Of Reprobation.

)

CHAP. XXVL
Of Reprobation.

, :
Eprobation I take to be non-eleétion,
R and I dare not underftand it furcher s

for {o here is Mercy and Juftice wonder ful-
1y exalted in a way of righteoufiefs : [do
‘not find reprobation,as attributed to God,
in this matter, in the terms: thereof in the

Scripture; and * (I fuppofe that) all the
fayings in the Scripture that feems equiva-
lent to it, may bevery fafely underftood in

this fenfe; as Prov. 16. 4. He made the
‘wicked for the-day of wrath, i. ¢. he knew they
‘would be wicked, yet he made them; and
defigned them for their wickedne(s unto
‘wrath, Rom. 9.21522. The eleét he defigned
unte honeur, and others he left to them-
felves, and the means afforded, that conti-
nue impenitent, he defigned to dithonour:

for God faw the end of all, and difpofed

‘all'to fuch ends ag will be for his own Glo-
tys Fude, ver 4. The Apoftle fpeaks of

eertain men that were of old ordained to this con-

d‘emnagzon 5 that ‘is, - God ‘fore knowing

them in their fins, ordained them to con-

demnation : T'dare not think that 'God re-

probated any, but in-relation to their ob-

Ggz frinacy
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Ywo parts

in Reproba-

ions

“ which is mood, by hisfin, yet not the pow-

Of Reprobation. Ch.26. Q

ftinacy and conftancy in fin 3 none fhall be P
damned from the decriment counfel, with- i
out relation to their fins 5 nor hath any a& !
paft in God to caufe them to fin, but ‘men i
are the caufe of thir own deftru&ion, M
though God for heir fin hath defigned i
them to it 3 fothat God will wonderfully i
exalt him(elf in his Juftice and Mercy op b
thisaccount. v el gl b"“
Reprobation hath two paresinie, 5. A i
non-cle&ion, that is,a leaning to themeans |

atforded, which is full of all fufficiency to | ?Ifld
five all,if they have hearts and grace .to

‘make ufe thereof : 1fay they are left to the l {:;d
‘means, to: believe, &c. or not believe, at | i
their own will and choice,and at their oty | ’
peril s and fo he propoundeth the Gofpel | yg,
‘to all without relpedt, effe&ing the terms | 1;h‘
of life therein propounded , where and | n"
‘when he pleafeth : but 1o aét of God hin- |
dreth any man, but according to the pub- f

‘Jick miniftration of the Gofpel, he willeth p"
_shat all fhould be faved, by coming to the | ‘
knowledg of the truth; and this will towards | ’(H
all, he effefts in whom he will, and leaves

others to their. own wills: . though ‘may
Yave loft: the. freene(s: of his will to thae

er ot ‘willing, ‘and God leaves his will free, f
he may' believe, obey, and be faved if he - | vﬂa!
“will, God hinders not, unlefs it be by his | "
Tadicial aft;as a punifhment of formeradts | b&

=4 fnand rebellion-againft him, as' in the :gd
‘ : Hsvitacafe /

\
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Chi26: Of Reprobationr. ,
cafe of Pharash of his own people, fok.12-
39, 40, -And of the rebellious Gentiless
Rom, 'y, 21,--24. Which I call 2 Judictal
hardening, i- ¢-a giving up toan hardene
eltate, ina way of Juftice,as a punifhment
for fin, which is the greateft judfgmeuc that
can. befail perfons in this World, and 1
this he acteth according to his own willy
both in:a way of Judgment and Mercy,
Rom. 9. 16,17, But otherwife God affords
great and bleffed means for man to believe
and be faved : it is the devil and man him-
{elf thae debilitates the underftanding and
will, that it wilk have none of God and
Chnift, of Grace and Life, on the rerms
propounded in the new Covenant, which
13, Repentance, Faith, and new obedience ;
this, man of himfelf will not fubmit too,
nor cannot, becaufe he will not : fee 2 Cor,
4. 4. Fob. 5. 40.and 6. 44.

The fecond part of Reprobation of im-

penitent finners is, they are decreed and

appointed to pain and mifery, to be punifa-
‘j' x:gtb im;laﬂing deftrudinm f{om the prefence.
of the  Lor, 1 s Powper
ek I.’B,,‘g,d from the glory of his Rewer,
~To be fer on the lefe hand, with this
fentence, Go ye curfed into everlafting fire, 5
a punifhment fortheir fin againft God, and
reje&ting Grace in the day of Grace. O
how.does it concern every one then to look
aboug themfelves whiles they haye time
and means, and not profanely to pleads

: G 3 that
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Objedion.

Anfwer.

- Of Reprobation.’ . Ch.z6,
that if they are elefted, they fhall be faved,

Jelive as they lift; if not, they fhall ‘be

damned, do what they can.” Bur know,
that you may believe, obey the Gofpeliand
be faved if you will, if you have hearts o
it, God hinders you fiot, butonthe cons
trary, affords you bleffed means, and gives
ou bleffed ixxvngatlops,atld m?kes you blef=
{ed offers of Life, if you will obey him :
-md will accept you , and perform all'hjs
good word and promifes of Life, 18 yoi
come in, believe, and obey the Gofpel,
But know, that if you refolve to keep your
fine ftill, and fo live as_you lift, and wil
notaccept of Chrift and Life on the termg
of the Gofpel, you are {o far from being
any of the eleét’ ones , that you muft ke
damned, Mar. 6. 15, 16. ;
o4 But ['want the power of coming to
God. I have fometimes a will, but I cannee
accomplifh che work s fin is too hard for
me, hiow then can I come 2
" Anfw. 1. Ordimarily the defet lieth iy
the will ; when once the will and mind ig
really,and in good earneft for God, the
power fhall not fail, for the defe&t |5 i,

the will 5 it may be there may be fome-

times fome convidtions of fin, and appre-
henfions of Grace, with the need thereof:
and willingnefs to enjoy it; but it js bm;
weak and flathy, and foon aver, but 1o

heart-hatred . of fin, but rather a love to

it, and loathnefs to part with its no refi-

lution
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¢ Ch.26.
Mlution' to fet on the work of turning o

Of Reprobation. -

the Lord with the whole heart,and to trufe

him for ftrength therein,and thus the heart -

%4 18 divided ; like thofe the'Lord complains

il

il

A b

of, Hof. 10. 2. Their beart isdivided  now fball
they be found fanlty 5 a double heart is an
eart: the Lord likes not; Fam.1.8. 4
donble minded manis. unftable in all bis wairs ;

f and 4., 8. Purifie your bearts ye double minded.

{ While the will is thus divided, it’s no wen- °

i der if the power be wanting ; Let not fuch

& man think to obtain any thing from: the

‘ I8 Lord,

2. If they will be in good earneft to
turn to the Lord, to believe and ‘obey the
Gofpel, to efckew evil, and to do gord; fet a-
bout the work,and do not fit ftill and com-
plain for want of power, but look to' the
Lord, and he will not be wanting to thee 3
he that hath wrought the will, will not
fail in helping to do, if thou fet heartily a-
bout the work : I thall fay in this as David
faid to his Son in another cafe, 1 Chron, 22.
16. Arife and be doing, and the Lord will be
withthee. God never did, nor never will
damn any man for want of power, but for
want of will, and fo mens deftruction 1s
of themfelves.

458

0%j. But Chrift fizitlﬂ]oh, 6. 44. NomanObjection.

€an come tome, except the Father which bath
fent me, draw bim.

Anfw. True, but ficft God draws by his 4nf®

Word, the Preaching of the Gofpel, and
Gga the




Ch.26

Of Reprobation,

the wooing invitations thereof, is the wy
by whiich he draweth finners to himfeif
thefe are the cords. of bis love by which he
draweth ; Hof. 11, 4. 1 drew them with the

cords.of. a man, with the bonids of foye 4
laid mrf‘.ﬂ before them and this kind o;‘ d:::vf
ing hath -a natural tendency to efedt the
work , if wilfulnefs keep not from ehe
Grace prefented, and invited too.

2. If the work hereby be fo fir effedteq - |

in thee, as a real defire to come to' Chrift
know it is from the drawing of the “Lord’
therefore come to him, fall in with hin
while Be is thus drawing thees the Lorq
calls thee, Matt. 11. 28. Come unto me- g)} e
that are weary and beavy laden, and I'nill ‘o7,
you reft difpute not the power, bur 5,
hearty and willing confent to “imbrace
Chrift Jefus,as thy Saviour and Lord, g¢.
cording to the Gofpel, and the work js
done. ‘




Ch.37.  Of the Church of: Chrift.

GBI PR R T

. Of  the Church of Chrift in the new Coves
nant.

- HE Church of God , under the mi-
i < A  niftration ef the Law, or old Cove-
§ " nant, was the natural feed of Abrabam ;
14 . and {o.the Nation of the Jews to them was

the Oracles and Ordinances given,and them
. did he own for his peculiar people to wor-~

fhip him, his rcop]c in Covenant, and un-
der his difcipline and government.

The Church of God under the mini-

. ftration of the new Teftament, firce the

. death and refurre&ion of the Teftator,
Jefus Chrift, are, or fhould be, the {piritual
feed of Abrabam; that is, true Believers, ;
both of Jews and Gentiles. It’s now no
National Church, but a people gathered
i out of the Nations, to the profefiion of
Faith in Chrift Jefus, and obedience to
/ him, Gal. 3. 28,29. Ad. 10.34,35. Rom.
¢ 3.29.Rev.5.9. -

& But to fpeak more diftindtly of the
/] Church, the word Church (or Aflembly, as
P the Greek word ERkkefie imports) is varis
1 ouflyapplied in the Scripture, o any Al
Al fembly, bad as well as good 5 Afs 19- 3;.\

; 39, °




What the

Church of
@hrift is.

conftituted

U

Ofitke Church of Chrif.  Ch.a
39,41. The fame word is {o tranflated, and
applied to an Affembly met together for
evil.

But when it intends the Church, and
affembly of God, and of Chrift, on the
new Covenant account, (that bcﬁ{ng At we
Sre now about) we may confider it accopd-

/

ing to Scripture, on a three-fold confide-

tlon. :
1. Tt intends a people gatheved oue of
the World by thie miniftry of .the.Go(‘pcl,-
to the vifible profeffion of Faith in Chrift
Jefus, and obedience to him, to Faith and
Holinefs, the Gofpel conftituted Chutch
of Cheift; and this is the Church I efpe-
ciaily-inrend to {peak ofy the vifible coy.
fhtuted Churchof Chrift'; and this is -
ﬁinguifhed into feveral bodies, or congre-
gatioual Affemblies, ungierthe regal Go-
vernment of Chrift their Lord, yielding
profe.‘fcd {ubjefion to Jefus Chrift in his
Laws and Ordinances, as far as they are in-
fiuded therein; every - particular Con-
gregation having “the fame power from
Chrift their Head and Lord 5 not one tg
f.oid it over another, but to help and affift
inlove: and theé Church of Chrift is thye
.g-gth{-‘r(z’d into many particular Affemb}ieg
by rexfon of diftance of place, numbep 0;*
perfons, that they canmot affemble iy one
ora féw Affemblics, but iras many s ave
néceffury for their coming together, and
comfoftable ferving ©f the Dord. That the
S ENQ ; Church
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‘ M Ch.27. Of the Church of Chriff.
aj ‘Churchof Chrift is, or fhould be gathered
il thus; appeareth, 4&. 14. 23. 1Cor. 1. 2.
@4 Gal.x.2, Rev.1.4. All whichproves the
’ f#;a truth afferted 3 and that they had all of
bk ' them the Ordinances of Chrift adminiftred
( W in each Aflembly , as appears evidently

W by the Apoftles reproof and diredtion on
this account, about matters of Order and
Ordinances, as relating to particular Chur-
ches, 1 Cor. 11. and 14. Chapt. Tis. I.5.
Phil. f. 1. Rev. 2 and 3 Chapt.

And this Church in all ics particular A5
femblies is gathered out of the World,
and from the World, te the Lord, by the
Word and Spirit of Chrift, Matt. 28. 19,
20. Mar.16.15, 16, A3.2.471,42,47.and
4.4.and 13.48,49. This was the Apoftles
commiffion, 4&. 26. 17, 18. Which work
was alwaies accomplithed in this way,with-
out , and contrary to the humane power,
who ordinarily hath oppofed this new Co-
venant work of Chrift.

(And what-ever Church'it is that takes
any other Lord or Law-giver befides
Chrift in réligious things, and owns an hu=
mane head either in its conftitution by hu=
mane POWET, ot receiving Laws in matters
of Faith and Worthip, is ilone of Chrift’s
Church, but an Harlot, a Sinagogue of Satait

9. Committing fpiritual fornication with,

the Kings of the Earth, after the manner 0

the Whore of Babilon, Rev.17, 2. and 18;9-
. Taking

who fay they are Jews when they are siot, Rev. 2.
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Of the Cbmcb ,af Chriff. .Ch.,"z;];

Taking the humane power as Head, Lorg

and Law-giver inChrifts concernmenrs,
making them their: ftrengeby fupport and

uphold , perfwading! the: Magifirate ¢q °

3 all that fall not in withirhem, »
m:ngf‘:;:ﬁough Chrift l}atb ordained "that’:
his Church fhould be fubjedi to the py;.
mane powers, in humane and worldly con-
cerns, yet this is that with which: fay are
futisfied,being otherwife perfivaded by the
falfe Church, who delighteth in fornicgy;.
on, and loveth to have another Headiang
Yord than Jefus Chrift.)

And the Churches of Chrift thus g4
thered and conftituted under Chuift, thei,
Head, Lord, and Law-giver, have ap equal
power trom him, with their difting offices
to carry onall the adminiftrations of his
Kingdom ; that is, his Church, accordip
to the rules by him preferibed ;5 - and iR
thefe Churches is God to be worfhipped i,
all his appointments, in {pirit and in truth,
Fob.4.24. 1 Pet. 2. 5. . !

And thefe vifible conftituted Churches
ofthe Gofpel are (or thould be) all Saints,
true Believers ; they do bad fervice, who
to maintain their National Churches, a,d
all Chriftendom, (as called) to be. the uni-
verfal vifible Church, would Perfwade us
that the vifible Church of Chuift haye in it
multitudes of Hypocrites ; though it’s
true, that Hypocrites have been, and; it
like are, and may be.in the true Church of

Chrift,




4 Ch.27. - Of the Church of Chrift.
" Chrift, yet they have no right, and muft
| give an account for their being there, Mar.
22.°12, Lyk, 26.'27. And furely they do
bad work,and draw a bad conclufion trom
the prémifes ; . that is ;, becaufe Chrift's
Church'may have Hypocrites init 3 they
will prerend a Church for him, of openly
profane, and ungodly Hypocrites.

But to prove that the vifible conftituzed
Churches of Chrift are, or thould be true
Believers, this appearcth ;

1..From the way of entrance, which is
by Faith, Repentance, and Baptifm, Mast.
28. 19, 20, Mar. 16. 15,16, Ai. 2. 39,41.

one muft enter but in this way, to let us

¢ to know, that none elfe ought to be
j! dl’“ there. :
;ﬁw 24From the provifion made for them,
f‘“ f  when they are come in, that they may find
Il feeding for their fouls, according to the
promife, Fob. 10.9. Thatis, his holy ap-
pointments that lead to him who'is the true
Bread of Life, for their building up in the
Faith till they cometo Glory, 4. 2.43.
Epb. 4. 11,12, 13. And truly we cannot ra-
tionally, nor religioufly imagine, that he
hach given fuch Gifts, and left us fuch Or-
dinances to build up a company of profane
and godle(s perfons ; I think they are pro=
fane thoughts in thofe that think it,

3. The order he hath left in his Church
to exclude Hypocrites, when difcovered,
evidently declares that he ncver intended

; to

4671



()f the Church of Chriff. ':éh_ 27

to have a Church of Hypocrites, Matt, 13,
15516, 17, 1 Cor. 5. 7,85 13 2 Titi 2. 21
4. It appeareth by the Titles given ro
the Church of Chrift,they are called Saints,
that is, holy ones, fandlified in Chrift Fefy
called to be Saints, holy Brethren, partakers of 10
beavenly calling, the body of Chrift, and meypey,
i particular, a chofen Generation, @ royal Priefy.
bood, an holy Nation, &c. With many like
expreffions, all which do more thay eyi.
dently. demonftrate, that Jefus Chrift pever.
intended to have his Church to be a den of
Hypocrites, and cage of unclean and hate..
ful birds, but to be an holy people,to fhey,
forth his praife in the W orl ,
" This is the vifible Kingdom of Chyift i
this World; though not of the World ;
and thofe powers on earth that oppofe his
rule and gevernment, by his Laws in hie
Church, are,very bad neighbours to him ;
hé is content to let them have the outward
regality, and his fubjeds (on that account)
to be fubjeé tothem, and is a good neigh?
bour to them, and will do.them no Wrong,
but good all their dates, if they would by
be friendly to him and his; for by him j;
is that Kings Reign : butif they will noe
permit him his righe,what will be the iffj;e
is eafy to be difcerned, Pf2.10,11. 13,
2. The word, Church of Chrift | dges
fometimes intend all true Believers in the
World , whether in or out of particulay
conftituted Churches 5 and this is it which

is

=

= =
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Ch.27. Of the Church of Chrig.
is {o commonly called thie invifible Church,
-Which is ‘indeed in (ome fenfe invifible ;
that is; none canicertainly know the true
‘believers, but God alone (2 Tim. 2. 19.7ke
Lord knoweth them that are bis) and noneelle,
16 notthemfelves, fome of them, and at
fome times ; yet in fome fenfe the Church
thus confidered is vifible in the world, and
do vifibly own the Lord, according to the
meafure of means and light enjoyed; the
Church thus confidered I'take to be intén-
ded'in thefe Scriptures; Rom.10. 11,12,13.
I Cor. 1, 2. Epb. 1. 21,22, 23+ where: the
Church is called, The body and  fulnefs of
‘Chrift, Coli 1. 24. and as itis without que-
ftion, that in all ages many of the wvifible
Church inprofeffion have mifearried, be-~
'in% none of'Chrifts body truly, the Church
‘taking its denomination from: the better
piart, thoughallought to be fuch; fo like-
wife we are in charity to judge, thatmany
may be out of the right conftituted vifible
Churchand Churches of Chrift' (that are
Members, ) though its none oftheirvirtue
foto'be ;s God hath his people in Babylor,
¢v.18.4.and his Church (on this account)
hath he had in the world, throughout all ages,
Epb.3. 21. although for a long while, but
little of vifiblene(s, according to Gofpel
tule did appear, and thac is it [ underftand
1s intended, Rev. 11. 1, 2. Where the Wor-
thippers are meafured rather by the fpiri-
tualnefs of their invifible Wm-{hippi;lg,
then




Of the Church of Chrift. Ch.2y, ‘
then by the rule of their Ordinances,Orde,
and publick bearing up the name of Chrif
in this macter, being troden under foot of the
Gentiles, that is, of the Babylonith and Ap,.
tichriftian world, and this is.ie I gapa
to be the Univerfal (and in fome fort)
vifible Chuech of Chrift in the Worldq
the body of which all true believers gre
Members, ‘ .
3. The word Church fometimes intends
all the elet of God, and this is the invjf_
“ble Church (as to man) andthis is eviden,
from the, Scriptures, Epb. 5,25, Chrift lo-
ved the Church ( bgfor;{ llf VIVas vifible) ang
ve bimfelf for it, So He2.12..22, we r
l(g;;'the Jni{’{'f“m’-’““” of the firft born, é::d
¢he Church in this fenfe includes al] the .
leét, but it is the bounden duty, ofal] true
believers to get themfelvesinto the vifibjq
-Profeflion : of -Chrift, and })earlng up his
Name in the World, according to the rujes
by him prefcribed, and the higheft and beg
Jight they have, or may, attain therefrom
in this matter, and to be under the govern.
‘nent of Chrift, in fome particular confti.
tited Church of his. tf e

(_\ ﬂ{ L%P >

{
|
1




1 QoM AP. XXVIIL

Of't/:‘e' Qrdinances, Officers, and Adm;..
“aiftrations in. the Vifible Conftituted
. Church.of Chrift,

\ Ut Lord Chrift Jefus hath left infti-
tuted Laws and Ordinances for his
vifible Church and Kingdom, that his
People by their {ubmiffion to him there-
1, might thew their fubjeétion to his Re-
gal Aurthority, as to their Lord and King.
As there is no-King but hath his Laws by
which he rules, fo Chrift our Lord and
King hath his Laws by whichbe rules in
his Church, which is his Kingdom, and a
government diftin® from all humane and
worldly governments, and admijtteth not
of any ‘mixture of humane inventions or
ordinances of men, nor of any humane
POWET to inforce to the obedience thereof,
Mat. 15. 9. Ifa. 29. 13,14, Pfal. 110. 3.
Afis 2.41. His fubje&s muft te Volunteers,
voluntarily f'ubfcribing to his government,
they are a willing People in the day of his power,
bel_“g wrought therete by his word and
Spirit, he is {o far from forcfeeing, that he
accepts none but thofe who ferve him wil-
Hh lingly»




Of the Ordinances of .(.Ih.zx.,
lingly 5 Chrift will have his Subje&ts |ik
thole, 2 Cor. 8. 3. Willing of themfelyes c’
that is, without liumane co_nﬁramt,and ver,
Y2. If there be firfk 2 willing mind, it is accepted .

4

according to what & man hath, and wot accordiy

1o what be bath not ; and this is a'rruth g

~ fos of Chrifts fervice in firft liRing ' them-
%vcs under him, ver. 5. They fivff gave them-
+lves to the Lord, &c. this is accepeabile,
when fouls give themfelves to the Lord
o be faved and ruled by him, Rom.6 g5,
and 2. in'their ‘continuance with ‘him,
:¢ muft bewilling, Fobn 6.67,63.

God hath in all his Adminiftrations .

ronghout all ages,had hisinfticuted Or-
ziinan:.‘écs, by which his people,(his Church)
was diftinguifhed from others, and in'the
obfervation of which they' did vifibly oy,
God in the World, and the'truch is, thya,
the inftitutions of God in matters. of Wor-
fhip,have been the Badge of dlﬂ:l“&l()n e
tween his Church and the world through.
out allages, and the caufe of all the wge
and mifery that hath come v‘ on mank-‘nd’
and on the people of God, Math been’ iy
the tranfgreflion of inftituted Ordinanees.
" Adams tran{greflion ofan’ inftituted QOpg;.
nance, brought in deathand mifery ‘in 21l
mankind, and all the Pla’gu¢5 “and Miferie
brought on Tfrael of old, Was for ‘trang.
areffion of the inftituted ' Ordinances of
God in the matters of his'Worfhip ; See
2 Killg 17.7.tO 20. a“ the nnf‘cry and writh

Com-




8 Chizs. Chrift in bis Church.
&ﬂ complained of in the Lamentations of Fe-

};ﬂf remy was the effedt of this very fin, the
i Tran(greflion of the Laws of God in the
il Matters of his Worfhip in his Inftituted
g! Ordinances, Levit. 1. 18. The Lord is righ-
) teows, for I bave rebelled againt bis Command-
Wt ments, and ver. 16. Wee unto us we bave fin-
ﬁ“ ned, &c. And for this will bethe great
’ M co

ntroverfie of God with the (pretended)
W Chriftian world in the latrer days, Ifa. 24.
A '

1. tO 6. ¥
i The Lord Chrift having eppeared in the
Q‘Iamr end of ‘the world, to put away fin by the
0 affering of bimfelf; he being the’ fubftance of
el all- former ‘inftitutions), they leading to
#40l him, Col, 2.'17. Heb. 10. 1. and fo'he is be-
i come the great Lord and ‘Lawgiver of his

S S\ Wy . ~

¥ Church s God fpeaking to us by bim, Heb.1. 1.
2. Whom we are to bear (i. e. to obey) in
i all things, Ads 3. 22.23.all his Ordinances
dfe and Laws are -indefpenfably neceffary for
2 his Subje@ts to obey him in, {o faras they
%{lﬂh know his will 5 andignorance will not al-
‘-ﬁgw_ topether excyfe in this matter, there-
H‘,W’ fore it behoves all to be dilligently in-
ol quiring, thatfo they. be riot willingly 1&-
B ﬂ%ﬂ‘ The Laws, Ordinances , and Inftituti-
Jﬂ ons of Chrift for his Church, his King-
‘ ﬂ&_ﬂ’ ?Ol‘l‘(‘;wto hfcrvc and‘wm'fhip himin, are as
4 followeth, ;

e
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B4 1. Bapri after belieyi i
4 1+ Baptifm (after believing, rvepenting, y. 1y Bap-
ﬁﬁ“f?’ and turning to the Lord) is tl,le fielt duty rifim.

o



.Of the Ordinances of : Ch.28
I‘cquircd,Mflt.lﬁ IS‘,IG.A&f 2.38. 4Y.and i
the imitating Ordinance into the Viibly
Churchand kingdom ot Jefuis Chrift, and i
the duty ofall truic Beh{e‘veri 5 and there i

otherway or door of enterance decy.
]"]gd by Chr%’ﬁ’but by Faith and Bapti(‘x:.
Not by natural generation or brey’ as
fome imagine,that 1s done away, as bein
of the old Covenant, where the Natii]
feed were accounted for the feed, e, !
7. ver. 14. but in the N_cw Covemnt th:,-
{piritual feed, that is,believers areaccoyy.
red the feed and fubjedts of Chrifts King-
dome, and are to live unf.‘lcr _lus laws, Galt
.26, 28. nor by entring into C°"Cnan{:
25 fome others imagine,which is after the;
own devifing, miftaking and miGapply i
the Scriptures, as that 2 Cor. 8. 5. T,y Jo
shemfelves to.the Lord, and unto us by the wj)
Ged. Hence fome (and that too, mey &

res and learning) gather, That the |
gi;ﬁstbfmfclves to the Lord, by ’bdicvingj af.ir:g

aCCCptmg the Gofpcl, and after to us; th&t

TR T Church by fome Coye. |

pant, which is a clear'and palpable mi_
ftake, its true in the firft, {entence ; thae
is, they gave themfelves to the Lord, py,

be included their giving themfelves ¢ the

Church by Faith and Baptifine, for thog I

who give up themfelves to be the Lorg

Sub eds in his Church, do give themfelye, |
to the Lord, and to us by the Will of Go4 p

that is, they gave themfelves to the mini-
con-




- .G’;Ch.ZS. . Chre2 7n bi C/;u'rch.

{ [;J firy of the Saints in- their neceflities; and
4 g{i that beyond what the Apoftles hope was,
b confidering their great agfliction and decp po-
Gt verty, thac thisis. the true meaning ‘ot that
,a‘:ﬂ,s_c”pture is fo plain, that he that runs may
g read, ic 5 fo that: I know no'other way of
4l enterance into theChurch and vifible King~
i dom of Chrift, but by Faith and Baptifm.
%ﬁa ‘i Neither. underftand I well what they
b Mean that call Baptifin-a Covenant, and
g talk fo much ofq Baptifmal Covenant; its
b 2 language the Scriprure  knows not: nei-
gl ther know I any other Covenant then the
ﬁ Gofpel new Covenant of Grace, which (on
""’ our part) is a-willing confenting . (from’
&‘o;@ﬂ{y belicving the truth of the Gofpel) to be fa-
fﬁ?ﬁf;’ﬂ ved by Jelus Chrift, and to be ruled by him
by as-Locd and King ; which faith and” con-
: W fent is to be confeffed inorder to Baptifim,»
f“,-,ﬂyl _bywhich the believer vifibly gives up him-
. W) felfto the Lord,sas to be faved, forto be
:;ng?] riled by him.. What other things are held
¢ forth in Baptifm, its meet for Chriftians

o

9% to be inftru&ed in, as the wathing away of

ﬂblfd fin, Afis 22.,16. thatis the pardon and pur-
g f’ ging away of finby the blood off Chrift, 70t
. ,f"‘ the wafbing of the filth of the flefrs but the an-
)l Jwer of @ good confrience toward God, X Tet. 3,
21. Yet the'wathing of the flefhiis & figure
ot that within, and a Conformity to Chrift
in his Dearh and Burial, thereby fignifying
our Deith to fin, and ournatural death.
likewife, to confirm our Faith in the truch
of the Refurre¢&ion, Rom. 6. 3, 4, 5,6

Hh3 1 Cor.

469
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Ch-zs

1 Cor. 15. 29. and why 'Bagtif'm and ¢
Supper of the Lord (which js the (‘econg.
inftituted Ordinance that I fhall mentioy,
fhould be fo: frequently called Seqls 45 the

are by fome, I know not, becaufe the

knows no-fuch things ; {ome 2
Eﬁzﬁlfelves to Seal Gods love to the foul,

1 the believers interelt therejy,
;:‘{:fs itstrue, the love of God. and Ch
abundantly held forth therein, and ¢

liever exercifing faith, may(and I hop

meet with refrefhing and fealing con
ons therein, and fo he doth in ot
the inftitured Ordinances of Chrift,

without the exercife ofFaith, he

ScriF-
Is

AS ta
rift is
he bc..
¢ do

{olati=

her of

: ;.C. the
Word and Doétrine of the Gofpel

) but

Profit
b)’ ncither, Heb. 4. 2. Others fay, the :

Y are

Gods Seals to confirm his eruth in hyg Co.

venant to us, and that God never (e
to the truth of any mans. intereft, tf
muft look to our felves, whether - w
the faith to which the Covenane s
Gad feals to that, he will not fail i
forming  of ‘the Covenant on his
which have fomething of truth in j

ts Seq]
hat we
¢ have
Mmade.

>

N per-

Part,
£s g €.

it behoves us to look that: our faith o

right;and God will not fail in perfoy

of his Covenant of life ;- but its triue

Mance

likew
wife that God hath and doth fetr fe R

the truth ofhis peoples faich in the
nant of his Grace, elfe they can h
feal but their own,which my g needs
invalid in the day of need; if Gods fe

ill to

CO‘vc-

Prove

al and

thc

oS
e




Ch.z}{.' Chrift iss his Church, : o o

. theirs concur not in the matter. Ron.8.16,
| The fpirit it felf, beareth witnefs with (or to)
- our [piris, that we are the Children of Gods the
i Ipiric of Chrift is the alone fealing evidence
to the hearts of Chriftians, and that by
{ his word and work in them, Epb. 1. 13,14.
2 Cor, 1.22. thisisfucha Sealing evidence
to the hearts of Chriftians, as that who {o
have it not,is none of his, Rom. 8. 9. and
to call any of his Ordinances, Seals, is be-
fides all Scripture rule, as forthe truth of
God in his Covenant, I think we. cannot
have more confirming Seals then his Word
and Qath, two immutable things in which it is
impoffible for God to bye, Heb. 6. 17,18, and
the giftof his {on from Heaven for Salvati-
on of Sinners that believe and obey him.
W hat greater and furer (eals thefe (1 know
not) of the truth of God , and_his Spi~»
vit _working and effefting Faith, in and
by thofe Sealing evidences of his love
to men, is the Sealing Earneff of our it
beritance. _

The Supper of the Lord is an inftituted 2.The Sup-
Ordinance of Jefus Chrift, to be pra&ifcdlz’ y""
by the Church till his fecond coming. gl
1 Cor. 11. 26. a like Figure (as Baptl('m)
very fignificantand of fpecial ufe in the
Church of Chrift, if Faith be rightly ex-
ercifed therein, and ferves efpecially to
keep iny remembrance the Death and Suf-

erings of our Lord Jefus, and the bene-
 fits we receive thereby, the great love ©
: Gg4 2
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God and Chrift to men, being  therein :?f

* covered, 1 Cor. 11. 26.and the great fiy i
: in

thofe that partake thereof, is
cerning the Lords body 3 ﬂ’lac,isl nthnolg dif~
ing of the Lords body, and tha ﬂt: ({ez_lk-
of the . Lords blood forour fins vaed‘dmg
grcamef‘s ofthe Lords love thcl‘e,invn the
11, 29. it being an Ordinance tk: 1 Cor.
fenteth IC‘rUS Chrift Crucified s lat pre-
benefits) to the eye, that the eyelt 1 all hig
fec the hearts for all good Comesm'a‘y !
heart, by theear and by the eye; ;,:o the
&rine of the Gofpel comes to thc’lt e Do-
the ear in hearing, and by the Cyciéc;gt’- by
and reading s this Ordinance is for tﬁt‘mg
that the heart may be affedted, and f eeye
¢afte and ftomach; that the fenfe of hor the
and feeding may be ‘of fpiritual .ugn er
learn the foul to feed on Chrift wf’ to
the bread of Life, in which ,Wc 10 s
obférve  the wifdome of God to nma
ufe of our fenfes for our {piritual go‘zlée
; ]

Gal. 3. 1. :
This holy Ordinance is for' the holy

people of God,'the Church, his holy Na. :

tion, who alone (by truc Faith) are inte.
refted in this Crucified Jefus, who ever

eats and drinks thereof, without intereft’

therein, eats and drinks damnar;
rhemfelves. What fad and bad ]V:’];tll?n to
do they make that will bring in a“l‘ then
upaChurch of multitudes of H ’ n?_ake
ro damn them, as if the deligin ogggg ;tnes

Chiif




Ch.zS.' Chrift in bis Church.

Chrift in the 'Gofpel had been to get in
multitudes into'the Church on purpofe to

amn. them ; fuch will-have a forry ac-
count in the great day who thus per~
vert ‘the Lords end in his Death, and cor-
rupt and defilehis Church and holy Ordi-
nances. : :

3. Ordinance and Inftitution of Chrift s. Preack-
in his ‘Churchis, the Preaching of the Gof-'":
pel; for'Building up of the Church in their
moft Holy Faith, as all the Ordinances of
Chrift are.: ‘Thereis a twofold Admini-
firation of the Doérine of the Gofpel, the
firft for converfionand gathering into “the
Church; Mat. 28, 19.Mar. 16, 15, 16.. A8s
2.37,38.-and 26. 16, 17,18.  The 2. for
building up of the Church in the ‘holy
Faith after Converfion and Gathering:;
Mat. 28. 20. Ads 2. 41, 42. this being the ¥
end of Gods giving gifts to men, Eph. 4.
11,12, 13. They are bad Minifters: who
turn the World into the Church without
repentance and Faith, and (o build up a
multitude of Hypocrites and - prophane
perfons inftead of the Body of Chrifty
neither Jefus Chrift, nor deceived poor
Sinners will thank them for it in tie
end. @1

4. Ordinance of Chrift in his Church, 4 Prople-
is Prophecy, much {peken ofin Scripture, ol
though | fear I may {ay its almoft loft out
of the Church 3 but of thisI fhall {peak
more diftinétly whenI come to f'peakﬁf‘)n
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the Officers. .in [ the! Chuceh, though, 1.
rake not this, of ;Prophefieto be perfor~
med as an ' Office by an Officer as fuch, bue
by agift, ; b £

5. Ordinance is Prayer s although jps
trie, this is nat for the, Chiirch alone, bug.
is the duty and property of all bcﬂcvcrs,

-as fach Col. 4. 2.1 %hel. 52 XTw yet it jo 2

6. Praifing.

‘Church Ordinance, Afs 2. -42. Where ;-
grine, breakingbread, and Frayers ave fes 3, ge-
ther, as the greatand common Ordinances
of the Church, in- which they had fellow.
fhip. together, in 1 Tim. 2. 1. Ephef. 6. 1§,
ude verfe 20, whichin the Church (as a))
other of Chrifts Ordinancesare) is. to b
pert‘ormcd by men and not by women,
1 Tim. 2. 8. See more about this of: Praye,
225 ! :
cb?'Praiﬁng God. or. fingidg  Praifes ‘tq
him, is an Ordinance of Chrift in pig
Church, as wellas the duty "of a]| Saingg
at all times, See I “Gor. 14, 155 16. where
both Prayer and Singing are.mentioned 3¢
it oughe to be performed in the Church,
Col.3.16. the manner:is expreft to be fuch,
as in Prayer, one to {peak to the Praife of
God, fo that the reft may joynin with
him to fay dmen,as in Prayer, for zl] tq

- fing in Meeter together, is that for which
*thereis no rule (that I know) in Law op

Gofpel. In the Old Teftament Singers
were appointed to that fervice, 1 Chron, g.
33. Far. .65, Neh. §. 67. and did perform

it

it

sk ol




Ch.28. Chrift in bis Church. -
it by turn, anfweling each other, i Sam.
18. 6,7. Exod. 15.20, 21; BurI judge thae
Old Teftament Singing is ended asto the
manner thereof, and I am fure thereé is ho
rule inthe New, for that which now by
moft is pra&ifed. iy

Gofpel Singing fhould be new Songs by
a new People, {utable to the new Covenant,
Pfal. 96. 1. and 98. 1. {uch Songs as none
can learn but the Redeemed ones, Rev. 14,
3. no marvail iffuch as are for Forms of
Worfhip in Prayer and Praife, be for 2
Formal peoplevoid ofthe Spiritand ftran-
£Ers to SpiritualWor!hip. Bt

And as this isan Ordinance, {o it is a
gift in' the Church of Chrift,as Prayer is,
and is fo to be performed, a hearty giving
thanks for mercies received, {o as that the
reft may {ay Amen ; that is, joyn in pray-
fing, which is' expreft 'in faying Amen,
as"in Prayer , they are greatly mifta-
ken who ~think that there is no Sing-~
Ing but in Meeter, and with a Singing

one. : i
7 Ordinance of Chrift in the Church xs,-].i"l:: o
Church Difcipline,Order and Government,?
and the Adminiftring Church cenfures ac-
cording as occafion and need calls for its3
and herein is the Royal and Regal Autho-
rity of Chrift,in an efpecial manner kept up
1N s Houfe, his Church, his Kingdom 5
which confifts in the execution of his
Laws upon Tranfgreffors in all cafes ac-

cording

475
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496 Of the Ordiwincesif e
(‘:;1011;?11(1111% ‘tv?ntgc gaé}h E}eproog‘, admoniti'zg' of]‘(;hg

< ., i > .rel h 1> i
R AL (U
plcvall, and this is that which mak ans- cary (r”iﬁff

golr th(‘i honour fPt Ci} rift, and godss:f‘”g_h oé’midﬁ

wurch, to preferve from finy v Dy R
’ Ny .recover faln fn”“"gi

finners , “and “to preferve . |
pure from defilements '3 té]; thc_hllrch 1.]?‘7“
;cgp:grc }s full and . clear, 1 c’:r the Chq‘h‘
; 8,13. 2 Fim. 2,21, Heb. 12, il (
13. 15,16, 17. i 12015, 16.Mat, : (gn(‘

2. Of the 2. Of the Officers in th ;
officers in Chrift, take we the Church -cofc iLu; cge"f iy
A

she Church Teftament fince the death :

of chrift.  onofthe Teftator, o be gg? g}liﬁ(‘:ﬂr:eﬁh dt‘w
ftate,»as the Churchiof the Old Co hurch H
was,from Circumcifion untill the D venant ;a\‘-c?

Chrift. Then 1.Jefus Chriftis the g, eath of o
O of his Church; the Angel. Moo it
gery Bithop; Shepherd, Propher,. A °%‘1* , th‘y’
T.ord,Law giver, and King Fraas Cgﬁ le,, ' ,ﬁr‘
whofe lawful fubjects believers arc-rgh’ T zh,“nj
he being afcended up onhigh to:do 4, u I‘%cﬁ
there for his Church, in order to its f'?r:k [ 1 o

. ~tualand eternal wellfare, hath left _mP ;‘." | “‘;z'l
room and ftead, Gifts and (Officers’ s tlls : :hc

ood of his Church, which are (as e e { fhﬂ

merated in the Scripture) Apoftles Pn‘u_ ‘hir'i

shets, Evangelifts, Paftors And Tea’cl ro- ‘ (Prf'

and all for the good of the Church, g ;,c‘s’ | (0;

K112 b na .’; 1"%’

. g L

I. Apoftles, men immediately called, o

1id /! . e > y 1

pofles. inf red, and fent for the firft publifhing
(=Y
af l




. Ch.28. Chrift in s Church.

of the Gofpel;and firft planting of the Gof-
pel Church, being endued with power for
fuch a work, to give laws and direétions
€rom Jefus Chrift, for his Churches directi-
on in Faith and practice, till his fecond
coming, but fiuch Apoftles we now have
none, but they were and are our A-
poftles ; we being of the fame Golpel
Church. !

Though according to the common
fenfe of the word Apoftle (that is fent)
fo we have, or might or fhould have
Apoftles in the Church, it fignifying a
meflenger, or one fent; as I fhall mere fully
declare in its place.

2. Prophets, now this of Prophets I

- take not to be a diftin& ordained Office,

as Paftor and Teacher, buta gift in the
Church, and (o an Ordinance of Chrift for
the Churches Edification, not extraordi-
nary any more then the other Miniftry
that we account to ftand as the Ordinary
Miniftry in the Church ; probably the Pro-
Phets in the Primitive times might have
more and greater gifts thenany now, but
that Nulls not the gift nor ufe thereof in
the Church, no more then that becaufe,
the Paftors and Teachers then had greater
{piritual gifts thenany now have. Thers-
fore we fhould have no Paftors nor Teach-
ers now, and fo no Church, and {o no Re-
igion ; thofe who work Prophets out of
the Church, might by the fame reafon and

rule

2.Prophets



478

Of the Ordinanees of C-h.zg 3

rule, work out alland themfelves roe ; thap
by Prophets were intended ordinary Pre-

hets for the edification of the Churcy
(what ever gifts they then had) will Shew
pear if we confider. !

1. Itwasa gift to be obtained by, i
ftry and endeavou r(extraordinary prophe-
fie wasanimmediate gift) T Cor.32.31.and
14,39- _ et

2. Tt was a Gift for the'‘common goqq
and Edification of the Church, moft of
profit, (viz. of the Gifts fingly Admini
ftired without Office ) b the Church,
therefore not to be loft or expulced out of

the Church. . :
et it was (infome fenfe) inferionp

to  that of Preaching by Office, ' be.
canfe he that is called to Office, is nor
only a Prophet, bur more then a Pro-
phet, and this will appear if wei -cans
fider.
1. Thatall the Prophets ‘work was to
fpeak by way of Ediiication, Exhortation,
and Confolation ; but the Elders or Offi-

cers work and duty, was, and is, to Ex- '

hort, Reprove, Rebuke , with all ay-
thority, 2 Tim. 4.2, Titus 2. 15. Which
none out of Office might authoritutivc]y
doe. : .
Oz. The Dodrine of the Prophets muft
be judged and tryed, as fuppofing ‘they
might {peak amic and fail Cbut ‘the Offi-
cere are fippofed to have attained to fiich
2
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. ‘adegree of knewledge 1n the School of
Chrift, 4s that therei¢ no fuch rule pre-
fcribed for them) 1:Cor. 14. 29,30, 3 1. Ot
that Officers orElders are without all limi-
tation in this mateer, but under the Chur-
Ches judgment.

. Prophefie was fuch an Ordinance in
the Church of Chrift, as that the Church
it felf might be teo apt to defpife it by
reafon of its ‘meannefs, as is implyed,
1 Thef. 5.19.20. Quenchnot the fpirit, de-
Ipife not Prophecyimgss it feems they were
all for Preachingibut defpifeProphecyings,
as it is too much at this day.

. 4. The Prophets might 'through weak-
iy s “hefs bring forth fomething thatwas not
M good or'trle, yet not to be defpifed, v.2¥.
WO Prove all things, bold faft thar which is good.
' 'Which implyeth, that there might ‘drop

~ fome things from thePrO}fhcts that might

084 ;not be good, yet it fhould not be defpi-

- " 'fed nor they difcouraged, buc that which
v was ‘good imbraced, and that which was
0%, . bad left,and the Prophetsinftruéted there-

. in, for'their amendment,

Alkwhich proves that the Prophets were
ordinary gifted perfons in the Church for
Edification, after its firft gathering, till
Officers ‘were chofen, and the Officers was

“to be chofen out of the Prophets , that is

2o fay, the belt gifted and quallified among

them, and this anfwereth the order, 1. 4-
pofiles, Secondparily Prophess, &c. and this wl'ns
the
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the rule obferved, 4ds 3. 1,2, And ou;:
of thefe Prophetsand Teachers, muft Bay-
nabas and-Saul be taken, for more public}
work and fervice s and if this rule Wer;
obferved in the Churches, it would bej
way (according to the Lord’s Order) ¢
raifeup gifts in the Ch_urch fitted for Office
as occafion calls for 1t5 _for this' of Proe
hecy is 4 conftant orderin the Churches
to. be continued Prophets, and an ‘official
Miniftry may (and fhould) be together iy
the Church s fo would not the Church' be |
without perfons gifted and fitted for of-

fice, as need requireth.
The next out of the Prophets, are Evap-

: gcliﬂs, Gofpel cryers,or Gofpel preachers,

or Apoftles , that is, ordinary Apoftles
chis 15 an office of great ule in the Church,
though almoft. left out, and loft, as if j¢
were extraordinary, and only for the pri-
mitive times the reafon ‘hC_N:‘Of' rendred,
becaufe there are no fuch Gifts now, nor
Apoftles to call them to the work, ordj-
reét them in it. A woqderﬁll weak ‘way
of rearorliX)g; by the fame rule we may
reafon out all offices and officers ont of the
Clurch, yea, and reafon out Church and
all, for want of Apoftles and Gifts ; and
here lieth the great reafon of the feekers
lofs, want of Gifts, :lr.ld'glﬁ:cd per{ons, as
the Apoftles, to adminifter Gofpel Ordi-

nances, and this is next of kin to its for
the fame reafon that ‘works out Evan-
' gelift,




& Ch,28, the Church of Chrift.

¢ gelift will (if followed) work out-all.
1. That there were fuch called, and au-
' thorized Officers and Minifters belonging
y# to the Church, not extraordinary, (as the
¥ firft Apoftles) but ordinary, not infallibly
. Anfpired;but {uch as received all their rules,
I, relating to their work, from the Apoftles,
" as the Paftors-and Elders did both in their
' Minifterial . work, and in ' converfation,
o X Tit.2,3,Chap. and Chap. 4.11, to 16.and
Chap. 5. throughout ; and 6. 11, 12, 13.
2Tit, 2.14, 15,16, 22, to 26. So the Epi~
ftle to Titus proves the fame, with many

¢! others that might be mentioned.

. - '2. Thereis the fame ufe and need of
fucha Miniftry to ‘preach the Gofpel to
' the World, for converfion and. gathering,
¢ dand to rake care for the eftablifhing of thé

mﬂ’ Churches, and Officers therein, ; which,
p‘fﬂ as it isGods order in his Churches,fowould
gt 1t bea mercy and;a bleffling to, the Chur-
| ches,and much lofs hath befaln the Church
©4 1nthe negle& hereof: fuch a minifiry (if
i {pirited for the wark) would be of gene-

&ﬁ i ral advantage to.the Churches of Chrift.
* Mﬂ‘ 3. That their.call unto it was ordinary,
that is, in the primitive times, by the Apo-
itles,and Churches ; for there was no ex-
traordinary Minifters, butfiich as was im-
Mmediately called,as the Apoftles were, and
all Officers in the Church befides Apoftles,
were and gre ordinary, and to continue.
Thatthey were fo called to it, is clear
1i Timothy

481
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" Of the Officers in Cii, 28
mothy was called to this office, by the layx
:,'Tng on zf the bands of the Presbytery, 1 Tit.i,
14. And thefe fort of Minifters were cal-
fed fometimes - Evangelifts ;- ile. Gofpel
Preachers, or Cryers, 2 Tit.a. 5. 48, 21. 8,
Qometimes Apoﬂ les, 2 Cor. 8. 23. The APO;*
(tles of the Churches ; and 1he Glory of Chrift
Phils 2. 25 The Apoftle calls Epapbroditis
his brother and companion, &¢. and your Api-
fHe, that is, the Churches Apoftles by 3))
“which it appeats, that this official Minifty
- was ordinary, atd thould be in the Church
ftill, and the Church fuffereth mich in the
1ofs thereofs for Gods Ordinances are not
in vain and out of the Prophets in the
church fhould this and ‘other Minifters he
chofen, according to the order ftated, Firg
Apoftles, sken Prophets, and_then Evnuggz,-m!
and Paftors and eachers, E,ph- 4¢11. This
s the method of God’s' Order in the
Church, 1 Cor. 12. 28, Where Evangelifts
in the term are left out, but very probably
included in that of Teachers, that incln-
ding all the official Miniftry, befides the
firft Apoftles, Panl and Barnsbas, who were
not interior Apoftles, yet in as much a5
their call was not from the mouth of Chrift
in the manper as the reft was, they muft
(for order fake) be taken out. from among
the Prophets, and fznt to the work in the
ordinary orderly way of the Gofpel, Ads
% GE T Y
1.32. ’Ou:}of the Prophets are Paftors and
Teach-

=
S~

TR e

e
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Ch:28. the Cburcb'.,of Chrift.
Teachers to be'chofen by the Church; and
ordained ; and although there be various

Titles given in Scripture to thefe Officers,

IS Paftors, Teachers, Elders, Bithaps, éc.:

¢t Imports not variety - of Offices, but the
fulne(s of the work, every Title being fig-
Nificant, Paftor to feed, Teacher to inftrudt,
lder to rule, Bithop to overfee 5 it’s pof-
fible chat all may be in‘one man, but in as
much ‘as thefe gifts may be more eminent,
fome in‘one, and fome inanother, futably:
thould thiey be exercifed.
That thofe Titles hold not forth any
iftin&tionin' Office, or variety of Offices,
Orany fuperiority in Office one above.ano-
ther,’in way of authority, though in-di-
ftin&jon by gift, doth appear, Tit. 1.5,6,7.
Where'the Apoftle firft calls them Elders,
ver. 5. For this caufe lefi I thee in Creet, that
thou inighteft ordain Elders, 8cc. and after, ver.
7. Bithops; for @ Bifop muft be blamelefs, &c.
By which it appears, that Biftops and El-
Gerg gre one and the fame Office, 1 Tit. 3+
he Apoftle fums up all the Miniftry of
the Church on this account, under the
Name of Bithop, and Chap. 5. 17. under
the Name of Elders ; ‘by which it appears,
that Bithops-and Elders was one and the
fame Office, only Elders diftinguifhed, by
ﬂlling and teaching, which diftinguifheth
not the Office, but the exercife therein, fu-
table to ¢he gift, both in teaching and ru-
ling s the 1ike diftinfrion we have, Rom.12-
' Tes 7,9




758 diftinguifhed by the Gift more th:
b;r the Office.  Elders may have a gift ":2
ceach well, and rule well t00 5 others may-
have a gift to rule well, and teach byt lit-
tle; or teach well, and little gift to rule ;
~and futable thould they be exercifed in the
Church, Phil. X. 1« Thefe {orts of Officers
are all included in that of Bifhops; and
3 Pet. 5. 1. They are all included in El-
ders, who were Paftors to feed the flock.
zer. 2. Aéls 20, 17. Paul callech the Elders
of the Church of Ephefiss to bim 5 and ver.28,
Calleth the fame Elders,Bithops,Overfeers;
and Peter calleth himfelf an Elder , and o
Witnefs of  the fufforings of Chrift, X Pet,
o
>"qg thatif any will fuppofe fuperioricy
in Office among thofe varieties of Titles,
chere 15 leaft ground of all for that of
Bifhop ; for Peter himfelf faich, that he
was an Elder, but he no where calls him-
Glf a Bifhops ‘and Ordination was per-

formed by the Presbytery, not Epifcopacy,

17Tit. 4. 14- and Hebr. 13.7,17. They are
Gimmed all under thatof rule,and ﬁuxdes;
and thefe Officers are to carry on the ad-
miniftrations of the Churchin an orderly
ways, though the power of all is commit-
ved to the Church, Matt. 23. 20, Yet the
Church are to choofe out. fuch perfons as
God hath gifted and qualified for the
Work, that although the gift be from the
Lord, yet the authority of adminiftring

muft .
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mufi be from the Church ele&ing, and Or=
dination of the Presbytery, by Falting and
Prayer, and impofition ot hands, 4. 13.3.
I 94t 4, 14, Ad. 6.3,6. Who were the firit
fficers ordained in'the Church, and were
ordained Elders: though their work was to
take care of the poor, yet they were or-
dained Elders. 1. All Offices was in the
Apoftles, next to Jefus Chriit, they were
Apoftles, Evangelifts, Elders, Deacons, did
all, and wereall, as is evident in this firft
Church, and all other Officers and Offices
came from them; as neceffity called for it s
and the firft Office and Officers ordained in
the Church, were thofe, 4é.6: and were
ordained Elders; though then cfpecially
to take care of the poor, which the Apo-
ftles did before, and Elders ftill may do, if
the work be not too much for them : that
they were ordained Elders, is apparent;
L. In chat we read of no Oticers in that
Chucch, but Apoftles and Elders; 4@, 15.
. wer, 22. The whole are fummed up in
three diftin@tions, i. e. Apoftles and Elders,
and the whole Church, ver. 23. Apoftles, Elders
and B"f’"’""s'and Chap. 11.30. The con-
tribution was fent to the Elders by the bands of
Barnabas and Saul : and without all con-
trover(y, it was fent to éhem that had the
Cave of that matter, and here they are cal-
led Elders : I mind this the more >t(’or Cle‘ir‘—
g, that eledtion of Elders beléng ro the
Church ; the Apoftles, though “infallible,
; Iig would
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would not rob the Church of this righes
{ee Al 14. 23. Whenthey bad ordained they,
Elders (by elettion, or litting up of hands)
in every Church, Cheirotonefai, to choofe by
holding up the hand, to create by genersy
voice of fuffering; and thus all Oﬁicers,
;. e. Evangelifts, Paftors, and Teachers, muff
be chofen by the Churches, and by’ Ordj-
pation, be authorifed to the work; 2 cpr.
8.19.23. ; ‘
And Officers when thus chofen, and ger
apart to the office and work, are to admij.
nifter all Ordinances in the authority of
Chrift, yet fo as to have the Church’ with
them intle work ; and the Church is &
encourage them, and be fubje& to thejp
adminiftiations 1n the Name of the Lord,
while they abufe not their authority ; and
yet they are to be accounr.al?le to the
Church, in cafe of male-adminiftring, o
abufe of power and authority 5 and the
Church who auchorized them, may again
deveft them of their authority, without re-
pentance and reformation , or in cafe of
feandaloufiiefs in converfation.

Yet notwithftanding this, in matters of

rule and order, they ought not to feek
much to pleafe men as to dirpleal‘e tha
Lord; for they are the Lords fervanes
(as well as' the Churches;) and muft .
deavour to do all things according to the
pattern and right rule, and to ‘pleafe the
Lord, to whom they muft give an aceoune,

thOUg h
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though men be difpleafed therewith, and
in cafe they fuffer from men on that ac-
count, yet chey will have Peace with God
and intheirownfouls. - ' .

Two things I fear are much wanting in
the Churches. 1. A Spirit of Government
inthe authority of Chrift, as Wifdom,Im-
partiality, Courage, Meeknefs, Love, and
the fear of the Lord. 2. A Spirit in the
Church to be Ruled and Governed accor-
ding to the Will of Chrift, Heb. 13. 17. 0-
bey them that bave the rule over you, end [ubmit
Your felyes.

And in cafe of need we read of helps,
I Cor, 12, 28. Helps Governmnents, inas much
as all power is invefted in the Church, in
cafe Officers be wanting, till they may be
obraineds the Church hath authority to
appoint fuch as are moft Jfuitably gift-
ed,either upon tryal in order tO Elderthip,
or as helps in cafe of necd to carry o all
the Adminiftrations of the Church, or
where are Officers, being fick, ora way,
or weak with age, the Church may do
the like ; i.e. appoint helps to the Of-
ficers in Government , or an :
the Adminiftrations of Chrift in his
Church.

The fourth fore of Officers in the Church 4. Deaconsy

are Deacons, whofe work and office is to
look after the neceflities of the poor, and
£o make g juft diftribution of the Churches

Trealure committed to them on that
1i4 behalf;
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behalf, that as it is an Ordinance of Chrift
that his fhould be free to communitate,
1. Privately, Mat. 6. 34. So likewife by gj..
ving into the hands of the Deacons, “whe
are to take a general care of the poop,and
diftribute’ to every one as they haye:
need. .

This is an honourable fervice and work
of the Lord, the poor being in the Church
in the room cf Chrift, to prove the trush
of his peoples love to him, Chrift fijch,
1Me you bave not always with you, the poor yoy
bave always. with yoi. You may thew your,
love to me, in loving them, when I am
gone, andin doing good to them 5 hence
Chirift will fay ac che Jaft day, 7 wis nakey
and ye cloathed me, hungry and-ye fed me, Sick
and in Prifon, and ye vifited me, &c. What the
qualifications and workofthe Deacons are,
you may fee, 1 Tim. 3. 8.t0 13,1 Pet. g4,
$1. If any man Minisier (that is, Deacong
doe the work of a Deacon) let him do it as of
the ability that God grveth that is in the
Church.  Ina word, it is to do that which
the Apoftles did before and ‘ordained the

Eldersto do. 4856, 1,2, 3.

I fhall endeavour to anfwer one weighty
queftion, and fo fhall conclude this mgze-
ver:

Qu:i. Ys there no Supream Power and
order in the Ghurches, to regulate mifcap-
riages, but is every Church abfolutely in-
dependant and unaccountablein any cafe,

if
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if not, then to whom muft the account in

Church mifcarriages be given 2 and what
way is' left to regulate Church mifcarri-

ages? . ,
Anfw. 1. Thata Church may mifcarry Anfw.
cither in Do&rine, Gal. 1.6. Manners,

2 Cor.12. 29, 21, Difcipline, either in the
Now-adminiftring of cenfures, 1 Cor. 5. 1,2.
or in the evill and wrong Adminiftring
theaeof; 3 Fobn, ver. 9, 10. is very evi-
dent. :

2. That every Church with their Offi-
<ers havea like power from Chrift in all
‘Adminiftrations, without any 'account-
ablenefs to any one above the reft; in
‘way of Superiority, is likewife clear.

Yet3. There muft bean accountable-
nefs of all the Churches each to other, in
cafe of offence and mifcarriage,though not
to any one as Supream above the reft, yet
a comnion accountablene(s muft be owned,
without which their fellowfhip muft ne-
ceflarily be diffolved, the reafons-thereof
are as followeth. : ;
1. From the Law of Relationand unity
in the fame faith and fellowfhip,which can=

not be kept: up’ and maintained but by a
Brotherly © accountablenefs , as = Sifter
Churches, for the mutual help of each 0=
ther, and prefervation of thewhole inthe
truth; ifthe laws of Unity in any Soclety
be broken, the Society muft needs be bro=

»-ken > Chrift new Covenant Laws (in mat”
ters



ters of faith and practice) are the

of Chriftians and Churches unity :‘f‘%ou‘g(}
ciety each with other 5 if any Churc.h
make a breach there, WlthoUt being ac-
countable for Reformation, the foundae;.
on of Fellowfhip is broken therefore o
prefervation of the foundations of Fellgy,.
fhip of Churches, mlgft this bm;hc“y o
countablenefs be maintained.

2. To reafon from . the lefler ¢q the
greater, as ina particulay Church, thoygt,
there be an equality andno Superiority 3.
mong Members, as Members,but what God
makes in gifts and office; yet every Mem-
ber ought to be accountable each to other,
efpecially in matters of offence, Mat, ;g
15. ¢rc. and {o at laft to the Church, o
from the fame rule.;md reafon all the Chyy-
chesin the fame faith and practice, and et
ving the fame relation one to the other,
as members in the particular Church,
fhould have thefame care of each other,
which cannot be unlefs there be the fame
accountablenefs to each others as Chup~

ches, as is in tiie members of one and the

gw~fame Churchy as all the Members iy, 5

particular Church make up the Chyreh
{n all the Churches are but fo many part;

- and Members of the Univerfal, and "fhoulq
‘have the fame care and keep up the Gme

accountablenefs, and this is  without all

Hingle Superiority.

3. Without this particular Chuc-
Fity ; Ches

Of the accountablenefs of } (ll‘h.zgh
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ches' are 'in ‘worfe ¢afe, ' then Mem-
bers in particular Congregations,who have
the benefit of the Laws and Adminiftrati-
ons of Chrift, for their prefervation in the
. Faith ; the want of which accountablenefs
of Churchies muft neceffarily render them,
1.The more lyable to fin, and mifcarry be-
caufe notaccountable.  And 2. Incafe of
fin and mifcarriage, are left miferable; that
is, without any means of recovery to re-
pentance, which is ridiculous and per=
verfe for any to imagine,that Chrift fhould

more careful of particular Members,
then of particular Churches.

4. Without this accountablenefs of
Churches and power of dealing, with a
tranfgrefling finning Church for Reforma-
tion, it muft neceflarily import a necef-
fity for the whole to have Fellowfhip with
a finning Church in their fin 5 that prin-
ciple that leaves finners without any help
ﬁ;om their fins, and (o leaves themto pe-
rith’ without hope or help,and leaves the
whole under the gift of their fins and
mifcarriages , by holding fellowfhip e
with them in that Eftate, is to be ab- -
horred of all Chriftians and Churches of «
Chrift.

Obj. Thefe are weighty reafons fi 205
countablenefs of' Chuihe);, rand Qppgfls"fn%]
cafe of {in on any account, -make Admini~
ftrations of fenfures, or wickedne(s in con”
verfation juftified, or falle Do&rine main-

: tained
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mincd; but in as much as.plain S.c,rip,tul»e'
rule, is thatwhich binds conftience; ang
juftifieth, pradtice; fome may ftartle frop,

this for want of plain Scripture rule g

warrant in this cafe, or.at leaft make ,

pleato juftific them in their nom accounpy..
blenefs, - therefore Precept: or Prefi Q!
-wonld be of ufe to clear and confirm ys iy,

‘this matter.

Anfw. 1. In cafes lefc doubtful and dark
in Scripture, we muft (and itsa commgp
veceived principle) refolv’d by Scripture
Reafon, and Scripture Reafonis a fuffici-
ent rule, as that without ‘this, Chiirches
muft fuffer fin in each other without any
means of help, which is contrary to Lev.1g,
17. 2. Without this there 1sa “ec_efﬁty g
211 Churches to have fellowfhip with an er-
roneous Church, in theic fins, contrary to
Eph. 5. 11. and o juftly draw the guilt of
{in upon themfelves, Exek, 3. 18, A 18,6,
and 20..26. 3. Without this) Churcheg
are left in worfe cafe then Members, with-
out the means of help and recovery in cafp
of 4in3' Chrifts Ordinances proves of ad-
vantage, fometimes to keep from fin,
{ometimes to’ recover out. of {in, when
infhared therewith ; therefore thofe whe
oppofe this acgmmtablenefs of the Chur-
ches., are therein no friends unto them,nor.
to Jelus Chrift. - ’
4. Without this, wronged perfons. in
matters of cenfure' conld: have no redrefs

‘ but
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W butmuft lye under their oppreffions with-

'y out remedy, (which is that which fome

| have afferred, chat if a Charch caft out its
" beft Members unjuftly, that there 15 1m0

% help, a horrid principle to be hufhed out

4% ofall Chriftian Society) which would ren-,
. der the Church und Government of Chrift
‘g more obnoxious and dangerous then any,

humane Government (which inmany ca-
fes_admitteth ofappeals, on fuppofition of
Male Adminiftrations) and uncomfortable
for any ferious fouls to come -into the
Churcg, who probably fome time or other

i may fall under a Diotrephes,without all hope
or help. ‘ :
But I fhall yet propound fome further
weighty Scripture grounds for confirma-
tion of this pradice.

1. The many Scriptures. that gives us
very much light in this matter, Ads 15.
2,3. in the cafe of the difference at Antioch
* about Circumcifion, . the Church appealed
- to the Apoftles and Elders at Ferufalem,
. with the whole Church, as appears ver.1.2.
with ver. 23, The Apojtles, Elders and Bre-
thren, which was the whole Church; foin
-the cafe of the Inceftuons perfon,i Cor.5.1.
the Apoftle determines the matter, and
they follow his advice, Seechap.7.1. &e¢.
about the matter of Marriage,and puttings
away of the unbeliever ; abeut which they
d written to him, he refolves the cafe,
and that not alrogether in waysof power
with-




of the accountableriefs ¥ e .Ch.z'g'
without the Church, as is evident; 2 ¢y,
I.24. Not that we bave dominion oyer Yoy,
faith, but are belpers of your joy. So he detep.
mines the cafe of the diforderly Members
2 Thef.3.6. 1 Job. ver. 9, 10, in the ¢y
of Diotrephes,evil Adminiftration of cehs
fures, cafting ‘out firch as he fhonld not,
#berefore (faith the Apoftle) T come 7o pup
g r'mf;ﬁber bis dtfds which be dﬂb, &-c. ow
what in ordinary cafes the Apoftles did for-
merly, the Minifters ~and Churche_s may
and ought to do riow, in'like Cafes, jrpel
ing patterns for all times, as occafion pe.
quires',’ in- 'the Admlnlﬂr‘atlopg of the
Church, and. for the prefervation of gy
peace and purity ofthe whqlc, Mat.28 30,
Teaching thent (that is, the Church Bappifeq
Believers, with their Miniftry) to'obferye o
things whatfoever I have commanded yoy, .
that the Churchies have as full power frgm,
Chrift for preférvation of the whole, " in
their Loyalty to him, in Pumy_and A
Peace , as the Apoftles had; which s
fiull and warrantable authority. in this
maceer. ) v

As an illuftration of this matrer, pa_
markable to ‘this purpofe is that of ¢he
two Tribes, and balf bnilding an Aleap o

ofp. 22. 10. which was ana& (inappear-

ance) contrary to the Law ofGod, and {5
amatter of fa& to be inquired into, Exud.
20. 24. with Lew.17. 18. Denti 12, 5,6, and
the reft of the Tribes fent Pheness, and: ten

Pl‘illch
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Princes with him,to inquire‘after. the mat-
ter, and to lay (as they judged) fin to their
charge ; and thofe Tribes owned their bré-
thren in the matter, and gavé them a good
account to their fatisfadtion, ver.'22. thofe
Tribes had no Lordfhip given them over
each other, yet was it their duty to look
to each other, that the Law of God was
not tranfgrefled, and to execute the Law
in fuch cafes. The like we read about the
il abufeofthe Levites Wife, Fudg. 19.20.chap.
4, ©on his complaint they all, as-one man,joyn
in the matter to avenge thefin 5 by all
which it appeareth, that the 'Church of
God' throughut all ages hath had this
pPower to rebuke fin, and maintain truth,
In dealing with either per{ons or aflem-

lies, in cafe of fin, according to the rule
of the prefent miniftration, under which
they lived, and without repentance, to
withdraw Communion from them, andin
thl‘ obftinacy in"an evill way to re-
)c . :

2. This likewife comes under that ge-
neral rule, Phil. 4. 8, 9. itis juft and ho-
neft, and lovely, makes for Purity and
- Peace, for the Churches tobe fubjedt one
@l to another (as it behoves Members) in
#ip. ~this cafe, 1 Pet. 5. 5, : :
fi . So thatthenit follows, 1, That Church
which refufeth to be accountable of any
of their a&ions to their neighbour Chur-
ches (being defired on complaine of mif-

carriages
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carriages) on this ground, that they haye

_po power to inquireafter any of their mae-

ters, and that they are accountable to nope
but God, do hereby make abreach upop
‘the Law of relation, and exclude all Chyy-
ches from thelr fellowfhip, and (o ftand B
themfelves alone. : i
2. That {fuch a. Church is no more fiz
forthe Communigu of Churches, thonm
Member in a particular Church, thae wi])
not live under the Law of the 'F‘flation’
and will be accountable to none but God ;
a principle that  makes perfons  nop
meet to, live among We, much lefs i
the Society of the churches of Chrift.: -
2. That (on thegroundsitated) ir i
the duty of the Churches 1n cafe of com-
slaint of feandal, in Doérine, Difcipline,

or Manpers, of any. particular Church jy

the fame fellowfhip, to make dilligentand
fpeedy inquiry into the matter,, that they
may thereby fhew their love to, and. zea!
for the Glory of God, the purity and peace
ofhis Church ; the good of the offenders,
and’ prefervation of themfelves from the
guilc of others fins: . .+ ,

4. That ifany Church come inder 3 re-
portor complaint of mifcarriage and {cap-
dalt in Deérine, Manners, or unjuft cen-
fures, and refufe to give an account there-
of, being tenderly defired, or to clear up
the matter in ajuft way (thatis, the fup-
pofed Offenders and offended, with their

wit-
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¢ 1 witnefles, to be heard before the Neigh-
i bour Churches,  or' their Minifters -and
el Members appointed for that (ervice) the
Bk, Churches ought to withdraw their teilow=
I Thip from fiuch a Church,to preferve them-
lelves pure' trom their fin ¢ whatever Is a
Juft ground for one Church to exclude a

ember, is a juft ground fora Ci_mrcl; to
be excluded in 1 ke cafe s and this is a juft
¥ ground to exclude a Member. 1. Report,
- and complaint of fcandalous fin. 2. It be-
| ing inquired after, a pofitive refufal. to
4l ive an account, efpecially before the
fi5) Witneffes that accufe. 3. A denying the
éf Power of'the Church to make inquiry and
0’} to deal in the matter, @re. If fucha perfon

b be fit for fellowfhip in a particular Church
b then fiich a Church may be fit for the Fel-

I

!OWﬂ‘lip of Churches, Mat. 18. 17. So that

Wl 1na word its evident, thatits not only the
Wiy Churches fin that refufeth to be accounta-
Jle ‘to her Neighbour Sifter Churches,but
o that the Churches do fin in negleéting or
g Pof:f“ de]aymg_ to call {uch a Church to account
M i (which is under complaints, reports, and
o Jealoufies of fin in any cafe) innot perfor=
¢, ming theirduty to God or men; nor can

Y, they acquit themfelves before the Lord;
. untill th~y have impartially done their du-
5 Y inthis matrer: that it isaduty,and to
Fiet be done in Chrifts authority, is clear and
fuce full, from Col 3. 17. or elfe they muft
B leave Chirifts quthority, or leave the work

bl
y% % K k whol-
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will and authority.

The accountablenefs of i Chzg ‘

1y undone, which is contrary to the true
fenfe and reafon of the Scripture, as hath
been before proved, ordoitin their awai

CHApP.




