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dejuftif.c.io»&Talent. Lde VotUc.^. £ Hocpraceptttm 
diligendi Deum exteta mente^dottrtnale efcnen obligatori* 
» w ] See here,aprecept,and thegreateft precept,even to 
L o v e God above a l l , is not obligatory f A ftrangepre­
cept ! A n d p. 322. he reciteth the words o f To/la, 
ibid. 1.4. c. 2 1. & 22. teaching Equivocation upon 
oath before a Magif t ra te , and fo maintaining perjury. 
And/> 327.be citeth the fame Author maintaining that 
Murder , and Blafphemy in a paflion and not deliberate, 
is no-mortal fin,unlefs in one that is ufed to Blafpheme. 
A n d (. 329. how Betiarm. Coflerus, Valentia maintain 
that Fornication in a Prieft is better, or a f m a l l e r f i n 
then to marry. T h e l ike he (hews o f their do&rine o f 
The f t^Fa l f ewi tne f s , ejrcp. 332 ,333 , d?v. This f r o m 
h i m . / 

3. Bu t above ail their other mifchiefs ,the Propagating 
of Infidelity by them is the greateft l W h i c h they do in 
t w o way es. 1. Under the Vi\ard of Infidels and Seekers 
they plead againft Scripture and Chr i f t i an i ty , in de-
f i g n t o l o o f e n men f r o m all Rel igion, and perfwade 
them that they muf t needs be.Infidels or Papifts: Veron 
and his followers have given them f u l l Directions to 
manage this def ign. A n d while . w i t h debauched C o n -
faiences) they thus perfwade men to be Infidels i n j e f t , 
they have made abundance fuch in good fadnefs :fo that 
upon my knowledge there are many Inch fwarm among 
u s , that fometime feemed pious perfons, that plead 
againft Chr i f t anity i t felf . 2. A n d no wonder, when 
feme of the leading Papifls do feern to be Cbnfiians injeft., 
and infidels in good fadnefs themselves. I mail inftance 
now but in their Champion , Tho. White, who in his -
Eudid. Metaphyfstoccb. * pr 16. maintaineth that 
in a manner , or almofi all incorporated fouls /hall be 
favedby the rswld as the Inflrttment, or elfe the world wc*e 
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^jhntldlj~cvitt anltbe (od: that fail of Blef[ednefs,non 
'<int (vfficiemcs adpuriem co' (dexahilem tonus multitude 
'nis ccnflmenasmMc that M i t v e i h thiscan not believe 
C h n f t , not wel l perftvade men to believe in C hr i f t . 
Th is happy news to the Pagans and Mahometans , 

i l ight rorrv2what affr ight the Chrif t ians being the few-
ef t , l e f t tfoeu ihouldbe that inconftderable number , bu t 
that he that talks o f the damnation of fo few, its l ike b y 
W Argumentsbe l i eve th i to fnone .The fame he aliens 
in his Treatife of the middle ftate of fouls, Rat . 5. p . 4 1 . 
A n d Rat. 10. he difputeth againft rindi£li<ve $uflice as 
athin? not becoming God: and />. 88 . denyeth that fift-
nexi injure Godyioxfooth btcaufehe fuffereth it willingly. 
Pa".Q5 (Tranflat.)he faith that fouls are exempt from 
allfuch pains as may he caufed by any outward agent: A n d 
pa? H I . T h a t G o d Governeth not the wor ld as a 
Monarch, but as an Engineer h And pag. 134, he faith 
T the pjijbmen* of ftn whether external or internal, is no-
thin/elfe buttheincreafe andexaggeration of fins tn thofe 
who are perverfe, and the decreafe and diminution of 
them in thofe who amend 3 A n d pag. 90. that [ the de­
fect of Gods honour occaftoned by Peter , was not fup-
phedand repaired by any other] and f o n o t b y ChrmV 
A n d pag. 146. I that Gods aim is always the utmofi 
vood of every creature ] A n d he o f t enough tels us that 
G o d attaineth all his w i l l . A n d is this man a Papift i 
or are Papifts in good fadnefs , that te l l the w o r l d 
that none but the fubjef ts o f the Pope can be faved i 
and yet now the number that perifh w i l l be incon-
fiderable 5 and G o d aimeth at the u tmof t G o o d 
o f every creature. Sure he thinks that al l the Toads 
muf t be made m e n ; and all men made Angels-, and 
every ftar muf t be made a Sun I I (hall pafs by the 
Books that are wr i t t en againft the Creation^ againft 

Scripture^ 
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Scripture 3 and againft Hell , ejrc. which fwarm 
among us 5 only advi f ing your Highnefs to take 
heed that y o u venture not upon any w o r l d l y mo­
t ives , to ftand gui l ty before the l i v i n g God of al­
l o w i n g or tolerating fuch Books to be publifhed , 
and fuch doctrines as thefe to be preached to your 
People, to the everlafting undoing of their precious 
fouls* 

i f you ask who it is that prefumeth thus to be your 
CMomtor ? I t is one that ferveth fo great a Maf ter 
that he thinks i t no unwarrantable p re fumpt ion , j n 
fuch a cafe t o be f a i th fu l ly plain w i t h the greateft 
Prince. I t is one that ftands fo neer E te rn i ty , 
where La\arus mall wear the C r o w n , that unfa i th-
f u l l man-pleafing would b : to h i m a double crime : 
i t is one that rejoyceth i n the prefent happinefs 
o f England, and earneftly wifheth that i t were but 
as we l l w i t h the, reft o f the world- , and that honour-
eth all the providences o f G o d by which we have 
been brought to what we are but dare not own 
all the actions o f men that have been the I n i W u -
ments,as he hath thought meet to manifeft in this w r i ­
t ing , and leave upon record. A n d he is one that 
concurring in the C o m m o n Hopes o f greater B le f -
fings yet to thefe Nations under your Government , 
and obferving your Acceptance o f the frequent A d -
dreffes that f r o m all parts o f the Land are made unto 
y o u , was encouraged to do what you dayly allow 
your Preachers to d o , and to concur w i t h the r e f t , 
i n the tenders ( and fome performance ) o f his 
fervice and particularly the Cwmy M Wilts who 
have Petitioned you fo r the Summ o f what I have 
here expreft and whofe Petitions I dcfire maybe 

wri t ten 
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wr i t t en upon your heart. T h a t the L o r d w i l l make 
you a healer and preserver o f his Chucrhes here at 
home, and a fuccejsfull helper tobls Churches abroad, 
is the earneft prayer o f 

Y o u r H i g h n e f T e s 

f a i t h f u l l S u b j e d t 

l^ich. ^Baxter. 



Reader, 

F thou come hither with a practical efteem 
of Truth, defiring to know it that thou 
mat f t obey it,& with an humble mind dofi 
ftudy and fray to the Father of Lights^ 
and art impartially willing to receive the 
Truth in the Love of it that thou maiftbe 

Javed, and with diligence andmeeknefsu read and weigh 
the Evidences that I bring thee, thou art then the perfon to 
whom 1 recommend thefe Papers with confident expectation 
Z I T J rh'cMroverfus here handledare tbofe that 
have made and fMlare making^ greateft comkuftiom 
in hoe Chrifttan world, xyind yet to almoft all men 
of learning on both fides they feem exceeding eafte I feU 
dom meet with a Learned Proteftant but taketh Popery for 
Juch transparentfallacies, that he is little or no whit trow 
bled with any doubttngs in tbebufinefs: And 1 feldom meet 
f f h a ^rnedPapift but is as confident on the otherfide,as 
tf befidesthem, all the Cbriftian world were blind and mad. 

T i l l M P 7 J l J i e r W ^ n e e d s d o ™chtien on one fide 
o b n d w h J c h J d ^ t h thegreatefi worldly intrefi 

knoll L P m ? e r f l * » d i ? ^ ^ (ton decerned by one that 
R h ^ L ***1*9*?9 t h e i r Ordinals, Prelatesl and the 
k n l < \ H ° T r 5 a n d ? r i v i l e d Z € S 0 f t h e i r Clergy, and that 
S f l f f ' ^ ^ c u wilt hear the Reafons of the 
confid nceof hoth fides,I will tell it thee here as briefly and 
plainly as 1 can. J J 

t J F t i C ° " f i i m ° f ° u r m n ReU&ion> heca»f* ™ believe 
W Gojpel; and we have no other Rule and left of our Reli-

( c ) gion : 



2 T h e P r e f a c e . 

gion : And we are confident that Popery is a deceit, hecaufe 
we both believe the Go/pel and the judgement of the ancient 
andprefent Churches, andbecaufe we believe our fenfe it 
felf : As fare as we know Bread from Flefh^and Wine from 
Blood\by feeing, tafiing, & C . fofure know we that Popery 
isfalfe. And if a Controverfie is not at an End when it 
is brought to the judgement of all the fenfes of all the found 
men in the world ( it being about the objecJ of fenfe ) 
then we are paft hope of ending controverfies : And there­
fore as we will not wafle our time with every fellow that will 
difpute with us thai Snow is black , or the Fire cold, no 
more will we trouble our felves with tbefe men that tell us 
that Bread is not bread,and Wine is not wine. 

And if you would know the Reafons of the confidence of 
the Papifls, I know no more of them but what their Wru 
tings and fpeeches do exprefs, and thofe I have hereafter 
given you. Two things they are ftill harping on: the firfi 
is, that i n our way we have no afluranee that the C h r i -
ftian Rel igion is true, or that Scripture is the word o f 
God* Save me the labour of repetitions, and read but what 
lhave witten in the Preface to the fecond Part of the Saints 
R e f t \ Ed i t . 2 .&C.) where J give yon the Refolution of our 
faith,and in my Safe Religion, D i f p , 3. and then believe 
them if thou canft. 

Their jecond is, that thred-bare guefilon [ Where was 
your Church before Lniher* W h e r e hath i t been fuc-
cefsively in each age ? ] And here meer Sophiflry carry* 
eth it through the Papal world, to the deluding of the fimple 
\hat will be catcht with chaffe, and are not able to fee things 
for Narres . / have dealt with fome of them that harped 
mtkis firing, and never met with anything from them 
that fhouldpem confiderable to a difceming man9fave only 
'he two unanfwerable arguments of Coim&mce(that 1 [ay 
not Impudence ) and Loquacity. Though lhave more 
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fully framed this Que (lion in this Bookj mil here alfo give 
you at the entrance, a jhort view ef the cafe. 

The men that ask us,where our Church and Religion was, 
either know not (through ignorance) or will not let others 
know { through wickedne(s) what our Church and Reli­
gion is. [ Shew us ( (ay they) a C h u r c h in all ages that 
held the th i r ty nine Articles, or that held all that the 
Proteftants hold , or elfe they were not Proteftants < 2 
Forfooth, we muft receive from them a Definition of a Pro-
teft ant,and then we muft prove the fuccefsion of (uch.Knew 
therefore before you difpute about the fnccefsion, what is the 
thing whofe fuccefsion is questioned. £ A Proteftant is a 
C h r i f t i a n that holdeth to the holy Scriptures as the 
fuf f ic ien t Rule o f fa i th and holy l i v i n g , and protefteth 
againft Popery. ] 7he Proteflant Churches are Societies 
profefsing the P rot eft ant s Religion. £ T h e Proteftant Re­
l i g i o n ] is an improper fpeech,but L the Proteftants Re­
l ig ion ] is a phrafe that wefhallown. For C Proteftancy ] 
is not our Religion it f e l f , but the Rejection of Popiffi cor­
ruptions of Religions or defiling Additions. If my Reje~ 
clions ofothex mens Additions be them(elves Additions5 

then is it in the power of any Heretick in the world to force 
me to Add to my Religion at his Pleafure. A thoufand new 
Articles & Farms efWorfhip be may devi(e,and then muft 
I add to my Religion by rejetfing them all: even as I add 
to my Appleby wiping the dirt of i t , or to my Cloaths, by 
brufbing them.The Proteftants Religion is only the chriftian 
Religion the naked Chriftian Religion alone:The)Papifts the 
Chnflian Religion corrupted wirh abundance of amotions. 
The Proteflants ever dtf avowed any Confefsions of men as 
pretended to be the Rule or Law of their Religion. T h e 
Proteftants Religion is the H o l y Scriptures alone ] The 
Papifts Religion is all that is decreed by the.Pope and Coun*. 
cils. Our Religion containtd in the Scoipture hath its Mf-

( c i ) ' - fentids 
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fentials and Integrals. All the Effentials and as much of 
the Integrals as (in the ufe of means) we are able to under-
ftand, we believe particularly and explicitly : the reft we 
believe generally and implicitely to be all true. So that 
as the Papifls will not give us leave to take the writings of 
Greyer , Bellarmine or any of their Doclors , yea the 
Articles tf their Divines at Thoren , Racisbone, & c to 
be therefore Articles of their faith, but only thofe that are 
containedtn General Councils approved by the Pope h fo 
we require the fame juftice ef them that they call Nothing 
the Articles of our Faith, but what is contained in the Holy 
Scripture, which is the only Sule of our Religion, no they 
know our Religion better then we do f this'is. our Religion, 
and this we f t and to. 

Well \ Confider now whether any thing be eafter then for 
aProteflanttofhewyouavifible Church that bath fnccef-
(ively been of his Religion. 

I . The Chriftian Religion hath been in all ages fince 
Chrifi in viftble Societies : The Religion of Proteflants is 
the Chriftian Religion: therefore the Religion of Prote-
flants hath been in all ages fwce Chrifl in viftble Societies. 

2 . That Religion which is contained in the Holy Scrip­
ture as its Rule or fuffieient Revelation}bath beenprofefjed 
In all ages in viftble Churches. But the Religion of Proie-
fiants is contained in the Holy Scriptures as its Rule or f u f -
fcient Revelation : therefore the Religion of Proteflants 
hath been proftffed in all ages in viftble Churches. 

We name the Societies from the places of their refidence : 
Our Church ( as Auguf t ine tels the Donatifis ) begun at 
Hierufalem, and thence was difperfed into A f i a Af r i ca 
and Europe-,/? hath eontinnedin S y i i a 5 ^ t h i o p j a , y £ g y p t , 
Ind ia , Greece, & c . / / / could name but one Nation 
that had been of my Religion, I fhould fufpecl it were not 
the true Religion. It is the Chriftian world that is inflead 
of a Catalogue to us. O 
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O but , fay the f uglers, Th i s is a General anfwer,to 
fay you are C h r i f t i a n s : there are more forts o f C h r i -
i t iansthen One. 1 Reply 5 It is the General or Catho-
lick that we are [peaking of; and therefore if it were not 
fuch a General anfwer, it were not pertinent to the gue-
ftion: There are no more forts of cbriflians but One 5 

that is, there is no Effential difference among them; but 
there is a gradual, integral and modal difference. But may 
not Chriftians of federal Degrees of Knowledge be in the 
fame Catholick church? Our qneftionis not, [_Where any 
Seel, or any particular Church hath had its fuccefsion :~\ 
but [where that Catholick Church hath been, of which 
we are member s.~\ And furely chrift hath but One Ca­
tholick Church . 

O but, fay they, would you make men believe that 
'Ethiopians^ Armenians, Greeks, & c . are Proteftants? 
you may be afhamed o f fo grofs a fiction. 

/ anfwer, Is it the Name of Proteftants, or their 
Rel ig ion, that you would have m prove a fuccefsion of? 
Thefe deceivers cheat abundance of poor fouls by this one 
device, even fuppoftngthat the word [ P r o t e f t a n t ] doth 
denominate our Church from its Efjential parts, and fo call 

for a Catalogue of Proteftants. But I would ask them, 
whether we or they do better know our Religion < and con­
fidently what a Proteftant is < I f they know it at all, it 
ts from our writings or exprefsions h For fure they will 
not pretend without ftgns to knoiv our hearts , and that 
better then our felves. Ton muft take it from m, if you 
will know what our Religion is, as we muft take it from 
you, tf we will know jours. And therefore delude not filly 
fouls by per [wading them that you know what our Religion 
is better then we. if you will believe our Books that tell 
yen, believe our fayings alfo, and believe me that here tell 
yen my own Religion. I A Proteftant is a Chriftian that 

{c 3) pre-
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proufieth againfl Popery-} Ch r i f t i an i ty * our Religion : 
Protef t ing againft Popery k eur Negation or Rejection 
of your Corruptions of Religion. CM en that never beard 
of thenameofPapifl or Proteftants, may be of the [me 
Religion mth us. i f many Nations of the world never 
received Popery, and we rejef? it h if they never knew it, 
and we know it and difown it, are we not both of one Re­
ligion, even m the Integrals i one man never heard of the 
Leprofie : another catcheth it and is cured of it 5 and a 
third flyeth from it and prevented it; i^ind I think 
alltheje are truly men yea and ( in tantum; found men. 
When you call to us for a proof of our fuccefsion, either 
you mean it, of the Effentials of our Religion and Church, 
or of the Negation of your Corruptions: Either you mean 
it of the points that we- are Agreed in, or of thofe we dif­
fer in: Ch r i f t i an i t y is it that we are Agreed in 5 and 
that is our Religion^ and nothing but that: Proteflancy as 
fucb, is but our wiping off the dirt, or curing the fcab that 
you have brought upon our Religion, Is he not a man 
as well as you that will not tumble with you in the dirt 
or come into your Pefthoufe ? I f we know not our own Re', 
ligion, then we cannot tell it you 5 and then you cannot 
know it: x^ind if'we do know it, believe us when-we 
profefs our own Belief: We ftill profefs before men and 
Angels, that we own no Religion but the Chriftian Reli­
gion, nor any Church but the Chriftian Church, nor dream 
of any Catholick Church but one, containing all the true 
Chriftians in the world, united in fefus Chrift the Head. 
We prdeft before men and Angels that it is the Holy Scri­
ptures that are the Law and Rule and Teft of our Reli­
gion 3 And why are we not to be Believed in this our own 
Profefsion, as well as you are in yours, when you make the 

"Decrees of p0pe$ and Councils to be your Law and Rule 
and Tefts f 

We 
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We perform therefore more then you demand. Tou ask 
us W h e r e was our Church before Luther ? And we 
anfwer, Where our Religion was. Tou ask us, Where 
was that i and w tell you W h e r e ever the Chr i f t i an 
Rel igion was , and the Holy Scriptures were received. 
This were enough for us in anfwer to your glut[lion : Rut 
we do more : We tell you not only where our Church and 
Religion was* hut where there were men that owned net 
your grand Corruptions, no more then we: What can you 
demand more of us , when you call for a fuccefsion of 
Proteftants, then that we tell you of a fuccefsion of 
Chrif t ians {which are of our Religion) and which were 
no Papifts, yea againft Popery, (which therefore were of 
our integrity ) And who knoweth not that the forefaid 
Abaffines, Armenians, Egyptians, Greeks, cjrc. are 
againft your Papal Soveraignty, Infallibility,and all that 
is by us renounced as Ejjential to Popery ? 

O but , fay thetfuglers, thefe are not Proteftants 5 

they differ f r o m you in many-part iculars.] / anfwer, 
Call them by what name you pleafe; they are mt only 
Chr i f t i ans , but alfo Ant i -papif ts , or free from ropery, 
and then they are of our Religion and Church. Rut in­
deed\ muft the world be made believe that all that we Be­
lieve is eiTential to our Religion, and that no man that 
differeth from us can be of our Religion, be the difference 
never fo fmall ? 

But fay they, te l l us o f a Church that profeftes your 
39 Articles. Silly deceivers ! Do not thofe very Articles 
profefs that [ T h e H o l y Saipturecontaineth all things 
neceffary to f a lva t ion , fo that whatever is not read 
therein, nor maybe proved thereby, is n o t t o be re­
quired of any man that i t (hould be believed as an 
Ar t ic le o f the Fa i th , or be thought requiflte or ne-
cefTary t o Salvation. ] A r t . 6. We never took thefe 

Articles 
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Articles inftead the Scripture, but the Articles and 
all Proteflants profefs the scripture to be the only Rule and 
Teft of their Faith and Religion. The fubfiance of the 
39 Articles may eafily be proved to have been fucceffivety 
held by the Church from the beginning but it is not 
incumbent on m to prove that every word in the writings 
of every Divine, or Churchy hath been fo continued-, no 
more then you will own the writings of any Divines or Pro­
vincial Synods of your ewn^ as being the Rule of your Faith. 
As you profefs that the Decrees of Popes and general Coun­
cils approved by him, beftdes the Scriptures, are the Rule 
and Teft of your Religion 5 fo do we profefs that the 
Scriptures alone {with the Law of Nature) is the Rule of 
ours. 

But 3 what ( f a y they) w i l l you be o f the fame Church 
w i t h Neftorians, Eutkhians, and other Hereticks < I 
Anfw. 1 . We will not take all for He ftomns, or E u t i -
chians, that a railer can call fuch, that never knew them, 
nor can prove it. Herecicks indeed that deny any 
effentialpart of chriftianity, are no Chriftians, anh there­
fore none of the Church that we are of : but if you will 
call thofe Hereticks that have all the efjentials ef Chri-
flianity, becaufe they err in leffer points, we know that 
there are fuch in the Catholick church : we will be none 
of them our felves, if we can efcapeit {yet indeed have 
no hope of efcaping all error till we are perfect in know­
ledge :) But we will not run out of the family of Cod, 
becaufe there are children and ftck perfons in it: Nor will 
we forfake the Catholick Church becaufe there are erring 
perfons in it. 

O but , faith the Papift, W e acknowledge not your 
d i f t i n&ion o f points EfTential and not EfTential * a l l 
points o f Faith are Eflential w i t h us, and o f neceffity 
t o Salvation. ] Anfw. Reader, thou (halt fee here (uch 

impudr 
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impudent and faifhlefs juglhg, as may make thee bkfh to 
think that Chriflianity hath fuch proftffors. i . The Out-

fide of their affertion damneth no lefsthen all the world 
(that live to the ufe of Reafon ) 2. The In fide of their de­
ceitful meaning is almoft clean contrary , and leaveth 
Heathens and Infidels in the Church,or in a Jlate o f f a l -
nation as well as Chriftians. 3. leaveth no one Article 
of faith efjential to a Chriftian}or to one that fhall be faved^ 
and leaveth the Church an Invipble thing, clean contrary 
to their own affertionsofitsViftbility.^. Cdnd when they 
have thus wrangled themfelves into a wood of contradicti­
ons and Un chriftian abfurdities,the wife ft of them fay as we 
fayy in the main point: All this 1 will now manifeft to thee. 

1 .The Out- f ide of their affertion is that Every point 
that we are bound to be live by a Divine faith 3 is funda­
mental^ or efjential to Chrijlian faith, or of necefsity to 

falvation. And if fo, then no man breathing can be fa-
ved: For no man knoweth all that he is bound to know. 
And no man belie veth that which he under ft andeth not: * 
It is impofsible to believe that fuch a Propofition is a truth 
diftinctly and actually , when I under ft and not what 
the Propefttien is. And that we all know but inpart,even 
what we are obliged to-know, no man will deny, but he that 
is mad by pride or faction: All that God hath revealed 
in his word,is the matter of our faith: There is no man can 
fay, I have no culpable ignorance of any one Truth of God 
thatlfhould believe. Had we been more perfect in our 
diligent (ludies, and prayers, and ufe of all means-, and 
had we never ftnfully grieved the fpirit that (hould illu­
minate us, (to fay nothing of our Original finfull dark-
nefs) there is not one of us but might have known more 
then we do. If fin of the will and life be confident with 
true faith, then [ome fin in the underftanding is conftftent 
with faith. Rut the former is true: therefore, & c . But 

( d ) according 
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According to the out-fide of their doctrine, no man that hath 
any ftnfull ignorance ( and confequently unbelief) in hit 
underfianding can be faved • that is, no man in the world, 
if he that thinks he knoweth any thing, knoweth nothing 
as he ought to know, 1 Cor . 8. 2. what jhall.be {aid of 
thefe men^ that think they and all the Church do know all 
things that they ought to knew, and that their under ft and-
ings have nofin? And muft we needs be of that faith that 
damneth all men 9 and of that church where none are 
faved ?* 

2 . A s the Out-ftde of their AffertUns is made for a 
bug-bear to frighten fools ,fo that the In-fide ( as expound-
ed by many of them ) is that Heathens and Infidels may be 
of thetr Church or faved, and that nothing of the Chri-
an faith at all is neceffary to falvation , is plain : For 
they tell us that they mean, that all points are of necef-
ftty, where they are fufficiently propofed}and mens ignorance 
is not invincible 5 but where there is no Efficient propofal, 
but mens ignorance is invincible , or fuch as comes 
not from a wilfull neglect of means , there no ignorance 
of the articles of faith is damnable, and fo no article ab* 
felutely neceffary : fo that the queftion indeed is not Whe­
ther men believe or not? but Whether they are Unbelievers 
or Heathens or ignorant perfons, by a willfull neglect of 
fufficiently propofed Trutb,or not? So that all that part of 
the Heathen or In fide 11 world {0 how great) that have 
no fuch propofals of the Gofpel,may not only be faveh, but 
bebetter andfaferthen moft chriftians (if not all) who 
certainly are finfully ignorant of fome truth which they 
ot^ght to know. 

tffy.But {fay they ) h w i l l not ftand with faith to 
deny belief to God in any thing 5 fuf l ic ient ly re­
vealed . for he that believeth him in one th ing , bejie-
ve th h im i n a l l . ] 
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A n f w . Very true, if they know it to he the Word of God, 
And if this he all,the Prot eft ants are ready to averre upon 
their mo ft folemn oa\hs, that they believe every thing 
without exception which they know to be a Divine Re­
velation : and no wonder ; for fo doth every man that 
believes that there is a God and that he is no lyar. if this 
will ferveyour turn , you have no more to fay againft us 5 
your mouths are ftopt. Rut may knot (landwith faith 
to be ignorant, and that through ftnfullneglect, of fome 
revealed truth of God, or of the meaning of his word ? I f 
you are fo proud as to think that all the juftifiedare per­
fect and have no fin, yet at leafl confider whether a man 
that liveth in Heathenifm till f ourfcore years of age, and 
then turns Chriftian, is not afterward ignorant through 
his former ftnfull negligence? Rut ddre you fay that 
yew have -no fin full ignorance to bewail ? Will you con-
fefsmne5nor beg pardon, nor be beholden to Chri ft to par­
don it? 

That they make no point of faith neeeffary , while 
they feem to make all neceffary , fee but what I have after 
cited from Franf. a S.Clara probl . 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 7 . and abun­
dance more that are mentioned there by him, 

3. And that by this Protean jugling* they make the 
Church invi f ib le , is apparent. For what man breathing 
knoweth the fecrets of the fouls of others , whether they 
have refitted or not ref i f ted the light < and whether they 
are ignorant of the articles of faith upon ftnfull contempt, 
or for want of fome due means of faith, or internal capa­
city , or opportunity ? We are as fare that all men are ig­
norant of fome thing that Godhath revealed to he known 
(in nature and Scripture ) as that they Are men : Rut now 
whether any one of thefe men be free from thofe aggravati­
ons of his ignorance (and that in every point) upon which 
the Papifts make him an unbeliever, is unknown to others: 

( d z ) When 
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When the Faith or Infidelity of men, and fo their king 
in the church or out of it, muft not he known bj the Matter 
of Faith which they profefs,hut by the fecret phages tf their 
hearts 5 their svfflingnefs or unwillingnefs, re ft fiance or not 
refiftance, and fuch like, the Church then is invif ible 5 no 
man can fay which is i t , nor who is of it: He that profefjeth 
not the Faith3may be a Catholick', and be thatprofeffeth ity 

for ought they knowjnay be an Infidel, as being finfully yet 
fgnorant of fome one truth that is not in his exprefs confefsi-
omthfts byconfufion the builders of Babel mam their work. 

4 . A n d that the wifefief them, fay in the main as voe 
[ay, fee here in fomeproofs. Bellarm. de Verbo Dei , l i b . 
4 . cap. 11 . [ I n the Chr i f t ian D o & r i n e both of Faith 
and Manners, fome things are {imply necetfary to fa l ­
vation t o a l l 5 as the Knowledge o f the Articles o f the 
Apof t les Creed, of the ten Commandements, and o f 
fome Sacraments i The ref t are not foneceftary, that a 
man cannot be faved without the explicite Knowledge, 
belief and profefl ion o f them Thefe things that 
are ( imply neceflary and are profitable toa l l , the A p o ­
ftles preached to a l l A l l things are W r i t t e n by 
the Apof t les which are NeceiTary to all, and which 
they openly preacht to a l l ] fee the place. 

CofterusEchi r id . c. 1. p . 49 . N 0 I 1 inficiamur pra?-
cipua ilia f idei capita qua? omnibus Chrif t ianis cognitu 
font ad falutem NecefTaria , perfpicue fatis efle A p o -
ftolicis fcriptis comprehenfaj Tha t is 5 W e deny not 
that thofe C h i e f Heads o f the Faith which are to all 
Chriftians neceflary to be k n o w n to falvation , are 
perfpicupufly enough comprehended in the Wr i t i ngs 
of the A p o f t i e s . ] Judge by thefe two {to fpare the trou­
ble of citing more) whether they be not forced after all 
their Cavils}to fay as we, in difimguifhing of Articles of 
Faith, xyind they cannot be ignorant, that the Church 

hath 
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hath W bad Firms of Profefsion, w^cJmrTTalklhelr' 

t r l t ' J l , ' m g t h e B t d z e , f h e r < M m l > e r s > "»^id 
nctjvjpena alt upon uncertain conjellures about the frame 
and temper of the Profeffors minds; F 

F l t i f

t

l n i C e d i t H m t , l ? e w m °fN«<f'try Articles of 
Faith that they accufewof, but the want of JiUingnefs or 
ddtgence to know the truth, let them prove their acjfati. 
ons, and let thefe perfonsthat they prove guilt» bear the 
flame. Do they think we would not as willindl know the 
truth * they ? and that we do not pray T e Z e t l 

forDtvtne illumination? Do we not Utheir Z h l 
K.I verily think incomparably more then then do ours,\ and 
«re we not willing to confer with the wifeft of them that 
°™™f°rmm ? 1 have often privately andpubllckly de-

can afford me for my fuller information. 

conie^Z, t ^T'nn t h a ' P a t < f t «nder heavel c i n confine,) they vaml, teU us,that Al lHerer ieks pretend tc\ 

rou i h i t l * , ! ^ \ - , J t B t r m t , u ""n^tendtoiti 
Bmticl A } 9 J ' d e J { " r > *»d jet may 

and wouu T 6 t h ' R ' d e h H ^ e M "'"tickspretend it, 
Law Z fl, m d " f r ° m * " ^eir Herefies. Tbl 
Law of ,he Land t t t 'RuU of our fuftice aKd ! t 
^ y e r s and thar clients that ire contrary to each other 

* retcndlf'l ¥ l " W t ^ ^ C"<* V « pretended by Arrtans for their Herefte. What mufl we 

3 ) have 
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have no Rule or Teft or difcovery of our Religion which a 
llcretick cm pretend for his impiety. What words of God 
or man are not capable of being mi [interpreted ? if w e 

fliould give you every day aconfefsion of Faith, fome H** 
reticlesmight pretend to hold the fame: No wonder then 
if they do fo by the Scriptures. 

2. And can any Learned Papifts be fo ignorant, as not 
to know that the Arrians pretended the Authority of Ge­
neral Councils ? and fo do many otherHereticks, andthat 
the Authority of Pope and Councils are frequently pre-
tended for contrary opinions among them, and may be 
pretended by many an Heretick ? And will they therefore 
grant that the Decrees of Popes and Councils are no ]uf-

- fcient difcovery of their Faith ? If Hereticks pretending to 
your T e f t of Faith, difprove not that to be your Faith, 
then Hereticks pretending to our Rule and Teft of Faith 
{which is the Holy Scripture) is no proof that it is not our 
Ruls of Faith. \ 

l do therefore conclude, that the Proof of a Succejston of 
fuch Churches as have received the Holy Scriptures, is a 
valid proof of a fuccefsion of churches ef our Religion, 
feeing rve have no Religion {doclrinally) but the Holy 
Scriptures. And this as far as modefly will permit, I 
challenge all the Zfefuiteson Earth to confute with am 
(olid Reafons: yet adding that we do ex fuperabundanti 
prove a fuccefsion alfo of Churches that never owned Popery, 
even the great eft part of the Chriftian world. But let thefe 
men thtrnfelves but prove to us a fuccefsion of their 
Church, even fuch as they require of us • Let themprovc 
that from the Affiles days the Csthlick Church{or any one 
Congregation of twenty men) did hold all that now their 
Councils and Popes have Decreed, and are efleemed Ar­
ticles of their Faith, and I am contented to be their bona-
jlave for ever > or to bear a fagot, or be ufed by ther* as 
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cruelly as their malice can invent, or flames or their 
frappado's execute. Let my Head be at their Mercy if they 
can but prove that Succession of Popery, as they require us 
to do ofP rote fancy, or as 1 have produced of our churches 
a»d Religion. In the 1 5 t h and i6'h DetecJion l have 
more largely fpeken to them of this point, to which I refer 
the Reader. J r > J 

ln-the very principal point of their Papal Soveraignty, 
thej have nothing but this grofs deceit to cheat the world 
with: The Roman Emperors divers ages after Chrift, did 
give the Biflwp of Rome a Primacy in their Empire, and 
wwe thefe men would perfwade us, that evenfrom chnft 
they have had a Soveraignty overall the chriftian world. 
Wink but at thefe fmall mifiakes, and they have won the 
C ( i j : z V S u P t ' f e h u t C h r t f i s l n f l t ^ n to ftand in 
Jteadof the Emperors. 2. SuPp&fi divers hundred years 
after JChrzfl, to have been in the ^fpoftles days. 3. Sup-
pofe Trimacytobe Soveraigmy er ZJniverfal Government. 
4 . But 4Specially gy4nt them, that the Roman Empire was 
all the chriftian world h and then they have made rood that 
part of their Caufe. 6 

That there mere many Nations without the reach of the 
a ^ i E m £ i r e > t h « t h * d receivedthe chriftian Faith, is 

paft doubt. Socrates l ib . 1. C.T 5. fai th t h a t T W ^ c h o f e 
ParthiaBartholomew chofe India.Mattbew Ethiopia, t o 
plant the Gofpel in 5 but the middle India was not 
converted t i l l Conft amines days,b V Frumentius and Bit-

ftm,j. and Iberia by a M a i d . ] S o Eufeb.4 3. c. 3. tells 
us of 7homos his Preaching to the Parthians, and An-
drew to the Scythians.! Et in vit.Conft. / . 4 . c.S. that 
there were many Churches in Per ft A, & cap. 9 1 . h o w 
Conjlantwe wrote for them to the K i n g . ] Godi<mus 
and others of them maintain that the Ab^ffines did re­
ceive the Gofpel from the beginning. Bejifos Scotland 

and 
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and many other Countries that were not under the Roman 
power. And none of thefe were Governed by the Pope. 

Thefe three Arguments againft the Papal Caufe, I ^ 
here premife to more that follow. 

1 . If all that part of the Chriftian world that was out 
of the reach of the Roman Empire, did never Jubmit to 
the Soveraignty of the Pope, then hath he not been fuc-
cefsively (or at any time) the actual Head of the Vniver-
fal Church: But the Antecedent is mo ft certain : there­
fore fo is the Confeqaent. 

How an old woman, the Emperors Mother of Habaffia, 
did baffle their Jefuitcs, by asking them £ How it came 
to pafs, if obedience to the Pope be neceffary to falvation^ 
that they never had heard from him tiU now ? ] / have 
told you after from themfelves. 

if Primacy were Soveraignty, and Emperors and Coun­
cils were Gods , yet the Indians, A b a m n e s , Perfians, 
and many more in the Eaft, and the Scots, and I r i f l i , and 
Danes, 4/^Sweeds, and Poles, and Mufcovi tes , and 
moft of Germany in the Weft and North, Jhouldbe no fub-
jecJs of the Pope. 

2. 7 / the Rule and Teft of the Faith of Papifts never 
had a Real Being, or no fuccefsion from the Apoftles, then 
their Faith and Chu/ch hath either no Real Being, or no 
fuch Succefsion : But the Antecedent is true: as I prove* 

His either General Councils, or Popes, or the Church 
E(fential{as they ufe to caUit3tbat is,the whole Body) that is 
t he Rule of their Faith. If it be General Councils, i . They 
had no being from the ^poftles till the Council of Nice 5 
therefore the Rule of the Papifts Faith was then unborn. 
2. Tea they never had a being in the world: There was ne­
ver anything like a General Council pace the days of the 
Apoftles to this day. The fir ft at N ice had none, ( fave 
one John of Pe r f i a , who its like was fome persecuted 
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