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Of the Holy Scripture,  Chap.z,

e

C'HAP. I

Of she Holy Scriptares: That it is the

" Divine Word and w:ll of God, pro-.

wed by many Divine Arguments,

{hall now proceed, to prefent: fome
grounds to prove the holy Scriptures to
be the Word & Will of God, the holy and
vine Truth of God , it being a” matter of
concernment for Chriftians to be eftablifh-
“ed ‘in, next our believing that there iy a
God, ‘and indeed we cannot favingly be-
lieve that God is, unlefs we believe tlie
Truth of his Word, that it is the Divine
Revelation of his Will; relating both to
matters of Faith and Prattice, inorder to
our {piritual and eternal well-being. And
(I truft) I thall propound feveral weighty
and undeniable grounds for Confirmation
of Faith, inthe Truth and Divinity there-
of. :

~“And, the rft fort of Grounds [ fhall pre.

fent are fuch asarifeth from it felf, that .

we may fee its own Witnefs full of all fuf-
ficiency to prove its own Divinity.
1. Its Divine Purity proves it to be of

God, who is molt holy; it treats abour,

prefents us with, and calls us to , Holinefs
and Purity; it allows of no uncleanefs,

0o




Chap.a, Of the Floly Scriptures.
0% impurity ; it's that which is above Men
F Devils to bring forth, who are filled
With all uncleannefs 5 it isa pure Word, a
holy Word, a God-like Word, a Word
that g unholy perfons do hate, (becaufe
they hate Holinefs) what ever théy pre-
tend to the contraryin wotd, yetin deed
they hateit, and wifh there were no fuch
Word to condemn “their Unholinefs ; 4
Weord that the Devil hates ; and that is
it he fo much endeavours to deflroy the
Faith of Men therein: Holinefs and Puri-
ty is that which is contrary to_the natural
inclinations both of Men and Devils : thi¢
Truth of the Scriptures Purity; 4dll holy
ones muft and do acknowledg; and this te.
ftimony it bears of it felf in the general bo-
dy thereof, that who fo runs may read it ¥
kt forbids & condemns Sin , It commands
and commends Holinefs, and dire&s unto
1t 5 butfee fome particuldr Texts of Scrip-
ture, that confirms this general Witnefs;
Lfal x2.6. The words of the Lord are pure
Words, =5 S itviey risesl in 4 Frirmidte of Earth;
1% ified fiye, times. Pfal. 119. 140. Thy
Word is very pure , therefore thy Servan:
loveth it - it‘commendcth.Holincfﬁ I’ffz/f‘
93+ 5. Holinefs becomerh thine Honfe ; O
Lord, for ever : it teqcheth Holinefs, Efisl:
34. 711512, 13, 14, it commandeth Hols:
nefs; 2.Cor. T lal P ey, 1 as N 5’.' an‘d_l“cm
Provesand condeming both Sin and Sinners;
1 Coriong;10. Plal,y 1.5,6.and 917! Rewk
o E O 22:19°




Of tke Holy Scriptures. Chap. 2y

227 15. it is a holy, pure Word , and
therefore of God.

- 2. Its Divine Powcr witnefleth it to be
f};n{”P:g,: the Word ‘and Truth of God, or rather
e the Livine Power of God attending it,

and manifeftin it, and by it, in renewing
and begetting Souls to the Faith, and to
work dead Sinpers into a Conformity to
it felf , 7. ¢. the Truth and Holinefs there-
in contained ; Foh. 17. 20. Neither pray I
forth:[e alone, but for them alfo which [ball
belicve on me throigh their word : 1. c. the
Preaching of the Word; or Reading of the
Word, Kow. 10, 17. Examples of the Pow-
er and Efficacy in and with the Word ; fee
Aétsz. 37,41, and 8. 12, and 12. 24. Gal.
*3.2. Fam. 1.18. and common experience
witnefTeth the truth hercof, it's that Word
which-makes wicked men to tremble, Act,
24. 25. and Devils too, jam.2.19. that
vefits Satan, Mart, 4.3, to 11, it's that
Sword of the Spiritbeing exercifed by Faith,
which repels and quenches allthe fiery Darts
«f the Devil and Men, Ephef.6.11,17. 1let,
5.0. Sothat its Divine Power proves it to
be a Divine Word.
3. Isdi. 3. Its Divine Wifdom and Myltery
:;J';; ;hrlf proves it to be_of God, and not of_M;m;
ity buch. is ‘its Divine ,My{{.cry and Wifdom,
that it confounds and brings to noughtall =
the Wifdom of the World, and turns it in- .
to foolifhncfs ; it opensthe Myfteries of the
Wifdomof God in the Salvation of Man

by




Chap,3, Of thé Eloly Scriptwrésl - §4
. by Jefus Chrift 5 which all the WO!“d" m al
'S wifdom could never have thought on,
‘Nay, fucha heighth and depthof Myltery
and Wifdom is there herein, that now it is
rought to light 5 none of themfelves,in the.
- Wifdom of ‘man, can favingly underftand,
165 its that which #omeé of the Princes of this
Werld kzew ; it's fuch Wifdom asis indeed:
fwhﬂjmﬁ to this werld, and the flefhly wif=
om, [ :
This is niot onély witneffed by the Scrip-»
ture, 1 Cor. 1. 19,20, & 2. 657,851 3,1 4.8
3:18,19,20. butunderflood, believed and
experienced by the Saints in fome meafure,
that the Myltery of Salvation by, Jefus
Chriftis the manifold Wifdom of God, Eph.:
3. 10.

4. Its Divine Tendencics proves it to be 4. Irsdia
2 Divine Word. - The matter -at which it b g
aims, and ends to which it tends, wonder=i oz o
fully difcover its nature, andwhence it1$:5 bea 4i-

S, vine wird

i : st A - o As 1.0t 38
Firft, Its Exaltation of God ineall his 4 God-¢ao

Name, and its laying low of the Creature sl o g
Itisa God and a Chriﬁ-cx:l.ltiﬂg \V()l’d,ar}d‘.,fmx—ul:.t-,
aman-abaﬁng Word, a Devil and Sin-dif fing word
covering and condemning Word, and there-
tore of God's for it is not poffible for man,
asman, to bring forth any thing but that
whith will exalthimfelf: But the Seripture;
doth fiot. onely: condemn Sin and Sinners,
but i hyqth low the ]:{ightc()uﬁlf'?fs‘,‘_Y\/‘lf{
dony, Wil and Power of Man in Diving

0 : B 2 thinis's




; Of the Holy Scriptures. Chap.2.
thirigs ; and‘exalts the Righteoufnefs, Wwif?
dom, Will and Pawet of God.
1. The Wifdom, 2. Cor.2.6,7,8.
5. The Will, Fobn 1.13. Rom.12.2. Col.
412, Heb. 10 36. 1Fobn2.17. 1 Thef.

4 3
3. The Power, Fofh.24.19. Prov. 16. 1.
Fer,10.23. Fohn 15.5. 1€07.4.7- Phil.2.13.

& 4. 13-

4. The Rightcoufncfs of God, and lay-
eth low the Righteoufnefs of Man, an
therefore it is of God, /[4.45 24525 &64.6.
I)gn.g_.m;,. Rom. 4.3+ 2 8. 23, 24. Phil. 3.

3 2 S,cgco_ndly, The fecond Defign difcovered
e #1 in Scripture, is, To bring the holy God and
Halre God finful man into Unity again; a wonderful
and finful Defign, both as 1o the Way and Work!
. May this be a Divine or Humane Work,
again,  think you? We were all gone out of the

way, gone oyt from God into a ftate of fin
and death, enemies to him who had power
to deftroy us forever; and the Great God
hath declared in his Word that he hath
found out a way of Reconciliation and
Peace for poor Sinners, and declared it in
this his Word = He hath given his onely Be-
goteen ont of his Bofor, that he might give
his Life and Blood for out Reconciliation
and Redemption, and this is the Meflage
of the Word tous, Epb.2. 13,15, Col. 1.
26, and this was not of Man, butof God,
2 Gor.§.19. God was. in C brift, reconciling

the
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Chap. 2, Of ihe Holy Scriptures.
the world to himfelf, &c. 1 Pet.3.18. Jefuss
C/ariﬂ'gu've leimfelf for s, the Juft for the
Unjuft, that e might bring me to God. This
Was a God-like Defign, which proves the
Word to be of God. '
-~ Thirdly, Andin aword, The defign of 3.7t it
the Word, and of God therein, is to make Z’f}kﬂl‘)fe
us holy here, and happy hereafter, to make a;j batpy
us conformable to the VVill of God here, pereaficr,
that fo we may live cternally with him here-
after : A glorious Divine Defign ! far above
the reach of Humane Reafon, or the VVill
of Man’; nay, its contrary to the V Vill of
Man by Nature, who is fo far averfe toit,
that he refolves not to be hoty , though he
be never happy, and fo judges himfelf un-
worthy of the Life'promifed to thofe that
obey him, Pful.8. 4. John 3.106, 19. Atks
33 .46. 4

5. A fifth Teftimony from the VVord it A si 7i-
felf, is, its Divine Truth, and the Truth ,{fﬂf‘;*nldv'
of God witneffed therein, Fobn 17.17, S F15 G0
étifie them through thy Truth, thy word u
Truth sy this is the witnefs of Him who s
&Uth itfelf, and is the faithful a?d true

itnefs, P(yl.119.160. Thy Werd is true
from the .beg'-/i;}ning? &c. ]’/uy/ 19.9. The
Judgments of the Lord are Truc, and Ri gllr
teous altogether, S

I fhall give fome particular convincing Fiove
Dembnﬁrftions in cox?ﬁrmation of the tr l-lth Ibfrﬁ‘gf’;’:f
thereof ; the Scripture declares the Creation
of the World by the Word of God, with

Liviny E 3 the
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Chaﬁ,z,

¢he manner and order thereof, Gen.1, which
all may fee, and conclude the truth thercof,
if not Athei(ts : The Bow in the Cloud to
be‘afign'of Gods Covenant with all flefh,
Gen.g.1 3. vifible to be feen of all, that God
may be known by his Works which he hath
made, Rim.1.19,20. Pfal19:1, 2. confeft
of all except Atheifts :* That he grves us vain
and frouful feafons, A&s'14.17. ThatHe

OF the Foly Scriptures.

. caufeth the Swn to arife on the good-and oitthe

evil, and the Rain to fallon the juftaid the
unjit, Mat.s.q5. All to be feen & aclhow-
fedged by all: Fulfilled the Deftruction of
Ferufilem, threatned Mat.24.2. Lnk.21,20,
2.4, knownand belicved of all thatdonot
wilfully fhut their Eyes. - All which cen-
firms the Truth thercof. :

See further the Truth as teftified in and of
its felf, and ought to be believed, Gen.15.13.
The affliction of _4brabams Natural Seed
four hundred years, the truth thereof you
may fec Exod.12.40. Gal.3.17, The truth
of all the Promifes made'ta the Fathers, fee
Fofb. 21.44545" & 23.14. Their Babylonifh
Captivity threatned,& executed according-
ly, Fer.17.1,4. & 21.4,7. with theirreturn,
according to the time, and by the perfon
foretold, Dant.g.2. Fer.29.10.1fa.44.28, and
45.1,2,13. with Ezra 1.1, 2. Chrift was
promifed to'be of the Sced of David, and
to be born of a Virgin, and it Yvas fo fulfil-
fed, Ifa.g x4 with Mat.1.23.Gal.4.4. and
that he thould fuffer desth, whith ‘was- ac

i " cordingly
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Chap.2, Of the Holy Scriptuzes.
cardingly fulfilled, Zuk.24. 25, 26+ Aéts 3.
17,18. with multitudes of like examples
that might be named, but thefe are futfici-
ent to the matter in hand, and end intended,
2. ¢. to confirm us in the truth of this bleffed
Word,

6. And finally its Divine  Harmony wit-
nefloth abundantly to its Divinity, or Di-
vine Truth : | fay, its Divine Harmony and
Concurrency with it felf, written by fo
many men in fo many Ages of the World,
atfuch diftance of times and places, and to
hold harmony and Unity with it felf from
firlt tolaft, wonderfully declares it to be
from thatone God that changeth not, and
not from men : For fuch a word to be giving

6. Irs din
vine har-
mony

2 L‘u'f,_)‘
conficms
irs Divie

nitys

forth about Two Thoufand years, fome at:

one time, and fome at another, infome part
was fulfilled what was promifed inanother,
the New Teftament being the fulfilling of
the Old ; [ fay Harmony and Unity in
the Subftance and Body thereof : What
may be fuppofed of difference by fome, 1S
onely in matters circumftantial, but not
material; and it may be their ignorance in
notundt:rﬁunclinfcS wherein the Unity and
Harmony confifts, But the Subftance and
Body of the Scriptures, a$ it treats of and
difcovers God and Chrift, and the Wotks
of Creation and R edemption, what he hath
done for his People in all Ages, and under
all Miniltrations ; what he hath pl‘Oﬂ}lde
“he will do for them, and what he requireth

E 4 hls
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Of the Holy Scriptures. Ch.’lpjz.
his People to do ; and what he hath done

and will do to hisand his Churches Ene-

‘ies, ina word, the Volumn of the Book
treateth, Aeb.10.7. Or of Mans Fall, fin-
fulnefs and mifery thereby, of Chrift pro:
mifed and effeited, and of all things con-
curring to the Redemption & Reltauration
of Fallen Man by Chrilt, in all which is ful-

nefs of Unity and Harmony. :
" And fo much fhall fuffice to be here fpo-

Ken for the Authority of the Sctipturcs own -,

witnefs to its Divinity and Truth.

II. A fecond ﬁV{tnefs is, The Confent

n-fs is the and Teftimony of all the Godly in all Agee
f[‘;“g'o"qflg unto thisday. : :
: 1. The Teftimony of thofe Godly Per-

Ferfons.

fons who writ the ¢criptures,who give their
own Teftimony that it was the Word of the

Lord, and not their own. Amongft the -

multitude that might be named, take thefe
few in behalf of the whole, Gez.12.1 ;2. &
17.1. Exod.20.1. & 31.1. & 33.1. Levig.1.
& 6.1, Dent.35.9. 1 Kings 8.26. Pfal.11g,
o. Ifa.1.2. Jer.1.2. Ezek:1.3. Mark 7. 13,
Fobn 10.35. and the Apoltles confirm it in
the New Teftament, 2772.3.16. 2P¢t.1.20,
o1. & 3.15,16. 1 Cor.14.37-
5 And all other Godly Perfons, both in
the times of the Scriptirt’s being  given
forth in'the Old and New Teftament, and
~inall Ages fince to this day, hath belicved
the Divinity and Truth thercof, as both Hi-

fory
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- ftory ang Experience declares ; elfe ‘'whag
means thejr tajth in, pracice of, and fuffer-
1ng for the truth therein contained, as hath
>cen fo ahundantly demonftrated in all
fAges,
. Andalmoft all men where it comes, muft
all before it, acknowledging the Truth
thereof, though moft of men dare be fo
bold as'to adde their Inventions to it, and -
- Dot to live in obedience thereunto: How
| . they think to efcape the Judgment threat-
ned, it concerns them to confider in time,
Kev.22.8. Jobn 12.48. )

. It muft be from God, and fo be his ;77 ‘1 is
Word and Will made known unto us, be- fium God,
caufe it can indeed be from none elfe. be ""',‘Jf ok

1. It cannot be from Angels alone, either }r“;':n neom’
Good or Bad, : . elffs

r. It cannot be from good Angels, any r. Ir cans
otherwife than as Meflengers of God to ;r?;mb;n-"

eliverit; for. good Angels durft not ak- 276y
fume fuch ap Authority diftin&t from G_o(}, or Bad.
dut as Meﬁ'cngers from God, fo they deli-
VCer part Of’ it) as Dan. Chap.l O, T TyT 2e -
Rev.r.y, : &

Nor 2dly, Could it be given by bad An-
gels, o the Dewil ; it being the holy Word
of Truth, it's contrary to his nature ; he is
f ‘a Liaryand the Father thereof, and an Ene-
i€ “my toall Truthand Holinels, efpecially to
f God, and Chrift, and the Salvation of men,

. Which is’ ¢he fubftance of the.Truth which
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2. It car="-

not 'be

from men
alene, ei-
ther Good
o Bai,
Richor
rb‘arc

Of the Holy Scrz'ptmu.' Chap 2.
is held forth unto us in the holy Scrip.
ture.

z.-It's againft his Intereft and Kingdom,
itdeftroys him in all his ways, and tends
todeliver Souls out of his Kingdom: and
Captivity, and  difcovers his dcﬁru(}io_n
without all hope or help ; and therefore it
cannot be of him.

2. It cannot be from men, no not of any
fort of men.

1. It cannot be of debauched men, of vi-
cious life and converfation, for it abundant-
ly preacheth forth their reproof and con-
demnation ; I need not to mention Scrip-
ture for this, it’s’ fo abundantly knowh ; fo
that none can rationally think that'it thould
be the work of wicked men.

2. Norcanitbea device of great men,
ot the Princes of the Earth, to keep men in
awe, (as fome imagine) though fome fuch
were imployed by the Lord therein, as Ao~
fes, David and Solomony &c. That it could
not -be the device of great men, ' is evi-
dent,

1. Becaufe the truth contained therein ig
a Myftery, and above their reach to under-
ftand it (opely as men) the Grace and Glo-
vy hicld forth therein is a Myftery to them,
1 Cor.2.77,8. -

2. It cannot be of great men, and the
Princes of the Earth, for they throughout
all Ages ‘have been the gteat Perfecutors
of thofe who have owned if, and. in truth

of
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# of heart have cleaved to it : there needs no
Proof for this 3 therefore. no man of reafon
€an magine it to be their device. e
- 3. It cannot be of them, for it difcovers

their fin and judgment as much as of dny
fort of men,

Rev.6.15,16.
Nor 3dly, Can it be the Word of the
Wife men of the World : Becaufe, -
I. It condemns the Wifdom of the

: Folly, and lets fuch to know
that they muit be Fools, if ever they will

i Wifdom of the Seriprures,

Plal.82. Fer.5.4,6. Ifa.30.33.

| bewife in the
1Cor.3.18,19. :
2. The wife men of the World are mo(t

g’y averfe to the Wifdom therein contained,

and as few of themas of any fort” of men
attain to the faving knowledge thereof, and
conformity thereunto, Luk,10.21. 1 Cor.1.
20,26, ’ gy )

Nor 4thly, Cun itbe the Word of Fools
or Madmen, as fometimes Feftus charqu
Padly Atts 26.34. and as wicked ‘men il
account the People of God, who own it,
and live according to ity but the chgvmrc
| difcovers themtobe the Fodls and Ma men

that do not beljeye it, nor walk according
10 it, ‘and they:fhall one day confefs it, Lfal.
64.8. Wifd.g.4.

Nor sthly, 1sit the Word of Worldly
Rich Men : For, s :
_ 11t preacheth their doom and judgment,
Plal.4.16, Mat.19.23,24. L/tl‘\;6-2'4'ﬁ It
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5. It fets/RichMen on Works which
they themfelves are averfe unto, 17Ts. 6.
And well it were if Chriftians that
are rich
berty in this V Vork than they are.

Nor 6thly, Wasit given by Poor Men,
asfuch ; for it holds ¢heir mifery, without
Chrift,to be worfe, infome fence, thanthe
mifer7 of the Rich; miferable both here

o foveafter 5 for all wicked men, both
Poor and Rich, without Repentance, muft

perifh, Luke 13.3,5. and that he that belie-
whether Rich of

veth not muft be damned,
Poor, Mark, 16.16. And that the Canfe of
the Poor mult not be favoured becaufe they

are poor, wore than the Rich, Lev.1g.15.

Exod.23.3. g

Nor 7thly, Wasit the Word of Hypo-
crites or felf-righteous Perfons, for it con-
demns Hypocrites with a witnefs, 47a2.23.
throughout, and 24.51. Luk, 11.44- and
for felf-righteous Perfons, who think to be
faved by their own works, it fhuts them out
both of the Grace and Glory thereof, Adar,

20. Luk.18.9. to 14. Ron.10.3-

Nor 8thly, - Was it the Word of Proud

Perfons: For,

_ 1. It generally requires Humility, it pre-

fers and works Humility ; Humility and
Self-abafing is the very {pirit of the Go-
{pel, Mat.5.3. |
2. And on the contrary it difcoyers the
fin and judgment of all proud pcfohs, I
o “wifh

in this World, werc more fet atli- -
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o with it were more laid to heart, Prov.16.5.

Ifa.2.1 I517. Mal.4.1. :
i, othly, Neither was it Godly Men o

themfelves who writ it ; although it's true,
1t was written by Holy Men of God, as they
Were infpired by the Holy Spivit, 2 Pet.r.a1.
But onely as Godly men it came not from
them ; and that,

1. Becaufe none could be fo go ! af
themfelves as to reach into thofe LJivine
Myfteries of God and Chrift, of Grace and
Glory, as are fo abundantly and divinely
opened unto us therein, cven the manifold
Wifdom of God. :

2. Becaufe none truly gracious durft be-
i the Lord, and fay, The Lord fpake, and,

U8 Thouus [ith the Lord ;. and that thefe things
Wil are the Commandments of she Lord, and yet
Iif Tpeak their own imaginations : therein they
4l ouft be Lyars and Deceivers; which,farbe
| 1t from any who love the Lord,to imagine - *
4 Forit muft be the Lords Word, or the
ol Word of Lyarsand Deceivers, and it con:
demns Lyarsto deltru®ion, If#.28.15. Rev.
gﬁsk 21.27.8 22.15,

G

:‘il’ IV. Andasa refylt from what hath beep . 7

A Pagty 3 g Irnipeartis
0 faid in this laft Argument, Its [mpartiality ;,hf;;

" Proves it to'be the Word of God, and not prves i
{of Man: It refpe@sneither High nor Low, e s 1;
ichnor Poor, neither Ieared nor Unlear- vine#eé

@t ned, ¢rc. It's 2 wonderful Divine and God:

Jike Word on this Account: Ir's impo[ﬁ}vcl:;
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for any Men, as Men, to bring forth fuch a
Word, without being partial to themfclves
~ in fomething or otherat bne time or other ;
But purely to Exalt God ‘and Holinefs,
Grace and Glory , without all refpect of
Perfons, diredting the way thereto, con-
demning fin and finners, without any refpect
of perfons, one or other, declares abun-
danitly that it is of God, and not of Man.

V. The V. Itmuft be of God, and Divine, if
‘_S‘conpg;t{e' Jefus Chrilt was of God, as the Scripure
if Chrift witnefleth, and all good men believe, Forn
be#f Guds 16. 27. & 17.8. Aitso.22. He confirmed

the Scriptures, and fulfilled them abundant-
ly ; Hecame forthin the fulnefs of Scrip--

ture; ownsit, and lives toit, commends it

to be the Truth, Fobn 17.17. and commands
the ufe thereof, Fobrz 5.39.

So that out Lord having before us owned
the Scriptures and fulfilled them, commen.. -
ded and commanded them, I fay, That if
we believe that He was the Chrix, and not |
a Deceiver, which is blafphemy to think,
we need no further proof of the Truth .of
the Scripture. Dive into the weight of thig

'~ Argument,and it will eftablith you for cyer.

His miva-  Bnd that both Chrift and Seviprure are of Ly
elesahigh God, and that the things relating to Chrift ‘ﬂ !

demon- ; s - -
v, Yecorded in'Scripiure, Arc Truth;’ the won-

thar e derful Works and. Miracles He did in Hiz £
wasthe . Fathers Name, is a very high Teftimony o
ture, '
Wit S

trueChrift of Ithc Truth both of Chrift and Scr




Chap, 2]
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svitnefled by the Seripture, done fo openly

1 the view of all, confeft by all, none op-

Pofing the truth thereof, no not the Jews,
Who were His Enemics ; confeft by Aaho-
7et in the Turkifli Alcoran, received and
clieved by Tradition, without all contradi-
lon to this day ; not only of the Saints,but
of the World too, ftrongly and rationally
confirm the truth thercof,

VI. The Divine Impreffions {tampt on
th_c Hearts of the Saints by the Holy Spirit,
{uitable to the Word of Grace, the Work
in them anfwering the Word without them,
as the New Covenant and Law of God
written in their Hearts,which hath wrought
in them Faith, Love, and the Life of the
VVord, which are to them fealing Teftimo-
nies of the Truth and Divinity of the
Word : And hence it is that they fet theix

cal to the truth thereof.in believing,loving,
and obeying thereof, and cleaving to God
therein, and fufferipg any Difficulties infli-
cted by men for the truth thereof, adven-
ture their Sonls and Eternity upon the truth
of God therejn, and the lofs of all in the
VVorld, rathey than lofe their {hare in the
Word of Life: A hish Confirnation of the
Divinity thereof 1 :

63
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Spirise

VIL. Finally, As the Refultance from the ¥, D
whole, To deny the Truth and. Divinity of gerof d=-

 the Scripture, is to deny God Himfelf, and'

Jefus Chritt, and all Religion, to pafs @
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Of the Holy Scriptures,  Chap:Z;
black Sentence onall the V'Vriters thereofy
.as Lyars and Deceivers, and on all the
Saints throughout all Generations, who
have belicved, obeyed, and fuffered for ad-
1101'jng to the Truth therein 5 and on all the
Effectual Workings of the Holy Spirit in
the Hearts of Believers, conforming them

thereunto 3 fo that it’s impoffible for,any
man that hath lived under the Inftru&ion
thereof, todenyit, and not to be an A-
theifk,if not to be guilty of the unpardonable
fin : for the whole matter the Scripture
treats on, in the fubftance thereof, is, asl
{aid before, God, and Chrift, and Holinefs,

the Reducing of Man back again to God,

through Chrift, from whom he was gone
aftray. And therefore what can thofe ex-
pe& who deny this Holy Divine Word of
Truth, butall the Judgments and Plagues
that are written therein ?

I fhall now come to Anfwer fome Obje-
&ions in relation thereunto,

Obje&. T hough the Scriptire was given of

§ 4 2
Objed. God, and Divine Truth, the Word and Wil

of God tothe People of thefe times in which
they were given ; yetiL's a great Queftion whe.
ther it be ﬁ tous 5 and whether we bave oyght
to do with ir, unlefs the fame Spirit work im.-
mediarely the [ame Truth in 55 we are to

hequgn to what God /ﬁml‘\{ in us, and not
withont #sy .

Anfi,




- Word and M
- .is the fame til

« 20. unto which all are bound to take heed

- Word'to beljeye th

7

Ghap.z.' Of the IJ&Z}J S'cﬁpmrés‘.' :
Arfw. To thisT anfwer : That Truth 8

Truth tll, and the Word and Will of God
15 the fam

ath made known his Will at varions times

and various ways, under feveral manifelta-
tions ;
It waus by the coming in of another, as the
ubftance of the former, and openly decla-
red from Heaven by the Son of God, with
reat Power ; and great Witnefs ; and the
iniftration of the Son of God
| his fecond coming, Mat,28.
unto, under
A3,
Word' and Will of the Lord ftill , whe-
ther men believe it and obey it or not,
whether you have the Spirit to work you
to 4t or not : and if you are not taught by
the Word, ang wrousht to God in thrC

e Gofpcl, it's an evi-
dent fign that you have' not- the' Spirit of
Chriﬂ, but of Errour and Delufion; which

wil fgxil you in the day of need.
0bj. Th

and Divine

tupted by men, having been in the hands

of men'that knety net God : but fought it
themfelves, they might corrupt it, and fo’
it might either be miged, or lofe muth of
tts Purityiand Divinity,

peril of Judgiment, £7¢b. 2. i

Truth, yet they may be cors

=<Aafs TPs orué that it hath paffed through
thc hands of thofe who wanted not Wle;‘Td;'-

. F fefs

)

i
M

e ttill, although its true that God.

yet when one Miniftration ended,,

22,23, Foh, 12. 48. and it is the
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Of the Holy Scriptures. Ch:ip.z.-

nefs enough to do it ; but we have un-
doubted grounds to believe, that the Lord
preferved it, and kept them from corrup-
ting of it 5 for if they orany other had cor-
rupted it, it muit have been to ferve their
own ends: but the Scripture, that was by
them prcfervcd, and by them owned to be
the Word of God, the Scripture of Truth,
is fo far from ferving their intereft, thatit
leaves them neither Root nor Branch, no
Word have they from hence to warrant
them in any of their ways: as Church of
Chrift their Dependency lay rather in the
Authority of their Church , keeping pco-
ple in Ignorance, falfe Franflations, coer-
cive Power and the like, rather than in cor-
rupting the Scriptures in the original Lan-

uages: @ Divine Hand it was that it
thould be preferved holy and pure, as it
is, as hath been proved.

©bj, The Scripture is not all the Word
and. Will of God to. Men, given by Di-
vine Infpiration 5 for there is in it the
Words of the Devil, and of wicked men ,
the Failings and Mifcarriages of the
Saints, ¢re.

Anfw. When I fay it's the Word, or
Words, of God, 1 intend thereby , that
the Body and fubftance thereof is the Di-
vine Mind and will of God made known
to men by the Infpiration of the Holy Spi-
vit, by fuch ways as he pleafed , and by
fuch perfons as he pleafed. ;

2. Ag




€hap.a, Of the ffaljl Scriptures,

2. As'to the Difcoveries of the Words cerd Fhch

Or Works of Satan, or wicked men , and /274 foud
the Sins and Failings of the Godly, I eafi- ,f(cday :

1y grant, thatitis not the Word of God
in the firlt fence, given by Infpiration.

Yet 2ly, As written and recorded by ho-
1y men infpired by the Lord, thofe things,
with many other Hiftorical Relations re-
Corded, are true by Divine Teitimony, that
fuch things were, and {o are, of divine and
undoubted Credence; whereas all other

{iftories , that are meerly humane, can
ave but a humane and doubtful he-
lief, :
. 3. [t was written by the Will of God
for the ufe and advantage of his Church
and people, Rom, 15. 4. Whatfoever was,
written afore time was written for owr Lear=

ning, &c, 1 Cor. 16. 11, 12.

x

1. Let us hence be informed of the great- Tfe 1./

nefs of the fin and danger , not to believe

the Scripture , ‘he that believeth not muft be
damned.

2. Of Exhortation, 1. to believe the Ufe 2.

Scripture to be the Word and Will of
God, to be of Divine Authority, and to
prize the Word more, and to be thankful
t0 God that hath givenit to us, and given
to any the faving under(tanding thercof s
and-wrought theni into a conformity there-
unto, : ‘ :

. 2. Tolive the life of the Scripture , ﬂ"\e_
Hig of Faith , ‘and the life of Love, the Mi’
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Lfe 4.

Of the Holy Seriptures. ~ Chap.z.
of Obedience, and the life of Holinefs = it is

a holy Word, and Holinefs becomes all
thofe  who profeis to own it, what ever

 Scripture,Faith or profeffion we pretend un-

to, if we live not the life of the Scripture,
it will Fudg ns at the laft day, Joh.12.48.

3. To be improving and applying of the
Confolations of the Scripture, and that it
may be fo, acquaint your felves more there-
with, Rom. 15. 4.

7. Of Confolation to all thofe who
truly believe and obey the Word , asitis
the Word, the Will of God , theirs is and
fhall be the Confolations of the Scripture ,
all its pramsz are Yea and Amen in C hriﬂ
Gefirs , 2 Cor. 1.-20. theirs is the Grace
held forth in the Scripture, and theirs
fhall be the Kingdom of the Glory promi-
fed.

“'q. If thisbé truth,that the Scrigtures are

the Word. of God, i. ¢. his Divine Will
made manifeft to men, then wo to all
wicked men, that walk contrary to this
Rule; ‘they are not only like to mifs of the
Glory. promifed, but muft expect un:
doubtedly to meet with all the Plagucs,
cfpecially the' eternal Plagucs and Judg:
ments therein denounced ‘againft unrepen-
ting finners. L Qs

If the Scriptures be the Divine Word
and Will of God, given as the Rule of
Faithiand Praftice, in order to our ferving
and the attaining of the Righteouflnefs and

life
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~ Chap.a.  Ofshe Holy Scripture.

Life therein held for
. held forth, then wo to all
thofe that flight it and rc,fufc it, that w’i‘ll

ave none of it, that take what they lift
and leave what they lift , or liki notc;YCf:r-

tainly fuch muft know one day what it

18 to undervalue the Word and Wi .
high and fo holy a God. 2 e Lok <2

% 3 CHAP.
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Of the Creation of the World.  Ghap.3

e e et

cHAP IIL

of the Creation of the Warl(l? and 4[1
» " things therein.

7. YN general, that God created the
‘ World ,-and all things therein, 18
plain by manifold Teitimonies of Scrip-
ture, Gen.1.1. Ifal. 33.0. & 136. 4. too.
Aét. 14.15. & 17.24. And not pncly {o,

but,
2. Light of Reafon teacheth the fame,

shat there muft needs be a Firlt Caufe of all
things. from whence they proceed. Though
Reafon teacheth not the time and manner

thereof, that we mufk have from Divine

Revelation, Hcb.11.3. Through Fauh we

unduv[tand that the Worlds were framed by

the Word of God, &c. that is, not onely

that God made the Worlds, but the Man.

ner, Method, and time, according to the

Scripture- Revelation,Gez.1. This the Apo-

ft1es (a5 we) underftood by Faith in the

¢ruth of that Revelation. And this Crea-

tion of the Worlds intends the Celeftial

World, and the Terreftrial World, and all

things therein, whether they be things in

Heaven, or things in Earth , vifible and in-

. -’Jiﬁblc, &c, all things werc created by and for
g i S e

ﬁ%ﬁf‘: = ==
E S

= s
oo

T
= om =

=
==
p—

—




= ver

,Chaﬁ: 3. Ofthe Creation of the World,

Him.  And that He made the Worldsin
fix days, and that He made all things good,
Y€a very good, the Scripture informsus in,
and the matter ‘whereof the World was
Made, is expreft Ger.1.2. the deep unfor-
med Chaos, The Earth was void, and with-
ont form, and darknefs was on the face of the
' deep, &c. When this unformed Deep
Was created , I fuppofe is not expreft in
Scripture, though its fuppofed to be part
of the firft days Creation, and ‘intended in
I, Dizthe bc'g‘z';ﬁ/i:ﬂg God created the Hea-
Ve and the Eafrh, 1. ¢. the matter of which
Heaven and Earth was afterwards formed.
But this feems not to be the thing intended,
and that,
1. Becaufe this' confufed deep was nei-
ther Heaven nor Earth. /
2. In that the Creation or forming of
Heaven and Earth in order followeth, and
the word Beginning feems not to intend the
firft days work only, but as a Preface or
Prologue to the whole fix days work, in
which the Heavens and the Earth were cre-
ated, in the beginning, #.¢. in the fitff fix
days of the World, God created the Hea-
ven and the Earth, according to the Me-
thod there expreft, in which all was finifh
ed, and God refted from His Work the fe-
venth day. Whether God made the mat-
ter of wgich all was made, of nothing, 18
known oncly to Himfelf ; Reafon feems fo
to teach, that if there were any firft mat-
; i F 4 tex
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Of the Creation of the Werld. Chap. 3.
ter uncreated of which all was made, that
there muft be fomething Etcrnal befides
God : But this being a fecret I thall (o leave
it, concluding with the Scl‘l/PtUYC-Light and
Language , Heb. 11. 3. Throngh Faith we
under) tand that the I;Vorldl were framed b)) the
Word of God » fo thar the things that are

~ o Were riot MAde of things that do appear.

The Unity of the Father, Son, and Spirit, -

with the Manner and Method, in this Work
of Creation, 1 have (accordxr}g to my Un-
derftanding in the Scripture-Light) fpoken
to in what I have before written concerning

God.

TheR eafons of Gods making the Worlds,
feems to be rendred in the Scripture, 7, .
to fulfil His Eternal Will and Counfel, and -2
thew His Eternal Power and Godhead, Eph,
1.11. Rom.1.20. toglorific Himfelf in His
own Works, Prov,16.4. 1Chron.29.11. and
that all things might glorific Him; therefore
He made all thingsin a {uitablenefs there.

unto, for He made all things good, very good. -

CHAPp.
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Of the Creation of Man.

'g N this Chapter I ‘{hall, according to the
A Light of the Divine Revelation, treat of

8 Mans Creation in five particulars.

1. The time when he was made, and
that is expreffed, Gen. 1.26; 31.t0 be the
fixth day, after all the reft of the Creation
was made : God made all things firlt, and
Man was the laft of the Creation, in rela-
tion to his time of being formed ; though
firft in purpofe and council : In which" we
may learn, that ordinarily Gods greateit

and mioft glorious ends and defigns are ef-

fected in his laft and concluding Work : fo
it was in this wonderful work of Creation;
ull the fore-going Work was but an Ufher
or Preparation for Man. Soit was in his
Cﬂ“iﬂgAbmhdm out of his Country?ﬂﬂd the
AffliGion of his Seed’ four hundred years,
it was allin order to their poflcilion of the
promifed Land | which was tie crowning
Work atlaft, and all before was a Pre-
paration to itz fo in the work of Res
demption and  Reftauration by« Jefus

< Chrift 5 inall the partS'of it" the faft “('l“
3 be the perfcﬂing and CI’OWﬂiﬂ‘g Work o

in the Saints fpiritual Race and \Varfa;;:(‘i

A T |
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Of the Creation of Man, Cﬁap.4.

and the Regeneration-ftate, the laft is that
fhall crown all, 2 Tit. 4.7, 8.
2. Man was in his Creation the moft

Excellen- excellent of all Gods Works here below 5

cyof ¥an 04 this appeareth, 1. in that he made all

s for him before he had made him, he

built. him the World for his Houfe , the
Garden of Eden for his Pleafure and De-
light, and all the Creatures for his Service ;
and this appears in that he made all things
firft, and laft made Man , and brought all
tohim , and made him Lord of all, Gez. 2.
‘39, 20. Pfal. 8. 6,7,8.

5. Inthat he took time to confult'about
making man , more than in all the reft of
the Creation ; the reft of the Creation was
made fuddenly, he fpake the Word, and it

" wasdone; and much was done by Divine;

Ordinance, Genef. 1. 11,12, 20, 21. but
when he comes to make Man he deliberates
upon it, an there feems to be (as it were)
a Confultation of the whole Trinity , Let
s make Man, which he did not of any o-
ther part of the Creation. ;

3. In that he made Man iz his own 2mage,
and afrer bis own likenefs, which is not faid
of any other of the Creaturcs : o that Man
being the moft excellent of the Terreftrig}
Creation, God made all for his fervice
firft, provided for him before he brought
him into the world, that fo he might be fur.
nithed with all things convenient for Ufe
and Pleafure,. for Honour and Dignity.

3+ The
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b Chap.1. Of the Creation of Man,
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3. The Matter of what God made Man, 30f whar
and thatis expreffed, Genef. 2. 7. And the Goi made
Lord formed Man of the Ground o andbrea- M.
thed into his Noftisls the Breath of Life.

Here is the whole Man, Body and Soul,

his Body was made of the Duft of the
Ground , chap: 3. 19. In the Sweat af thy

Face (halt thown car Bread, until thou retwrn

to the Gronnd s for Duft thou art , and to

Duft thon (halt veturn. Which, as it abun- 1r fhould
dantly declares the Wifdom and Power of feach man
the Former, to form fuch a Piece for his Z’lf"’:’:?'
Praife ot of the Dulft, fo likewife it thould ¢y admire
teach Man to be humble, being made of his Crea-
fobafe a Matter ashis Body was framed /0"

of, and mult réturn toit again: of what

fhould Duit be proud, and why fhould Ra-

‘tional Men and Women, nay Religious

Men and Women, paint out their dufty,
dunghil Bodies, as they do? and likewife

to admire the Wifdom and Power of his
Creator , as the Prophet, Pfal.139.145

15, 16.

2, For his Soul, that was more fpi- gf'[”:r‘
ritual , it is faid, Gen. 2.7. ‘that God brea- S;?Vit of
thed into biz Noftrils the - Breath of Lafes pon. <1
and fo more fpiritual and excellent than
the Souls of other: Greatures, elfe he could
not have born’the Image of God: and
hence, it being the Breath or' Spirit of Life
before it was breathed into the Bodys it
fhall live when the Body ' is dead : 4§ for
the Matter of the Soul, ‘or Spirit, whatit

v
$1



o6 Of the Creation of Man. Chap.4‘_'

isiin its Effence and Subftance, is too cu. y
rious for any to pretend any further to de. it
termin ; but that there is the Soul, or Spj- !
rit, that dieth not , Scripture doth deter-
mine, Eccl. 12.7. Mart, 10.28. Luk, 25. Ui
44. Aét.7.59. Rev. 6.9. the Soul o Spi- gﬂh‘
rit is rather to be demonitrated by its Pro-

perties and Facultics, than by its Subftance 50\39}]
or Effence, the feveral Properties of the wsat
Soul are, the Underftanding, Will, Affe- W B

¢tions , Confcience , Memory, @e. the

Seat of the Soul (though itsoperations ap- Mo‘

pear in all the Body) is principally inthe ;va‘{zh

Head and Heart ; the Head ds principally ¢

the Seat of the Underftanding and Memg. Mts

ry, the Heart of the Will, Affe®ions and i

Confcience. i

Wherher Tt hath been a matter of School Difpute wsd

the Soul \whether the Soul ( fince Adams Creation M
2;.‘:,: and Infpiration) comes: by Generation or g

tien or In- Infpiration, a matter T think not much ,:V"‘

fpirasion. material , yet I fhall give fome probable

difcovery hereof from Scripture-Revela-

© tion 5 and it feems moft probable , that

* ~ Souls come by Generation, as the Bodjes

;e doj it s truethe word Soul often in Scrip.

© ture intends' the ~whole man, Body and
Soul ; the’ Soul being * the  principle part

of man, the whole is included therein, Gen,

12. 5. And Abraliam teck, Sarah, bis Wife,

and Lot s Brothers Son, and all ‘their fub-

ftance - which they had gathered , and the l‘g&g

< Souls that they had Lotren in Haran, chap.

46. 18,




'Chﬂp.z;. Of the Creation of Man.
46. 18. Thefe are the Sons of Zilpha, whozs

§ Laban gave 1o Leah, his Daugbrer, and thefe
€bare unto Jacob , cven fixtecn Souls, v.22.
Thefe were the Sons of Rachel, which were
0rnto Jacob , all the Souls were fourreen
g Now this [ underftand , that when the Soul
#l 1S put for the whole Man, that the Soul, by
which the whole is exprefled , may not be
eft out, and not at all intended ; v. 26. A%
the Sonlsthat ¢ame with Jacob into Egypt,
Which cayie " iz of his Loins, were [cventy
Sonls, &c.  Now if we may not rationally
(where the whole is exprefléd by the Soul)
leave oyt the Soul fron being part of thar
Which is by it expreffed ; then it is cvident
i that Souls come from the Loins of Parents,
as the Body doth; fo that, I think, that the
Letter of Scripture in plainnefs detcrmines
thiscafe : and farther,ina way of reafon ifit

Procreate his like, in the ordinary way of
Generation, by the Divine Ordinance and

ower of the oreat Creator. Hereare two
Objections to be anfwered.

formeth the Spirit of Mano within himm =
there farc- it Cames 1 by Gene yatrioi. s
Anfw. 1t's true; God formeth the Spirit

wife in the Womb as he doth. the ‘Spirits
yet that argues not that the Body cometh

- Ordi-

Were not fo, Man thould(as other creatures)’

Objz:(;"[‘. I. Its /;:ia') Z(‘Ch 12.1. That God L

of Man, and fo he formeth the Body like- -

77

not in the ordinary way of Generation, hg- %
caufe God forms it ; for Geniedation {8 his .
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“are to di-
Linguifh
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Sout and
- Spirir,

of the Creation of Man, Chap.4;
Ordinance, and leaves not out his forming
Power and Wifdom in the Work: 7Ffal,
139. 13,15, 16 For thon haft poffeffed my

Reins, thou haft covered me in_my Mothers

Womb. And further, it’s faid Fer. ro. 16:
‘That e is the Former of all things; yet thz}t
argues not that.thofe things come not in
way of Generation. _

Object.2. If it be fo, this will [eem to de-
ftray the Immortality of z‘hé. Soul : fur what
comes from Man by Generation, muft die and
veturn to the Dujt, &c. : T

Anfw. That will not necelfarily hold true,
For we muit underftand this, that the Soul

of Man is not immortal by Nature, for then’

it muft be God ; theére is nothing of it fe|f
immortal , but God ; not the Spirits of
Men no nor Angels: Immortality both to
Angels and Men is by Divine Ordinance
and Power from the Immortal God, for #7
oncly it is thar hath Immortality, and makes
whom and what He will to be Immiortal. So
that this no whit derogates from the immor.
tality of the Soul, becaufe that comes not
from its own Nature, but from the Ord;.
nance of the Lord, who hath defigned tq
make the Body immortal too in his oy
time.
nelt. How arewe to underftand 1), di-
finition of the Apoftle, 1 Thelig.25 1.
he mentions Spirit, Soul, and Body ? “Wheyei:
lieth the diflinttion ? C
Anfw. Sometimes Soul intendeth the

whole

i
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Chap.4.  Of the Creation of Man.

| Whole Man, Body and Soul, as hath been
| already proved ; fometimes the word Soul
| 10tends both Soul and Spirit onely, Maz. 10.

s 28. fometimes the word Spirit intends both

4 this:

Soul and Spirit, Zech.12.1. But whenit is
diftinguithed as in that Scripture before ex-
W8 preft, and in fome others likewife in the
fhy thl.'ee-fold diftin&jon ; I underftand the
ifference: and Diftinction to confift in

1. Asinallmen, the Spirit I underftand
tobe that Reafon, Wifdom, and Under-
ﬂanding, Confcience, Will and Affections,
#¢ Wherein confifteth moft efpecially the Image

of God, the moft pure part of the Soul,
" and this is that which is called the Spirit of
Man, in diltin&tion from the Soul 5 and this
. isjn all men, though exceedingly defaced
by the Fall. _

And in as much as there muft be Antmal
Spirits, Vigitation, Sence, Luftings, Hum-
ger, Thirft, &c. that is called Soul in other
Creatures, and this liethand liverh in the
whole Body, and is the Life and Animpation
thereof ; and this I underftand is intended
by Soul, when diftinguifhed from the Spi:
rit, Ina word, to be plain, what is in i@
as to Life, and Sence, and Motion, as i
other Creatures, that is the Soul 3 what is
in man above and beyond other Creatnres,
wherein his Excellency confifteth as Ramo-,
nal, that is the Spirit ; gnd this is the Spinit
in allmen, AL

53 ; 2. When




Of the Creation of Man, Gha‘p,;}m‘
». When tonfidered in Saints, as renew-
ed by Grace., 1. Negatively we are not
to underitand it to be the Spirit'of God
for we mutft diftinguifh between our Spi-
rits and the Spirit of God as the Scripture
frequently doth; nor. 2. Do I underitand
by. Spirit, is only intended the renewed
Work of Grace, of New Man created after
God 3 though much of the matter lieth
there.
~ But affirmatively, Tunderftand , that by
Spirit in the Saints, is meant, the more
rational , underftanding , divine Part, in

which the New Work is wrought , with:

the Work wrought init, Eph.4.23. Aund
be ye venewed in the Spivit’ of your Minds,
By Mind is meant the Natural Soul;the Spj.’
tit of the Mind that in which the Renewed
Work is wrought ; the Image of God muft
begin to be Renewed where firft it princi.
pally was, and where it was principally de-,
faced which was in the Spirit of the Mind
“or Soul ; and this fpiritual Work muft pafg
upon the whole Man before our Redeimnp.
tion will be compleated ¢ Flence out Bodjeg
muft did, as wellas our fins and finful Na.
tures, that fo our Bodies may be changcd

as well as our Spirits, that they maybe raj. |
fed immortal and incorruptible ; and thas
before we can attain the Perfection of the
New-Covenant-Reftauration, ti'n&y oruft be

vatfed [piritual Bodics. P
andcrfully blinded are thcy,.who'pm;
tend’




b Cha p14 Of the Crention of Man]

' Whglg‘abiding in that flate.

tend themfelves perfe, o own Perfonal

Perfection in this finful fand mortal Bo-

Y, and. but in part retiewed Soul or Spt-

e, : J
IV, T what Eftate God made Man ; ard 4{" what

this the Scripture doth help us in : We¢ ;:J‘,',ww,

know in what Effate we are by Nature, in ol

part, by woful experience ; but what we

were in our firft Parents, the Divine Reve.-

lationt onely infteuds us in; which was an

Eftate of Uprightnefs, free from fin, Ecclef.

7.20. Inthe Image of God, Gen.1.26, And

God faid, Let s make Man in Ouy Image,

After our Likenefs : & ver.27.80 God created

Man in His own Image, inthe Image of God

Created Fe him, Chap.§.1. & 9. 6. And

doubtlefy this Image and Likenefs to _qu

carried fuch an Excellency and Glory in it,

as that e being gone out from it, cannot

in any cafe comprehend it, any otherwife

than asby the Light of the Spitit in and by Whatis..

the S’Cl‘ipturc, we may give fome guefs at’ s ans #y

it in our Underftandings. And I thall pro- being i

Pofe my apprehenfion herein in thefe fix ot

things. - : . of God. In
- 1. In the Purity and Perfe&ion of his'g ;pingss
Soul or Spirit, breathed into him by God,

his Underftanding Memory, Will, Affecti-

ons, Confcicnce 4] perfect , concerning

both God, himfelf, and the whole Cireation,

as fat agneeded him i his ftation,and might

tend to make him comfortable and happy,

G g With-

ot
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' nefs or Image that God defigned to brip
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.=, Without all fin, or finful inclinations,

any otherwife than as Temptations prefent-
ed might prevail, elfe he could not be up-
right, and in the Image of God ; yet fub-
ject to Temptation, elfe he had not' fin-
ned:y = -
;. APower of Free-will, of ftanding or
falling, keeping or lofing his prefent happy
Eftate : A power of flanding, or elfe he
could not be inthe Image of Godj or of
falling ; and that both ke and we have found
(1 may in fome fenfe fay) by woful Experi-
cnce, A :

4. Rule and Dominjon over all the reft
of the Terreltrial Creatures, as Gods Vice-
gerent here on Earth, -as before hath been
mentioned, Ffal.8.6,7,8. And herein con-
fitteth one fpecial part of his being in the
Image of God, with his fitnefs thereun-
to. ;

In the fallen ftate, where, for neceflity,
are but petty Kingsand Rulers over men(in
comparifon of this Great Lord of the
World ;) yet it's faid of them, Ye are Gods .
there being fomething of Gods Image o
Government , though exercifed by byq
men in the fallen ftate.

5. He might be made in the Imagc o

God in the whole Man, Bodyand Spirit
for fo the words feem to import, e '();
wnake Man inour Likenefs, 1. €. in the Like-

5

forth His Son in, who Wis with God, angd
Was
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Was God, Immanuel, God with us, and in
this, as in other things , might he ‘be
faid to be the Figure of Him that was to
L‘o/ﬂ(’.

6. I may adde that he was made in the
Image of God i the Trinity: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, yet but one God ; fo He
made Man, Spirit, Soul and Body, yet but
one Man, all pure and perfect in the Firft
Crca:rion 5 a Trinity in Unity, and a Unity
in Trinity in Man ; this Glorious Terreftrial
Creature, yet but oneMan : That as there
was a Unity in Trinity in God, Three and
yet but One ; fo would He make His Crea-
ture Man in His own Image, that he
might the better underftand and know
his God.

V. How Man was made : God made s #w

aniz His own Image, Male and Female
created Fe them; He created Man both
Male and Female 5 for by the word Man, is
intended Mankind, 7. e. both Man and Wo-
man.  Whether the Woman was dividedly
made the fixth day, Ifuppofe cannot be po-
fitively determined,but that fhe was made
in the Man the fixth day(if not dividually)is
plainly afferted , and the taking of the
Woman out of the Man was but the {cpa-
rating of the Male from the Female, that
fo they might be the more fit for all their
relative concerns in this World, and thould
doubtlefs teach the Mun to love hisWife-as
his own Flefh , and the - Woman to love
G 2 her

)

-~

Man wus
mades
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her Husband, and to be fubjed to him as
to her Lord : and the End of Godin the
Creation of Man was, His own Glo-
1y, that Man might ferve him in enjoy-
ment of all his Works in this World, and
Le to His Praifc and Glory.

CH A P:
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CHAP V)

Of the Angels 5 and their Creation,

B g . 1 That
T Hatthere are Angels, heavenly Spi- ! 0%

rits,the Divine Word doth evident- 4,,.;,
ly declare, Gen. g6.7. & 24.7.& 19. 1.
Pfal.8. 5. with multitudes of Scripture
to this purpofe, :

2. That they were created , and are the 8 ’T’”{'w
Creatures of God , though the Creatibn '™ ™
of Angels is but little mentioned in the
Scripture, ifatall 5 yet it is evident, they
were created : and that both from Scrip- .
ture and Reafon Pk

1. From Scripture, Col. 1.16. For by
Him all things weye created that are in Hei-
ven ;5 and t/;:zr are in Earth, vifible and S
vifible, whether they be Thrones er Domini-
ons or Pri/:bipd/it?t.r 5 or Towers, dee. By.
things invifible we arc to underfland the
Angels, and the fame I"ri?/c‘i"éft’/‘f_if-f‘.f”"“'
Lowers, compared with Epb. 3. 10, WIS
the Angels are called » Prizcipalitics and
LPowers, in '(Jf’d'vc;zly p/‘_r;w. :

2. Reafon teacheth , that they mulfl be
and are created, or clfe they muft be €
ternal ; which is proper to none but God ,,
and if fo they muft be God, but they AT \
not God, but his Creatures, made by Hj”” '
and for Him. G 3 3.The
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2. The time when they were created: this,
ren ig not exprefled with clearnefs in the Scrip-
¢ pure, though it is fuppofed, that they were
created in one of the fix days 5 and that it
was in the fitft day, Gen. 1. 1.that under
theterm of Heavens (God created the Hea-
wens and the Earth ) the Angels are in-
cluded.

f”/‘f"“‘fi‘ But to me it feems ‘probab‘lc,‘that they

“lix dms WELC created before thegbeginning o'f the

Creasim. fix days Creation, and not included in the

~ fixdays Work.

Reaf.x. * Reaf. 1. Becaufe the Creation mentio-
ned, Gen. 1. feems to be the Creation of
the vifible Worlds, 7. e. of the Heavens and
the Farth, and not the celeftial, invifible
Angels, and that not only becaufe there is
nothing exprefled about the Creation of
the invifible Spirits, but of the Heavens and
the Earth,with the manner thereof. But

Reaf2, 2. In that Creation all things were made
for the ufe of Man, therefore Angels were
not any patt of that Creation; for they
were not created for the ufe of Man before
his Fall,(though fince imployed in that Ser-
vice) the Scripture gives us no fuch tefti.
mony , nor could it ftand with his cftate
in Tnnocency, being lcft to his own both
will and power to ftand or fall : neither had
he need on any other account, being per-
fect in his eftate, and, under God, Lord of

¥ the whole Creation.

eaf.3. © Reaf. 3. It is not probable, that they
thould
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fhould be any part of the fix days Crea-
tion, that being made for Man, and there-
fore, asa punithment upon Man, fell all
with Man ; both the Heavens,Earth and all
things therein (of-the fix days Creation)
fell into a corrupted eftate by the Fall of
Man, Gea. 3. 16,17,18,10. Fob 15.15.and
that is it that the Heavens muft be reitored
as well as the, Earth, 2 Pet. 3. 13, Heb. 1.

cI1,12. and if Angels had been then and

on the fame account created , they muft
all have fallen with- Man for-the Sin of
Man.

And therefore, Fourthly, probably not
only the Creation of Angels , but likewife
the Fall of the Apoftate Angels was over
and palt before God created this World,
And God might create this World ( and
Man) in the roomof the Apoftate Angels,
which may be one reafon of their exceeding
hatred and malice againft Man. And pro-
bably, it be the Anggls that are fpoken of,
Job 38. ., called Adorning-Stars, and the
Sons of God, who were prefcnt atthe Crea-
tion of the World, and fang the Praifes of
God in beholding thereof 5 when the Mor-
ning-Stars fang topcther, and the Sons .of
God fhouted with Joy. Gompare it with

. Ve 455,0-

By all which it feems to appear, that
the Angels were the firft of Gods atual
‘Creation, and the firft World that he made

was the World of Angels , and may be ins
G4 cluded

87
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4 The
Matter o

Of the Creation tftlm Angels. . C:ﬁap_'s-‘
cluded in the plurality of Worlds , Hebr.

1éz)
4. The Matter of what they were crea-
ted, is not in Scripture fo clearly exprefled,

o % as the Creation of the yifible World s,

were cres
ared
Probably
of the fie
Yy E[(—
ment,

It is evidept that they are Spirits, fub-
flances, and not fictions and iniaginary
only, but fpiritual Bodies or Subltances;

" whether they were made of'all the four

Elements, or any of them (‘which fome de-
ny) is not to us material,though the Scrip-
ture feems moft to adhere (in their De-
fcription) to that of Fire, that they are
of fiery Bodies,though invifible : it is true,
they appeared fometimes in the likenefs
of Men, yet it feems, that when they ap.-
peared moft proper to their own nature,
it was in'the likenefs of Fire: it was a
Chariot of Fire in which Elijzh was car-
ried up to Heaven, 2 King. 2. 11. &chap,
6. 17. Elifha prayed and faid , O Lord , T
pray thee , open bus Eyes that be may [ee; and
the Lord opened the Eyes of the Young man
and be [aw , and bebold the Mountasn was
full of Horfes ard Chariots of Fire reund z-
bonr Elitha. The Angels feem to be in theijy
invifible Glory ; for the Young man could
not fee them till his Eyes were open s to
this the Prophet feems to agree, Pfal. 68.
1y. The Chariots of God are twenty thoy-

Jand , even thonfands of Angels. Ezek, .

13. The likenefs of the living Creatures was
_'llif bl!mwg coales of Firey and like' unso
‘ Lm»p;,
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Lamps, &c, Exod. 3. 2. the Angel of the
Lord appeared to Afofesinthe Bufhbur-
ning with Fire , and the Argel (f the Lord
appeared unto him in a flame cf Fire out of
the midft of the Bufh, &c. with At 7..30.
Pfal, 104. 4. who maketh hic _Angels Spi-
rits; his Minifters 2 flaming Fire : I under-
ftand the proper reading of the Words to
be this, to have the true f{enfe thereof,
He maketh  bis Spirits Angels , that s,
Meflengers : this holds analogy with th;
Scriptures, and with Truth, Angel figni-

: fyipg Meflenger : to make his Meflengers

Spiritsis improper, they were made fo at
firft, and he maketh them his Meflengers,
even a flaming Fire bis Minifters, that is,
Miniltring Spirits, his Angels. Thefe things
thus confidered, I moftincline to this, that
they ‘ate for the moft part of the fiery
Element. " :

5 The Number of Angels; as to the ac-

89

5 The
Number

count of Man they were innumerable, We of gag0s¢

may fay, as Rev. 7. o. in another cafc, 4
great number which no man could nuniber.
‘God did not create them as he did Man,
one Man and one \Woman to increafe the
World thereby , and the Number to come
forth in many Geperations; but he made
them all at once, a multitude in this Crea-
tion: the Prophet fpeaking of good An-
gCIS f-lith;l)f-()g.l'; The Chariots of ()7():4 are
twenty tlaouﬁmd, even thoufands of /ih:g(’llj'.
Where he names a certain numbcr fOl;J ;1111
a 4

number=

lefs.
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uncertain, as appears by Dan. 7.10. Thou-

fand thoufands miniftred unto him, thatis,

of Angels ; for they minifter to Chrift, and
ferve him in Judgment, and ten thoufand

simes ten thoujand ftood before him, that is,

t0 be judged by him ; Mat.26.53. Think-
¢ft thon thar I cannot #ow pray to my Fatber,

and He [hal prefently give me more thay

6 Tle
ftate in
which
thefe
nrere cre-
ared,

swelve legions of Angels. The fallen Angels
are multitudes , Mar. §. 9. therefore
they muft needs be many in their firft
Creation,

6. The ftate in which they were created
muft needs be good, holy, pure, perfelt .
for s they were a higher and foregoin
Creation, excelling Man in their Cl‘Cation,
{o they muft be good ; for God, who g
4and is Goodnefs it felf , could make pq.
thing but that which was good; 1 fuy
could not, in refped of his Nature; i;
would have been contrary to himfelf; ang
that they were all fo created is evident
from the Scripture ; for fome of themare
‘good ftill, Eleit Angels, called the Angels
of God, Heb. 1. 6. Pfal. 103. 20. and
‘the others were {o created ; for the Scrip.
“ture faith, that they kept not thesr firft eftape
that is, of Innocency and Goodnefs , ir;
which they were created ; for God never
made them Devils, but Angels of Light.

The Titles given to the good Angels in

Scripture difcover their Nature and Good- |

aefs; they are called Spirits, Heb, 1.,
- p A
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o1

T4. Miniftring Spirits and Meflengers of

| God. They arc called Gods, Pfal. 138.1.

&8.3.&.97. 7. with Fcb, 1.6, Sons of

) God, Feb 1.6.& 38. 7. Principalitics and

iy Lowers, and Dominions, and Cherubims and
¢ Seraphims ; all which holds forth their ex-

cellency in Naturépnd Work: :
7. Of the Degyees of Angels, that there 7 0f the
are Degrees of 'Ar'xgéls is manifelt inthe Leerees

" oty > 5 of Angels.
. Scripture ; there are . Principalities , and 4

Lowers, and Thiases, and Dominions; Col.1.
16. which intends not a difference in Na-
ture , but in Office and Imployment: we
read of Adichael the Arch-Angel, or chief.
Angel, Fudew.'g, Rey, 12.7. However

{# fome think him to be Chrift, Tam( and that

on good grounds) of another mind. But

what thofe Degrees and Orders of Angels

are, is not any further manifeft in Scripture;

therefore I fhall' fpeak no further of it,

only thus much, that God is the .God of

Order, and hath fet an Order and Govern-

ment in the whole Creation, and we have

ground to believe , that there is the molt

perf{'f& and glorious Order in the heavenly

Holk. :
8. Of the Office , Work, and Miniftry ?)-’IM 'g

of the good Angels, their Work and Ofi: v of

fice is twofold. " 1. Such as refpects God Augels.

their Creator, ' 2. Such ‘as refpefts the -

§+ Creatures.

1. Such as refpe&s God their Creator. gl:z{pra’fc
7, Itis to praife and glorifie him contmp;\}- ad
)

-
L4




ly, Pfal. 548. 2. Praife bim all ye Angels ,
Praife him all ye Hofts, Ifa. 6. 3. One cryed

to another and faid, Foly, holy, holy is “the -
Lord of Hofts , the whole Earth is full of 4 hf

ﬂ’

|
bis Glory. Luk. 2. 13, 14. And fuddenly ""!",‘y /

there was with the Angel a multitude of the
beavenly Hoft, pmzﬁﬂg"gvd > and [aying |
Glory to God in the bngfﬁ‘, and on' Earth
Peace, Good will towards Men.
e (] 2. They wait on God in Heaven with a
bis Will.  ready mind to know and do his Will, 274,
18. 10. I fay unto you, that in. Heaven theiy
Angels do-always - behold the Face of
wy Father that is in Heaven, Pflal. 103..20:
Blefs the Lord ye Angels of bis , thar excel
in (trength , that do  his Commandments
bearkening to.the voice of his Word, Hence
itis, that Chrift teacheth us to pray, Thy
will be done wz_Emth as it isin Heaven
that is, as it is-done by the: Angels ip
Heaven.
e Th ir 2. Such as refpects the Creatures and the
;"0‘1',‘,’;; World here below in the Governmen
x such as thereof, in which Angels are imployed; ¢
vefpedt s implyed in Heb. 2. 5. TUnto the Angels
the Nati- he hath not put in' [ubjection the World y,
ig:ro d'b" come, &c. which implieth, that this World
“"  is much under the Government of Angels ;
and in this, note, that not only good An.
gels, but evil Angels are imployed,-and at
work in the Government of the Nations,
1. Good Angels, that i8'it I am now
treating about, they have their Work
: : ' both

~




\ Ch.5. Ofthe Creation of the Angels.
both in the Government and overturns of
the Nations. Dan. 10. 20. the Angel tells
i I)éfiiela Now will I veturn to fight the
/ ﬁﬁprmcc of Perfia, and when I am gone fortfy,
i) lo, the Prince of Grecia fhall come, and ch.
ty_ 11, 1, Alj;) ], in the ﬁ?ﬂ Year Gf Dariug,
the Mede, even I ffood to confirm and flreng-
bl then him : which clearly imports, the im-
ployment of Angels in the Tranfactions
and Government of worldly Kingdoms, to
carry on Gods Defign in the Earth, among
the worldly Powers, and to accomplifh his
Will. ;

And likewife the evil Angels are at work
there, to carry on their Defign, and, if
they could, to prevent Gods Delign & Daz.
10.12,13. the Angel tells Dansel, that the
pﬁ”“’ of the Kingdom of Petfia withftood -
bim one and twcmy‘;lay;, and that Michael,
one of the chicf Princes , came 10 help
bim. In which1 obferve two things, 1. That
by the Prince of Perfiais intended an evil
Angel, who, as far as permitted, gover-
ned both the King and Kingdom of Perfia;
for the King of rerfia, as a man, could

i not ftop the Angel, till Michacl came

§  tohishelp. 2. That he did, for a time,

§ ftop the Angel in his way and wotk for
Daniel, The Devil will hinder good from
the Saints as much as pofﬁblg he can. i

But 2. and ¢fpecially, fuch ‘Works as 2 Sich e
relate to the Saints, the Miniftry and Go- ;’;)‘am

| vernment of the Angels being € fpecially for
thent,
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them, and they are fuch as relate either
1. to this Life, or 2. at and after Death, 1,
Such as relate to them in this Life, and
they are fuch asrelate 1. tothe Body, -.

o4

to the Soul, #.e. bothto the outward and |

i man.
1 Their mvf?rgu::h as relate to the Bodies of the
]Bg;'{)l;;.E‘ Saints, 1.isto preferve and defend them
Jerve and from dangers, they are liable to both from
defend.  Deviland Men, as likewife accidents of

danger they may fall inte, Pfal. 134. -

The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 4. |

bout thofe that fear him and delivereth they,
and o1. 11. Forhe fhall give bis Angels
charge cver thee, to keep thee in all thy way;
Gen, 48. 16. The Angel that redeemed” ;e
from all evil blefs the Lad: {o the Angel

warned Jofeph to flee into Egypr to pre- b

ferve Chrift , and to return when Herod |
who fought his life, wasdead, Azar.2.13,
19, 20. fee Dan. 3. 28. & 6. 22, and fome-
times makes ufe of his Angels in an offen-
five way to the wicked, for prefervation
of his people, 2 Chron, 32. 20, 21.2 King,
19. 35.and to deliver out of the hands of
a Tofup- Enemies, Num. 20. 16.

Phyinneed 2. Tobring needful things to them for Wi

ﬁ;‘fril- their fuftenance and prefervation in time

3 i Of diftrefs, as in the cafe of Hagar, Gen, #

velf and 21. 17,18, and Elz'j:z/a 1 Kz'ﬂg. 19. 5.

i’o{fz‘;}ul 3. To dire& and profper them in their
undeyta- la

wful and juft undertakings, and to ac-

‘ kings, Complifh their buﬁncﬁl‘s for them) as in the
cafc

A
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cafe of Abrabams Servant i
Gen. 23. 20.

2. Suchas relate to the Soul, 1. They 2 Sich
have and may reveal the Will of God to relure 1o
them, in this they have bee frequent. Itis th: Sl
faid, the Law was given by the Difpojition )
of Angels, A& », 3. thatit was crdained
by Angels, &c. Gal. 3.19. There are mul-
titudes of examples of this kind in Scrip-
ture, which I fhall forbear to mention, on-
ly Rev. 1. 1. to inform what to do in di-
ftrefs, as in the cafe of Hagar when fhe
fled from her Miftrefs, Gen. 1 6.9. S

2. To comfort them in cafe of trouble 2, "4"‘,}1:”{:.

“and temptation, as in the cafe of m"'“*::%;};
before his fuffering, in his agony, Like 22. Dearp,
43> 44. indangers and difficulties, asin the

. cafe of Paul, 4. 27:.23. 24,

2. Whatis the Office and Work of the
good Angels, at and after Death. :

1. They wait ‘to convey their Spirits
(when feparated from their Bodies) to the
place prepared for them till the umtm;_z_.of
Soul and Body again , Luke 16. 22, which
is nOt into the higheft Heaven, the moft
high and holy place , the glorious and eter-
nal Habitation of God , the holy of holies,
where¢ Chrift our high Prieft (only) is en-
tred, there to appear in the prefence of

‘God for us; but into Paradife, Like 23.43-
or the third Heaven , which is all one, as is
explained by the Apoftle, 2 Corinth. 12.
2; 4o

Gen. 24.7,40.

2. oiEhey,
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Queft

Anfw.

2, They fhall come with Chrift at the
day of Judgment, to gather all the faith-
ful to him, Marth. 24. 31. And [eparate

the wicksd from amorg therr , Matth, 13.°

L0. ;
‘gQigeﬂ. Have the Saints every onea par-

ticular Angel attending upon them, as
fome are of opinion ?

Anfw. Very probably it is fo: yet
all the Angels are for the Service of the
Saints, and they may have more thun one
if need tequire , Heb. 1.14. Are they 1ot
all Miniftring Spirits 5 [ent forth to mini-
Jler for them who fhall be Heirs of Salva-
tion. - and Chrift {aith , Marth. 26, §3.
T hinkeft thon that Icannot pray unte my Fa-
ther, and he (hall prefently grve me more than
twelve legions of /}"7/‘({(’/5: See 2 King, 6,
16, 17. and whereas the Prophet faith,
Pfal. 34. 7. The Angelof the Lord encam-
peth round abour them that fear hint , and
delivereth them. 1 underftand it to be in-
tended of the general care of the Arch,
or Chicf, Angel over the Church in ge-
neral , who have allthe heavenly Hoft for
that Service , and is called, Daz. 10, 21,
Michael your Prince : And probably it wag
the fame, Luke 2. 0, 10. 11.that brought
the tidings to the Shepherds of the Birth
of our Saviour; and wver. 13. and fuddain-
Iy there was with the Angel a mulritude of
{‘l;c heavenly Hoft praifing God, &c. fo
that the Saints have not only one Angel,

but

Of the Creation of the Angels; : Ch.¢"
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but the whole heavenly Hoft for Service,
i 98 nced and occafion requireth,, who are
[ imtelligible fpirits, fwift in motion, great in
Jength and ready in mind, to do the
Will and Pleafure'of the Lord, in this or

| a0y other matter , Pfal.163.20821.




