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p [t;:e T H E next thing in order that I fhall
h}?cgf {peak of, is, Sanétification and good
0, - Works; for whom he juifiefith, them be

,ob“fuif s fandiifierh, and maketh to be an holy people

ifﬂs,ht for himfelf: :
;ﬂmvtn-‘ o _Sandtification in Scripture-fenfe, is va- Ir's vari-
?lfi’mf’ rioufly underftood and applied. 1. Itim- °"ﬂ£ under-
‘*r”rr ports a feparation to an holy ufe for a time, ff0¢*
?n,(ﬁ' Y as was frequently ufed under the Law,
‘i‘.s‘ e which was a legal or ceremonial San&ifi-
K‘W cation, or feparation to an holy ufe for
l"d}(" & fome time, as Aaron and his Sons ‘were fe-
i gﬂ‘ . -parated, confecrated and hallowed for the
u’W’ < Priefts Office, which was a typical fan&ify-"
ﬂf ; ing or hallowing,during that miniftration,
#j . with their holy garments, as appears, Exod.
28. 1. & 29. 1. Holy garments, holy place,
B holy anointing oil, holy veffels, é~c. which
were all typical, and but fora rime. But -
| this is not the San&ification that [ am to
fpeak of.
\ Ie's true, that in the Gofpel there are
- | | fome fandtified and holy inftituted ordi-

hances ordained, and left by our Lord for
fanétified and holy ends, to promote and
carry
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Of Sanciification and good Works, Ch.x7.

arry on the work of Saundification in his
‘people till they come to Glory : but the
Sanftification that I fhall {peak of, is, the
fan&ification of juftified perfons, in order
to Glory 5 for Wilbr)ut balincfs, no man ﬂmll
fee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14, :

Sanéification 1N general, fometimes in-
cludes the whole work of Grace, a morti-
Geation of fm, and vivificatioh of tie §pi-
rit, by which the whole life, of Grace is
carried on, and effedted, 11 hef.'s. 23. And
the very God of Peace fandlifie you throughout 5
.. and Ipray God thas your whaole [pivit, foul and
. body be preferved blamelefs unto the coming of
‘o our Lovd . Fetus Christ'y 2 Cor: 7. 1. Having
therefore thefe promifes, dearly beloved, “let"us
cleanfe our felves fiom all filthinefs of flefh and

[fpirit, perfecting holinefs it the fear of Cod.
saitfica-” . Bur, 2." And more particularly and di-
yion of w0 frinétly , Suntification' confifteth of two
P";:i’f:’ parts, v. Imputed, 2. fmparted, or Inhe-
}:;m;,,,’ or TEOL 5 1. Tmputed, thete'is an‘imputed San-
Tparred. * &ification, 45 there is-an-imputed Juftifi-
“cation ; it any fceuple the tinve of imputed
g nédtification, 1t's’ no other in fonfe and
fubftance, than the accotunting the holinels
2 “of Chrift onir Head inims'own perfon;” to
1y 'the Believers: the Scripture {peaks of
an imputed righteon(iefs to Believefs',
Rom 4 6,7. Which muft be their Faith, as,
“Ler. 3. 22,23, 24. Or the pardon’of finon
_ths furisfadtion of Chrift by his death,
which moft properly 18 th> righteoufiefs
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Ch.17. Of Santiification and good Wirks.

of Saints unto Juftification, Rom.5.9." And
on this account there isas much faid in
Scripture for- this imputed Sanctification
as of Juftification, I Cor. I. 3C. Who of
God is made unto us, Wildom, Kighteonfnefs,
Sanciification, and Redemption; He is made
to be our Wifdom, and Sanétification, as
our Righteoufhefs, that is, the perfeét pu-
rity of Chrift-the Son of God, with his
perfe@t and compleat obedience :to the ho-
ly Law of God, is reckoned and accounted
the Believers, as their Sanéification, as he
is not only wife for'them, and: communir
cates of his Wifdom to_them, but as their
Head, his Wifdom is accounted theirs, and
he is made to be their Righteoufnefs, that
is, his death and fatisfaction was accepted
forus ; and of that account does God re-

mit and pardon the fins of Believers ; and -

he is made otir Sanétification,-that is, his
Sanfification i accounted ours; and this
is fully includ=d in, Col. 34, ¥1.. Where
Chrift is faid to be to Believers, . 4il, and in
all: all, in matter of Juftification, and all
in matter of Sandification, and in afl : effe-
&ing the  work of Sanfification in his
people, by his Spirit that dwelleth in them :
and in this fenfe (as he is made the Sanéti-
fication of or to Believers, their Sanctifi-
cation 15 perfedt, as their Juftification is
perfedt; as confidered in the Sandtificarion,
and perfe® boline(s and eobedience of
Chrift : and hence it is the Apoftle faith,
; 1 Fok.
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286 Of Santfification aid good Works, Ch.is,
‘1 Fob 4 1T, That as be1s, fo are we in this
orld s thatis; by his imputed Righteouf~
nefs and Holine(s, accounted fo of God,
and he would have his ‘people to know ‘it
for their comfort. i

2. Of the Inherent or Imparted Sanéti-
fication 3 by 1¢1 intend the Sandification
wrought inus' by the Spirit of Chrift in

and by the Word of the Gofpel s’ for that y
is the way of the Spirits workihg, Sané&i- ,ﬂ’r
fication 3 and from henceit is that Sandti- rlﬁ?
fication is fometimes attributed to the Spi- “ s‘r“;

A

yit, T Peto 1.2, 2 Thef.2.13. And fome-
rimes to-the Word, Fobo16.3.and 17. 17,
Thereby to lét'iis to know, that the Word By
offedts itnotwithout the Spirit, nor the

Spirit without the Word. "+ & i

Tmparted And thisSan@ification is likewife to be o i
Santtifica- confidered gnd underftood aindera two- i’
tionis of {]d confideration 5 1. As'within us; 2.As .
Awoparts. . ougheand brought forth, and made ma- i
pifeft; and thatisic' I join Sanétification . - f

and Works togethers forall' the Works of b/ g"(

the Gofpel are the external parts of Sanéi- il
fication.: SV . DI : il

x. Holinefs The firft of‘th(‘ﬁ?. 15, Holinefs of Mind | ok
of mind.  and Spirit s The fecend is, Holine(s of |l
Converfation; thiver(al Obedience to the |

Law of Chift..» See botivthefe together, \ I

Pf. 4% 1%. The Kings daughter is all glorious f ﬂnt

within, her cloathing is of wrought Gold. : ' gnd

But, 1. This San&ificition, as it is in o

the Saints,itis an hely difpofition wrought o

1
in ;
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Ch.Y7.  Of Senctification and good Works.

in'them by the Spirit, through the Word
of the Gofpel, which is called in Scripture
fometimes, the law of God written in the
heart, Heb 8. io. in which is both Faith,
Love, and Holinefs. Sometimes its called
the new man, which is cveated after God in

- vighteoufnefs and true blinefs, Eph. 4. 24. Ke-

newed in kpiowledg after the image of him that
created bim, Col. 3. 10. It is after God, :. e
after his image and likenefs 5 after God,
that is, an holy difpofition and defire to be
more like the Lord in holinefs, 1 7ob. 3.3.
After a contormity to his will in every
thing, both within and without; defires
and endeavotirs daily the mortification of
fin, and to increafe in the newnefs of the
{pirit of holine(s, fuch a foul is mnding the

things cf the Spirit, Rom. 8.5, And with the

mnd do [erve the law of God, Rom. 7. 25.
Would be more like Chriflt whiles here in
this mortal ftate, 1 7 b. 3.3, Themind and

L affeciions are [et on thangs that ave above, Col.
3.1, And grows in the {enfe of the finful

nature, and body of death, which {o much
hinders their perfedtion in holine(s, Rom.7.
24. And is waiting for the Adoption, to wil,
the Redemption of the body, Rom. 8. 23.

And where this inward holinefs, and ho-
ly difpofition of heart 15, there is rot only
an holy defire of conformity to the Lord,
and of appearing more in the image of

“Chrift, but fuch fouls do fané&ifie the Lord

an their bearts, 1.Pet. 3,15, That is, }T-IY’:
EILD B
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249 Of Sanfiification and good Waoks.  Ch.y .

holy and reverend thoughts of him, ac.
cording to his name and nature,Pfal. 111
They {andifie him in all his Ordinances tl“z:
their {piritual building up in the Faith,’ P}_
119,18, 129. In all his waies, and in al}
his works, Pf. 145.17. Yea, in his afli&ing
corre&ing difpenfations, that are crofs tc:
the flefh, and unpleafing to nature, yet the
fanétified heart doth fandtifie God therein
and give him the glory, and juftifie him in
what he doth in this matter, fob 1. 21. Pf.
119.65,7n. ;
e. of con- 2. This fanétification is to be confidered
werfation. . as it is brought, or wrought forth and
made manifelt {5 that although it’s a truth,
rhat all external holinefs in appearance, not
flowing from this inward principle of ho-
linefs and life, willend in obfeurity : yet |
it is as certain, that where-ever this Prin-
ciple and life of Grace is, it brings forth |
che fruit of holinefs, Kom. 6. 22. And this |
in Scripture is called holine(s of converfa-.}
rion, 1 Pet.1.15, 16. And includes all the
ood duties and works of the Gofpel.

This holinefs in converfation, ot good
two parts. ‘and holy works of Saints confifteth of twq |
v. Such as parts; 1. Such as relates to out walking |
AL with, aud living to God in all religious |
SLous wor- = .vice, and obedience 10 matters of wor- !

This is of

2l
forp. fhip : thefe are works that God requires of |
Tis people, and muft neceffarily come un~
- der that of fan&ification and holinefs safor f
she inftitutions of our Lord and Thw- |
\ giver |
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4 Will, left recorded in the holy Scripture,

giverare holy; they area part of his holy

# and itis 3 part of our: Sanification, to
# {andifie the Lord in our obedience to him

4

therein, Luke 1. 6. It is faid of Zacharias,
and Elizabeth his Wife, that they. were both

| Yighteous before God,walking in all the command-

ments and ordinances of God blamelefly, that is

¢ holily : and ver. 74, 75. That we being de-
t livered out of -the hands of our enemies, might
i ferve him without fear, in hbolinefs and righte-
| oufnefs before him all the daies of our life, Rom.

12.1 Pet. 2. 5,9. All which Scriptures do;
prefent us, with the Saines holy fervice of

Bl God in macters of Worthip. And this
gl part of the Chriftians holinefs muft alwaies

{ anfwer the Law and Will of the Law-givers

for God will have his Ordinances and Infti~

tutions to beobferved by his people, be-
caufe therein his Worthip and his Honout
is concerned.

There are four things too common a-

& mong men, that God and Chrift will not
© pafs over withoug rebuke in the end.

The firft is, negleét 5 when perfons out
of fluggithne(s , and unzealous frames of
Spirit, do negle the fervice and worfhip
of God, according to his own appoit-
ments, making it a matter. of indifferency,
{eeing (as they {uppofe) they may be faved
withoutany fuch obfervances; and {o do
hey undervalue the wifdom and, will of.
God, (which is an high degree of iniquity
: S 2 and
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and fin againft him,) in omitting and neg-
le{tmg their dut_y in his fervice and wor-
fhip. - But let {uch know, that look how
far fhort they come in their obedience to
Jefus Chrift in matters of worfhip, fo far
they come fhort in holine(s ; every breach
made in this matter, makes a breach upon
{anétification and holine(s. Its true, all
come thort in this matter in fome nxea(’ure,
in matter or manner, or both: but when
perfons do willingly fail in the matter of
Worfhip,that is the great fin,to be willing-
ly ighorant, or willingly difobedient, will
not, may not. go unpunithed.

The fecond is, when perfons change the
ordinances of Chrift, and things of infti-
tuted Worthip, or mix their own inven-
tions therewiths this will he not bear with,
though he fuffer it long, yetit muft be ac-
counted for in the end. When the Lord
ordains, and commands one thing, and we
refolve to do another, it’s an high aét of
difobedience and rranfgreflion of his Law :
thie danger thereof fee, Ifa. 24- 45 5 6. Ads

e dan, -

T ’Wl%len, perfons undervalue the holy
Ordinances of Chrift, counting them {imal]
things, matter of circumftance,fcarce wor-
thy to be taken notice of; as if there were
1o matter of Religion, or religious obfer-
vance to be had of thems whereas in truth,
Chrift’s Church on Earth 15 vifibly diftin-
gunifhed from the W orld, and falfe wor»

o

Of Sanétification and good Works. Ch.yy, -
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Ch.r7. oOf Sané?iﬁaation and good Werks.

. fhlppcf‘S, only in the matters of Faith and
orfhip,and efpecially in keeping clofe to
God in the fornfalities of his Worthip, ac-
cording to his own appointments ; an un-
holy fpirit and principle it is, that doth
S undervalue the holy, inftituted Ordinances
J8l and Worfhip of the Lord.

§ 4. When perfons fet themf€lves in direét
oppofition to the will and worfhip of the
! Lord in his appointments ; when they
% thiey think it not enough to turn away from
gy the truch of worfhip, and cleave to their
(/48 own inventions and imaginations, or to the
Inventions of others, but are inveterated
- and imbitterated in their {pirits againft the
holy Ordindnces and Inftitutions of our
" Lord, and againft his people, for worfhip-
i) ping him therein, and fo come under that
iy blame, Hof. 8. 12. Ihave written to him of the
Wl great things of my Law, but they were connted is

| a firange thing. The conftitution of Chur-
ches, according to new-covenant fule, by
¢ the Do&rine of the Godpel, Faith, Repen-
| tance, and Baptifm, {o clearly frated in’ the
" Gofpel, that he that runs may read, is be-
V come the contempt and {corn 6f too many
LW who otherwife we willingly hope are god=

. ly. It's ne wonder for profane men, to
g I profane and blafpheme the holy Ordinan<
i 4l cesof Chrift,an® his people. for walking
(% therein : but it behoves all that pretend
P trie godlinefs, to take heed what they do
Y in this matter, and to know,that look how
; S g far
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2. Such as
velate 1o
men.

ofsah&iﬁcation and good Works, - Chiry .

fir they mifcarry herein, {0 far they mig
carry in the great matter of holine(s ; and
at the beft,muft expe& to meet with blame
and fhame in the end, and fuffer the lofs of
all their building, that is contrary to it
1 Thef. 3. 13. 2 Peto 3. 14, 1 Fob. 2, 28’
1. Cor. 3¢ 11,:t0 15, ;
The fecond {or't of holy works are fiich
as relate to our walking before, and to-
wards men ; and herein confifteth a great
part ofa Chriftians holinefs : tor God does
not only require, and expe& his people to
walk holily towards him ; but likewife,
that they walk holily, juitly, and inoffen-
fively towards all men. The truth of this
is confirmed by thefe and the like Scrip--
tures, Mat. 5. 16, Phil. 2. 15, 16. 1 Pet. 2.
11, 12. By all which ic appears, that it
greatly concerns all Chriftians, (who are
{6 indeed) to walk holily before:men.
This holy walking before men, I fhall
mention or diftinguifh in five particulars.
¢ Take heed and beware of fins for al-
though it is a truth, that all fin is againft
God, and onthat account ought to be ab-
hord of all fincere fouls, in love and obe-
dience to him; yet we fhould have refpedt
to men in this matter likewife, becaufe the
| f God , the honour of Religion,
glory (8] 2 4 g Sad
Tad the fouls of Sinners are concerne
herein; therefore the Lord’s people fhould
take heed of, and depart from every evil

; i 'y
way, and every evil work. ‘O take h?p‘zd




Ch.17.  Of Sanftification and good Works. :

{ -and beware of Covetoufnefs, Pride, Oppreffion,
Profanenefs, light behaviour, yeltings; evil
communication, and the ' like, which will
.occafion men to reproach,and harden them
againft the truth, to their own defiruction.
! Thus men profefling godlinefs , not only
8l fin againft God;and wrong their own fouls,

% bring difhonour to Religion, but the guilt
i of the damnation of poor finners upon

J themfelves, hardening them i1f their evil
| waies, by their bad example. O confider
¥l this all ye that pretend to be religious,and
have not confcience to God in this matter
fee Rom. 2. 23, 24. Phil. 3. 18, 19.

2. To walk juftly and righteoufly to=
wards men, inall civil and worldly con-
cernments : Chriftians thould be exceed-
ing confcious and careful in this matter,
that no unjuft or unrighteous thing be
done by them, butto keep to that righte-
ous rule, As ye would that men pould do o you;
fodoye tothem. - If this rule were fincerely
followed, it would prevent many mifcar-
riageson this account ; and this is an un~
doubted truth, that perfons who can: for
worldly advantage do 'wrongs defraud, or
opprefsothers, have very great caufe. to
fufped their own - fincerity . in the great
things of the Gofpel ; for he that is unfaith~
ful in the leaft, isnot faichful in the greateft.
This of Injuftice and Oppreffion is that the
Lord complains of; and diflikes in-his peo”
ple throughout all his miniftrations both

S & n

.
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Of Sandiificasion and good Works. Ch,y%,
in Law and Gofpel; and it is that whicy
is directly tontrary to the holy Law gf
God, and indeed to the law of Nature;
therefore let not fuch perfons who cay
gripe and grind, defraud and opprefs;: de-
ceive themf{elves, in counting themfelyes g
the number of theholy ones of God,

3. ‘An holy walk before men is antinof
fenfive walk s that is, to give no juft occa-
fion of" offence by any means, in any thing,
unle(s it come to pafs,(as it too often doth)
that ignorant and foolith men will be -&f-
fended at'holinefs, and the worthip of God:
in fuch cafe we ought rither ‘to- difpleafe
men than God, and rather to pleafe God
than men; Ads 4. 19. & 5.29. Gali ¥, ¢,
But in ¢afes wherein we may without fin
againft God, and wrong to our own 'Cen-

‘feiehcés, we may, yed we ought to walk i
offenfively; Rom. 12.18..1 Cor. 16. 32, 33,
And wilful breach in this matter, is a tran(-
greflion of the Law of Chr:ﬁ, and an un-
holy thing:and I fear there is much ofun-
holinefs in too many profeffing people in
this matter. : M =43

4. An holy walk is a peaceable¢, holy
walk ‘with “men; this is the law 'of the
Gofpely As miich asin you lieth,'live peacéable
with all men 5 and follow veace with all- men, and

-bolinefs, &¢. The Law of God_ is holy, and
it’sthe great part of our’ holine® to live
toits i and unpeaceable, froward perfons

cannot well be accounted anholy perfon: a

wondey-
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wonderful miftake it isin perfons, who un=

der a pretence of holine(s, make a breach

of" peace on unfound and ungrounded no-

tions : when it may be; thefe very notions
onwhich the breach is made, Cwhen rightly

8 examined) are unholy notions, without all
fh‘«n.foor.ing in_the law of Chrift:-and chus,
’uﬂ ‘8 through the flight of the {ubtil Adverfary;
o’"ﬁ % isunholinefs firowded under- the name of
']701:& holinefs ; it hehoves all ferious fouls en-
W@i” fnared with this evil, to confider it in time,
0! il ]

© 5. An holy walk, and holy works, are
194 works of Charity, and doing the will of
Il Chrift, in doing good to men ; Gal. 6. 10,
4l Aswe bave therefore opportunity; let usdo good
i unto all men, efpecially to them who are of the
# boufhold of Faith. In this Chriftians thould
il be like their Lord, of whom it is faid, that
Bl be went about deing good,; Ads 10, 38. And
gy truly, as good works are a part of the
4 Chriftians holinefs,' {fo are they the un-
¥ doubred concommitants of*Faith; for the
i Faith thar is without the works of the
Pt Gofpel, is. a dead Faith; and this is the
) charge given to thofe that are rich in this

! World, to be rich in good works; €. T Tits
il 6. 17,18 And thac thofe that have believed:

!
i

fﬁ& in God, to be careful to maintain good' /4 "'kf;

wl thefe things are.good and profitable to men, Tie.
hdk, if 3.8. Not to God, heneeds them not, Fob-
Pl 22.2,835. 7. Butigood works:are profi-
table to-men, 7. ¢, to thofe thdt are ﬁncerg_
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Of Santlification and good Works. Chorv.
]ycxei‘ti[éd therein. 1+ They prove s
truth and fincerity of their Faich and L L&
for without it the Faith is naughe ando:he -
Love is of the fame nature ; it’s,none cf
the Faith and Love of the Gofpel thae e
without the works of the Gofpel, Fum e
14,18.2Cor.8.8. 1 fob. 2. 3.4 5-7& it
17, 18. He that pretends to hav’e the Faich
and Love of the Gofpel,withsne the woa llt{h
of the Gofpel, deceives himf{elr; 3¢mr IS
224 Ee ye doevs of the Word, aund no rey
only, deceiving your ewn felves.

2. Irwill'make for theiraccount in the

3.14

t bearers

- ‘day of account 5, for we muft 4l expedt to

ive an accowit in the great da
%opd, 2 Cor. 5. 10..And :lﬁ;c ‘Ood.{voc:-fj;sthcf"
the Saints fhall be rcwardeg at that (\iao
Mt 25: 20,25, 22,23, &eri34, 3¢ 32’
v 4it. 6. 17,18, Rev. 22. 14.. Only this’., it
belioves ug'to-beware of Popith meritorious
works, defervingiany thing, either in jufti=
fication; or Salvation, butit’sall of Grace:

In this note three things; 1. That Be-
lievers are put into a capacity of‘doing acs
ceprible works, only by Grace, renewed;
juftified, andiaccepted i perfon and fer-
vice ; only: by Grace, through Faith in
Chiift Jefusd o shadva it b/ "y

2. That betng put into chis faved eftate,
and capacity ofdoing aCCePfﬂ?’)Ic works iti
the Lord Jefiis, it is expectedthar chey live
o God hereinyand are faithfil in thac high
and holy Calling:othis is it unto wliichy

they
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hey were created invChirift Jefus, Eph.2.10)
W For we are bis workmanfbip created in'Chrift Fe=
us unto good works, ‘which God bath before ars
ained that we fould walk in them :-and this
he Grace of Chrift (where itis in truth)
| teacheth, Tit. 2. 11, 2. -And' they are in
4} Ocriprure accouut, gracélels perfons, that
re void of goodworks, 7it.i1.16.-
- 3. God will give rewards to' his: people
dccording to' their works ; not that the
works are the meritorious caufe'of reward;
for fo it cannot be,becaufe all the works of
the Saiiits, as' done by them,are imperfedt,
and mixed with fimy and fo in themfelves
can deferve nothing but condemnation *
but, as accepted in the beloved, fo are ac-
counted as perfeét, dnd fhall have as full a
reward as if they were perfe&; {o ‘that thé
reward is ftill of Grace :" It’s *Grace that |
God will crowt the‘imperfe& works of. his
i people (dene in fincerity of Faith' and
4 Love) with Glory : and {utable torche di-
ligence and labour of love ‘i the Lord's
% work, fhall the reward be difpenced; Matt.
| 25.20,2Y, 22,23, [ke 19.16, to 191 Gor-
15.471,42. Matt, 1y, 27,28, 29.'/And the
fuffering Saints, for the name and: fake of
Chrif’t,' are like to have the greatcﬂ fhare in
the Glory to come,  Luke 6, 22, 23. 2 Cor.
4, 17418, TPet. 4:13. A wonderful en-=
couragement fhould it bhe to the Saints;
bothin doing ' and fuffering the will of the
Lord, they thall fisffer no lofs at! all bybit”a
i ug
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but great advantage for encouragement ip
the way and works of the Lord, both iy,
doing and fuffering his will, 1 Cor. 15. 58,
Heb. 5. 10. Rom. 2. 7.10. And they are pro-
fitable to the fouls and bodies of others,
they are relieved and refrethed thereby,
2 Cor. 9. 12. Philem. ver. 7. :

Thus have I endeavoured to givea brief
trouch to this great matter of San&ification
and good Works; with the great concern~
ment of all godly perfons to walk therein,
The truth is, (I t‘ea? that as the Papifts,
and Popifhly affedted, make too much .of
of them, in looking on them as merito~
rious; andm%hcir Savieurs; {o the Prote-
ftants run,iar on the other hand, under
the notion of’ being' all for Faith, and o
have been, and are too lictle for works. Bug
I hope the Reader will lay this matter to
heart; and not content himfelf with any
Faith' fhort of this- holy working Faitl.
And O that évery that nameth the name of
Jefus iin truth, would fhew themfelves
Chriftians on this account, in an exemplary
walking in the works of the Gofpel. Stron-
ger Chriftians fhould be examples to the
weaker ; and elder ' Chriftians thould be
examples to the younger; and efpecially
thould Minifters be examples and patterns
to the Saihts, they thould fhine forth 110t
only in Do&rine, but in Lite ; they fhould
be patterns in love, humility, meeknefs,

* Patience, holinefs, and every good work ;

Cxam-~

ofSa»bzﬁutlon and good Works. Ch,y 7_-
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\ examples in Word, in Spirit, in Converfation,

Ch-17..  Of Sanéiification and good ¥Werks,

" pnd Dodirine 5 that {o the Gofpel be not
# blamed, nor God difhonoured, nor Men
i juftly offended, 1 Thef. 2. 10, 1 Ti¥. 4. 12.
¢ And thus thould both Minifter and people

prize and prefs after holinefs, within, and

i without, becaufe holimefs becometh the houfe
!' of God for ever, and thereby he is glorified;

and fuch are manifefted to be in the hope-

ful way of Salvation; for without holinefs .

#0 man feall fee the Lord; though not as the
meritorious caufe, but as thereby prepared
thereto, and as the way in which they muft

yl walk to Glory.

CHAP,
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As for the
Enowledg
o_f God, T
yefer the
Reader to
Chap. x.
where 1t 18
more di-
ftinttly
‘greated of«

:0f \the Knowledg of God. Churg,

S

bt o LR

‘CHATD, XVIIL

Qf the “trie and faving Knawledg of ‘

L 0D,

TH E trueand faving knowledg of God
- 8 isabfolutely neceflary to Salvation,
and indeed is the firft work wrought in the
foul in order to converfion':- there can be
no Faith, nor Repentance, nor Love, nor
Obedience,or holy walking wirhout know-
ledg; for without knowledg the hearp
cannot be right : therefore it is faid, whep
God works effeétually in tarning fouls to
himfelf, Hof. 8. 2. Ifrael (hall cry into me, my
God, 7 kow thee; and 2. 20. I'will betroth thee
tomy felf in faithfuluefs, and thou Halt know
the Lord. It's the new covenant promife,
Ter.31. 34 They fhall all kne me, from the
Jeaft of themn to the greatefty faith the Lord 5 and
Joh. 17. 3. This is life eternal, to know thee the
onlygrie God, and Fefus Chrift whom thou hajt
2nt) In vhefe Scriptures we muft under-
{rand.is intended the true and faving know-
jedg of God and Chrift in the new cove-
nant, and contains 1n it Faith, Repentance,
Love, the fear of God, holy Obcdienc;‘,
and all the Divine Virtues of the Gofpel in
order to eternal Life, or elfe it is not that
: know-




' Ch18 Of the Knowledg of Ged.
knowledg that is,or hath eternal Life ; jpg

the knowledg of God in the Gofpel that
Iintend ; and much I &hall not. ipeak, 45 to *
the matter of illumination, in the know-'

a1

ledg of God; for God inhitafalf is a my= .

ftery, we cannot know him, but as he hath

made known himfelt in his Word, and by

his Works; know him in his Name, in his
Greatnefs, and his Goodnefs, @c. J=r.9.24.
Let bim that glorieth, glory in this, that he un-
derftandeth and knowerh me., that I am the Lord,
which exercifeth loving kindnefs, judgment and
vighteoy nefs in the earth, ¢7¢. To know that
he is the Lord gracious and merciful, &c. As
he hath opened and made known himf{elf in
Jefus Chrift crucified, in whom he was,and
- 15 well pleafed, and fatisfied ; and for his
{ake, pardoning, juftifying, and faving all
that come unto God by him. Inaword,
He that cometh to God muft believe, and know
that Gad is, (as he hath made known himy
| felf to be in the Gofpel) and that beis are-

warderof them thas diligently (eek him. Know-

ledg differs little from Faith, and {ome-

times it’s all one, when the foul is fo in-

lightned into the knowledg of God, and
~ Chrift,and Truth, as to believe, fob. 6.69.
i We believe, and ave fure, (Greek, know.). that

“thou art the Chriff, the Son of the Living God;
- 1 Joh.5. 20. And we know that the Son of
" God is come, @¢. And Job , I know that my
Redeemer liveth,&c. By all which it appears,

that knowledg which s {aving, diﬁ“eFIS_ brlllé
: 1t
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Difference
berween
faving
kpowledg,
and that
which is
aot.

Y. {tisa
foul- hum-
bling know-
ledg.

Ofitke Knowledg of God.

hti\lle f;I:OI?l Faith , and includes Faith,
Nowrinas much as knowledg, or iHy-
mination is common to all'where the trye
light fhines,i. e. to hypocrites and forma-
lifts, as well as fincere Chriftians, as Hep.6

4. 6. & 10.32. 2. 2 Pet. 2, 20,271, Rom.'z.
17,18. 27,22, 1 Cor.8.1,2. 1 thall therefore
rather apply my felf to fpeak fomething to
thew the difference between  the fivine
knowledg of God and Chrift in the ne'z
covenant of his'Grace, and that which men
may have, and yet be fhort of Grace and
Lite; referring the Reader to Chap. 1. for
the diftinét knowledg of God. '

The firft difference is, the faving  know-
ledg of God and Chrift, is a foul-humbling
{elt=abafing knowledg: and that in the
firft work of Converfion, the very entrance
of faving knowledg, gives the foul fiicha
fight and appr‘chenﬁon of God, and of
Chrift, and of himfelf and fin, that it
throws down, and lays low the foul, and
makes him cry out as thofe. 4% 2.37. Being
pricked at the heart, with the light of truth:
they underftood and believed what they
did net before, both concerning Chrift and
themfelves :* They cried out, e and brethren,

what (pall we do ? How wonderﬁl”}' was the
cafe’ changed? they who but a little before,
cried out, Crucifie bim, Crucifie bim, now are
pricked at the heart forit, a'nd. cry another
cry, Men and bresbrens wiat (hall we do 2
Surble to-this is thaty Pfalm 119, 13;.

Tie
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ch.1g. bf-rlw,ft'nowlcdg of Cyd..

The entrance-'of “thy Word giveth light , i¢
giverh  underffapding 1o the Jimple. - The
very entrance’ of the Word of Life into
the heart, giveth this light; the foul comes
_thereby to kinow fomething of God, of his
Holinefs , of his Juftice, and Goodnels’
and fomething 'of himfelf, of his own
‘badnels; unholine(s, finfulnés, and need of
mercy 5 and this amafeth <and ‘abafech the
foul; and if the work be right, this foul-~
abafing s not only in the fight and fenfe of
fome one particular fin, or particalar fins,
but it gives a fight of the body of death,
that is, of the finful nature, that there is
nothing but fin, 4 finful frate, the thoughts
i ‘and imagingtionsy the words” and ‘works ;
M yea, that the ‘beft ‘works’(asdone by us)
Wiy are menfiruons and filiby. A foul never vight-
y ly krows himfelf; i1l he ehus krow himi-
W delf: and the want of this is thie caufe of

fo many abortives in Religion; thit comes
il to nothing. ' Perfons may meet with fome
Convictions of, and converfion fiom {ome
':}'_)ﬂl‘ticul'.n" fin, orins, but - never fee them-
y [elvesuceerly loft, and undone, ‘and filthy
W all'over s and”fiich converfions’ ordinarily
8 ficlt or laft comes to noching : not but that

‘t.hc'hegnm_nnq_pv()rk oft-tiMes may arife
by from conviétion of fome capital iniquity,
i 35 thofe, 42137 DBuif faving, it leqves -
Do till \it dif Gver -'the "body of death »
il This is the eff e 6f Gaviiig ko wledg; or i€
fid = meet with, and” fical in by deprees on
' T thofe




thofe that have lived under good educa-

Of the Knowledg of God. Chag

rion, and ufe of means, that it makes not
{o great a noife at firft, This muft be ef-
fefed ficf or laft, the knowledg of God in
Chrift Jefus, in the way of the Gofpel, and
of themfelves, to know themfelves to be
indeed wretched, and miferable, without
which they never rightly imbrace Chrift,
and the Grace and Mercy of the new Co-
yenant.

And this (elf-humbling,felf-abafing, and
felf and (in-abhorring frame, is not only.a

work for a day, i. e at firft corviétion, but

where the true light fhineths it abideth ;
and gracious growing Chriftians; the lon-
ger they live, and the higher they grow in
Gofpel light, the more they know them-
felves, and the more they abafe themfelves
have litele andilow thoughts of themfelves.
This is that which fincere Chriftians do

and can experience; fee witnefles from -

Scripture of this truth, David, aman after
God’s own beart, though a King, when he
danced befote the Ark, and withal his wife
mocked him . he faid, 7will yet be more vile
than this, and bafe in my own fight. By which
we may {ee, that this is the common work
‘of God in all gracious fouls ;3 Greatnefs
nor Kingfhip did hinder: it laies low the
fouls of Great men and Kings, where it is
in power 3 Job 40. 4. Lam vile, what [ball I

: “anfwer thee ? I will lay mine hand upon my

mouth, &c. And Chap. 42.5.6, Thase beard

|
|

|




| Ch.18. ©  Ofthe Knowledg of God.
| of thee by the bearing of the ear; but now mine
| ©¢ [eeth thee, wherefore 7 abbor ny felf, and re~
W pentinduft and afes, The niore a foul knows
f of God and Chrift, the more he abhors
bij himfelf; notonly an abhorrency of fin,
i but of felf] becaufe of fin, attends gracious

knowing perfons, Ifa, 6. 5. That Evange-

lical PropEct cries out, Wo is me, 1 am un-
{ done, I am amar of unclean lips, &c. For mine
eyes bave feen the King, the Lord of Hofts, He
had feen King Jefus, it was a Gofpel fight

| Job. 12. 4. Thefe things fsid Ifaiah when be
W Jaw bis glory, and fpake of bim. It was the
g,lox;{ mentioned in this Chapter,the Evan-
gelift alludes unto.  Fobn the Baptift, the
i fore-runner of our Lord, of whom he te=
(i fifieth, that he was greater both in light
| and work, than the greateft Prophet, yet
he had this frame of {pirit in him, Fob. 1.
i When they fent to him to know who he
i) Was, be confe(fed, and denied not that be was not
the Chrift 5 He it is, who coming after me, is pre=
L ferred before me, whofe Shooes latchet T am not
W'm"b) to wnloofs, ver. 20, 27. Not worthy
W“ to do the meanett fervice for him.  So the

it 18, Lknow that in me ( thatis. in my fle

| dwelleth no_good thing =(and hetice h)eff:ﬁeg
y out, ver. 24. O wretched man that I am, who
' Shall deliver me from the body of this death ? And
confeflech- himfelf, 1 Cor. 15. 9. To be the
b leaft of the Apoflles, not mees 10 be called wn

i T2 Apoftle s

il which did thus humble and abafe him,~

il holy Apoftle Pau! acknowledgeth, Rom. 7. -
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hypocrites and formaliits atcai bire,

it puffs ‘upy.and makes, them- préud

_ fons krow themfelves as'they are, (which

nin thinketh that be knoweth any thing, be know.

Of the Kriowledg of God, i

A}’Qf”ﬁ and 'Ex)h. 3. 8. The leajt of all Sain
By all which it appears,that true and I’avi"n“‘
pew covenant -knowledg, is a foul«lﬁu;f
bling, and felt-abafing Knowled EY:
But the common hcad—k.nowlr:dg

.

nhdﬁ;

{foul-exaltipg, and {elt-boalting knowledd .

felt-conceired 3 they fwell with thcixf :l‘

good. eftecm’ of -themfelves;, they. thie
themfelves beft, and every one wopfe-rid
themfelves.:  he faithas the Pharifee, i,
Lihank; thees 2 am not like other men.. :Nok ks
that it is the duty “of gracious fouls ‘dil
thanktul for God’s gracious work in
asiswellyasiifor his benefits.: beftowédiy
them. (But to be proudly, thankfi
proper to hypocrites,and carnal profe
the bypocrite Zebu- like faith, Come, ool

eal for the Lord, when it isall for, i (g
But this felf-abafing, and foul-humk
knowledg, is far from the tabernacle of e
hypocrite;.fell f-boafting , and felf-glo -

ing is the fruic of the flefhs and indeed,

whar_eve;-:ﬁlch per(ong pretend to know,
yet phey arein truth ignorant 5 did per-

they can never rightly do without the ,ﬁx‘—
vihg work of Grace) they would fee canfe
enough in themfelves to abafe rl)cmﬁ. lves ;
‘but ignorance is the caufe of pride, that is
it the Apoftle intends, Y Cor. 8. 2. If any

eth
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_ethnothing as be: orght ‘1o know i that is; he

that thinketh of his knowledg, {0 as to be

- putfed up, grows proud , and'felf-con=
%‘flted therewith; fiich a one kpoweth #o-

fthing as be ought to kpow : inwhich it’s clear,

that ignorance is the caufe of pride, and

putfings up ; hie'that knoweth moft; Leing:

Y ’

4 iliyﬁ’ed% knoweth ngthing as he oughe:
Fto know. .. AR LT
‘b But here I would#fhind a word further,

dit any gracious foul, by thisy thould falk
lito temptation, we are tosknow, that: fa-
Wing knowledg may: be dtfended wich the
@me temPration of pmd’?}and puffings ups
bt chat/it flows from lgfowledg: bugpart-
from Jgnorances, ~and elpecially from
« rruption, there being the remain-
1 fin in the nature ot ‘the Saints sy -
4 fhackls it the Apoftle intefids, 1 Cor.
8. W Kniwledg puffeth up 5 byt love edifieth.
He (pdaks thene ot ¥he knowledgﬁpr’ good
pien, as well as bad); - for it ditfery not in;
the formality or! kind thereof, as
tive, relating to the things knownljor un-:
'E o “derftood 5 it differs racher in the m:
L% the work, fhan in'tiie matter,: for th
part : tor, faith the Apoftle, #e 4
knowledg 5 kpowledg pugfeth- up. Even¥l
knowledg as the Apoftl had, and as
have : not (as I faid: b fore) that know§dg
in it fel€ puffethup, It faving, and fanfi-
fied 5 bur it’sthe bafe tefh, corruptiolit
narure;thac takés an advantage there-fi
| 213 il




278

Of the Kriowledg of God, Ch.ag,

to be puffed up: the Saints having the | |

root of all fin in them, and fo of pride, 35
of worldlinefs, and other like fins ; ang
are liable to puffings up,as the Hypocrites,
Experience teacheth this, and the Apoftle

¢ fame experience, as is manifeft
gigrt.hl 2. 7. Left I fbould be exalted abyyg
meafure, tbroufb the abundance of revelations,
&c. The holy Apoftle was in danger of
this felf-boafting, through his abundance
of revelations and knowledg: hence he
faith, 1 Cor. 9. 27. I keep under my body, ang
bring it in [ubjeiiion, left by any means, when I
have preached to others, I'my [elf fhould be a capp
away. Suchis the bafenefs and corruptiop
of nature, even in the Saints, as to be prj.
ding it felf; and puffed up in heavenly light
and knowledg. -

The difference then between the fincere
foul and the hypocrite is, the fincere heart
that lives in light, doth not only know God
and Chrift in fome meafire, bur himfzlf:
and fo efpies thefe flethly motions and
workings to felf-exaltations and puffings
up, and o judges it, and abhors it as a de-
teftable thing ; watches it and wars againtt
it, as againft any other iniquity.

But the meerly notional head profeffor
and hypocrite, he pleafeth himfelf ip i, j¢
is his life, his glory, fclf-glorying is his
higheft attainment; and fo his life, al] his
receptions of light hath not brought him
out of felf, he fecks himfelf] and glorieth

in

——
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Ch.18. Of the Knowledg of God.

in his felf-accainments, and lives therein
with pleafure; he preacheth for himfelf;:
and prayeth, and difcourfeth, and profef=

feth for himfelf; and fo he lives in {elf, as

his Element.as the fifh lives in the watersall

his light and knowledg worketh him not

out of himfelf, if he actain but to a thew

cf humility 5 he is proud, and pufied up

therewith, for fuch may attainto a frew of
bumility, and be va nly puffed up in their- flefhly

mind, Col. 2. 18. 23,

2. Saving knowledg is an heave-affeting 2. Iris an
knowledg, it is an heart-transtorming ”‘.“"""fffl'
knowledg : the faving knowledg of God " V"
and Chrift in the Gofpel, affe&ts the heartsransform-
where it is, with love to God, and love toing know-
his Word and Will, love to his Promifes,/eds.
and love to his Precepts, and an batred to
every falfe way, P{.119. 125. The Prophet
prayeth, Give me nnderftanding, that 1 may
know thy Precepts, ver. 127. I love thy Com-
mandments above Gold, above fine Cod; therefore
1 efteem all thy Precepts concerning all things to
bevight, and I hate every falfe way.  This is
true knowledg thar atfedts the heart with
love to,and delight in the Lord,and hatred

‘againft all things that js contrary to him,
Saving knowlede affefts the heart with
God, and exalts God and Chrift above all,
and hath low and contemprible thoughits,
of the World, and all things here below,
looks upon itasit is, to be all but wanitys
and vexation af f‘pirit. Soa the Apoﬂ;]c, Phil,

T g 3.8, 1¢8

Pof)
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3. 8. Yea doubtlefs, and 7 count all things buy

lofs for the excellency of the knowledg o i

Fefus my Lord, for ;;?borj; I have j}t_[fefec{ tl?.ﬂb;;j‘t
of all things, and do count them but dung tbai
Imay win Christ, and be found in bim, &C.’And
as 1t is an heart-affeing, and an hearc-
delighting knowledg, it affe@ts the heapt

with God and Chrift, and the things that

concern his Name and Gofpel; {ois it an
heart-transforming and changing know-

ledg, it leaves not fouls carnal and world.

ly, and vain and fintul, as they were before;

no, but it changes thofe in whom it 1s, it.

very much effects what God requires, Rom.
T2 D, .F" not conformed to this H/cr/d, but be
ye transformed by the rencwing of your minds,&c.
“And thus {aving knowledg effeéts, 2 Cor, 3.
18, But we all with open face, bebolding as in a
glafs the glory of God., are cbqngrd, &c. The
rnowleds of God and Chrift 1 the Gof=
pel is of a changing nature, it waoiks thofe
in whom it is, Into the image and likenefs
of Chrift, which 1s God's defign in the
Gofjel, ¥ Cor. 15. 48, 49. [t accomplifheth
the work ot Sanétification, and an holy
conformity to the Lord Jelus.

Saving knowledg reacheth ehe heart, it’s
exercifed about heart-work 5 it humbleg
che heart, it changes the heart, it glads the

heart, it conforms the heart, and {o the

“whole man to the will of Chrift ; al] thac
“the underitanding recelves. it immediately
conveys to the heart: the underftand-

' mg

Of ‘the Knowledg of God,  Ch,1g
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ing favingly inlightned by the Word and
Spirit, conveys light and love to the heart.,
Inthis way the love of Chrift is. foed abroad in
the heart by the Holy Spirit 5 Rom. 5. 5. 2 Cor.
4. 6. For God who commanded the light to fhine
out of durknefs, hath fhined. in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledg of the gliry of God, mn
the face of fefus Chrifi. God’s new-cove-
hanc-light fhines not only into the head,
but likewife into the heart, making an

heart-obedience, and giving heart-confo-
lations : it works heart-hatred of fin, and
heart-performance of duty, Pf. piolidn e
The Law of Gud is in bis beart, none "of hii fteps
fhall flide 5 thatis,itisin his heart to be-
lieve God, to love God, and obey him as
far as he knoweth, and is willing to know

| more, that he may doit: he prayeth with
the Prophet, Pf. 119. 33. Teach me, O Lord,

the way of thy Statutes, and I fhall keep it unto

| theend. The truly knowing foul accounts

nothing well done, in which the heart is
| not; believes with the heart; loves with

¢ the heart, obeys with the heart, hates fin
with the hearr, rejoyces in the Lord with

the heart; in a4 word, what-ever fuch a,

foul doth, be doth jt beartily, as to the Lord,
But head-knowledg, or the knowledg

of the hypocrite and formalift never 2fFede

th;: heart, unlefs it be fome (udden flathes :
Of {eeming joy, Mat. 13, 20, 21, Bur fhore _
8155 and fhort of truth, and reacheth noe

fo

heart-change, and working heart-love, and. |

281
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fo fir as to affe®t the hedrt indedd witl;
God and Chrift, his Word and Will',w istil;
Precepts and Promifes 5 e goes no further

(at beft) than that Church, Ked. 3.1, Thno 0.0
thy works, ;!gqt thou bajt a Hane, _"Mtst’wu li}})c']? {j{’;‘
and art dead: Dead while alive, ang fich -,p‘»a‘,
meis works are dead works, and dead fer- | ?!*9'9'
vices, with all their knowledg, they are ,W ‘
ot changed, but remain the fame, world- 'pj#:
Iy ftill, and carnal, and proud ftill, anq |
i, and like the World fill, no truenan.. |
conformifts to the Wotld; it’s to be feared o
that there is too much of this fort of kiiow- iyﬁf;
ledg among Profeflors, that will at laft ffcﬁs,
leave them where it found, then, i.¢. in the ffr"‘m
gall of bitternefs, and bond of iniquity. Wyﬂ}’
" The knowledg of the liypocrite dwells ’ (‘fﬁ
moft in the bhead, it is {wimming-brain- obrft
Knowledg, and runs_into_the tongue, and b
it may be into (ome form of profeffion, F’N
but finks not 1nto the heart, it makes no J "Wv’;
change there, works not the heart after | fgﬂ"ﬁ
God 5 come to Chrift’s Ordinances they t\\C‘
may, and make profeflion of his Nawe, | =5
but theirBearts are after their covetonfnefs 5 the | Ao
world hath their hearts be-fure,where-ever ! ?ﬂ‘

thein perfons are; fo that word is fulfilled = |
in them, Jrove 10. 20. The tongue of the juft 1 ;wg'

<" as choice filver, but the beart of the wicked is | gy

little worth. 1
But {aving, knowledg reaches the heart, ’uw

affedts and transforms ﬂ_\e heart, and con- ?{a

forms the whole man 1nto the image of

our Lord Jefus. : 3. Saving :
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3:Sdving knowledg isa trufting,relyings.ieis e
knowledg ; the:foul that rightly knowstrufing,ve-
God, will truft in him, truft in his Faith-bine know-
fulnefs, in his Word,truft in:his all-fuffici-"*6
ency to perforny it; truft in him for body
and fouf, and that in the greateft difficul-
ties, and under the greateft temprations,
Pf.9.9,1C. TheLord alfe will be arefuge for
the oppre(fedy a refuge in'time of trouble 5 and
they that know thy Name will put: their truft in
thee : that is; they that know him to be
(according to his Word) merciful and gra-
cious; all-fufficient and faichful, will put
their truft in him, and rely upon him. « It
il effeéts in them thatexhortation, Ifa. 26. 4.
. Truft in'the Lord for ever, for inthe Lord Fe-
hovah is everlafting firength. < This knowledg
of the Name of God it was, that made the
three children, Dan. 3.17. Not to be care-
ful, or fearful of the Fiery Furnace, Our
God, whom we [erve, is able to deliver us out of sl
thine band, O King: they knew Gods all-
fufficiency, and there they truft, and leave = 7
the iffue to him, ver. 18; ) iy 0
__But head-knowledg, or the knowledg
of thehypocrite, whatever it talks yetonit e e
LBever works afoul truly to truft:inGodar . 1.0
" all'times; not teuly ar any time 3 there may 2
be a fuppofition of trufting fometimes, but
when the difficulty comes, the {oul ftarts
afide from God to fome recondary and un- /
lawful way of deliverance, like thofe com= - =
Plained of] Hyf. 5. 13. But the' foul ,th;tt:z !
€2 G cruly

1
! ‘f

N
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.+ struly kKnows the Lord, does traft in‘himae
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\

all times,’ efpeciallyin itimes. of need and®

‘“danger, Pf. 56.3. What time I am!afraid ¥

A Ttis a

will truk in thee; that isthe time efpecially
to truft in God,in time of! need : this was
it kept up the heart .ot‘ the Apocftle in all
his temptations, 2 Tit. L. 12v Neverthelefs I
am not afpamed, for 1 know. whom I bave he-
Lieved (or trufted) and. am perfwaded that be
is able to keep that which I bavé committed to
bim againjt that day. v : :
" I know his goodnef3, faithfulnefs, and
All-fuffictency , and that: makes me truft
bim with body and foul, I commit all to
him, and to his keeping unto that day :
thus knowing fouls are trafting fouls, Pfal.
gz, Q. Ltruftin the mercy of God for ever and
ver. They truft in his Word, in his Mer-
cy, in his Faichfulnefs, inhis all-fufficien-
cy, that he will never fail them. See the
precious promifes to fuch knowing; «tru-
fting fouls, Fer. 17.7, 8. Pf.34.22.&37-
40. & 125.1.-O thereiove truft in the Lord
for ever, for in the Lord Febovab is everlafiing
firength. : .
4. Saving knowledg is a doing, working

:Zn‘ know- knowledg : they who rightly know , are
Lag.

- ready to do what they know, Fob. 13,17,
If ye know thefe things, happy are yeif yedo
them 3 {ee Heb. 12. 17. Saving knowledg is
no fluggard, it is noidler, but.its defign to
know, 1s, that it m1y do the will of God;
that is the defign of the foul inall his feck-

ings,

of fbc Knowledg: of God, Chag.
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ingss to know that he may 'do the’ will of
God; Pf. 119..33,34. Teachme; O Lord,
the way of thy Statutes, and I fhall keep it
unto the end’; Give me underftanding, and I
Shall keep thy Law, yea, 1 foall obferve it with my
whole ‘heart. - ) by )

Heart-knowledg defigns heart-obedience
to the Lord, ver.10. With mywhole heart have
7 Jought thee, O let me not wander from thy Com=
mandments :-and the Word, the Scripture of
Truch, is the rule of the gracious fouls
cbedience, he knows, and believes, that the
Scriptures, by the teachings of the Spirit
therein, is able to make bim wife unto Salvation,
2 Tite 3. 15. See Pfal. 119.974to 100, And
he isuniverfal in his obedience, have re-
{pedt to all the Commandments, Pf. 119. 6.
T hen foall Lot be afhamed when Ihave refpeci

to all thy Comtmandments, and that alwaies, evey
26 the end, ver, 112.  And that readily and ="+

chearfully, fwiftly, and’ with alacrity, wver.
32. I will yun the way of thy Commandments
when thou (balt enlarge mine heart, ver. 54,
Thy Statutes bath been my fongs in the houfe of
my pilgrimage. Works of Piety,and works
of Charity, all works that God requiretiy;
Grace teacheth toa ready and right per-
formance thereof, Pf,100. 2. . 2.Cor. 8. 5,6,
To-Tite 24X Tn T2
But head-knowledg ouly, \is. more for
word than deed, talks much; but doth but -
tittle ; and if there be any deads, it is for
dow, bafe, and by-ends, for felf, and I}O.t
3 or
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g.Irisa
Zrowing,
increa]sng

Enowledg.

all; at fome times, ina good fit, or when
applaufe or advantage concur, with a cold
and dead heart, not with delightand joy,
Dot ferving the Lord,but themfelves:hence
the Lord complains, Zec.7.6.6. That bis
people did filt for themfelves , and cat and
drink for’ themfelvess whereas gracious
fouls, who live in dight , fhould do 'all
for God, eat and drink for him, that they
may live to him, perforui every duty for
him, that he may be gloriﬁcd, 1 Cor.10.31,
Whether ye eat or drink,, or whatfoever you do.doe
all to the Glory of Gods fee 2 Thef.1.11,12.Gal.
2.19. And this the hypocrite and formalift
do never attain unto,but doth all for felf.

5 .Saving knowledg is a growing & incre~
fing knowk‘dg,‘it-incre(eth where 1tis,2 Pet.
3.18. But grow int ‘Grace, and in the knowledg of
our Lord and Saviour Fefus Christit groweth,
and increafeth, and where this growth is,
there isan increafe and growth in every
virtue, inthe whole new man, which is ere=
ated after God. = Which new creation con-
fifteth firft and efpecially in knowledg,
Col. 3. 10." And bave put o the new man, which
isoreated in knowledg, after the image of bim
thas created bim. Knowledg is the firft and

rincipal work, and in it, and withit, righ-
tecu[mefs and'true holinefs, Eph- 4. 24. With-
out it there 1s nothing but ignorance of the

life of God, ver. 1%. This is the faving work
of the Lord, to caufe the true light to rine
into

Df‘\;bc Knowledg of God.  Chixg,’
“for God; to fome commands; and not t5
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into the bearts of his people, 2 Cor. 4.6. And
this increafeth and groweth up by degrees,
with the increafe of Faith, Love, Holinefs,
and every divine virtue, Col. 2.19. It in-
creafeth with the increafe of God, and groweth
up into bim in all things, which s the Head,even
- Chrift, Eph. 4.15. This of fpiritual growth,
is the defign and end of God inthe mini-
firy and means he hach’afforded his Churchs
{ee Eph.4. 11,10 15. And this is, or fhould
‘be the defign of all fithfil Minifters; the
{piritual growth of themfelves, and the
Church, in the knowledg of, and confor-
mity to the Lord, 2 Cor.4.10,11,12. Where
the Apoftle difcovers, that the end of all
Gods difpenfations was, that they might
be more like Chrift, that the life of Chriff
might be manifeft in their mortal flefb 5 and con-
cludes the fame of the Church, though
chey were not under the like afflictions, yet
they expeéted the fame work to be effetted
in them, by their liberty, and the ufe of the
means that God had given them, expreft in
thefe words, So then death ( that is affli&i-
ons) worketh in us, but life in you 5 that is, we
expe& and hope that a conformity will be
wrought in you by your liberty,and peace-
able in‘oyment of the Ordinances of God,
and opportunities of Grace,and of growth;
and fo if that work go forwards, be itby
death, or life, affli&ion, or liberty, we have
our defire: this was his frequent Prayer
for the Church, sheir growth and increafe
: in




‘ df the f(nowledg of Gﬁdl Ch.i'g .
i ehis Grace; Eph: 1. 16, 1718, 79, phiy
¥.9,10, 11, Coli 1.9, 10,11, And this s

(or fhould be) the defire and endeavour of

every gracious foulyaccording to the mey-
fure of their capacities in the ufe of the
means God, hath, appointed, to grow and
increafe thereby, in light, in love, in ho-
linefs, and an holy conformity ‘to” the wi]
of Chrift, I Pet. 2, 2, A.rj’m‘w' born babes, dg-
fire the fincere milk; of the Ikgy-d’ that ye may
grow thereby s, and in'fo doing that Word" i
made good, Prov. 4. 18.. The path of the Fr
is as a [hining lighty that fbineth more and more
unto the perfedd day. e S J
But on the contrary',” fiead-knowledg
only, or the Kiowledg of hypacrites and
formalifts, either decaies, groweth down-
wards, lefs and.les, worfe and 'wotfe, till
it come to uothing, or grows”in’ the Head
only, no increafe in ‘the pares ot holinefs s
it’s like the difeafe called the Rickets; the
‘head grows, but the body decaies, grows
weaker and worfe,tillat laft, without cure,
‘head and body goes to theduft.” So it'is
with'mead- Chiriftians, grow in the head, im
notion, bilt décay in the body of Chrifti=
anity, or ftand at a ftay withouc any (piri-
tual growth's though thete is no {tanding
or ftopping it Chriftianity, who fo grow-
eth not better, muft (though infenfibly)
grow worfe. I do notqueftion but that
gracious fouls do meet with ' their winter-
times; times of temptation,; and to ap-
pearance
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appearance fometimes grow worfe rather
than better; but it proves to their advan-
tage in the end : the beft of Saints have had,
and have their ebbings and flowings, their
winter and fummer s butit'sa fign of life
where is the fenfe thereof: this is common

in the Scripture, and in the experience of
the Saints: but the notionift and head-

profeffor is infenfible of his deadnefs and
decaies.  This T fpeak. that ferious fouls
may not fink in the fenfe of their thortnefs
and wants, that the Ennuch that is joyned to
the Lord, may not fay Tam a d y tree, If. 56. 33

But the head-profeffor grows big in the
head, but little in the heart, like Epbraim
the Lord complains of, Hof.7. 11. Ephraim
islike a filly dvve without an heavt : no heart
for God, his Name and Truth s great in
his own eyes, commends himfelf; But not
he that commendeth bimfelf is approved but whom
the Lerd commendeth, "It may be he grows
great with error, fancies and imaginations,
finds out fome better Religion ( they
think) than the Lord hath ordained ;. like
thofe the Lord complained of, Fer. 2.32,
33 Why trimmest thoy thy way to feek love ;
and in their inventions think themfelves to
be Innocent as they 5 ver. 35. Tet thou fayelt,
becaufe I am innocent : 4, yet, ver. 36, Gad
about 1o change their way: and Chap. €, 16.
When the Lord calls to them to return fo

the good old way ; (of Faith, Love, Obedi~

¢nce,) and to walk therein, they. will not
e A% Ihus
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defufive
knowledg:

Thus [aith the Lord, ftand Je inthe waies, and
ask, for the old paths, where isthe good way, and
walle therein, and ye fball find reit to yoirr fouls

but they faid, We will not walk thevein. " bus |

evil men, and feducers, wax worfe and worfe, de-
geiving, and being deceived, 211t 3. 13,

6. Saving knowledg s a detifive knoy-
ledg, it's willing to impart to others what.
ic knows of Gods as it receives freely, (g
it does as freely impart toothers: (o the
Prophet, Pf. 40. 1. I have uot hid thy righte-
oufnefs within my bearts I bave declared thy

'\ Paithfulnefs, and. thy Salvation 5 I bave wot cone

cealed thy lovipg kindnefs and thy truth from the

e Congregation. Prov.15.7- The lips of the
wife defpife knowledg , but the beart of the foolifh
doth not fo : and Chap. 10.21. ?b" Lips of the
Righteous feed many, but faols die for want o
wifdom : and 20. 15, The lips of kpowledg ave
« pretiois Fewel 5 the lips of the Righteous de-
fpifeth knowledg, both to Suints and Sinners.
The reafon is, becaufe they have received
from the Lord of his teachings; their
hearts are filled with his divine knowledg;
and it may be fo fometimes, that there
needs skill'in the learner to draw it fortl,,
fome having learned that leffon to be flow to
fpeak., and flow to wrath, and [wift to heay
and that, Prov. 14.33. Wifdom refteth ia the

‘heart of him that bath underjftanding. but. that

which is in the midit of fools is made known : {o
that the knowledg of the Prudent is difper-
fed wifely, and mult have its occafion and

oppor-

Of the Knowledg of God. ~ Ch.yg. -
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opportunity ; and fometimes (Sme to draw
i itout, Prev. 20. 5. Counfelin the beart of man
Gl is like deep waters, but a man of underftanding
il will draw it out. Sometimes there needs a
| wife tongue, as a bucket to draw out of
! thofe living waters that are in the hearts of

. the'Saints; Fob. 7. 38, 39. Bue this is a
i trath, that thofe that know God; or rather
il are known of bim, cannot but ke fpeaking of
i\ 3bofe things they have feen and heard A s 4.20,
i According to the meafure of their recep-
tions, Rem. 12. 3. Occafions and opportu-
lities. >
Queft, What difference may we under- Queft,
{ ftand there is between Knowledg and Wif-
i dom 2 The Scripture feems: to make a dj-
il ftin&ion, 1 Cor. 12. 8.
Il Anfw. Sometimes knowledge includes
i wifdom, and fometimes wifdom includes
il knowledg, 7fa. 50.4, Fam. 3. 13, Butwhen
licis mentioned diftin&, as difting gifts,as,
31 Cor. 12, 8. Knowledg is a gift of under-
' ftanding fome truths more than others; and
‘that' itmay be fome fecret and hidden my-
il Tteries, by virtue of {pacial gift, as Chap.
{ 13- 2 Though Fuynderfiund 4l nipfleries, and
| ll knowledg, e, Witdom is 4 gift to apply
(this knowledg to the benefit of the
| Chureh; one may have 3 gift of Knowledg,
that may tend to inform the underftand-
g5 another the gift of Witdom and Pruy-
cence, to apply it to the profit of the
urch fittable to its worth.” And this di-
. Va ftinétion




feinétion will'ufefully hold in' many cafes;
fome know much, and .want wifdom tg
make {o good- ufe of theit knowledg as
might be defired: fome have Wifdom and.
Prudence to ufe more Knowledg than they
have 5 but in_dced the ready way to atrain
more; is to'ufe well what we'have : Hof. 14,
9. Who is wife, and he fball underftand thefe
things s and prudent; and be fball know them
&c. Thatis, who fo1s wife and prudent).
to make aright ufe of whdp be knows, b;
fhall underfrand 5 thatis, he fhall underftand
‘more of the will of the Lord : he whofe
knowledg is truly praéticable; ftands in'the
road-way of higher and larger inftruétions
and reachings > Fob. 7. Y7 If any anan will
1o his will, be_ fpall know of the Docirin, whether.
it be of God, or whether I fpeak of my felfc O
therefore, letall be exhorted to be feeking
after this faving knowledg of God -and
Chrift inthe Gofpel; and content not your
felves without this humbling; heart-affet-
ihg, fan&ifying,ttapsforming,trufting, do-
ing, growing, and increafing knowledg of
God s it’s that, without: which the heart
cannot be right ; nor can:your fouls entoy
the Graceand Peace of the Gofpel, 2 Per,
‘32 GO 20253 3L et
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