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feent from Abrabam. And confequently

that it depends purely upon the will of

the Law-giver, to determine what fhall
be thefign of his Covenant, unto whom,

at what feafon, and upon what terms, it

: fhall be affixed.

If our brethren do fippofe baptifm to

be the feal. of the Covenant which God
makes with every beleiver (of whichthe
Scriptures are altogether filent) it is not
our concern to contend with them here-
in syet we conceive the feal of that Cove-

nant is the indwelling of the Spirit of

Chrift in the particular and individual
perfons in whom he refides, and nothing
elfe, neither dothey or we fuppofe that
baptifim isinany fuch manner {ubftituted
in the place of circumcifion, as t0 have
the fame (and no other)latitude, extent,
or terms, then circumcifion had 5 for that
was fuited only for the Male children,
baptifin is an ordinance fuited for every
beleiver, whether male, or femal. Thae
extended to all the maies that were borr
in Abrabams houfe, or bought with hig
money, equally with the males that proe
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ceeded from his own loynes 5 but bap-

tifme is not {o far extended in any true
Chriftian Church that we know of, asto
be adminiftred to all the poor infidel fer-

. Yauts, that the members thereof purchafe

for their fervive, and introduce into their
families 5 nor to the children born of -
them in their houfz. ,

‘ /‘ But we conceive the fame parity of
rea

foning may hold for the ordinance of
oaptifm as for that of circumcifion 3 Ex-

04w 12, 49. viz. one law for the {tran-
 8er, as for the home born : If any defire

to be admitted toall the ordinances, and
priviledges of Gods houfe, the door is
open ; upon the {ame terms that any one
perfon was ever admitted to all, or any
of thofe priviledges, that belong to the
Chriftian Church ; may all perfons of

p

- xight challenge the like admiffion.

- A for that text of Scripture, Rom. 4

- ¥1. He received circumcifion a [cal of the

| wighteoufnefs of the faith which be had. yet

uncircumcifed 5 we conceive if the

3 Aéoﬁles fcope 1 that place be duly at-
¥ended to,it will appear ¢hat no argument

£an
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can be taken from thence toinforce In-
forafmuch aswe find

\ . a
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a full and fair accopnt of thofe words gi-
ven by the learned Dr. Lightfoot (2
man not to be fufpected of partiality in
this controverfic ) in his HoM Hebrai, on

the 1 Cor. 7. 19.p- 42543

cribe hi§ words at, lage, without any
comment of our OWn upoR LhEM o s

Circumcifio nibil

eft - ratione : babiti
emporis, jave enin
evannerat, adimpletp
precipué ejus fine ob
quens fuerat inftiti-
tas 1ftumfinen ex:
hibet A oftolus  in
verbis {/@i: Ronts 4
1 1. gppuyichs & dglosu-
s S msews s & drgoBusic.
At vereor ne a plerif-
que verlionibus non
fatis aptentur ad fi-
mens civeumcifionis,

& feopune Apoftoli,

" “Circumcifion is
.pothing, if we re-
{pect the time for
now it was ywuﬁmm
ufe,. that ,cgcfl ofllt
being €ff cc&g ly fat-
e Which it

had been infticuted:

this_end the Apo-
{tle declares ip‘,\t_lgci@
words, Rozt 4.1k
copaids, . But Ltear

that by moft tranf-

Iations they are not
fufficiently {uited to

the end of circum-
I4 cifion

i | i ~,,_’b"'

. we fhall tranf-
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dum ab iis interferi- cifion,and the {cope

tur aliquid de fio,”

-

“of the Apoftle whilft

fomething of their [
own is by themin- [
JFcel. OF Jou peiti .

Andéfter the Door hath reprefented

divetfe verfions of the

words agreeing for

the moft part in enfe with that which
‘wehaye in our Bibles he thys proceeds.

Aliz “in. eundeys
Jenfum) ' ac [ cir-
daretur
Abrahamo in -
gillum jufbitic ifting,
quant ille babuit dum
adbuc foret preputi-

&tus s quod'non ne- b

gabimus  aliqualiter
verunt effe, at credi-

mus circumcifionen

longe alis precipuc

rwvxw‘: -t

Other verfions
are to the fame pur-
pofe; as if circum-
cifion was given to
Abrabam for a Seal
of that Righteoul-
nefs which he had
eing yetuncircum-
cifed which we w1ll
not deny to be in
fome fence true, b.ut .
‘we believe that cir-
cumcifionhad chief-
ly a far different re-
Ry e

s Give
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Liceat mihi verba
fic reddere Et'fignum
accepit circumcifio-
i% nis, figillum jufltitie

~ fidei, qu futura in
preputio ; que futu-
ra dico, non que fue-
rat. Non que fuerat
.y Abrahamo adhuc

" preputiato, fed que
futura  femini ejus
praputiato, id eff,
gentilibus,fidem olim
- Abrahami #mitatu-
?ig.

Nunc adverte bene
- qué occafione inftitu-
ta Abrahamo cir-
cumcifio, porens tibi
ante oculos biftoriam
ejus,Gen.17.

Give me leave
thus to render the
words s And be re-
ceived the fign of cir-
curcifions a feal of
the Righteonfnefs of
Faith, which wasto
be in the uncircumcie

fion, Which was to be

[ fay ) not which
%d:l Zegn, not that
which Abrabam had
whilt he was yet
uncircumcifed ; but
that which his un-
circumcifed - feed
fhould have, thatis

~ the Gentiles,who in

time to come (hould
imitate the faithof
Abrabam. 53

Now confider
well on what occa-
fion circumcifion
was inftituted unto

Abrabam fetting be--

fore

b




Fit primo. ei hec
- pramilli> Multarnm
Gentiyio Clis tu pa-
rex(quonan fenfy ex-
- plicat Apoftolus, ifto
eapite ) & [ubinde
Jrbjungitur ~ duplex
Jgillum vei corrobo-
randesimmutatiofci-
licet nominis Abra-
mi iz Abrahamum;
& inflitutio circum-

ciffonis : v. 4. Ecce.

mihi tecum eft foe-
dus, eris  tu pater
multarum gentium.
Quare vocatum eft
nonser ejus Abraha-
mus? Iz figillationens
bujus promiffionis.
Tu Pater eris mul-
tarum gentium. Ef
guareinftitutaei cir-

An Appendix;

fore thine eyes the fip,

12
This promife 1s
fir* made unto him,
tioon fhalt be the Fa-
ther of many Nati-
ons (in what fenfe
theApoftle explain-
ethin that chapter)
and then there i1s
fubjoined a double
feal for the confir-
mation of the thing,
to wit, the change
of the name Abram
into Abrabam, and
the inftitution of cir-
cumcifion. v.4.Bebold
as for me, wry Cove
nant is withthee, and
thou fhalt be the Fa-
ther of manyNations.
Wherefore was his
name called Abra-
ham? for the feal-

: mng

hiftory thereof,Gen. fiy, €4
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enmeifiodIn figillati- ing of this promife:
S onem cjufdens pro~ Thow fhalt be the Fa-
0% aniffionis. Tu Pa- ther of many Natiogs
ater eris multarum And wherefore
~Gentium. Iraut hic Was circumcifion in-
W85t fenfius apoftoliyin- ftituted to him? For
e fitutioni circumci- the fealing of the
g Molionis congruentiffi- fame promife. Thox
6 us 5 accepit lignum. fhalt be the Father of v
Scireumecifionis, [igil- 747y Nations. So = |
Ll juftitie fiaei, that this 1s the fenfe |
quaze olim erat in- of the Apolftle,moft ;
circumcifio (vel Gen- agreeable to the in-
‘tiles ) babitwra & ftitution of circum- 1
adeptura. - cifions he received A
_the fign of circum-

cifion, a feal of the

P\ighteousnefs 0

. Faith whichintime
ﬂ : to come the uncir-
’g/’ e cumcifion ( or the

Gentiles ) fhould

. have and obtain.
 Duplex femen erat  Abraham had a
W% Abrahamosuaturale, twofold {ced, natu-
e Fudgornm & fidele ral,ofthe Jewssand,
Rigr : faithful
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gentilinm  credenti-
uneifigmatnr naturale
ﬁgno circumcifionis,
primo-quidem in fui
diftiniionerr, ~ ab
onnibus aliis  gen-
tibus, dum ep non
adhuc forent [femen
Abrahami; 4¢ pre-
cipue in memorians
Juftificationis genti-
- un per fidem | cum
tanden forent ejus
Sfemen. Ceffatura er-
&o wmerito erat cir-
Cunrcifioy cumintron
ducerentur Gentiles
ad fidem,quippe guod
 tunc finens funm ul-
timum ac precipunm
 Obtinuerat et perinde
B weplow sy,

ed its lalt and chief
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faithful, of the be-|in"

lieving  Gentiles *jgy i
his natural feed wasjigy &
figned with the {ignigu's

of circumcifion, firlt

indeed for the di-| .

ftinguifthing

of them g3’ €

from all other Nati- [} &

onswhillt they as yet
were nbt the feed of

Abrabam ,but efpect o ®

ally for the memo-|
rial of the juftifica-

tion of the Gentiles

by faith, when at{

length they thould
becgome his feed.

Therefore circ_um- ;
cifion was of right |

to ceafe, when the
Geantiles

- were |
brought in to the
faith, forafmuch 25 |
then it had obtait- |-
end, & thenceforth
circumcifion is nothing. g
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¢ Thus far he, which we earneltly defire
{1, may be ferioufly weighed, for we plead
not his authority, but the evidence of
«truth in his words. :

3+ Of whatfoever nature the holinefs

e,yet they who do conclude that all fuch
¢ children (" whether Infants or of riper
 years ) have from hence an immediate
% 4 right to baptifm, doas we conceive put
" more into the conclufion, then will be
g% found in the premifles. rien

'6#",  Foralthough we do not determine po-
@9 frively concerning the Apoftles fcope in
¥4 the holinefs here mentioned, {foasto fay
4. it is this, or that, and no other thing3
¥ Yet it is evident that the Apoftle does by
A% it determine not only the Jawfulnefs but
@ the expedience alfo of a belcivers coha-

" bitation with an unbeliever, in the ftate
of marriage.

‘And we do think that although the
- Apoftles aflerting of the unbelieving
- yoke-

f the children mentioned, 1 Cor, 7. 12+

2
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wife 5 neverthelefs here you have the in-

 foreit can defeend to their off-fpring. And
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yokefellow to be fanified by the be-
Tlievey, thould carry in 1t fomewhat more
then is inthe bare marriage of two infi- gy
dels,becaufe although the marriage cove-
nant have a divine {an&ion {0 as to make [
the wedlock of twounbelievers a lawful
ation,and their conjunion and cohabi- [t ’
tation i that refpect undefiled, yet there [l
~might be no ground to fuppofe from
thence, that both or either of their per- |13
{Monsare thereby anctified ; and the Apo- |l
ﬁle urges the cohabitation of a believer
with an infidel in the ftate of wedlock
from this ground that the uabelieving
husband is funitified by the believing

fluence of a believers faith afcending from
an inferior to a [uperior relation 3 from the
wife to the husband whois her head, be-

therefore we fay, whatever be the nature
orextent of the holines here intended,
we conceive it cannot convey to the
children an immediate right to baptifm 5
becaufe it would then be of another na- |
ture,and of a largerextent, then the rO'OtC;
< S an
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el for it is clear by the Apoftles argument
#% that holinefs cannot be derived to the
0 s child from the fan&ity of one parent on-
% 1y, if either father or mother be(in the
g% fenfe intended by the Apoltle) unholy or
B unclean, fo will the child be alfo, there-
"o, fore for the production of an holy feed
Ll it 1s neceffary that both the Parents be
1§ Ganctified ; and this the Apoftle pofitive-

“ ly afferts in the ficft place to be done by

J be an unbeliever; and then confequen-
I tially from thence argues, the holinefs of

| " their children. Henceit follows, thatas
#% the children have no other holinefs then
® what they derive from both their Pa-
i rentss foneither can they haveany right’
24" by this holinefs to any fpiritual privi-

w0  ledge but fuch as both their Parents did
! alfo partake of : and therefore if the ua-
believing Parent ( though fanttified by

4 the believirig Parent) have not thereby a

aright to baptifm, neither can we con-
cieve, that there is ‘any fuch priviledge,

7 linefs. Befides

 the beleiving parent, alcthough the other

derived tothe children by their birth-ho-’

- 4 and original frot whence it is derived 5 -
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Befides if it had been the ufual practife
in the Apoftles dayes for the father or
mother that did beleive, to bring all their
children with themto be baptifed 5 then
the holines of the beleiving Corinthians
. children, would not atall have been in
queftion when this Epiftle was written ;
- but might have been argued from their

pafling under that ordinance, which re- | .

prefented their new birth, although they
had derived no holinefs from their Pa-
rents, by their firft birth;and would have
 layen asan exception againft the Apoltles
~ Inference, elfe were gour Children unclean, .
&e. But of the fanification of all the '
children of every beleiver by this ordi-
nance, or any other way, then what is
beforementioned, the Scripture is alto;
gether filent. i, o
_ This may be alfo added 5 that if this |3
birth holinefs do qualific all the children, |g\
- of every believer, for the ordinance of |
baptifm; why not for all other ordi-
nances ? for the Lords Supper as was pra-
Ctifed for a Jong time together 2 for ifre-
courfe be bad to what the Scriptures

fpeak
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fpeak generally of this fubje@ 5 it will be
found, thatthe fame qualities which do
intitle any perfon to baptifm, do o alfo
for the' participation of all the Ordi-

nances, and priviledges of the houfe of

God, that are common to all believers.
Wholoever can and does interrogate
his good Conicience towards God when
heis baptifed (as every one muft do that
makes it to himfelf a fign of Salvation) is

capable of doing the fame thing, ineve-

ry other act of worfhip that ke performs.
~ 4. Thearguments and inferences that

are ufually brought for, or againft In-
fant baptifm from thofe few inftances .

which the Scriptures afford us of whole
families being baptifed ; are only con-
. jecturals and'therefore cannot of them-
{ {clves, be conclufive oneither hand : yet
. in regard moft that treat on this fubject

i for Infant baptifm, do (‘as they conceive)
{ improve thefe inftances to the advantage

of their argument ; we think it mect (in
like manner as in the cafes before menti-
oned fo in this ) to fhew the invalidity of
s fuch inferences,

R TP e A
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- Cornelins worfhipped God with all’ bis
houfe the Faylor, and Crifpus the chief
ruler of the Synagogue, belicved God with
ezch of their' houfes. The houfhold" of Ste-
‘phanus addicted themfelves to the Miniftry
- of the Saints s O, that thus far Worfbip-
ping, and Beliewing runs parallel with - |
 Baptifim. Andif Lydia, had beenamar- |
- vied perfon, when {he believed, it is pro-
- bable her husband would alfo have been
~ named by the Apofile, asin like cafes,in-
almuch ashe would  have been not only
a part, but the head of that baptifed
houthold. |
- Who can affign any probable reafon,
~ why the Apoftle thould make mention of
- four orfive houtholds being baptifed and
- nomores orwhy he doesfo often vary
inthe method of his {alutations,Rozz. 1.6 |
{ometimes mentioning only particular ;
perfons of great note, other timesfch,
and the Church in their houfe ? theSaints | § 8¢
that were with themsand them belonging &
o Narciffus, who were inthe Lord s thus
faluting cither whole families, or pattof
families; or only particular yenfonsi.?_’g’;
> 5y mues;

T A 4 P
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~milies, confidered as they -were in the
Lord, forifit had been anufual pratife
to baptize all children, with their pa-

rents; there were then many thonfands

of the Jews which believed, and 2 great
| number of the Gentiles, in moft of the

. principal Cities in the World, and among
{o many thoufands,it is more then propa-

ble there would have been {fome thon-

fands of houfholds baptifed 5 Why.fthén

# fhould the Apoftle in this refpect figna- '
" lize one family of the Jews and threeor

.

four of the Gentiles,as particular inftances
in a cafe.that was common ?Wl}qugr)
fuppofes that we do willfully deharﬂ‘f
children, from the benefit of any pro-

_mife,or priviledge, that of right belongs
tothe children of believing parents ;they

doentertain over fevere thoughts of us :

to be without natural affetions 1s ne of

the chara&ers of the worlt of -perfons,
in the worlt of times, . Wee do-ficely

* confeflc our felves guilty before the Lord,
~jnthat we have not with more circum=

- f{pection and diligence crain'd up thofe
“that relate to us 10 the fear of the Lord

g . TR’ 1108 HE1D
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and dohumbly and earneftly pray, that
our omiffions herein may be remitted,

and that they may not redound to the
prejudice of our {elves, orany of ours:

but with refpectto that duty that isin- |

cumbent on us, we acknowledge our

felves obliged by the precepts of God,
t® bring up our’ children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord, to teach
them his fear, both by inftruction and ex-
ample ; and fhould we fet light by this
precept, it would demonftrate that we
are more vile then the unnatural Heathen,
that like not to retain God in their know-
ledge, our baptifin might then be j uftly
accompted, as no baptifm to us.

[M€re are many {pecial promifes that
do incourage usaswell as precepts,that do
oblige us to the clofe purfuit of our du-
ty herein : that God whom we ferve,
being jealous of his Worthip, threatens

'lllting of the Fathers tranfgrefﬁon_
upon the children to the third and foutth
generation of them that hate him : yet
does more abundantly extend his mercy,
€ven to thoufands (refpeding the off-

e o

fpring
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fpring and fucceding generations ) of
them that love him, and keep hiscom-

mands.

i When our Lord rebuked his difciples

| for prohibiting the accefs of little chil-
dren that were brought tohim, that he

might pray over them, lay hishands up-
on them, and bleffe them, does declare, -
that of fuch is the Kingdom of God. And the |

Apoitle Peterin anfwer to their enquiry,
that defired to know what they muftdo
to be faved, does not only inftruct them

in the neceflary duty of repentance and -
baptifm 3 but does alfo thercto encourage
them, by that promife which had refe-
rence both to them, and their childrens

vt N e e )
G TN DR NGNS VRN A T

AR S0y

if our Lord Jefus in the forementioned
place, do not refpect the qualities of
children (as elfewhere) as to their meek- i

nefs, humility,and fincerity, and the like s
bue intend alfo that thofe very perions
and fuch like, appertain to the Kingdom

of God, and if the Apoftle Pefer inmen-
tioning the aforefaid promife, do refpeCt

- not only the prefent and {ucceeding ges -
_nerationsof thofe Jews, that heard hins, -

K 3 : ‘(:iu 4

i i el e i




. dn Appendixe
(in which fenfe the fame phrafe doth oc-
curre in Scripture) but alfo the immedi-
ate off-{pring of his auditors ; whether
the promifé relate to'the gift of the Holy
Spirit, or of eternal life, or any grace,
or priviledge’ tending to the obtaining
t_he;c;'of 5 1t is neither our concerne nor
our imnterelt to confine the mercies, and
promifes of God, to a more narrow, or
lefle compafie then he is pleafed grati-
oufly to offer and intend them; nor to
have a Tight efteem of them ; butare o-
bliged induty to God, and affeion to
our children; to plead earneftly with
‘God and Gfe our utmoft endeavours that
both our {elves, and our off-fpring may
be partakers of his Mercies and gracious
Promifes: yet we cannot from eitherof
thefe texts collect a fufficient warrant for
us to baptize .our children before they
_are inftrutted in the principles of the
Chriftian Religion. :
~ For as to the inftance inlittle children,
1t feems by the difciples forbidding them,
that they were brought upon fome other
account, not {0 frequent as Bthiﬁ“'m‘i)&
A _ , e
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be fuppofed to have been, if from the
ginning believers childrenhad been ad-
itted thereto  and no account is given
whether their parents were baptifed be-
lievers ornot 3 and asto the inftance of
the Apoftle 5 if the following wordsand

practife, may be taken as aninterpretati-

on of the fcope of that promife we
cannot conceive it does refer to infant
baptifm, becaufe the trext does prefently
fubjoyn s Then they that gladly received
the word were baptifed. | ismaen
~ That there were fome believing: chil-
dren of believing parents in the Apoftles

dayesis evident from the Scriptures,even
fiich as were then in ther fathers family,
and under their parentstuition, and eda-
cation ; to whom the Apoftle infeveral
of his Epiftles to the Churches, giveth

commands to-obey their parents in the
Lord 3 and does allure their tender years
t0 hearken to this precept, by reminding
them that it is the firlt command with
promife. 43 e '
And it is recorded by him for the praife

“of Timothys and enqoura'gemcn?c of pa-
iy K 4 rents,
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- bleofit; there might be firlt a proot of
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. rents betimes to inftarudt, and children

early to attend to godly inftruction, that

. EmGlews from g child, he had known the

holy Scriptures.
- The Apoftle John vcjoyced greatly
when he found of the children of the E-
le& Lady Walking in the truth 5 and the
childrenof her EJeg Sifter joyn with the
Apolftle in hig falutation, ,

But that this was not generally fo, that
all the children of be%ievers were ac-
counted for believers(as they would have

beenif they had beeyy all baptifed) may
be collected firom the charader which the

Apoftle gives of perfons fit to be chofen

to Elderfhip in the Church which was

not common to all believers ; among o-
thers thisis expreflely one, vig. If there

beany having believing,: or faithful chil-
dren, not accufed of Riot or unruly ; and
‘we may from the Apoftles writings on

the fame {ubjec colle& the reafon of this
qualification, viz. That in cafe the perfon
defigned for this office to teach and rule
inthe houfe of God; had children capa-

his




‘his ability, induftry, and fuccefe in this
pacity, before he was ordained to the

in a publick capicity, as a Bifhop in the
_houfe of God. el ! :

Thefe things we have mentioned.as

croveriie between our brethren and us ;
other things that are more abftrufe and
prolix, which are frequently introduced
into this controverfie, but donot necef~
+{arily concern 1t, we have purpofely a-
voided ; that the diftance between us
and our brethren may not be by us made

cern fofarasis poffible for us (retaining

a more entire agreement and reconciliati-
on with them. ‘ e .

‘We are not infenfible that as to the or-
der of Gods houfe,and entire communion
therein there are fome things whereln we
(as well as others) arenotata full accord

known

4n Appendix. = T;? -
worl in his own family ; and private<ca=

exercife of this authority in the Chureh;

having a dirccgreference unto the con- -

SECS Gl T il e

more wide; for it 1s our duty, and cou="

a good confcience towards God )tofeek

among our felves, as for inftance 5 the
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known principle, and ftate of the con-
. {ciences of diverfe of us, that have agreed
. n this Confeffion is fuch 3 that we can-
: not hold Church-communion, with any
other then Baptized-believers , - and
Churches conftituted of fuch’; yet fome
others of us have a greater liberty and
fiecedom in our fpirits that ways and
therefore we have purpefely omitted the
mention of things of that nature, that we
might concurre, in giving this evidence
‘ .9f our agreement, both among out felves,
. and withother good Chriftians, in thofe
' Important articles of the Chriftian Reli-#
| 8ton, mainly infilted on by us: and this
notwith{tanding we all efteem it our chief’
| * concern, both among ovur felves, and all
| ©thers that in every place callupon the
| mameof the Lord Jefus Chrift our Lord,
. both theirs and ours, and love bim in fin-
% cerity, to endeavour to keep the unity
g

|

i

i

- of the Spirit, in the bond of peace; and

~in order thereunto, to exercife all lowli-

nefs and mecknefs, with long-fuffering,
forbearing one another in love.

And we are per{waded if the fame me-

G5 thod
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thod were introduced into frequent pra-

Giife between us and our Chriftian friends .

who agree with us in all the fundamental
articles of the Chriftian faith ( though
| they do not {o in the fubjet and admini-

¥ (rration of baptifm) it would foon"beget

¥ a better underftanding, aid brotherly
# affetion between us. ' i
f In  the beginning of the Chriftian
Church,when the doftrine of the baptifm
* of chrift wasnot univerfally underftood,
yet thofe that knew only the baptifin of
Hob, werethe Difciples of the Lord Jes

{us 5 and “Apollos an eminent Minifter of .

PR e =

the Gofpel of Jefus. -

In the beginning of the reformationof

{ the Chriftian Church, and recovery from
® that Egyptian darknefs wherein our fore-
fathers for many generations were held

in bondage 5 upon recourfe had to the

Scriptures of truth, different apprehen-
fions were conceived, which are to ‘this

time continued, concerning the p‘m&'rfé :

of this Ordinance. ' SR,
‘Let not our zeal hereinbe mifinterpre-

ted ; that God whom we ferve isjealous :
g : e .

s
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- of hisworlhip. .. By his gracious provi-
. dence the Law thereof, is continued a-
- mongft us; and we are forewarned by. |
what hapned in the Church of the Jews,

that it is neceffary for every gengration,
and that frequently in every gencration
to'confult the divine oracle, compare
- our worfhip with the rule, and take heed
t0: what, dotrines - we receive and  pra-
.-df the ten commands exhibited in the [0

'ggpjfh Idolatrous  fervice books had
. peenreceived as the entire law of God,
‘b?‘:*‘,“@t-hey agree in number with his
teén commands, andalfy in the fubftance
- of nine of them 5 the fecond Command- .0f

ment forbidding Idolatry had been ut-

terly loft. SR o iy
(JIfEzra and Nebemiah had not madea
diligent fearch into the pagticular parts of
- Godslaw, and hisworthips the Fealt of
- Tabernacles (which for many centuries of
_years, had not been duly obferved, ac-
cording to the inftitution, though it was
_ Tetained in the general notion) would
~ not have beenkept in duc order. 1
: , . 5
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~ So may it benow as to many things re-
‘Tating to the fervice of God, which do , -
retain the names proper to them intheir
| firft inftitution, but yet through inadver-
'~ tency (where there is no finifter defign)
may vary in their circumftances, from
their firft inftitution. And if by means
. ofany antient defettion, or of that ge-
‘neral corruption of the fervice of God,

and interruption of his true worfhip, and
petfecution of his fervants by the Anti-
 chriftian Bifhop of Rome, for many gene-
rations ; thofe who do confult the Word
of God, cannot yet arrive ata full and
mutual fatisfadion among themfelves,
what was the praftife of the primitive
Chriftian Church, in fome potnts rela-
ting to the worfhip of God : yet inafmuch
as thefe things are not of the effenceof
Chriftianity, but that we agree in.the
fundamental do@rines thereof, W€ do. 7
apprehend, there is {uffictent groundto
lay afide all bitternefs and prejudice, and -
in the fpirit of love and meeknefs to im-
: : brace .
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aceand own each other therein 5 leav-
€ach other at liberty to perform fuch
r fervices{wherein  we cannot con-

apart untd God, according to the










