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Of Perfeftions and wbetbcr‘ ' may be ata ‘ [‘, o
0 yained inothis Life, : k“ﬂ?rlﬂ
i it
y3Erfedtionin the new Covenant Reftau- ‘i(ed
1ation and Life, is. a Glory to. be be- ‘Q.A"d
Tieved beyond what we do,or can yet know \ W‘ﬁ"
or injoy. But inas much as there are great Wy
miftakes abeut this matter, and the word e
N perfedt being frequently ufed in the Scrip- {ofph
) ture, and abufed by ignorant. and errin ’ ,?w‘
erfons, by reafon of which ferious fouls . :
may be (and many are) put to a lofs in this ) ‘d}au!
matter 3 I thall endcavour to clear up thig ‘ ;al’ﬂ
caath according to the beft llght_that I ‘ ‘;,‘_1
have,(through Grace attained herein, for ‘ M
the advantage of others : in which I fhall y
endeavour, 1. To clear up the various ufe AL (Wt'
and import of the word pcrfe{t, as ufcq in vé\
the holy Scripture, and how far perfection %ﬂg
isattdinable here. 2. To prove that per- {)‘M
- fe&tion'in the higheft intention, 1s NOt gt~ | dﬂ‘ﬂ
tainable in this life, _ b i
he vdrious. I+ The various ufe and import of the l d’{ir}]x

importof  word pcrt’ec"r,‘ag ufed in the'ScﬁI-)erS;

aheword ¢ Sometimes it imports fincerity and truth !

fincere, o e inward parts 5 he that is g fincere ! %}ﬁ
Chriftian towards God inall his walks, is in o




; of Perfetiion. Chi" 4.
St?\gls account a'perfect Chriftian, though
,O\nsh. wife attended with many imperfedti=
o :_.U})rlglltnefs and integrity isa choice
Y “;L‘e;‘, owned and approved of God, and
;50?lqu_~t to fouls in whom it is ; 2 Chro#.
b 2350 Hezekiab could f{ay, Remember Lord 1
befeech theeyhow T bave walked befure thee in
truth, and with & perfedi beart 5 that is, with
an gpright and fincere heart,thatis tl;e' true.
fenfe aud meaning of the King for other-
wife he had many infirmities; ’I Chron. 28.
g,‘ dAM th(‘“‘SOIOmon my Son, kiow thou the
bfmff Xa’ I‘_‘:’Zhﬂ‘ > led ferve bim with a* per fet
3 T wi a willing mind ; 1 -
gexe, upright, fouud,gand undit:]iii[eiis ,h;1 'ﬁn '
kPo(' r ;&Ileél,o%dbdeﬁreth truth in the inward ;i:‘::’
P(; 51.6. Fob was faid to By,
g e ond o S of G

ough he faw himfel ; 4
R 2§ to be finful, and fo

2+ Thete is7a com. i
¢ arat -

{poken of in ScriPturer;) thaltv ‘i?s (p erfedtion a. Compa-
been, and may' be reputed me offie havemm.
;:ir;é)ti1ers; and fo faid to be pgprfeg‘f Ay

ared with thofl BEpAT seOr

living in the ]f:rgfedt]iat AeHQric than SO

be enjoy lik me andi@ge, and it ma

i ¢ means; Ges. 6 1 4

that Noab was a per fe&’man b9 t’s faid

that is, compared ‘with th(:."G“ Generation 5

which he lived ; he was a perfe e{f;cwtmn in
?aPatlvely, and upright :})nd e{ an qaniz

o, and walked wit 1 et

clofe with Godyand worfhipy, thar is; kepr.

Dd pped himin an
i evil
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Chi23. Of Pevfellion.
ovil Generation 5 wer. 5. God faw that the

‘ickednefs of man was great in the carth, &c. or
compared with others that are “eaker
Chriftians. Some Chriftians compared®yith

1. Of Chri-
Siansinge-
peral.

Othcl-‘s, may bc ﬁlld to bc Hcrfe&, anav thls
1 call a comparative PCFfC&MJF}A Cor. 2.6,
Howbeit we [peak wifdom among them that are
perfecis that 15, perfeét comparatively with
the Corinthians, Chap. 3. I, 2. And Lbrethren
could net fpeak unto you as unto [piritual, but as
anto carnal, even as unto babes in Chrift, &c,
not as to thofe that were {piritual, or per-
fed, which is all one in fenfe and fubftance;
they compared with others, were not {o
{piritual or perfect as them : and this is it
the Apoﬁ]c minds, Phil. 338 .Lﬂ us tbtrg-
fore, as mary as be perfedi, be thus minded 5 thae
15, compared to others that were more im-
erfed in their Knowledg, Faith and Pra-
dice, not perfedt in the higheft perfe&tion;
for fo the Apoftle himfelf was not perfeé ;
per. 12, Not as though I had akeady attained,
or weve alyeady perfeﬂ,'&C- So that it’s evi-
dent both from Scripture and experience,
that there is this comparative perfection,
and that in vagieties of degrees among all
Chriftians ; which are diftinguifhed, 1, De-
grecs of ‘this perfe&ion among Chriftians,
2. Among Churches. And, 3. Among Mi-
nifters, yet all are Chriftians.
1. Among Chriftians in general,: there
are varieties of degrees, in Knowledg, in
Faith, and in Pradtice, and in all the gifis

and




Of Perfetion.! Ch.23.
and virtues of the new Covenant'; this is
abundantly. cleared by the Apottle, 1 Cor.
12. 12,10 25. Where he difcovers the
Church in all its parts to have variety of
members, as the body of Chrift, fome more
honourable_or«perfeét than others, fome
weak in the Faith, and fome ftrong ; Rom.
14. 1. and 15. 1. Some are comely in thejg
{pirits and converfations, and fome need

to have comelinefs to be put-upon thems; -

Y Cor, 12. 23, 24. Some {piritual, fome
carnal, fome ufeful and helpful to others,

others that muft be helped along, and fup- -

ported; 1 Ihef. 5. 14. Now we exhoxt you
brethren, warn them that ave unruly, comfort the
feeble minded, [upport the weak , be patient ta=
ward all. Now it’s evident, that it was not
(only) the Minifters or Elders the Apoftle
intended, compared with ver. 11, 12,¥3:
But it was the more perfe& and fpiritual
members of the Church, that they might
know how to behave themfelves towards
the more weak and imperfe& ones.

406

2. Thereare degrees in this perfedtion a. mone
among the. Churches, fome Churches areharche:.

more perfe& than fome, being compared ;
and that is it the Apoftle intended in his
writing to the Church of Corinth ; He conld
not yprite to thim asunto fpiritual | by g unto
carnal, &c, But he fpake wifdom among

them thar were perfe®, 1 Cor. 2. 6. But wo.

fveak, wifdom among them that aye erfell, &
s < Ce
that is, more perfedt, and morg fpiritual,
. "2
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5. Among
Minifters.

Of ‘Perfeition. ‘Chiz3,
25 the Church of the, Romans, whofe Faity'
was, famous throughous the ”_._’erd,.Rom. 1. 8.
and 16. 19, The deep things the Apoitle
writes to them about their freed®m from
the Law, and fin,by. Jefus Chrift, and from
condemnation, ?‘b" Lawof the [pirit of life
obich 1s.in Chrift fefus, &c, 307 likewife the
Churches of Epbefus, Phil. &c, and Rev.2 3.
Chapt. Some Churches were more perfedt
than others, and two of them exccllmg all
the reft 5 that of Smirna, Ch.2. 8.9.10, and
that of Philadelphia, Chap, 3.7, 8,9, 10,
"2, Among Minifters, there isa minifte-
rial perfection fboken of in Scripture ;
2 Tif. 3. 17- That the nan of God may be per.
fedi, &e. That is, the minifter of Gad, fre-
qUCllC‘Y {o called in the Scripture; T OFf
the old Teftament, Deut. 33, 1. Fude 13 6
1.8am. 2. 17, 2 King.1.9,10. And ip l:h(;
new Teftament Paul'calls Timothy, the 1 an of
God; 1 1it. 6. ¥x. But thou ) man of God
flee thefe things, e, This is a minifteria}
perfeétion ; that is, to be well inftruéeq

_1n the Scriptures, and have thence learneq

They differ,. 1. Inogift, TCor 12.Y1. 2 Cor 1y, g, °

i how to fulfill their miniftry ; 2 7it. 2. ¢,

Study to fhew thy [elf approved unto God, 4
workinan that need ot be afhumed, rightly J;_
viding the werd of truth, And among fijchy
are likewife diverfities, and degrees of er:
fefion ; and that, p

v. InGift. For I was not bebind (that is, in gift) the

wiry. chiefelt Apoftle :. which word chiefeft,
: imply-
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¢ Ch.23. Of Pexfellion. 41%
implyeth clearly a diverfity in gifts, even
amongit the Apoftles; for there was no

chiefdom by Office, but in Gift Peser and

Fobn feems to excel. . I, 2

- 2. In divipe difpofition . to the work,2. Indivine

- fome are :more difpofed thereunto than dipefition.
others. . The Apoftle Paxl had upon him

the care of all the Churches, 2 Cor, 11. 28.

For which (very probably) he was envied

by falfe Apojtles, deceitful workers, she Devils

minifters, who envy thofe who are more fin,

cere, laborious and faithful than them-

{elves 5 ver. 12, 13,18, 19. with Gal. 4.17.

They would exclude you, (or rather.us) that

you might affect them. And the fame in fub-

{tance he fpeaks of Timethy, Phil. 2. 19, 20,

I have no man like minded, (that is, no Mini-

fter) that will naturally cave for your eState. It's

achoice virtue ina Minifter to have a na-

tural care of the Church of Chrift, fuch

(it feems) were, and ftill are, very rare to

be found.

3. In labour and induftvy in the work, 3. In fa-
as an effe® of this divine difpofition ; fobowr

the Apoftle Pay/ leboured more abundantly than

they.alls that is, than all the reft of.the

Apoltles: fee both difpofition and labour

for the Church together, in Titus, and the

brother., whofe praife is in the Gofpel, 2 Cor. 8.

16) 17) 18. )

4 In converfation and holinefs.there are 4 Incon-

: diverﬁtigs and degrees of attainments (and verfation.
o of this comparative perfeétion) in ho-




Of Perfelion. Ch.zg;, :
linefs, and that in the true Minifters of
Jefus Chrift, although it greacly concerns
all to be exemplary 1n this matcer, 1 Zip, 4.
12. 1 Thef. 2. 10.Gal. 2. 11,12, 13 14,
The reafons of thefe degrees of perfedti-
" ons and ateainments both in Minifters and
Members,and {0 in the Churches, are,
y. Erom the varieties _and degrees of
"“}{?};’rﬁ’r . Gifts,Graces and Virtues given by the Lorg
:_._};e in  to his people; hegives to {ome more, tq
Giftr.  fome lefs, evenas it pleafeth him ; Rom. ;2.
6. 1Cor. T2, 452 6,11, All thefe worketh
that one and the f"lf"f‘m{fpi?il’, dividing to
cvery man feverdlly asbe will s and iy Mareh,
25.15. Is thls.hCId forth by our Lord ip
the diverfity of talents; and Epb. 4.9, s
anto every one of us is gaveit Grace according to
the meafure of the gift of God.
S Diirier i From the degrees of improvement of
of Improve- thofe gifts the Lord hath given ; for fira-
ment. ble to the improvement the Lord gives jp.
' creafe : where perfons are fluggifh and
' “negligent, whether Minifter or Member,
""" “there is but little or no increafe; and where
. perfons are diligent and faithful improyerg
of the talents received , there God wijj
blefs it with increafe; Matt. 25. 29, Fop
unto every one that bath, it fhall be given o d
be foall have more abundantly, &c. Th;t f
he that hath improved that which he hach.
.as is clear, compared vfuth the former paré
of the Parable, and will prove true bo,
here ‘and hereafter: fee Heb, 5. 12, 14,

.larov, 13.4. 3. From

,413'




~—x

ey

—
>

R i e e S

S S

‘Ch.23. Of ‘Perfetiion.
3. From the due and undue ends of 'pen- 3. In their

fons endeavour after a greater meafure ofends.
perfe&ion in gifts and virtues ; 1 Cor. 12

7+ The manifeftation of the Spirit is given 10

every owe to profit withal 5 that is, or fpmrual

profit both for himfelf and others; but
when Gifts and Virtues are fought after for
pride, henour, and felf-cfteem, or the like
flethly and bafe ends, no wonder if God
with-hold, fee Fam. 4.3. Or if he anfwer
the defire, it is ina way of wrath,as fome-
times he gave his people their defire accor-
ding to their luft, but it was in a way of
wrath, Pf. 88. 29,30,32.

3. A third fort of Perfe&tion minded in 3
Scripture, is a perfedtion in Unity amongft
the Samts and Churches , and this is a de-
firable perfe&tion, of which Chriftians
greatly fall fhort at this day ; 1 Cor. 1. 10.
Now I befeech you brethren, by the Name of our
Lord Fefus, that you all fpeak the fame thing,
and that there be no divifiuns amang you, but that
ye be perfeily joyned together in the [wmme mind,

. and inthe {ame judgment Epb.4.2,3. Phil.2.2,3..

This is promifed in the new Covenant,
Ezek. 11. 19, Prayed for by our Lord, Fob.
17.21. And to be endeavoured after by all
Saints, and they that are contrary , fhew
themfelves to be carnal, 1Cer, 3. 3.

A fourth fort of perfe&ion {j:aken of in 4. 7n Uni-

Scripture is, when men are well inftruded 1
in the princiﬁies of Religion, relating to
matters of Faith and Practice.and are truly

o DU

on in Wiy,
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Of Perfection. Ch.23,
-and humbly reaching after the knowledg
“iof the whole will of God in his Word;
when the heart is univerfal for God in all
his will, that is a perfe man, Col. 4. 127
It was the fervent ldbOUI‘.'&lld prayer of
Epaphras for the Chprch, that rf:ey might fiand
perfedt and complearin all the will of Giod, Acis
18, 26. Apollo, though an’eloquent mgn.’
yet being a godly man, Was willing to be
Tnftrudted by Aquits and Prifcilla, in the pay

of God more perfecily, and the earneft Prayer
of the Apoftle in behalf of ‘the' Church,

1T hef. 3. 10, And this is fuch & Perfedtion
where it is in truch, that ‘will afford the
“foul much boldnefs both towards God and
Men, Pf.119.6. Then fball I not bé afbamed.,,
when I bave refpeti to all thy Commandinests 3
Greay peace bave they that! love thy

44

r. 165.

;.fxw, and nothing. frall off end them.

. e, “There isa Pcrfc_&xon in _]uﬁiﬁcation,‘

s To7l i is by Jef Chrift crucified ; that is,
ficarion. -1t fin for the fake of Chrifts

the pardon Of he fak :
a?xdithis, 1s pcrfc&, and i$ ‘the perfedtion

soken of by the Apoftle, Col. 1. 28. Which

N g;kfhc g!‘th defire and -endeavour of the
Apoﬁle, that all believers r_n}ght live up in
ic, That we mty pricfens every man perfedi - n

- Chyift Fefus's that is, perfeétly juftified in
him 3 Col. 2. 13. Having forgiven you all

“erefpafles s ¢hat is perfec® juftification,

where all trefpalles are forgiven, 41339,
By bim all that believe arcjuﬁ;ﬁed from all things

from which they could not be juftified by the L“Wf
0




_Cb.zj[ ' Of . Perfecison,
of Mofes ; this imputed righteoufiefs to
believers is perfect: :

6. As for Sandtification , that is two=6. In San-

4!5‘

fold, 1. Imputed, thatis the perfedt obe- dification-

dience and purity:in the perfon of the Son
of God, imputed to believers; that is made
to them, and: accounted theirs; .3 Cor. 1,
30. Who is of God made to be unto us, Wifdom,
Righteoufinefs, Saudiification and Redemption :,
and thisis perfe& Sanétification; .- :

2, Is holine(s wrought in the Saints, as
I miinded in the matter of Sandtification,
Chap, 17. And this is both perfe and im-
perfe&; 1. Perfed®, inrefpect to the parts
of holinefs ; .that'is, there is fomething
of every part of loline(s; of every virtug
of Chrift, inwhom holinefs: was perfeét ;
and fo he was the perfeét pattern of holis

nefs to his people,and from whony it comes

mtous 5 Fobl1.16.. And of his, fulnefs bave

o all weveceived, and Grace for Grace: thatis,

f ‘'every virtue that was in Chrift, liave his
people recetved a meafure; by which there

1s ({utable ro-the reception)’ a conformity-

to him, and 3 bearing his image and Jike=
nefs:in this World : “on this account it is
they ave (aid to b Created afier God in Righ-
teoufuefs and true Holinefs; Eph. 4+ 24, And
nithis refpect the Saints are perfe& in Ho-
linefs, j. ¢, in refpe® of the pacts. thereof:

Achild when he is.born into the Worldy

hath all the parts of aman, and (o is re~
puted a man' in refpect of parts, though
not
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ot in refpe& of growth and ftacure,
So believers in refpeét of growth up to
the perfe ftate, fo they are imperfe&t, and
greatly imperfe&t too, and are (or fhould
be) growing daily in all the parts of Ho-
linefs, 1-Cor. 13. 11. The Apoftle prefents
¢his fame truth by the fame fimily, Whenz '
was a child, I fpake as a child, Tunderftood a5 iy
« child, but when I was aman, Iput away chil- { e
difb things : he ufeth this fimily, to hold. W
forth the childifh, and perfect: frate of ¥ P{,{g!‘
Chriftians - they are children, thoughbur tﬁﬁfd'w
Little ones, yet they are perfectly fo; yer | j@ﬁf(,‘,
imperfed in refpedt of the higheft degree, ﬂow}j
or growth to the perfelt fate; and thatis | it o}
it the Apoftle intends, Phil. 3, 12, H‘i\'{c,‘
2. Things propounded; that the highefty et
s ,ﬁ’{ 1. degree of _Gobfpel—pcrfeﬁlon 1s not attain- | m‘;(ﬁ%
‘;5, It ar-able in this life; and to demonftrate thig ;ﬂgl’;
€ inable in truth, and make it plain, ‘let us confi- u"f( Md
this fife.  fider. 1 i 'aud“’[hé‘
1. The declared experience and judg- X
ment of the Saints in Scripture record, | %{nﬁtﬁc‘tﬁ
which the Reader may in* thefe Scriptures

eake knowledg of; T Kin. 8.46. Eccl.7.20, 0
Fam. 3.2, 1 Job. 1. 8: 10, Fob. 40. 4,5, ;erltz’%{
and 42. 6. Ifa. 6. 5. All which demon- wf%"
ftrates the truth of this matter; themoft |l
eminent of the Saints that lived in the ofd‘f,r,gf

World, yet were fenfible of fin and imper- Tpra
fe&ion, and fome of them declared -”[:) o 51"'7‘ ﬁ’@f
be the ftate of all; Not @ manon earth thay 7

liveth,and finneth not » and the Apoftle Paul, 5 n‘gf‘b‘_
man '
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man of the higheft attainment-in Gofpel~

Eerfe&ion, yet confefleth himfelf not to
e perfed s Phil. 3. 12. And that we have

every ‘virtue ‘but in part, I Cor. 13. 10,
IT, 12, ; :

;. W are yet in the imperfedt and fallen
ftate, only coming forth by Faith, and the
b‘eginning work of regeneration wrought
i the fpiric of the mind ; the people of
God after believing, are but in the way to
the perfeét deliverance ; perfection is for
the perfe&t reftored ftate of the Saints : and
indeed; were it not'fo, we might fay.as the
Apoftle, 1 Cor. 15. 19. /f in this life only we
have hope in Chrift,we ave of all men moft mifera-
ble; fo,if our hiﬁheﬁ perfe&tion ‘were in
this life, we thould be (comparatively) but
miferable. : :

3. That this perfe& ftate of the Saints
will not, cannot be, till the {econd coming
and Kingdom of our Lord Jefus : it’s true,
, when the body returns to the duft, the
~ Saints fhall ceafefrom fin, and they  fhall be
with the Lord : but ‘this is not their per-
feé‘nop,_though it would be a bleffed de=
gree, if it were poffible to be attained here;
but perfeftion will not, cannot be; till our
¢ Lord comeagain from Heaven: the truth
;. of this appears'from thefe Scriptures, Phil.
3. 29, 21. Col. 3. 4. 1 Fob. 3. 2. Read thefe
Scriptures, and underftand:

2. The refurreftion from the duft will

not be till our Lord ‘doth come again in
T

-Glory,

417
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Glory, 1 Thef. 4. x6. 1 Cor. 15,23, And
titl then we come not out ofthe falen ftate,
The laft enemy to be defiroyed is death. While
we lic in the grave, our bodies are in the

loweft degree of the falen ftate; and for -

any to pretend pertedtion while in the falen
ﬂa);c, apﬁare of fin, ficknefs, forrow, and
death, muft flow from ignorance, or wil-
fulnefs, or both. ;

4. That though perfeétion is not attain-
able inthe higheft degree, in this falen,
mortal, finful, forrowful, and imperfeg
eftate ; yetitis the duty, difpofition and
concernment of all perfeé Chriftians, to
be prefling forward after perfection, Phil, 3
10,18, 124533, 34, 210

Quet. To whatend is it to prefs forward
after that which is not to be attained iy,
this life 2 i ;

Anfw. In myanfwer to this queftion,
{hall mention three thingss I. That be.
lievers, if they prefs forward after ap

.

thing, that is of God and Chrift, that is o¢

the new Covenant ; it muft be perfedtion,
it is not imperfection they reach after, toq
much of that they have already in them.
{elves , which makes them groan i, the
fenfe thereof; therefore if they prefs fop.
ward after any thing, it muft be Perfe.
&ion. _ :
2. By prefling forward after Perfedioy
I intend a growing up into a greater mcx:
fure of the perfetion attainable in this

mortal
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mortal ftate ; for: Cas. hath been fhewed)
there are degrees of Perfedtion attainable
here, borh in Knowledg, Faith, Love, and
an holy conformity to our’ Lord Jefiis, in
the Gifts and ¥irtues of the Holy Spirit 3

I Pet.'22, 2 Pet.3,18. And this is iz the

W Apoftle minds, Phil. 3. 10. That Imay know

him,&c. Thatis, that I may grow and in-
Creafe in the knowledg of him, and in a
Conformity to him, tor he knew him in
part before. O, it’s a fign of a gracious
Toul, that is truly longing and endeavour-
Ing after the higheft degree (attainable
here) of conformity to Je{us Chrift; 1 Fob.
3.3. He that hath this kope in bin, purifieth

‘bimfelf asbeis pure: thatis, maketh Chrift

thle «copy and pattern after which he walk-
eth.

3. By prefiing forward after Perfedtion,
I intend that the godly foul principled
with perfedtion, have in his eye the higheft
and glorious perfeftion; and that is it he
would attain, if pefiible, though he knows

- 1US notattainable here, yet he reacheth af-

£ terit,and can do no lefs, if interefted in
f 't: 1t 1s his portion, and that is it the A-
Wi poftle intends, Phil. 3. 11, If by anymeans 1

might attain unto the vefurrediion of the dead
that is, to that perfeion that fhal] be at-
tained ar the refurredion of the deads er.
12,1354, 7 prefs f rward to the mark _ for ths
Prize of the bigh calling of God in Cb;-;g% Fefus :
God & Chrift i the mark weare running to,
Ee2 1 Per.
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Y

2Tit.4.7,8 Rom. 2.7
run right that ha

And he can never y
th not both themarkand |
his eye: So run that.ye may ob-

\.

: Of Perfection. Ch.z;,' /¢
1 Pet. 3. 18, Mat. 16. 24. And Perfe&ion | ',gf
and Glory is the prize We are running for, -
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,CV HAP. XXIV,
Of Sincerz"tj.’

Incerity being that which crowns all o-
ilm{e::i \:'n?tues a%d duties(for without fin-
cerity all is: nothing ) and muft haveits:
placeand ufe inall relating both to God
and Man, without which it is unaccepte
with God 5 and although Lhave occafion=
ally given - hints of this virtue in other
Chapters, and particularly in that about.
Prayer, in the manner how it muftbe per~
formed,yet T fhall in this place fpealsfome-
thing ‘more diftinély, yetbriefly. Itbe-
ing a virtue o well pleafing to God, he de=
fiveth truth i the inward parts, Pfal.1.6. man
would notaccept of hipocritical {ervice or’
{hew of love, if he knew 1t {uto be, ; how
much lefs will God accept of that which
is but feigned and in fhew 3 God knoweth
the heart, the mind, and thoughts, and he
will have the heart in all, or nothing at ally
My Son give me thy beart 5 God will accept
no gift without the heart, let God have
the heart , and he hath all, but with=-
out the heart he will accept nothing. :
All the glorious thews in Religion withe
ant the heart,are but Painted fins, and the:
Ec3 perfons



Beausiful to men, but within are fuil of Dead men
Bomes.  Sincerity muft have jtg place in
Faith, oy ¢lf@ itis but feignedand ‘nothing
worth, true faith muft be unfeigneq v o
1.5, itsto be feared that there is 3 great
deal of feigned” Faith in the World, 'that
makes men ho bgtter_thcn Hypocrites, Fob.
2/3%, 244290 Siiicerity muft hdve its place
indova, (or elfeits nothing)-and thar 1,86
God the Fathery Mat. 22..37. to Jefus
Chift his Son, Epk: 6. 24, Grace bp with 411
thafe that love our Mrdd}’rfm in Sincerity, Amen,
Fo the peopleof God for his fake it muit
be fincere heart love, Mat.22.39. Thou (halt
love thy Neighbour, s thy felfs ¥ Fob. 3. 18, live
worin Word and Tongne but in deed and ;p
trath 3 T Pet. 1.22. it muft be unfeigned and
with a pure beart fervently. Sincerity muft be
inour prayers, Bfal: 17. 1. Give ear unts my
Prayers 1but gaeth net out of feigred lips, In a
word, Sincerity muft be-inall our fervices
ifthéyaredccepted ofthe Lord, 1 Chron,
28. 9. Pfal. 1 19. 34. Give mie Underftanding

aiid I (hall keep thy:Law, yea 1. fhall obferve it
sith iy whole hoavts ver. 69, T will eep thy

Précepts withimy whole hearty and 9. 1.1 will
prai_{e thee withimy whole beart s fo that whe-
ther it befaith! or IOVE,: prayer or praift,or
any part of obédience, it muft be with B!
heart, a finéere heart, a»wholeand yndevi-
ded heart, a heart anda heart the Lord

difowneth.

Of Sincerity. Ch.24s
perfons but as Whited Tombs, thas appea’
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: Chq4 ' Of Sincerity.

Ifhalkindeayour to fhew fome  infallible
Cha_r.‘a&ers of a fincere heart, plain from
Seripture; and Saints, Experience, not to
darken truth, or leave Souls at a lofss but
that he thiae runs may read and underﬂand.
And in.generalas the ground of the whole,
a fincera heart is an bonest bearty and goed
Hearr, Luk: 8.15. this honeftand good heart
inclutles the whole of fincerity.

1. AnHoneft, good, and fincere heart, ¢, 1is ane:
inan openand! plain heart 5 he Is tru€ inpenplain

what hz dath, he hates and abhors deceit, #
waule to {2y he is an honeft man that deals
plainlyand juftly; fo thac he dares lerall
his a&iens come to the tryal ; fo is it with
the: finceré  foul, he is honelt and plain,
would have all his works done in the light,
he hates darknefs, he:deals above board (as
the (ayingis) heis willing that all his a-
&ions fhould be brought to the tryal,
Rem.'13. Y3 Let us walk howeftly & in the day,
&c. The honeft fincere foul loves the day,
he is.not for night work, nor deeds of
darknefs, beliv never fo fecret. Fob. 319
20, 2L, He that doth truth cometh to the light,
that bis deeds may bemade manife[t that they
are W?“‘gb‘ inGod. The fincere foul loves
the llght, bCCvaufe it difcovers the darkne(s
of fin, the fincere foul fears all fin, efpeci- -
ally-hypocrifie, he would not be an hypo-
crite for. the world,and therefore comes to
the light, - Of the Word and Spirit of
Chrifty to try hisdpiricand a@ions by,that
Eeg : o

Signs of
Jincerity.
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424 (o hemay know that bis deeds are wroright ir

. Gody that they are of God, and owned and
approved of him ; thehoneft fincere heart,
as he fears hypoerifie, and comes to the
light, that he may-underftand of what fort
his work: 1s, f'o‘hc'doth it fincerely ‘and
throughlys he istin good earneft in the

himfelf; and is willing to be fearched by o~
ehers, but is willing to ftand to the: Lords
feacching who knoweth'all” thitigs: pra,
139. 235 24. Search me 0 God andknow iy
beart, try me and know: my thoughts, cand fee if
there be aty wickednefs inme, and lead.me in the
way everlafting. O thisis ‘a fincere honeft
heart indeed that wonld have alb darknefs
difcovered and brought to his knowledge,
and tothat end defires the Lord to- fearch
and bring to light any hidden way of inj-
uity and darknefs. . ‘But the Hypocrite
dwells inthe dark,andisafraid of the light,
he covers himfelfwith-darknefs; he thinks
“men {eeitnat, nor would he 'have God to
Hee it, he’ dares not make a fcarcn‘ him-
felf into  his heart and! ways, much: lefy
would he have God to do it, left his ' deeds
fhould bereproved. | © Aok gy
: 2. ‘This honeft fiicere  heart 1s a univer-
5. I is awe o1 eare for God it liates; abhors, and for-
Agmf“’ Gaikes all fin, 'he would: Tot have ‘one fin
" Jeft, as he-defireth to have all fin pardoned,
{o he would have all finmortified; be foath-
eth gvery evil way, Pfal, 119 128."is willing
¥ e
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. Ch.24. Of Sincerity.

toimbrace every truth of the Gofpel for
truths (zke, to havea refpe& to all Gods
Commandments, Pfal. 119. 6. Then fhall I
10t be. aflamed when Ibave arefpedd 1o all thy
Commandement, 5 the fincere foul (accor-
ding to‘his llght_) do not half it with God
orwith men, but as Fofbua and Caleb, Num.
T4, 24.and 32.°12. Bein(f men of another [pirit
they follow God fully, and what they know
not they beg light from him,as the Pro-
phet, Pfal.119. 33, 34. Teachme O Lord-the

way of thy Statuses, and 1 (hall beep it unto the - -

end, giveme underfanding and 7 [ball keep - thy
Law, yea 1 fhall obferve it with my whole beart 5
a fincere heart as he is univerfal in his obe-
dience to God, fo is he careful of out-run= ..
ning truth, moves not fudden, but on
found and follid ground, he would not
mifcarry for a world, to take errour for
truth, Pfal. 119, 128. 7 efteem all thy Pre-
cepts concerning all thingstobe vight, and I bate
every falfe way. :

But the Hypocriteat beft does but half
it with God, and with men, leave fome’
fins thatare moft {candalous and lefs pro-
ﬁgable, but keep fome fins clofe an faft
ftill, as his' Dallilab, that he will not part
withal 5 touch his Darling, beloved, pro-
fitable fin, then ‘he ftartles , ‘be,it cove~
toufnefs, oppreflion, pride, or whatever
elfe that muft not be medled with, like He~
rod who heard Fobn the Dipper gladly, and
reformed fome things 3, but when he tgga
et c
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3. Defigns
mly the

Tory of
od cc.

Of Sincerity,

it; fo it is likewife with the Hypocrite in
matter of fervice, he will do fonie duties,
fuch as like him and may fand with his
credit and profit, butis not univera] ; do
not defire to know, that lie may do and (o
indeed is not upright and honeft either

with God or Men; for the Hypocrite can
fin out of fight, lyeand cheat foe advan~

tage, without any confcience atall,

3. The honeft plain fincere heart car~
rieth no defign along with him in hishearey
but the Glory of God, and his own and o-
thers {piritual and eternal good. This is
the defign of the fincere heare inall his
undertakings both towards God and Men ,
and thisis Gods defign rin all his undepey-
kings, efpecially on the new Covenaiit ac-
count, hisown Glory and ehe Salvation of
Sinners; and this the fincere heart jis_prin-
cipled with: Pfal. 119. 95 1haveremembrod
0 Lard thy name inthe night, and bawe kepr. thy
Luw; thit is 2 good keeping of the Law of
God that flows from the remembrance of
his name, Mal. 3.16. There was a book of
remembrance  written for thofe that feared
God and thought upon bis name. The fincéra
(oul int alk his - feekings, ' fecks God and
Chrift as the chiefeft goody dnd feeks the
Glory of the Name of Gad, and his own
and others [Salvation.. Pfali119.94. T am
thine, fave mes for I bave fouglit 1hy Precepts.
So braham and the Saints of old foughta

Country,

éh.24; ;
ched the Parling Luft, he muf} fuffer for




£ €h.2g, Of Sinceritys
gf Country, Heb 11, 14. They that fay fuch
o things Plainly declare thas they [eek a Country,
1heSaints may, yea,they ought to be feek~
Ing after the Heavenly Country, .the Hea-
venly City,and to have refpeét 1o the vecom=
pence of reward, ver, 26, to their own fal-
vation, and the falvation of others, 1 Cor.
16,33, : :

But the Hypocrites defign is to keep up
avifible Profeffion for his own honour and
efteem among men,defigning himfelfinall,
making his Profeffion a Cloak to cover his
{ecret Abominations, either covetoufnefs
as  Fudas, they make ita Cloak, for Covetouf=
nefs, 1 Thef. 2. 5. Or for Malitioufnefs, 1 Pet.
2.16, orat beft defigns his own honour
and efteem with men, for they love the praife
of men more then the praife of God. But fin-
cere fouls can acquit themfelves of fuch
things, and abhors fuch defigns as thefe,
but defigns to approve themfelves to God,
“}flhatevcr men think, fpeak, or do againft
them,

he is the fame at all times, andin all pla-
cesyand in all. companies, time and place
changes him neg, P[. 119.20, My foul breaketh
for. the longing it hath 1o thy Fudgments at all
times, ver(:33. Teach me () Lord theway of thy
Statutes and 1 fhall keep it to the end, ver.

44. So fball Tkeep thy Layw continually for ever -

' and ever,

But the Hypocrite is much for timeing
his

4. A fincere heart is conftant with God, ﬁd
Go

427
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428 : - Of Sincerity. Ch.24
his fervice,{erveGod in profperity,but turn’
away 1n adverfity, Mat. 13.20, 2¢, {eem to
be good in good company, but bad in bad
company 3 Religious With the Religious,
and Prophane with the prophane ; the Hy-
POC“tC will be for God while it may ﬁjand
with'his honour and profit, but when thag
failes, his Religion.is loft, like thofe, Mal.
3. 14. that faid it is in vain to_ ferve God, and
what profit is it that we bave kept his Ordingnces
and walked mownfully before the Lord of  Hoge -
they are all for worldly profit, ‘gain is
their beft' Godlinefs, but Gratious, Souls
fee a gain 1o true ‘Godlynef(s, though ob-

rained in worldly lofs. edinn

5. Defien 8. The defign of the fincere heartis to
to pleafe pleafe God inevery thing that he 'doth and:
God. ro approve himfelt to God, “he will choofe
father to” crofs  the wills”of ‘the Wwhole

world ttien the will of God, and yer will
Jeafe'men too, {o far'as may be, and not

: Hifoleafe” God 5 fincere Chiiitians in' cheip’
) non=conformity to the world, it is not to
“pleafe, their own fancies and humours Cas.

2 c{'cm,e Il’ﬂdglne) but lt"ls tO plcuf'e Qod, to’
e 'to his word andiw}ll,ﬁﬂl. LAY CE Dy P
‘ow pleajemen or God, &¢. If Ipleafe ‘men y
ould'not be' the Servant quod, 1 Thef 4.1,
Fhat as ye bave receivefqu us, bow ye ought to
walll and pleafe God, &c.1 Joh. 2. 22, 7 Cor.”
32170 Fhat is a Son-like frame indeed,
that defigns to pleale his Father in’ all*
“things ;- the Sincere “Chrifttan would ‘noe

i dif-




Ch.24.. Of Sincerity.
difpleafe God for a world, he had rather
difpleafe men, and* himfelf tog (I mean
flefhly felf) thendipleafe’ God. .

But Hypocrites defign is to pleafe men;
* and to pleafe their own humours, they do
what they do to be feen of men; the Hypo-
crite ifhe praysit is to be feen of men, ifhe
give,itis to be feen of men, to haveap-
plaufe of men, that is his end, and if that
be accained,he hath his reward, Mit. 23+ 5
But all their works they do to be feen of men, .ch.
6.1, 5. The Hypocrite if he can keep but

juft fo much Religion as may continue his -

cfteem among the Profeffors of his way and
time, he looks no more, unlefs it be the
vain glorious, glofling, talking, (and it
may be) preaching Hypocrite,

429

6. The great care ofa Sincere Chriftian, Lok e-
is to look to the heart, to have the heart fpecially 0
right with God, he knoweth that the beart the boart-

is deceitful, and that God requireth the
heart, and will have the heart or nothing 3
and therefore whatever be doth, be doth it
beartily as to the Lord 5 and mourns when he
finds the heart wanting and wandering; he
hates @ divided Hypocritical heart, he be-
lieveth with the heart, loveth God with

the heart, prayeth with the heart, obey--

eth with the heart, Ren.16.17. he accounts
no fervige well done where the heart 1s
wanting, ‘

But the Hypocrite isa ftranger to heart
work and heart fervice, he troubles not

him=.
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7. 1Is moﬁ
at howe

. x oo,

Of Sincerityy Ch.2q,
him(elf with that work, the moft he doth
is to bring his body to the fervice,and his
head it may be, but for the heart he'take;

no care for that, heis a ftranger to fuch
work, Ezck 33: 31+ VVttb their mouth they
fhew much love, but their beart goeth after  theiy
covetoufnefs, Se€ Mat. 15. 8. Plal. 78.36,37,
I bey did flatter bim‘ wifb their mouth, and they
Iyed to bim with their ‘Tongues, for their bears
wius ot vight with bim 3 I bws the Hypocrites - in
beart beap up wrath, Job.36. 13. For Hy~
pocrifie Iyeth in the heart; and Sincerity
is in the heart, it isan honeft andcgood
heart, AN .
7. 'The Sincere Chriftiantdwelleth moft
at home, looks moft to the ftate of his own
(oul, keepethhis own Vineyard, dreffeth
that, and watcheth his own heart and his
. own words; and ways, and warreth againdt
his own finsand finful nature,judgethhim-=
{elf for his own mifcarriages, cryeth-out,
O wretched man that Lam, (not buc that fin-
cere fouls feeth and reproveth, and mounn-
eth for others fins 5 but his firft, his great
work isat home, to keep things 1 ‘ordep
ghere ; hefaithwith the Prophet, Plal gy,
a. Aoainft thee only bave I fimmeds and with the
Publican, Lord be merciful togne & Sitmer,  He
{aich with the Prophec, Pfal. 119. 5.0 thyt
my. ways wire di_eé?e_ﬁrd to keep: thy Statutes.
But the Hypocrite 15 moft abroad, quick-
fighted to fee intc others failings; buc
biind ac home, cryeth peace to- his ewn

foul -
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foul withont ground, his great work is e
be hnding fault abroad, he'cryeth not, 0
wretched man thas 7 am, but O wretched man
that thou arts heis quick fighted into the
fins of others, that his ewn may be co-
vered, or at leaft leffened in his confcience
accoune; an Hypocrite will fooner fee a
Mote in his brothers eye then a Beam in his

own.

Lord above all, {o he cleaveth (net only
in word, and in tongue, but in deed, and
in truth) to the Dodrine of Chrift, the
Word of the Gofpel, as hisalone ground
of faith, and rule of obedience, and dare
not for aworld to fwervé fromit, either
to hisown or others inventions, 1 Foh.4.6.
He that knoweth God bearetb us, he that is not of
God hearetb not us 5° berghy know we the fpirit of
truth and she [pivit of errour, 2 Joh. ver. 9.
Whofoever tranfgre(feth and abideth not in the
Dodirine of Christ, hatbnot God 3 but be that abi-
deth in the Podirine of Chrift, bath both the Fa-
ther and the Sop. :

- Bur Hypocrites whatever they pretend
in word, ofowning the Doétrie of Chrift,
Ler eafily turn from it, preferring cheir
own inventions and imaginations equall
with, if pot above the Doftrine &f the
GOfp_cI, Mat. 15. 7. _Yeijocrite,r, &ec. ver.g.
In vz 4, they worfbip me, teaching for dogirine
the cammagdements of men, Ifa, 29, 13. The-

fear

8. The Sincere Chriftian as he believeth 8. #e cles-

: sveth the vethto the
in the Lord, and loveth and obeyet Deffrine of

chrift.



9. They
fove Gods
things for
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fear sowards-me is taught by the Precepts of
et ‘

God takes them to be Hypocrites thaw
pretcnd to own him ;md his word, undin~
deed own the Precepts of men,” and cheir

“own inventions inhis worfbip, .- = o3 ke
9. Sincere Chriftians love Gods things
for his fiake, his word, his ways and! Opdi-
nances, becaufe it is his,y \gccaufe itHath His'
ftamp upon it, and {piritin it 1oves Yifs
pcople Lecaufe they are his, and have s
{pint in them, and his name upon theny,
and fo loves all whom the Lord loves, tha
.Poor»Saiutsas well as. the rich, they thag
ave alive, as wellas they that are dead, the
they fee and know,as wellas them they ne-
yer faws, &¢. .. : ‘
But Hypocrites love is to fome, for

 fome bafe and by end, and not to all, or te

che dead Saints, but not to the living; Hy-
‘pocrites preterid a great deal of love to the
deceafed Saints which they never faw, but
hate and petfecute the living Saints, who
defive to be the Followers of thofe who_through
faith and patience inberit the promife.. Hypo-
crites will pretend to be. the greateft lo-
vers of dead Saints,none love them as ther-
{elves. they will honour them,every one of
chem fhall have a day dedicated to him in
hionour; Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s day, 8¢
" yea, and it may be adore and pray to them'
make them their interceflors, but hate :uui
penfecuce therl thatare alive, whom th‘e)}
{ee
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feeand know, and that toc. . -caufe they -
walk in the fteps of the decealed Saints.
€ may eafily judge what love fuch have
%o Jefis Chrift and the Apoftles (if they
Were alive, they fhould quickly find and
eal their love)thatare fo friendly to their
followers in Faithand Patiences thus did
the Hypocrites of old Mar. 23. 29, 30, 31.
Woe unto you Scribes, Phari fees, and Hypocrites,
Becaufe ye build the Tombs of the Prophets, and
garnifl the Sepulchers of the vighteons, and ey,
if'we bad been in the days of our F athers we would
#ot bave been partakers with them in the blosd of
the Prophets, HPherefore ye be witne(Jes unto your

e Jelves that ye are the children of them that' killed

the Prophets. They witnefs that they are
the Children.of the Perfecutors (not by
nature, but) by the fame {pirit, children in
blood and perfecution, therefore Hypo-
crites, inpretending to love Saints that
are gone , -whom they never {aw, but
hate them they fee, and would as truly
hate and perfecute them they never aw,
if they were prefent, as they do thofe
thatarealive and prefent with them.

10. And finally the honeft hearted fin- ro. #e is
cere Chriftian is fruitful, be beareth the word fruitful,
of God and keepeth it, and bringeth forth fruit
with patience. He knoweth that hereby God
15 glorified, Fob.15.8.and that his account
fhall be thereby advantaged in the day of
account, phil.g. 17. They bave their fruit unto
kolinefs, and the end everlafting life, Rom.6 22.

¥ Fven




2, The ad-
vantages of ty al

{incerity.

Of Sincerity, Chia 4‘ |
Even the [ruit of righteoufnefs that is by Felus
Chyift, 1o the praife and glory of God. Phil. 1.1t
Fruitfulin every good work, and increafing in the
knowledge of God 5 it s the fruitlels rree'ehge
sl becat down. - But the Hypocrite s
A fruitlefs brancli, an empty vine that brjp,
eth forth fruit #0 bimfelf 5 he never goes ot o
above
hg‘g;‘,‘iﬁ, ut brings forth no fruit toGod,
no fruit to_ mer, no fruit for thegood o
his own foul, unlefs it be the fruic" of pj
Hypocrifie, thatis woeand wrath. The Hy-
pocrite in bears doth beap up wrath ; Wae 1o yo0.!
Scribes, Dharifces, Hypocrites, ye Serpents,
Generation of Vipers: bow can ye efeape the dan?'e
nation of hell. Mat. 23.29.33. -}
2. T thallfhew the advantages of finceri-
\d honefty of heart, to God-ward, 3,
the New Covenant of his Grace. e
r. Sincerity of heart to God, is thye
which renders all the weak and imperfeg
{ervices of his people acceptable to him
not as the meritorious caufe, that is alope
in Chrift.Jefuis, and for his fake, both oy
perfons and {ervices are accepted in the belo.
ved, Epb. 1. 6. But in him ; neitherare gy

. perfons nor fervices accepted without fip-

" ceritys, feigned faith, and love, and obed;-"

ence is pot accepted, it muft be (a5 yoy

have heard before) heare faith, heart love,’

and heart obedience, that God accepts. in
Chriftand for his fake’s this of fincerity
and troch 1n the inward parts, God defiretiy

Cand

himfeltifeeks himfelfinal] ¢hae -
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and accepteth in all things,according 1o what
we bave, and not according to what wehgve 1ot
eak and imperfr& fervices are accepted
wherpe fincerity 'is, this {weetens all our
ferviccs, keeps the foul humble and holy,
Wwith a dayly dependance on the Grace that
18 1n, Chrift Jefus.  God (in Chrift Jefus)
covers the;many failings, and accepts the
Weak fervices of his upright ones 5 David
4 man of many failings, yet being uprighe
and fincere, -he was owned of God to be
& Man. after bis own heart : fincerity of
heart . makes us after Gods- own heart;
he delights. ins owns, and approves of
fincere fouls, +he " takes them -for - his
own, with all their weakneffes and imper=
feétions. - ‘ ' ‘ :
But Hypocrifie marrs ally it is as  the
dead Fly inthe Box that caufeth all the Oyntimens
to flink;. The Hypocrite may to vifible ap=
pearance in outward thew, exceed the fin-
cere foul; as the Pharifee did the Publican,
'€ may preach, and pray, and converfe ac
{uch g rateyas if he were an Angel of light,
ora Minifter and man of righteonfnefs,and
yetbean Hypacrice all the while, proud
and felffecking, defigning himfelfand his
own ends inall’3and this fpoilethall; God
OWhs not any perfon under heaven, for

{uch external painted excellencies, though -

men fomerimes (through, weaknefs) may.

admire them, and th
felves,  yet God owns not,. on any fucl
F¢ 2 dccount

they may admire them- *

%
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ount, fee Mat.7.22,23. L‘ukc 13. 18,

ace

16. :

5. Sincerity of heart éo‘l‘-‘é"‘“df?o"d in
he faith, gVes great boldnefs.: o the
tﬁ;fﬂ Gefo;e %he Lord, both here and ‘here-
““‘;‘”chr the fincere heart can appeal to
o Lord in the moft difficult cafe, when
the Hypocrite muft fink in his fpirit, fo
I’Iezekiab') I(‘. 38- 2’ 3" Reﬂum”ﬂl‘ Lal‘d bow I
Bave walked before thee in truth, and with a per-
&1 beart, @c. and Fob in his great tryal

was fupported and bold on this account, |

"Fobe 13- 155 16. Iwill ﬂ_ldimaiit mine o wag
bffbrf bim, fof an Hypacy ite jba.ll-iwt'come. bff(ll’e
him, and 31+ 6. Let me be weighed:in an, eyen
ballance, that God may know mine integrity,

0 the boldnefs of a' fincere foul ; thae
dares to appeal to the Lord in the mat-
Ler, and to fay as Peter, Lord thou kgumﬁ all
things, thou kuoweft I love thee.

But the Hypocrite faints andfinks when
God deals with him, Prov. 28. 1. Thewicked
flee when nse pur fue, but the vighteous: are bold
a5 a Lyon. L8
2. Hereafter in the day of accounts, the

sreat day of the Lord, who may abide it ;
fincerity then will be warth ‘the: world.
then fhall the righteous, fincere uprjghE

" ones, fland with great boldnefs: before - the Lord.

1 Foh. 4. 17 Hlerein is onr. love made perfect " |

‘that we may bave boldnefs inithe duy of Fiudy-
ment. HypOCrlteS'fhz’J‘l then be afiamed
' . and
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and confoniided, they fhall be_[pecchlefs, the
- Ungodly fhzll' oot Stand in the Fudgments vior
Sinners in the Congregation of the fuihs then
they fhall be  afhamed and confounded in
- their pwn . fpitits, knowing themfelves 1o
be H pocrites, and the Congregation of Hypo-
crites floall ke defolate, JobT15. 34. See ifd.

33.14. will preferve the foul pure

. Sincerity wi
to%}od1t‘1-om fin, and keep the {foul clofe

and conftant to God in duty. 1. It will

preferve from fin, it 15.a wonderful pre-

Terving vertue, afincere heart would not

fin againft God fora world, it not only

Preferves from  the common fins of the

tifeand place, but from the fins of mens

callings and, relations; and from the fins

thar men are By nature moft inclined unto,

Pfal. 8. 33. 23. Iwas alfo upright before bim,

and I kept my felf from mine iniquity. Sincéri- -
ty will keep fouls from the itiiquity of
théirndtiires, to which theyare moft in-

clined, it will pluek out the right eye, and

cur off the right band ; but Hypocrifie muft

have that {pared and kept alive.the darling

luft. muft live, though in the death of
thé owner thereof, Pful. 25. 21. Let

integrity and uprightnefs preferve me, for Iwait
on thee,

2. Tr will keep the foul  conftant and
clofe to God is duty, it makes conftience
of every duty and fervice, privateand pub-
lick;and keepsthe foul in a right frame in

F {3 the
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Of Sincerity.
the performance  thereof, that is, holy,
, humble, uwfull, believing,a’nd rcjoycing in
the Lord,its that will tend to.compleat the
foul in al] the will of God; fincerity goes
through with the work, -does ‘not half i¢
“with God, nor. turn back in the'day of
tryal, but the Hy pocrite is fleeting,and in-
"confrant, will not pray always, doth nothing
“in confcience and love to the Lord, efpeci=
“ally to private work and duty he'is a ftran-
wger, looks not at the frame of his {pirit in
the work, but is too and fro, faft andloofe
with God, fuitable to the time, occafion,
and advantage of Profefiion,
. Obj. Sincerity L perceive is a chioice ver-
fue, and all without it is nothing, bue I
find. that. I have much _avnd many of the
‘(ympton.‘s'- of hypocrifie in thofe difcove-
Yies,at beft I come fhort in many of thofe
ten particulars ‘mentioned, (I therefore)
fear how it 1& with me 3 ! would not be 3
Hypocrite. for a world, can 'you fay any
thing gureher abaut this midtter , that'T
might more clearly and certainly know
mine eftate? 1 it 2
. Anf. What T have faid as to the dlf'c"overy
of the fincere foul from the Hypocrite, is
plainand full, yet Ifhall mention two or
chree things more.

1. A fincere foul dreads to be 3 Hypo-
crite, he would not be a Hypocrite for all
the world,he fears Hypocrifie as he doth a-
ny otherfin; this is the experience 'of all

fincere

Chaay |
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“fincere Chriftiats, - they watch ‘theip- hearts
Jincthis macters and keeps up a holy  jealou-
fie.of themfelves; Decaufe they Know that
~theé hear ¢ is decéitful and treachcrous 52 nd
itherefore prayethias the Propher: Pfal.1 19-
+29:: Renique feom metheway of lyiiigy and yrant
me:thy Law graciouflyy aid in & ‘gracsous fucere
‘heart 5 he knows thar” whatfoever! is dohe
in Hypocrifie; will prove but: ailyecin the
end, and therefore dreads to bea Hypo-
crite,and faith _as the Prophet, v. 163. I
have and abhor lying, but thy law do Ilove.,

2. Wearero diftinguith between being a
Hypocrite and Hypocrifie ; Hypocrifieis a
fin of pature that all are inclined unto ;
there is the feed ofall fin in the nature of

_it, in the Saints, and but in part mortified,

-the difference -lyeth in this; the fincere
heart defireth and defigneth truth and fin-
cerity in all, he would not be a Hypocrite
nor have any hypocrifie to have any being
in him, bur the Hypocrite defigns Hypo-
<rifie,and {o profeifeth himfelfto be what
he is not, and doth, or eafily might know
himfelfto be a Hypocrite.

The fincere heart warches himfelfin the
matter to find it out, and warreth againft
it, and mourneth in the fenfe of his naturg!
inclinations on that accountshe judgeth ic,
and Joaths himfelffor itas forany other e-
vil:Pride and Hypocrifie will be appearing;
but its the fouls griefand hus defire and en-
deavour is againft it.

Ffj4 TTat




Of Sincerity. " Chsza;
. But the Hypocriteis inhis Element let
_ his defign be anfweredand he hath his ::nd,
he :rou%lcs‘ not himfelf abo.ucﬁncerigy,. Ar
_ifatany time confcienceaccufe, he feap-
_ ches not to the quick tofind oue the trygt,
of the accufation, in arder to: deliverance,
- but ftills and ftifle? .conv;thns;, and 'wijl-
ling ly filences confcience;laying ¢ to '
\;'?ﬁlgut any cure of the malady;g A0 “f:le.cp
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"I“ Hough Ele&ion be firft in order of
time, yet not {o in manifeftarion, re-
lating either to God or man; God doth
manifeft it in time,- and man comes to un=
derftand ic after believing, 1 Zhef. 1. 4.
My manner and method of fpeaking to this
' great truth thall be, 1. To fhew from
- Scripture what Ele&tionis ; Eledtion is the
choofing and defigning of fome out of the
limp of mankind, for the end by the Ele-
&or determined ; I take Eleftion, fore-
knowing and choofing, 'to be all one in
fenfe and fubftance, and' thefe are the
Scripture terms about the matter, Rom. 8.
29.8c11.2.5.7. Eph. 1.4. '
To Ele& or choofe in the common

‘ ‘feuf‘e ofall men, imports a taking of fome,
and leaving others, it cannot import the
ele&ing and choofing ofall, as fome ima-
gine, for in common fenfe,that is no choo-
fing where all are taken, for where fome
are chofen others are left, Mat. 22. 14.
Many ave call’d but few are chofen ; {o that int
the common fenfe of all men, divine and
humane, we muft underftand Ele&ion tt)O
¢
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« Of 'Eletion. Ch.zg,

be a choofing of fome perfons out of (or

from among ) many, to the end determined
by the choofer. : ’

2 That God 3, That, God hath eledted and chofen

bath elefted v e for himfelf from among men,and thar

e before the world was, i. e. from Eternity ;

this appeareth from Scripture, 1 Pef, 1,72,

Flett according to the fore knowledge of God the

Father, &c.: or fore-ordained, as the fame

‘word is rendred, zer. 20, or.fore-decreed,

or as its rendred, Rom 8. 29: Fere-knog,

“swhom be did fore-kuow &, that is; decree op

‘ ordain, and this for knowledge, ordainmg

/ "and decreeing about the falvation of fome

“inen and women muft be:before time, Epp,

31 1. 4, According s be bath chofen  us in him, be-

. fove the foundatjon of the worldy, that is, from

“Erernity, it1s Gods eternal willing OT pur-

“poling to fave fomein the way by hini. de-

germived. < 'a S8 Bk f9idl e

"+ Obj. Thischoice feems to be in time, for

they are. chofen in Chrilt Fefuy and none

442

are accounted to be inimbeforeand wigh-_

ounbtdaith..01 oniy o Lok
. Anfw, Its one thing to be  attually in
Chrift. by, faith, and anotherto be. elefted
and chefen in him beforethe, world was ;
faith ,is the demonftration, and (in fome
meafitre) theaccomplifhmentofthis choice
or-elo&ion, which was in, Chrift Jefus, ‘Le-
- fore theyworld began, or for his fakede-
oreed, ver, S.. Having. Predefiinated us, (or
betore fet us apart) watp the adoption of Chil-
dren
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Ch.25. Of Elediion.
dren by jgfu;'cbrifi to bizhfelf, according to the

| good pleajure of bis will.” Where is a Prede=

ftination unto the Adoption of Children,
before the Adoption was accomplifhed,
and that according to the good pleafure of bis
will, which he purpofed in himfelf; and its
-without all queftion, that in all things,and -
in relation to all perfons, about this great
work of Salvation, He worketh all things ac-
cording to the councell of bis own will, ver. 1T,
And why thould we not believe the truth
of God inrelation to Ele&ion before time,
(it being {o plainly ftated in Scripture) as
well as believe the truth of that word, Tit.
Y. 2. In hope of Eternal life, which God that can-
#ot lye, promifed before the world began ;' If God
made promifes to us in Chrift Jefus before
the world began, why fhould ‘we think it
ftrange for him to ele or choofe for him-
feltbefore the world began ? 2. Tim. g}
Who bath faved us and called us with "an holy
éalling, not according to our works., butaccording
20 his.own purpofe and grace which was ' givén s
" i Chiift Fefus before the World beganiall which
demonftrates this truth,that true'believers
are,’ but wige they were Eleéted and de-
figned to before they were, and that they
do, nor fhall enjoy any thing but what was
promifed them in Chrift Jefiis, before the
World was.

But 2. Ifwe thould letit pa for cupranit
as fome would have it, (which we may not
doe) that is, that Ele& perfons were not

AT ]
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in any fence cotifidered as in Chrift{Jefus,
before and_withoue faith, yet the choice
was before the foundation of the World; fore-
ordained to believing, to fan&ification, fo
that it anfwers not theend. for which i
is objedted: And further, Rom.9. 23. thofe
Elefted chofen ones are‘calllc‘d\, the effels of
mercy which_be: bad afore prepared to glory
411 which confirms the truth ofEle&tion be-
fore time, « -, e Dl e ]

3. That this Ele&ting, Chqoﬂng, De-
creeing, and Ordaining love of God, ‘was
(as re(pefting the per{ons {o chqfen and e=
leéted) without any repedk to any fore-
feen faith, or grace,or good m them, as the
preceeding meritoriols canfe of eledion,
(ifany merizor.ous caule at ally it muft he
in Chrift Jefus, 1 whom andfor whole fake
che eleftion was) the rruth hereofappeays;
fhat it was not for our gOOd“eﬁ% faith, op

holynefs, 2 Tim- X9 Nat according to oy
sperks, but according 10 his oz purpofe aud grace
that w8 givenus in Chrift fefus; &c. And
Ront. 11,5, Lhere s & Yemuang according 1o the
Filedtion of Grace, -and if it be of Grace, then
it is not of work, as the Apoftle reafons it,
YEr . Ve y : - 1 .
. 0bj. Though it be not of works as the
meritorious caufe, yet it may be of works
as _thcconditioml'cmfe, as tn the matter of
Juftification. : :
" Anfw. Though Faith; &c. be the condis
tion of Juftification (according to the faw

of'

|
|

|
|
|
|
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Ch.35. Of Elettion.

of thé new Covenaiit). which is effedted in
time; yet it is not the condition of eledti-
ons the realons thereofare, i A

1. Becaufe its no where frated in th_e
Scriptures, as_the condition of Election,
as Faith is the condition of Juftifica-
‘tion. ’ '
». Becaufe in reafon it cannot be, for

Ele&ion and choice was before time; and: -

fo could not be on the condition of what
we had not, we were not, nor had not
faith when Ele&ed, therefore faith would
not.be the conditional caufe ofan a& paft
in God. before the fuppofed condition
thereofwas in being, that could not be
either the meritorious or conditional caufe
of fuch an a& ; o that its evident that Ele-
&ion was of Grace and not of Work,where-
as Tuftification is not till we believe and o-
bey the truth.

4. Towhat perfous are eledted,and that
‘is to believe and obey the Gofpe’l, to bcpérf{;:w;:u‘;;
holy here, and happy hereafter, 1 Pet, 1,2.cledicd.

Eleit, Se. Through Sanctification of the Spiris
unto Obedience: Qbedience as the e};d, wlﬁch’
includes faith and love, and all the divine
vertues and duties of the Gofpel, through
(on by.), the San@ification of the Spirir 5 hence
faith is faid to be, The faith of the operation ojr
God, Coli 2. 13+ Eph. 1. 4. The end of the
eternal choice'is defcribed to be; Thar we
might be boly, and that we might [hew forth the
Praifesof bim that batk called usons of d:ziknéfs

nte




5.How men
may know t

Of Eleciion. Ch.2¢
into bis marvellows light, 2 Thef, 2.13. God
bath from the beginning ehofen you to falvation,
Fam. 2.5. By all which It appears, thar
the end of God in his Ele&ting grace was,
that he might have a holy,obedient peple,
that might fhew forth hls({);alfe, and be -
rernally faved and glorified in the world to
come. ‘
5. How perfons may.  come to know
heir Ele&ion of God, and that they are of

eheir Ele- the number ofhis Elected ones ; God hath

#Hon.

in his word opened a way by which hjs
people may in a good and comfortable
meafure know their Election, 1 Thef.x. 4,
_Knowing, Brethren, Beloved, your Eleclion of God,
But how may we know our Ele&tion of
God ? Anfw. When Gods ends of Ele&ion

are-effected in us,by that we may and mnft

wit, if ever we rightly. kKnow it, whep
lfég{)th, Love, Holynefs, &¢. 1s eiﬂf&ually
wrought in us, by that we read our Ele-
&ion, the effets of ele&ing Grace wronghy
in us, and this the Apoftle clears, having

* afferted their knowing of their Elc&ion,

wer.4.he difcovers how they came to know
it, ver. 5,6. by the effeftual work of the
Gofpel in them, Gods fhedding abroad bis luye

in the beart, and uniting the heart to him-

felfin truth of faith and love, ‘is the alope

way by which Chriftians may read their
Eledtion. Sothe Apoftle for himfelf, x Tit.
1. declares himfelfto be an dpofile, after the
Faith of Gods Elelt. And how does he prove

that ?
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‘_“ G.h.2§3"; Of Eleéiivn,
M thar 2 By the acknowledgment: of - the tryek

which s after Godlimefs : and perfons thac
pretend to, know. their Election of Ged

i any other way, -deceive themfelves.

' 6. The Reafors why God Elefted fome 6- 7’:’,};‘“-

3 0
to Salvation before the world was, are, 1.7

i . his love, his,(pecial love s its true that God fyme.

had 2 Jove to all markind, for they were,
and are his, he made the nature of all‘in
the firft man, and determined the being
or perfons of all in time,and loved all, Fob.

3. 16. God fo loved the world  that be gave his

Son, &c. But hereinis difcovered his {pe-
cial everlafting love, Fer.31.3. Tea, Ihave
loved thee with an everlafting love,&c. and this
is the new Covenant love, a profife of
Gofpel grace to the Spiritual Seed, as ap-
peareth Chap, 30. 10, to the end, and chap.

31. throughout, here is the great and {pe-
ciallove of God and of Chrift, who lved
the Church and gave bimfelf for it, Eph. 5. 25,

Even the Univerfal Church of the Firs

Born, whofe names are written in Heaven, Heb.

8§14k 2 3%

2. That his defign of Salvation bﬁ Jefus
Chrift might not be altogether fruftrated,

and come to nope effeét, for fuch was the
Metamorphis and change made .in man by
the Devil, and Sin in the Fall, being gone
out from God, that he would never be wil-
ling rightly to return to him again, and
this the Lord forefaw > and therefore it

ftood
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faisfied 5

Of Eleltion, Ch. 2

‘froodwith the honour of his ' whéle name
to choofe fome in: his'So, to be made par-
‘takers of the life defigned by him, thae (5
our Lord  Jefus might not fuffer in vain,
but might fee of the Travelof his foul angd pe
it would have been infinitely pe-
low, and unbecoming - an ‘infinite God
to have entered upon fucha work of ey
lorious concernment to his own mme
and the good of finners, and 't be offe.
&ed by fo wonderful a way, as the fuffep.
ings of hisown Son ; without a cereaip
fore-knowledge ofits event, yea,and with-
‘out the certainaccomplifhing of the whole
2fter the councel of s own will, and toq
Jow and baféthoughts are theyin mep ¢g
“think the contrary,as ifGod fhould 20 2=
bout fuch a'work as aman, nog determi~
ning the event before the undertaking fy
which all his defign and Chrifts {ufferings
might, nay, necelfarily would have beey,
in vain, that nian was gone out from Gog
{o 25 not (by his own will) to returnagqin
is evident, not only by experience, but by
Scripeure, Pf. 81. Y1 fob 21. 14, 1g,
Prov. 1.24,25. Rom. 3..11. 10 17, wit}
wany like Scriptures to this purpofe ;
wherefore it was neceflary  that Gegd
fhould give fome to Chvift, Fobu 6. 39,
(which are his Eleéted ones) thar chey
might obtain the falvation defigned
and be might not beftow all his laboup

and
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and fufferings in vain, 7f¢: 49-4; 5, 6: read
it at your leafure,and confider itwell. o

Obj.. If God hath Ele&ted fome, I1t0bj
feems contrary to the ‘Scripture. that faith
he is no refpecter of perfons, &¢.

Anfw, 1ts true that God is no refpelter 4nfmw.

of perfons ', that is, of Jews above the
Gentijes, which was the prefent occafion
of thofe words, nor of any perfon one
above another ( according to the ufual
refpe& among men ) i. e. for any good
¥y nature in one more then another,
for all were in their blood, that is, in
their fin alike, enemies alike, and alike
mifergble. But fome he purpefed to
magnifie his Mercy on to life, and fixes his
choice on them according to his own
will , without any refpe& of perfon ;
that is, of Goodlynefs of Perfon, Beauty,
Wifdom, Strength, Honour, Riches, good
Nature, or the like, but rather the con-
traryy See 1 €or. 1. 26,27, 28, 29. Fam.
2. 5. and that from his own will and plea-
fure, Luke 20. 21. awonderful and hidden
miftery itis,

3. That he might glorifie the riches.
of his mercy in, faving fome ; as well
as of his Juftice in condemning others.
Rom, 9. 23. That he might make known
the Riches of bis Glory on the Veffels . of
Mrcy, which he bad afore prepared “ta Glo-
*y 5 Ephe. 1. 4, 5, 6. this was the ut-
: G moft
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moft and final defign of God, to glo-
rifie’ the Riches of his Grace Eter-

nally, in the Veflels of Mercy prepared
to Glory.
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