinucth all things in that way of 
natural mcancs by himfelf appointed, as Pro-
creation, Food, Cloaihing, &c. So the 
Earth to bring forth Food both for Man and 
Beaft; the Sun, Moon, and Stars, with their 
ii flaences, (2rc. As God was the former of 
all (the contrary is Atheiftical and Brutifh to 
imagine) they did not, could not make thera-
fclvcs, nor influence themfelves with power 
to efFeft any thing as of therafelves, no more 
than Create themlclves but what i^ efFcft^d 
in this way, mult be by Divine Ordinance 
and Power, accordin'^ to the Scriprure, Gen. 
1.14. to tS . V. 28. / f i * jSj 39. cl'ap 

So that indeed the works or God do 
wonderfully declare that God 1^, and not 
only that he i ,t>ut thar he is an infinife, d n -
nipotent one. See what the Scripture fpt iks 
to this purpofe, Pfal. 19 i . The Heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the Firmament 
Jlieweth his hmtdy. mrk^, v. 3. Ther' is no 
fpeech^ nor language, where their vojie it not 
heard^ Rom. 1.19, 20. That which ntaj bt 
known of Cod, is manifefi m them (/• e. in 
the gentiles) for God h uh jliewedtt to them., 
for, the invifible things of him, from the Crea­
tion of the World, are clearly feen^ being under-
flood by the things that afi made':, even his 
eternal Power and G'^dMl^d fo that they are 
without excafc.,'!. e. I he works of Creation 
that are vifiMe, do convincingly and unde-
nyably flicw to men the invifiMe God in his 
Being, Power, and Wifddro, and on this ac­

count 



That g»d U. ' S 
count all men wi l l be left without excufc in 
the great day of account, Rom. 2. l i . For 
^ many as have finned without Law, fliitU 
perijh without Law ^ that is, as many as 
have finned without the written Word of 
God, Law, or Gofpel, having the taw of 
the Creation, lhall be Judged, and pcrifli by 
that, for that lhall leave them without ex­
cufc : So that the very Works of God in 
Creation, are fiifficient in thcmfelvcs to con­
vince the Wor ld of his Divine Power and 
God-head, and will fink the hearts of all A-
thcifts in the day ofjudgraent. 
^ 3 . The Faith of the people o f God J^^^J 

ttiroughout all ages, i. e. thofc that from f,^^^ 
pnnciples of Reafon, have been moll likely yJWown-
to be his people, the moft hureible, holy, felt- ed and 
denying people, have through-out all agef, 
and ftilldo, own, believe, truft in, andac-
knowiedg this invifiblc glorious God 5 this 
ooth Scripture, Hi t tory , and Experience 
do tedific, 4. 3,4. & 5- 2 4 - & ^•9-

1,4. & 2 4 . 3. m things of this kind I 
might abound, but it is enough •, all the holy 
ones of Go.-I, ihrougliout all a g « , both of 
Old and New( JeWlnent, and to this day , 
have fixed here, to own the Lord to be their 
God, to believe, truft in, and worfliip him, 
according to his Name and Nature; and this 
both Hiftory and Experience declare , that 
allprofeflinghonefty and Confcicnce, have, 
antj do cleave to this one invifible Being as 
their chiefeft good, f rom whence they have 
iheir Being, and by whom they arc fuftain-



ThM God is. 
cd, and to whom they acknowlcdg as due, 
their all, and who is all in all to them ; a 
wonderful convincing argument to fupport 
any man of Confcience under temptation in 
this matter, to confider, that all profcffing 
Confcience & Holinefs have believed in and 
owned this God, and may ferve to help and 
deliver Souls from thcirAiheiftical tepiations 

At All 4. All the World by the works of Grea-
jSTa^ions (jon, and the natural capacity as rational, arc 
SnLe convinced, and do acknowledg that there is a 
i( It Gol. God ; although its true that they are greatly 

' corrupted and blinded in their underftand-
ing, and knowing of the true God 5 becaufe 
as the Apoille hath ir, liom. 1.21, That whtn 
they knew God, they glortjied him not M God, 
i , e. being convinced by the works ot Crea­
tion, that there was a Divine invifible Power 
and Being, that made both it and them, they 
glorified not him, but made Images llk^ to 
coTTHptible man, &c. Yet fo it is, and re­
mains in the dark minds of men by Nature, 
and cannot be razed out, that there is a God, 
though they form Gods to themfelvcf, ac­
cording to their vain imaginations; and the 
truth is, that Athcifts muft be found, ( i f any 
where) amongfl debauched, apoftatifed, or 
pretended Chriftians: though I deny nor, 
but that gracious fouls maylometiiries meet 
with this temptation, (though to their great 
grief) (Which Heathens do abandon j who 
although they retain not the knowledg of 
the true God, yet a Deity they own, ^ena. i . 
5- In their fear, they cryed every one to his 

God, 



That Cod is one. 
^od, and Nineveh acknowledged the true 
Ciod,7o«i2.5 8, SoNcbuchaamzer^ Dan.^ 28. 
and Darius, chap. 6. 25, 26, 27. So thac 
God IS, is a truth univerlally acknowledged, 
and that in him we live^ move^ and have our 
Beings acknowledged by certain of the Hea­
then Poeu, A'd. 17. 28. 

And « its neceflary for every one to be there 
cftabliftied in this truth, that there is a Gcd, ''^'y"' 
fo likewife that there is but one God,and not 
a plurality of Gods; as the blind Idolatrous 
Heathen imagine, although in this one God 
there is a plurality of l i t l c f , and varieties of 
difcoveries, properties, and operations; Y^t 
1 dare not fay of pcrfons, or (.lifting fub-
fiftings C as I may fpeak more unto in its 
place ) yet to us there is no other God but 
one, Dsut. 6.4,. Hear O Ifrael, the Lord our 
God is one Lord. Eph. 4. 5, 6. To US there is 
one Lord, one Faith, one Bafti[m,one Cod and 
Father of ally & c and only one, that, is one 
and no more, I p . 45. 10, n - Before f»e 
there WM no Gsd formed, mtther jh^" fJ^'J" 
be after me 5 / , even J am the Lord, and 
fides me there is no Saviour, chap. 45 '5 ' 

the Lord, and there is none clfe, there tsno 
Godbe[,des me, chap. 44 » ^ 
be fides me, yea, there is no God, 1 know not a-

. wy. So that thonah there are, that are called 
Gods, many, yet % us there is hut one God, &c« 
I Cor. 8. 5, 6. And who amongJt aH that are 
called Gods, are hke unto him, Mic. 7. 
48. 

B 4 « . What 



I . Wlut 
did IS in 
his Nd-
tH'e and 

What God is '. 
i.Wh,it 1. What this God is, and truly be is s 

^odis. myltcry; and if his people trenihle at his 
Word, how much more ought we to have 
trembling thoughts of his unfearchabie Be­
ing, an^ in this he is an invifible myltery,fuch 
a one whom no man hath feen, nor c^n fee; but 
in thinking and fpeaking of him, we roufl 
think and fpeak of him as he hath difcovcred 
himfelf unto us in his Word, and by his 
Works, and the fecrct teachings of himfelf 
thereby. 

I . What he is in his Nature andEffential 
Being, i . Heh a Spirit, Joh. 4.24. Godii 
a Spirit, &c . 3 A holy Spirit, Lev. ip. 2, 
J the Lord jour God am Holy , and chap. 20. 
26. I the Lord am Holy , Pfal. 22. 3. But 
thou art holy, O thou that inhahiteji the praifes 
*/Ifrael, Pfal. 99. 5, 6. Exalt the Lord our 
God, and worfljip at his holy Hill, for the 
Lord our God is holj,Wt is moft holy, 1, Sam. 
3 2, 7here is none holy as the Lord, SiC. 

3. He is in himfelf an infinite, unfearcha­
bie, incomprehenfible, eternal, and glorious 
Spirit, whoi« in, and of himfelf, and gives 
Being to all things; therein is he differenced 
from allCreated Spirits and Powers, whether 

• of Angels or men, Firft, in that he is inf i ­
nite and incomprehenfible in his whole name, 
a. In his Eternity. 3. In his Power and 
Wifdom in Creating and upholding all things 
ky the VVordof his Fower. 

leittT ?• '̂̂  ' i ' * Name and Attributes, 
Nnme ^f'"'"'' are many, and all thereby to make 

^niAitri- himfelf known to his people, that they might 
learn es. 



What God if.^ 9 
learn to fear before him, believe, love, obey 
binn,and truf t in hira;as Firft,His Power and i - ifn. 
Allfufficienty, he hath let us to know that he 
IS an Almighty One i Cen.ij.i. He faith to 
^braham (that not only ty^braham himfelf, 
but all his Children might know i t , and be 
encouraged} / am God Almighty, or exsf/-
pifficiem i walk^ before me, and be uf right.. 
I ' a l . 6%. I I . God hath fpokcn once, txvtce 
have J heard this, that Power belongeth to God; 
hence he is called the Almighty, PfalM. 14. 
^ hm the Mmighty fcattcred Kings , &c. 
I that dmllelhin thefccrct of 

the mojt High, jhall abide under the (badow of 
' Cor. 6. 18. Rev. i . 8. 

and this the Prophet JDavid wonderfully de. 
icnbcs in his Thankfgiving , i chro,u 29. 

Thine O Lord is the (jreatnefs, and 
the Power^ and the Glory, and the f^iUoryt 
mdthe Majefty, for all that is in the Hea-
'^tn and in the , Earth is thtne , thine is the 
i^mgdom O Lord, and thou a t exalted as 
titad nbove all ; both Riches and Honour 
'^^"'"^ of Thee, and thou %cigncfl over all, and 
tn thine hand is Power and Aiigbt, and in 
thine band it is to make great, and te give 
ftrength n»to all: A great Comfort it muo 
Chriltians ihat they have fuch a great A l ­
mighty, and AU-fufficiem God, abUnodo. 
tor them what-ever they need; they may fay 
as 2 Sam. 22. Godis my ^strength and 
Power, he mal^eth mj way pa feci, and aŝ  

118. 6, I he Lord is on my fide, f will/ 
^">pfear-nhit( tnan cm do mt^ me / and that 

becaufc 
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becaufe this (jodis our (jod for ever attdevert 
he will be our guide unio death, and let it fi-
lence and {till wicked men for ever. Woe 
to them that God is fuch an Almighty one, 
able to deal with, and bring down all his, and 
his Churches Enemies, ETira %, 22. The 
hand of our God is upon all them that feekjoim 
forgood^ but his Tower and his Wrath is 4 -
gainfl all them that forfake him, Pfal 66. J. 
He ruleth by his Power for ever, his ejes be­
hold the Nations, let not the Rebellious ex­
alt themfelves. 

9. Mis 2. He is Omnifcient as well asOmnipo-
Wifdom. tent he is moft Wife, fee both 7'fal. 147.5 . 

Great is our Lord, and of great Tower^ his 
ZJnderftanding is Infinite, ira.40. 28. There 
is no fettrching of his Underflanding ; wie may 
and muflfay'^as Pfal. 104. 24. O Lord how 
manifold are thy Workj I in Wifdome haji thou 
made them all; all Wifdom, and Counfel, 
and Strength is in him, Vrov.^. 14. Coutt-
fel is mine, and found Wifdome^ I am Under-
flanding , / have Strength ; comfort for 
Chrillians, that their God is fuch a God of 
Wifdom and Counfel, he knows how to de­
liver his people in time of need, 2 Pet. 2. p, 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the Godly 
out of temptation, and to re ferve the unjujt un. 
to the day of Judgment to be punijhed, and this 
Wifdom is all in Chrift, and for his people j 
Who of God is made unto us Wifdom and Righ^^ 
teoufnefs- &c. he is Wifdom to us, and 
Wifdom in us; he giveth Wifdora to his peo. 
pie, trov. a. 6 ,7 . for the L-ord giveth Wif­

dom, 
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ij , dom, out of his month ,<ometh KnoVfledg and 

Vnderfianding, he layeth inp found Wifdome 
,, jor the Righteous, &rc. fee chap. 3. 15, & 2. 3, 
V ^''S- I " a word, God is Infinite in his 

• i VVifdom, and his VVifdom is exercifcd fo r , 
and in behalf of his Church, efpecially on the 

*(,!' k' t^^w-Covenant account, in the Gofpel o f 
I Jjji; Salvation by Jcfus Chrif t , which is called the 
r j manifold Wifdom of God, and excrcifed in all 

hisworfcsandwayes. 
, (/' 3- He is a Holy God, Infinite in Purity, j . ne 
Jy Perfedly holy, fuch a osie, with whom Ini-
f quity can have no fellowlhip , for God ii 
J Light,and^in him is no Varknefs at alt^ 1. Joh. 

5- therefore, let no mm fay when he it 
y i ^'^"'Vt'd, that he is tempted of God, for God 
| M , '•^"not he tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
f A ^''"y "''^Wvjam. I . 13. No , he is a Holy 

' ^ o d , moft Holy, infinite in Holinefs I f a . 
° - 3 ' the Seraphims cryed one to another, 

•Iff ^"'^J*'^' j^oh^ Holy, Holy, is the Lord of 
1 if Hofls, the whole ^ Earth is fuU'ofhis Glory ; 
M and this holy name in this Scripture is attr i-
f j \ buted unto Chrift , who was to fill the Earth 
^(jji, with the Glory o f the New - Covenant 
) ,(i Grace , foh.i2.^i. Thefc things faid Efaias, 
f f whenhcfaw his glory and fpa^ of him, i.e. 
I ' i p f C h n f t , as is evident, a holy God, and a 

holy Lord Jefus, and he will have a holy 
. / Psople,or mne,iPet.1.1^,16. Jts he that hittti 

calledyoH is holy^ beye.holy in all manner of 
i j j , Converfation; becaufe it is written, be ye holy, 
W 1 holy. Cods holincfs ftiould engage 
7 nis People to holi.iicfs, to prize it> and prcfs 

after 
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after it •, for, Holinefs becomcth the Houfe of 
the Lord for ever, Pfal. 95. 5. 

O bleffed Confolation for all New-Cove-
nant-fpirited holy Onec.'their God is holy,& 
loveih holinefs,& owneth all that zreCreated 
after him, in 'F^ghteoufnefs and true Holinefs; 
and will own them in the day of need, when 
i t will be worth a world to be owned by 
him, A^al.^. 17. thoogh they are hai.-d of the 
unholy and profane world, and though they 
mourn in the fence of their owrT^rholinefs, 
knowing that in tbemfelves, i, e. 'ih their fiefft 
dwelleth no good things yet God owns them, 
and will own them when it will be worth 
more than the world to be owned by him. 

But Woe to the Wicked , that God is a 
holy God, and Icwes holinefs; Woe to thofe 
that eftablifli iniquity by a Law, God wil l 
have mo fellowfliip with ihcm, Pfal. 94 20, 
Shall the Throne of Iniquity have fellowflnp 
with thee, who frameth mi [chief by a Law, 
Ifa. 5.12, Woe unto the Wicked, it Jhall be ill 
with him, for the Reward of his hands jhall be 
given him; God is a holy God, and Holy 
and Reverend is his Name , Pfal. 111. His 
Name is Holy, Ifa. 57.15. bis whole name, 
holy in all his Attributes, holy in his Po wer, 
holy in his Wifdom, in his Jufticc and Mer­
cy, c^c. it's all exercifed in a way of holinefs, 
holy in all his Miniftrations: in a word, he is 
as Py^/. 17. Righteous in all hit ways, 
and Holy m all his workj; fo that, as there is 
not, nor can be any unholinefs in him, kf 
there (hall no unholy perfon dwell with 

bim^ 
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5 for without holinefs, no man floallfee the 

^» '^<Heb. and j^gv. 2, 27,, T k r e 
J"«« m no Wife, enter into it, any thing that de~ 

Mc i^A-"^ is a Juii and Richteous God, and \ f f ' 
a h" ^"d^ighceoufnefs runs through ^ ^ ^ - ^ 

n ,s Name, he exercifeth his Power, and ^J^^j^ 
^vudom, and Judgments and Mercy, a" 
*way of juft i te and Righteoufnefs, Z^p- 3-
> Z*'^ mti-Lord is tn the midfl thereof, he 
^'O' ""i'^'i -^nl^Hity, &c. He cannot do Ini-
Nam' ^'^"'•^''•y to his Nature, to hjs 
J ™ M ' - ^ ' " f - 32- 4- Hiin'ork.is perfect, 
Tr t '^'^y- Judgement ; C'cd Of -

and without /niquity, juji andri^ht tS 
is juft in all the Judgments he execut-

r l^Pon his Enemies, iJct;. 15. ?,4-
^arvelous are thy works. Lord god S-

^r&^'y ' and true are thy iv.JU, thou King 
J : v.^. explains what is'meant by the 

! ^ l ' ^ ^ y \ o f the Lord. i.e. hu]nfijudg~ 
° " Enemies, for thy 7udgmerjts are 

and* Heisjuft inall theaffl if t .ons 
wj, , ?'"'"̂ <**ions hs exercifeth his own people 
^tll th " • ^ 55- ''^"^ "''''̂  
ritrht^^^''"'^ght upon us, for thou hajt done 

cv in i *^^^ltcd his New-Covenant mfet-
m ine Way of juftice, for there muftbc 

merr,!""S1 '"^lisNameor Nature ,^but Ws 
mpn? to us in the wav of* Judg-
fied & f K- his juftice muftbefatis--
on of ' ^^^'^y «^omes forth in the faW^ti-
• ^innersihere he is called a ]uft God & a, 

Saviow^ 
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Savidur, Ifa. 45- » i - Jul̂ *̂ y " a Saviour, 
^fc, 9, 9. Fie is fujt, having Salvation, 
Kom. 3- 26. that he might he Jitft, and the 
^iiftifierofbim that believeth in fefus. 1 Joli.i. 
9. Ifweconfefs our fins, he is faithjul and 
]ufi to forgive us our fins J Mercy might 
not come forth with any wrong to Juftice, 
neither fliall Juftice do any wrong to Mercy, 
but fall in with it, and be as truly for the 
right objed:f,or fubjefks of mercy, as mercy 
it felf, Pfal 8$. 10. Mercy and Truth are 
met together, Righteoufnefs andTeace have 
huffed each other, 

_ . 5. He is a gracious and merciful God, it 
aerackl's ^'^ Name, his Nature, to fliew mercy to 
^m-rei- "^^"^ Exoi 34. 6. When the Lord proclaims 
/W God, his Name to Mofis^he proclaimed, The Lord, 

the Lord Cod merciful and gracious., long-fuf-
feringi and abundant ingosdmfs and truth, &c. 
Mic. 7.18. Who is a God hke unto thee, that 

•pardoneth Iniquity, and fajfeth by the tranf-
grejjion of his heruage,becauje he dclightethin 
mercy, to fliew mercy, and to do good to lin­
nets is his delight; he ts good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all hVs works,he maketh 

' the Sun to anfe on the evil and on the good, and 
fendeth rainon the jufi and on the unjuft. Cod 
fo loved the World, that he fent Ins only beget-
ten Son into the world, that whofocver helieveth 
on him, Jhouldnot ferijh, but have everlafiing 
life, J Oh. 3.16. fejHsChrifi hy the grace of 
God did thfie death for tvgry ^^Wj Heb. 
3.9. 

Is 
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I t is wonderful mercy and goodnefsto men, 

that God Oiould find a way to fatisfie his 
Juftice fo far for Sinners , that mercy and 
remilfion of (ins fliould be proclaimed to fin-
Jiers on the terms of the New Covenant, i. e. 

• Repentance, Faith, and Obedience; Teaceoit 
£arth, and good vctll towards mm : He would 
have all the world to know that he is a mer­
ciful God, and therefore the glad tidings is 
to be mblillied to every Creature, but its 
the privil ;dg of his own people, true Belie­
vers, to have a fpecial intereft therein, they 
^re the people of his mercy, and to them his 
g*=fcy hath, and doth abound, Eph. i. 4. 

«f ^od who is rich in mercyy for his great 
^Ve, wherewith beloved when we were 
*lead in fns, hath quickened us together with 
,.^^fiiScc. Tit . 3,4. but after the love and 
^i^tinefs of God our Saviour to man appeared, 
not by works of Righteoufnefs that we have 

one but according to his mercy he faved us, 
of *u ^^^^'''"S. " / Regeneration, and renewing 
tr'K ^"^y ^firit; lo that this glorious at-
y and name of God in our Lord Jefus 
W"t*̂  ^^'^ation , is now raanifeftcd with a 
lia"^ to, and for the falvation of his pccur 
nA(r ' ^'^ ^^^^ wrought them to i t , and 
POUelTed them of i t . Rom. 5, 5. and here 
wy are loo\i„^ f^^ ^^^^y ^^^^ ^^^^ g^. 

Z"u"u-T^^'f''' This attribute of God, 
c o u f " ^'sName and Nature, is full of en-
accetff^*^?'̂ '" P°or Sinners to come in and 
not t n - ^"^'i 'y ^^'^ d=̂ y of roercy, ,an4 

'O iHdg themfel<ves unworthy of Ufe, by 
putting 

1.5 
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putting it from them, a Cor. 6. 2. Beheldf 
now is the accepted time ; behold, now . ts the 
day of Salvation, 113.55.6,7. S^se^ye the 
Jjord while he ma^ be found^^call upon htm whde 
he ii near, let the Wicked forfa^e hts way, and 
the Vnrighteotu man hit thoughts, and let htm 
return to the Lord, and he wdl have mercy on 
him. atii to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardun. 

Its full of Confolation to gracious foulg,' 
that God is a God of mercy, its his Name, 
his Nature, he dclightcth to be gracious in , 
and for the fake of ttie Son of his love: com­
fort in refpeft of fin, he is ready to pardon ; 
if we cenfefs «ur fns, he is faithful and ]ujt to 
forgive us our fins, & c he that confeffeth ana 
forfakjithjhall find mercy, 

Comforc in refpt£t of Enemies in the 
midft of all their opprcflions and wrongs, 
the mercy of God is tbeir fupport in the 
raidft of all their oppreffion,, Pfal. 
why boaftefi thou thy [elf in nrifchief thou 
mighty man^ the goodnefs'of God enaureth al-
•ways ; and likewife the Prophet implores 
mercy in all his diftreffes, Pp/. 56, i . & 
5 7 . 1 . This glorious Attribute of goodnefs 
and mercy in God, will prove dreadful in 
the end to impenitent finners, who ftiU pc"̂ " 
fiit m fin, and will not accept of mercy on 
the terms it is to be had, when they fliall give 
an account "for the abufe of mercy, and be 
everlaftmgly tormented in the thoughts and 
remembrance of their folly and madncfs 
therein, Rom. 2 .4. or defpifefi theu the riches 



Chap. 5.' What God i f . i f 
^his goodttefs,andforbearancc^and Img-fuj^el 

0] '"'"A » ^"t ktioxving that the Goadnefs of God, 
^/ leadcth thee to repentance, v. ^, but ttjtcr thy 

J' /' hardnefs and impenitent he^jrt t eafurefi up 
Vjf unto thy ftlf wrath again ji the day of wrath, 
I ' / and revelation of the righteous litdgment of 
WJ God. : 
Y The fixth Attribute of God* Name, is, his f"'^." 
Jj>) Faithfulnefs 5' He is a faithful Gr)d3 Deut. 7, 

*>. Know therefore the Lord thy God is a l'f;-piii£ 
faithful God,which keepeth CovtHantandmer- Cod, 

fd\ <ir Vtnh them that love him and keep his Com-
| h , mandments, to a thoufand Gsneraciong, i. e. 
t'V Jorever. His Faithfulncfs niall r.ever f a i l ; 

• *or he IS truth it felf, and cannot / je . Tit . i . 
f.i I''' hope of eternal life, which,God that can-
ijiiy ffot lye, promifed before the World began. 

God cannot lye, it's contrary co'his Name 
,j(" and Nature, therefore he cannot do i f , for 

h, he can do nothing contrafy to himfe'f , and 
•n he would have his oeople know ir, that th^y 
l' ,!' - "I'fihc build their Faith and Comfort in his 
! i> Fauhfulnefs, i Cor. t..^. .God is faithful ; 
iJ by whom ye are called lo t'he fcllowjhip of his 
/ l ^""hfiis Chriji our Lord: ch. 10. i j . (fod 
()n " f^^thfiil^y^ho will not fuffer you to be tempted 
i ' } . ''^"^'^'hat ye are able. Sec. Heb. l o . a j . Let 

"-f holdfafl the Profejjion of our Faith, without 
/ / ^^vering ; for he is faithful that promifed, 
Kf^ In aU which Scriptures, with many more ihiC 

. tnight be mentioned, it's more than evident, 
% that God delights to have his people know 
(jj I that he is fa i thful , and to believe the truth 
A ^ thereofjthat is uhderftand,is intended , P f . 
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138. 2. I veill worjinp toward thine holy Tern-
•flff andfraife thy Name for thy loving kind-
nefs and thy truth ; for thou haft magnified 
thy Word above all thy Name : that is, thy 
truth and laithfulnefs in perfomniing thy 
W o r d : though all his Name be magnified, 
and is glorious; yet this of his Truth and 
Faithfulnefs be puts an empbafis upon i t , and 
an excel!ency,as if God would have more re-
fped to his faithfulnefs in his Word than to 
all his Name : not that there is any difference 
in refpedt of himfelf, but for the comfort of 
his people, who are, moft ready to fail in 
their Faith, in his faitbfulnefs in hi* Word i 
therefore, to confirm his people in thi'^ mat­
ter, he lets them to know, that be hath mag­
nified his Word above his Name , i.e. 
whatever of his Name may, (be fuppoftd to 
fail}yet his Faithfulnefs in bu Word Hiall ne­
ver fail, Pfal. 89. 33. to coiifirm us in his 
Faithfulncfs in his Word,he hath given us his 
Word and his Oath , two immutable things 
in which it is impojjible for God to lie, Heb. 6. 
17.18. i f God /hould be unfaithful in his 
Word , he mnft ceafe to be God, it muft de-
ftroy him in his Nam; and Being •, and that 
is it he hath laid fo much flrefs on our Faith 
and Believing, which,lieth chiefly in our 
believing the Truth of God in his Word , 
and living up unto i t , he that believeth not 
muft be damned; becaufe not believing we 
do in our part make him xLy^rJoh.^.^^.Hc 
that hath received ( i. e. believed) his Tefti-
mony hath fet to his Sed that god is true, i 
. - : " Joh. 
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5. 10, He that belisvith nof- God hai'h 

^adehim a Lyar, ei-c,'rio wonder i f unbe-
J'et be the Portion of Unbelievers; fo f tbey 
"lercby do their part to make the faithfifl 
and true God a Lyar. This wa? the Faith of 

<^brahain our Father, Rom. 4. 3. Abraham 
^lieved God, and it wai accounted to hii» 
^"^ "^^hteoufnefs : and indeed all the parts 
of Faith are included in this, of believing 

Ar- '"* '̂̂ ""8 to Juftification, Obedience, 
and_Glory - h'we believe the Truth of the 
iJoftrine of Juftification and Life by Jefus, 
jve believe likewife -the Lordfliip and the 
fJW of Chritt , and cleave to him there­
in, which IS our Judification , or rathct; 

! i u^-'"'?? '̂'̂  '^'^ ^^^P^' ' on which God 
ooth julbfie us: and finding thofe Terms or 
iJivine Virtues of Faith, c^c. wrought in 
MS, we hence conclude ( f rom the Promife o f 
JL-'retothofe in whom it is wrought > our 
T-̂ f-̂ '̂ -̂̂ '̂  therein; and thu-s our interelt in 
î -if̂ e is built on Gods Faithfulnefs in bis 
'Word ; for God would not have his peo­
ple to conclude their intercft in his Grace 
of Life from fancy and imagination, bilt 
f rom his Promifc of Life 5 for whatever 
Faith We pretend unto, i f it b :̂ hot groun­
ded on the Word o f God and his Faithful- ̂ r , ,f 
ncfs therein , it h but Fancy and not Faith, cofs 

This Doarine of the Faithfulnefs of God FaitbfiiU 
affords not only great encouragement to ^' 
believe God in his Word,but likcwife ftrong ^"'l^,„s^ 
•Coiifolation to all true Believers, Hehr. 6- ^.'com-
J / , iS . Wherein God willing more abundant- /srr. 

C a ly 
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/y to Pew mo the Heirs of Vrcm f e , t he m-
trntMiUty of his CoHnfel.confrmeditbj an 
Oath, that hy tm i,rtnntabk thtngs,»« wh ch 
tt nr.a tmtofiible for God to lie, we rtttght have 
(honiconfolation, who have fled for ref uge to 
the hopefet before tts ^ ^ h e ftrong Confo­
lation of the Saints flows from the "Jipo'"^*' 
lity of God to lie,»". e. from the infallibility 
of his Truth and Faithfulnefs : God mull lie 
i f thofe who believe and ob.y the Gofpel be 
not faved, which is irapcffible: and from 
hence it is , that the Saints have not only 
grounds of ftrong Confolation , but like-
wife oi everlafling ConfoLuion and good Hops 
through Grace,i Fhtfl. i6. 

s.Dre/id But Secondly, on the contrary, Gods 
to wwM Faithfulnefs is a dreadful Doftrine to all im-
7o"time P̂ "'"̂ "̂"̂  hardned finnersjit infallibly cuts 
in fin, '̂̂ ^"^ '^ff ^foffi all hope of mercy , and binds 

them over to the eternal Judgment. It's a 
common thing with unrepenting finners, to 
fay,they hope to be faved, yet keep their fins 
and luffs, and never repent and turn to the 
Lord, nor in truth believe according to the 
Gofpel;for true Faith is always accompanied 
with Repentance and Obedience : To fuch^l 
muft fayji 's impoffible for them to be faved, 
living and dyinj^ in an unconverted efiate: 
Dimnatiofi to fuch is as certain as Salvation 
is to fuch as believe aiid obey the Truth : 
they hope for impoffibilities, God hath faid, 
that he that believeth not fliall be damned, and 
fworn that fuch Jhall never enter into his reft. 

r God muft be unfaithful, i f wicked and un-
godly 



Chap. I . If hat God is, * i 
godly men be faved , who fo live and die 
without Repentance; and not only fo , b j t 
the Faithfulncfs of God binds them over 
to a!l the Plagues and Judgments threatned 
in the Book of God : a d'readful word for 
all impenitent (inners and hypocrites, and 
niighi ferve to fright them out of that dread­
fu l eflate. 

7 And finally, all the Names and Titles 7" 
givcn to God in Scripture are fi^mficant, 
and ferve to difcoverhis Nature and Being 
to us as El, God, denotes him to be a ood h 
i trong Lord, a creating, preferving, ruling. Scripture 
governing. Power , 'fehovah, an eternal Self- <tfe/•&«>• 
Being; and gives Being to all things, efpeci-
ally to his Promifes, in fulfilling them, Exod. 
6. 3. / appeared to Abraham , and to Ifaac, 
and to Jacob, hj the name of God yllmighty , 
bat by tny name Jehovah was I not known : 

e. he appeared to them a God,making Pfo-
mifes, but now a God fulfilling Promifes . 
which his Name Jehovah imports: and as he 
Was then Jehovah, a God fulfilling all the 
Promifes rr.adc to Abraham, c^c. relating 
to the old Covenant, and bringing them in­
to the Lind c^l Canaan, fee J^f 21,44, 45. 
and 25. 14, 1^. f(j he is Jehovah flill, and 
will as certainly perform all the Promifes o f 
the New Covenant to his fpiritual Ifrael, i.e. 
all that believe and obey the Gofp^'l , both 
of Jews and Gentiles, Eom. 2. 10. Glory^ 
Honour and Pe^ce to every one that worketh 
good, to the Jew firfi, and alfo to the Genttle : 
and this our glorious God is in all, both in 

C 3 Name 



82 How this one God-jithfifteth Chap.i ; 
Name and Nature, gloridufly infinite, and 
infinitely glorious and eternal, Exod. 15. 6. 
The right hand of the L^ord is become gloriotts 
in pwer^the right hand cf the Lord hath 
dajhcd tn pieces the enemy, 8cc. V. 11. Who is 
lik^ untii thee, O Lord, among the Gods t 
who is iikj unto thee , glorJoifS in holinefs, fear-
fid tn pratfcs, d')ing wonders Dcut, 33.27. 
the Eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the cverlafting armi, 8cc. Jer. «o. lo. but 
the Lord is t he true Cjod, he is the living God, 
and an cverlajting King^&cc. Pf. J?o. 2.before 
the Jliomtatns Were brought forth, or ever 
thou hadjt formed the Earth and the World, 
even Jrom cvcrlajting thou art God. 

g. How this one God fubfifteth, as be 
fubSkth in and of himfelf, and is an infi­
nite, eternal, glorious Self*being, inyifible 
and incomprehenfible. 

Godfub- - So in the Scriptures of Truth, the Father, 
fifliih in Son (or Word J and Spirit is declared to be 
tljfee, Fa- this one God, (o that this one God fubfifteth 
and'hfr in three, Faiher, Son and holy Spirit, and 
%iiiu^ thcfe there arc .one,c»ch of the three is God, 

and yet three is hot one God. 
.1 The Fit' ^- The l^ihcr is God, K.y'«. 15. 6. That 

thcris ye r'/gty with one Mind and one tJ^Jouth glorific 
God. jGod the Father of our Lord Jefus Cbriji. i 

Cor. 8. 6. "Sut to us there is but one God the 
Father, of whom are all things, and Eph, ^.d* 
One God the Father of all, 

v.Tiiefon 3. The Son is God , 45 , 6. w'nh 
tsGid. j^ei;^ ^ 8. But unto the Son, he faith, thy 

Throne.^ 0 Gcd, is for ever mdevert ^ Scepter 
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"IJiighteonfnefs is the Scepter of thy K'H' 

&c. Heb. X. 10. f rom Pfal. ,02. 25. 
^^"^^y ff^e bevinmnq- hafi hid 

t^efoundation of the Earth, and the Heavens 
the mrl^ of thine hands, &c . John i . i . 

« the be (Tinning was the Word, and the Word 
^aswuh God. and the Word was qod. \h. 6. 
f j I ^^^"^phims cryed one to another, and 
}atd, holy^ holy, holy is the Lord of Hop, &c. 
and It Was Jefus Chri l l the Son of God they 
^yed out unto, and called him the Lord of 
"o j . s , and that the whole Earth was full of 
"IS glory. John 12 .41. Thefe things faid 
t.laiai when le faw his glory andfpakc vf him : 
Am n ^ ''''' ^"^ bleffcdfor ever. 
Amen Rom. 9, 5. This is the trtte God and 
eternal Life, X John ^.70 
T.rf',^^^^ ^ ^ ' y Spirit is God, JCh. 3. 3 ths'>'' 
^hy hath Satan filled thine heart to lye to the hfp''">* 
holy Spirit ? V. 4. Thou hail not lied unto men, 
but unto God. And the Lord ttates all Wor-
iliip to be performed in this Name, as the 
INameof the only true God •, Mat. i%- i ? . 
go ye therefore andDifciplc all Nations.bapti-
fing them i„ the Name of the Father, and 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, i. e. in the au-
thonty of that Name, the great Name of 
God. » fa 

But I fliall endeavour to fpeak more . 
largely and dif t inf t ly o f this unfearchable ^Mria 
Myftery, though in this imperfea ftate we /p^rtt'i^ 
never can attam theperfeaion of Knowiedg to this 
herein, but rather believe the truth that ic "^^^'^ 

than underltand how it .is. 1 fear that 
C 4 many 



2, How this orte God^nhfipth Chap.i: 
• niany have been too boldly curious and 

confident in this matter, which is .n ,t felf an 
unfearchabie myftery.the Apoftks,by whom 
(as inftrumen:s) .I's revealed to ^onten-
ted themfe'.ves in the revelation thereof , 
rotcurioufly enauiring into the myltery it 
felf but concludes it to be a myitery, i 1 it-
a i6 . And without controverfie great ts the 
tyjteryof Godl^nejs, God £ 

and the Apottle prayeth for the 
Saints, that they might come to the acknow-
ledotng cf the mjjteryof God,even the lather-, 
andofCbrifi : but we think it fcarce enough 
for the Saints to acKnowledg and believe this 
myftery, but muft come to know how it is, 
and it may be by human diftinftions fo dar­
ken ir, that not one o f a hundred among be­
lievers can underftand; and fome becaufc 
thiiy cannot by rcafop "underftand i t , deny 
i t , and fo lofe themfelves , in the lofs of 
Faith in the knowledg of God, according to 
his own difcoveries in the Word of his 
Grace, . 

That the Father is God, and the bon is 
God, and the holy Spirit is God , is evident 
from the Scriptures beforementioned , and 
might be evinced by many more; and with­
out all arguments the Scripture alone is thp 
ground of our J-aitfi, and that all three muft 
be included iH the unity pf the Divine Na^ 

iThree in ture is a8 clear^ and that not only-, 
on'epya^ ' j . By 'infallible dcduftion and neceffary 
Uble^for.- foril'^Tience from the Scripture which lets 
fjquerce'know that there is notje other God, but 



Cliap.i, in three Terfonsl , 25 ' 
one, then we mult racienaily and rcligioudy 
conclude, that thofc iliree arc ail included in 
this unity of Divine EfTcnce, and is this one 
God, or elfe necef arily nnull own a plurali­
ty of Gods, which is dcftrudivc to that 
,U"ity in Efience. 

2. The Unity in Eflencc in thefc three is f, ' f ; ' ,7/ ' ' 
proved, intheir unity in the Work, both of ^̂ ,7̂  
Creation, Prefervation and Redemption : Crcatien, 
hence the work of Creation is fometimes at- Prefer-
tributed to the Father, fometimes to tlx ^^'J^J^ 
Son, and fometimes to the holy Spirit, thnf"'^' 

1. Sometimes to the Father, Beb. 1.2. iCrrathn 
By whom he alfo made the Worlds(Ut) that is, Amibu-
God the Father made the World", £/?fe.3. 9 '''^l" 
the myttery of the Gofpel there fpoken ot, 
that Was hid in Cod, who created all things bj 
feftts Chrift: here the Creation is attribu­
ted to God the Father. - .. 

2. It is attributed unto the Son, Heb. I . 5/̂ " 
so. Tho^, Lord, in the be(rinmng. hafi laid 
the foundation of the Earth"mdthe Heavens 
are the Workj)f thine hands, which the Apo-
ftle applied to Chrift the Son of the Father , 
as is by the fcope of the matter clearly dif 
cernable", Col. i . i 6 . For by him ( i . e.; 
Chrifi, y^ere all things treated, &c. Job. 1.3. 
^11 things Were made by him, and without 
him was not any thiiig made that was made. 

3. li?s attributed to the Holy Spirit; in ^ , 
the work of Creation it's faid , Gen. i . 2. ^̂ -̂̂  
The Sfirit of God moved upon th^ face of the nt. 
Waters. Pfal. 1O4. j o . Thou fendejtforth thy 
'Spirit and thn arg created, &c. J ob. 26. 13. 

• • • ,By 



i 6 , How this one qodfithfifteth. Chap.i . 
•By his Spirit he hath garnijhcd the Heawnsy 
Scr. and ch. 33. 4. The Spirit of God hath 
made me , all which hold forth unity in the 
Divine Effence . from their unity m the 
Work as we muft unavoidably underftand, 
unlefs we lofe both Rcafon and Religion • 
that when the Creation is attributed to God, 
the one infinite glorious Being, it includes 
the whole three, Fathtr,Son and Spirit, it 
being attributed to each of them apart , in-
fallibly includes the unity of Effence, mthe 
three, Father^Son & Spirit,& thefe three are 
one : and that the three are included m fuch 
Scriptures as thefe, where one is fpoken of, 
yia, 14 I S : That you flianld turn jrom theje 
vanities, unto the livmg God that made Hea­
ven and Earth, and the Sea and all things 
therein, ch. i j . 2i^, God that made the world 
and all things therein, &cc. with multitudes of 
the like Scriptures which include the whole, 
as one in Eftence and Work,though three in 
that unity, or elfe all three could not be faid 
to create the World, ^ 

2 Proved 2. In Prefervation and Redemption, God 
in Prefer- the Father is faid to pre ferve man andbeaft, 
vmon ^ ,5^ and all things are faid to conftjt 
£ h J4*^ ^ - ' M . Col. I . 17. God is frequent-

ly in Scripture called our Saviour, and lo is 
Jcfus Chrift , Tit. 3. 4J6, and the holy Spi-
rit had bis operation, in this work oi Salva­
tion and Redemption, byjefus Chrift cruci­
fied,/^efc, 9. 14. fo that there was and is 
unity and concurrence in every work , 
which proves them tQ be one God, or God 
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to be one in threCj Father, Son and Spi., 
r i t . 
. 3- The Unity in ttiefc three is difcovered 3^'"'^'''' 
«n their unity in the power and authority of 
'^^ Gofpe l , which is to be adminiltrcd inofthL'Otsz 
the name of the father and of the Son and f^el. 
°f the holy Sprit, Mat. 28. i p . unity in 
power and authority declares unity in Ef­
ience and Nature j or unavoidably three 
Divine Beings. 

I fliall yet proceed to fpeak more dif i inf t - ^ ^^^^ 
ly to this wonderful Myftery, and pray the ^i^tinli 
Lord to do it humbly, foberly, tremblingly, difcuveryi 
apd plainly, and according to the word of ^ 
Truth, and I truft I Hall not vary from the 
very plain terms and difcoveries o f God in 
the Gofpel in this matter. 
^ t . God the Father is in Scripture faid to ^̂ ^̂  -̂̂  
oe the Father, and fo diftinguilhed, as feems to be 
plain by the DivincRevelation. rbejatht-r 

- 1 . As he is the original caufe of all things J 
as a Father; 1 Cor^ 8. 6. lo m there is one "J^S^'^"^^ 
god the Father, of whom are all things, '^nd aii,iji„^s: 
yvem him. Worn. 11.39. For of him, and 
through him, and to him are all things, &c . . 
Epb. 4. 6. 0„e Cod the Father of all, who is-
above all, ^nd through all, and m jou aH. 
And on this account'lie is the Father o f the 
whole Creation (as the firft efFedual caufe 
of all) who are therefore faid to be his Of -
fpring; ( .x /a j 17.28, 29. For we are alfo 
his Of-fprmg, forafmuch as • we AT^ the- Of'' = '"^^ 
IpringofGod. 

2. He having, as a Father, brought forth ^n. 
aCrea» 



as How this one God fubfipth. Ghap.i^ 
aCrcwion.as hia Of-rpring, he taketh care 
of aH, and makech provifion for all ai his 
Of-fprin£J, andasa Father. Pfd. 145. 15, 
J6 Jhe Eyes of all watt on thee, and thaugt-
'v'ft them meat in je^jon ; thou openelt thine 
hapd and fatisfieil tiie defire of every living 
thing, 147 8̂  9- '̂ ^^ 
Heaven with Ciouds, andgtvcth to the Beaji 
his food, and to the young R^iVens that cry , 
Mat. 5 45. He maheth his Sun to rife on the 
evU and on the good, and fendeth Ram on the 
tuft and on the unjufi: hence Cbnft teacbeth 
us to pray to God as our Father for daily 
bread. 

g. He is the Father in relation to his bon, 
our Lord Jefus. 1.55- 2"^' ^"(^ ^f'' 
rit jhall Come upon thee , and the power of the 

\fch7ift , higheji (hall overft^adow thee; therefore alfo 
hit Sod-* that holy thing, which Jliallbeborn of thee, 

pall be called the Son of God. John i . 14, 
18. uind the Word was made Flejh , and 
dwelt among us, and wtt beheld his glory, 
as the Glory of the only begotten Son of God, 
full of Grace and Truth, v. 18. No man hath 
feen God at any time (i. c, God the Father) 
the only Son which is in the hofo'n of the Fa­
ther he hath declared him. Rom. 1$ 6; That 
you may with one mind and with one mouth 
glorifie God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jefut Chrift .- Thefc with multitudes of 
Scriptures of like import, prove God to be 
the Father, as relative to Jefus Chrift bis 
Son. 

4. And fo in him he is the Father rela­
tive, 

the Fa­
ther in 
retatitn 

file:///fch7ift
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tive on the New-Covenant account, o f all A in re-
nis New Covenant-fpiritcd people, i.e. true 
Believers efpoufed unto Jefus Chrdt his Son 
by Faith. Gal. 5. 26. For ye are all the /J,^" "* 
Children of God by Faith in Jcfm Chrift : 
John 

*0- 17- Go to my '^Brethren, and fay to 
them, I afeend to my Father and your Father, 
^ c , Rona. 8. 16,17. and thus he is the Fa­
ther oithe whole family in Heaven and Earth, 
Eph. 3.14^ i ^ . w,ith ch. 2. I p. 

5- Andfo in him he is the Father of all ^^/f'p" 
our New Covenant-Mercy, relating both j ; ^ ^ ^ 
to Grace and Glory, 2 Cer. i 3, Ble jfed be nur Nerr 
God the Father of oar Lord Jejus Chrill, the Covmmt' 
Father of Mercies and God of all Comfort, ^^"^'^J' 
* 1 it- 1.9. who hath faved us, and called us 
with an holy Galling , not according to our 
worlds, hut according to his own pnrpofe and 
Grace,which was given us in Chrift Ji fm be­
fore the Worldbegan .- Tit.3.4. but after that 
the Love and Kindnefs of God.our Saviour to. 
wards »ian appeared, 6cc. Eph.i 17. that the 
<fod of our Lord Jefus Chrifi the Father of 
Glory. By all which it appears , that God is 
the Father, relative to all our New Covei« 
nantsmercies, relating both to Grace and 
Glory. 2 jjoff 

2. O f his Son our Lord Jefus Chrift , chrifi k 
who is likewife God of the fame nature, not C < and 
only God over all in Name, but in the D i . f j ^ " " ' 
vine Nature, as before hath been proved , 
JOPJ. I. x'.CoL 2. 9. For in him dwclUth all 
thefulnefs ef the Cjodhead bodily : and is eter» , 
nal, Mich: 5. 2. where it's faid, that his go-



JO jjow this oHe (jodfubffteth Cliap.r; 
ings put have been from of old, from ever-
lafiing. 

jQjtefi. How may we conceive of Chrift 
as the Son of God , and fo God in the fame 
nature, diftinguilhed from the Father, and 

ChyiH the ''^^ ^^'^^^^ ^ 
Sen of Anfvf. I . I underflandj not a Son only 
God in his in the divine nature, (but in the unity otna-
beth Na- t^res 35 Qod and Man ) as is commonly un* 

dtrl tood; what doth this lefs than make 
Jons 'i^t him to be two Sons, one in the Divine Na« 
enc. turc, and another in the Human Nature, by 

Grace of Union; i . One begotten of the fub' 
' fiance of God by an uttfpeakable Generation , 

this is a Son by JSfature.i.The Adan Chrifl , 
or the A^anhood of chrift, which is the Son of 
God by Grace of^erfonul Union, being united 
nnfefarahly to the fer(on of the Son of God, a 
Son by ferfonal Vaion.{^tt Wilfons Scripture-
Diftionary on the Word Son : ) What doth 
this but fuppofe him to betwoSons, one by 
Nature, anoiher by Grace and perfonal Ua 
nion, v^hich feems contrary to all Scripture-
Record of this great Myftery of the Son of 
God. 

B u t i l y . and affirmatively, we are to un* 
derftand , that where-ever the Scripture 
fpeaks of Jefus Chrift the Son of God, it 
intends him as in both Natures, not as two, 
but as one Son, whether it be in his crea* 
ting, preferving, ruling, judging, or faving 
redeeming power, it's always in relation to 
the Unionof the two Natures^ as God.Man 
and Man-God : fa he Was flic Word , and 
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f o he was and is the Son of God.fo not two, 
DUtontiSon. 

For the clearing this, confider firft, that P m / i. 
w/here-eyer Ghri f t i s fpoken o f in the Scrip- /"f* 
ttire astheSon of G o d , and that relating 
to h,s Eternity , i t is to be underftood i n f t ' c 
nis Doih natures, as in lime he was maniftft 
in the Flefl i ; the Divine Nature was God e* 
ternally, the human confidered in the eter­
nal Council as in union, who calleth things 
that are not,as though they were; and with him 
It s all one, there is no new thing with him; 
j u t Chrift the Son of God was fo, and the 
lame relating to the Father from eternity, as 
i r ^ i f ' ' ^ " 1 ^ ' and fo niould we underftand him. 

That he was thus confidered in his both 
natures as the Son of God from eternity, fee 
c° J ^""^o '-f the Iwa<re of the invtfible 
Ood, the firft.born o f eve?y Creature : in 
inis verle and m the verfes before, he i» fpc. 
ken of as God and Man ; for lo he was a 
0^x7^' a Son, a wonderful one, that God 
nouid become Man, and M^n G o d , not 

ny confiifion or mixture of Natures, but by 
perional union of Natures,//bf firfi-bornof 
'^r^^^^'^^tuie'miht eternal Council ; and 
tnai becaufe hy him (as thus born) all things 
mrc created ^ Rev. 3. 14. he is faid to^ be 
the begtming of the Creation of G<fd: ^ 
Wond crful Myltery it is indeed , th'at Jefus 
Ct i r i l t fliould be confidered as in bis*otIi 
^Jatures with the Father from all eternity , 
tne Father, by him manifefting his etcrval 

Power 



jHow thii one God fuhfijiethl ^Chap.i, 
<Poreir and (jodbcad, in the Creation, and 
yet to be made of the feed of Divid according 
to the f/dJJ», when made viiibic in the world 
in time, Kom.\. 3. Gal. 4. 4. thus was the 
Son of God confidered as in his both N i * 
turesfrom eternity , and was the medium 
by which the Father did all his works, and 
without whom nothing was made that was 

nor probably had the invifible God 
manifefted himfclf in the Creation ef the 
world, but in this way by his Son; for by 

•him he wrought all his Work?. The truth 
hereof appears in that the work of Creation, 
and fo of Redemption and Salvation, is not 
afcribed to the Son as the f i r f l mover there* 
in , but to the Father who did all by him : 
as will appear by thefe Scriptures, to which 
all others that aicribe the work of Creation 
to the Son may be referred for light in this 
matter, Vfh. 3. 9. hath been hid in God who 
created all things by Jefus Chrift. He was 
Jefus Chrill: as God»man, fo confidcred in 
the work of Creation, Heb. 1, a. by whom (/. 
e. by Chrift his Son) he Qi. e. God the Fu» 
iher) alfo made the worlds, 1 Cor. 8, 6. but 
to us there is but one God the Father, of whom 
are all things, and one Lord Jefus Chrifl, 
by whom are all things, and We by him, Joh.i . 
^.all things weremade by him,and without him 
was not any thing made that was made the 
Father did it by him, and not without him , 
Col. I , 16, by him ivere all things created , 
Sec, all things vnere made by him and for him: 
and Heb. 1. 10, we may very wdl undcr^ 

ttand 



Chap.i. What God is-^ 3 
ftnad by thefc Scriptures, and it no w h i t dc--
^'•^'cfitQS f rom the Godhead and Glory of 
the Son of God, but i t affords us Light i i i 
this wonderful Myl tcry , 'jolin i . i . i " t^'^ 
hegifining was the Word, the Word Was .with 
Godj a?i4 the Word was God : V c i f i 14. 
the Werd was mads F.lrJJi, and dwelt amofSgJt 
^^7&c, i . e. the fame W o r d and Son cT 
Godj God-roan, was.made Fleflr, ,ViZ. made 
in and cf a Woman-, born God and Man : 
H i m by whom the Worlds were made, andno-
^hingw^zs maie without Flim. • ' 

^ Further, Confidcr Mu-ah 5 2. Out cf 
toee flnill He come forth unto Aie^ that is to be 
Rider in Ifracl, whefc goings farth have been 
from (if old, from EverUfiing : i . C. the fame 
that TX'as borh \i\ Bethlc'/n Of the Virgin, that 
was to be Ruler of Ifracf He i t was whofc 
goings forth were (ro^n cf old, fro;^: Evcrhfr-
. • And Vcrf .4 . He that was to f and and 
ride, or feed in the Ma'jcfiycf the Liirc^.. '-was 
the fame, whcfe going's firth iv.w fi-orn-^f' 
& c . which waAmcf is jeOjs Ghriifc in both 
Natures, God and Maii in one Pcrfon. Jer 
-3-5.6. Pj-ot;.8.14. to 31. The Son 6f God 
IS thc f ime Pcrfon, the fame Wifdom, not j ^ , ^ ^ . 
in one but in both Matures, compared wita ^ , 
Mat.iiAg: Pfal..i:i.6,7. ThyThrone, •'* 
^ God is for ever md ever, the Scepter sf thy 
Kingdahi is^a right Scepter ; Thoiticvcfi'-Ri^h-
teoilj'^efs/and 'hatcfi Wick^&ii-fs ], 'h^jerrfore 
God, cv'efl'tljy God haih daointed thcc whh the 
Oylof Giadncp above thyfeilowsr ^^-^^^^f, 
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high and glorious Defcription of the Son of 
God. yet in his both Natures, Man aS well 
as God : as he was anointed with the.Oyl of 
Cladnejs above his fellows, as he was the Son I 
of God. Hcb.l.i. God hath tnthcfc lafl f 
days (pohn to ta by hi/Son; is i t by the D i - • § 
vine Nature onely? furely I fuppofe tione i) 
w i l l fay fo; but in and by that Perfon which 
was and is his Son the Man Ch rift Jcfus, j< 

Lttks 1 • that holy thing that was born of the V irgm, 
andc3\kd,rheSonofGod. PhiLz-6,7, ii. 
I t was the fame He, thaf was m the form of jji 
God, and thoiiffht it no robbery to be equal With ! 
God, that was made in the form of a Servant. #, 
&c . Surely i t was not the Divine Nature I"'' 
onely, that was not fubje^ft to death, îCĵ  

»,//»* 2. His Name Chrift fignificth Anointed; y 
iV̂ nie there is the Anointing, and the Anointed; 
wm S^'^'^ Divine Nature is the Anointing, the jj j 
•fSames. Humane Nature is the Anointed. And in- f̂ jji 

deed it's contrary to the Divine Revelation 
of this Myftcry, to fuppofe a Chrift or Son H 
of God in one of the Natures oncly, whc- Ji 
thcr the Divine or Humane : Look on the / j 
Humane without the Divine, fo he would f ) 
not be Anointed; or the Divine without the 
Humane, fo i t is the Anointing, not the A- r,!. 
nointed: It's a conception that in i t fclf 
fccms to un-Son him, and un-Chrift him ; 
let no maa put that afunder which God 
hath joyned together, for ashe was Ghrift 
the Anointed, fo was he the Son of God, 

Mat, 



C l n p . i , In three Per fans. 
J -^at.ie.ie. Than art the Chridl the kon of 

f^f tf^e living God. 
\ijf L. 3. Othcrwifc to undcrftand i t , and to ^.E!f, hr 

M import that Chrift is a Son in differing man-
f l . ncrofways^ cither two Sons, one by Na-
ft'i'ji Jy'^'. a"d another by Grace and Pcrfonal 
'P'jii *^"'0"j or one manner of Son before time, 
' / ?v ^"^*':^manner in t ime; ' fo making: 
( V be various, changablc, and new to. 
'y§ '-'Od, as it is to us ^ and fo Chrifts Huma-
•J mty muft be an addition to the Son of God ; 
, / ^ Whereas the Scripture prefcnts us with one, 

i . oncly Son of the Father, God and Man, by 
IV y ^ o m h t made the Work i s , andbyAvhom. 
If it' It all confifts, and by whom he w i l l fave the. 

Wor ld , t. e.. fuch as ftiall be favcd, i Toh» 
y • H - and by whom he wi l l judge the world,, 

U ^7-31. by whom it was the Fathers 
(ill ,[ great and eternal Defign to open and mahe 
M Myftery of himfelf m his times,, 
ri- l , ' ' "^-^- i5>t6 . Even the fame that was ye-

frerdajy and to day, and for ever \ which can-
not be tnic, i f the Sonlhipof Chrift was not 

f 0 the fsmc to the Father at firft, as i t was at 
^14. I ^ f t : . This'feems to un-God him, .and make 

him :li!^g; to: 'jnan", and nbt •eternally the 
Itirne." •• V • •• • •,' > : •. - • 



^5 Ifow tins one God fuhfijhth Chap. 
So that this Truth thus confidercd, feems 

to contradict that common notion of Chrifts 
being the Son of the Father in the Divine : 
Nature oncly, by an Eternal Generation in 
the Godhead onely, which feems lo be an 
un warrant cd expreifion, and that which the , 
Scripture (which is the Divine Revelation 

.•^•^fiil"Truth) is unacquainted with, being 
rightly undeiftood. Permitting the fence f 
o f it own language, i t will appear that all ' 
thofe Scriptures that fpeak of tbcbegettmg ' 
of the Son of God, intends him as he was J 
the Chrift, the Son of the Father in the l l n i - 'i 
ty of Natures, and not in the Dmne Na- J 
turc on ely. John 1.14- I t was the Word ;;ii 

made flejh, that was the onely begotten So?i. 
of the Father, f f d l of Grace and Trttthj be- 'f 
gotten in the Eternal Counfel and Mind of 
the Father, I Per.2,20. and in time, accor- ) 
ding fo purpofe, was wonderfully begotten i" 

Gat.,^.. in the Womb of the Virgin, X / ^ i .31,3 5. (' 
4 . which mull: be underftood in his whole Per-

fon. God and Man, whole Chrift. 1* 
Chrift is faid in Scripture to .be the firft-' (A 

CA'/.'Tî rp tjeeottcn, or firft-born, on a three-fold ac- jS"' 

S l ' , r I. 1-Jc is hid to he the Firft-begotten, or /; 
upon a ' Firft-born of every Creature, Gol. i . i 5. Rev. 
r A ' f e / o / < / j , n d here he licth at the bottom of 
ncc-Ms. -^^^ Creation, as all was made by him. 

2. He is faid to be the Firfi-bom among 
many Brethren, Rom.8.29. and here he is 
prefcntcd to us as lying at the bottom of 

EIc-



i? Cbap.i; what God is. 
f*j fif Election, as the refl were clctfted in him, 

rpif 3. He [sCuldtohc the FirJI-bcgotto! of the 
i l l ' D e a d , and fo he lieth at the botton) of the 

Ji'Hefurre'ifion, Rev.1.5. i Cor, 1 5.20,21,22. 
jiSgt' and to this doth the Apoftlc apply Pfal.z.y, 
5''/ "^^^^^ (trt my Son, this Day have 1 'begotten 
^^•thec, Afts i3.:53, ^ t - j . . : ' 
iti But to finilh this, I fliall draw up the re. 
^"l^/fult inthisIhortConclufion : ihat as the-

Son of God was promiied to come forth, 
jiCjt' and did come forth in time, fo was he con-
ii«*')lf fidcved by and with the Father before time : 
•iiiy.,But he was promifcd to coine forth, and did 
9^'|f coiue forth God and Man in time ; Thcrc-
jyVfore he w is fo the Son of God before time, 
j | j Avhich hath b:-en fully cleared; Yet I adde 
wf y^hn 16.30. & 17.8. or elfe he was 
J f not ycfterday, and to day,the fame for ever. 
( 1 / Further, As we are t •> underftand him al-

v^ays to be the Son cf God in both Natures, 
W foarewe to underftand him to be the Son 

•of Man in both Natures, God-Man, as Man-
God, God and Man in one Perfon, fo that 
the Son of God is the Son of Man, and the 
'•ion of Man is the Son of God, Mat. 9. 6. 
'that ye may hjiovo that the Son of • Man 
hath power on Earth to fore^ive (ins, John, 3. 
i 3. Hence his Blood is c iWcd: The Blood of 
^'•'od. A d s 20.28. -And that God laid down 
his life for m, i John 3.16. Yet the Divine 
^̂ nd Humane Nature remaining diftinA and 
^mmixcd, though in the Uni ty of Pcnon, 

D 3 One 
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l/ow this one God juhfijlcth Chap.i. 
One Man, One Son, truly God, and truly 
Man ; yet Relative Properties and Opera 
tions diftincfl, as to the Divine and Hunxane 
Nature, at leaft in the time of his Humi-
hation. 

tm h-' Thirdly, Touching the Divini ty of the 
,„g \be Holy Spirit, that he is God, as I faid before, 
Vivmhy is of God, and is God : This is evident 
of̂ ffcy fc- in the Scriptures : He is joyned in with the 
^J/'^^f""- Father and the Son in the Work of Grea-

' tion, Gcn. i.z. Joh z6. 13. and 33.4- In the 
work of Teaching, Prophefying,Convifling, 
Converting, it's all applied to the holy Spi­
r i t , Joh/t 14. 26. I Cor. 12. 7. to I I . 'j'obi 
16. 8. 

The holy Scriptures declare the holy Spi­
rit to be of God, and therefore God of the 
fame Nature, and is the Efficacious EfFetfl:-
ing Power of the Father and the Son, the 
jFather is the Fountain and fir/f Caufe of al! 
things, it's he of whom are all things; the 
Son is the Medium, or Arm by which it is 
effefted, for whofe fake it was done, and by 
Whom it was done, hy whom are all things : 
•The holy Spirit is the EfFedting Power, ac-
compliOiing what he purpofcd in and by his 
Son, as the W a y ; hence the holy Spirit 
IS called in Scripture, The hand of God, Job 
26.13. Pfal.139.5,10. Ifa.50.2. and 59.1, 
The finger cf God, Exod. 8. 19. & 3 r. j g, 
Dcut.p. I o.Luk. T1.2o.with Mat. r 2.28.r/;ff 
Power of Gdd, Luk. i . 3 5- & 24. 49. with 
-/STi. I 8.r/?f breath ofGod,T[, 3 3.6-Job3 3.4. 

^•''^ •—• •• • • And 



Chap.I. in three T'erfans. 5P 
And this is the Spin't of the Father and 

^ /^"^ and IS Omnipotent, Omnifcient, 
y'i'U II ^ ' ^ " 'P rc f tn t , this Spirit is in the Fa-

^"^ ^^'^ ^"^ proceeds from the Fa-
4 / t^^randthcSon, > ^ « - i 4 . i 6 , i 7 , 2 6 . & i 6 . 
I** ,( ^""^ >s the Gonvincing,Gonvcrting Power 

A ^ p d , the Teacher and Comforter o f hi& 
People. 

M . ^V^etcas fome fay that the holy Spirit is The orin-i 
Mi **-'';:^^t^utc, a glorious Created Spirit, and on >hat 
/ / i there is no ground in Scripture for h^'j> 

U S h ™ S r " ° " ' ^ - r - - ' 
Wi D ordinarily rcndrcd, arc, 
f j f. t^ecaufc he is faid in Scripture to be 
^iJ, ^ i;_y P^ffef^ afjd the Son, therefore fub-

! • 3ed to the Father and the Son ; and muft be 
Creature, for greater is he that fends, thafz 

he that is font. 
• I anfsver. He may be faid to be fcnt of 

f j ' God, (and fo is Ghrift the Son) and to be 
Ai J f^'^ic^a to the Father and the Son, yet one 
m in the fame Nature and Eflcnce ; his being 
. rf' J,}' m Office and W o r k fub jca , no whit dero-

gates from his Div in i ty : All the Anions of 
a man follows the Underftanding and W i l l , 
o f which the Head and Heart is the feat ; 
yet the Hand works what the Head and 
Heart dire<as unto ; this argucth not that 
the hand is not cftbntially of the fame body, 
becaufc fub j e f l to the head, neither doth i t 

^argue inferiority (though fubjeaion) 
fence or fubftancc, but in office and work-

D A For 
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for every Member of the Body is of the 
fome, though every Member hath not the 
fame Office and W o r k y yet all are gover­
ned by the Head and Heart, and fliall be 
ofth? iarne in Glory to eternity. I mind 
this lev/ comparifon, v/hich Reafon can 
reach , to illuilrato, this high and divine 
My^lcry by, of Farhcr,,Son and holy Spi­
r i t , God may be, and is faid to be, the 
Head,' i Cor. 11.3. and 3. 2 3. and the Son 
i m y be faid to be the Heart of God, fee 
ihtit rr.^is (and is) i/-' the lufom cf the Father, 
•John I . i8 . and came out from God, 
Joh. 16. 27, 28. the holy Spirit the Hand 
by which the Head and Heart worketh and 
accomplifhcth al l ; as I minded before : yet 
all tlu-ec in unity of Naturc,Will andWork. 

2 Ilcafon, becaufc It's f l i i d h e fliall not 
fpeak of himfelfj C'̂ f. .this fljcwes him not 

I ' to be God. ' "•. 
J t v ^ c t ^ ^ * .ŷ /:'/JV. This is not fpoken by Chrifl: to 

'^z'^ declare the Spirit not to be God , but to 
^^fwti^^ diii-inguifli the Spirit of the Father and the 

Sen from all falfe Spirits^whctber of Devils 
or Men, that as the Father hath honored the 
Son, and will have a/l men to honour the 
Son, even 'as they honour the Father^ Joh. 5', 
23. fo it .is the Office and Work of the 
Spirit not to fpeak of Himfclf, ( o r of the 
Father either) diftlnfi: and without the 
Son ; but to'bc opening the Myftcry of the 
Father aud the Son, the g o o d w i l l of thĉ  
Fiitherih the Son, tofhcw Jcfus Chrift un­

to 



Cbap.i, in three Terfons. 
to us ; becaufe hs is the Way, the Truth'and 
the Life, Job. 14. 6. I f our Teaching be of 
the Spirit of Chrif t , i t opens Jefus Chrif t 
unto us , and the Myf tc ry of the Love of 
God in him, the Pardon, Peace, the Li fe 
and Salvation which is in him, i Cor. 2. 
12. JSfow \vs have received not the Spmt 
which is of the World, hut the Spirit 
which'is of God, that wc might know the 
things that are freely given m of God : hut 
fahe Spirits fpeak of thcmfelves, and ex­
alt themfelvcs, and in fomething or other 
defigncdly derogates, f rom Chrif t , and the 
Salvation that is by him. 

In this Anfwcr note thefe two things : 
I . In that he fpcaks not of h imfc l f , but 
llicws lis the things of Jrfpu Chrifl, things 
to come, ». f, the Salvation to come, tbar 
w to be obtained by our Lord Jcf-M Chriji 
With eternalGlory : i t is fo'far from proving 
him not to be of God, that it indeed proves 
him to be God , and one in the fame W o r k 
wi th the Father and the Son , to exalt the 
Son as the Father hath. ' 

And 2ly. That he is in this, by our Lord, 
clearly difcovcrcd to us in way of diftin-
dion from all falfe Spirits, who exalt them­
felvcs, and not the Son of God, and 13 the 
fpecial charadcr, or difcovcry of the diffe­
rence between the Spirit of God in its 
Workings and the Spirit of the W o r l d , 
the one exalts Chrift our Lord and Savi­
our, opens him and the Myftcti«-'s of Lite 



ffow this one Cfod^fubfijieth. Chap. I 
by h t m , the other leaves him out, fpeak^ 
of i t felf, and exalts its felf without him* 
and this is indeed the Spirit which is not 
of God, or of Chr i f t , what ever perfons 
pretend unto in this falfe felf-exalting and 
Chrift-abafing Spirit. , . . . ^ . , , 

3 Reafon, Becaufe the Spirit is faid to 
hear, to have a hearing property, what he 
tlaS hear that he fmll/peak,, 

Anfw. I .Hearing in i t felf is no argument 
to prove the Spirit not to be God; for God 
in Scriprure is frequently faid to hear, 1 / . 
6«. 2. jer. 8.6. . ^ 

2. Hearing in Scripture-fenfe imports 
Underftanding, Mat. 13. ^ 3 4 - <o ^̂ ^̂ ^ by 
Hearing (in that faying of Ghrift) we ate 
to undcrftand,is meant, the Spirits U n ­
derftanding and Knowledg, of the depths 
of the Myfterys of Salvation that is by 
Jcfus Chrift , and to be opening that to the 
Saints, i Cor. 2. 10,11, 12. 

4. Becaufe i t is faid, that the Spirit ma-
keth intercefton far the Saints according to 
the Will of God , therefore not God. 

Anfw. The word properly muft be un­
derftood, in us, Rom. 8. 26,27. the fcope 
o f the matter explains its fe l f , the Sptrtt 
helpeth our infirmities: this is the way of 
the Spirits interceffion, by helpmg our 
infirmities, withfighs andgroans.vphtch can­
not be uttered rationally : this muft be in 
us . and this futes with the Scripture in this 
cafe, Jude v. 20. praying in the holy Spirit, 
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fo that the Spirits Interceflion for us , or 
in and by us, is by helping our infirmities 
both in matter and manner, according to 
the W i l l of God, ZfcA-. 12. 10. Chrift our 
Mediator is our Intcrceftbr for us , and 
the holy Spirit is our Interceflbr in and by 
tis, helping and afTifting us to pray for fucn 
things as wc need, and in fuch a manner as 
we ought, fo that all thofe Titles given to 
the Spirit in the Scripture, and thofe Works 
afcribed to him relating to his Ofticc and 
W o r k in the God-head, no whi t derogates 
f rom his Union in the fame Divine Na­
ture, or eternal Exiftency in and wi th the 
Father and the Son. 

That there is any perfonality in God, or 
three Pcrfons in thcDivinc Effence is a Lan­
guage I do not yet undcrftand, is made 
"fc of in the Scriptures ; therefore I avoid 
the terms, though I am not willing to quc-
ition, or doubt, but that thofe who ufc i t 
(who are godly, and underftand what they 
iay) do i t thereby to exprcfs the Truth ot 
the Scrijiturc-diftinftion in the Trinity, 
that there is Father, Sort and Spirit in unity 
of Nature, and is but one God, the word 
I'erfon being not at all , as I know, given 
either to the Father or holy Spiri t , but 
to the Son, as God and Man in one Per-
Ton. • •• , 

And this T r u t h , i.e. a plurality in one 
jnfmite and eternal God is clearly to be f,„„ 
proved f rom the Old Tcftamcnt, even the old 
, • f • f rom tfft«rncnt 

, -• t y • 
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f rom the Creation, and that probably in 
more clear and God-lilcc Terms of D i ihn -
« i o n , than Perfons, which probab y the 
tearncd have avoided for fome (at lead 
fuppofcd) good Reafons, on which account 
I ftall at pJ^fcnt fay no more onely prefent 
to thofc that underhand, Gen. i . i . with 

"^'Thc fum of all is this, That God is One, 
Eternal, Infinite, Subltcntial Bcmg, diitin-
guifted into Father, Son, andho'y Spuit, 
and in all there-are Divine and D''^^^)^,^^^^^ 
lative Properties and Operations yet in aU 
no one wills, no onx: adts,w.thout the othei, 
Ge,7 1 1,2,26. Hcb.i.2..7oV ^^-A-

rhenn^ Thus have I given a brief Difcovcry of 
Mm. my little, little Apprchenfion ui this great 

and wonderful Myftery of all Myfteries, 
whom rightly to know, is Life Eterna!; a 
Myftcry not too curioufly to be pried into, 
but in the plain Demonftration of his own 
W o r d , and I am fure i t wi l l remain a My­
ftery ftiU. This I believe is necelHiry tor 
every Chriftian to believe in this matter, 

• That there is One oncly True God, and that • 
this True God is One in Eilcncc and Na­
ture; and that the Father, Son, or W o r d 
and holy Spirit, is this True God 1 " J ^ : 
fus Chrift in his both Natures, Dr^tnc and 
Humane, is the Son of God; rhcfecond 
Mm is the Lordfom Heaven, i Cor. i 5.47. 
And that the holy Spirit is the Out-goings 
and EfFcding Operations of God, and fo is 

" ^ God 



O'ao.l.^ in three ferfonsl ' 4'"g 
God of the fame Nature, the Enlightcncr, 
Con"jn:.cr. Converter, .Sindifier,_ Strcng-
thencr and Comforter ,of the Saints, in 
and by the means appointed for that end, 
». r. the W o r d of Truth, and Doctrine o f 
the Gofpcl . 

Fourthly, Where this glorious God is. ^ j ^ ; ^ ^ ^ ^ 
1. He is in all places by his Spirit, Pfal. 

1 30.7. Whither jballlgo jhm thy Spirit, and 
whither jhall I flee from thy pnfcnce ? See 
V e r f 8 , 9 , i o . Frov.i 'i.l. The Eyes cf the 
Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good. zGhron. 16.4. The Eyes of the 
Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
£arth, to fhew himfelfflrong in behalf of them 
whofe Elcart is perfetl towards him. And as 
he is by his Spirit every where : So, 

2. His Paternal Prcfcnce is in Heaven, ood the 
his Glorious Majcdy, for we muft believe F<ixhor ^ 
God-to be a Subltantial Being (not an Airy nHeitver^ 
Fancy, a Nothing) and fijch a Subftantial 
Being as the Scripture declares him to be ; 
yea and infinitely beyond all Verbal Decla­
ration, or FIrart-Con:cption; that He »s 
fiich an One whom no man hath fccn nor 
can fee and live, fuch a One in his own Glo­
ry, that if he {hould difcovcr l-imfei-to the 
World., would delh-oy it at once, for no 
man hath fccn him or can fee him.' 'Tis 
true, Jefus Ghrift his Son is the Drightnefs 
of his Glory, and the exprcfs I'^age oi his 
Subftancc, i-ieb.i.^. But the Glory oj the 
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Father is a hidden Glory, and by the Son 
the Father hath been and ftiall be revealed 
in His Times, i T im. 6. 15, 16. And, 
Heaven is his Throne, and the Earth his 
Footjiool. 

That the glorious Habitation of God is 
in Heaven, is clear from Scripture-Revela 
k t ion , that whiles the Son was on Earth, 
the Father was in Heaven : John 20.17, 
•fouch me not, for I am not yet afcended to my 
Father-, but go to my Brethren, and fay to 
them, I afcend to my Father to and your Fa­
ther, to my God, and to your God. And 
Chrift teacheth to pray, Our Father which 
art in Heaven, &C. Alatri6'.g. 

And the Heaven where , the Glorious 
Majefty is, feems to be above all Crea­
ted Heavens, in the Increated Heaven, 
his Eternal Habitation : For as God is 
Eternal, fo He muft have an Eternal 
Habitation : Which is the Heaven into 
which Chrift our Lord is Afcended to 
the Right Hand of Power and Glory^ : 
Efhef. 4. 10. He that defcendcd ^ ts t:je 
fame that afcended Hf far above all Flcii-
vens, &c . The moft Glorious Heaven, 
and Eternal Habitation of G O D , far 
above all Created Heavens, is cal­
led. The High and Holy Place where He 
dwells, Ifaiah 57. 15. pfal. 8. I . Thou 
haft fee thy Glory above the Heavens, u e. 

the 
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the Created Heavens. Pfah^ 113- 4> 
5, 6, The Lord is High above all iVa-
itons, and his Glory above the Heavens : 
Who is like unto the Lord our God, Vnhm 
dvpelleth on High, veho hnmbleth Himftif 
to behold things in Heaven and Earth 

c. To behold things in his Created 
Heaven and Earth : W h o is faid to hum­
ble himfclf to behold things in Hca^-
ven and Ear th , that i s , Becaufe the 
Created Heavens and Earth are all i n 
the Fallen State, by reafon of the Sin 
and Fall of Man : Therefore God dotk 
greatly humble himfelf in looking after 
the Heavens and Earth in the Fa lkf l 
State. 


