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Af t s l2y,l.Men^hrethreny and fathers yhear ye.my dcfefjce\Gv.Afolo^^'] 
which I make mw unto yon, 

Pfal. ^5. I I . Falfewitmjfes did rife upy theyJaid to my charge things 
that J kj^evp not, ^ ^ 

A6ls 24. V. 12,13. They neither found me in the Temple dif^Htmg mth 
a man^ neither raljing up the people^ neither in the Synagogues, nor m 
the City. 

JVeither can they prove the things whereof they now accufe me. 
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T h e . H u m b l e Jfglo^y o f i b m e c o m n l o n l y 

ca l l ed JnabaptifisJ in b e f i a l F o f t h e m -

lelves a n d o t h e r s o f t h e l a m e J u d g e ­

m e n t w i t h t h e m , w i t h their Protefia^ 

tion a g a i n f l t h e la te w i c k e d a n d m o f t 

h o r r i d t r e a f o n a b l e iwfwrrf^iffiJW a n d Fe- . 

. a d t e d i n t h e C i t y of London: toge-
t h e r w i t h ^njfolo^y f o r m e r l y p re l en ted" 
t o t h e K i n g s m o f t E x c e l l e n t M a j e f t y . 

i f f i o u l d b e ffupid a n d 

lencele ls , i f w e d i d noE 

deep ly r e f t m t h o l e 

b l a c k o b l o q u i e s a n d 

reproaches c a f t u p o n 

t h o l e o f o u r p r o f e l s i o n 

a n d p r a f i i c e i n t h e p o i n t o f Baptifm^^y o c -

c a f i o h o f t h e la te m o f t ^ h o r r i d J V ^ ^ i j t w a n A 

R e ^ ' ^ T / f o i i i n r h i s C i t y o f L i ) « ^ / ( ? « . ' ' 

W e m b f t f a d l y fee a n d fee l t h a t a m o n g 
m a n y i t is b e c o m e e n o u g h t o r ender any. 

A 3 m a n : 



m a i l c r i m i n a l t o b e ca l led zi\ JnabaptiB^ 
o r a t l e a f t a g r o u n d f u f f i c i e n t t o q u e f t i o n 

h i s L o y a l t y a n d fidelity t o t h e K i n g s M a -

i e f t y . . . 
W e m a y n o t t h e r e f o r e b e f o n e g l i g e n t 

o f o u r d u t y u n t o G o d i n r e i p e a o f o u r 

p r o f e l s i o n , o r u n t o o u r felves a n d f a m i l i e s , 

a s f i l e n t l y t o f u f f e r o u r names a n d p r o f e f -

fiontobe b u r i e d u n d e r l l i c h capfelels i n ­

f a m y : n e i t h e r m a y be f o m u c h w a n -

r i n g o f o u r d u t y t o o u r K i n g , as b y l u c h 

f u l l e n f i l e n c e t o o f f e r h i s M a j e f t y j u f t o c -

c a f i o n o f b e i n g jea lous a n d i u l p i c i o u s o f 

0 u r L o y a l t y i i n d O b e d i e n c e , o r . t o leaye 

h i m v v i t h o u t a l l p o f s i b l e r a t i o n a l l e c u r i t | r 

p / o u r h u m b l e f u b j e a i o n a n d fidelity 

t p h i m . W e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e H i f t o -

x'lts oiGermany re la te r a o f t d r e a d f u l t h i n g s 

o f t h e i m p i o u s o p i n i o n s a n d p rad i i ces o f 

f o m e r e p u t e d JmbapiBs d e f t r u a i v e t o 

a l l G o v e r n m e n t a n d h u m a n e Soc i e ty . A I - -

t h o u g h i t s t o be o b f e r y e d vvha t G / W ^ r , , ^ 

learned a n d m o d e r a t e P a p i i l , relates i n h i s 

E p i f t i e t o t h e P u k e o f ( ? « A 4 a n d Cle'Ve^ 

;• /.. ' t o 

I 



t o t h i s p u r p o f e . T h a t t h e r e w ^ r c c e r t a i n -

p e o p l e • i n G e r w w j b e a r i n g t h e d e n o m i ­

n a t i o n oiJnalfaptifis^Nho r e f i l l e d a n d o p -

p o f e d t h e o p i n i o n s a n d p r ac t i c e s o f t h o l e 

^tMun^ier, a n d t a u g h t t h e c o n t r a r y D o -

£ t r i n ; e , W h e r e b y ( i n h i s o p i n i o n ) t h e y a p ­

peared t o b e i n c i t e d b y a G o d l y m i n d , a n d 

r e n d r e d t h e m f e l v e s r a t h e r w o r t h y o f p i t y 

t h e n p e r f e c u t i o n a n d p e r d i t i o n . A n d t h a t 

inHolland t h o l e w h o h a v e fucceeded t h e m , 

d o i n D o a r i n e a n d p r a ^ i c e a d h e r e t o t h e 

l a m e peaceable p r i n c i p l e s , is p u b l i q u e l y 

k n o w n . B u t t h e m i l g u i d e d zeal o f f o m e 

( o t h e r w i f e m i n d e d i n t h e ^oint ofBaptifm) 
h a t h f r e q u e n t l y , t h o u g h u n d u e l y , i m p u t e d 

t h e l i k c ' i m p i o u s o p i n i o n s , d e f i g n s a n d i n ­

t e n t i o n s u n t o a l l t h a t are ca l l ed b y t h a t 

n a m e ; a l t h o u g h t h e i r f o u l s a b h o r t h e v e r y 

m e m o r y o f f u c h i m p i o u s do61:rines, a n d 

t h e i r b l o o d y con fequences . T h a t f u c h e v i l 

o p i n i o n s a n d prad t ices are n o n a t u r a l o r 

n e c e l f a r y c o n c o m i t a n t s o r confequences 

o f t h e D o a r i n e a b o u t B a p t i i i T i , n o r o f a n y 

p o f s i b l e c o n n e x i o n w i t h i t , is eaf ie t o b e 

d i f c e r n c d • yet b y t h e l i k e m i f t a k e w e n o w 

f u f f e r 



f u f f e r u n d e r j e a l o u f i e s , t h r o u g h t h e W i c k e d 

T r e a f o n , R e b e l l i o n a n d M u r d e r , o f 

f e w heady a n d d i f t e m p e r e d p e r f b n s , pre^ 

t e n d i n g t o i n t r o d u c e a C i v i l a n d t e m p o ­

r a l r e i g n a n d G o v e r n m e n t o f J e l i i s C h r i f t 

b y t h e i r I w o r d s , a n d t o H i b v e r t a l l Civil 
Government a n d Juthority. > . > 

Y e t w e c a n n o t i m a g i n e a r e a f o n w h y 

t h e i r b l o o d y t enen t s , a n d t r a g i c a l a d t i n g s 

i O i o u l d r e f l e t u p o n t h o l e o f o u r p e r l w a -

fian, t h e p e r l b n s n o t b e i n g o f o u r b e l i e f 

o r p r a 6 t i c e a b o u t B a p t i l n i , b u t , t o t h e 

b e f l : o f o u r i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e y w e r e a l l (ex­

cep t o n e ) " a f l e r t o r s o f I n f a n t - B a p t i l m , a n d 

n e v e r h a d c o m m u n i o n w i t h us i n o u r A f . 

f e m b l i e s ; n o r h a t h t h e r e b e e n a n y c o r r e -

I p o n d e n c e , o r c o n v e r l e b e t w e e n u s : b u t 

cont rar iv^^i le , i n t h e i r M e e t i n g s , t h e y have 

i n v e i g h e d b i t t e r l y a g a i n f t us , as w o r f l i i p . 

p e r s . o f t h e B e a f t , b e c a u l e o f o u r c o n f t a n t 

d e c l a r i n g a g a i n f t t h e i r c o n c e i t e d , w i l d i n ­

t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f d a r k P r o p h e c i e s , a n d e n -

J t h u l i a f t i c a l i m p u l l e s , a n d p r o f e f l e d a n d 

p r a d i f e d o u r d u t y o f f u b j e a i o n t o t h e 

C i v i l M a g i f t r a c y . 

A n d 



A n 4 i t is n o t o r i o L i f l y k n o w n , t h ? y e t y 

l a i ^ e p e r l b n s , o r a t l e a f t t h e L e a d e r s , a n d 

rĴ ^̂ 'J ;jh;e m p / l o f t h e n i , f o r m e r l y a d v a n c e d t j i e i ^ 

' ' pxei ten^ed S t a n d a r d o f J e f u s C h r i f t , 

r^udx a g a i n f t us as a g a i n f t a n y oth(?rs. 

A n < i i t 4s as p u b U q u e l y k n o w n , t h a t ^ -

y e p i n t h i s t h e i r R e b e l l i o n , l i i c h o f us 

^s w e r e ca l led t h e r e u n t o ( w h i c h v f W 

, n i a n y ) w e r e ready t o h a z a r d p u r l i ves t o 

i u p p r e l s the i ;n . 

A n d i f i u c h a c o n f t a n t c o n t i n u e d o p -
p o f i t i o n u n t o t h e i ^ l p i o u s t enen t s a n d 
p r a d l i c e s o f t he l e p e r l b n s b o t h i n o u r 
D o ^ r i n e a n d L i v e s , w i l l n o t b e p f t ^ n i -
e d a p r e g n a n t a n d c o g e n t e v i d e n c e o f o u r 
u n l p o t t e d i n n o c e n c e f r o m t h e i r ^ ' j ^ ^ a f o n 
a n d R e b e l l i o n , a n d f a t i s f i e every m a n , 
t h a t mr Souls nelPer ^ntred into their fecretx^ 
w e c a n o n l y appea l t o t h e A l l - f e e i n g 
G o d , t h e j u d g e o f a l l t h e earth ' , t o v i n - . 
d i c a t e us i n h i s r i g h t e o u s j u d g e r n e n t , >vho 
w e are a f l i i r e d w i l l j u d g e a n d doe r i g h t *.*G:n.i8.*r. 
I n . w h o f e p r e f e n c e w e P r o t e f t , t h a t vio 
n e i t h e r h a d . t h e l e a f t f o r e k n o w l e d g e p f 
j h e f a i d l a te T r e a f o n a b l e I n f u r r e a i o n ^ n p r 

B d i d 



( r o ) . _ 
d i d a n y o f us i n a n y k i n d o r degree w h a t -
fcever, d i r e d l y , o r i n d i r e d l y , c o n t r i v e , 
p r o m o t e , a f s i f t , a b e t , o r a p p r o v e t h ^ 
l a m e : b u t d o e f t e e m i t o u r d u t y t o G o d , 
t o h i s M a j e f t y , a n d t o o u r N e i g h b o u r ' 

- n o t o n l y t o be o b e d i e n t , b u t a l i o t o u f e 
^ou r u t m o f t i n d u f t r y t o p r e v e n t a l l i i i c h 
' T r e a f o n s , M u r d e r s , a n d R e b e l l i o n s 5 a n d 
^ t o u l e , i n a l l o u r A l T e m b l i e s , c o n f t a n t 
p rayers a n d f u p p l i c a c i o n s f o r h i s M a j e ^ 
fty. 

W h e r e f o r e w e h u m b l y befeech h i s M a -
j e f t y , a n d d e f i r e a l l o u r f e l l o w f u b j e d t s 
t h a t o u r A ( 5 l i o n s , D o d r i n e s a n d L i v e s ' 
m a y b e t h e o n l y glalTes t h r o u g h w h i c h 
t h e y w i l l l o o k i n t o o u r hear ts , a n d pals 
j u d g e m e n t u p o n u s , a n d t h a t t h e t e -

. a en t s o r o p i n i o n s o f o t h e r s , e i ther i n ^his 
, -or f o r e i g n K i n g d o m s , m a y n o t b e i m ^ 
- p u t e d t o u s , w h e n o u r D o d r i n e s a n d 
< L i v e s d o declare o u r a b h o r r e n c y o f t h e m * 

W e b e h e v i n g , t h a t J e f u s C h r i f t h i m l e l f 
h i s ' A p o f t l e s , a n d C h r i f t i a n R e l i g i o n * 
d i d c o n f i f t w i t h , a n d o b e y t h e I m p e ! 
l i a l G o v e r n m e n t t h a t t h c a w a s i n t h e 



( i i y 

W o r l d , - a n d t h a t w e ought '^ tQ o b e y hisv 
M a j e f l y only for T^fk^ ^^.j^r conjxi^ 
ence faks, . • ; 

W e d e f i r c t h e r e f o r e t h a t i t m a y Jbe 
c o n l i d e r e d w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e , w h e t h e r 
o u r p e r i w a C o n i n t h e m a t t e r of Bap-] ' 
t i f m , h a t h a n y c o n n e x i o n w i t h t h e f t 
D o c t r i n e s a g a i n f t Gcnpermnent ? O r w h e ­
t h e r t h e f t c a n b e t h e p r o b a b l e c o n f t -
quences o r in ferences f r o m o u r D o -

î /W (Strine c o n c e r n i n g Baptifmi A n d w e 
. p r a y t h a t i t m a y be ftrioufly c o n f i d e -

, p r e d , w h e t h e r i t be r a t i o n a l , j u f t , o r 
jjijrf' C h r i f t i a n , t o i m p u t e a l l t h e e r ro r s a n d 

w i c k e d n e l s o f a n y S e f t o f C h r i f t i a n s i n 
/ l o n e age o r C o u n t r y , t o t h e p e r l b n s o f 
if a n o t h e r age a n d C o u n t r y , ca l l ed b y t h e 
lis' n a m e o f t h e f o r m e r ? e ipec i a l l y w h e n 
jî tt' t h e f t e r r o u r s o r i m p i e t i e s gave n o t t h e 

n a m e t o t h e S e a , (as i n o u r c a f t ) n o r 
i c a n b e r e a l b n a b l y fiippoftd t o be the? 

^j^i c o n f t q u e n c e s o f t h a t o p i n i o n f r o m 
J w h e n c e t h e S e a h a d i t s d e n o m i n a ^ 
III) . ^. 

l i o n . -•• 

U I t w o u l d n o t b e h o l d e n j u f t t o ave r 
J "."̂ "̂  "'V • B ' z e v e r y 



Hirf ¥ t b t H B f i t t 8 b a i c v e 'ConfuiftamM:! 
^ , o r khfiM PredepmtiOH a n d Reprokattm, 
becaufe i w i k r . w a s xealpus i n tWe b i l l ^ 
i n d C ^ / f i w i n t h e o t h e r 5 w h y ther^Forc 
fliould t h e e r rors a n d i m p i e t i e s o f o t h e r s , 
b e i m p u t e d t o us , w h i l f t w e e a r n e f H ^ 
c o n t e n d a g a i n f t t h e m ? A n d as t o o r i r 
D o c t r i n e o f B a p t i l m , w e h o p e e t f r ^ 
e h r i f t i a n t h a t h a t b leHrchcd t h e S c r i p ­
t u r e s , k n o w c t h , t h a t t h e r e W i i n t s n o t fo 
m u c h c r i d e i K e , a t l e a f t f o r o u r o p i n i o n 
a n d p r a c t i c e , as C h r i f t i a n c h a r i t y m a y 
w e l l a l l o w , t h o n g l i i n I b m e rnens 
j u d g e m e n t s w e f h o u l d b e e f t e e m e d ' m i f , 
t a k e n - a n d i t w i l l b e e a f i l y g r a n t e d b y 
t h e Learnedy t h a t t h e r e is n o i m i p i e t y i n 
c u r D o c t r i n e o f B a p t i l m , n o r o p p o f i c i o n 

- io'Chil GoWmnent, o r h i s M i j e f t i e s i / ^ , 
thoritj ; n e i t h e r ' c a n t h e i n j u r y o f 6 u r 
N e i g h b o u r b e t h e n a t u r a l c o t i f e q u e t l c e o f 

t h e O m n i p d t m t " - i t o w c r ^ o f H e a v a r i d 
E a r t h w i l l f o d i l p p f e h i s M a j e f t y a n d h i s 
Temples ^ R ^ t t s \ , ^ i t v f e ' w o t f h i p 

^ G o d 



G o d i n peace a n d f r e e d o m , a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e F i l t h w c h a v e r e c e i v e d , l i v i n g a pcace-

a b l e A t i d q u i e t l i l fc i n a l l g o d l i n c f T a n d h o -

, u e % . 

THa;t i t i t i ^ y y e t m o r e f i i l l y a p p e a r , 
T h a t d t f r ^ i n c i p l e s f u g g e f t e d i n t h i s 

A p o l o g y a b o u t S u b j e c t i o n t o Magijlracj 
^ni OoVemmfity a g a i n f t t h e c o n t r a r y o p i ­
n i o n s ^ n d p rac t i ces , are n o t n e w , n i n d i 
lefe p r o c e e d i n g f r o m us u p o n t h e f l r c c d s -
l e fne f s d f t h i s T r a g i c a l e n t e r p r i i e , w e 
h a v e A o u g h t fit h e r e w i t h t o p u b h f h a n 
A p o l o g y o f o u r a n c i e n t , a n d c o n f t a n c 
P r i n c i p l e s , p r e l e n r e d w i t h o u r h u m b l e P e ­
t i t i o n t o t h e " K i n g s m o f t exce l len t M a j e ­
fty, I b m e m o n e r h s fincCjirLthe year , 1660^ 



W i l l i a m K i H c n . ^ . ^ ^ , H e n r y D e n . - . 
J o h n B a t t y ^ r j f j ^ v i T h o m a s L a m t ^ r 
T h o m a s Coof^er . ' P h i h p T r a v o r s . . 
J o h n P e a r f o n . " . ^ ^ T h o m a s P e n f o n . 
H e n r y H i l l s . ' F r a n . S m i t h ] • 

E d w a r d H a r r i l o i l . ' J o h n G o f n o l d . 
5 a m u e l T u l l . 

* J o h n C o x . 
J a m . K n i g h t . 
C h r . B l a c k w o o d . 

' E d w a r d R o b e r t s -

J o h n M a n . 

Z . W o r t h -

J o h n R i x . 

J o h n C l a y t o n . 

D a n i e l R o y f e . 

M a r k C a m . 

T h o . B r o m h a l i . ^ 

S a m u e l S t a n t o n . 
J o h n B r o w n i n g . 
T h o m a s ^ 

J o h n S p i l s b e r y . • 
J e r . Z a n c h y . 
J o f e p h S i m p f o i j ^ -



A n A p o l o g y o f f o m e c a l l e d Ana-^ 

baptijls, i n a n d a b o u t t h e C i t y 

o f London^ in b e h a l f o f t h e m -

f e l v e s a n d o t h e r s o f t h e f a m e 

J u d g e m e n t w i t h t h e m ^ 

(Orafoiuch as i t hath been our por t ion 
all along to faffer, not only fome 
hard things in many of our perfons, 
but alfo very much in our reputat i ­
ons, through the unjuf t afperfions 

and calumnies o f our adverfaries, and fuch, who, 
though they dayly behold our inoffenlive conver-
fat ion, and do or may know our Faith and Do 
<arine,will not yet be delivered f r o m thofe ground-
lefs and injurious reports,which they have,withoUt 
proof, concerning things or perfons, taken up, but 
contrariwife continue in prels, pulpi t and comnion 
difcourfe, induf t r iouf ly to divulge things tending 
t o our defamation, and more efpecially for that 
purpofe watching the opportunity o f all revolut i ­
ons and changes o f perfons exercifcd in Govern­
ment , which hath o f t en hapned i n ihefe Nat ions 

^ ^ ' ' y ' ^ ^ ' A n d 



A n d inafimichas thedef ign o f onr advcrfaries 
therein hath appeared to be the rendnng of us 
obnoxious to thofe that have had mof t power ip 
their hand to offend and harm us, and have for 
that pui-pore invented fuch calumnies as mi^it 
beft accomplifli that dcf ign , \yhich although tkey 
have been various, and fomctimes m i m f e f t l y 
crofs and contradi^ory one to another, yet ha­
v i n g no other ground (that we know oK) ih tn the 
forementioned evil purpole they have t f e c f o r e 
bo th one and other, even all of them, been ,gene-. 
rally accompanied wi th the charge of dif^ibedi-
ence to Magiftracy and C i v i l Government. 

W e have therefore {>een necefTitated Cas altera­
tions i n Government have hapned) to renew oa; 
vindications i n this publique manner, having yeijy 
feldome opportunity othcrwife to inform cither 

;Magi te^e5 or people o f the injaries done un to us, 
and which is much more, to the t ruth we dp pro-
fcfs. -And that in this prefent co^junaure pf af-

.faips, . the«nif- reprefentat ion o f n^ , either, formerly 
-or now, may not take impreffion upon any to the 
damage o f us and our profeff ion, we have thought 

• i c requ i f i t eno t to br ing t o l i gh t any new matter, 
»i>ut only to ex t r ad out o f our former Confe0ions 
o f Faith jsnd Declarations, our conftont Principle's 

! t o 'wtiich we have been, (and fliall alwayes gp^;:^-
. vour (the Lord.aff i f t tng us) that put pradice may 
- f t i l l be) conformable i n th i s great; point cpncern-
$4eg : Magiftracy and civi l eovernment3.;^s^ by,|;bere 
extrads fo l lowing may appear. • „, _ , 
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i # ^^^^ ^^'^^^ ^^giftracie is an Ordinance of GodJet C<»Mioa. of 
P̂f i uf by him for the pmifment of evil doers, and for the Sfau^/hes'if 

of them that do well, and that in aHlawfulLondon,whkh 
I M things commandedbN them, fub]eBio¥o7zBTo be n-V^ 
, i ' " ' i l ' ^ ^ord, not only for m U , b u t f o r ' X t Z 
1 iti?f ^0^1*^fence fake and that we are to make fupplicati- Anabapcifts, 
\0 orts and prayers for Kings,~^^UtffMaYe in Autho-
\ ''̂  ^rP- ^^^^ f*^der ihem rve rhay Itve a peaceable a quiet vcral yearsj '- '' 
'' jiiS life in allgodlinefs ancl honefty, \6^iA 6^6^. • 
y , "^^0 are falfly called Anahaptifls, being asjea-i^^^^' ' 
J' f y ^ f /'^O' <^^'^^l Magi ft rates, as to profefs our fdb- coiasninga 

lemonto them in all lawful Commands, rvhat-f'^'^^^^^l^ 
. ever ts preached or printed of us, by any to the contra - hixhTyz^ 

^Jj ^nd whosoever have or flail accufe us, either to the »ff4J. p- 4-
^^agiftrates or to the common people, that wc will not 

;/[|f obey Authority, dofalfely accufe us. 
y * And however it be a thing very defireable to godly „ j),claratioii 
ĵjj, men to have [uch to be their Governors as fear thehy thcfcvefai 

LorU inafmuch its together with their moral Princi-^f^p'^^}^'^' 
ĵf' V^es, they are under more folemn bands of engage- about 

, | ment AS chriflians, to execute J^udgement and fti- the cicy of 
fiice, an4faithfully to difchxrgeth^irrrufl', ^^^^'^-wry^of'vini:-
ttfmuch alfo as they will be mare ready toproteSl godly cation of 

V 7nen which generally are the hated of the world, a id to tiis'"'*^!^" 
propagate tbeGofpeltn thjfr Terr/tones^ then othsr^^^^^^^ Ui^i-

1^ men will be 5 yet whatever the Magi fir ate is in pint ^K^^^^Jĵ ^^^ 
J' of Religion^ he is to be reverenced and obeyed in all^^[!^^^ ^]^ ^\ 
I thofe commands of h^J which do not intrench upon, 
^ or ri fe up' in oppoftion to the commands of God, 
'I And we do freely acknowledge that Ki^fgly: 

Government ejfablijhtd, guided and bounded by 
I c /«y? 



( I S ) 
\uaandrfhol[m l m , U hth albrved iy Gcd, and 
Adod ucommdMuntomn. • 

0,cla«.ion ^rhAt all veepU in every »'>m»> ''s we I members of 
f : Churches Jothers,oughtfor cor,^ctence (ike to honour 

than of C<.n- fuch ash ihcwi e ailfDjfgr'" I > ••re 

t:I:C.rmds,r,a cnlj of/uch Rulers m m f m h f d M cver> 

' ^K, ' " Ahou?h rvc unmi M«tr tr!]iipficiM» of eve. 

"['''"'Iti tersofReUgion, no more then cm Chr.^tm frtends 

tifts in ana LhdonUet rve CAt> fay.thu, and prove i t t ) alt the 
aboat theGi-/ / , I/,,h ken ear frofefston, and ts m red 

the 12. ;6st^.r , 'm fo live feaadh under the G6<vern^ 
^ ^ ^ u f i M ^ ^ n this 'mon: , f j r .e do heUe.e 
- i " ^ ^ ^ " - ^nd declare Magip^cy to he nn Ordwance of God, 

and ought to be ohejedin all ImfuUhiT^gs, , 
Thefc things we have heiem recited, the rather 

becaufe that fuch judgement as aiall be made by 
nnv concerning us, may be fairly and duly taken 
i n d calculated f r o m our own wri t ings, and not 

' -r"-.. f r o m the afperlions unjuf t ly caft upon os by fuch,^ 
• t w h o h a v e not only r endredmanygml ry fo r the 

offence fake o f fome one perfon, bu t alfo called 
r oth«rs after the (lime name given to us, wi th 
' whom we have had or held no correfpondency or 

agreement, endeavouring to blemifl i our profef-
' i^ion by charging the whole party, not only with 
the guil t o f many ftrangc unfound opmions, fuch 
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as were never received or allowed by them, b u l 
alfo w i t h many adions wherein they have been 
leaft o f a l l . i f at all conceraed. A n d as for thofe 
things wherein any of us, or other o f our judge-
mcnt have been adnally concerned, we hope i t 
hath proceeded f r o m a due regard to thofe invar i ­
able Rules given i n the holy Scripture for the or­
dering our converfation w i t h refpe^tunto M a g i ­
ftracy, according to the beft judgement could be 
made of them,and purfuant thereunto,done in ob-
fervanceof thofe publique Ed ids and peclarat i -
ons, whereunto the m o f t univerfal obedience,and 
conftant adherence hath been required by thole 
that have had the power over u«,and who havf ad­
mi t ted us the leaft o f any people to difpute the 
vearon of Governments and laws. 

A n d for that the fub jc f t ion yielded by us to the 
powers that have been over us, hath proceeded 
f r o m a confcience not daring to difobey, unlefs i n 
fuch things which we could not underftand to be 
l awfu l , and theaffeaions that have been manife< 
fted therein have arifen f r o m the enjoyment o f 
that due liberty and p ro t c f t i on which weh^ve 
had in matters of Religion 5 wc ^ l o ^ ^ f P ^ ^ " ^ 
f i r e t h ^ t none o f us upon the re-eftablifhrnent ot 
tbeprefent Government, (hall now be adjudged 
criminal by our prcfcnt Governors, b u r that we 
may notwithf tanding, reap the benefit o l that ta-
vour that hath been declared and tendred by tne 
K i n s s M a j e f t y , and be prote^ed f r o m all in jury 
and violence whatfoever, equally w i t h ^^^^^^^ f»s 



Majefties Subjeifls, in the quiet and peaceable en­
joyment of our Religious and C i v i l Rights and 
Liberties, we def i l ing and endeavouring t o be* 
have our felves i n all good confcience towards 
G o d and man^remembring that Rule o f our L o r d , 
that we are to render unto Ca/ar the things which 
zteCafars, and to God the things which are Gods; 
and that we, as well as Rulers, muf t certainly at 
the great day be accountable to the Juf t and 
Righteous Judge o f all the earth, for all our 
doings. 
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