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| For the Vindication

T

o

CONFESSIO.

FAITH,

Of the feveral Congreé‘é-éi()ns or Chur-

ches of Chrift in LonD oN, which are commonly | | -

(though unjuftly)called AN ABAPTYIST 5w
i PUBLISHED, e
of the truth, and information of ’ i}
theignorant 5 likewife for the takingoff of thofeaf- |
perfions whichare frequently bothin Pulpity <
_ 'rv_%{lléPrIf{!cjunjqﬁiy caft upon‘them, .= ,
RT BLEEDINGS
% D
hominations;
: : Ole. et
A faithfull generall Epiftle( from the fame Churches) pre-
fentedto all who,have knowne the way of truth, forewarn'ng
them to flee fecurity, and careleffe walking under the Pro-

feffion of the fame, difcovering fome of Sathans wiles, whereby

alfo, wanronperfons and their ungodly wayes are
difclaimed.

HEAL
 Profeffors ab

FOR

g

But this I confeffe unto thee. that afier the way they call herefie, fa worfhip I the God of my
Fathers, believing all things that ave written ‘inthe Law and the Prophets, and have hope
- towards God, which they themifelves alfo allow; that there fhall be a refurreftion of the. dead,

- bothof the juft and uniuft, A.ffs 24. 14. 15. i .
For;:_va‘e_ eanno bur [peake the things which wee have [een, andl bhedrd, A% 4. 20.

* L5 Lo 220 Sl -

;i The third Imprd}l;n corredid:

Londou; Printed by M S. and are to be fold by . Tyton at the three daggers in Fleeifireet,
- and L. Chapman atthe Crowne in Popes-head Alley. 1651 o
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To the

'READER.

Courteous Reader,

Here is nothing wherein Saints [hould be
more comverfant then in promoting the
honour of the Lord and bis Chrift, firi-
ving and [indying to walke before bine a-
greeable to the truth recorded in bis word,
= =2 the confideration of which, is a_ [trongin-

ducement untons 1o engage (to the utmoft of onr abilities )ir.

tb_z‘: worke, that when other men content themfelves by li-

Zing below the rule, wee may [trive to walke clofe therennto,

(fidtablero the patterne left us by Ged in bis word ) and

\ whenmany account it their glorieto turne their backs upor

 what they profeffed to have received from Chrift, wee may
3 : Za Jhrive

| 84230004808004880803
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To the Reader.

Jtrive to boneur God, by a Jredfaft continnance in what wee
buve received, and in a diligent [peaking the things whick '
wee have [ecne and heard frorm bim. the weight of whichat
Jirft prevailed upen us to declare unto the world this onr
Confeflion of faith, and faithfull Epiftle, which wee
bave againe reprinted, ancd made publique fer the rea fons
following. .

Firft, The invitations and earncft [olicitations of Jeverall
of our Brethren, from all parts of the Nation, whofe hearts
long to bebold (in publigue ) our ftabilitie-and perfeverance ||
in the way and truth of ourGod, ithat by it they may have |
wherewith, to put to filence thofe who have lately takenliber=
ty toreproach andundervalue the truth profe[fed by #s.

Secondly, That the world may behold that.throvg h grace,
(by which alone wee ftand) we are Tre_/érved from back fli-

ding or revolting from the way andiruth, wee for ome yeares | =

have followed God in, In which (through faith and ebedi-
ence ) wee truft to be continued, wnre the comming of onr
Lord and Savionr Jefws Chrift.

Thirdly, That wee might prevent Sathan and his agcors-
Plices in their enterp rifes, who have of late abounded nore
then ordinary, with firatagems and inventions to cirenst=
vent poore Saints,in their [tabilitie and love unto the truth,

- among ftwhich t his was no [mall one. (in. feverall remoit
parts ) thatwee had caft off all our former profelfion and
practife, fothat mone remained together, worlbipping God |

in bis way owning them/elves the Churc
growneupto a further attainement an

hes of Chrift,but were

dlight (as they [ay)

to live more immediatly
low, meane, and contemptible a way as Ordinances,

with God and Chrift, then 1 fuch.

thinking .

thereby .




To the Reader

'ikcreby to flumble and difoearren many whofe hearts were
approved to God. :

Fourthly, That wee might take off prejudice from the

bearts of thofe (many of which wee pave comfortable

hopes ) who are or may be prejudiced againft s, from
thefe many inveltives, andbitter unjufp reproaches, wee are

or maybe ( for worfbiping onr God according to our confci.
ence andthe rule of truth ) expofed unto, and they (if it be

the . good pleafure of our God ) come to underftand

our prafife, and [ubject themfelves to the Lord in- bis

commands,

Laftly, The rensembrance o f what good 1his our underta-
king bath formerly donein the Countrics, where it hath becr
Jpread ( of which we have bad particular notice from feve~
rall ) whofe hearts have been refrefbed  there-
with) is no fmall inducenzent to us to bring this forth again:

n print,

Conrteons Friend, wee defire thee Soberly to weigh and

confider what wee have profeffed befare men, and angels,
out nf the fimplicitie of onr Ibeart;, and let not p)'ejudice pre-
Vent thy profitting, but make it thy great care
andfludy to giveupthy underffanding to love and receive
the truth, a5 it is in Fefus, delighting thy felfe in that
Government, which is by bis owne bandeﬂab/i/]gea’ in hbis
honfes be not difbeartned althongh then Jhouldeft  heare
of the mifcarriage of fome, kuowing that in wany things
wee finne all, and come fhort of the grace of our God,
Wor if thow jhouldeft be advertifed of the falling away of

any ;



To the Reader.

sty one, doe but confider wee live in the laft ages of the
-world, Wherein many (hall depart from the trath,

( nether isit a new thing Jor men 1o relmguiﬂ? their
profelfion.) ~

But firive thon to follow God fully, and to [tand
faft in the fimplicity of the truthy and God owr Father,

andour Lord Jeofus Chrift be with thee, and be thy guide

and Counfellonr,

Signed in the name, and by the appoint-.

- ment of the aforefaid feverall Churches, mee--

tingin LONDON,

William Kiffen, Edward Harrifon,

John Spilfbery, Richard Graves,
Jofeph Sanfon, Edward Roberts,
.Hugh Gofnell, Thomas Waters,
Thomas Pault, Henry Forty, -
Jofeph Patfhall. Thomas Young,
William Confet, John Watfon,

A Confefsion
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CONFESSION OF FAITH -
ofthe feveral Congregations or

Churches of Chrift in Londos, which are.

commonly (though unjuftly ) called
ANABAPTISTS.

I
et He Lord our God is but?one God, whofe +; cor. 8. 6 -
) :ﬁ O ® {ubfiftence is in himielfe; whofe effence 1. 44. &-
/ % ' cannot be comprehended by any but him- Chap. 46.9.
AR Y,

7

/
é / bExod. 3414
(. £ £ = linginthe light, which no man can ap- o Gaers
> | proach unto, who is in himfelfmoft* holy, < pfl. 147, 5.

?///ﬂ

U] ;1

domie,i power,love;* merciful and gracious, long fuffering and f jg:’ 36. 5
. . F2.

every way ©infinite, in ‘greateffe,n® wif- ¢ Deur. 32.3. .

S

{elfe; who only hath immortality, dwel- L Tim 6 16+ -

abundant in goodneffe and truth, who giveth ¥being, moving ;7 ; G
. . b3 o x

af{d'prefervation to all creacures. k Ads 17, 18.
1] Rom. 11. 34.

: In this divine and infinite being, there is the. Fatherthe a1 ¢,y
Word, and theholy Spiri ing th e

G > the“holy Spirit, each having the whole divine » Joh. 1. 1.

" Cf.fcnc:e, yet the eflence undivided;  all infinite wicthout any ©Chap.xs.z6.
€ginning, therefore but © one God, who isnot to bedivided jn *£%0d- 3.14.

nature, and being, but diftinguithed by feverall peculiar rela- - * ¢ % &
tive properties. A
IT1: Ephef, 1. 11, .

. God hath = decreed in him (elf, before the world was, concer- Rom. 11.332.

Ning all things,® to worke, difpofe, and bring them about (ac- el
corcing to the counfel of his owne will ) to hisglory : yet with- _ pgy 25 1.

therein. 26«

o Pl 115, 3. -

out;being the Author of fiane, or having fellowfhip with any. 1 Sam. 10. o. -



51 Thef 5.p;  The rule of this knowledge, faith and obedience, e

2 A Confeffionof Faith.
P . . o - - . v g
Prov.21. 6. therein ) in which appeares his wifedome in difpofing all

Exad. 21 1 . . : e EE 5
Prov. 1¢. 3 things ,unchangeablencile, power,aﬂdtauh;‘uﬂneﬂe in accom-

Paal. ,44_33' p ifhing his decree : and God hath before the foundation of the

1. 45.7. world, foreordainctd fome mento eternall life, through Jetus
%‘;:t :54-1?- Chrift, to the praife and gloric of his grace; leaving the reftto
628,30, 3& in theic {inne, to their juft cond:mnation, and to the praife

Col. 1.16. 17, S
Mi) vrz0) of hisjaftice.

‘Rom, 3.'4. A7

er, 3 a . . . -
Jer.10.10.  Inthe*beginning God made all things very good created

Eph. 1. * z - 2 s . S
Yad. 4. 6‘?’ 5+ man after hisowne® image, filled with all mect perfection ot

Pio. 104. Nature,and freefrom all tin 5 but. long heabode not in this

a4 Gen.1.1, honour, Satan ufing the fubtilty of the ¢ Serpent, tO {educe firft

ﬁ:l-;;-.lfz- Ez'e,..nhcn.by her feduging Adam ; who without any cOmPUIﬁ'
bs Cor. 15, g’:&ﬂleaé"}g the forbxddfen fruit, ,tranfgreffed the command o
= Ecc‘:f, 46. n(;)W’ai-z ; tell,.\\ hf'n b:]‘ death came upon all h.is poﬂerlty,whho
o '?x'_'9' e O"C“xfd I fin, a.nd by nature the Children of wratl

3-1.4,5 the fervants of fin, the fubje&s of ¢ death, and other miferies I

2 COLT St hs s i ] }
<y Tim.z.rj.‘thls world,and forever,unles the Lord Jefus Chrft fet them free.
V

fgal. iy ) ; :

2Rom. §.12, e N : ]

: .;, 55 h‘GOd inhis infinite* power and wifdome, doth” difpofe all

Chzp. 6. z,, tH1ABStO the end for which they were created, that neither a-

Ephef: 2. 3. DY thing befalsany by chancesor without his¢ providences and

2 Jobe 38. 17, that what{oever befals the Ele&,is by hisapppoincments for his
lfa. 46. 1c. glorie and theit“ good, |

Ecclef. 3. 14; \2 B
¢ Mat. 50.29. Abll the Ele& being * loved of God, withan everlafting loves
O 3( . redeemcd,quickned and faved,not by themfelves,not ‘h‘l“
e 3‘3‘3- owne workes, leaftany man {hould boaft, but only andwhol'y
dRom. 5 8, 0¥ God of his free * grace and mercy through Jefus Chrift, who
*Jerigras 18 made unto us by God, ¢ wif{dome, righteoutnefle, fan&ificati-
Ephef.1.3.7 oN, and redemption, and all in all, that he that rejoyceth might

Chp. 2.8, 9. rejoycein th
i 5.’9. joy he Lord.

¢ A&s 13- 38. .
-y S5 ,3_ 3% Andathisislife eternall, that wee might know him the only

Ter. 9.23.24. trie God, and Jefiis Chrift whom he hath fent. “And on b;b:
4 1Cor 1.33yz1contrary,the Lord wil render vengeance in flaming fire to tié'x'
Jer. 23. 6. that know not God, and obey notthe Gofpeil of e q%vrff"‘.’

< john 17 .3, ; e 71
Heb. 5. 9. VIl acerning
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g . s A Confelfion of Faith. A
p ¢ worthip of God, in which is contained the whole duty of man,, * Col. 2.123.
S (Dot * meng lawes or traditions, but) only the word of God Mar-15. 9. 6.

.

ontained in the holy ° Scriptures, in which is plainly recorded :Jg:n T 5
Whatioever is needfull for us to know,believe, and pratife, which 14, ; 7',3."‘ b
are the only rule of holineffe and obedience for all Saints, at all . 8.0 ™ |
times, in all places to beobferved. ; Gal. 1. 8,9."
» i ; : - 1K = ‘ Afs3.22,23.

. The Lord: Jefus Chrift, ( of whom * Mofes and the Prophets :
. Wwrote, the Apottles preached ) heis the® Son of God, the bright. Cf‘"',’; ; !{‘ ‘
@ mefleot hisglorie, &c, by whom he made the world, who uphol- & :EI i

deth and governethall things that hehath made; who alfo when Dan.7.13.% |
the °fulnefle of time was come, was made of a woman, of the 9;*4» 25.26-
Tribe of Fudab, of tlie fecd of Abrabam and Duvid ; to Wit, of the §5ro% % *3- -
Virgin Mary, the holy Spirit comming downe upon her, the {;‘lb’, . 8. 3
power of the moft High overfhadowing her, and he was alfo & Gal. 4. 4.
tempted as wee are, yet without finne, a : ;‘"‘—bl" 7';4‘
withGen. 49. 9. 10.Rom.T, 3. . 10. Mat. 1. 16, withL . “:'s.o
st R e e R LT A P L

y o ¢ | | ”.Tim.kiﬂk

 * Jefus Chrift is made theMediator of the new and everlafting Co- Heb. . 15-

venant of grace between God and man ever to be® perfe&ly & full 7 Jo?n,u{;é.

 the Propher, Prieft, and King of the Church of God for ever more. i

7 L . X Io a AT B

. Unto thisOffice he wasappointed by *God fromeverlafting, and xrl;m;' 5 éc

iﬂ refpe& pf his man-hood, from the vg'omb called, feparatcd'd:’ and 49- ‘;5; b Ifa.
and anointed moft fully and abundantl y with all gifts neceffary, 1 ' 22314 5

( i i 2 8 28 . & 61, .
God having without meafure %olvw;red out hisSpirit uponhim. ;e o ¥y

: . ' 22,
Concerning his Mediator-fhip, the Scripture holds forth Chrifts : : 14, 15].(‘;23

call to his Office : For * none takes this honour upon him, but he3: 34 '
that is called of God, as was Aaron, it being an aftion of God, “Heb-5+4,5,6
whereby a fpeciall promife being made, he ordains his Sonne to :
this Office, which promife is, that Chrift fhould be made a facri-
fice for finne, that he fhould fee his® feed, and prolong his dayes, ® 1 ot
and the pleafure of the Lord fhall profper in his hand: *all ofmeer _
freeand abfolute grace towards Gods ele&, and without any con-£Joba 3. 16.
dition forefeene in them to procureit. - " Rom. 8.3z.

; 7 ; a7 X1VI ‘ I\ ] $
» Tl,_us Office to be Mediator, that 5, to be Prophet Prieft, H;rb'"; z,', 4",‘

S , B : and i

LS



'Y s i3 ° AConfeffien offaitfv. ; ‘
E and King of the Church of God, is fo proper to Chrifty ftetziaéﬂgf:
| Dan. 7. 14.- therin;whole or any part thereof, it cannot be transfers :
11?5;.5 4 2. him toany other. ; 4 :
ke 1. 33, : 35 Sed \. " P :
| obates  ThisOffice to which Chriftis called, is threcfold,as *a Prophets
. with A&s 3.°Prieft, and °King: this number and order of offices is neceflary
22,23.  forinrefpe& of our “ignorance, wee ftand in need of his pr ophet!- _
b Hfb- 3.1- % call office. And in refpet of our great ¢ alienation from God, We
iy 2> necd his Prieftly office to reconcileus : and in vefpe& of our avert=
42 Cor.s. 20, Nefle and utter inabilitie to returne to God, wee need his Kingly :
, Aéisl 26, 18. gﬁice to f convince,® {ubdue, " draw,’ uphold and k preferve usto
. §Col.1. 21, hisheavenly Kingdome. ., : 25 o
= ol 878 s 2 v s \
‘¢ Pfal. 110. 3. , Cant. 1. 3. John 6. 44. *Phil. 4. [13. X2 Tim. 4. 18.
| “*Joh.r.18. & “ R0 X V. .
- Jeds-so % Concerning the Prophefic of Chrift, it is that whereby he hath
Deue. 18, 15, * fevealed the will of God whatfoever is necdfull for his Scrval;lti
| DiMax. 23. 10, to know and®obey 3 and therefore he iscalled not only 2 er oph¢ i
: df‘:ﬁ}: ;-l‘,o and Do&or, and the © Apoftle of our profefiion, and the ‘A'ng;:/
% Cor 1 2z Ofthe Covenant, but alfo the very ® wifdome of God, in who =
Col.z.3,  arehidall chetreafures of wifdome andknowledge, who for CVlf ;
ke continueth revealing the fame truth of the Gofpell to his peop %
fohn'r, 28, a ; : S =XV > ! : -
A&s3.22.  “Thathe might b v
2 A ght bea Prop et e ery way compleat,
1',‘; Hgg“i I f: ry hefhould be God,and alfo that he i-hoyuld‘be man :
; bad been God, hie could never have perfe@ly underftoo

;¢ was neceflas |
for un‘lefié?e
d the will 8

-

zg;‘ﬁ}g‘go 5 of God 5 and unleffe he had been man , he couldnot fuitably ~h;vc
is wonderfuy, Uofolded itin hisowne perfon tomen.. .;,
clearly é%’ iefed in the Scriptares:” he's called, The mighty God, [ 9.6~ Thatgword #4270
“Jobn1: 1. Giilt who is God overall; Rom. 9. 5. God gmazi‘feﬁc’d{g’t'ghe fle, s T 2 e
The fame i very God, 1 bbn s: 20, He s the firt, Revel. 1. 8. he gives being 10 81 L0 0
and without him was nothing made,” Fobn 1, 2. He forgiveth fins, Maith. 9- 6. He isb
byabam, Fabn 8, 58. He was, and.is, and ever will be the fame, Heb. r3.8: Hels -ere 108
his to the end of th:world, Mar. 28. 20. which could not be faid of Jefus Chrift ,‘f h.‘fﬂ'?a A
Ggo:id.r} And;c; the Son he fiith, Thy Throne, © God, is for ever and ever, Heb 12 8= 77—
‘38 Afs20l 280 o AT

Alsr00 28 e ! de of
~ Alfo, Chriftisnotone!y perfe&ly God, bur & Man, made ofa woman; Gal 4 2- e
the ferdrof David, Rom, 1‘; éon?mhg’Ourmoym%f David, Affs 239 .ofj;?}ﬁ’;;‘(‘:ﬁ: '
dap, A% 13.23. In that the Children were partakers of flcfh and blood, he h“m‘c( }‘:e
tooke part with them, Heb. 2. 14. he tooke not on him the nacore of Angells, but /7

Absahan, Verf. 15. So that we are bone of his bone, and flefh of his fi-th, Eph % 3,,;,,"’\Deut-
* he thas (ndiifiech, 20d they that ace fandtified, ase all of oy Hebi 2. X1+ Sec AZE3 7.
38,19 Hebit, 1, \ ' Y. o V1L
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A Confifficn of fasth. g
g, : XVIT- ‘ ; i ;
Concerning his* Pricfthood, Ghrift having fanified himfelfe, *John17. jo.
hath appeared'once to put away finne, by that one offering of Heb. 3.7, 8
himfelfe a facrifice for {inne, by which he hath fully finifhed and %oi e
. fuffered all things God required for the falvation of bis elett, Ephe'f?'s. g
. and removed all Rites and Shadows, &c. And'is now entred with- Collof. 7. 20.
in thevaile, into the Holy of Holi¢s, which is the prefence of God. Ephef. 2. 14,
Alfo,he makes his peoplea fpiricual houfe anholy Prieft-hood to ;7’.‘5' e
offer up fpiritual Sacrifice acceptable to God through him.Ncicher Ii«%’: 148
, doth the Fatheraccept, or Chrift offer to the Father any other g.1. 1Pt % s |
worfhipp or worfhippers. ¥ i - Johia.23524 |
XVIIL , & . b
~ ThisPriefthood was not legal¥or tzmporary, but according to;gzg'f?‘.; Z f
theOrder of* Melchifedec, and is ftable and perfe&, not fora, time, yg 19 20,21,
b.ut for ever; which is fuitable to Jefus Chrift, as to him that ever 24, 25.
| liveth - Chrift was the Pricft, Sacrifice, and Altar : he was a Prieft, ‘Heb.s 6. . \
according to bothnatures ; he was a facrifice according to his hu- ;H:bx‘ s I
- mane nature ; whence in ° Scripture it is atcributed to his body, cf;!:r: m: ,_a_
to his?blood : yet theeffe&ualnefe of this Sacrifice did depend up- egeb . 13.
. on hisdivine nature, therefore it is called the blood of God. He a&s20. 28,
| was the'Altar according to his °divine nature, it belonging to the iHeb.g. 14. &

\ - ' - - -, . .
‘_ f Altar to fan&ifie that which is offered npon it, and fo it cught te ;13250;;”;’9
: beof greater dignity then the {acrificeic felfe. ~ John17. Tou

e o XIX: : Eans a 15 .4. -
Cogcer'ning‘ his Kingly Office, *Chrift being rifen from the Plcct.o;r.';: ’42:,
dead, and afcended info heaven, and having all power in heaven yat.28.8,19,
- and carth, he doth fpiritually governe his Church, and doth exer- zo.Lu.24.57--
cifehis power overall Angels and men, goodand bad, to t he pre- Alts II]IF??
fervationand falvation of the Ele&;and to the over-ruling and de- 3;’1,20;,‘,‘_’,;3
firultion of his cnemies. By this Kingly power, he applycth thefop ¢ 26,27. .
benefits, virtue, and fruits of his Prophefie and Prieft-hood to his Rom.s.6,7,8-
B ;EI!i&, fubduing their finnes, preferving and ftrengthening them in &14.17: Gal.
- all their confli@s againft Satan, the World, and the Flefh, keeping ’-2 2’[;3:“ -3
their heares in faith and filiall feareby his Spirit: by thishis migh- ch71 6155
ty power he ruleth the veflels of wrath,ufing, limiting and rcftrai- ob.1.8 Ro.T.
ning them as it feemes good to his infinite wifdome. - 2L.I7,08
: Eﬂ‘:, r4.z 17,18
2 Pet. 2.

This l}ls mnglf power {hall be niore fully manifefted when he {hal e

come in glory.t'? reign among his Saints, when {hall put downe gl .

rule & authority underhis fect,thac the glory of the Father may be 2Thel.x.9.10
YD : perfe&ly 1Thel. 415,

-



B

6 . : A Confeffion of Faith. . .
16,87.John _ perfedtly manifeft=d in his Sonne, and cheglory of the Father and
17:21,26.. the Sonin all his Members. :

Ephel. 1. 1, _ XXIL a1
?25-5'9}1“". Jefus Chrift by his death did purchafe falvation for the Ele& -
Siseag 27 that God gavounto him : Thefe have intereftin him, and being
1.Cor. 2, 12,, called have fellow(hip wich him, for whom he makes interceffion
R.om.8.29.30 to his Father in their behalfe, and to them doth God by his Spirit-
X gO"‘- 5 12. apply this redemption, as alfo the frce gift of eternal life and glo-
%:h;: ; % 43 ricis givento them and none el(e. :

. ke 3

Iﬁgg"éﬁ 2% Faithis the* gifc'of God, wrought in the hearts of the Ele&, by
&g 1;9 " theSpiric of God 3 by which they come to know and believe the
Phil. 1, 2p, truthof the® Scriptures,and the excellency of them aboveall other
Gal.5.22. Writings, & all things in.the world, as.chey hold forth the glorie

$oma7. 17. of Godin his attributes, the excellency of Chrift in his nature an
?:}?‘;4:;;‘ 2 offices, and of the power and fulne(e of the Spirit in its workings
""" andoperations, and {0 are inabled to caft their foules upon this

: trath thus believed. — :

: XEHE 2 : : i

M reas. 20, v, ML chofe that have this precious [ faith ] wrotight in them by
Iohc:;;ﬁ 29 the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away, {ecing the gifts
Toh 10.28.29- °fGO§i are without repentance, {0 that he ftill begets and nourl-
1 Pe.1.4,3,6. (heth in them faith,repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces
fa. 49.13.14. of the Spirit unto immortalitie ; and though many ftormes ana
i5.76:  floudsarife, and beatagainft them, yec they (hall never be ible to
- take thém off that foundation and rock, which by faich they are
v faftned upon; notwithftanding, through unbeliefand the tempta-
ol ons of Satan, the fenfible fight of this light and love,, be clouded
-« andoverwhelmed foratime; yet Godis fill the fame, and they
~hall befureto be kept by the power of God unto falvation, where
they (hall injoy their pucchafed pofeffion,they being engraven up-
. on the palms of hishaads, and their names having been written in

thebook of life from all eternicy. :

*Rbm‘xol 3 3 Ugal : XXIV “grikn e : ;

o ag  Faithis ordinarily “begotten by the preaching of the Gofpel, or
Rom. 9.19. Word of Chrilt, without refpett to® any power or agency in the€ |
* Ezek. 1416, creature 5 but'it being wholly © paflive, and dead in trefpaffes and
Roa.3.12.  finnes, doth believe, and is converted by no lefle power then that

4 Rom.1. 16 . it :
Ephef.1.19, which félffd Chrlﬁ from the dead. .

$ol.2.12,

e

- -

¢l XXV. |




4 Confelfion of Faith, ¥ F

D S o)

The preaching of the Gofpel, to the converfion of finners, iS g 1 vp. P
*abfolutely free ; no way requiring as abfolutely neceffary, any If.ss. r.

qualifications, preparations, or terrours of the Law, or preceding loh.7.37. |

miniftry of the Law ; but only and alone the naked foule, a® fin- ;’ Tim.1.15.

nerand ungodly to receive Chrift crucified, dead; and buried, and y %H;i é;’gc

rifen againe, who is madea Prince and a Saviour for fuch finners 31& 2, z6. |

as through the Gofpell fha;é %e\t;rlought tobelieveon him, Cor. 1. 22,24

The fame power that converts to faithin Chrift, carrieth on the ;’g“: Zaty
*{oulethrough all duties, temptations; conflicts, fufferings; and brcﬁix‘;g;'
whatfoever abeliever is, heis by " grace, and is carred onin 3] obe- Phil-2.12,15
dience, and temptations by the fame, s T s Johnagis

: XXVIL o Gal. 2,19,20.
- *All believers are by Chrift, united to God; by which union, f Thefi1, 1,
God is one with them, and they are one with him; and ‘thag ali 1o 17. 2. &
belicvers are the * Sons of God, and joynt heires with Chrift, to 5,7 Heb.

whom belong all the promifes of this life, and that whigh T 4

- come. o ; bGal2. 39,20,
2 XX . s

Thofe that have union with Chrift, are juftified from<al} their *1 Iohn 1, .
finnes by the blood of Chrift; which juftification is a gracious Heb.10.14. 8
and fall acquittance of a guiley finner from all finpe by God, 7’ ;;'R" bOg
“through the fatisfattion that Chrift hath made by hisdeath for all 23 ag. ; ;
~ their finnes, and this is to beapplyed' by the Spirit throughbe- 33, 39. Rom.

lieving. - . e 3 : . ST T S Re g 2
: XX1X. © GBI e ps

All believers area: holy and*and fan&ified people,. a'n.d.»"th?.‘itxfcé?' i |
fan@ification is a fpeciall fruit ofthe® new Coverant, and an ef- ¢ Eph;f'f. .
- fe& of the* love of God manifefted in the foule, whereby the be- ‘tioh 416,
liever preffech aftera heavenly and Evangelical] obedience to all Mat. 28, 20,
the commands, which Chrift as head and King in the new Cove- HigRA
nanthath preferibed to them, © - ot < 4 K

- Albelievers through the kn‘owltdge_of * that juftification of life *2 Cor. 5.19 %
gIVen by the Father, and broughe forth by the blood ‘of Chrift, Rom. 5:95%0°
have astheir greae priviledge of that new® covénant, peace with “15 54, 1o, ;
s0d, and reconciliation, whereby they that were afarre off ave 826, 12, .
n;ade_nlgh, byhy ¢ that b'ood, and have ¢ ;bca%,—jgrpa(ﬁng"dll- under- Eph.2.13.i4.
fanding ; yea, joy in God through oar Lord Jefus thﬁﬁ,h;?y dEphel 4.7,
: s A 1 ~ whom .
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oty e ~Aconfelfionof Faith.
Rom.5.15.4. ¢whom wee havereceived the attonement.
: XXXL

| s A 3
LR°E'§ o 25% * All belieyers i the time of this life, are in a continuall® Vv_lall'j'
r.g',; [PI:-,'LS- fareand combate againft {inne, fclfe, the world, and the Devill 3
'Heb.2.9,10. and are lable to all manner of afli&ions,” tribulacions, and per-
« Tim. 3. T2, fecations, being predeftinated, and. appointed thereunto, an
ff;};‘ﬂfrrs 29. whatfoeuer the Saints pofelie or enjoy of God 191r1cual'ly,v is by
By ;93 ',,f,' faith ; and oucward and temporall things are lawfullyen joyed by
ot 5. . acivill right, by them who have“ no faith. {
Deut. 2%5.. . ’ : XXX, : 2 i
R only firengeh by which the Saints ace enabled to encoun-
lohn ! ¢! 33: ter with al] oppotitions and * trials, is "only by Jefus Chrift, who
Phil: 4. 11, 15 the Captaine of their falvation, being made perfe& through
Heb.2. 9,70 © fufferings, who hath engaged his faithfulnelle and firength to 3t
2Tim'4. 18. {ift chem in all theic atfi&ions,and to uphold them in all th.eil‘
\ © " temptations, aad topreilive them by his power to his everlafting
" Kingdome, and glorie. : : :

: 2 ; b TR & TR s :
sMat, 11,11, Jefus Chrift hath here on earth afpirituall Kingdom, which 15
;CTP:;E o Pt his Church, whom he kath purchafed and redeemed to himfelfas 3
Eplief, i o= pecaliar inheritance; which Church isa company of vifible Saintss
"Rom.1.7.a8 ~ called and {eparated from the world, by the Wordand ® ngg 0
19.8,9 & 26, God, to thevifible profeffion of the faich of the Gofpel, *being
18. 2 Cor. 6. baptized into that faich, and Joyned to the Lord, and each to ©°
17. Rev.18 4. ther, by mutuall confent in the “praticall erjoyment of theordis

“A¢ : 3 : : _—
ﬁf}:f&%‘_ _nances, commanded by Chr;ﬁ their Hea.dv and King.

4 Rom, 10, 1$M,};th§fg,;.;9,‘;§, AQs2.42. ¢ ABsg. 26. TPet. 2. 54
! &5 3 RO e .

T B s o ERSAT o hal
oy 8, T, this Charch he * hath made his promif¢s, and given the % 41
> Corir. 24, Of his Covenant, prefence, accepration, love, ¢ blefling, a'l’ rlf"‘ G
&3.21. 2Cor. teftion. Here are the Fountains and fprings‘of his heavenly gra
6-; Sépom 9. fowing fortht  refrefhand ftrengthen them. :
#.5. Fl-133-3+ ¢ S AR R IR ¢ , il
PRomBdd. L) i e ettar cknowledge him'to
e : And all his Serval_lts,O* all eftates ( are toacknb; A %
b Jahidz z, be their Prophcc,_Pmeﬁ,and King; ) and called t.hl,}_,l,‘cg tg';?: ::d
* A&s2.4 1.47- rolled among his houfhold {ervants, to prefent thclrtoobe e
¥a.4.3. 1Cor, {oules, and to bring their gifts God hath glm." them, fives in this
12.6.7,12 18, 1o heaven}y'chdu& and gqvgrnnlent, to le d their live :

E£Z.20,40.37- i : p b2 i -,ha.,c'cemmunion
ACan. 13 iz. walled Shcepfold, and wateres *Garden, tO o

-
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A confifiox of faith.. O en
here with his Saints, that they may be affured chat they ars pad e
meet to be partakers of their  inheritance in the Kingdom of God; Eph: 2- Is.
and to fupply each others wants, inward and outward; (and al- Bomr2- 43
though each perfon hath a * propriety in hisowne eftate, yet they gc', 39‘; b
are to {upply each others wants, according as their® nece ity fhalls a 2 1 ’3,4
require, thatthe name of jcfusfcyhriﬂ; may not be blafphemed ‘a&s 5. 4. |
through the neceflity of any ia the Church) andalfo being come, ‘A.2.44,.
they are here by himfelfe co bebeftowed in their feveral order, due #7-%4:3% 35
place, peculiar ufe, being fiely compa& and knic together ¢ accor-, ;:?;‘f e %
ding to the effeltuall working of every part, to the edefying of it # Ephef, 5
felte in love, . ATt G A 75
,, XNRYL el (g
Beirg thus joyned, every Church * hath power given them from g 6. ';w.iih '
- Chrift, for their wel-being, to chufe amongftthemfelves meetper- 15. 22.25,
“fons for” Elders and Deacons, being ‘qualified according to the JRom-:2.7,8.
Word, ¢as thofe which Chrift hath appointed in his Teﬁament,:ét;"g& 2:6:7
i . T e : 8.1Cor. 12.8,
for the feeding, governing; ferving,and building up of his Church, 28.Hea3.9.07.
and that none haveany power to ¢ impofe on them either thefe orPer.5.1,2, 3,
any other, AT ST Gy s iR 4
SR SRR R SO WL s L IR sl i
That the MiniftersTawfully called as aforefaid, ought to conti- ’};el;‘;;%:
nue in their calling and place, according to Gods. ordinance, and 20. 28,29.
carefully to'feed the flock of God committed to them, not forfil- ng_a.‘nz. 75 82
ehy fuige bacOEadesdy wiind. - - )i o2 o, o TR )
Baptifme is : di =y VII o frar S e e
ap 1s an Ordinance of the *new Teéftament, givenby is_ 10hn 4. 1
Chrift, to be difpenfed upon perfons profefling faith, or that are Maras. 15,16,
made Difcif les; who upon profeflion of faith, and defiring -of'a&.>. 37,38.
1ty ought to be baptized; & after to partakieoffthe Londs Supper. &38é2?: 237,
XX L SUPEET 38,8008

‘That the way 'and mannér of the*difpénifing this ordinance, is sy, 6,16N.

- dipping or plunging the body under water ;. itbeing a figne, muft Mark 15 9}
anfwer the things fignified, which is, that interéft the Saints have reads [ into-

- mhe¢ death, buriall, ‘and refrretion ot Chrift : And that as fvfdd;ﬁ;‘n e
certainly ds the body is buried under water, & rifenagain, fo'cer- ?,;c;ésg : nsg
tainly fhal thebodics of the Saints be raifed by the power of Chrift, bRev.1.y.% 7.
inthe day of the refurreéion to reigne with Chrift: 14, with Heb:

e 3 } £ ae v b o 2
ROM. 6235 4, 5,54 Corvis. 28,29 The word B;t?fa,' fignifies to dip, or plunge (yetfo-
e eaments be bo:hnpon the Adgminiftcao wid fubjeftwmirhall modcfty ) - which.

isallo 0.5 pradlife; asmuny eye- witnelles can teftify.



10 : A Confelfion’of Faith. ;
B, 18 il i< va XL T )
hef.3.7.  The perfon deligned by Chrift to difpenfe Baptifme, the Scr P
;:' 7 ‘9& ture holds forth to be 2 Dilciple; itbeing no where tiedto a PAY

i ?'.z.cﬁlpf ticular Church-officer; or perfon extraordinarily fent, the Com:
. 36, 1 Cor. miflion injoyning the adminiftration, being given to them as cont
l 24. Wm:' A fidered Diiciples,bcing men ableL to preach the Gofpel.
Cor. 10.14, T \ L 3 i ]
Rom.162: o it hath likewife given power to his Church to reccive i &
+6.18717. caft out, any Member thic deferves it, and this power 1 8IVE wbc.
Cor.s-4 13 very congregation, & not to one particular perfon, either MemDer
Wi 129 or Officer, but in relation to che whole body, dn reference t0 their

Cor. 2. 6,7 faith and fellowfhip. X 1 p

181617 And every particular Member of each Church, how excellent,

}A&s 11, - . 2 < -
& T;,;. ;.z great or learned foever,is {ubje& to this cenfurs and judgement;an

)20, 21, that the Church ought not without great careand tsnc,lcmeﬁ"C,?:
ol.4.17. dueadvice, but by the rule of faith and truth, to proceed again

.15 1,2,3, her Members.

x

&30.:7,28 : XLIII :
E:}z‘y‘ 254- _ Chrift for the keeping of this Church in holy and orderly

Thef.s. ,_4_‘;} communion, placeth fome fpeciall men over the Church, who by
de3.20, their officeare to governe, over fee, vifit, watch, fo likewife for the
eb.10,34,35 better keeping thereof, in all places b{ the Members, he hath gl
c‘:r "i : ven authority, and laid duty upolilla“lf to watch over one amother.
Ce ; Sy ‘ > X L1V, :

. 1%2:;:2; - Alfo fuch to whom God hath given gifts in the Church, may
1iCor.13.7. and ought prophefie, according to the . roportion of faic
Thef. 5. 19, and {o to teach publiquely the word of God, for the edification,

evel : 0»’3: ; exhortation, and comfort of the Church.

. : X e
'&’P’ 5. 12, Thus bem% rightly gathered, and continuing in che obedience
R n o of the Gofpell of Chrift.none are 'to feparate for faults and cor-
: z‘o' 2.1321. ruptions s fox: as lor}g as the Church confifts of men fubjelt to a{i
e lings, there wil be difference in the true conftituted Church ) untl
iom, 14. 1, they have in due order, and tendernefle, fought redrefle thereof.
llfp..l,z, 3.\ bia : =7 XL E -

I Cor-4.17. - Andalthough the particular Congregations be 'diftin& and fe-

£14.33.6 . : e S ik
;.1‘?,,33@,;8: ;’.:fau *bodies, every ong as a compa& and knit® Citie within 1t
;- Eph. 212, .
"o.with Re.z: they (by all meanes convenient) are to have the counfel and help,
X Tim.3.15, : . = - -one

ife; yet are they all to walkeby “one rule of truth; So 2 fo-
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: A Confelfion of faith. : o
* oneofanother, if neceffity require it, as members of one body, in ¢ a‘f ok |
- the common faith,under Chrift cheir head. :

XLVIT e
| ACivill * Magiftracy isan Ordinance of God, fetup by him for*Rom. 13.1,. ;
 the punifhment of evill doers, and for the praife of them that doe 25354 1

- well; andthat inall lawfull things, commandcd by them, fub- I Pet. *- —
- ‘Je&ion ought to be given by us in the Lord, not only tor wrath but | . . . ;4;'
for confcience fake ; and that wee are to make fupplications, and s
prayers for Kings, and all that are in authority, that under them . A& 2,40 41
- Wemay livea quiet and peaceable life,in all godlineffe and honefly. ¢ 4- 9. &s.
XLV I . 28.29.41.

. That wee have great caufe to blefle God and to be thank- & el
- full for the peace and liberty wee enjoy in the fervice of our l‘,g;;’e,’ i
God .under the prefent government, buc if the Magiftrate D_mfg,'x 6,,179” A
fhould not favour us herein; * yet wee dare not {ufpend g 6,710 22. |

- our praftife, becaufe wee believe wee ought to goe on in r'mazxg- |
obedience to Chrift, in profefling the faith which was once delive- »* Tt e

- red to the Saints, which faith is declared in the holy Scriptures; gom. 12.7.8 |
and this our confefion of faith a part of them, and that wee are to 1 Cor. 14. 37. i

witnes to the truth of the old & New Teftamentunto the death ifcRev.z.20. |

. neceflity require, in the midft of all trials and affli&ions, as his* o

- Saints of old have done ; not accounting our goods, lands,wives, g .o 10 1672
children, fathers, mothers, brethren, Sifters ; yea, and our OWne ; Cor.5. 10, |

livesdeare unto us, fo wee may finith our courfe with joy, remem- Pfal. 49. 7.

bringalwayes that wee oughtto® obey God rather then men, who Pfak 50. 22.

will when wee have finifhed our courfe, and kept the faith, give g

us° the crowne of righteou(nefle ; to® whom wee muft give an ac- ‘;‘o& - %; P

- count of all our adtions, and no man being able to difcharge us of gom. 16. 2 3.

' the fame, ' ! Deut. 6. 13, |

. b X, Rom. I. g, |

1 It is lawfull for a Chriftian to be a Magiftrate or’ Civil Officer s chf°4r' i,

8 andalfo it islawfull to take'an Qath, {0 it be in truch, and in gy, 5. 6.
Judgement and in righteoufnefle, for confirmation of truth, and 1 Thef 4. 6.
ending ofal] firife ; and that by rafh and vaine oathes the Lord is Rom.13.5,6,7

provoked, and this Land mourngs, - - ' :}Aif“' 3“' s
= s B R L

Weeare to give unto all men, whatfoever is their due, as their 5.5,

- place,age, cftate requires ; and that wee doe defrand ne man of any Eph.5.27.23 ‘

~ thmg, but doeunto all men as wee would they thould doe unto us. & & 1. 9- |

] C

: There Tit. 3. 1325 3¢ }

il
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fr ;2:?:;41;; 1. There fhall be a *refucre@ion of the dead, both of the
: #+ "% jaltand unjuft, and every one {hall give an account of himfelfe to
ko qu: that every one may receive the things donein hisbody,accor-
L. ‘ding to that he hath done, whether it be good orbad.

A The Conclufion.

TH 1 wee defire to give nnto Chrift, that which is bis, and uito all laws

full Autbority that which is there due, and to owe nothing to ;"y
ended=

an byt love, to live quietly andpeaceably, as it becommeth Saints,
Youring in qll things to keep a good con[cience, and to doe unto every man
(of what judgement foever ) as we wonld they (bould doe unto s, that as oWr
& Pradtife is, [o it may prov2us to be d confcionable, quiet, and barmle[fe peo-
i ple) no wayes dangerous or troublefome to humaze focietie ) and 1o laba{tﬂ”
‘andyork with oxr hands, that w2 may nt be chargedble to any, but o givé
t 3% 10 bim that needeth boib friends and enemies, accounting it more excellent
|

10 giv: then to receive. Alfo we confeffe that we know but in part, and wee
areignorant of many things which wee defire and feeke to kaow, an ifa- |
ny (ball doe us that friendly part to (2w us from the word of God that W€
Jee not, wee (ball bave caue to be thank full to God and them. But if 0 | @
man (ballimpofe uponus any thing, that wee [ee not commdnded by o7 | WJ
KLord Fefus €brift, wze (bould in bis frrength ratber embrace all yeproachts | g
and tortures of men, to be fiript of all outward comforis, and ifitwere pol- | g5
fible, to die athoufand deaths, ratber then to-doe any thing againft the leaf |
tittle of the truth of God, or againft the light of our owne con fe‘ience;.And z
4ty (ball cal what we bave {aid Herefie,then dowe with the Apoftle ackno®
ledge, that after the way they call Herefie, worfbip we the God of our E2-
thers, difclaiming all Herefies, (rightly fo call:d ) becanfe they are _agdznﬂ
B Chrift, and to be fedfaft and immoveabl>, alwayes abounding in obedicnce 19
( : Chrift, as knowing our labour (hall not be in vaine in the Lord.

3 S g 3

sl o b s a8 AR, Y =1, 3%
< HArife;0 God, ?Eid thine o;te c;mj% s Remember how.tbe foo- |
B2 € ot Lifh mran blafphemeth thee dayly. -
sl 0 let not the oppreffed returne afham:d, but let the poo
©_dypraife thy mame, .

re andmec- | Uy

. Come Lord ]Efﬁs? : come quickly. -
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- Toallthe Churches of God fan&ificd

0 CyRrisT JEsus, called to be Saints,
with all that in every place profefs the name of
Jefus Chrift our Lord, both theixs and ours.

Beloved Bretbren;

‘ Aaving thefe many yeares, through the grace
A the profeflion of the name of Chrift, con-
i tained in the Holy Scriptures of the Pro-

i~ phets, and Apoftles; and finding the ex-
9 ceeding benefic and comfort of walking

“@& he hath made knowne unto us; and well
- knowing that wee are called to live in the laft Ages of the world,
Wherein iniquitieabounds, and the love of many waxeth cold 5 as
likewife confidering thofe peculiar times fpoken of in the 2. of
Tim. 3.1, &c. are come upon us, wherein men who fometimes
have made large profeflion of God and godlinefle, are turned
afide to commit all manner of uncleannefs with greedinefs, having
turned the grace of our Lord Jefus into lafcivioufnefle, calling
darkenefle light, and light darknefle, by meanes of whom the way
of truth is evill fpoken of ; and many poore fouls through temp-
. tations ready to quit their profeflions,and to be taken with theit
~ {nares ; we thought it ourduty to declare our utter diflike, ab-
~ horring, and deteftation of all fuch evill perfons, and wayes, who
lunder any pretence whatfoever plead for, or prattife any way

- . ofungodlinefie.

_ And having been through the goodnefle of our God, inabled €0
difeern the fecret, and fubtill defignes, and {nares of Satan, which

he hath laid to entrap poore foulsin, by carrying them from flep
> C2 o . : to

» and free mercy of our God, been kept in

withGod in fome meafure fuitable to what

Lt i i A i

.
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Heart bleedings for Profeffors abominations.

to ftep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his fnares, and
fittedby him to doe him fervice. - .

We could do no lefs, then according to that meafure of light we
have reccived from the Lord,to difcover his Wiles,and Stratagems,
and to Caution all that profefe(s the fear of the Lord,to watch over
their owne hearts, and wayes, and to take heed leaft they fall into
the fame condemnation, / ' P

For this we have found, that that way which God in his infinite
wifdome, taketh to bring fouls unto himfelfe by, wiz. the pre-

fenting unto men his great love, in giving Jefus Chrift to fuffer
death, and his great falvation toall that believe in his name, Satad-
that old Serpent throughhisinftruments under the fpecious pre-

 tence of beating men off from all falfe refts, endeavours with al

his ftrength to oppofe and make void 5 perfwading the Sons and
daughters of men, that what is declared concerning the death of
Chrift ac Ferufalem, and hisbearing our iniquities in his own Body
upon the Crofs, is but a meer hyftory & hadow,that the Scriptures:
arebut aletter, and the Ordinances of God but flefhly formes,
thereby labouring to beget in the peoples mindes, a contempt, an

tlight cfteeme of Chrift, his Word, and Ordinances; and that he

. might cheat them to purpofe, tels them of a God within, and 2

Chrift within, and a Word within : and that God, and Chrift, and
they are one,without any truediftin& knowledg of the true mean-
ing of that which isexprefled'; whereby poore foules with great
and f.wcllmg words of vanity, triumph ina great myfterie of meer
nothing, but emptinefs, and confufion, fpeaking things whereof
they know not 5 and many poor fouls knowing fuch expreflions
to be Scripture Phrafes; doe greedily embrace them, without 3
erue, diftin&, and cleer underftanding the fenfc of what is fpoken
having the perfons of thofe who fpeak fuch language in great ad-
iniration, as the chief, tender, charitable, knowing, high and fpiri-
tuall Chriftians ; whercas indeed although the words fpoken by
them, are many of them true in themfelves (without which Satan
¢ouldnot fo effeGually deceive) as that God and Chrift, and the

- Spiritdwell inus, and: that God and Chrift, and the Saints aré

one; Yetare we to underftand this union to be only in a way oF
relation through participation of the fame fpirits & this dwelling

;obe Only in .refge& of grace, and powerfull operation aﬁiﬁ;.

S —




