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Ofithe Divine Virtue and Grace of Love
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T H.E choice,Virtue of: Grace of Love,
: which alwaies accompanieth . true
Knowledg and Faith, is as the oile .to. the
wheels, that niakes the {oul as the Chariots
of Aminadab, to run (wiftly, and perform
every duty relating both to God and man
chearfully and willingly ; the Lord loves
willing and hearty fervice, and that can ne-
ver be, unlefs it flows from the truth of
love to God,as well as confgience and duty
to him. - :

This duty and virtue of love, muft be,
I. and chiefly to God and Chrift above all,
2, To his people for his fake. 3.7To all S
men, to enemies as well as to friends. : T

1. Ta God and. Chrift, as our chiefeft 1. 7o God
g00od, as there are many excellent and ufe- #d Chriff
tul new-covenant Gifs and Virtues, being -
accompanied with love; yet loye is the
maft excellent of all Gifts, and of all Vie= =
tues next to Faith; and the Apoitle pre=""
fers it beyond Faith, that Is, that Faith
Which is without love: there may be (and,

I fear 1s) much Faith without love, which

Y32 will




Ofshe Virtut and Grite of Love. Ch.fg,
will fail in the end : but Gofpel-love can-
ot be without Faith; for where truth of
love is to God and Chrift, there is Faith :
for no manéan love.him on whom he doth

out Love, theréfore he prefers. Loveabove
Faith, 1 Cor.13. 2. And though I buve, all
Faith,8c. and have not Chariry,lﬁh'at is love)
Zam nothing : the word 4!l Faith, not only
intends the Faith of mitacle, for that is but
one fort of Faith, but all Faith in the ha-
bit of it, though not in the power and life;
for if there were niot Faith in the Doétrine,
ordinarily there could not' be the Faith of
miracle, as, Mat. 7.21,22. .T!iough ﬁlVing
Faith ‘16 alwaies accompanied with the
truth of Love, and a meafure of all the Di-
vine Virtues of the Gofpel, ver. 13. Nop

of thefe is Charity. So Col. 3. 14. The Apo-

{tle havifig mentioned feveral choice duties

4nd Vireues, faich, And abové all thefe thirgs

put én Charity, which is the Youd of PerfeSiion;

or the perfeét bond,by allwhich irappears,

that Love, Charity, 15 @ moft choiCe and
" fingular Virtue, and defirable for Chriftians
to be prifing and preffing after.

What Love is in %cneral ;' Love is an af-
feftion of the foul fixed upon, cleaving to,
“and delighting in fomething wherein it ap-

prehends fome {pecial worth and good ;
thus it is in natural Love , and thus itis in
fpirirual Love; for thereis a natural, and

‘ there

A deferipti-
on of Love.

not believe; but men may have Faith with-

ahideth Faith, Hope, Charity; but the greateft




Ch.19.  Of the Virtue and Grace of Love.
there is a (piritual Love : the fecond itis1
am {peaking of'; and the difference is ra-
thet to be difcerned in the obje& than in
the root or principle, that being a Divine
fecret, the rife whence Divine Virtues flow
from the fecret and hidden work of the

!,} ! ~ Spirit of Grace; yet the Spirit propounds

to us the diftin&ion rather by the object
than the principle from whence it flows :
it lets us to know; that if our love fix fin-

# . cerely on the right objedts, then it flows
from the right principle : fo then,as nati=

ral love fixes on natural and worldly ob-
je&ts, from natural caufes 5 fo that is {piri-
taal love that fixes on {piritual objeéts; na~
tural love never looks (10 high as God, and
Chrift, and Glory, to fix there.

36 then this is fpiritual love that fixeth
upon, cleaveth to, and delighteth in God,
and Chrift, in Grace , and Glory , as its
chiefelt and moft fpecial good @ and this is
certain, that we can never love God as we
ought, and as doth concern Uus, unlefs we
apprehend him to be our chiefeft =nd moft
efpecial good, Matt.22.37.1 bou [palt love
the Lord thy God with all thy foul, and with all
thy beart, and with all thy mind ; which we can
néver do, unlefs we prize him above all
other good in thé World; and {o of Chrift ¢
Matt, 10. 37,38, 39 He that loveth Father
or Mother, Sonor Daughter, or Life more thas
me.; be is not worth) of me. Which no foul can

attain o, but by being inftruéted inito the
V 4 tran=
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Dueft.

Anfw.

tranfcending worth of Jefus Chrift :.this
could the Prophet (ay, Pfal, 73. 25, 1#hon
bave I in [eaven:but shee 5 and there is none
upon Earth that Ldefire befides thee: and the
Spoufes (ong, 5. 10. My Beloved is white 4nd
ruddy , the chiefeft among ten thoufand : and
Paul,: Phil. 3. 8. Yea doubtlefs, 7 dy aceouit
atl things but lofs. for the excellency of the kiow~
ledg of Chrift Fefus my Lerd, for whom 7 have
Juffered the lofs of all things, and do count they,
but dung that Lmight win Chriff, S&c. And this
1s that whichevery foul that loves the Lord
Jefus in truth and fincerity. can iy : fo that
if you love God and Chrift above all, you
do then efteem him as your chiefelt good,
as youralene portion ;' you do undervalye
every thing here below ; yourcan look upa
onevery thing hiere below to be bur vanity,
yed,” vanity of - wanities: Focl, v.2: Yanity of
vanities, (faith ibe Preacher _\) ["'t!ﬂl.f)! of' Yani-
ties, all ispanity : this dottbling ahd trebling
of its. vanity , argues. it to be exceeding
vain, litgle, and contemptibile o the foul
ehat Joyes Chrift, in comparifon of him ;
fouls thut have {ecn 1t and tafted of the
esoodnefs of the Lord, and the excellency
of Divine things, can fay with the Prophet,
Lam. 324 The Lord is my: portion faith my
foul, therefore will I bope inhim.

Quett. How fhall I kuow that I love God

and Cheift above all,as my chiefeft good,as
my portion, and lot of mine inheritance ?
- dnfw. 1. If you love God above all, as

your

Of the Virtue and Grace of Love, Ch.1g, :
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" therefore his foul is fet upon him: Pf, 104.

, 2
your chiefeft good, which you do, if your . T::m :
love be right; your meditation will be ditations 2,
much upon him, and about-him; that as will be
in the firft place.you have left all for hint, 7chupon
fo your thoughtsare precious of him: ifo
God and’ Chrift, Grace and Glory be.of
higheft efteem in your heirts, then yol

love God above alls for what a man loves

moft, and beft, his mind is. moft upon, be

it perfons, or profits, &c. 4 man may know

what he loves moft, and beft, by the run-

ning out of his mind after. it, and exercife

of, his mind about it. The worldling hath

his mind taken up with the world, runs af-

tér his profit, and {ecks after his gain from

every quarter; and when it goes well on

that account, all'is well 5 he troubles him-

felt as little as. may be about things ot Di-

vine concernment 5 but the gracious foul

preffeth bard after God, P[.63.8. My foul (faith

the Prophet) preffeth bard after thee. " As the
worldling preffech hard after the world,be-

caufe it is his poction, his all, his chiefeft

good : fo does the foul that loves God @5

his portion, follow hard after him, that it

may know him more; and enjoy him more;

his meditations are daily of him; he ¢~

fteems his loving kindnefs bétter than life, and

My meditation of him fhall be fieet, I will be ,
glad in the Livd 5 {o that in a word, where - . ..
your minds are moft fet, and moft exerz .
cifed, and what you moft prife, tllcfel}’z‘c'

v ‘ LRk : 0
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g el love niOﬁu and beft ; For whete. 5810 spoifon .

o 355 tber"e will be your bearts alfo, M;t. lg ‘t':;tﬁq’ . q“
‘how few chit profefs Chiriftianity, ¢ 2 %
: prove theit hearts to God in this rr,xatre ~d i ‘ V
a.Twwifl 2, If you love God above all, as o i
lwebis  chicfeft good , you will love his things. | Jf
&% whatever hath his ftamp upon it; I mc% # g
on the {piritual account, ‘you love it ‘13 g
prize it for his fake. 2 y/
s.gis o 1. You love his Word, and Will; his ﬁd
Weord. Promifes, his Precepts, all will be pre‘éoHs y ;ﬂd
to you : it is not pofiible for fouls to love ’I;(f
God, and not to love his Word, his Will ; i
Pf. 119,97, O bow Ilove thy Law, it is my me-’ (0
ditation all the days ver. 163. How [wect aye g
thy words unto my tajte, yea [Weéter than honey to 4
mymouth. ' This isa {pecidl property of a (%
{foul that loves the Lord;to love his Word ;
and. to delight therein, to fuck (weetnefs ! pl‘
there-from: ver.72. The law of thy mouth is ‘ g
 better tome than thoufands of Gold and Silver. ¥
Well, by this you may know,if you love Tt
the Lotd, youi de love his Word, his Will, o
his Précepts, his Promifes, it’s all precious B

to you,and your meditation is much there- ‘
in; ver.97. and Pf. 1. 2. Where you have -
adefcription of a Godly man, to be one L
that doth meditate in the Law of Ged day and 9 P
aight: that is , his meditations are much |
exercifed about the good Word of God. o
2. 7do 2. If you love God indeed , you will . i
biswik. love to do his Word, and Will; you will ;‘f

love to obéy him,to {ubmit to him in every
* thing.
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things.. I’s a great, miftake in perfons
who pretend to love the Word of God, but
do not love to do it fich perfons deceive
themfelves 5 Fob. 14. 15. faith Chrift, If ye
love me, keep my Cominaridments. This was the
voice of the Law, and this is the. voice of
the Gofpél's Exod. 20. 6. Skewing mercy un-
to ' thoufands of 'them that love me, and keep
y Commandments.” God nlever did; nor ne-
ver will accept any feérvice but thiat which
is done in love 'to' him ; and he ever did,
and will, actépt of thofe who love, ferve,
and obey him acccording to his Word and
Will: and if you ferve him in love, his
Commandments will be pleafaut to you.
Y Job.5.3. Thisis the love of God, that we
keep bis Commandments, and his Commandments
~ are ot grievens. Then we love God, when
we keep his Commandments, and they are
pleafant to us, and not grievous: and if in
this {pirit of love, you live to, and obey
the Lord, he will meet with you, and your
fouls fhall meet with him, and have fellow-
thip with him: Zfa. 64.5. Fob. 14. 21,23,
Read thofe Scriptures at your leafure. _
3. If you love Chrift, you do love what 3. Love
he loves, and hdte what he hates; you love what ke
Holinef , Righteoufnefs, and Obedience, ¥ ‘,',"d
~ and hate fin, and iniquity, and difobedi- g:’;;,,f‘
ence, and every falfe way, though you be
hated of the wicked for {o doing. Pfal.97.
Y0. Te that love the Lord, bate evil s be pre-
Jevvesh the fouls of bis Saints, e deliveresh then
: out
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out ofibe hands, of the wicked 5 i..e; T}
the wicked hate and perfecute the. 13?115:2

for their hating and forfaking the waies of

4. They leve
bis appear-
mg.

the wicked;, yet let thofe that loy
Lord, haveevil ftill 3 forGod will S
them out.of, the hands of the wicked, thar
do hate them for their hating of wicked:
nefs.. O therefore, ye that ove the Lord
hate evily and love goodnefs 5 dmos 5.1 5 :
Hate the evily and love the good, &c, thetie TS
that which God loves;  Pfal. 11:7. And
Chrift loves ;. Pfal. 40.7. Hebs 1.9, Thou
bait loved righteoufue[s, and bat d wickednefs 3
whe-efore God, gven thy God, bmzi'a'nai}:red thee
with the oile of  gladnefs abowe thy fellows. Do
you love God_and. Chrift above all, then
thew ic.in this way 3 Abbor that which is evil
and cleave to thatwhich is good : it is 'to He
feared, that moft that bear: the name of
Chriftian i the World, do in teuth- hate
that which God loves, and love that which
he hates; an infallible difcoyery that the
love of God is notin them.

4. Thole who. love the Lord, do love
his appearing, and long to be with him;

" furely thole who talk of love to Chrift,
** put.care not to be with him, defire fot. his

coming, that they might more fully enjoy
fhim ; do but talk of love, Itis love but in

0 ypord and tongue, NOL 1N deed and truth : if

the Bride pretend love to the Bridegroom,
but defire not the Marriage-day, could be
gcontent if that never cOME, it argues but

little

Of the Virtue and Gr‘ﬂ‘cg Omoﬁe. Ch.1g :
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7 Ch9)  Of the Virtne and Grace of Leve. 301
- little or o love, futable to fuch a relation.
If the Wife pretend love to her Husband,
and when he is gone from honie, care noc
where ever he do'return, it’s but lictle fign
of love : 'fo, for fouls to talk of love to
Chrift, but defire not the enjoyment of him
in' the neareft relation, do but deceive
themfelves; they have ground to feav their
love isnot right 5 they will be content to
go to him, and to enjoy him, when there is
no remedy, when they muft go to hin, or
to a worfe place, and to worfe company :
I fear this is the cafe of moft who think and
fay they love Chrift; the truth of this,
that they who love Chrift, do love his ap-
pearing, that they may be with him. Sce
2 Tit. 4.7, 8. Tit. 1. 13. Heb. 9.28. Rev.22.
20, Whence it’s apparent, that 1t’s thofe
that love his appearing, that fhall have the
Crown of Righteoufnefs. It is to them that (ock,
for him,that he will appear a fecond time without

Sin unto [alvation.

5. Thofe who love God , do love his ¢ 7hey love
people alfo for his fake, (which was the fe- his pesple-
cond thing propofed ; ) becaufe the worth

- of Grace is in them, Divine Virtue is in

them, the Name of God is upon them,

they are the children of the fame Father,

members of the fame Body, heirs to the

fame Kingdom and Glory; and therefore.

they love them s this is the command of

God; 1 Feb. 4. 21. And this is the Command- .

ment we have from bim, that be that leveth Goj,
0
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Qeﬁ.
Anfw.

It istrue
when fin-
cere.

2. When it
L Spiritual.

Of the Virtue and Grace of Love. Chuy g.

do love bis Erother alfo : And the difpofiti

of the Saints, Chap, 5. 1. Every onlcﬁ;gff l?a‘:
veth him that begat, loveth bim alfo that is be-
gortenof bm. | i

Quest. But how fhall I know that I love
the people of God in truth 2 .

Anfw. Itis then true love, when it is ﬁh-—
cere, and unfeigned love, not hypocritical
and in fhew only : 1 Fob. 3.8. Let us not l’av:
in word, and in tongue (only) but indeed and
intruth 1 there is much word and rongue-
love, but little .deed-love;, much feigned
love, but little unfeigned lgve: 1 Pet. 1.
22. Seeing you bave purified your bearts in obey~
ing the trush through the [pirit, unto unfeigned
love of the Brethren, &e. Ourloye to the Bre-~
thren muft be of the {famenatureas it is to
God ; becaufe, if welove rightly, it muft
be for his fake. 'And furely-we cannot ra-
rionally imagine that God will‘accept of
hypocritical:love, word-love;téngue-love,
love in thew, feigned love, no, God abhors
it, and fofhonld men. Romt. 12. 9. Let love

' be without diffimulation : it is fincere love to

the Biethren that is ‘right and true : 2 €or.
8. 8; 1 fpeak not (faith the Apoftle) by Com=
aandment, but by occafion-of the. orwardnefs of
others, and to prove the fincérity of your love.

2. It is then true, when it is {piritual
love, when it:is for God’s fake, and for
Chrift’s fake, becaufe they belong to him :
This is trueand fincere love, whenwe love
for his fakes Mark 9. 41+ For whofoever hall

give
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give you a cup of water to drink, becaufe ye be-
long to Chrijt 5 verily I fay unte you, be fhall not
lafe bis reward. The Lord takes well any
the leaft token of love fhewed to any, be-
caufe they belong to him,becaufe it is a tor
ken of their love to him, in any who fhew
kindnefs for his fake 5 Mat. 10. 42. As the
rreateft thew of loave, if it be not for his
?ake, is not accounted of with him ; fo the
leaft a& of love for his fake fhall be rewar-
ded, becaufe that where little aéts of love
are for his fake, greater aéts will be, if op-
portunity and ability concur.

3. Itis then right and true, when it ma- 3. Iris
nifelts it felf in action, when it is as ready doing-love.
to do as to fpeak ; yetitis but word and
tongue—lqvc. I fay, true love to the Bre-
thren isa doing love, for foul, for body,
for both, as occafion and need requireth,
according to ability : 1 Fob.3.17. But who-
{o bath this Werlds geed, and feeth his Brothex
hath need, and (hutteth up the bowels of compaf-
Sion from bim,bow dwelleth the love of God in him?
Thofe that are ftreight-hearted , and
ftreight-handed towards the people of
God in their neceflities, have ground to

~ fufped themfelves, that they love neither
God nor his people.  And fatable to the
abilities that God gives in the World, does
he expedt that mendo in this matter: where
be gives much, he expedts much ; 1 Tit. 6,
7, 18, 19. And that it be done willingly,
and not grudgingly, for that is not thank-

; worthy,
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4. When it
will cover

offences.

of tbc.i./irme and 'Graée of Love.  Ch.1g >

worthy, nor is it any true difcovery of
love 5 1be Lord loveth a chearful giver, 2 Cor,
9.7.&8. 12. Rom. 12.8. [ fear few doth

" manifeft cruth of love in this matter ; who

though they ‘give, do it flackly, and
grudgingl}'a thinking every little too
much, and would gladly be without the

occafions and opportunities of doing what

~they do = fee Ifa. 32. 5--8. And read it at
Jeafuire, and meditare well upon it, and the

Lord give you rightunderftanding therein.

4. Tt'is then true when it will cover ofs
fences,and is ready to torgive: Prov.10,2.
Love covereth all fins 5 1 Pet. 4.8. Love covireth

“the muliitnde of fins. 1. There are many fins

that love may, and fhould cover, without
reproof. As perfonal infirmities that attend
Saints in this mortal, finful ftate, wherein

_Chriftians cannot {peak,nor aét,but a quick
'~ eye may difcern fomeching amifs, which

muft be covered, elfe the life of Chriftians
would be uncomfortable ‘with each other,
and their time muft be fpent in reproving
each other. Fam.3.2. In many things we offend
all ; Pl 19.12. Whocan ruufi’rﬂaud bis errors;
&ec. Chriftians may fee o much of imper-
feftion in each other, that needs love to
cover, rather than to multiply reproofs for
common failings: who fo knows them-
felves, can do it,and yet true love reproves

« fin; that'is, fuch things as are finful and

dithonourable, and cannot ftand with the
fafety of the foul, that comes not under
the

>

L

s
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the common infirmities of nature, Bnavoi-

! 1 |

dably actending gracious fouls.

305

-

.1+2. Love covereth fin from others 5 wherez. 7 cover
15 caufe of reproof,and gives a private re- eth in from
proot; according:to, Mat. 18, 15, If thy "

Brotker trefpafs againft thee, tell him bis fauls
between bum and thee alone, &c. Love is no
whilperer, nor back-biter ; thofe who are
{fo ready to publith the failings of their
brethren, that others thall know it before
them, that wait advantages to publith the
failings of their brethren, without obfer-
- ving the right rule,they are, in {o doing,ra-
ther backbiters than lovers of their brethren

! ’
p¥ey

§ . 3. Upon repentance,it cavereth all fin,it 3. onre-
forgivethall finsLiu.17.3.2f thy brlot_ber,trcfpafs pentance, it
againft thee rebuke himsif he repent, forgive bim : covereth alt

{ee ver.4. Love is no. implacable perfon,
‘but eafie to be reconciled ; it is like God,
and Chrift, ready. to forgive, Col, 3. 12,13.
When perfons are fo. much boand up in
@, their {pirits, that they with, fo much diffi-
culty forgive their brethren on their repen-
tance, it’sa fign they live not-in the f{enfe
of the need they have of forgivenefs from

n.

God themfelves ;; and .may, juftly doubc "

whether they, are .made partakers of the

) forgivene(s ofthe Gofpel, Mat.6:12.14,15. 1. .
The fenfe of Gofpel-forgivenefs, works thofe -

rightly apprehending it, into like pittiful,
merciful,Pand forgiving frame,Col.3,12,13-

wig L

IR

W 4. True love to brethren is not eafily /g pro-
i provoked, but, {uffereth lopg 5 1 Cor.5 I%;@@,{'f‘;ﬁa
i ¥ Mo DEAH
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4%, It ftarceth not afide for fmall occa-

of W Vidtue and Grase of Love. Chuy 9.

_ fions; it is not drops of water that can

L th
ol A0

quench true loves Cant. 8. 7. Many 'waters
caninot quench love, 1or floods drown is. 'That
Jove that is eafily prbvolfed) that will not
bear nor fuffer any thing , that is eafily

uencheds is not love of the right ftanip.
True love to the bretbrenis fullbof

s full B srid full of Faiths ¥ Cor 13.7. Tt be-

of hope.

“veth all things, it believesh all things 3 ‘that is,
-all things that ¢here 1s ground to hopeand
“Believes it taketh hold of every thing that
may minifter occafion to Hope the beit, ‘te
hope that there is truth of Grace, to hope

© that their Faith and Repentance is truc:

“"bue that love that will not believe, and

6. When -

accompani-
ed with
love and
obedience
79 God. |

hope any thing, if it come not up fully
o the mind of the party, it may be a faith-
lefs love, and an hopelefs love, as to our
‘brethren 3 fomay it be in refpedt of God;
for be fure we come infinitely more flort
in refpeét of God, than any of ‘our bre-
thren (where isany ground of hope) do
“or can in refpeét to us.

6. It is-then true love, when it is accom-=
panied with love to God; and obedience to
his Will : for any to talk of love to the

cople of God, and yet hath no re(pedt to
the Commandments of God, no confcience
of living to God according to his revealed
will, they deceive themfelves : for, As ke
that loveth God, muft love his Brother alfo’; {0
he that loveth the people of God, muft lo;tlo
God,
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Cod, _and keep his Commandments: 1 Fob.5,. 2.
By this we kaow we love the people of Gody when
| W#Love God, and keep bis Commandments. Left
f g any fhould deceive themfelves, the Apoitle
W ftates it both waies; 1.If any love God,
\:i"ll‘““ they love his people: He that loveth bim

&ﬁh thas begat, Lveth him that is begotten of bim.
g‘ﬁ_w B_ut left any thould miftake, and fay I love

| &“d him that is begotten, therefore I love him

ﬂ’f that begat ; he ftates it the other way, to
wﬂ prevent all miftakes, that fo our love may

i oc true and right indeed : By this we know
IEY e love the people of Gody when we love God; and
",ﬁ(,, 4 keep bis Commandments. That, is, by this we
i H"i know thatoup.love to the people ofGod is
,' 03 rxght',wheu it is accompanied with love and
"is% -obedience toGod; For this is the love of God,
e“‘ei%“ that we keep his Commandments. Our love to

WQI"' God is not right, if we love not his people;

307.

btw & our love to his people is not right, if we
s t%od love notGod,nor keep his Commandments.
il 7. True love to. the Saints is then right 7. Ir muft

j¢  when it is univerfal, to-all Saints, as well to b‘,“;’;"a"l’,‘
),d: one as to another, as well to the poor as to?afm:-
¢ therich, and as well to the rich ‘as to. the
| poor; toa poor Lazarus, as to arich and :
o royal David ; to an afflited Jofeph,as toan .. 1
gf'{ admired Solamon : if love be right, it isno

- refpelter of perfons; For be that refpedieth

perfons o will sranfgrefs for a picce of bread:

W that is, uponany occafion will wreft judg-

# - +nenr. But this-love is rare. to. be found,
rich profeflors will love them that are rich;

: 2 - e
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and undervalue the poor;-‘make them theip
foot-ftool ; and too often the poor unders
value the rich, becauf® theyare rich; have
an evil eye upon the "‘l'i‘ChC‘S of their bre=
thten, becaufe themfelves are poor : byt
the love of the Lords people is (or fhauld
be) one to another for the Lord’s fake, be-
canife they are s, and {o fthould be to the
weak as to thedtrong, to the poor as to the
rich 5 partialdove is no truélove. Fam. 2.

1, 2. It is the commendatioh the Apofile -

gives the Ephefians, that their love was 1o 2l
the Saintsd Eph. 1.175. Coli 1.4.It’s a choice
difcoveg¥ of Divine love, 'when it hath noe
f perfons, but fixes'onthe obje&
for' {piritial caufes, for Holinefs,
the image and Grace ‘of Chrift: the
ooreft Saints are as high'to'God, s rich
in Grace and Glory as the richeft :' Fam,
2. & Hearken my beloved Brethren, bath wot
(’;ogchofrn tie poor of this World, vich in Faith,
and beirs of that Kingdim, 'which be batle pro-

mifed to tham that lovehim. | ™ .
8. rrifu. 9. Yer,ifit be divine and true, it runs
table tothe our futable to the caules of loves “tor
caufes of though trte love be tnivérfal, and ‘impar-
fove. tial,yet it is not blind,butfixés moft where
it apprehends moft ‘of Gods moft ‘of He-
linefs, Humility, Love, "and ' conftancy in
the way and work of the'Lérd :« for this'is
certain, that if ‘we love foriGedlinefs:fake,
where we fée moft of ‘Godlinefs, and: the
image of Chrift, there 'Weé love moit 3 and
this

of thé')’ihuc and Grace of} Love. (;h_I9 -
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i this need not be, ftated as a duty, for it is
- the property of true Grace and Love (o to
“do: we have Chrift our Lord for example
. this matter, who had his beloved Difci~
pleabove thereft 5 Fob. 13. 23, & 20,2. &
21, 20, 24. Nog but that he loved all, and
fo muft we love all the Lord’s people with
the fame love, although there may, and
| will be degrees therein: Pfal, 16.2,3. My
goodnefs extendeth not unto thee, but to the Saints
WLl that ave in the earth, and to the excellent, in
il whom is all my delight. So did Paul prize and
preter Timothy above all the reft of the Mi-
il nifters with him, for the excellency of
I {pirit that was in him 5 Phil. 2, 29. 20521,
4 22, Andon this account a poor Saint Miay
“l have more {piritnal caufe of love in him
gt than a rich one; he that is poor in the
Wy World, may be rich in Grace; and a rich
| Saintin the World may be rich in Grace,
| and have more cauife of {piritual love than
§ fome that are poor: not but that all thar
" are truly gracious, are {piritually rich in
| Grace; yet God giveth differingly as he
W pleafeth s and there arve differing “capaci-
| ties and improvings of what is given :* but
§ this is certain, that faithful improvement
% thall have addition and increafe.
all 9. And laftly, True love to the Saints is ¢ Theylove
W4 conftant love, not by fits and good moods, confantly-
i fometimes love. and fometimes hate; like
i the Religion of fome, who under convidti-
@iy Ons, or aifli&ions, ;}'l“ be very religious,
" an
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and make promifes, but when the fit'is
over, their Religion is ended ; but true
love both to God and his people never fail-
eth; 1 Cor. 13.8. Itis conftant in adyerfi-
ty asin profperity, under. weaknefs, frail-
ties,and mifcarriages, as under higheft de-

monftrations of purity. It’s true, Saines .

under fin muft bereproved, and fo it il

be,that fome ftrangednefs may be requifite,
yet love muft ftill continue: Gal. 6. 1, 5, "

Fib. 13.1. Let brotherly love contintié, to ftran-
gers as well as acquaintance, ver.2. Prov.1y,
17. A ﬁ.i”,d loveth at all tirpu, and a brether
is born for adverfity; Love in adverfity con-
tinueth faithful in adverfity 5 if it reprove
for fin and mifcarriage, it doth it love and
fithfulne(s : Prov. 27. 6. Faithful are the
wounds of a friend, but the ki (fes {)f an enemy are
deceitful : hence the Prophet faith, Pfal. 141,
6., Let the vighteous fmite me, and it fhall be «
Rindnefs let b'm reprove me, and it (ball be an
exccellent oile, which fhall not.break my head, &c.
Where truth of love 1s, 1t’s conltant while
the caufe thereof contu}ucth; :m_d in any
mifearriage, it doth all its works in love,

3. They that love God do love all men,
as'men ; they love Chriftians as fuch, and
they |ove men 45 mei, a!]d enemies as ere-
mies, perfecuters as perfecuters; they love
them with the love of Fltty and compaf-
fion ; and this is their ¢

_on in fome meafure, if made partakers of
“the Grace of God in truth: Mat. 5. 44.
to

Of the Virtué and Grace of Love. Chuag,

uty, and difpofiti- .
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. £047. If ye love them that love.you, (that is, :
_only them) what do ye more than o?‘b&%’ No-
thing more eminently difcovers 2 ofpel=...
{pirit than this ; for thisis clear above na-
ture, nature never teacheth this leffon, but
the contrary; Nature teacheth to hate,and
feek revenge on enemies ; but Grace teach-
eth to pitty them,and pray for them ; and
what Chrift taught kis Difciples, he pra-
&ifed himfelf, both in doing, and praying
for enemies, Luke 22.50,51. & 23. 34. And
this leffon Stepben had learned, 4ds 7. 6o.
And to this we are exhorted by the Apoftle,
Rom, 12. 19, 20. and Gal. 6. 10. As much as
in us lieth to dg good to all, though efpecially to
the boufbold of Faith, T his is the command
of the Lord, and then we lsve Gsd when we

W keep bis Commandments, and bis Commandments
it are not (or fhould not be) grievous to us.

Quet, How thall I know that I love mine Quef,

il enemies ?

Anfw. 1. When you can pitty them in gafwy”
their mifery, {piritual or bodily, and pray .
for them, and truly defire their good'; PJ: -

35. 13, 14. But as for me, when they were fick ,
my cloathing was. fackcloarh 5 1 bumbled my [elf ‘
with Fafting, and my Prayer returned into mine

¥ own bofome : 1 bebaved my (elf as though be had

been my friend 5 I bowed dewn beavily, as one

that mourneth for bis Mother. - ‘This is a {ita-

ble frame of {pirit for Chriftians towards
epemies, Mat. 5. 44.

2. When you are as ready to do them

: X 4 goad,

i
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: good, (as to défire their good) when oc-
cafion and opportunity is offered ; Gal, 6,
YO. As you have'therefore opportunity, do goad o
‘allmeni t but oh the contrary, Nature with+
out Grice, wiitéth opportunity to revenge;
but Grace teacheth othérwife:: Grace bears
no hatred not malice, but gladly forgives,
{o far as God forgives : yea,it begs forgive-
nefs of God for theny, Luké 23,34, And is
ready to do any fervice'of love for foul or
body, as occalion, opportunity, and capa-
‘city afford.s.' _ ‘ 3
wfe L Of This Divine Virtue of Love being fo
Information Choice a Vertue, and fo'ufeful, I fhall for
inthree  further profit; éndeavor to make fome ap-
things. plication of this truth 5 and that, 1. 0f
Cinformation. ahd that in thrée things.
x.0fthe v L. To inform us in the truth of the ex-
Excellency celléncy of this Grace of Love to God, to
of Léve..  Man, to Saints, to Sinnerss it's an excel-
lent Virtue, and much to be prized and
preffed after by all Saints 1 it's the ¢hoiceft
Gift,. the choicelt Virtueé: its choicenefs
and excellency appears’; i
x. Ispre~ - 1. Tipthat Cas hath been beforé mention-
fer'd above ed ) it’s prefer’d in Scripture above all, and
all. before “all “other  Virtues, before Faith,
Tongues , Propbecy , Kmowledg, underﬁ,z,,d,',,g
all Mysieries, 1 Cor. 13,1, 2. & 8. 1,2/, In
all which its Divine Excellency is wender-
fully difcoveredsit’s that which puts worth
~and value in all other ‘Virtlies and Dugies ;
forall without it is nothing,

2udt’s

Of the Virtie and Grace of Love. Ch.yg,
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2. It that which doth :the greateft 2. 7 doth
work, and  beareth the greateft burthens ; rbegreateft
I Cor. 13 4, 5,6 It beareth all things, &c. It work:

fufferéth, endureth, beaveth, never faileth. Chri-
ftians have great work to do for God in
the World, in matter of fervice and fuffer-
ing, in doing good, and efchewing evil, in
mortifying fin, great burdens to bear for
thefake of Chrift :and it is only love flow-
ing from Faith, that will make all eafie, and
help us through every duty, and every dif-
ficulty ; for Faith worketh by love, Gal. 5. 6.
Faith getteth viciory over the Werld; but it is
by love ; for Faith can do nothing with-
out love, as it ought to be done, for it is
nothing ; but Faith and love working to-
gether, makes the foul bold and valiant for
God, and ftrong, able to do, fuffer, and
bear for Chrift, what-ever he calls us too:
It is the mever-failing Virtue, it will never
fail us hear, as it fhall not fail us here-
after : it’s the bond of perfedtion, or the per-
fe& bond, that ties us perfedtly to God in
all difficulties, and perfeétly one to ano-
ther in every duty s holinefs in life is the -
great concernment for every Chriftian to

be prefling after; to be holy in heart; and

holy in life, to be bolyin all manner of conver-

fation and godlinefs, 1 Pet. 1. 15. But this
we muft attain in the power of the loye af
God in the Gofpel, if ever we attain ir, Eph-

3. 75 18719.17b8f.3.]'2,13. { &

3. Love
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;.‘ Tristhe

3.. Love is the fulfilling:of’ the! Law,

wlfilling of yes. and of the Gofpel too, Mat. 22.:37,

the Law.

40, Thou fhalt leve the Lord thy God with
.3;13:;; heart, and thy neighbour as thy felf : on
thefe two Commandments hang. all the. Low and
the Prophets 5 it all hangs 'upon love : Reom.
13. 8. 9. He that laveth another; bath fulfilled
the Law : {o that Love to God, and love to
Man, is the fulfilling of the Law : not that
any fhould fuppofe that meerly love with-
out any thing elfe, is intended ; but that,

_where truth of love is to God, and to man

for God’s fake, it will carry on ' fuch fouls
chearfully to every duty, both to God ard
Man, that the Law requireth ; that is, the
Law of the new Covenant : for the Law,
as it is boly, just, and good, is ftill to be ob-

_ ferved, as adminiftred by Chrift in the new

4 Itis an

Covenant, and ‘is the -rule of the Believers
{anétification s “and he that loveth truly,
fulfilleth it rightly : and the true caufe
why Believers live o little to the Law of
Chrift, is becaufe they love {o little.

4. Where this Grace of Loveis in truth,

evidence of it’s anevidence that fuch fouls arve born of
being born God. and ina ftate of life; it’s an Heaven-

of God.

born Virtue , and they are Heaven-born
Chriftians in whom it is 3 and the contrary
difcovers a ftate of death, 1 Foh. 3. 145 15
And this of love, in this Scripture, i not
intended (as fome imagine) only a fign to
others, that fuch perfons are bor# o God,
but tothe perfons themfelves in whom It

15 3
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is ; {eever. 19. And bereby we know ‘that we
are of the truth, and fhall affuré our bearts before
bim. It’s an high evidence toa gracious
foul, that be is born of God, and is of the truth,
and that ke is paffed from death so life. And thus
much as to the excellency of this Virtue of
Love.

2. It may inform us of the great coming z, It in-
{hort, and wonderful failing of Chriftians formsof the
in this matter; every one may beft ﬁnd&'f“;’“;'r"“
out this in his own heart, as among all the s 1"
choice Virtues of the new Covenant, this
excelleth ; foitis to be feared, that among
all, Chriftians fail moft in this, of love to
God,to Man,to the Word, to the Precepts,
yea, to the promifes of the Gofpel ; the
Lord help fouls to lay it to heart in time;
for nothing demonftrates us (to our felves,
to others) to be Chriftians indeed, as this
of love doth.

3. It inform us of the true caufe of all3: Uf;”:
mifcarriages among Chriftians, to God, to ;}}{::,;‘
Man, both Saints and Sinners ; it is want ggeq
of love; love would make us willing to " "
every duty, it would fet the foul upon the
wheels, to run the way of Gods Commandments,
and to make them the joy and delight of our fouls.

We fhould then make God’s Statutes our
fongs in the boufe of our pilgrimage ; we fhould
then be free and univerfal in our obedi~
ence ; love would end very much, and ma-
ny of the differences among Chriftians,and
caufe them to bear with, and forbear one

' amo-




2. Ufe of
Exhorta-
tion.

. X.Dutyto
© Godcalls
for ir.

another. . Inaword, if everthere beare-
formation, of things amifsamong Chrifti-
ans, it muft begin here, i ;

2. Ufe of exhortation to this great dury
of Love, the Excellency, the Beauty, the
Glory thereof; fhould quicken the hearts of
Chriftians to a greater defire and endeavop
after o holy.fo lovely,and defirable a Vir-

oS tue: ifitbe fo excellent, let Us approve it
. Phil. 1. 9, 10. And. this I pray, that your loye

may abound. yet more and more, in all knowledg,

' and in all judgment,that you may approve things

that ave excellent, that ye may be finceres and
withaut offence, till the day of Chrift. Let us
approvcitin our hearts, in our lives; Let

s walk, in love, as Chrift alfo bath loved us, and

given bimfelf fur us. To provoke your
hearts to be more reaching after this Hea~
venly Virtue, coufider, not only what hath
been already faid , which is enough to
quicken any living, believing foul, with an
earneft defire of increafc herein ; but fur~
ther confider ;

- 1. That duty to God calls for it : fee the
many commands in Holy Scripture to this
great duty of love to God, to one ancther,
and to all men: Mat. 22.37. Zhou fhalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy beart, &c. Pf. 31,
23. 0 love the Lord ye bis Saints; and who-
ever fincerely performs this duty, is under
the Bleffing ot Grate 1n order to Glory s
Eph. 6. 24. Grase be with all that love the Lord
Fefus in' fincerity, Amem But on the contrary,

if

Of the Virtue and Grace of Love, Ch.19, =
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if any be without this Divine difpofitions

and {o perform not this duty; fee 1 Cor.16:

22. If any man love net the Lord  Fefus, let bim

be accurfed, Anathema Maranatha, accurfed

till the Lord come: and for the duty of ..
Saints love ene to another; fee Fobn 13.34: )
A mew Cemnmandmens give I unto you,that ye love -
one another, &c. 1 Joh. 4. 21. 1his Command-
avent we have ‘from him, that he who loveth God,
Should love his Brother alfo.

2. The Sainrs relation to' God, and one 2. Relation
to another, calls for it ; they are the chil~ calls for is-
dren of God, the Sons and Daughters of God
Almighty 5 this is their relation to God, and
their priviledg ; They ave allthe Children of
God by Faith:in Chrift- Fefus} they ave all the
children of one ' Father, efpoufed to one
Husband, members of one Body: I Con.

12.27. Te are the body of Chrift; and members., -

in particulay: and this calls aloud for'love ..

in the higheft.degree, both towards God, .

our Father,and towards our Lord Jefus

Chrift, and one towards another. :

. 3. Theblood of Chrift calls for it, it be- 3.7%e blood

Ing one {pecial end for which it was fhed, "ff”"ﬁ‘ 3

to'make up the bleffed relation of Peace, “ gl b

Unity, and Love,of Father,Son,and Saints -

Chrift had never died fucha curfed death,

had it notieen to reconcile us to God, to

make up the breach between God and us, to

bring us ihagainto God, that we might

love God, and live to him, and to recon-

cileus one to another, that we might love
’ one
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one another as brethren: fee both thefe
Epk.2. 13, to 16. Where our rcCOncxliné
to God, and one to another, is both by the
Crofs and fufferings of Chirift, :
atbepray- & The Prayer and Intercefiion of our
er of Chrift Lord Jefus, calls forits he hath fuffered
calls for it. for ir, and hath:prayed forit, Fobn 17, o
231 That they may all be one, . as thou O Fatbn"
artinme, and L in thee 5 that they alfo may. be
onte in us, &c. (e v g
. - Beloved friends;thall otir dear Lord com-
L0l phand it fweatsand fuffer for icand pray fop
it, and fhallwe fet light by.it,and be negli-
ent in {o weighty a matter asi this is, .that
{o much coricerns:the Name and.Glory of
Chirift in the World, that fo'much concerns
our duty; and our fpititual and eternal
welfare. D20 ’f“ Lo Dandleiil]
. Thefonls  5S: The f(?uls‘pf pogr. xnniglrs o~ -fom.t"
of finners the littlenefs ot loveito God appearing in
call for it. ¢hie muchnefsof’ felf-love, and love to the
World ; and littlene(s of love:to Saints apr
. pearing by the divifions’ amongft. them,
197 5 Fardens finner’s againft’ che truth, to their
O R deftrudtion :when they fee fuch divifions,
SRS G0d Breachesyahd (o little love, they fpeak
evil'of the way of truth;andare hardened
in the way of fin, to their deftru&ion.
Love among Chriftians, and a lovely carri-
age towards all, is the way to convince fin-
“ners, that God is with his people, and that
“they are in the truth, Fob.'17. 23. ‘Where
Chrift prayeth his Father that his people
: might

-
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might be sade perfect in ome, that the World
may believe that thou baft fent me. 'Love and
[Inity among the people of God, would
bea bleffed means to convince the World
of the truth of Chriftianity, and to make
thém'in love with Jefus Chrift,

6. Your 'own'fouls abundantly need it, 6. Zour own
and if fenfible thereof; 'would groan, and fouls call

‘cry ‘out in the fenfe of the want thereof,
and-bé endeavouring ‘an increafe therein;
without it you can havenofolid ground
of Peace in your 'own fouls :- 1 Fob. 4.18-
There is no fear inlove, but perfett love cafterh
out fear . baciufe dfm-b'a:b sorment 5 be that
feareth, is not made perfeit in dove ;- If ever
“you ‘Wwould be vightly rid of tormenting
fear; and have joy and peace in your fouls,
it'muft come in in this way of love, living
much in the love of God, inChrift Jefus,
will perfedt yourlove to him, and to his
holy‘ones for his fake 5 which will prove
fo high an evidence to your fouls, of the
truth of Grace, that it will caft out all
fears, and eftablith your hearts in believing
your intereft in, and relation to the Lord
Jefus: fo Faith working bylove, will be
to you found and folid peace: nor'won-
der, that perfons that have but lictle love,
have {o little peace in their fouls ; with-
out it you can have no true fellowfhip wich
God, nor one with another.

7. The prefent tine, and ftate of the’
Church, and difpenfations of Gods, calls
: far

fors.

7. The pre-
ent Hime

and flate
ealls for i,
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for his namean fake; which can never be

of tbe‘i"Virtue and Grace of Love, €h.19,°

forit; foritis a time and ftate of divifio

and breaches among' the people of God ig
general, one bendsone way, and another
bends another way, cafting. contempt and

-reproach upon each other, as if they were

enemies ; by realon of which, the way of
truth is evil {poken of; and poor finnersare

)\ hardened 5 and God and Chrift is difho-

noured, and many gracious {ouls, grieved
and difcouraged. O thatall who haye émj,z
bowels of love in, themat all, would lay
thefe things: to heare, and.-learn to love
‘more, then they would bear with, and for-
bear each-other inloves then they, would
be content .to Jet-each-other walk accord-
ing to what they have received, and not.be
offended at their diligent-and humble en-
quiring after further light, without bitter-
nefs, and wrath, andevil fpeakings. 1. .
O the general coldnefss and luke-warm-
nefs that hath befallen the Churchat this
day, and-allsfor want of- love; the earthly,
worldly mindednefs, and covetoufnefs; the
ftreight-hea tednefs, and ﬁrcight—.haudgd_
nefs, the love cof back and belly in pride
and voluptuoulh“{s, ansiother abominati-
ons, that do more than manifeltly declare
the preat coming fhorts in dove, -truth .of
love wotlld cureall s anghthe prefent, dif-
penfations of 1God,his frowns and. ¢orpe-
&ions by his rads and the things he feems
to be callifighis peopleto bear -and fuffer
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rightly born and fuffered, but in the (pirit
and power ot Evangelical love ; all which
calls aloud to al] gracious fouls, to learn to
love more. '

8. Confider the fweetnefs and lovelinefs 8. Irs 4
of the life of Love, 1. To God; ifyou liveﬁ”“l' ‘;f"f
up much with God in trath of love, it wil] feveh fife-
not only fweeten your fouls to God, and
he will delight in you, but your thoughts
will be precious of him, and his fervice will
be fiweet and precious to you ; His yoke will
be eafie, and bis burden will be Light.

Otherwife his fervice will be burden<
fome, and his work tirefome to the foul :
but truth of love to God, fets the hear at
liberty, and carrieth the foul through the
moft difficult fervices with delight: and
this is the foul that God will meet with. in
the,way, and manife® himfelf unto, Fobn
14, 2T, :

And, 2. This is the true. fweet , and
lovely life of Chriftiaus one with another ;

P|. 133. 1,2. Eebold, how good and boyp plea-
Jant it is, for Brethren to dwell together in Unitys
(L 18 next to the Divine anointings of our
Lord Jefus, and indeed an effe& thereot’s
165 like the precious oimment upon the head, that
run down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard,
that went down %0 the skivts of his garments.
Aavon was a type of Chrift, his anointings
of Chrift, the running down of the oint-
ment upon his beard, and the skires of his
gatmenc; the coming f}oWn of the [piri?

vfy T




322

of Chrift upon his members, which unites
chem to him in the fame {pivit and loye
and ote ro another by the fame fpyrit: e
that the unity of Saints is next to our uni-
ty with Chrift, fobn 14. 20.and 17, 23,
o It makes 9. It's that Vlr.t;;c. W_h*ih makes us moft
ws ojt like J1ke God and Chrift,it is the moft God-like
God. nd Chrift-like Virtuc: would you be more
Jike your Father, and more like your Head
and Lord? O then grow more in this Grace,
love God and Chrift more, ' love one ano-
rher mote, and love all men more 3 when
our Lord Chrift fets his Difciples in the
high-way ot Leing like their Father, it is
in this of love s Mat.5 . 44. and 1 Fob. 4.7.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God,
and cvery one that loveth, is born of God, and
kuoweth Go :
kioweth not God, for'God is lope., Loveis an
1. God-like Virtues and' the

heavenly and GO :
more you live In 18 the more are you like
God ; and the more perfons live withoue

love, the more do they live without God ;
and look how much they live in malice and
enmity, fo much are they like the De-
vil, ¢

10. And fimally , that your: fouls may.

10. And fi- (which will prove to

nally, live grow in this Grace,

much in the he the F,ZI‘O'IV(h in all Grace, and of every
:,’;“". of  Wirtue) live much in the r_nedltatlon of the
it precioufbefs of Tefus Chrift, of his Perfon,
of his Virtues, of his Love. and the defign

“of good to youUr fouls in all that he hath

; done

Of the ‘Virtue and Grace of Love. Ch.vg!: 4
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done and furtfered for you ; 1 Per. 2.7. Unto
Jou therefore which beleve, be is precious, his
Per{on, his Blood, his Virtues, his Love is
precious ; He is altogether lowely s 1 Fob. 4.
- 19+ We love him, becaufe be firft loved . The
~ thoughts of cthis firft and free love, this
great and ‘marvellous love s precious :
I Fob.3. 1. Bebold, what manner of love the
© Father batn bettowed upon s, that we outd be
callet the fons of God. I fay, 1f fouls did
live more in the confideration of this IRar-
vellous love, how would it transform them
into the likenes of Chrift 5 2 Cor. 3.8,
O therefore, if you wonld grow in this
Grace, dwell deep here, live miuch in the
meditation of the myftery of the love of
Chrift to your foulsin the new Covenant ;,
- Bph. 3. 17,48, 19, You,mut be rootes and

graunded in the love of Ckriff, and endeavor ¢
compreband more of this unfearchable m yfterysand
this is the way to be filled'with all the fulnefs
of God, the falnefs of usdertanding and ke -
ledg, Col. 2.2 - The filnefs of conformity
o him in Love, and in every Divine Vinrye, -

{

T o et e o b i T e . S I




1. 1tisa
Virtue of
ibe new

Covenant.

EHAP XX
Of the Gofpel-fear of God,

H E fear of Godis one (and not the
leaft} of the Divine and faving Viy-

rues of thenew Covenant, and planted m
every gracious hearts it is a part of the
new Covenant Law written in the heart,
.bfolutely neceffary to Salvation, as cther
new Covenant Virtues are, andis included
in that Faith to which the promife is made.
The fear of God 1s of that worth and
weight; that it is in_lpofﬁb!e fora truly gra-
cous foul to be without it 5 it is 2 fpecial
chara&erofa gracele(s perfon that is with-
outits Rom.3: 18. There is mo fear of God
befure their eyes. ID fpeaking to this, I fhall
A three things 3 1. That ic is a Virtle
of the new Covenant, and neceffary to be
i the bearts of all Believers. 2. What it is,
3. The ufefulnefs and plofltabl,cllcrs there-

o 1. That itisa Virtue of the new Cove-
and neceffary to be written in the
hearts of all true Believers. And this will
appear, it W€ confider ,

1. Thatitisa promife of the new Cove-

nant,

nant 3 fer.32. 39. And Iwill give them one
keart,

Of the Gofpel-fear of God. | \Ch.zo.. :
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‘Ch.z0. Of the Gofpel-fear of God.

kears, and one way, that they may fear me; vere
40. Lwill put my fear in their beorts, that they
frallnot depart fromme, Whichisa promife
of the new and everlafting Covenant, the
fame as is exprelt, Chap. 31.3 1, t0 34, And
1s applied to the Gofpel by the Apotltle,
Heb. 8. 8. Where God promifeth to write
bis Law in the beart, that is, to {cafon the
heart with a difpofition_to believe, love,
fear, and obey the Lord. ;
2. It is that Virtue with which Chrift our
Lord was eminently filled’, and therefore
certatnly it is necelfary for his members to

_ be feafoned therewith: Ia. 11 2. Audthe

fpivit of the Lord fall reft np.n bim, the [pirit
of Wijdum and Underfianding , the [piit of
Counfel and Might, the [pirit of Knowledg, and
the fear of the Lovd; which was exceeding
proper to the holy Son of God: and if
Chrift the Lord mutt have this {pirit of the
tear of God, then (urely it muft needs be
neceflary for all his to be partakers of the
fame Spirit and Virtue s for from bis fulnefs
we all receive. )

3. It is the praife-worthy Virtue of the
Saints, commended throughout all Gene-
rations: T Kings 18,3 It’s faid, that Oba-
diah feaved the Lord greatly : the effects there-
of” follows, ver. 4. Neb. 7. 2. It’s (aid, that
Hanani feared God above many 5 for which Ne~
hemiah gave bim the charge over Jerufulem,
gob is defcribed to have this Virtne, Fob. 1.
B, To be an npright man, and one that feared

s i God ;



Of the Gofpel-fear of God. Chizg-"
Gods and ver. Y. Oie that fearéd God. 4 '
efchewed evil. Mal. 2. 4, 5. fGod 'mad’e al:’li
Covenant with Levy, of Life and Peace 5 for
the fear wherewith be feared me, and be was u-
- fraid before my Name. It is the commenda-
tion of the Churches, in 4 timé of liberty
that they walked in the fear of the Lird ;, Adts
2T ‘
% 2 This is that the Tords people are
frequently exhorted to,both in the old and
new Teftament 5 by which it appears, that -
it is a duty as well asa Virtue'; Lev, 19.14.
But (halt fear t’.‘!y GO(!, Lam the Eovd 5 and st
17. But thou [Palt feas thy God, for 4 am the
Lerd thy God. Deut. 13. 4. Te fFall walk, af-
ter the Lord your God, and fear him. "Eccl. 12,
13. Fear God, and keep bis Commandments ; for
shis is the whole duty of man, Deut, 6. 13,
7 bou [balt fear the Lovd thy God, and [erve bigm,
and [wear by bis Name. Luke 12.4,5. And I
ay 1t you, my friend:, be not a vaid of themn

ihat kill the body, &c. “Fut Zw!ll forewarn yau

whian ye [ball fears fear bim, that after be bath
killed, bath power to caft into Hell's yea's 1 [y
unto you, fear bim, 2 Cor. 7. 1. The Apoftle
exhorteth the Sainits to, be petfecting bolinef
n the fearof God.” By all"which 1t abun-
dantly appears, that to t‘carG_od 18 the {pe-
¢ial duty of every crue Chu iftian; 1 Per,'s
CBTRS I{.{'U. 14:71 Il(’b- TR, ?:S;. Lt’t us bhave
Grace, that we ma) ferve God with Revevence and
‘Codly fear.

5. It's
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Ch,20. Of the Gofpel-fear of Godl.
8. It’s that Virtue which includes part,
yea, agreat part,of the Gofbels becaufe
where the fear of the Lord is,there 1s Faith,
Love, Humility, and Obedience ; even the
whole terms of Gofpel-interelt : Rev. 14,
6.7. When the Angel preached the ever-
lafting Gofpel to them that dwell on earth ; the
fibftance or great part thercof was, Fear
God, and give Glory so.bim, &¢. and Chap..15.
3, 4. This fhall be the fong of Sa1s, Who
.. Jhallnat fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy Name,
i for thow enly art holy. s
© 7 6.1t that Virtue unto which happinefs
and bleflednefs is promifed, and that muft
needs be a Virtue abfplately neceflary to .
Salvation, and is included in true Faith s
Prov, 28. Y4. Happy is theman that feareth al-
waies, This happy fear muft be alwaies,
‘never off the heart; Chap.23. 17, Be thou
it the fear of the Lord all the day, that is, ul-
waies, every day 3 let not the fear of God
_beout of thine heart atany timc; Pfxr2.1,
Bleffed is the man that feaveth the Lord,&c.and
128. 1,4. By all which it appears, that per-
fons who fear God in truth, are under the g
promifes of Bleffednefs; and therefore it
is a choice Virtue. _ ’ E
2. I fhall endeavour. to fthew  hat the 5, whar it
. feav of the Lord is, or what it is to fear itf fear.
God : Itis to have an holy, bonourable, God- )
and reverend efteem of God, to have the
-awe and dread of God upon our hearts, be-

caufle Holy and Reverend is bis Name; Pf. 338+
Y 4 Let




Oﬁ the Gofpel-fear of God.’

Let all the Earth fear the Lord, let all the Tuba-
bisants of the World Gand in awe of bim: Ifa.
8. 13. Sandifie the Lord of Hofts Himfelf, and
let Him be your fear, and let bim be your dread.
It becometh the people of thé Lord of
HOﬂ'S to have humblr:', hOI)"., revervend, -and
trembling thoughts of God alwaies’s Pf.
# 2.11. Serve the Lord with fear " and rejoyce
with trembling : ferve bhim with reverence and
godly fear, It is to be feared that Clirif¥ians
hive too low and common thoughts of
God,which exceedingly unbecometh them,
and is a grear difadvantage on the {piritual
account, as well as di‘honourable unto
God. This holy, reversnd fear, is a love=
like fear, nota flavith fear 5 a {poufe-like
fear, flowing from, or mixed with-love:
Lt the Wile fee that [le reverence her Husband,
(or fear her Husband : ) The Wives re-
verence of, or fear toward her Husband, is
not, or fhould not be {lavith, but in love,
and confcience of God’s Ordinayce: (o it
‘behoves every true Chriftian to rewverence,
honnur, and fear the Lord 5 and that W.‘d,]
& ‘this filial {ponfe-like fear, to love God,and
fear before him.
Meditati- - To bhelp on this work in the ‘.’C"‘U_ta [
ansto help {hall propound fome feriotis Meditatio s+
wsiofear of God, that' may tend to beget and jj-
God. " reafo this holy, reverend awe, and fear’ of
God inthe heart.

s. His '1. Live much inthe meditation of his
Greatnefs. ‘Grcatnefs. O, God s gr¢at God, and o great

King

Ch.2o.
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Ch.zc. ,
- King above all Gods, and above all men. Pfal.

Of the Gofpel-fear of God.

89.6,7. Forwho in the Heavens can be compa-
ved to the Lord? Who among the fons of the
Mighty can: be likened unto the Lord? Geod is
greatly to be feared in the affembly of the Saints,
and to be had in veverence of all that are vound
about bim. Note, that this great fear of God

in the Saints, does arife from' the confide-4#

ration of the Greatnefs of God 5 Who can
be compared to the Lord, who may be likened to
our God, in Heaven.or Earth ? Therefore-is
he greatly to be feared it the affembly of the
Saints, &c. P(. 147. 5. Great is om Livd, and
of great Puwer, his underfianding is mfinite;
and 95. 3. For the Lord is a great God, and «
great King above all Gods.. And, as an effeét
of this, ora refultancy drawn from this
meditation of his Greatnefs, above all; ve.
6. 0 come, let us wor(bip and buw down, let us
’{"f{l before the Lord our Maker + that is, feeing
he 'is fuch 2 great one above all, even our
Maker; let us'worfhiprand bow down, aid

“kneel betore him, i. e, Letus worfhip him

+ nall humility, and holy reverence ; Let its
" bave Grizce to ferve our God with veverence- and

329

gedly fear, Exod.) VS.Y1. Who is like umto

thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? ‘who is like unto
thee, glorions m holinefs, fearful in praifes, doing
wonders. . And this vefitlt the Prophet draws
from this meditation ; [Fer. 10, 6,7. Foraf-
miwch as theve is mone like unto'thee, O Lord , and

~“thy Name is great in might, who would not fear

thee, O King'of Nations's for to thee doth it ap=
LN pertait,



Of the Gofpel-fear of God.  Ch.20, '
pertain.  Thatis, to be greatabove all, and
to be fedred aboveall ¢ thisis the firft con-
fideration that will cetid to feafon our fouls
with this blefled Virtue; the greatnefs, the
glorioufhefs of: God to live upon our

hearts. dit ¥l { Al

: : 2. The holinefs and purity of God ; He

» 12,,,57';’,,::{;;‘ is Glorious 1t Holinefs, Holy anfl Reverend is bis

Purity.  Name. Scrious thotights of ' Gods Holinefs

will begetand increafe in us this holy, re-

verend fear 5 Pfal. 99. 9, Exalt the Lord our

God, and werhip at bis foot-fiol, fer twe Lovd

our God is holy.  The fight and apprebenfion

of the Holinefs of God will help us to

worfhip him reverendly, and awfully. This

was it made Ifuidk, Chap. 6. 3. 5. (When the

Seéraphims cried out, as overcome with the

holinefs of God, Hely, holy, holy, is the Lord

of Hofts; ) to cry, #0.is me, L am undone, I am

aman of pollited lips,&ec. Thus you (ee, (and

I hope all tiue Chiriftians can experience)

that ferious thoughts of the Holinefs of

- God will ill them'with humble, honoura-

. ble} and awful-thoughts of him.

2. Hie 3.2 The great 'Goodnefs apd Mercy of

Goodnefs. God, efpecially on the’ néw/Covenant ac-

count, will tend wonderfully to {éafon the

foul withithis'Virtiie ;3 and this mixed with

thereft,makes it to be Evangelical tear;thyr

fon-like, fpoufe-like fear, that {o much

¢oncerneth,and becometh the Saints : ¢his

" is the promife of ‘the Lord to his ]"‘OPIC,

“ Hof. 3.5,  Afterwards foall the childrin of Iiael

returen

I

»
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& Crr 20)  Of the Gofpel-fear of God.

return, and [eek the Lovd their God, " and Dflvid
their Iéing,' (that is Chrift ‘Jefus) and fball"fear
the Lord and his Coodnefs in the Latter duies. 1t’s
the latter day work (efpecially under the

Golpel) for Saints to fear the Lord and bis -

Gooduefs; P(.130. 4. With thee is forgivenefs,

that thou maift be feared : the Goodnefs, For- .

givene(s and Mercy thatis with God, will”
make his people to féar him, a‘nd fear to
fin againtt him, ‘fear to' difpleafe’ him : he
that will fin witheut fear, becaufe God is
good and gracious, may juftly fedr that he
is without all Grace: gracious fouls ‘fear
to fin againft (v gdod and graciousa God.
Shall all the Nations fear ahd tremble ap all the
greit goodnefs that God will do for ‘Cand fhew
unto) 'bis people, et 33: 9. "And fhall not
the Ereat goodnefs of God caufe the hearts
of tT\ofc incevefléd it ‘it, to féar and trem-
blebefore him. * 'Sirely ie's im poflible for
d gracious foul td' take aview of theGrade
nefs, the Glory), the Puriey, and 'the'good-
nefs and’ Mercy 'of’ God, and of his‘own
badnefs, bur ‘with aftonifhment, holy re-
verence and fear " and thus they fhaltl fear
the Lord and his Goodnefs, (the Lord for liis
Goodnefs) in the Latter daies.’ vt

4. Meditition 6n the Tuftice sntl Tudg- %
1A

ments of God dgainft fin "and finners, wi

331

His Tn-
ice againf®

tend to beget, ‘mameain, “and incréafe thiSﬁ”r‘"df
‘holy fear of God,; and fear to fin  againft
him: Pfal, 116130, My flép” trenibleth be-
‘?GZ(IL‘ of ihee, and T win afruid of tbj"}'udg}qmti.
A att.
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Objettion.

Anfwer.

Of the Gofpel-fear of God.
Matt. 10. 28. Fear not them which kil the body,
bus are wot  able to kil the }:ul; but rather fear.
Zmltb“ is able to dejivey both bedy and foul in

eld. £ :
Obj. Thisisa flavith ﬁ:'ar, and not the
{oul-like rear ot the Gofpel.

Anfw. 1. It is that whicn becometh, and
concerneth gracious fouls, to fear God in
all his Names, his Juftice as well as his
Mercy ; and it is 2 token of a gracelefs
heart, that hath not the awe ot God in his
Juftice, that being one great part of his
Name, of his Glory, wherein he hath, and
will make himfelf famous. God to il-
luftrate this part of his' Name and Glory,
unites Juitice and Mercy.in the proclaim-
ing of his Name, to the end thac his peo-

yle may love him, and’ fear before him,
Exod. 34..5. 6,7 Thereyeu have the name
of the Lord proclimed 1n thefe two At-
cributes; of Mercy and Juftice : And who-
{o thinks thislquderﬂxl, gracious,and ter-
rible Name of the Lord (to fear and trem-
ble at_his Goodnefs, and his Juftice, his
Righteous and Territle Name) to be be-
neath his new Covenant calling lives great-
ly below the calling ot a Chriftian.

2. Chriftians are flefh as well as {pirit,

" and liable to ‘temptation and mifcarriage,

woful expericnce teacheth us this; and
God, as a Father, does not, only keep his

children inawe,with the knowledg of their

relation,that fo love may prevail; but like-
2 wife

(_:h.zo; \
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Ch.20.  Of the Gofpel-fear of God.
with the rod, and threats, and danger tco,
of difpoffeffing of the inheritance and pro-
vifion on that account ; and counts it well,
if all tend to etfe® the work : thus dealeth
the Lord with his people, elfe what mean-
eth thofe various fayingsin his Word ? Pf.
89.30, 31, 32. If bis ch Liven jorfake my Law,
and walk nos in my ‘Fudgments 5 if sbey break my
Siatutes, ‘and keep not my Commandments.,. thess
will 1 vifit their tranfgreffion wab the rod, and
their iniquity witk (ivipes, &c. See Feb. 12.7,
to 11. And thofe Judgments executed for-
merly on the people ot God for fin, left on
Record for our learning, to the end we
might fear to fin againft him, left we meet
with like Judgments: 1 Cor. 10.1. to 17.
and Chap. T1. 30. For this caufe many are weak
and [fick among you, and many fleep, &c. All
which clearly proveth that God dothaffli&
his people tor fin ; and he hath recorded e,
that his people might fear to fin againft
him. Yea, and furcher, he keeps his chil-
dren in awe with threats of difpoffeffin
them of the inheritance, Heb, 6..4.5, 6. an
4. L.T5.and 3. 12. 14. 2Tit. 2. 12, 13, 14.
Rev- 2 and 3 Chapters 3 all which confirms
this truth, that God threatens for fin, and
executes for fin; and warns to watchful-
- nefs, that the Crown be not loft, Rev.3.11.

Though it’s true, that fear flowing from

love, is the moft Evangelical and (on-like

fear : yetamixture, a fear of God in his

-whole Name,his Grcamcfs,HolincIé,Goog‘

; =
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Of the Gofpel-fear of God.

nefs’, Juftice, Righteoufefs, &c. is the
moft folid, fafe, preferving fear ; the foul
being ballanced with all the means and me-
ditations ot God prefcribed to carry on
this blefled Pivine Virtue, is {utable and
ufeful for the accomplithment thereof. Do
not Parents account it well; if all lawful
means effect the end 5= that s, to keep their
children’ i awe and fubje@tion; threats
and ftripes as well as love ' And doth not
God deal 'with his childven’ accordingly?
And doth not Chriftians that will net ftand
in awe of his Judgments, wonderfully dif=
honour him, that will fear him but’ inone
partof his Name 2. A dangerous tempta-
tion, to'be fhamed, and avoided of all who
defire to tear God, Mal. 2. 5. and 4. 2.

5. Meditation on the Word of God will
rend to feafonfouls with thiis holy fear, for
that will'help us in the four former parci-
cilars. Thetruth of God in all his Names,

nd faithfulnefs inall his Word, in his Pre-

cepts and Promifes, and threats againft fm
anclfinners; will tend to workand increafe

this Grace ; “7fa. 66. 2. Buit to this manwill

look, even to bim that is poor, and of a contrile
{pirit, and trembleth at myWord. In the Word
of God, is declared the whale trembling

'Nameé of God inall the parts thereof; i

the meditation rhcreoh_,wi“ caufe gracioue
fouls' to fear before' him. = Pfal, 1?9. 161,
My beart ftandeth in awe ?f'b) Word. ' The
thoughs of the Authority; Purity; Divi-
; nicy,

Cil.zo, -
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‘G200 Of the Gofpel-fear oF Gad:
nity, and truth of the Word, will beget and

increafe awfil and reverend thoughts of
God.

3. Of theufefulne(s and profitablenefs 3. IreUfe-

of this Virtue: We may fay of this Virtue faef

as the Apoftle (peaking of Godlinefs, that
it's profitable to all things : it’s the {umm of
Godlinefs,and is ufetul %o ballance the foul
acall times, and inall places and compa-
nies ; and to have its exercife and ufein all
Virtues : it’s the {oul-feafloning, and foul-
ballancing Grace ; it’s the beginning, mid~
dle, and end of Wifdom. « Bat to fpeak
more particularly and diftin&ly of chis
Divine Virtue, in the ufe thereof;

1. It’s a fin-deftroying Virtue ; where
the fear of God is, there fin muft oug:* it
is is impofiible for the fear of God, and
the love of fin, to dwell together in the
foul: Pfal. 4. 4. Stand in awe, and fin not 3
where the awe of God is. there will be a
fear to finagainft him* Gen. 39.9. Fofeph
{aick, How then fball14o'this' greas’ wickedneft,
and fin aguint God. Fear of God oceafions
fear of finning againft him; this was it
kept Nebsmialy from oppeefiing the’ people
like the former Governors, Nebh. 5. 15. But
Jo did not I, becaufe of the fear of God, Pf. 19.
9. The fear of the Lord isclear, ére. itsa
purging, cleanfing Virtue ; it cleanfeth the
foul'from the love, power, and pratife of
fin; Prov. 16. 6. By the fear of the Lord men
depars fromi evil s and 8,13, The fear vf;f‘;

' : or.




Laord is 1o bate evil, pride and arrogancy, and the
cvilway, &c. Pf.34.11, 12,13, Where the
love and fear of ‘God is, there the love of
fin can have no place 3 and the true caufe
of reigning abominations in any is, be-
caufe the tear of God is wanting there :
Pf.36. 1. The tranfgreffion of the wicked [aith
within my beart, thatthere ismo_fear of God be~
fore bis eyes. O therefore confider this, you
that can fin without fear; it argues you to
tye without the fear ot God, and to be
gracelefs perfons s Rom.3. 18. ‘Ihere isno
fear of God before their eyes. And this I fear
to be the cale of many, not only of the
World, but of thofe who pretend and pro-
fefs to be called out of the World : Fob
cared God, and efchewed evil, Chap. 1. 1. Fear
God and fin1f you dare.

2. The fear of God, as it is a fin-de-

firoying Virtue, {o it is a God-obeying

Victue: wheve thefear of God is in truth,
there is confcience and care to. obey the
Lovd, to keep his Commandments : Eccl.
12, 13. Fear God, and keep bis Commandiments 5
that is,-keep his Commandments as your
duty : and wheve this fear of God is, you
will keep-his Commandments a5 your dif-
- _pofition, the fear of God, and obedience
to him, alwaies dwells together: Pfis. 7.
- As for me, I will come into thine boufe in the mul-
titude of  thy Mercies, and in thy fear will I wor-
fhip toward thine Holy T emvle.  Where fenfe
~of Mercy, and power of Love, and the fear

of

OF the Gofpel-fear of God.  Ch.zo. "
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% Ch.zo.  Of the Gofpel-fasr of God.

' of God meet together in one foul, there

‘will be fincere obedience, and worfhipping

i of God ; there will be Jerving God with re-

L verence, and godly fear: Pf. 2. 11. Serve the
Lerd with fear, rejoyce with trembling. You
‘that have no care nor confcience of obey-
‘ing the Lord, of ferving and worfhipping
the Lord according to his appointments,
and living to him according to his will,
' have juft grounds to fufpect that you are
without the love and fear of God.
.3+ The fear of God 1sa foul-fan&ifying
Virtue; where the love and fear of God is,
the defire of thatfoul is to be more like
* God, and like Chrift 5 it doth not only out
with fin, but it increafeth Virtue: it ’is as
_truly defirous of increafe in Virtue,of con-
| formity to Chrift, as it is to be rid of fip:
‘outing of fin is one part of Holinefs, and
[inning of Virtue isthe other ; and it’s ac-
‘complifhed by the fear of God : Pf34.11,
112, Y3, Come ye children, bearken to me, and I
1'01711 reach you the fear of the Lerd ; and con-
cludes allin this,Depart from evi Land do good,
|’I“’< peace, and purfue jt, ‘This is the way to
 Perfed Holinefs, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Let us cleanfe
cour felves from all filthine[s of flefo and [pirit,
perfeliing Holinefs in the fear of God. The
‘fear of God is a foul-fand&ifying Virtye :
would you grow in Holinefs and confor-
mity to Jefus Chrift (which I dare fay is
the defire of all gracious fouls) both in the
Inward and outward man, then fee that you
| STow In this Virtue. 7 4.The

{
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4- The fear of God is a foul-confolating
Vireues it affords very much ground of
confolation to the foul where itis; for
where this is in truth, there are all the Di-
vine Virtues of the Gofpel to which the
promifes are n_‘mdc, as Faith, Love, Humi-
lity, Meeknefs, Patience, Self-denial, &c.
The Divine faving Virtues of the new Co-
venant goes not alone, they are much be-
fides the truth of the Gofpel , that tell
{ouls, that one Grace or Virtue of Chrift
in them, is enough to demonftrate them to
be ina faved condition ; whereas the Go(=
pel-faving Graces or Virtues to which Sal-
vation is promifed, goes not alone: ‘he
that {fuppofeth he hath one alone,muft fup-
pofe impofiibilities 5 either he hath more,
or noné at all 5 For from his fulnefs we all re-
ceive, and Grace for Grace ; that is, of every
Divine Virtue of Chrift, the Believer hath
fomething thereof within him'; and where
thie fear of the Lord is, there is the truth
.of all Divine Grace ; it’s laid at bottom of
all, as that from whence 1t flows : Acis 1o.
34435, Inevery Nation, be that feareth God,
cand worketh Righteoufnefs , fball be accepted.
Fear God,and the work will be done, mat-
ter of comfort to fouls poflefled with this
Virtue: Prov. 14. 26, 27. The fear of the
Lord is firong confidence, &c. That is, it is a

around of confidence, of intereft in God, .

which affords firong confolation 5 Prov.19.
23 The fear of the Lord tendeth 1o life, and be
: that
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€200 Ofthe Gofpel-fear of God,
that bath it, fball abide [atisfied, be fhall not be
vifited with evil. It’s {uch a Virtue, {fo much
| tending to life, that affords fatisfaction to
| the foul that hath it, that he isin the way
of life. Hence the Lord faith , (fpeaking
| of fuch a perfon;) Ifa. 33 6. 1he fear of the
Huml‘ Lovd is bis treafure ; a-treafure of’ Grace is in
"8 ithere, and a treafure of Glory thall attend
el it hereafter > thus fhall the man be bleffed
V‘;b" that feareth the Lord.

D

{2 (d = The fear of ' God is a foul-preferving s. fr is
ﬁ;‘%ﬂ Grace;a foul-feafoning and preferving Vir-foulprefer

: ‘MB tue; it tends to preferve thofe in whom it Vi Grace,

& is, to the Kingdom of Glory promifed : it
J I!H not only preferves and keeps the foul from
l‘ghff, fin, and keeps it clofe to duty ;5 butit pre-
ﬂ"on"{uy ferves the foul from defilements in evil
o‘woﬁ times, and daies of temptation Mal. 3.15,
uﬂ"w«ﬁw 16. When they called the proud, happy > and
M‘ﬁ ,”1 they that tempred God were delivered 5 and they
41;{07 mﬂ that wriught wickednefs fum'e fes up: then they
gl that feared God, fpake often one to another, and
%}ﬂ {bc Lord bearkened, arid beanﬁ1 it,h&c. That s,
e 10 he approved it, and owned them, and re-
fba"%;(’ membred them in mercy in the day of
' need. The fear of the Lord will preferve
ff‘mb!}"J fpuls pure to God in profane.and finning
5l times., and in perfecuting times, and in
daﬂ‘[,thl" times of temptation: in a word, it will
) preferve thofe in whom ic is, through all

Wl

4y | difficulties and temptations 5 it will pre-
;}’;c | forve from the finful fear of man : Prov,29.
B0 25. The fear of man bringetb a [nare 5 Tfa. ST-
!ﬁ yrﬂw ‘ 7 e ;

o 18
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7,12,13. But the fear of God delivereth
from this {nare, it keepeth from a wicked
deperting frm God 5 fer. 32. 40, I will put:
my fear in their bearss, that they [hall wot depars
fromme. O therefore all ye that fear God,
{eek, that ye may increafe therein more and
more ; it will tend to the increafe of every
Virtue, and decreafe of fin; and prefer-
ving you in Faith, Love and Holinefs unto
the day of Redemption. 1 conclude this with,
Pfal. 34,9. O fear the Lord ye bis Saints, for

there is 1o want 1o them that fear bim.

CHAP.
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