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CH AP XV
Of Gofpel-Affurance 3 and whether Afful

vance of intereft in Chrift in Grace and
« Glory, may be astained in this life,

'[ Shall now come to {peak fomething. a- of affi
R bout Gofpel-affurance, or the affurance rat of =
fof Faith, whether the affurancéof intereft Fwiny~
in Juftification and Salvation may be at-
tained in this life,on this fide the péfleffion
of the purchafed inheritance : and as for
b the affurance of Faith, we muft confider it
S fi. i two particulars: ;
- "1, Affurance of Faith in the truth ofithe ,?;,m.u: :

Doérine to be believed, and the truth and of Faithid tod
faithfulnefs of God therein, this being the theDoddrins
Faith to which Juftification is promifed,(as :
hath been before proved) and in'this, affu-
rance of Faith is requifite unto Juftification
and fife ; for if we falter in the teuth of 1
the Doérine , we muft needs fail in the %
whole ; by believing the eruth of the Do-
&rine of God, we juftifie him, and fes toour
feal that God is true ; and he will juftifie
thofe who' juftifie him & if we believe #ot, yet
be abideth faitbful, (ro thofe who believe,)
be will hot, be cannot desy bimfelf; 2 Tim.2,1%-
this being the Faith of Juftification ans =
] ht to be fully affureds
4 P 1L S

life, of this we oug




Of Gofpel Affurance. “Chute,
and infallibly, and undoubtedly fatisfied
of the truth of Godin his Word, and of
all things related therein, relating to Sal-
vation by Jefus Chrift Crucified, raifed and
afcended s fabi 6. 69. We believe, and- are
»fm’*e’tbat thow art the Chrift the Son of the Living
God,Cliap. 8. 24. If ye belicve not that I am
he, ye foall die in your fins ;' fo that Affurance
in this is pofitively neceflary, i. e. the full
affurance of Faith ; this Perer. Preached as

i neceflary to Salvation, Aé. 2. 36. therefore

let all the houfe of Ifvacl know affuredly, that
God bath'made that fame Fefus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Chrijt's 1 ‘Thef. 1. 5.
Our Gofpel came not vo you in word only, but alfo
in Powir, and invhe Holy Spirit, and in much
" affurance, &c. to that end was thofe mighty
gifts given to, and by the Apoftles in. the

* " Primitive time , for confirmation of the

truth o’f. the Do&trine of the Gofpel, Aé.
5.32. 1 PetM 12, which confirmation ftands
firm to ns., and to all' beligvers to the
Worlds end; though, it’s true, it is by the
work of thefume {pirit, in the fame Do-
&rine that dothi'éftablifh our hearts there-

B Tor gt : 7
" Yer.in this it’s poffible for gracious fouls
{fometimes to be under temptation, and to
warnt that alfurance, of Faith as 1$ requifite
i fo weighty a'mattef as this 155 there s
no temptition but a .Ch.rlﬁ_lill) may be af-
faulted with ; confent is the dangerou;
fin, and in this ‘matter, to depart from the
Faith,




Ch.is.  Of Gofpel Afférinee. * gy
Faith, and to rejeét Chrift crucified, and
Salvation by him, is the unpardonable fin, -~ :
Heb. 10.26.29. aud 6. 4,5,6- SR
Many gracious fouls trouble themfelves The unpar-

about this fin , fearing themfelves to be ‘,"9";’“9 fin
J wo

guilty thereof, through their ignorance of Yanss
the fin what it is.: all fin (it’s true) isa- i
gainft the Holy Spirit, but the unpdardona-
ble fin, or fin unto death,confifts efpecidlly
in two things 3 :
1. A wiltul departing from the Faiths
and refufing and reje&ing Salvation by, Je=
fus Chrift crucified, by perfons after:they
have profeffed Faith in him, and obedience
to him, according to thofe Scriptures bes
fore mentioned. ‘ BiTTe
‘2. A wilful and malicious oppofing of
the Spirits workings, or any known truth et
of the Lord Jefus, after conviction, that R
it is the Holy Spirit, and the truth of 'the i
TLord Jefus; yet contrary tO light and con=
vi&tions of confcience, for bafe, by ,-and
flethly ends to oppofe, contradiét, an
blafpheme, is the fin againft the Holy Spi-
rit; and this is it mentioned,Mat. 12,3153 2
with 7.24. but.for Chriftians to meet with
doubtings about the matters of Faith,
(though they ought to watch and war a- LA
gainft it) they have no ground to draw fad v
conclufions againft them{elves, thoughuie’s ©0 Fhae 2
caufe of humiliation, For {upportinfche =
cafes, confider, 1. The Prophet, Pﬂ;l.,_g B
3§429; O 37. the Lord having made great
: P2 and




Of Gofpel Affurance. Ch.1s,
and preciouis promifes to David, and in him
to Chrift, on the. new covenant account, in
which was much of the Gofpel Grace ; yet
immediately his Faith fails in the whole,
as if God had madevoid his covenant, and
Lroken all his promifes in that_ matter, vey.
38. 45, which hath been fulfilled on the
aatural feed, and worldly Kingdom, to vi-
fible appearance : but as it related to Jefus
Chrift, it ftands firm, and he is exalted up-
on the Throne, and the Promife is {ure to
all thee feed. 2. Fobn the Baptift, who bad
many high confirmations from Heaven
concerning the Lord Jefus, that he was the
Chrift ; he faw the fign upon bim, which
God gave him, by which he thould know
him, Fob. 1. 33. infomuch that he could
fay,ver. 34.56. I faw, and bear record, that
this is the Son of God 5 and bebold the Lamb of
God, éc. and heard the voice from Heaven
{aying, Thisismy beloved Son, érc. yet after
all thefe teftimonies and affurances of his
Faith in this matter, he being in Prifon,
comes to doubtiwhether he was the Chrift
or not, Matr. 11.3. Art thoi bim that fhould

- come, or do we look, for another ? which difco-
vers that there was in Jobn 2 doubt whether
he was the Chrift or no : and this appear-
eth not only by the meflage or queftion,
but if we'confider, 2. the time When he
fent, when he was in Prifon; 1t was g Pri-

-don temptation : 2. By the anf{wer of Chrift
80 Fobir to firengthen him tnder this temp-

tanO",
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Ch.1s. Of Gofpel Affurance.

tation, Go and fhew John thofe things that you
do kear and fee, ¢rc. 2. By his anfwer to the
multitude, Wwhat went ye out to [ee, a recd
Joaken with the wind? ¢rc. which clearly im-
-ports,that Fobn was fhaken in his Faiths and
yet for all that, he was @ Prophet, and nore
than'a Propher, v. 9. Which clearly imports,
that gracious fouls may come under temp-,
tations and doubts in matters of Faith-cf
highelt concernment, and. yet be gracious
ftill : yea further, gracious perfons may,
through a {udden tit of fear, and furprifal
by temptation, not only doubt in the main
matters of Faith, but even deny the Faith .
they have been eftablithed in. The cafe of
Peter is tull in this matter, who denied and
forfwore his Lord : but the différence lieth
here, the gracious perfofi may falbey a
{udden furprifal of finful fear, and weep
bitterly for it when it is done, and loves
the Lord the more ; but the otherdeli=
berately refolved, and wilfully departs”
from the Lord, and will no more of nim,
but with the dog veturns to bis vomit, and with
the fow that was wafbed, to ber wallowing again
inthe mire : yet it deeply concerns fouls to
be heedful of fuch temptations. .

2. The fecond fort of Affurance, is the z. of 4=
affurance of intereft in the Doétrine be- rance s
lieved ; and in fpeaking to-this, I fhall TR s
fhew, 1. That there is a Gofpel Affurance S
of intereft in Grace and: Glory to be obt
tained in this World. 2.What this Affur

e ; P(V’j, pance
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Of Gofpel Affurance. CRITSS
rance is, and how,and how far ir may be
attained. 3. What it is that ordinarily hin=
ders perfons from obtaining thereof,

1. That a well grounded Gofpel Affu-
rance of Faith may be attained here in this
life; itis that whlqll_ many Saints have at-
tained, and a poffibility is ftated for all ro
attain it. 1. That many have attained it, Fob,
though under atfli&ions, yet could fay, 1
kpow that my Redeemer liveth, &c. whom I fball
fee for my felf, &c. Fob. 19. 25.27. and'the
Prophet could fay, aftera cloud of dark-
nefs, and temptation, Pfal. 73. 24. 26. Thou
[halt guide me by thy counfel, and afterward re=
ceive me to Glory s and Paul, Gal, 2.20. Ilive
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave bimfelf forme: and 2 Tit. 4.7, 8. T have
fought a good Fight, I bave finifbed my courfe,
I have kept the Faith, from benceforth is laid up
for me a Crown of Righteoufnefs, which the
Lord the vighteous' Judge will give me at that
day, &c. :

But, 2. Left it be objedted by any, that
thefe were extraordinary ' perfons, and
therefore may doubt whether it be attain-
able by believers as fuch; a poffibility: is

ftated forall to attain it : and this willap.

pear in the promife; it’s'P_l‘Omiﬁ?d 4ot
Prophets,or Apoftles,or Minifters as fuch

" Eut toall Believers 5 he that believeth, and is bap-
tized, hall be [aved 5 and: Fobn 6. 40. and this
is. the will of kim that fens me, that every one
which feeth 1he Son, and believeth on bim, viay

: bave




Chity, Of Gofpel Affurance.

have everlafting life, fee Ad. 1631 Rom, 10,
9. If God hath made the promife of lifé
to believers as fuch; without diftinétions
he hath ftated a poflibility to believers to
obtain a Gofpel afftrance of their Salva=
tion. :

2. It appears in‘that'ic was the Apoftles
work, ( and fhould be the work ‘and en-
deavour of every faithful Minifter) to
help Believers in this matter; that fo they
might attain a well grounded conifortable
affurance of their intereft inf the grace of
lifes fo Paul, Rom, 3. 22. The ‘vightéoufiiefs
of God, which is by Faith of Chrift, tinto all, and
upon all that belicve 5 and Chap. 8. 1. Thare is
therefore now no condemnation to'them that are
i1 Chyift Fefus, who walk_ not after the flefb, but
after the [pirit 21 Fob.5.13, Thefe things bave
T writtén to them that believe, &c. 1hat’ ye may
ketow that ye bave eternal life, &c. The Lord’s
defign 15 not only to give his people eter=
nal life, but he would have them to know
it for their comfort; and for that end he
hath ftated clear grounds i his Word; by
which they may come té6 kiioW'it, as [ fhail
endeavour in the. fecond phce to hew
what itis; and how it may be attained.

-2, What this Affurance is, and how-fac Sy
it may beattained: 1. What itis, it is cal*

led in Scriptiire fometimes, the affurance
of Faith, Heb. yo. 22." Lét us draw near in
full affurance of Faith, Heb. 6,11. The full 4/~
furance of hope, the full affiiance of undﬂ’?%f:?

: P4 75




Of Gofpel Affurance., Ch.1s,
Cing 5 - Col. 2. 2. Confidence, boldnefs Eph. 3.

12. Heb. 10,35, The confidence of hope; Heby.

3. 6. Whofe boufe ave we, if we bl] faft the
confidence, and the vejoycing of the hope firm to
the end, The aflfurance of Faith , Hope,
Confidence,is fometimes higher,and (ome-
times lower 5 fometimes more, fometimes
lefs, according to the fouls exercife in the
word of’ Life,and work of Faith, and the
working of the Spirit in the word of Faith;
for there is ne fuch affurance to be attained
here, as when we come to the pofleffion of
the Kingdom and Glory promifed, when all
occafion of doubting fhall be done away :
for the afliirance here, is but. the aflurance
of Faith, Hope, and Confidence, which af-
fords Peace, Joy, and Confolation : the
Scripture (and fo muft reafon too) make
a vaft difproportion between the life of
Faith, and the life of prefent and full In-
Joyment, 2 Cor. 5., 7. We live by Faith , and
not by fight, that is, not by prefent injoy-
ment ; Heb. 10. 38. Now the juft (ball live by
Faith, that is, now in this fide the Glory
promifed, in which it may be fuppofed, is
danger of drawing back: If any man draw

back,my foul fhall have mo pleafure in bim.

2. How it muft be obtained ; the affu~
rance of Faith and hope muft be attained
by a refledt a& of the foul, or a refultancy,
or conclufion from the condition,on which
life is promifed: to inftance, Mat. 5 .3 .drc.
4 many precious promifes made to per~

fong




Ch.1s. Of Gofpel Affurance.

{ons that are indowed with thofé Divine
Virtues therein expreft,as, Blefed are the poor
in fpirit, &c. Who fo finds thofe Virtues in
him, may, and ought to claim hisintereft
in the promifes: fo Mat, 16. 16. He that
believeth, and is baptized, fhall be faved 5 ‘that
is, he that believeth,and obeyeth 'the Lord,
(of which, Baptifm is the firft, and inga-
geth to the whole duty of the ‘Gofpel)
thall be faved 3 I-do believe and obey the
Gofpel, therefore I thall be faved's fo 1 Fobt

5. 1. Whofoever doth believe that Fefus is the

Chrift, is born of God 5 this Faith,if right;
is accompanied with thofe other Virtues
" mentioned, as love to God , love to his
people, obedience to his will, and his Com~ -
mandments are not grievous , it getteth viciory
over the World, 8¢, as ver. 2. By this we know
we love the childven of God, when we love God,
and keep bis Commandments 5 ver.3 For this
is the love of God, that we keep his Command-
ments, and bis Commandments are not grievous =
that is, they are not grievous to Believers ;

ver. 4. Whatfoever -is born of God, overcometh o)

the World 5 and this is the vidlory that overcometh
the World, even your Faith. What the World
is that Faith overcometh, the Apoftle had

before explained, Chap. 2. 15,165 17- Faith o

getteth the vi&ory, by fixing: the foul on
better objedts than the World is: Heb.5:9:
He is become the Author of eternal Salvation $0
all them thatobey him. Now the refultancy
from the whole is, T do believe that ,76[2‘;




" Of Gofpel Affurance. Ch.x4,
is the Chrift; and my Faith is accompanieq
with love to God above all, and do love
his 'people for his fake; and do fincerely
defire to know and do his will, and keep
his Commandments; they are not grievous
to me, but my failing therein, is my prief;
and by this Faith I have overcome the
World, and am dead to it; and it js my
real defire and endeavour to abandon aj|
things that are contrary to the will of ‘the
Lord, to abbor that which is evil, and té cleaye
to thar whichis good 5 therefore I am born
of God, therefore [ have anintereft in the
new covenant, this is the way appointed of

God, in which they may make their Calling
- and Eleciion fure, if they give diligence to

it, 2 Pet. 1. Y0, and thefe are the things
that Fobn write in his Epiftle to' them thae
did believe, that they might know that they bad
eternal life; 1 Fob. 6. 13 and according to
our abounding in thofe Divire Virtues, or
not abounding, fo will ‘our affurance be,
2 Pet.3. 10,11,
- Queli. Is not Aflurance the immediate
gift of the Spirit ? does not the Scripture
fpeak of being fealed with the Holy Spirit
of Promife, Eph. 1. 13.2Cor. 1222
Anufw. 1. Its without all'queltion to me,
that the ground of all fealings is'from the
Holy Spirit, and that he doth" refrefh the
hearts of Believers,” and feal up love to
them in the waies of his oWn appointment;

Yet for: perfons te take that: for a.Galing

evidence,




Ch.15. Of Gofpel ' Affurarice.

evidence, which relates neither to word
nor work of thi Spirit, but fome appre:
hended over-powrings, or ftrong perfwas
fions without ‘all grounds, firong confis
dence and confolation, but knows not from
whence it comes, can give no reafon there=
of, bur fuppofeth that it .muft needs be
from the Spirit: this may be a delufion of
our own [pirits, or the Devi}, who can
transform bimfelf into an Angel of light 5 and
T fear many {ouls have mifcarried. on. this
account. e

». Theaffurance and comfort;0f Saiits
muft come in by believing, (if right, Rome«
18.13. The God of Hope fill you with oy and
peace in believing : 2, 1 Per. 1, 8: What ever
comes in any other way, mdy provea fan=
cy,and Faith in this matter muft have a
relation to the word of Grace , or the
work of the Spirit {uitable to fome word;

or both, inwhichis found the fealings of

the Spirit, it muft be in and: by the wor

and work.  The Spirit was promifed and
given for 1 twofold, Seal. -1..To feal the
truth of the Doétrine, to. be believed -by
its gifts and mighty works, in and. by the

Minifters thereof; and 2. To feal the truth s

of our Faith relative to intereft. in that
Dodtrine, and that. is by the word and
work of the fame Spirit- O i

1, By the word, Fob. 16+ 13, 14~ Where

219

2

rhe Spiri

rals by the

the manner of the Spirits work is difcoversiyord,
eds that is, be hall guide you into srasbsbe P22
e § ri 3 7108 -
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Of Gofpel Affurance. Ch.15,
not  fpeak. of himfelf, he fhall [hew  you
ghings to come, he [ball glovifie me, be [ball
take of mine, and [bew it unto you; fo
that the way of the Spirits working
and leading into truth is, in opening
the Word, and thewing the goodnefs of
the Word, the Do&trine of the Gofpel
which leads us to Chrift; for he (hall glo-
rifie him, and take of his, and fhew it to
the foul ; and there is nothing of Chrift:
to be thewed to us, more than is revealed
in, and by the Word : fo that the Spirits
fealing is in, and through the Word ; and
this Believers have experience of, more or
lefs, (of the Spirits fealing through the
Word, read, heard, and applyed) to their
joy and comfort; for the Spirit comforts,
by opening Chrift, and the bleffed truths
of the Gofpel reclating to him, by his
Word, and' his Ordinances appointed for
that end.

Que't. In what manner doth the Spirit
work by the Word, in {zaling up-affurance
to the fouls 3 1s it by an immediate bring~
ing in of Scripuure over-powringly un-
thought on, or unexpeéted ? !

Anfw. Semetimes the Spirit of Chrift
may {o work, and I queftionnot but thae
in fome cafes, and at fometimes he'hath fo
wrought, though it’s not fo ufual, noral-
waies may it” prove fo fafe to be depended
on; for when we refpe& more the manner
of irg being broughtin, than the matter;
' and
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and the woft_:ﬁe fealing teftimony (as
apprehended) lieth rather in the manner

f | than the matter; Sethan may transform
¥ fie himfelf therein, and deceive the foul: I
P have known fome looking fo much after
( ,j,, the manner of receiving evidence in this
iﬁ? way,as that they thought {carfly any Scrip=

ture thedigfor worth a looking into, unlefs

brought in in this way, which isa great and

dangerous temptation. But if atany time

the Spirit of the Lord, do in diftrefs fup-

ply the foulin this way, it may be knowns

1. When the Scripture is fuitably applied

to the fouls condition; 2. When the fruit

thereof is thankfulnefs to God, humility,

and an humble walk with God, and with

% * - hispeople: for delufions in this cafe are

‘ accompanied with bad effedts , as pride,

(elf-exalting, negle& of duty fo the Lord,

and flighting the Word, (unlefs it bein

this manner of revelation, as it’s called; )

but to the Believer , every word of the

Lord is pure and precious, and the Spiri€

meets with fealing evidences fometimes in

one word, and fometimes in another, from

the openings of the Grace and Glory of

the tew covenant; with the applications' 2@,

thereof; {o that the foul can fay on googl

ground, this is my promife (where-ever 1t

finds it) my Grace, my Glory»and the Lord ',

is my Portion, my God in whom I truft. S By#sT
2. The Spirit f{eals -Affurance, by his gerk in 158

work, inthe hearts of Believers; as‘tg :"}Sf"“'ﬂ
ey W) Oy
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Word, he' leaves fuch an impreff;
the foul,’of his gwn likeneﬁs? by V;)ii]icﬁ}:flo]g
whole man is in a meafitre formed into the
Image and likenefs of Chrift, that, upon
examination, the. Believer finds the Spirit
of Chrift is there; ‘he finds' Fajply , and
Love, and Humility, and Meeknefs, and
Obedience, and Joy ‘in the Lord; from
whence the Believer clearly concludes,chat
the Spirit ‘of the Lord is there : it .is the
Spirit of Adoption, that inables thofe, in
~~whom itis, to cry - Abba Father'; thatis, i¢
difeovers the Adoption and Sonfhip to the
. foul ; and this dethi 1ot import (alwaies)
ah undoubted affurance, ‘yet the foul can
" ery it otity cry Abba Father; fo it is, in both
Scripture that {peaks of this truth, Rom.S,
14, Gal 4. 6. It's’ a Metaphor taken from
childrén, who, when their Father frowns,
or hides his'face, -yét they lofe not their
relation, though they cry, yeét their cry is
Father , Father s fo gracious ‘fouls thae
have the Spirit of Adoption; though but
- I6w in theitapprehenfions, yet they cry it
otrt; Father, Father; and claim their inter-
: eft and relation ftill. : 8
Buet, (05 In the fame Scriptureit’s faid, for
3¢ kave vot received the Spirit of bfmdﬂge fo
‘ fear, again, buv the Spirvit of Adoption, &c 2
Whiely feews: to impore , that' Where ¢he

“ 1. Spirit of Adoption js, all doubting: gnd

' fears'is done away : and Fobn faith, ¢ Fob.
4.'Y8, That perfeit love caftoth out feay,

Anfw.
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Anfw. RE We are to'underﬁand, that the
Apoitle in this place is diftingnifhing be-
tweenthe two. miniftrations, i, e. between

229
Anf,

the old and new Covenants, and the dif= -

fering (pirit that each tended to 5 the firft,
with all its facrifices , which could not make
the comess thereunto perfedd, as pertaining 10
the confcience, Heb. 9. 9. and 10. I, had a na=
tural tendency to leave them under bon-
dage and fear, there being a remembrance of fim
every year, when the ficrifice was over, they
muft neceffarily be under fear till another
facrifice. ‘ ~ AR

Buit the Gofpe! miniftration is a mini- .
ftration of Liberty, Life, and Peace, by

that one Sacrifice once offered for all, that
there is no caufe of fear for need of ano=

ther Sacrifice s fo that the {pirit of the

Gofpelin the miniftration thereof hath its
natural tendency' to ‘take away legal “fear
out of the hearts of Believers ,: where the
[pirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, that is,from
the fpirit of bondage: it doth not import

that the Saints are freed from the filial fear

of God, nor from fear. of finning ‘agdin
him, nor from having an holy fear of them=
{elves, left they come fhort, Heb.4i 1.
And it’s true, perfedi love alteth out fears
that is, that fear which hath torment, the le-
gal fear 5 andies crue likewife, that:ifiwe
did or conld:live up in the perfe& appre=
henfion of ‘the love of God in Chrift to us;

. (which®owd perfedt our love co'him) WE
E - could



could not fear the legal fear, you cannor
fear, that one whom you believe do intire-
ly love you, will do you hurt ; fp live in
this love of God, and you cannot feqr this
fear, that is, you cannot. fear that he will
damn: you, and deftroy you after all the
Gofpel-grace and manifeftations of pis
love Datl 1

But:yetfor all this, you may fear, and
you'l have need (fometimes) to fear your
own naughty hearts, and finful nature; and
€0 take heed of an evil bea t of unbelief, to de-
Part from this Living and Loving God.

Sothat the fum of all is this, that Be-
Yievers under the Gofpel are freed trom the
old covenant {pirit, of bondage, and under
that notion cannot fear again, becaufe chey
are by one, Sacrifice for ever - perfecied ; they
need not another to take away their fins, if
they live up much in the love of God, they
cannot fear that God will hurt them, but
do them gaod. ;

But when their fear works fo highas to
difclaim their relation, that is befides . the
Spirit of the Gofpel, unlefs it beasa pu~
nifhinent of fome former or prefent fin;
thereby to work the foul to a more watch-
ful frame, how it walks for time to come.

Now. this new Covenant affurance, as it
admits of degrees, {o in the higheft degree
it admits of imperfeétion s and reacheth
not fo fir as fight and. injoyment ;3 {o that

in the fame fouls may be high C°"ﬁde“°§
2o an

“ Of Gofpel Ajfuranlce.; Ch.1g '
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and comfort at one time, and flagings and
fears at another ; not fears of Gods love
and faithfulne(s; nor the all-fufficiency of
that one Sacrifice, but fear of our own de-
ceitful hearts, and naughty natures; and
the reafon is, becaufe (as I faid before) our
affurance depends not only qn the truth
and faichfulnefs of God in his: Word, but
likewife on the truth of the work of Grace
in us, and that work being imperfect as in
us, our affurance muft needs be fomething
like unto it 5 but when that which/is perfecl is
come,, then that which is imperfeci fhall be done
away 3 then no more fin nor forrow, no
more fear of coming thort of thatreft.

¢ Queft. If our aflurance muft come in Queff.
from theDivine works, and workings of

the Spirit through the Word in the way by
you prefcribed, is it notthe way to keep
fouls under doubtings ftill 2 when thofe
Divine Vircues are low,and hardly difcern-~
able by reafon of corruption, it muft needs
minifter occafion of doubting ? ;
sadnfw. 1. Thisis the moft cerrainand il
fallible way ot difcerning our intereft, and
in this the Devil cannot delude, or deceive
fouls, when ‘our affurance, comes in from
Scriprure-grounds 3 but 'the other 15 un-
caveain,fouls may be degeived;and the moft
certain and fure, muft needs be beft, and
moft farisfaftory to the fincere Chriftian.

2.7 Thofe bhigh (fiippofed) aflfurances
without relationto the Weord or work of

Q the.

- Aofa
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drances of
Affurance,

Of Gofpel Affurance. Churg
the Spirit, Cif true) may fail as much, and
more than the other, unlefs fouls will live
for ever under one fingle fealing evidence,
(as I fear too many do fo negleét the daily
exercife of Faith,) or expe&t daily renewed
{eakings, which I {fuppofe are not ordinary
in this ways whereas thofe Divine Virtues
of the Spirit to which the promife is made
(hall never totally fail, in truly gracious
fouls 5 though through the prevalency of
¢orruption they may e clowded, yet the
fou} may through all the clowds of dark-
nefs, fee {fomething of the Divine ftamp
left and remaining on the heart: if’ fome=
times (to apprehenfion): there fhould ap-
pear nothing but a fenfe of fin, and bitter |

weeping forit, witha heart longing atter [t

Chriftyas was fometimes the cafe of Peter,
yet this is fomething, yea very much  of
the Divine impreflion, and fo it appears to
be the fure way for folid peace, and falva-
tion in the end. )

. What it is that ordinarily hinders
Chriftians from obtaining this afli. =« -3
though firft [ fear that many Cheilaans
content themfelves with an ungrounded
affurance, and fuch need to be frartled out
of their groundlefs fecurity: and, 2. O-
thers fcarce trouble themfelves about the
matter, but content themfelves in the form
of the Gofpel, leaving the matter of affu-
rance of 1ntereft to thofe that will trouble
themfelves about it: but it’s thar which

does
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does concern every true Chriftian (both
for his own.comfort, and the comfort or
convition of others) to beable to give a

- ealon of his hope, a grounded and com-

ortable aflurance of " intereft in Chrift and

Grace being of that worth 5 for a comfor-
table walking with God here, (though not
the effence of Chriftianity) T fhall endea-
vour to ftate fome of the lets and hin-
drarices, that Chriftians may efcape them,
and obtain the mercy.

The firft let or hindrance T fhall menti- Lets and

T v s A ut biudrapc_e:
onarifeth from the confufed notions abou o sbrdihiig
Affurance.

the way of obtaining thereof, which have
occafioned many mifcarriages ; fome to
conclude that they have it, when it’s to be
feared they do miftake, and if (o, they de-
ceive themfelves, and others; ferious {ecek-
ing fouls, fent with forrow to their graves,
forwant of right diretion' from the Word
of” Life in thig'matter.

-I. It hath been by many’ fuppofed,’ that 1. supofing

X % y th
the Faith of aflurdance of intereft, hath the Far

beew thie Faith of Juftification'; and hence

of interfﬂ

to be the

perfonstalting thor ¢ iy this, conclude that gairh of
they have no Faich ac all, buc chat they are 7ufifica-

in a ftate of unbeljef : I have known fome ion.

to lie in {orrow, complaining they had no
Faith, and o under fegrs of perifhing, be-
caufe they could'not believe their own in-
terft, being unskilled in the right way of
Making it up to their comfort; [ have
asked them; do you' believe in trurh]ti(,_.;:

Q2 efs
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Jefus is the Chrift 2 they anfwer, yea, then
youare born of God, Job. 5<1: Do you be~
lieve the truth of the Doétrine of the Gor,
fpel concerning the life and falvation held,
forth therein by Jelus Chrift’ crucified;
( yea) then you have that Faith to which
Salvation ds, promifed :  \Mar. 16! 15, 16.
1 ob. 5..10, 11, 13. Do you believe with
your beart that God hath. raifed Chrift from the
dead ?, if you do, you cannot. but believe
that be died for our finsy -according to she Scrips

-« ture; (yed) thenyou thall be faved, Rom.10.
. 9: Are you in good earneft, willing to be

faved by Chrift, and to be ruled by: him.as
your Lord, and to férve him. in all things ?

Anfw. yea, with my whole foul,if I may be \

accepted ; ‘then you - have the, Spirit of
Chrift, 1 Cor. 12. 3. Do you love God and
Chrift above all.and his people for his {ake?
vea, I love God and Chrift (Ihope) above
all, and defire to love them more, and his

.. peoplé, becaufe they are his, and his image

is ftampt upon them, then you are born of

_ "fol"God, 1 Fob. 3.74,19; and 4,7 12. And do

you fee your felf vile , are you poor in
your own eyes, and do you fee and believe,
that if ever you be faved, it muft be by the
free Grace and Mercy of God in Jefus
Chrift? Yea, I do find it fo to be with me,
then yours is the Kingdom of Heaven; Mat.
5. 3. Bleffed are the poor i Jpirit, for theirs is
the Kingdom of Heaven. And what Faith is
it that you would have? will the Faith of

Abrakam

i
)

,t
1
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Abrabam the Father of us all-do it ? Ee be-
lieved God ., and. it was accoxnted - to bim for
Rightesufnefs, Kom. 4.3. Will the Faith to
which Juftification and’ Life is promfed
do it ? why that you have, and yet con-
clude that you 'have no Faith: thus many
Poor fouls lie groveling on the ground,
{uppofing they have no Faith, when in
truth they ave rich in Faith, and beirs of that
Kingdom which God bath promifed to them that
love bim, Fam. 2. 10. and from fuch a felf-
examination may doubting {ouls come to
fee that they indeed have Faith, even the
Faith of Gods Eleét, and be able to give a
reafon of their Hope both to them{elves
and others.

But for perfons to fuppefe, that the
Faith of intereft is the firft and only Faith
of Juftification and Life, is according to
the Proverb, to fet the Cart before the
Horfe, which muft needs go heavily, and
lf)ri:;g difconfolation and confufion to the
oul. :
2. Others talk at fuch arate about the 2.Suppefing

attaining of Affurance, as if it muft drop ;;';fm";”:;'f

down from Heaven into the heart in fome pov oay

wonderful, unknown way, immediately ¢y manner.
¢ from the Spirit, with fuch over-powrings 2
| of confolation, as if they were in Heaven

alredy,fuch as fcarfly any ferious Chriftians

have experienced; which have amazed feri-

ous fouls out of their hope and confidence,

having no experience of fuch a thing ; and
others
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others it may be cheated with fomething
like this, with a foolith confidence of a(-
furance of Heaven, ordinarily arrended
with Pride and Self=conceit, and negleét of
an humble walk with God, which is the
way for Chriftians to walk into Glory 3
whereas folid and found affurance muft
come by believing, and the Spirits fealing
is in that way, and the higheft attainment
of Joy and Peace is by believing; whar
comes inany other way, comes we know
not whence, and may lead us we know not
whether.

3. Others 3. Others will have no Faith of affu-
fome imme- vance, unlefs it be from fome Scripture im-
diare appli- mediately and powerfully brought to them
carionof by the Spirit to the fatisfying of” their
fome Scrip= {oyi)s, :m(i filencing all doubts in the mac-
IS ter,and this they account the fealing of
the Spivit. Te this I fay, 1, That it is
merty when the Lord does bring Scripture
to remembrance, to his people, fuitable to
their conditions, for their comfort and in-
ftruftion ; I doubt not but that God doth
. Inftyudt, {upport and comfort his people
1 inthis way: yet, 2. This is not the Scrip-
ture way in which fouls may undoubted]y
read their intereft : it's true, it's matter of
meditation and confolation to gracious
fouls, to have the Word brought into their
remembrance, but not the ‘way preferibed
by which they may undoubtedly conclude

their interelt,

2. The

i

i
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2. The Scripture faith, that we thould
€ able and ready to give a veafon of our hope ;
now this is no fufficient reafon, according
to the Scripture,either to fatishe our felves
or others, that I had fuch a Scripture
brought home to me at fuch a time, in
which the affurance of my intereft in Grace
and Life was fealed ¢ this fingly of it felf
may be true or falfe, if there be not the
rational Scripture ground, that is, the true
work of Grace ; it’s a hundred to ore but
1t's talfe and detufive, therefore, at a di-
ftance from the work of the Spirit, it's no
fure ground ; for Satan can make ufe of
Scripture to deceive fouls. So thatI fay,
that evidence that may admic of doubr,
and if the party receiving it, be void of
thofe evidences I have minded,then it’s un-
doubtedly falfe, and theretore not over-
confidently to be buile upon.

But in the other way, of concluding our
intereft from the work of the Spirit in us,
fuitable to the Word without us, when
there is an anfwerablenefs in this matter,
it's furely of God, and in this the Devil
will not, cannot deceive you s it works
you more to love, and te like the Lord:
but the other, if not right, it {erves rather
to harden, and to cyre mifcarriages  ever
after. . Well, faith fuch a foul, I'had fich
a word brought in ar fiich a time, in fucha
manner, in which I was fealed : I will never
let go that, it was of God, I fear neither

Q4 Devil
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Devil nor men, &c. Though the right ufe - P
of former experiences is precious, yet: I it
fear this hath proved to the damage of _ i(::ing
many fouls. -l

And on the other hand, gracious and e
tender fouls that hiath the root of the mat- / f?ct;c
tep in them, underftanding that this is the b ii[[ﬁ)(
fuppofed wiy to getaflurance ; and having 0%
no experience thereof in themfelves, put (0 {
their fouls upon the rack of doubts and thlsw
fears without caufe, fearing they have no ! a9‘41
Faith, being afraid to draw conclufions ofl
from right Gofpel grounds: O, faith the ;
foul , I never had experience of fuch a cof
f'ealinig evidence , therefore'I fear all is / t\‘“g
naught. x

42.; Some talk of aTurance at {uch a rate, \\’ il
not only as if’ it muft come in fome ftrange |y
immedijate way from the Spirit, but like- fo‘
wife it muft come to whom, and when he |- ' ¢
pleafeth, and that it’s retained from fome i’
for ever 5 that is,inthisWorld, and as if ¥
it were referved to fometimes, and for |
fome perfons, @c. And this puts tender "
and ferious fouls to a doubt in the matter, ‘
where ever they may meet with any com- g
fortable aflurance of the love of God to L
their {ouls, ¢~c. @ gt

TothisI fay, it's true it is the gift of ger
God,but no other than the Spirit and Faith ol
is, and if any one bath not the Spirit of God, fi
and Faith, he is' none of bis3 and whoever - ﬁ‘ﬂ
canvaffure himfelf that he hath the Spiric  ~
of
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of Chrift, is {ure of all ; for God no more
with-holds affurance from any of his, than
he does his Spirit, and the virtues thereof';
but it is as common for all Saints as be-
lieving, though all Saintsare not fo com-
monly inftruéted herein: God is no re-
fpeter of perfons, he' would have all his
lictle ones to have the confolations of the
Gofpel : it is true, there are caufes why
God may hide his face from his people in
this matter, but that relates to themfielves
as the caufe, which is the fecond hindrance
of aflurance. ;
2. Sin proves a great hindrance to the 2. Sin
comfortable affurance of the Saints 3 and JI" 47
that, 1. Sometimes chrough miftake ; and, ,‘,":xﬁ;::u
2. Sometimes juftly. 1.Sometimes through
miftake ; for indeed fin, if feen and repen~
ted of, cannot juftly hinder aflurance, for
to fuch fouls there is the promife of mer-
cy, they are under the promife of the par-
doning Grace of the Gofpel, 1 Fob. 1. 9-
The remembrance of old fins, or new fins,
. if repented of, fhould not hinder, 1 Fob.
I £ 58 ‘

2. Sin fometimes juftly hinders aflu-
rance, when it is rcgarded in the heart, and
unrepented of; it ftares in the conf¢ience,
and fills the fou] with fear ; and no won-=
der,iffin be harboured fecretly in the foul,
whether it be pride, covetoufnefs, opprel-
fion, difobedience, negle of duty, lofs of

firft love, &c. one of thefe two thing$
muft

£33
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muft neceflarily follow ; either, 1.adull
infenfible ; hardened frame, without all
fearor doubts: or, 2. Clowds and dark-
nefs, doubtsand fears do arife about inter-
eft, and that juftly too, till the foul do re-
pent, forfake, and turn to the Lord; If 2
regurd iniquity in my beart, God will not bear
my Prayer 5 there is the fame reafon as well
as rule, fora Believer to repent of fin, be-
fore he can have true Peace, as for a finnet
in the firlt work of Converfion; for fin is
the {ame ftill where-ever it 153 and on this
account it is, that God doth hide himfelt
from his people, and leave them under af-
fli®tion and forrow, Deut. 32. 20. And on
this account it is, that perfons may - have 4
comfortable affurance, and lofe the fenfes
thereofagain, by renewed acts of fin, with-
out repentarce. :

. Hindrance is, miftakes in the manner
and mecthod of the Spirits working, and
fo of witnefling in fome cafes, proves a
great hindrance to Chriftians in their aflu-
rance 3 by reafon of which, gracious fouls
take up that againft themfelves, as an hin-
drance, which 1s one of the moft affured
grounds of” the truth of Grace, and of the
Spirits working ; to inftance, Fob 16.8 9,
11. The Spirits work is to convince the woy]}
of fin, of righteoufuefs, and of judgment ; \ov,
when the Spirit in the Word effe&ts this
work in the hearts of finners, when they
{ce themfelves to be finners, and miférable

in

X
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in themfelves, and that they are unrighte-
ous,and that their own righteoufne(s is
nothing worth, and that there is righ-
teoufnefs in Chrift for finners , becaufe
he is gone to the Father to ' make good
his {uffering on that account, and of the
certainty of Judgment, becaufe the Prince of
this World is judged 5 this work being effe-
&ed in them, they fink in their {piricsiand
think they are undone, that there is no
hepe of mercy, when they are in the high-
way, of mercy and the Spirits working
in order to their eternal fafety. Hard it is
to {uffer the lofs of all things, not only
their fins , but their own righteoufnefs;
and to fubmit themfelves to the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift, Phil. 3.7.8,9. and this not
onlyin the firft work of Converfien, but
after fome progrefs in Chriftianity 5 many
gracious perfons are exceeding liable to
this miftake: O, faith the gracious foul,
(that lives moft in felt~examination, and
fo in the knowledg of himfelf, and the
badnefs of his own nature) I find fuch @
deadnefs in my nature, fuch an indi{pofed-
nefs to chat which is good, ¢¢. that I fear
all is naught, and that it is not for fuch a
oneas I to chink that I have any thing of
good inme, This, I know, is the cafe and
complaint of many gracious fouls, where-
as this is one of the moft undoubted evi-

dences of being peffeft with the Spiriqof
Chrifts
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Chrift;and. fo ina ftate lof Grace, Rom. 8,
, 10, The Apoftle having afferted this
eruth, That if any matikave tios the Spirit of
Chrift, be is none of biss but how fhall I know
that I have the Spirtt ot Chrift ? The A~
oftle:anfwers this queltions Jf Chrift be in

you, the body 18 dead becaufe of [finy but the Spirit

is life becaufe of rigbt{oujne}};; that is, if the
Spirit of Chrift be in youy it hath difco-
vered your own deatl to-you; you fee
that there is nothing but death in your
own nature, becaufe of fin, but the Spirit is
life, becaufe of righteoufnefs 5 that ie, if the
Spirit of Chrift be in you, it hath difco~
vered your own death to yous you fee
there is nothing but death in your bodies
by reafon of fin, but the righteoufne(s of
Chrift, the Grace, the Mercy, the pardon
of fin for the fake of Chrift, isthe life of
your Spirits ; this is a certain evidence of
the Spirits work, when it caufeth fouls to
be fenfible of their own death, and the life
that is in Chrift Jefus, and that not only in
their firft converfion and turning to the
Lord; but it keeps up, and carrieth on
that work in the hearts of Believers all
the daies they live in this world, Col. 3. 3.
For ye ave dead, and your life is bid with Christ
in God : not only dead to fin, but you do,
or fhould know, that there is nothing but
death in your nature, as of your felves,
and your fife is in Chrift hid there; {o that
fometimes Chriftians themfelves that are

interefled
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interefled in it can {carce fee it, or believe
italtogether hid from wicked menjthey are
ftrangers to it,and as for the glory there-
of, hid from all Saints, #ill Chrift who is our
life do appear. then fball shey appear wish bim in
Glory, ve 4. that;this is fo {urea charaiter of
the Spirits working, doth further appear,
Rom. 7..18. 1know that in me,. that is, inmy
ﬂdha ;dn?ﬁllﬂtb MO g(wd tbing' Q, ‘bUE‘.thn
Ghriftians are taught this Jeffon, they think
-they are undone, and {0 indeed. they are in
themfelyes, bur it's an high difcovery of
the Spirits working 5 the flefh never did,
never, will difeoyer its own badnefs.; but
the flefh. will be. alwaies priding it felf;
and;puffing it felf up, though altogether
without caufe.s but, Bleffed are the poor in
fvirit , for theivs s the Kingdom of Heaven,
Matt, 5.-3. That.is, thofe who are (enfible
oftheir own poverty,and want of all good
in;themfelves , that what of virtue 1s in
them; is of the Lord, and from him, and
that,their righteoufnef(s and life is of free
Gracein our-Lord Jefus Chrift 5 fo that
this(it’s evident) hath been a needlefs hin-
drance in the way of the Chriftians com=
fort, and is rather a firong ground to con-
firm them in. the. truth of their. pactaking
of Gofpel Grace.
4. Hindrance is., that miftaken notion
amongft many Chriftians, that is, that we

¥
miﬂnkt a-
Bout the
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, Hin-

ance 18y

muft feek God and his Glory only in all g of feek

our feekings, fervices and futferings, aﬂ‘i mg.
; : no
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not any thing for our felves'; O, faithhe
gractous foul, I cannot, I dare not lie, I find
that T cannot but have refpeét to my felf;
and mine own falvation’s if that were /|eft
out, I thould fink and fail in the work; ‘ingd
that makes ‘'me fedr that it 1s not righ,

what-ever Ido. '

Doubtlefs this isa miftaken notion, and
contrary to the very drittand fcope of the
Gofpel s for the great defign of'God in ‘the
work of Redemption, iéxt his own Glory,
was the falvation ‘of poor finners ;- and to
fuppofe that God would' have ' his 'people
to.leave out their own good and' fulvition
in the Gofpel work, which he hinifelf hath

fo much défigned in the whole ‘work ef
Gofpel Redemption, '1s contrary €6 7all ~

(both divite and humane) reafon.

1. The" incouragement to "bc-Iicvihéf,
oleying, and fuffering 1§ this, Juftification,
Aé. 13, 39. Salvation, Mar.x6: 16, 44 16,
31. Rom. 2..10. Augmentation ‘of: Glory;
2 Cor 4. 17, 18, And certainly Godiwonld
nevet have ftated thefe as'incoliragements,
it he would not have bhis people o lidve
refpédt thereto. *' ° ol i anh

2. This1s that which Hath been the'ens

~ couragenent of the Saints throughout a)]

generations, and that which they had ip

. their éyes, to which they bad refped, and

which they fought after , Matt. 19, 27,

" Peter's queftion, with Chrift’s gracions an-
fwer, We bave lefr all, and followed thie s amd

what
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what fhall we have ? Heb. 11.'13, 14,15, 16,
defcribes  the . Patriarks to be feeking a
Countrey, and fo to have refpeét to the re-
compence of reward , and God’s owning
them therein; wherefore: (even for feeking
an heavenly Country according to the will
of God) he was not afbamed to be called their

Ged 5 for he hath prepared for them a City, -

ver. 24, 25, 26, Mofes left Egypt, and Pha-
raok’s houfe, and refufed to be called the Son of
Pharaoh’s Daugbrer, and: chofe rather to fuffer
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleafuresof fin for a feafon 5 effeeming the
reproach of Chrift greater viches than the trea-
Jures of Egypt 5 for be bad re[peci unto the ve-
compence of veward, 1 Cor.9.24.t0 27. Rom.
2.7. Heb 10..434. 36, Rev, 22. 14. with
multitudes of like Scriptures that might
be mentioned in this matter.,  Inall which
itappears, thatit is the will of God, and
hath been the defign of the Saints in all
ages, to be feeking after their own f{piri-
tual and eternal welfare: and indeed it’s
one of the firlt iexhortations. of Chrift to

his, Firft  feek the Kingdom of Heaven, and the
- Righteoufnefs itheveof 5 ¢r¢.. and the reward

is that which all true Believers muft and
do believe, Heb. 11. 6.
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X To C_]eﬂf‘ this matcer further, I thall mind 4 Things to
four things, I That we are to feek God clear this:
and his Glory fieft and chiefly, becaufe he mare’:

is the chiefeft good ; and in feeking him,
and finding him, we find all3 yet not to
: [eave

.
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Jeave onit our {elves, and our own good iy
{eeking him, it‘is for his worth-that we
{eek him, that we may be ‘able in truth to
{ay as the Prophet, Lam. 3. 24. The Lord is
iy Portion, faith my foul, therefore will I bope
in bim ; for when once the foul hath anin-
cerelt in Chrift, and in God, he hath anin-
gereft in all, T Fob 5. 12. He that bath the
Son, bath life; 1 Cor.3.22;23.

. He that truly {eeketh the honour of
God and Chriff, {ecketh his own honour in
the right way; he that taketh care of the
honour of God and Chrift in*'the right
way, (that is, in believing, loving, and o-
beying the truth,) God will take ‘care for
his honour, ¥ Sam: 2.30. the ‘Lord faith,
He that bonoureth me, Lwill bonour.’ :

'3, 1f we feck otir' felves in the  way that
God hath appointed; we cannot mifcarry,
that is, in the lofe 6f our felves and clea~
ving to the Lord alone, ‘expe&ing all from
Grace, in the wiy of Faith and Obedience,
not for any méritorious goodl that is in uss
that when we havé done all we 'can, fezand
fay, that we are uhprofi rablé Servants, and
cry Grace, Grace, to the whole work,both
for us, and in us, then we rightly feek God
and Glory. -

4. 1t’s true in one {enfe, that we may not
{eek our felves by any means, that is, ‘gur
own eftcem and glory here among men, or

" to be lifted up inour oWn minds, that is,

flefhly, and of the firft man, that muft be
“morti-
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oortified, as a dangerous and foul-ritining,
and God-dithonouring evil, that: Chrifti~
ansare too much by nature inclined to,
through the' remainders of the old cor-
rupt nature; ‘and muft be watched and
warded againft; felf-wifdom, felf-will, felf-

241

- efteem, felf-boalting, and felt-glorying, is
* to be abandoned ; but in {eeking after and

obeying of God and Chrift, Te feek glory,
hononr, and eternal life, is {o confiftent with
the truth of the Gofpel, that it’s impof-
fible to {ever them, whatever fouls foolith=
ly and vainly imagine to ithe contrary ;
What God hath joyned ‘together, let no man put
afunder, ) ,

5. Hindrance of fouls aflurance is, when s- Hins
they trouble themifelves about the Decrees "'l‘"’“’ ;
and Counfel of God, whether Eledted, orr2enfoh
not Ele&ted ; if they are not Elected, thenthemferves
it’s in vain for'them to believe, év. about Gods

This is not "a waork for Chriftians te Decrees.
trouble their minds about,neither are they
like to have the affurance of Gofpel con-
folation, while they make this their firft
work : I'fhall forhelp in this maceer, pre=
{cribe thefe fever things. ‘

I. That Chriff died for all, and that the g Things
love of God in the Gofpel is truly pro= FO"ﬁf{lfffdr
pounded to all, and thae all are brought”‘"’”mﬂ'
under it, either ina way of life or death ;™
life, if' they repent, believe, and ob-y it3
death, if they ré'eftit, 1 7it.2.6. Heb. 2.9.

1 Fob. 4. 14, Job3. 16,19, Mar. 16.15,16:
R 2. That




242

Of Gofpel Affurance. Ch.14,

2. Thatall are invited, and ‘required to
believeand obey the Gofpel, with gracious
promifes Jof -acceptance, by him that is
truch it felf, and cannot lie; nor will he de-
¢ceive thofe that come to:him, Ifz. 55. 7.
Matt, 11:28. Ads17.30. 1Tit. 2, 4.

. 3. There is' the fame reafon for all to
walt, and doubr in this matter, as for any
one; and yet we find not any ene men-
rioned in the Scripture, :among the many
thonfands of  Believers. that made a doubt
on this ground; no, not of the worlt! of
finners : thofe that had ahand in the Cru-
cifying: of “Chrift, Ads2; 23.36,37,471.
They gladly received the word of Salva-

-»tion; not - queftiouing the matter of Ele-

‘&ion, but glad, with the good news of
Salvation’,' on the teartvs propounded;
with many like inftances of - Gentiles as
well as. Jews, Aéts 13, 48.And the Apo-
{tles did not propotind Eleétion as any hin-
drance to the Faith of any; but affures
them, Cwheére-ever they came ) that on-the
tearms of the Gofpel chey thould be faved;
Ads16:31. Feleve on theLord Fefus, and
thou fbalt be faved.

4+ Nordid'the Apoftlis mention Ele-

o &ion to: Believers atter converfion, with

, Yo b o~
any defign to ftumble them'in the marter

“iof Faith relating to theirown intereft, but

that they might the more admire Grace,
and live to the God of Grace, that: they
might not -facrifice to theit own net, nor
- take
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‘take the ‘Glory of the work of Ged
‘Wrought in them, and for them, to them-
felves, but that they might give the glory
of all to him, and [ive to him in the injoy-
melnt thereof, Rom. 11.6,33. Eph. 1.3 4.

5. Nor hath God done any a& (contrary
to the free tenders and invitations of the
Gofpel) that may tend to difcourage, or
hinder any from believing and obeying the
Gofpel, that they may be faved; God’s
Ele&ting fome, that he might not lofe his
defign wholly in the reftauration work, is
no bar to_hinder any, becaufe he affords
‘means and helps to all'5 o that men fhall
one day acknowledge, that' God is righte-
‘ous, and their damnation is of themfelves,
and of their ¢wn choices 7 would, but ye
would not 5 {ce Prov. 1,20. to the end.

6. Take 'heed' of entertaining ' fuch
‘thotghts” aboue ‘the  Decrees of God,
(which'are fecret and hidden) as are in-
confiltent with the Dodtrine of the Gofjel,
‘his revealed will 5 forall notions about the
“Decrees, really inconfiftent’ with ‘the Do-
“&rine of Grace, and promife of life on the
tearms of the Gofpel, are difhonourable
to 'God ', aid dangerous to your fouls ;
therefore look you to the revealed 'will,
believe and obey ‘that, and you are fafe.

7. You are to know, that the way by
which you thall' know your Ele&ion, is by
believing and obeying the cruth 5 and fure
efiough 1tis, thatif _yr{u continue in a ftate

2 ; o
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6. Hin-
drance 1%,
she lofs of
Hope.

‘groveling ot the ground without hope;

Of Gofpel Affurance. Ch.1s,

‘of unbelief and difobedience to the Gof=

pely you are not Ele®ted 5 For be that be-
Jieveth and obeyeth, it is, that fball be [aved ;
but he that belcveth nos, fhall be damned. v

O therefore be wife; and ftumble not
where God hath laid no ftumbling ftone,
but fall. in with the truch, believe and o-
bey the Gofpel, and you fhall be faved ;
you are under all the precious promifes of
life, which are al] yea and amen- (certain and
fuure) in Chrifk Fefus, who is become the duthor
of Eternal Salyatian to all thafe that obey bim,
Heb.5. 19+ - .

The fixt and Jaft-hindrance I fhall men-
tioh, is, the cancelling, and ftriking out of
‘hope out of the Believers Book, or turn-
ing it info another thing than it is, ma-
king hew covenant hope to be nothing
elfe but the expeftation of the foul, ex-
pedting and looking . for that which Faith
believes; whereas hope and expedtation
are two diftinét Virtues 5 expeétation is
the daughter both of Faith  and hopes
Faith beliéves the truth, hope. puts in for
an intereft, then comes  expectation of the
fuull enjoyment thereofi.

This of Hope, is a ftep for_the foul to
ftand upon, till it attain affurance ; but
when this is taken away, and the foul fup-
pofeth there is: no degree fhort of aflu-
ranee,and finding that fomething difficult,
efpecially to ftep into itatone ftep, -l'eth

but
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but this we are to know, that Hope is 4!
blefled Gofpel virtue,when rightly grouns
ded ; and that Chriftians may, and thould
exercife it in this very cafe; ftep up into
Hobpe firft, and there ftand and waic till af=
farance come,that will comé in by degrees,
1 the fouls conftancy in the Faith and - fin-
cere walk with God, improvitig Divine-
Grace received, and acquaintance with the
right way of attaining of aflurance: it’s
true, that Hope as well as Faitlr admits of
degrees ; fometimes there is the full affi-
rance of Hspe, which is the next ftep to the
full affurance of Faith; we are faved by
Hope as well as by Faith, Rom. 8.24, And
Hope is the anchor of the foul, to hold us firm
and (tedfaft to the Lord, Heb.6. 19. There-
fore be fober, and hope to the end, and caji uit
away your confidence : if you never get above
a well grounded hope of an intereit in
Grace and Glory, you are fufe. See the pre-
cious promifes made to this Grace, or ra-
ther to the perfons in whom it is, Pf. 31,
24,833.18,19, & 147. 171.

ueft. How may I know that my Hope Queff,

is right, and not the common un-
grounded Hope of the World ‘and Hypo-
crites ?

Anfw. 1. When it is rightly grounded, 4nf#,

not meerly fancy and imagination, taken
up either from a common notion of Chri~
ftianity and hear-fay of Heaven and Hap-
Pinefs,conclude an intereft, and pretend an

R 3 hape
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hope tO be faved without any work of
Grace at all in the heart, and thus deceive
themfelves with a vain hope, can give no
reafon thereof, but God 1is mercitul, and
Chrift died for finners, and they be Chri-
ftians, and hope to be faved, although al-
together firangers (1f not enemies) to the
work of Grace.

Others hope arifeth froma meer rational
converfion from fome external aéts of fin,
o {ome external duties, and fo (it may be}
to another, though not a new lite, altoge-
ther without a new heart, and thence hope

to be faved.
Now the well grounded hope of the

Gofpel, muft be on the fame that Faith of

intereft is, on the fame grounds muft fouls
get firft into hope, that is, the word and
promifes of the New Covenant, and the
work effeted 1n the heart; where there
is an harmony in word and work, there is
a ftable ground for hope; as there is no
ftable grourd for hope from the Word
without the work, fo is. there no ground
for hope from the work without the Word;
but when the foul can fay, [ have believed,
repented, and obeyed the Gofpel, and it is
its defire and endeavour to perfevere there-
in to the end, there is a Gofpel ground for
hope of an intereft in the precious promi-
fes of the Gofpel.
. 2. From the effeéts of this hope, to in-
creafe and ftrengthen it; when the foul is
fincerely
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fincerely profecuting the defigh of Holi-
ne(s, and defirech, and endeavoureth to be
More like Chrift daily , and le(s like the
World, it’s an undoubted difcovery that
the hope is right 5 't fob. 3. 3. Every man

that bath this hape in bim, purifieth bimfelf, as -

-he'is pure.- And a wonderful difcovery,[ tear,
1t iz of the vanity of the hopes ot multi-
tudes of profeffors, that think themfelves
gotten above the World, whofe great de-
fign is to be like the Woild ; great and
rich, like the World; proud and vain in
their fathions, like the World ; dead and
lifele(s to the power of Religion, like the
World : but where is the man, where is the
woman to be found, who defigns confor-

mity-to Jefus Chrift, and mourns in the

{enfe of non-conformity that yet remains,
and re oyceth thar a time will come, that
the vile body hall be changed, and fa(bioned like
unto his glorious body 2 He that hath tois hope
in bim, purifieth bimfelf as be is pure,
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G HEARR - XA T

A further Difcovery of the New Covenant,
and Life of Fagh.,

E this much hath been fpoken in
what hath been before minded ; yetI
thall fpeak a little more diftinély to it in

this place.
v.ofthe . 1. TheGofpel, or New Covenant, are
Gofpel, or  tearms equivalent, and intends ane and the
New Cove- fame thing in {Ubftance ; the New Cove-
nante nant is fo called, becaufe it is th= Covenant
of the renewed Eftate, of the new Life,
and deliverance out of that eftate of fin
and death into which we fell by the firft
tranfgreffion; this Covenant relating to
new.men and women in Chrift Jefus, and
the new World, the whole new eftate pro-
pounded and promifed therein, made, 1. In
and with Chrift Jefus the head of this new
and glorious defign of God, in the reno-
vation and reftauration work : and, 2. In
him, with all the members of his body, the
Church, Zir. 1. 2. 7it. 1. 9. On whom this
defign of’ God fhall. undoubtedly be gc-
complifhed, it being the glorious and yp-
oubted end and iffue of the great nundep~
taking of Chrift our Lord in his fuffering
: % for

O
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C:Ih.IG. And ‘Life of Faith.
for finners, Fob.6. 38,35/ Epb. 5. 25, 26}

~27: Called a Covenant of" Grace, becaufe

the regeneration and reftauration work in
all the parts thereof, is the effe& of the
free Grace of God in Chrift Jefus, and a

. Covenant (or promife) of Lite, becaufe it

is a deliverance from death, intoa ftate of
Life, never to die again: it’s called the
Gofpel, which fignifieth glad, or good ti-
dings, Luke 2. 10. Rom. 10.°15. It imports
all the good promifed in the New Cove-
nant, ot Pardon, Peace, Life, of Juftifica-
tion, Sanéification and Glory:, with the
way by which it is effedted, that is, by Je-
fus Chrift crucified, raifed and afeended
in the performance of his Mediatory Of-
fice, 1 Cor. 15 1,3, 4. It intends the glad
tidings of remiffion of'fins by Jefus Chrift,
and of Salvation s Luke24.47. with Mark,
16. 15, It being one and the fame commif=
fion, it promifeth remiffion of fins, and
Salvation, on its own tearms, i. e, on Faith,
Repentance and new Obedience ; it pro=
m feth acceptation in fervice , and gives’
rules relating thereunto, unto. which all
New Covenant fpirited people ought to
take heed, 4és3. 22, 23, Tt promifeth af
fiftance infervice; 7fz. 26. 12. 2 Cor.5: 5-
Phil. 2. 13.Epb. 1.6, With etepnal Life and:
Glory in theWorld to come; and preferva-’
tion thereunto, in the way of Faith Holi#
nefs, and fincere Obedience unto the end;!
L Pet, 1. 5. Heb 5. 9. This is the. New

! Coves
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2. Of the
Life of

Faith.

Of the New Covemant, ~ Ch.15,

Covenant, the Gofpel, the glad tidings of
Gods free Graceand good will to men, ac-
companied with the difcovery of the
dreadful ftate of all that do not believe and
obey this Gofpel.

There is Pardon and Peace, Grace and
Life,a Kingdom and Glory,and that Eter-
nal, given by covenant and promife to all
¢hat in truth believe and obey the Gofpel,
Heb.5.9,8 9.5. Contained in that, Gex.
12, 3. Jn the fhall all thes Families of the Earth
be bleffed 5 which includes all the bleflings
of the New Covenant, relating to Grace
and Glory : butof this I have writteri di-
ftin&ly, and of the Mediatory Office of
Chrift, in this New Covenant, in a Book
entituled, 7be Difcourfe of true Gofpel Ble[-

fednefs., or, The dijtinglion of the two Covenants,

0ld and New 3 to which [ refer the Reader
that defireth to fee further in this mat-
ter.

And, 2. As for the Life of Faith in this
Gofpel, or New Covenant, and the truth of
God therein 3 what the Faith of the Gof-
pel is, to which the promife is made, hath
been before thewed: but the Scripture
{peaks of living by Faith, Heb. 10. 38. Now
the juft fhall live by Faith; 2 Cor.5.7. We
live by Faith, and not by fight that is in this
fide the glory promifed, we live by Faith,
and not by prefent poffeflion and enioy-
ment ; only the Spirit and Faith we have,
as the Earneft and Evidence of the Inbevitance,
; and




Ch16. ° - And Life of F‘aitb.V S 28
and purchafed Poffeffion , 2 Cor. 1. 22. Hebr. '
7. 4L

1.Now this Life of Faith imports threlc ﬁf_gffﬂf
things ; 1. A conftant abiding in the Faith ;=5 i
and profeflion ot the Gofpel unto the end, Iores tainey
Heb. 3. 12. & 10, 23,38, 39. ;2. A con-
b ftant” exercife of Faith in the truth and

i r} faithfulnes of God inall the good difco-

veries and promifes ot th> Gofpel, 1 Zpef.
5. 24. Faithful is he that bath called: you, who

b’ will do it. Heb. 10.23. Let us hold fast the
"ﬂ’r profeffion of our Faith without wayering , for
W’ faithful is be that bath promifed. Faith right-
%‘[3‘5 ~ly exercifed on the faithiulnefs, and all-
’fndl', {ufficiency of God, will fill the foul with foy
-[90‘ .+ and Peace, Rom. 15 13. To belicve 1ot
e only the truth of the mercy pranifed, Lut
) the faithfulnefs of God therein,and his all-
[/h - fufficiency in- the performance thereof:
ﬁ:& ' this was it fupported Abrakam in his life of /
ﬂﬂ’ A Faith, Rom. 4. 31. He did not only believe
'/ the faithfulnefs of God, but being “fully per~
;ﬁ\;}.l’f [ x;uzdul, that what he bad promifed, he was able

) alfo to perforim. ‘

“gof’ 3. When the foul thus abides in the
:w\\ Faith, and thus exerciferth Faith on.th.e
o good promifes of the Gofpel, as thatitis
‘fﬁ?' ftrengthened, comforted, nurfed up, and
3& / nourifhed thereby unto life eternal: when
' the foul is kept alive to God thereby in the

I greateft temptations and difficulties this

. World affords, this is to live by Faith, to

. live by believing the truth of the goo

m ; ‘ word

] .
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word of God.to live hy betieving rhe truth

_of his precepts in the Gofpel, {o as to obey

| " him therein, the truch of all his great and

precious promifes of life, {o 4s to be com-
forted thetein, Matt, 17.5. Rom. 18, 13.
O that Chriftians would ftudy more this
life of Faith, the want ot which, is the
caufe they go on {0 heavily in the waies of
the Gofpel, and meet with fo many obftru-
&ionsand hindrances therein; whereas, it
the life of Faith were kept up morein the
true nature thereof, how might Chriftians
make Chrift’s commands their [ongs,and fuf-
ferings for him their joy, in the boufe of their
pilgrimage : but for want of this it is, that
his fervice is too often a burden.,and {uffer-
ings for his fake too much feared ; where-
as the Lord would have his people to ferve
him with delight, and to fuffer for liim
with joy, Pf. 100. Luke 6. 22, 23. Aéiss,.
41. Which is poﬂ'lble to be p'crformed in
this life of Faith, and no otherwife, Mark
T R A g A
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