J Ch.z1. Of the Law of God.

M CHAP. XXL

ol
Mv ”: Of the Law of God , and what we are to
1@’ ﬂ)‘ 4 wnderfiand thereby.

eyl
,’ffwgf .,J' COnccrning the Law of God, which
W i:,,l s hath been, and is, the rule both of
g°y" Faith and Pra&ice throughout all Ages,
| . according to the manner of the miniftra-
- tion thereof, of which it’s neceffary for
~ Chriftians to be inftru&ed in. In fpeaking
thereof, I fhall endeavour, 1. To thew what
' itis, 2. How it hath beenin feveral times
and manners given and adminiftred fince
* the beginning. 3. The neceflarinefs of be-
' lieving and obeying thereof, according to
the time and manner of the adminiftring
' thereof. 4. What Law it was that Chrift
. fulfilled in his a&ive and pafiive obediences
~and for what fins it was that he fuffered.
1.What the Law of Grod is; 1. Sometimes, x. Whar the
by Law, weare to underftand the whole Law of God
i Word and Will of God revealed, relating™: . _, /.
ﬂ)\ both to Faith and obedience, things to bc{,'r,,d and
G believed and pra&ifed throughout all A-gwill of
B ges; the Precepts and Promifes comes un- God.
- der this Law : and henceit is, that not on-
ly the Law given by Mofes, is called the
Law, that was the Law of Commands ; but
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Of ‘the Law of God. Ch5y'
¢he Pfalns is called the Law ; Fobn 10. 34.
Which relates to pfal. 82. 6.and Pfal. 78. 1.
Give ear O people £0 M) Law, &c. And the
1".‘0}"'\16155 are callcd the Law 5 1 Gor, T4, 2T,
1 the Law it’s priten, &c.  Which relates to
If“‘ 28,11, All the proml(cs of ' God in His)
WOl"d may come UIldCF this Of Law s 1..As
it concernethus to believe them: this is
the Law of Faith,and jt’s our duty to be-
” his \vVOl‘d.' 2. As it con-
cerneth God, becaufe he harh tied Wwmfelf
fo us therein.; chat as his’ Precepts tieth
us to obedience to him, in matgers of Faith
and. Praétices {o his promifes is the Law
by which he walks towards his‘people; and
tie would have his people to know, thatas
he hath brought them under the Law of
the new Covenant to him; and they ought
to be obedient to him i1 all chings , Atis 3.
52.:So he hath obliged himfelfto his peo-
sl=inthe Law ofthe new Covenant to him,
and they ought to be obedient to him inall
- things, 4853 22. 3o he hath obliged him-=

yithe Taw of the ‘new
Covenint, to perform atl the good things
_promifed therein to hiis people, that keep
~aith to him in ghat Covenant : and that if
we fail not in our duty, he will not, can-
got fail inhis Word, having bound himfelf
by his own Law, and Covenant of Promife
in this matters and he cannot lie, he cannot

break his own Law Covenant, Rom. 3 35 4+
i by s e I,xz,xg.‘.lir. 1.2, Heb. 6. 17, 18.
And
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. Chant Of the Law of Godv 343
And not only fo, but he hath bound him- - -
felf by promife, to {upply the hearts of

his people with Grace, till they come to
Glory, Jer. 32. 40. 2 Thef.3.3. 1 Pet. 1.5

Fob. 10, 28,29.

2. Sometimes (and nioft frequently 1in 2.7he Zaw
Scripture ) by Law is intended the ten Pre-givendy
cepts given by ‘Mofes in tables of Stone, Mofes:
from Mount Sinai, Rom. 7.7, & and 13.

8,9. Gal.3. 17, to 22. Sometimes it ih-

tends the whole Law, Moral, Ceremonial,

and Judicial, Epb. 2. 14, 45. Gal'5.2,3, 4.

And the Prophet, Pf. 119: 50 frequently
{peaking of Law Statutes and Judgments,

éve. Intends thereby the whole cf “the
“Law. ‘ o
Faidhe aiaking known of the Will of3:Zhe will
God before this Law was given from?$ God be<
Mount Sinai; (and in fome fenfe without it) z;;f‘hc

is impliedly called the Law ;- Rom. 5.13. ;

For untill the Law (i was in the World, but fin

is mot imputed when there is 1o Law:: and 4. 15.

Where no Law is,there is no tranfgreffion. There-

by clearly implying,that there was no time

from the Creation, in which man was left

without Law, though God have had his
differing waies of bringing it forth. A

4. The Will of God made known 1n the 4, 7be wilk =
Gofpel by Jefus Chrift, is called Law 5 and of Godiin
»19 (lindeed) the only Law Covenant on re- the Gofpel.
«cord for Believers, called The Law of Faith 5
: Rom. 3. 277, The Law of Liberty 5 Fam. ¥ .25,

The Royal Cor Kingly) Ldﬁ}p; Fam.2.8. Given
Lk to
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* tous by the Lord Jefus , Heb. 1.1, 2, Fob.
¥2.49,50. Unto whom we ought to {ub-
mit in every things Ads3.22,23, The
Doétrine of the Gofpel relating to Faith
and Obedience, is the Law of Chrift; His
Royal Law to Believers.

¢.7heLaw 5. The new Covenant promifed , and
writtenin wristen in the heare, (thatis, an holy dif-
the beart. pofition and power of Gruce to do what
God in his Law-Doé&rine of the Gofpel re-
quireth) is called the Law; Heb 8. 1o.
Rom. 2. 14, 15. This is the Law of God in the
beart; PL.37.31. The Law of God is in his
beart, bis fteps flall not flide.
a How it 2. How the Law of Gad hath been at
bath been  feveral times, and in feveral waies and me-
delivereds thods delivered 5 Heb. 1. 1. The firft was
x.70 Adam given to Adam in his ftate of Innocency ;
Cen. 2. 17. Who by nature was the origi-
pal (orroot) of all mankind 3 though it
be not in them called Law,yet it was a Law
covenant of Command, with the penalty
on the breach thercof. Of the tree of the
Kuowledg of good and evil thou fhalt not cat;
for in the day thou cateff thereof, thow fbalt furel
die 5 or,indying, thou fhalt die.. Whic
Law he tranfgreffed, and brought in death
on himfelf, and all mankind.

2. After this fall of man, God had his
Law in the World condemning fin, tili the
Law was given by Mofes, (though not fo
ciear and plain) elfe there had been no fin ;
for Where no Law.is, there is no tranfgreffion :

and

t
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Of the fear of God.
and yet before the Law,or untilbshe Law (given
b{ Mofes) fin was in the World : yet not {o
cleara Law ; For the Law was added becaufe
of tranfgreffien, that fin might appear to be ous of
meafure fnful. It was finful before, but is
did not appear to be fo finful before, as it
did after By the Law : they that finned be-
fore the Law, did not fin after the fimilirude
of Adam’s tranfgreffion, Rom. 5. 14. That is
againft a plin Precept with a threar, as
thofe fince the Law, who received it, and
lived under it as their Law Covenant, and
voluntarily brake it, and in that refpeét did
fin after the fimilitude of Adem’s tran{gref-
fion ; though it’s true, in {ome refpedts
none can finafter the fimilitude ofhis tranf~
greflion. And that firft, as he, ina ftate of
innocency, and yet finned. 2. As a publick
perfon, and {o let in finand death uponall;;
{fo none but himfelf perfonally could fin;
yet fin was in the World till the Law,which
argueth that there muft be fome Law.

So then the queftion is, what that Law

was ? and how it was given and admini-
fired ? !

Anfw. It is the opinion of fome, that it gufw.

was the Law of Nature written in the
hearts of all men, which is the Moral Law, .
or fubftance of the Law given by Mofes.
Now, though I fhall notaltogether de-
-y this pofition, yet I think it hath need to
be inquired into, and to be confidered
with other concurring c,ircumﬂanccls P
with=

Queft.



Of the Law of God. Ch.2x; -
wighout which'it willnot hold true;. for,

1. There isno fuch thing asa Law writ-
ten in the hearts of men by nature, to teach
them that God is, and is to be worfhipped,
1nd to convince of fin againft him, diftin&
from all means without him! And this will
appear, if we COIlﬁder ) :

t. That all Nations in the World know,
and worfhip according to'the traditions
and cuftoms received, and judg that to be
fin, which by cuftom and-account is {o ta-
Xen to be : and hence it is, that the World
generally, inmany things, call good evil,
Znd evil good; and “make confcience ‘of fo
‘doing » having no Law written’ in ‘their
‘hearts, that convinces them thereof.

2. Thisappears from the Word of Truth;,
‘Rom. 1. 20:For the invifible things of him. from
the Creation of the Waorld gre slearly féen, being
anderftood by 1he things that are made, even bis
Frernal Power and Godbeéad. Where the Apo-
{tle ftates the'way and’means of knowing

&, “God; ‘whére “heither Law’ hor Gofpel is,
- thife'is; not:fingly by any Lawin the heart,
but by the Works and Law of Creation ,
o.” that préacheth” forth God o all Natjens,
PI1Q. RN - SRR
Objection. Obj. The Apoftle, Rem. 2. 14,15. S["?&k‘
ing of the Gentiles, in plain’ cerms faith';
That they 4o by nature tbf’ things contained in
the Law, which fheeth- e work, of ‘the Law,~
“prittenintheir bearts; XC: 3
Anfwer. < Anfw. 105 true 5 but RIS Scripture’is ve-
l’y
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ry much mif-underftood ; for it"s evident
the Apoftle intends not the common and
unbelieving Gentiles, of them he had {po-
ken in the Arft Chapter s but here hei{peaks
of believing Gentiles, theréby to' reprove
the Jews, who boafted of the Law. and
thence oppofed the Gofpel, and the ‘be-
Tieving Gentiles' that obeyed the Gofpel 5
(and is the fame in fubftance as that, Rom.
9! 30,31, 32.) and did not walk under the
{.aw a5 2 miniitration; as the Jews did ; and
the Apoftle to ftop the Jews oppolite
boafting, endedvors to convince them, that
the Gentiles who believed,though they had
not the Law, neither were circumcifed, yet
being circumcifed in their hearts to God,
they were fafe, and fhould judg them that
boited fo much of the Law.That this is the
true fenfe ‘and meaning' of that Seripture,
is evident; I. From the occafion of the
words 3 It’s fich a doing of; ‘or living to
the Law, ‘as is attended with' Glory, Honour,
Immortality, &c. Honour 5 Glory, and Peace,
ver,7.10. And it’s the fame doing intended
throughout the Difcourfe. 2. 1t’s fucha
doing of the ‘Law us will juftifie before
God, ver. v3. 7 3. It’s fucha daing of the
Law as may ftand with a good confcience
in the day of néed; that is, in the day of
Judgment, ver. 15, 16.° 4. Tt is fuch a do-
ing as flows from an heart {piricually cir-
cumcifed to God, and fhall have ; sifeof
bim, ver. 28,29, Tt’s the famé Goutiles he

was




was fpeaking of before,and is the refult
drawn up from the former promifes; o
that by the Law writtenin the heart, we
muft underftand the Law of the new Co-
venant, inclining to believe and obey the
Gofpel; or that the Apoftle held forth
another way of Salvation than by Jefus
Chrift, and the new Covenant, which we
may in no cafe imagine.

1 fhall return to fhew the waies of God in
making known himfelf to men fince the
fall. And, 1.Igrant chac there is a capacity
left in man by nature, in the ufe of means,
in fome meafure to know God, and to
know many things to be finful, but not
without the concurrency of the ufe of
means. 1deny not what God might work
miraculoufly, he cauld make the Affe to
{peak, t0 convince the madnefs of Balaam,
but his ordinary way hath been in the ufe
of means. IU1S with the foul of man, as
iv is with the body ; the eye is called the
light of the body, not that there is any
light in the eye more than in any other
part of the body, buta capacity of {eeing,
tr a feeing faculty; when the light fhineth,
the eye feeth no more than the hand, if
there be no light wirhout : So it is in the
fouls of men, there is theeyes of the un-
derfranding, but 1t _muﬁ have fomething
propounded from without, before it un-
derftands, or apprehends : if it were pof-
fible to keep men from all means of light,

; cither
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“Chizt.  Of the Lew of God.”
either by feeing or hearing,the underftand-

ing (which is the eye of the foul) would
remain dark, as the eye of the body with-
out light, :

Now the Law or Will of God might .
very probably, 1. Defcend fomething by
tradition from Adam, who had converfe
with God, not only before, but after the
fall ; and could not but retain much of the
knowledg of God, and fo commend it to
Pofterity.

2. The difcoveries of the Will of God
in the matters of Worfhip, and the manner
thereof in offering of facrifices, which
could not (ordinarily) come by nature,
but by fome way of inftitution. Some dif-
coveries of his Will by Divine Infpiration,
in way of Prophecy, as is plain; Fudever.
x4, Enoch the feventh from Adam prophecied,
&c. And God fpake fometimes immedi-
ately to the Fathers, and thofe difcoveries
of God were propagated to Pofterity,
though much corrupted: and doubtlefs
there is at this day much of tradition a-
mong fome of the Heathens about circum-
ftances and ceremonies corruptly praétifed
by tradition, as offering facrifice, circum-
cifion, offering their firft-born to God,
and owning only one God,their Priefts and
Prayers, &v.

The fourth and moft common way of

. God’s teaching mankind throughout all
Ages, Ccfpcciaﬁ e

y where other means hath
failed)



f;iiled) hath been by his works of Creation,
and Prefervation, in which was.and is; a
fufficiency to teach the knowledg of God,

as to his being ; and from hence that capas:

city left in man, might learn the {ubftance

of the Moral Law, but not without this'

means ; that the Creation was a fuifficient
nieans to teach the knowledg of God :
ie. That there wasa God infinite in ‘his
leing, and glorious , - the former of all
things ; and that this was God’s way of
teaching, the Apoftle plainly afferts, Rom.
1. 19, 20. And the Prophet, Pfal, 19.°1,
2;3- o , i3]
“There was, and is a capacity in man,
(by this means and helps) 1. To conclude
¢hiat there is a God, the Creator and: Pre~
ferver of all’; that he muft be ‘infinite in

Power , Wifdom ," and Goodnefs. “And',

2. From reafon conclude, that there is but

one God, nota plurality:in Effence, Will,:

aiid Work 3 ‘but'that there muft be unity
in'fo great and glorious a Work. And then,
35 That it’s a duty to be f{ubje&t o “this
Creitor, and that he muft-be honoursd and
worfhipped according to his own will, as
far ‘45’ underftood:  thac this Invifible,
Powerfal, Wife God, that made all things,
muft needs be Holy, as: Great, and Wife;
and his Will muft be the Law to the Crea-
ture, and that the tranfgreffion thereof
muft needs be finful : -and from hence muft
neceffarily underftand what was for com-

; mon
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A Of the Law of God.’
-mon good and fociety of mankind, being
capacitated with reafon, exercifed thus in
in the ufe of means, might and did attain
mucls ; and I dare not butto think, thac
in this means God hath from the beginning
" wroughe ‘many | fouls “favingly to him-
{elf. ‘
c:lAnd thus it appears that there was a
Law,i. ¢. a means to know God, (and in
{ome meafure to know duty, and to know
fin) beforethe Law was given; and the
fame means do the World yet injoy, where
the Gofpel is not preached: . .

2. God mide known. himfelf; and Will,
to his Servanuts, both before and after the
Flood, to Neah, and efpecially to Abrabam.,
whom he called out from the reft of the
World, to whom he gave great and preci-
ous promifes, with. whom he made the Co-
venants , ‘and gave him circumcifion, in
which was included the whole Law, Gal.
5.-3. Andafter he appeared ‘to Ifzec and
Jacoband moft of all to Mofes, to and by
whom he gave the Law and old Covenant
to his people; in which was the Covenant
of Life and Peice darkly held forth, 2 Cor.
3.13. And in which ‘was contained the
duties of his people, till the anointed one
promifed was comes; the great Lord and
Law-giver of this new Covenant of Life,
unto whom we are'to fubmit our felyves in
all things.

3+ That it was, and is neceffary for men

: to




Sueft.

to beliveand obey God according to the
means and miniftration throughout all Ge-
nerations ; and the fin of thofe who lived
not up to the means and light of the time
and miniftration:

1. As given before the Law, and where
Law nor Gofpel never came; “if there be
any place or peoplein the World where its
{ound hath not been heard, their duty was,

and is, to know, believe, and ferve God, ac=

cording to the means afforded, and they

{hall be thereby accordingly judged, Rom.”

2.12,16. Ads 17.31.

2. Asmade known in and by the Law ;
their duty was to believe and obey God
according o his Will made known' in the
Law; and hath been, and fhall be judged
for their difobedience and fin againft the
Law, Rom. 2. 12, 17,10 24. :

3. Thofe that live under the Gofpel, it’s
their duty to believe and obey God accor-
ding to the Law of the Gofpel, and new
Covenant, as it’s adminiftred and given
forth by Jefus Chrift the Son, Heb. 1.7, 2.
And fuch muft be judged according to the
Gofpel ; :and receive approbation, or con=
demnation, according to their beli¢ving
and obeying, or not believing and obeying
of Jefus Chrift in the Gofpel, 2 Thef. 1.7,
to 10, Heb. 2.2, 3. &

Queft. Have we not that which is called
the Maoral Law,admintftred to us by Chrift
in the Gofpel,as a rule of Life to Believers ?
: : © 0 Amd

" Of the Low of God. vCh.zi';' 5
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And if {0, in what manner are we then to
receive it ?

Anfw. 1. That we have the truth and {ub- gafip,
ftance of the Law adminiftred in the Gof 1. That we
pel, is without all ground or reafon of b"‘:z‘fn‘d
queftion or doubt, becaufe that Law was, }:gﬁante of
and is Spiritual, Holy, Juft, and Good ;45 7 .
and there can be no better Law than that ;
as a rule of holinefs to the Saints; bur in
{peaking to it, and opening thereof, I fhall
offer ro confideration thefe four following
things.

1. That the Law, as a miniftration in Yet, 1. 4s
the hand of, or as given by Mofes from given by
Mount Sinai, is done away and abolithed, Mofes, it
as it required righteoufnefs unto Juftifi- "ﬂd"”" v
cation, Rem. 10. 4, 5. Though of itfelf it " 2
never juftified any, but was indeed the mi-
niftration of condemnation : for had it not re-
quired a righteoufnefs to Juftification, it
could not have been the miniftration of
condemnation ; and on both thefe accounts
it’s done away to Believers, and abelifhed,

2 Cer.3.7,t0 11. And on this account (as
adminiftred from Mount Sinai) it's done a-
way as a rule; for as it was a rule’ of righte-
oufiefs, foitbecame the miniftration of
condemmtion, and (o Believers are dead 1o
it by the body of Chrit, being efpoufed to
him, as the Wife is free from the Law of
her Hu,gl)aud, being dcad, Ra;-,v;_ Fnds 6‘ 2.Believers

Yet, 2. Believers are not withoue the M5,/%

Law,but itis t7 them th;rule of Holinefsy Law: =
et 5 d%
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as-given by their Lord‘and Law-givers and
{o 18 no miniftration of condempation to
Believers, being in the. hand of their Me-
diator, he having fulfilled the righteou(=
nefs thereof for us in- his ewn: perfon,
adtively in Jiving l‘j’,i”‘-"“(‘ff’b’ toit,and the
pcnul part thereof for s 1 his futferings
but that it 15 to Believers (as his Law, and
aiven by him)a rule of Holinefs, (is with=
outalljuft ground of queftion) bue not of
righteoufhefs unto Juftification , ‘but of
Converfation, righteoufhefs unto Juftifica=
tion being alone, by, and for the {uffering
{ake of Chrilt.

Reafons why the Law, as in the hand of

. Chrift,isa rule of Life to Believers.

1. Becaufe it’s fo ftated in' the new Te-
ftament 3 ¥ Tit. 1. 85 9,10, 11, Forwe knowe
that the Law is good, if we ufe it lawfully, &ec.
For the Law is ot made for a vighteous man,&c.
That is, righteotis men are not under the
Law, that is, under the rule and condem=
rmtion thereof, as given by Mofes; Rom. 6
4. Becaufe they are efpoufed to Jefus
Chrift by Faithy Rom.7. 4. And fo they
perform all their obedience to Jefts Chrift
a2 their Lord ahd Law-giver; and that this
is it the Apotftle intends, 1 7it. 1. 8,9, 10,
1. is clear 5 wer. 100 If there be any thing
elfe that iscontrary +o found Docivine 5. that is,
the Law condemns what-ever is contrary
to the found Doftrine of the Gofpels as
der, 1 1 According to'the glovious Gofpel of the

Bleffed
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. Bleffed God, &c: That is, the Law of the
lorious Gofjel of the blefled Ged con~
emhs what-ever is contrary to it. The

- Law is brought forth/in the glorious Gof=
pel, and js~become the rule of the bleffed
God to Believers; and who=ever walks
contrary to it, muft be condemned by our
blefled Tord Jefiis, who 15 the Lord of this

bleffed and glorious miniftration, fomr. 13.
8, 9. 10, and 3.37. Do we then maks wid

- the Law throngh Faith 2 God forbid 5 yed, we

eftablifly the Law. God forbid that axK thould
have fiich thoughts 5 no, it eftablifheth the

Laws; and that, 1. In its Righteoufuiels and
- Juftice given in the old miniftration, that
" it muft be fulfilled for uis; that we'might be
(through believing) juftified from.its con=
demnation, and {c that it might be fulfilled

in us, and by us, as our San&ification;
Rom 8+ 4. That the Righteoufnefs of the Law
wight be fulfilled in usy &c, Thatis, inus by
believing and obeying Chrift therein: and
. this the'Apoftle ftates in plain words, that
* he was under the Law to Ch. i, 1 Cor. 9. 21
2. The Law in it felf, as given by God,
Spivitual, Holy, Fujt, and Good, Rom.7.12,T4:
And we cannot expeét a beteer ruleoflife for
Sandtification, than a Spiritual, Holy, Tu/t and
God Law 5 1t’s the manner of adminifiring
makes the difference, and not the matter in
the fubftance thereof,the manner differs.ft's
given by Jefurs Chrift as Medjator, he hi*
ving fiffilled the righteou(nefs thersof,and
S Al 2 *born
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porn the penalty, by which means jt’s be=’
come his L-_;w‘, and he hath it in his hand to

ive it forth as his Royal Law , as an holy
tule for his people to ferve him by.

“ips that Law whichin the fubftance
thereof , requires that we fhould love the
Lovd our God with all eur bearts, and our neigh-
bours as our felves, Mat. 22.37,38,39. And
this muft needs be the Law of the Gofpel,
if we will have any Law at all; it's erue
the Law required it, bur the Gofpel effeéts
it, it effedts what the Law required, 2 Cor.
5. 14. The love of Chrift constrains us, that is;
it maketh us willing to love and obey the
Lord. , v
4. The Law in the matter thereof is per-
pctual, therefore not to be done away in
the matter or fubftance, but in the manner
of adminiftring, as adminiftred in the old
Teftament 5 that called the Moral Law,
was the foundation of the Ceremonial and
Judicial, they were both drawn out of the
‘Moral ; the Moral in the firft part thereof
required the worfhipping of the one true
God ; the Ceremonial fhews how this one
God would be worfhipped : the f{econd

art relates to the duties of men each to
other 5 the Judicial opens thofe duties,
with the penalty of the breach thereof, re-
lating both to God and men.

And as it 15 1n the hand of Chrift, it is
the fame ftill 5 the Moral Law fubftantially
is the foundation of all duty, asto the or-
dering
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" dering of the converfation ; for the duty
of it was never taken away, as it tends to
holinefs ; and as it is in the hand of Chrift,
it calls for Faith'in him, and obedience 1o
him ; for the rife of all duty was from the
Law, which had its rife from the holy God,
and futable to its being opened, was to be

obeyed. : _

. And the perfe&tion required in the holy
and juft Law of God,will be the perfection
of Saints in Glory 5 perfe&ion in love and
holinefs will be the glorious ftate of Saints;
and (indeed) it was the great defign of God
mn the Gofpel, by Jefus Chrift, to bring up
a people to the fpiritual perfeétion requi-

(1 redin the Law, which is begun here by
“ o Faith and Holinefs, and fhall be perfe&ted
© @l in Glory. : :

So then this being the {piritual and per-
fe&t rule of Holine(s drawn by God Him-
{elf, and prefented to men as a charaéter of
that perfeétion he defigned to bring up his
people to by Jefus Chrift, it remains in his
hand as the foundation of all Law and
Spirit working in the heart,for the gradual
perfeéting of the Saints therein.

To make this clear, that it is as to ths
matter thereof the fame, and muft be the
fame in the fubftance thereof; for it re-
quires the owning and worfhipping the
one true God in Holinefs, which is the du-

¢ty of .the Gofpel, and will be the eternal
S dutyand work of Saints in Glory, And
: g 027 ; Aa 3y © Jefus




efus Chrift the Lord of this Gofpel-minis=
frration, and Mediatorof the Gofpel-cove=
pant; gives us rules as to the ‘manner how
God will and muft be worfhipped ; and to
him are we bound to fubmit’in all ‘his Or=
dinances and Inftiturions, about - the mand
fer and macter of his mﬁmuﬂtgd Worlhipy
and not turn back to the Mofaical Inftjtu=
¢ions ¢ but now Chrift givestules in!the
Gofpelyas the Ceremontal’ Law did" unhder
chat miniftration; and if we refiife Chirifts
Tuftitutions; and go back to Mojes, we muft
Jofe our pavt andiintereft in Chrift-and the
Gofpel , ‘Gal. 5253, 4. And ! the Judicial
Taw we have from Chrift, tocurb fin and
cranfgreflion, and to keep’ order in' his
Kingdom in this imperfe& ftate: that is,
the Order, Offices, and Government it his

chuich, his Houfe, his Kingdom, and both

les of Worfhip and Difcipline flows ori=

" ginally from the right of the Moral Laws

s the Ceremonial and Judicial did, though
iow as a part of the new Covenant inthe
hand of Chrift eur Law-giver , or Statutes
maker, who writes it in the hearts of ‘his
people, as in the Word of ‘the Gofpel.

The fourth thing mentioned to be con-

fidered is, what Law it was that Chrift ful-

illed in hisadive and paffive obedience ;
and for what fins it was that he {uffered ?
To this T anfwer, Y. That it was the
Law given by the hand of Mofes, and writ-
tenfin Tables of Stone, that Chrift fulfil-
‘ led

Of she Law of God. Chg;
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led in his aftive and paffive obedience, for
and in'bebalt of finners : and then it was
tor the fins commitred againft that Law,
the truth hereof appears from Scripture s
the Scripture {peaks not of any other Law,
that was the Law which Chrift came to ful-
il; Mat. 5. 18. That was-the Covenant
and Law, God made with-his people, cal-
led the firft Covenant, and-as-a Covenant
and Miniftration; was to be done away,
Fer.31. 31,325 33. Whether this Law was
given to Adam before the fall, or written in
him, I fhall not difjpute: It’s that in which
the Seriprure is filent ¢ if we fuppofe that
it was written in him, we muft hkewife
fuppofe it to be much inferior to the
writing of the Law in the hearts -of .Be-
lievers in the new Covemant; for he fell
from his eftate, and all we in'him s but the
Law. of the new Covenant is {o writtenin
the heart, as that'they fhall noverdepart. from
bim 5 it thall be their eternal perfedtion in
Glory ; and the defign of God herein is,
not to bring us back to 4dam’s fivit eftate,
whouin kis ficft and beflt eftate was of the
earth eartbly, 1 Cor. 15, 47.. But to the fe-
cond man, which -is the Lad frin Heaven,
Yet I thall not queftion burt that the whole
Law might bedneladed in that-one infii-
tuted Ordinance, Gen. 2% 17.. 'A§ it" wasin
that inftituted: Ordinance of -Circumcifion
given to Abrabam; Gen. 17, 1o, érc. Com-~

pared with Galv5+ 3. And in-the Gofpeh

A4 “the
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the inftituted Ordinance of Baprifin in-
cludes the whole Law of the Gofpel; Mar,
16, 15, 16. Gal. 3. 27- LR

And {o thatinftituted Ordinance being

| _ broken;the Law might be the flaming Sword

it the band of the Angel, toKeep the way of the
gree of Life, that none could enter bue by the
Mediator; for the Law it was which ftop-~
‘ped all entrance again to God ; but bythe
Mediator ; the Law it was that did curfe
for fin, and was the fiery adminiftration of
death 5 and this is the Law that Cinur did
bear the curfe thereof for finners.

2. And then it muft neceffarily follow,
that Chrift died for the tranferefiions that
was againft this Law ever fince the fall of
man, and not {o properly in a meritorious
way 3 for Adam’s tran{grefiion againft that
inftituted Ordinance, in eating the forbid-
den fruit, for which death came in upon
him and his pefterity, and we are all under
the execution of that fentence, which was
efpecially the nihilating of the body, with
the miferiesattending that fentence in or-
der thereunto, and an ufher (though not
the caufe) to eternal mifery. ‘

For the eternal ftate of man is brought
in by Jefus Chrift, but that fentence paft
no further than this, Gen. 3. 19. Duft thou
art, and to duft thou Balt yeturn. There iz not
a word of eternal death in mifery, butthe
nndoing of what God had done, and’ the
eternal eftate came in by the death and .pe-

{furre&ion
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furrefion of Jefus Chirift; eternal Lifeand
Glory 'to fuch as believe and obey the
Gofpel, and death and condempation t9
unbelievers for their fin againft. him, an

" mot agccepting his Grace, although he came

not into the World umtil the fulnefs of time
determined was come, Gal. 4.4. Till then
God accepted of fincerity: of Faith and
fervice; according to the time and means

“both of Jew and Gentile ; yet ftill, as ha-

ving refpe& to Jefus Chrift; for God ac-
cepted of no man after the fall, but rela-
tive to the promifed feed ; and all faved
ones fhall know, that their Salvation is by,
him ; and all condemned ones fhall know
that their ‘condemnation is' for finning a-
sgrainft Jefurs Chrift, elfe how: thalkhe be the
Judge of all: fo.that it followeth, thar
the fins for which Chrift died, ‘was the fins
committed againit the righteous Law ind
Gofpel of God fince the fall, and not fo
properly for Adam’s particulap fin by
which he fell, (for that punithment paffeth
on all,) unlefs it be, that by his death and
refurreétion, he recovers all mankind out
of that eftate into. which they fell. And
thisis a general redemption, by the death
and refurre&ion of Chrift the fentence. of
death paft on all'men ; and Chrift Jefus un-

~derrakes 'that fentence in behalf of all

men, and rifeth again, and o conquereth
death in behalf of mankind, recovers the
Malefa&ors from the power of death aft‘;l'

the
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the execution of the fentence, and (o doth
o wrong to the Lawsy nor Juftice executed
inn that fentences> Soithatit’s artruth;nhiat
the fins for which Chrift fuffered; was 'the
fins ‘of mankind: fince’ the:ifalli‘And: this
h ‘fugtherappeards 2030 W/ ansaxuigan
do;: .1 ?Il‘l»lrl;‘at fmpia?n'd frangrefiion *of ‘ddum,
by whichdeath came into the World; 35
notmentionedin the Scripture-to-be the
caufe, oriany part-of theé caufe of Chiift’s
fuffering,unlefs, as was laft mefitioned. 11/
2. The Scripture frequently expreffeth

- the death ‘and : fufferings “of* (Chrift to be

for the finsof the World; and for our fins,
Adam’s fins after the fallrbeing included s
Fob. 1.:29.  Behald:the Lamb of God thar takerb
away the find of ' the World ; 1 Con 153 FHow
that Fefus Chrift died Sor s oun firls “accerding to
the: Scripture 5 "1 Peti 3.0 18.1For Chrif} -alfo
bath ence fuffered for fins, 8. and Zfa. 53.5.
With mulgitudes of Scriptutes fo this purs
pofe that might be produced: s And he di-
ed for the fins: aund tranfgrefions committed) a-
gainjt the firft Teftament,Heb9.15 . i.e.the firfk
after the'falls formankind had done with
that before the fall, except being’ under its
eéxecution ) foriall thefins inthe World
have been in fome fenfe (as hath' been be.
fore fhewed) ‘againft that' Teftament gnd
Holy Law, and againft Jefus Chrift, by
whom all have fubfifted fince' the' 11 ;. fo
that we may come to: refuléciiy this mat-
ter. T o ey

1. That

Ch.ay, .
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X. That Adam’s tranfgreflion of an in-
ftitured Ordinance, was the caufe and way
by which fin and death came in upon all
men, which fhould make‘al] ‘nen tremble
In the thoughts of making light of the
inftituted Ordinances of Jefus Chrift.

2. That the Law by which fin hath con-
tinued in the World,is the holy and righte-
ous Will of God declared; according to
thetimes, waiesand means by himfelf de-
termined ; and that men of themfelves, in
their own wills, hive conftantly aced con~
trary thereunto. 1 - 03

3. That “Jefu's Chrift died ‘to fave men
from the condemnation of their gwn. fins
againft God, fince the fall 5 and ro pecover
all’ men out of that ftate ‘of . death into
which they. fell by 4dam's trantgreffion. . .

4. ‘That the H{)!y Law ‘of*God' iw' the
hand of Chrift:our Mediator; ié. the doly
rule'of’ life to' Believers, and that in which
they fhould ‘grow and increafe till they
come to Glory :.to' cleave to . Jefus Chrift
imaU the Laws of the new! Covenant,: as
adminiftred. and given forth: by him 3-in
whichiscontained'the effence and fubftance
of the Law, and that in.therhigheft and
moft glorions way of adminiftring, till we
cometo Glory, ettt : i
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