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to ftep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his fnares, and
fittedby him to doe him fervice. - .

We could do no lefs, then according to that meafure of light we
have reccived from the Lord,to difcover his Wiles,and Stratagems,
and to Caution all that profefe(s the fear of the Lord,to watch over
their owne hearts, and wayes, and to take heed leaft they fall into
the fame condemnation, / ' P

For this we have found, that that way which God in his infinite
wifdome, taketh to bring fouls unto himfelfe by, wiz. the pre-

fenting unto men his great love, in giving Jefus Chrift to fuffer
death, and his great falvation toall that believe in his name, Satad-
that old Serpent throughhisinftruments under the fpecious pre-

 tence of beating men off from all falfe refts, endeavours with al

his ftrength to oppofe and make void 5 perfwading the Sons and
daughters of men, that what is declared concerning the death of
Chrift ac Ferufalem, and hisbearing our iniquities in his own Body
upon the Crofs, is but a meer hyftory & hadow,that the Scriptures:
arebut aletter, and the Ordinances of God but flefhly formes,
thereby labouring to beget in the peoples mindes, a contempt, an

tlight cfteeme of Chrift, his Word, and Ordinances; and that he

. might cheat them to purpofe, tels them of a God within, and 2

Chrift within, and a Word within : and that God, and Chrift, and
they are one,without any truediftin& knowledg of the true mean-
ing of that which isexprefled'; whereby poore foules with great
and f.wcllmg words of vanity, triumph ina great myfterie of meer
nothing, but emptinefs, and confufion, fpeaking things whereof
they know not 5 and many poor fouls knowing fuch expreflions
to be Scripture Phrafes; doe greedily embrace them, without 3
erue, diftin&, and cleer underftanding the fenfc of what is fpoken
having the perfons of thofe who fpeak fuch language in great ad-
iniration, as the chief, tender, charitable, knowing, high and fpiri-
tuall Chriftians ; whercas indeed although the words fpoken by
them, are many of them true in themfelves (without which Satan
¢ouldnot fo effeGually deceive) as that God and Chrift, and the

- Spiritdwell inus, and: that God and Chrift, and the Saints aré

one; Yetare we to underftand this union to be only in a way oF
relation through participation of the fame fpirits & this dwelling

;obe Only in .refge& of grace, and powerfull operation aﬁiﬁ;.

S —
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fluence, working in the hearts of believers, according to the tener
of the new Covenant, in making men holy and humble, purifying
their hearts, caufing them to walke in all good confcience towards
God and man, all which by them is trampled under foot, and ano-
‘ther kinde of union, and indwelling driven ac in their difcourfes,
which although covertly cxprefled, untill by craft and fubtilcy, they
have prepared the hearts of fimple and unftible foules, to reccive
what{oever they fhall fuggeft unto them 5 _yet then is openly dif-
covered, being indeed the root of all Bitterne(s, and defperate
prophanenefs, and blafphemy, that can bedmagined in the world:
for from thence they conclude, that themf{elves are God & Chrift,
and what God is they are, and what they are God is; for fay
they, there isno Spiric but one,and fo deny any created Angel or
fpirit;holding upon the fanre account the living foule in man tobe
uncreated, and {o confequently tobe God himfelfe, and not cre-
ated by God. Now this being the ground-worke of their delufion,
. thebuilding is anfwerable, B
For ficft, Concluding the reafonable foul to be God.
Secondly, They afticm that this foul being clothed with their hu-
. mane bodies, or flefh, is Chrift, or God, or God in flefp, hereupon
they imagin that Jefus Chrift fpoken of in the Gofpel, as being
born of the Vigin Mary, accufed by the Fewes, delivered by Pilate
to be crucified, dying at Jerufalemupon the Crofs, rifing the third
day,& afcending into heaven; is only to be underftood parabolically,
‘or figuratively, {peaking of one thing,and intending another; poin-
ting at,and prefiguring a worke only within us, conceiving the
Virgin Mary, the Jewes, Pilate, Jerufalem, the Crofs, Chrift rifing and
aftending, {pooken ofin the Scriptures, tobe a'l within them, and.
no {uch thing fubftantially, or in truch without.

As they conclude all things fpoken of Chrift, to be but in a typi-
cal, or figurative manner, intending and typifying out this God
within, or God incarnste in their flefh, ftill meaning their reafoil-
able [ouls, comceiving this to bethe fubftance of all thofe [hadowes;
- fo alfoupon thisground they are forced to conclude the whole
new Teftament, with all the Do&rincs, Laws, Rules, and Admini-
ftrations of the {ame, to be but a fhadow or figure, holding forth a
fubftance within, As for inftanee, Mbfes and Aaron, being but

figures of the {ubflantiall Saviour, and Pricft to come, fo the admi-
nifirations
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:'flir{pgtidns'éf By fesas M faical, were but flethly and carn all admi-

niftrations; tobe abolithed when the fubftince was come, they be-
ing only (hadows of good things to come ; in like manner doe they

_underftand Chriftin hisperfon, to be buta thadow of Chuit with-
#n, and all his heavenly and {piritual Golpel to be but a Letter -and

carnall biftorie put to anend and abolithed, when they once come
to.apprenend that the fubftance of all is within. They comming
al{otobelicve that the fonle is God, doe thence infer that they ar¢

perfed,and that they are in as happy eftate as can be, & for this they

urge, 1 Cor. 15.24. to the 28. to thew when the Kingdome is deli-
vered up to the Father, all his people come toa more immediate

. enjoyment of God the Father, and then Chrift ceafeth his Media~

torfhip, and confequently, ali his New-Teftament ceafeth : now
-they conclude, thacall this is ‘accomplithed when they come to
difcerne chere is but one Spirit, and their foul that fpirit, which is
‘God, and then they are in the poffeffion of all things, -

And feeing that the Scripture declares that before our full pol-
feflion of God and glory, there muft be a temporall I cath,
and Refurrection of the Body, -and eternall judgement, they upon-the
former grounds, judging themfelves already glorified, doe under-

_ftand this death of the body in all fuch Scriptures myftically, and

that the refurre&ion and eternall judgementy are paffed “already in
th.e foule, as Hymeneus and Philetus did, 2 Tim. 2. 18. compare

with 1 Tim. 1. 19. Thence alfo they conclude, that faith an

Juftification by Chrift, together with all the Ordinances of
Chrift are abolifhed,as flefhly forms,like unto Chrift that»appointed
them, above and wichout all which,they triumphantly(in their own
fancies)live when they once have attained this fupereminent life (as
they fpeak) of being in the full fruition of God, comprehending
that infinite Being ((which they blafphemoufly affirm themfelves tO
do) intrudiag themfelvesinto things they are altogether ignorant
of : Hereupon is it that they , as Peter faith, feoff at any /'ecoﬂd
«commiug of Chrift, 2 Pet. 3.3. 4. and mock at the holy Scripturess
thofe beavenly Oracles of God, denying them'to be the Word of God,
or that Law by which they ought to conforme their lives, con=
ceiving and uttering that there is no Law nor Rule, but what 1s in
manyhis Light being his only Law, that is to fay, what ever that
fpirit that dwels within ( which they call God within ) dlﬁatgc‘[;’
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them, that ought to be done by them, firengthning themifelves

with this opinion,that there is no fin but what contraditts a-mans -

owne light, ("which is 2 mans only law) and fin is only fin. to him

that thinks it fo,and that thereis no hell but that torment that men

fuftaine through croffing their.own light(which Ged knows is no=
thing but thick darknefs ) from thele principles the defperately
wicked and deceitful hearts of men fortifiedin their fins,having now
their con{cience feared with an hot Iron, account it their only mi+
ferieand bell, that they arecroubled at any thing, be it never {o-
abominable, thus cafting off al| trouble and remorfe for fin, they,
follow the Law of their own minde, '(as they needs minfly concei~
ving their owne fouls to be the only eternall God) and whac=
foever their evill hearts are naturally inélined to; whether Drun<
kenneffe, Curfing, fwearing, or wharedome (athough for a. time
their principles do not put fuch horrid impieties in execution ) yet.
at length being violently hurriedon through the afiftance of the
ftcong impulfions, and reftiefle fuggefiions and inftigations ok thcidevil,
(the Judgements of God being alfo heightned’ apon. them) they
now commit the fame with greedineffe, and that with fuch a high -
hand, as they account it their perfe&tion, and the hi-ghcﬁ pitch of
 their glory, to giveup themfelves to fuch abhominations; pleading;
for them, a_ﬂ‘i-rm'mg that they have made a League and Covenant Wf*b;
Jin, death, and-bell, and bave " communion with God in alf  the e, feeins
allthefe and what ever evils can be imagined, reconciled ta God, and fo
good, accounting all their a&ions for good, being aled by their
own fpirits,which (‘asthey thinke ) are God, faying that God (but
triily not God, but: their own accurfed fpirits) willed that they
fhould curfe and fwear,and be drunk , and fll themfelves with allwncl =
nefs, which they cfteem to be perfc& righteoufnes,calling thag holi~
nefs and righteouines which corififls in a {potles-conformicy to the
Laws:of Chrift revealed in the Scripture, which carbs the infolency
- of the flefh, and the lufts of the heart, ‘¢ plaguy and nafisbolinefles
that muft be deftroyed} (o that thofeamongft chemy chat gam with
the greateft impudency, without the leaftcheck or controulof
confcience, commit the moft horrid abominations, (which wee
tremble to thinke of ) they are the moft perfed, and themoft
fwallowed up in the will of God:to juftifie thefe their abhominadi-
oiis, they fay, the Angels of God [ware with glovie and Mﬁf}ﬂj’ﬁx
. e ' ' which -
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~ which Angelsare God in them ( for all created Angels they deny )
- who therefore may {weare as they will, and thac with glory and

Majefty; Yea (o great s their thraldom and captivity, thatnow t he
Prince of the power of the_ aire, that rules in the bearts of thefe Chil-
dern of difobedience, hath fo far the maftery and dominion over
them, as that they are ready, not onely to fight againft God
himfelfe in his fpiricaal Ordinances, but againft civill focieties,
violating thebonds of marriage, and Lawes of Families, againft
the very principles and light of nature, which common juftices
(remaining amongft the Heathens ) would foon adjudge to merit
{evere punifhment : and certainely thofe that fhall thus ¢ranf-
grefleall civill bonds , doe not only lye lyable to the juft and
teareful judgement of God,but juftly iacurre the punifhment of the

© rulers of this world.

- Having thuslaid open fome of che principles, and evill prattices
of thefemen, even that root of bitterneffe, from which fuch their
ﬁnfull_bra.nches grow; by which every one whofe eyes ace openeds
may difcer n what a fearefall thing itis to leave the Holy W ordof -
God_a.,ar?dglvc heed to the motions of a deceitfull heare, and to
the diates of a lying {pirit : we fhall now endeavour bricfly
to make manifeft the fandinefs, and dangeroufnef(s of thefoundati=
on whereupon thefe things are built ; which we fhall effay to do by
proving; That the foule of man isnot God, but a creature, created

~ and madeby God: which will appeare both by Scripture and -

reafon, if you confider.

1. That God is incomprehenfible,the Heaven of Heavens cannot
containe him, but the {foule of man is comprehended and contained
in thebody.

2. God is Almighty but the foul of man isnot : what ever God
will, that he can doe 5 but man defires many things, and hath not
power toaccomplifhthem ! ifs b, fsHisto -

3. God knoweth himfelf, and all things,the fecrets of all heartS,
things paft, prcfent_:, and to come; but alas! the {oul of man knows
not the Being of it felf, nor of the leaft creature, he knows not

4." Thefonle is made and created, 1 Cor. 15. Tb‘?*/;ﬁfﬂ Ad‘:’g
was made & living fouly Fer. 38, 162 It is wricten, 4 the]}I;Zch




= Hedrt bleedings for profeffors aborsimations, e
liveth that made us this foul,now to be made and created, argues a

beginning, but God is without beginning ; therefore the foul can-
| not be God, ;

- Ipirit in the body, of which God is the Father,Heb.12.9. which God .
ffrme: within man, Zech. 12. 1. with which fpiric the fpirit of God
| bears witnes, Ro.8.16. which plainly proves our fpirit or foul to be
- acreature: the truth of which further appears in that God can deftroy.
- the foul, orcaft it unto bell fire, Matth 10. 28. in_that the foul may be . °
. converted, Plalm. 19. 7. in that it Jands in need -of deliverance .and
. redemption, Pfal. 13.19. 34.22. 49.8. But now God cannor be
. deftroyed, neither needs he any redemption acall, By this isic
clear that mans foul is not God, and if not his foul muchles i¢ his ,
. body, that is fubje& to fuch variety of diftempers, and. {onei- |
- therbody nor foul. O therfore what a horrid thing isit for mento .
. affirm they are God, that madeand created allthings,. that governs -
. the world, and the like, and to father all their abominations upon
po*s  the Lord, thinking him to be altogether fuch a one as themfelves 2
o f are! From hence we may fafely conclude. W Yy rapwd 4dn,
- 1.Thatif the {pirit be created by God,and is united to the body;
- thenthofe a&ions that are done by the body, arethea&tions of.th.e : :
man. Ohow {fomemen fighting againft the light, cry out, that it is b
God in man only that a&s,that {hall be faved,and the like, w!lereas
it isevident that it is the man that als, either good things, viz. the
man that beleeveth, prayeth, conformeth, and is blefled of God, or -
itische man that finsand walks in difobedience, whichman is the

fubject of deftru&ion. _ . ‘ 4 '
2. Thatifthe fpiri becreated by God, it muftbe fi ubje to the
will and Law of the Creator:thingscreated are for the praife of the
Creator, weare made by God toihew forth his praife; and by our:
obedience to declare our felvesto be his children,we arenot Ieft at’:
liberty to run from God; thiswas that that involved Adam at ficft
in mifery, and ftill keeps his off-fpring in forrow and confafion.
. 3. That fin is the defe@ion, variation from, or the tranf-
- greflion of theLaw of our Creator,and not of our owne wills :
. When we do the the;things God forbids, or leaveundone the things
‘ [c’oranmanded,, we fin againft God the Lord, the Creatorof foul and -
*~ body. ; , :
¥From the not right underftanding of the creatures fubje&ion, &
D relati-

Y

' 5/God is the God of the fpirits of all fleth, Numb. 1 6.52. thereisa &
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relation unto God,flow alfo thofe vain allegorizings of thofe teXts .
of Scripture that {peak of Chrift himfelf. For if we {earch the Scrip-
ture we fhall cleerly fee, that Chrift Jefus was nota figure or fhadow

of a fubftance tobe enjoyed now or hereafter (as thefe men glregm )
bat the trae fuffantial good it felf, the true Mediator Godand ‘mana.thC-
Jubftance of all figures, and [hadowos under the Law, which w# . a Scbq?{-
mafter ‘unte Chrift, Gal. 3. 24. The Apofte tels us, The Admini-.

- frations under the Law, were q fbadow of good things to come, the body

or [ubftance whereof was Chrift, or was in Chrift, now it is againft

common fenfeand reafon,that onethadow fhould type out ano;hﬂ.‘:_
and that as carnali and fefhly as it felfe, bur the contrary hereof.

Ismoft certaine, for Mofes and Jofbua being typicall Saviours, redee-
ming the fpiritual Ifrael out of Zgypt into earthly Canaan, muft
needshold outa fubftantiall Saviour, that moft effe&ually (hall re-
deem the Spirituall Ifrael, for (aith the

gbe uttermoft allthat come to God by bim
anterceffion for them, Heb. 7. 5. He's the Alpba and Om:ga, the Begit-.
ning and theending, the firft and the laft, Rev. 1. 18. Who faid to fob"
feare not, for Iwss dead, and am alive for ever more, Amen : and 1hve.
the keyes of Hell and of death, * This Jefus isnot only true manas

fo God sver all bl ‘or the moft.
highGod’ Rom. 9.5 e B dl beﬂz’d ﬁ’f ever , or

faith, Hethat commeth
Chrift astouching his
bedy, confifting ofa hu

om above, is above all, and this is truc OF.
odhead, who alfo istruly man, foul an¢-
: £ G mane foul , and flefhly body, and that af-
ter his refurrc&ion, as appears, Lik,24. 39 1In reference to the.
Conjunétion both of humaneand divine nature, he faich, I lay dowrie,
my life, and Ltake itup againe, as man he died, as God e raifed himfelf
fromthe dead ; now that any thouldbe- {o vile and wrecrched a5 0.
counttheever-bleffed Lord, who is the mofthigh and’ blefled Savi=,
our, aflefbly forme and fradow,: becante according to the inflnite wif-.
dome; and lope of God, be: a]ﬁ(medmdny nature, that be ngbttbfffby i
{;ecome @more fit and [uitable Saviour unto them ; wee are wounde ’
in our fouls to thinke thereof, and tremble to thinke what hirdaefs
of heart, ingratitude and :
10 5 and though they may talke of bein g above thedifpenfation of
Chuift, the Kingdombeing in them.,r'eﬁgned up to the Father, they

fay they know not what; fot before the office of Chrifts mediatorfhip |

ceaf’s, an:dtheiKingdome b: refigned to the Father, the Script:;e
* o »! % -,

Apoftle, He is able to fave to-
> ]gé‘ing be ever liveth to make

Fobn the Baptift ceflifying of Chrift, Fob. 3-3':

blindnefs-of minde;fuch fouls aregiven up,
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- IT10.1.Pfal. 8.6. 1 Cor. 15.24,25. Heb. 2. 6;,7. which is not yet'ef-
- feGed, for Chrifts enemies, viz. the Dewill, Sinne, Babylon Ami-
) Chrift, the oppofite oppre(fing civill powers of the world, death, and the
gt £rave, and the ruleand authority they beare rule with, are not yet
- Wholly by Chrift put down, therefore the Office of his Mediator-
. fhip flillftands in force ; Hence wee may fafely conclude,
 Firft, That ifChriftbe a fubftantiall Mediator, truly fpirituall,
il his Gofpel then, which he and his Apdttleshath declared, is not a
. bareoutward Relation, Hiftory, or carnal Letter, buta f; pirit and
- fubftantial Truth.and Myftery, containing the whole Minde, Will,
. and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and pra&ife
gl throughout all Ages. : :
‘@ _ Secondly, Itmuftjneeds be as durable as the Mediator is, for the
ol Law of Chrifts Priefthood is as durable as the Priefhood it {elf, the
. Law depending upon the Priefthood; for the change of the Prieft-
- hood and Law goes together, and {o the Priefthood of old being
- changed, the Law then, and not ill then was changed alfo, Heb

- that Priefthood, and not till then fhall be changed alfo.
§  Thirdly, It muft alfo be granted, That the Scriptures which
doe declare this great myfterie of Jefus Chrift and his Gofpel, be
- theholy Scriptures, and the infallible Word of God, for it could
@ Dever have entred into the heart of man to have knowne or
i manifcfted thofe hidden myfleries, had not God himfelfe by his
owne Word revealed them from Heaven ; now the Scripturecs
- are Gods Word, declaring hisminde, making knowne his Coun-
cel, being able 1o make the people of God wife unto falvation
 through faith which is in Chrift Fefus, being given by the infpiration of
God, and are profitable for Docirine, for Reproofe, for C orrection, for In-
frruciion in rightecufueffe, that the man of God 'may be perfect, throughly
- furnifbeb unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3. 15. 16, and therefore not to
4 1lighted and nnderval ued,as adead Letter, a bare Hiftory, a carrtall
% Smpty Story. Therefore dearely beloved brethren , webeg aﬂd' in-
g tr€at you,and every one that loves his foule, to fear and cremble ac
the thoughts of flighting and defpifing ‘Chrift and his Gofpel, or
any one of his laws,or holy commandements revealedin his word,
for know that God will fet bis Son upon bis boly Hill of Sisn, Pfal. 2.8.

-and will call all bis enemies that will uot bave bim to reigne over therm,
B& and’

exprefly tels us, all enemies muft be fubdued under his feet, Pfal. -

7- 18. So when Chrifts Pricfthood is changed, then the Law of =
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- and ﬂdj tbaﬁi\before bim. Heis to be reccived to ruleover usas King,
~ aswell asto bean oblation for fin, asheisa Prieft and Sacrifice, 10.

alfoa Prophetanda King, toteach and govern his people, being the
author of eternal Salvation toall that obey him. Therefore chat
‘man that departeth from the way of fubje@ion toChrift in his holy

- Commandments and Ordinances, refufeth Chrift to be hisLord, ¢

King, and judges himfelfe unworthy of eternall life ; Wherefore welil
tender compaflion to your fouls, and zeal for the glory of God,do

befeech & exhort you, that you ftill keep the holy chmaﬂdm‘?Fsi

as they were deliveredunto you, that you doe fhew the fame dili-

gence to the end(for he that endureth to the end (hall be aved Johat

yeftand faft, and earneftly contend for the faith once dclivered to-

the Saints, that no man take your crown from you, and that you
take heed that you be not led afide with the woykers of iniquity-
Iet nome of usdally with the wayes of God, left we be given up to

the error of the wicked, even to, thofe horrible delufions before

mentioned,for God is a juft and holy God. O that God would 81¥¢
his people this wifdome in all Nations to keep his holy commaPe™
ments, for holinefs becomes his houfe for ever 5 O that Gods feves

rity might prevaile wichall that profefs his name, to fearch thelt

owne hearts, leaft not receiving Ll'g- truth in the love thereof, chey

begiven .Ui to ftrong delufions tobelieveal ye, left chey making -

their work and pleafure; God make condemnation to be ther

wages,and difannulling their league with hell and death, he pull
them down from the top of their vanity, whether they have above

the heights of the clouds exalted themfelves, and laugh 4! thet e
feruétion, andmack when their feare comes.- . il
_ 0b. Bat many may be ready toobje, thac thofe who have t4 ‘:Q
into fuch def(perate abominations,were {ometimes members ofou

Congregations,and from thence are apt:to contemn our profefioft

; and;qw-ﬁiog whether our way, be of God orno; {aying, you {ee -
- what your judgement leadstoy - - (o

+ Sol. . 1a anfwerta this we fay,

1. Thatitisa great miftuke to judge thatthofc perfons were all

e

~ G e el : : ots |
of our focicties, for this wecan clearly evinge, that many, if n T

moft of them were nevermembers withuos. .- -
2." Suppofe they had beenall ofus ( which yet 13 not fo ) yet we

nor: f o=
{ay that none may thence reafonably condemn our profeflion, o

our felves feruple it,as not of God; which we doubt not, buc_;};;{
will confeffz, if they confider. 1, L1




e

Heart bleeding s for profeffors aboszinations. S
1.That from the undeniable truths of God, & from the Churches
gathered immediately by the hol y. Apoftles themfelves ( whichby
all are granted to be the pureft ) many profeflors have gone aftray,
and faln into great condémnu:tion 2’ Hymenens and Alexander made
fhipwrack of faith and a good confcience, 1 Tim, 1. 19, aflirming
( as many of thefe in our daysdo) that the refurretion was paft
already, deftroying the faith of fome, 2 Tim. 2. 18. feverall in Co-
rinth denying any refurre@ionatall, 1 Cor. 15, 12, - others falling
- into very great abominations; Fude tells us, v. 4-That thire were cer-

taimen.crept in unaspares, before: of old erdained to this condemnnation, .

ungodly men, turning the grace of God ‘into lafcivioufne(fe, and deny-
ang the onely Lord God, andour Lord Fefus Chriff. Toadd one inftance
more forall ( Fobn faith ) Little children it is the laft time, and as
You: bave: beard that Antichrift Jball came. 5. even: now are there: many
Antichrifts, whereby we knaw that it is the lafttime ; they ‘swent out - from
us, but they were not of us, Iob. 2. 18, 194 13 isng
3. The fpirit of God forefecing fuch things fhould be, that we -
might not be fumbled when they cometopafle, hath exprefly fore-
. toldthem ; Asto the Eldersof Eﬂaesfm,'Aé.‘i;'zo.sz;.zg;,‘.;o; ﬁgith‘
* Paulby the Spirit; Fake beedtd feed the Church of God which be bath
purchafedwith bis ovone blood; for I 'know this, that after-my: departing
dll grievoss wolves enter invamiong you, not Jparing the flock : Alfo, .
of your [elves ball men arife (peaking perverfe things. to.draw away
difeiples after them 3 (o alfo by the Apoftle Peter, '2 Pet. 2. 1, 2. .
- Therefhallbe ( faith he j falfe teachers among you, who privily
{hall bring in dammnable hetefies; denying the Lord that’ bought
them, and bring upon themfelves (wift deftra®ion, and many thall
follow their pernicious or lafcivious wayes, by reafon of whom -
. the way of truth (Hall be evill {poken of: FLide excites the Saints to |
* remember the words ofthe Apoftles of our Lord Jefus, how they
foretold there fhould be mockersin thelafttime, Wh’&ﬂ?ﬂlﬂd waik
* after their own ungodly lufls, feperating themfelves, fenfual, having
not the Spirit, ver/.17,18,19. and from whony fhall they feparate,

but from the true Churches of Jefus Chrift; profefing the faith of

Chrift; and being baptized in his name ( the Scripeare no th_ff ap-
- Provingany other Churches,chat we read of)Paul alfo tells T irothy
the time would come (" and furely chofe prophclies arenow fulfilled )
when they would not endure Jound doctrine; but after their. ovene lufts,

o [ 'beﬂP s
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(e - et bleedings for profe(fors abominasions.
: “beap to themfelves teachers, baving itcking ears, todt [bould turne away
= their ears from the truth, giving beed unto fables. : 3
[ ‘3. God in his wifdome permits thefe things,thac thofe which are
+ approved may be made manifeft, and thofe that feeme to be what
: -.they are not, may bedifcovered ; for Hypocrites have and will be
.creeping into the Church ( and that no marvel, for Satan himfclfe is
_transformed into an Angel of Light (but becaule they receive not
the truth in the love thereof, God fends then ftrong delufions that
. they fhould believe a Iye, that they all may be damned, who believe
g not the truth, but have pleafure in unrighteoufnefle, 2 Theff- 2. 10
' 11,12, &c. 1 Joh. 2.18,19. : '

: 4. Wee cannot wonder that thofe who draw neer to'God inthe
vifible profeffion of his name, being defticute of the power of od-
“linefs,do thus fal away:for God will be fané&ified in them that draw
«nigh to him, either in making them conformable to his Will to the

praife of his grace,or elfe in difcovering their falthood, hypocriﬁ.e &

~madnefs,making them dreadful examples of his wonderful feveritys

to theglorie of his Juftice. Nudab and Abibu, for. offering ftrang®

-fire, which the Lord commanded not, were deftroyed by fire from:

Heaven,Lev. 10. 1,2,3. The Lord himfelfe proclaimes from Heaven,

‘that his ways are rightecus,and the juft fhal walk in chem,but tranf~

-greflors fhall fall therein,Hof 1 4.ult.#The narrow path of the Saints

righteous walk,fuits not with the licentious principles & interefts 0

carnal men,& though finners may be in Sion for a time, yet fear fur-

prifes them,& by realon of the purity & brightnefs of the wayes of

God, they cannot abide therin,but caft Chrifts yoke from their necks,

becaufe it.will not be fubfervient.to their owne lufts. A remarkable

example of Gods feverity againft thofe that fometimes profefied the
truth, whofe hearts were not right before God, we may fee in Jud#s

and in Ananias, and Sapphira, who for lying againft the holy-Ghoft

were fuddenly deftroyed, to the great feare ofall the Chur ch of

~Chrift: As in nature the corruption of the beft things, is the gr eaceft
corruption, fo the greater profeflion men make of the cruth, when
_once they be corrupted, they fall into the grofleft abominations:
Thetruthis,this is no ground te fufpe& our profeflion becaufe fom=
fall from it, for who is it that fins the unpardonable fin; but one that
profefled the truth of the Gofpel, Fob. 1.5, 6. Who are thofe that
are twice dead, plucked up by the roots ? except thofe that by pro-
feflion were formerly alive in the truth. Fifehlys




= Heart bleedings forProfeffors abomsinations. :
Fifthly,and laftly,We do acknowledg,though fome eminent Pro~
feliors ot the fame truth with us have faln fouly(which hath been the
occaiion of much griefeto us )yet it hath been hitherto,and we hope
ever (hal be our care(as they have bin by the righteous judgemenc of
God difcovered) according to ourduty to puc them from amongft

us, endeavouring to preferveourfelves from alliniquitie;and not to-
have fellowfhip with the unprofitable works of darknefs, bue rather -

~ toreprove them : We conclude this, faying of them that are gone
from us,and faln into {uch notorious wickednefs,as Fobn faich, They

went fromus becaufe they were not of us, for if they bad been of us, no .
doubt they would bave continued with us, but they went out from us,

that tkey might be manifeft not to be of us.
Ifany fhal judg what we have here declared doth favour of unchari- -

tablenefs,rigidn, :s,cenforioufnefs & bitternes of {pirit to them chat

diffent from us, we defire all fuch ferioufly to take notice, that crue

loveand charity is not the foothing ofany in theirfins,the healing of
wounds {ightly, the crying peace, peace, whe 1 fuddendcftru&ion is
athand;itis not the daubing wich untempered morter,but itisa truz
love to the Truth, and toall for the Truths fake,confifting in plain-
~nefs and fimplicity, engaging us to endeavour the reftoring ot them
thacare faln, to pull them as brands, out of tlie fire, to contend for

the faith.once delivered to the Saints, tonote fuch’ perfons that

walk diforderly,to endcavour.the preferving of them that are found

in the faich,
While fome pien cry out againft us foruncharicablenefs,in crying

down fin and finfull pra&ifes,0 how uncharitable in truth are they,

thac can fuffer God to'be difhonoured, his Sonne to be vilified, his

Truth trampled under foot,his Ordinanees {leighted, and their own

and thouafands of poor fouls in danger ofbeing utterly feduced ;. to.

their own deftru&ion, and yct have not a hea-t'to relent for fuch

pra&ilcs, nor a tongue to plead againftthem, whereby others mighe

beforwarned of their {wift approaching danger; our confciences
ear witnes,chat the honoar of Godsthe love of his Truth,zeal for his

b
-Name, and if poflible, the faving of fouls from death, hath beea the
prevailing argument with us, thus 10 expre(s our felves s befieching
theGod and Father of our Lord Jefas, that by the fame power

which raifed him, from the dead, he would make this infrumencall

toconfirm thafe who yet abide in the truth, co reftore all the fmple

in heart, who are ready to turne afide from the voyce ot the truc.
dde- .

Shepherd. and to follow. ftrangers, and the cunning flights an
o Yia viges:

o



eedings for profeffors aborinations.
toyer, thac walks ip and downe asa rearing Lyon
n he may devour, who hath'caffdown many wounded, ©
y frong men: And that it niay alfo to all men morefal->
tcover the defperate folly dnd madnes of thofe who erinmphin: -
rotid imagindtions againft the Truch and Scepter ofthe Lord)
e bR el g
down to chechanbers of death leaf ey poor fouls, chrugh i |
,(,@;ﬁchfs,bdn_g}mﬁcgd €0 yeildyand forced through theflateering /-
of cheirlips, hould goc after them firaight way. 45 wi Ok goetbto the
v -W}S»f’fﬁiﬂds‘ a Fool tothe correction of the flocks, iill a dit frike thoro:>
. their liver; bafting as Birds to the fuare, not Kitowing that it is for'their ife 5
- and weby uncharitable ilence wonld become gailey of cheir bkwod.
- Nowbrethren we commend youto God, and to the, word of his'
. Brace, which is able o build you up, and to give you un intieritance 7
among al them which are fan&ified, praging chacyou may fland ap-
~+ onyourwaich, cloathcd with’che whdle armotic of God; andehiat © -
ki ¥y, may be kepe blamelelle, living by faith, untill the commingé:s’
. ourLordandSaviour Jefus Chrif,not cafting away youreonfidenicey * ;
)~ which huth great recompence of reward ; For yet'a lictle while, and'

& cthae fhall come will come, and will not peelofotD !
A3 SRR L » 5 3000 45 })" : nottal‘ry, Thegmceo Ou
ie 3}‘%@ efus Chriftbe with youall. Amen. SR P
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