The Epiftle Dedicatory.

de juftif.c.10.& Valent. 1. de potisc. 3. { Hoc preceptum
diligendi Dewm ex totamente doitrinale eft,non obligasori-
um ) See here,a precepr,and the greateft precepe,even to
Love God above all, is not 0bligatory ¢ A ftrange pre-
cept ! And p. 322. he reciteth the words of Tolet,
thid. l. 4. ¢.21. & 22. teaching Equivocation upon
oath before a Magiftrate, and fo maintaining perjury.
Andp 327.he citeth the fame Author maintaining that
Mutrder, and Blafphemy ina paffion and not deliberate,
is no.mertal fin,unlefs in one thatis ufed to Blafpheme,
And p. 329, how Bellarm. Cofterns, Valentia maintain

‘that Fornication ina Prieft is better, or a {maller fin .
then to marry. The like he thews of their doctrine of -
Theft, Falfe witne(s, &, p. 332,333, This from'.

hfm.: > :

3. But aboveall their other mifchiefs the Propagating

of Infidelityby them s the greateft: Which they doin .

two wayes. . 1. Under the 15ard of Infidels and Seekers
they plead againft Scriptureand Chrittianity, inde-
fign to loofen men from ali Religion, and perfivade
them that they muft needs be Infidels or- Papilts: Veron

and his followers have given them full Directions to |
manage this defign. And while with debauched Con- -

{ciences) they thus perfiwade mento be Infidels in jelt,

~ they have made abundance fuch in good fadnefs:(o that: -
~ upon my knowledge there are many {tch fwarm amon g

us, that fometime feemed pious perfons, chat. plead -
againft Chrift anity it felf. - 2. And no wonder,. when

Jome of the leading Papifts dofeem tobe Clriftians in jeft,

and Infidelsin good [adnefs themfelves. 1-fhall inftance -
now butin their' Champion, Tho. White, who in his .
Buyclid. Metaphy[. Stoech. . pr. 16. maintaineth that :

in a manner 5 OF almoft “all incorporated [wuls [hall be-

Javedby the world as the Inflrument, or elfeshe world wene -

{
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fobfFantiablyeoil} and-tbe fouls that fail of Bleffednefs non

: ‘ﬁm‘ fz ficientes ad pariem confiderabilem totsns multitndi-
#is confituendam e thatc belicveth this,cannot believe

Chrift , nor well perfivade men to believe in C hrift,

This happy mews to the Pagans and Muhometans ,

might fomewhat affrighe the Chriftians being the few-

eft, 1eft they fhould be that inconfiderable number > but

that he that talks of the damnation of fo few, its like by

bis Arguments believeth it of none. The fame he afferts

in his Treatife of the middle flate of [ouls, Rat. 5. P:4Te

And Rat. 10. he difputeth againtt pindictive Fuftice @

4 thing not becoming God: and p. 88. denyeth that fin-

nexs injure God, forfooth becanfe he fuffereth ir willingly.
;' Pag.os (Tranflat. ) he faith that [ouls are exemps from
g all [uch pains as may be canfed by any owtward agent: And
| paz. 111, That God Governeth not the world as a
Monaréh, but ‘asan Engineer s And pag. 134 he faith
E [ the punifbmens of fin whesher external or internal, s no -
% thing elfe but the increafe andexaggeration of finsin thofe
E who are perfuer[e,i and the decreale and diminution of
thew inthofe who amend ) And pag. 90, that [ thede-
fect of Gods honour occafioned by Peter | was not [up-
plyed and repaired by amy otber_] and fo not by Chrift’
And pag. 146. [ that Gods aim is alwayes the wtmoft
 qood of every cresture ) And he oft enough telsus that |
God attaineth all his will.  And is this man a Papift 4
or are Papifts in good fadnefs, that tell the world
that none butthe fubjeéts of the Pope can be faved 2
and yet now the number that perith will be incon-
fiderable ; and God aimeth at the utmoft Good
of every creature. Surehe thinks that 2ll the Toads
muft be mademen - and all men made Angels 5 and
every ftar muft be made a Sun! Ifhall pafs by the
Books that are written againft the Creation,and againft
Scripture,
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Scriptare, 5+ and azainft Hell ., & which” fwarm
among uss ~only advifing your Highnefs to take
heed -that 'you ventnse ,not npen any worldly mo-
tives, to ftand guilty before the living.God “of al-
lowing or tolerating fuch Books to be publifthed ,
and fuch do&rines as thefe to be preached to your
?ieispte,mfthe everlafting undoing of their precious
ouls. =

If you ask who 4t is that prefumeth thus to be your.
«Monttor 2 It js one that ferveth fo great a Mafter
that he thinks it no unwarrantable prefumption, in
fuch a cafe to be faithfully plain with the greatelt
Prince. It is one that ftands fo neer Eternity,
where LaZarus fhall wearthe Crown, that unfaith-
full man-pleafing would bs to him a double crime :
it is one that rejoyceth in the prefent’ happinefs
of England , and earneftly wifheth thatit were but
as well with the. reft of the world ;5 and that honour -
~ eth all the providences of God by which we have
been brought to what we are 5 but dare not own
all the a&ions of men that have been the Infiry-
ments,as he hath thought meet to manifeft in this wri-
ting , and leave upon record.  And he is one that
concurring in the Common Hopes of greater Blef-
fings yet to thefe Nations under your Government,
and obferving your Acceptance of the frequent Ad-
drefles that from all parts of the Land are made unto
you, was encouraged to do what you dayly allow
your Preachers to do, and to concur with the reft,
in the tenders ( and fome performance ) of his
fervice 5 and particularly the County of Wilts who
have. Petstioned you for the Summ of what 1 have
here expreft ; and whofe Petitions 1 defire may be

wirteen .
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 The Epiftle Dedicatory.
written :upét'i'yo'ur heart. That ~thé Lord will makc

" .you a healer and preferver of his Chucthes here at
- home, and a fuccefsfull helper tohis Churches abroad,

it et
.~ YourHighneffes
~faithfull Subject

Rich. Baxter.
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Reader,

&Wh i F thou come hither with a practical effeem
%) [22Y) of Truth, defiring to know it that $hou
%*\ 77 maift obey it, with an humble mind doft
“2N L4 Judy and pray to the Father of Lights,
Yo and art impartially willing to receive the
} Truth in the Love of it that thou maifd be

[aved, and wirh diligence and meeknefsto read and weigh
the Evidences that I bring thee, thoy art then the perfon to
whom 1 recommend thefe Papers with confident expectation
of [uccefs.  The Controverfies here handled are thofe thas
have made, and il are making,the greateft combuftions

o
—

in the Chriftian world, And yet te almoft all men

of learning on both fides they feem exceeding eafie, 1 fel-
dom meet with 4 Learned Proteftant but taketh Popery for
Juch tranfparent fallacies, that heis litsle or o whis tron-
bled with any dowbringsin the bufinefs: And 1 [feldom meer
with 4 Learned Papift but is as confident on the other fide,as
if befides them, all the Chriftian world were blind and mad.
~ Antercft and prejudice muft needs do muchthen on one fide
at leaft.  And which fide hath the greaseft worldly intereft
20 byas their underftanding., is foon difcerned by one thas
knows the Papal power, their Cardinal Sy Prelates, and the
Riches, Honours and priviledges of their Clergy. and that
knows onr flae, \_a14 if thou wilt hear the Reafons of the
confidence of bty fides, T swill sell it thee bere as briefly and
plainlyas Ican,
We are confident of our own Religion, becanfe we believe
the Gofpel : and we haye 10 other Rule and Teft of onr Reli-

(¢) gion ;
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’7," 7  The Preface.

gion = Andwe are confident that Popery is a deceit, becanft

- we both believe the Gofpel and the judgement of the ancient
| and prefens Churches, and becanfe we believe our [enfe it
- [elf : As [ure as we know Bread from Flefb,and Wine from

Blood by [eeing, tafling, &c. [ofure know we that Popery-
is falfe.  And if a Controverfie és not at an End when it
#s bronght to the judgement of allthe [enfes of all the [ound
- men in the world ( it being abowt the object of fenfe )
thenwe are paft hope of ending controverfies: And there-
fore as we will not wafte onr time with everyfellowthat will
difpute with us that Swow s black , or the Fire cold , no
more will we trouble onr [elves withthefemen thar tell ys
> that Bread is not bread,and Wine is not wine,
! | And if yos would know the Reafons of the confidence of
, the Papifls, 1know no. more of thews but what their Wria
#ings and [peeches do exprefs, and thofe I have bereafter
givenyou.  Two things they are il harping on: the firfb
#, that in our way we have no affurance that the Chri-
ftian Religionis true, or that Seripture is the word of
E ; God.. 8ave me the labour of repetitions, and read but whas
- 1 have witien in the Przfacc to the fecond Part of the Saints -
Reft( Edit. 2.&¢.) where I give youthe Refolution of our
faith,and in my Safe Religion, Difp. 3. and then belicve
: themif thow canfle -.
T Their [econd 1s, that thred-bare Quefiien[ Where was.
: / your Church before Luther ¢ Where hath it-been fuc-
celsively ineachage ? ] 4ud here meer Sophiftry carry~
: eth it through the Papalworld, 10 the deluding of the fimple
! that will be catcht with chaffe, and are not able to fee things.
- JferNames. 1 havedeals with fome of them that harped
! wthis fring, and never met with any thing from them
that fhould [cem confiderable to a difcerning man; fave only.
the two wnanfwerable argnments of Confidence(that 1 fay
- mo¢ Impudence ) and Loquacity, Though 1 have more

fally.
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Fully fhamed this Quefbion in this Book will here alfo give
you at the entrance, a (hort view of thecafe. ~

" The men that ask us,where our Charch and Religion was,
cither know nat ( throughignorance) or will net let others

held the thirty nine Articles, or that held all that the
Proteftants hold, orelfe they were not Proteftants ¢ ]
Forfooth, we muft reccive from them & Definition of a Pro-
teflantsand then we muft prove the [uccefsion of [uch.Know
therefore before you difpuse abous the [nccefsion, what is the

Chriftian that holdeth to the holy Scriptures as the
fufficient Rule of faithand holy living, and protefteth
againft Popery. ] The Proteftant Churches are Societies
profefsing the Proteftants Religion. [ The Proteftant Re-
ligion 7 # animproper fpeech but | the Proteftants Re-
ligion Jis 4 phrafe that we [hall own. For [ Proteftancy ]
# not our Religionit [elf, bus the Rejectionof Popifh cor-
ruptions of Religions or defiling Additions. If my Reje-

then isitin the power of any Heretick in the world to force
me to Add to my Religionat his Pleafure. A thoufand wew
Articles & Forms of Worfhip be may deife,and then muft
1 add tomy Religionby rejeiting themall : “even as1 add
to my Appleby wiping the dirt of it , or tomy Cloaths by
bmﬁring them.The Protefbants Religion is only the Chrifldan
Religion the naked Chrifiian Religion alone:TheiPapiftsthe
Chriftian Religion corrupted wirh abundance of addisions.
The Protefbants ever difavowed any Confefsions of men as
pretendedtobe the Rule or Law of their Religion. The
Proteftants Religion is the Holy Scriptares alone ] 7%e
Papifts Religion is allthat is decreed by the Pope and Conrn=
cils. Owr Religion containtd in the Scoipture hath its Ef-

. S e  [fentials

i o

know ( through wickedne[sy whateur Church and Reli-
gionis. [ Shewus (fay they )a Church in all ages that

thing whafe [uccef[sion is queftioned, [ A Proteftantisa -

£tions of othex mens Additions be themf[elves Addjtions,

S
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[entials and Integrals. Al the Effentials and as much of

the Integrals as (in the ufe of meansy we are able to under-
ftand, we believe particularly and explicitely : the reft we
believe gencraliy and implicitely to be all trye, So that
as the Papifls will not give us leave totake the writings of
Greer, Bellarmine o7 any of their Doctors 5 yea the
Articles of their Divines ar Thoren, Ratisbone, &c, to
be therefore Articles of their faith, bnt onlythefe that are
containedin General Comncils approved by the Pope s (0
we require the [ame juftice of them that they call Nothing
the Arsicles of onr Faith, but whay s contained in the Holy
Scripture, which is the only Rule of our Religion. Do they
know our Religion better then we do ? This is our Religion,
and this we fand to, '

Well! Confider wow whether any thing be eafier then for
4 Proteftant 10 [bew you a wifible Church that bath (wocef-
(ively been of his Religion, g 5

1. The Chriftian Religion hath been in all ages fince
Chrifl in vifible Secicties - The Religion of Proteftants is
the Chriflian Religion : therefore the Religion of Prote-
Jrants bath been in all ages fince Chrift in vifible Societies.

2. That Religion which is contained in the Holy Scrip-
ture as its Rule or [afficient Revelation,hath been profeffed
35 all ages in vifible Churches, Bt the Religion of Prote-
Jants ds contained in the Holy Scriptures as its Rule or [uf-
ficient Rewelation : therefore the Religion of Proteffants
bath been profe(led in all ages in vifible Churches,

We name the Societies. from the places of their refidence :
Our Church (s Auguftine rels the Donatifts ) bequn as
Hierulalem, andihence was difperfed into Afia, Africa
and Europesit hath continned in Syria, Athiopia, £gypt,
India, Greece, &c. If I could pame byt owe Nation
shat had been of my Religion, 1 [hould [ufpect it were not
the true Religion. 1t is the Chriftian world that is inflead
of aCatalogne tv us., » :

3
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The Preface.

O but, faythe Fuglers, This isa General an{wer,to
fay you are Chriftians : there are more forts of Chri-
ftians then One. 1 Reply 5 It is the General or Catho-
lick shat we are [peaking of 5 and therefore if it were not
[och a General anfwer, it were not pertinent to the Que-
Sion: There are mo wore forts of Chriftians but One 5
that is, there isno Effential difference among thems bat
there is a gradual, integral andmodal differense. Bt may
not Chriftians of [eweral Degrees of Knowledge be in the
[fame Casholick Church? our qucftionis not, [ Where any
Sect, or any particular Church hath had its [wccefsion :7]
but [where that Catholick Church hath been , of which
we are members.] Awnd [urely Chrift hath but One Ca-
tholick Church.

you may be athamed of fo grofs a fiion. >
I anfwer , Is it the Name of Proteftants, or their
Religion, that you would have us prove a [uccefsion of ?
Thefe deccivers cheat abundance of poor fouls by this one
dewice, even [uppofing that the word [ Proteftant] doth
denominate our Church from its EJential parts , and [o call
for a Catalogue of Proteffants. But I would ask them,
- whether we or they dobetter know our Religion z and con-
[equently what a Proteflant js ¢ If they knowit at all , it
# from our writings or exprefsions 5 For [ure they will
not pretend withou; figns to know our bearts, and that
lvefter then oyr felves. You muft takeit from ws, if you
will know what our Religion 5y as we muft take it from
you, 3f we will know yours. And therefore delnde not [illy
[ouls by per(wading them that you know what our Religion
# better thew we.  If you will belsewe owr Books that tell
yen, believe our [ayings alfo, and believe me that here tell
Jou my own Religion, [ 4 Proteftant is a Chriflian that

(¢ 3)

e

O but, fay they, would you make men believe that
Ethiopians, Armenians, Greeks, &c. are Proteftants?
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provefteth - againft Popery] Chrittianity /s our Religion.:
Protefting againft Popery 7 our Negation or Rejeition
of your Corruptions of Religion. <Men that mewer beard
of the name of Papift or Prosefiants, may be of the [ame

Religion with ws. " If many Nations of the world never
received Popery, and we reject it 5 if they never knew it,
and we know it and difows it, arewe not both of one Re-
ligion, eveninthe Integrals¢ one man newer heard of the
Leprofie = another catcheth it and is cured of ity and a

third flyeth from it gnd preventerh ity «And 1 think

allthefe are truly men 5 yea and (in tantum) found men.

When yon call to s for'a proof of our fuccefsion, either
you mean it of the Effentials of onr Religion and Chureh,
or of the Negation of your Corruptions : Either you mean
it of she points that we- are Agreed in, or of thofe we dif-
ffer in+ Chiftianity is it that we are Agreed in 5 and
that is our Religion, and nothing but that - Proteflancy as
Juch, is but our wiping off the dirt, or curing the [cab thas
you have brought upon our Religion, Is he 1ot & map
ws wellas you that will not tumble with you in the dirt,
or comst into Your Pefthonfe ? If we know not onr own Re.
ligion, then we cannot tell it you s and then Jo1_cannot
know it = «<And if wedoknowit | belicve us when e
profefs our own Belief : We flill profefs before men and
Angels, that we own no Religion byt the Chriftian Rels-

géon, mor any Church but the Chriftian Church, nor dresm

of any Catholick Church but one), containing all the true

Chriftians inthe world, nuited in Fefns Chrift the Head.
We prm’[l before men and Angels that it is the Holy Seri-
ptures that are the Lsw and Rule and Teft of our Reli-
gion s And whyarewe not to be Believed in this our own
Profefsion, as well as you are in yours, when you make the

Decrees of Popes and Councils to be your Law and Rule
and Tefts ? ’

we
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We perform therefore more thes you demand. Yoy ask
#s Where wasour Church before Luther ¢ And we
anfwer , Where our Religion was. Tow ask ue, Where
was that? and we tell you Where ever the Chriftian
Religion was , and the Holy Scriptures were received.
This were enongh for s in anfwer to your Queftion : But.
we do more : We tell yon #osonly where our Church and
Religion was, but where there were men that owned not
 your grand Corruptions, no morcthenwe : What can you

demand more of ws ;' when you call for a [uccefsion of
Proteftants , then thar we tell you of a f[ucce[sion of
Chriftians (which are of our Religion) and which were
no Papifts, yea againft Popery, (which therefore were of
our integrity) And who knoweth nor that the forefaid
Abaffines, Armenians, Egyptians, Greeks, . are
againft your Papal Soveraignty, Infallibility, and &l thas
is by us rensunied s Effentiai to Popery ? ;

O but, [ay the Fuglers, thefe are not Proteftants 5
they differ from you in many -pasticulars.} 7 anfwer,
Call them by what name you pleafe 5 they are not only
Chriftians, bs¢ alfo Anti-papills , or free from Popery,
and then they are of onr Religion and Church. But in-
deed, muft the world be made believe that all that wé Be-
lieve 4 eflential to our Religion, and that no man that
differeth from us canbe of our Religion, be the difference
vever [o (mall? ~

But [ay they, tell us of a Church that profeffes your
39 Articles, S#lly deceivers! Do not thofe wery Articles -
profefs thas [ The Holy Scripture containeth all things
neceflary to falvation, fo that whatever is not read
therein, nor maybe proved thereby, is notto be re-
quired of any man' that it fhould be believed as an
Article of the Faith, or be thought requifite or ne-
ceflary to Salvation, ] Art. 6. We never took ihefe

SNy ' Articles
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Articles inftead of the Scripture, bus the Articles and

~all Proteftants profefs the scripture to be the only Rule and

Teft of their Fauh and Religion. The [ubflance of the
39 Adrticles may eafily be proved rohave been [ucceffively
held by the Church from. the beginming 5 but it 15 1ok
1cuinbent on s 10 prove that every word in the writings
of every Divine, or Church, hath been [o continneds no
more then Jou will own the writings of any Divines or Pro
vincial Symods of your own, as being the Rule of your Faith.
As you profefs that the Decrees of Popes and general Conn-
cils approved by bim, befides the Scriptures, are the Rule
and Teft of youwr Religions [o do we profefs that the
Scriptures alone (with she Law of Nature) is the Rule of
ours,
But,what  f#y they) will you be of the fame Church
with Nefforians, Eutichians, and other Hereticks ¢ I
Anfw. 1. Wewill not take all for Neftotians,. o Euti-
chians, that 4 railer can call fuch , that never krew thews,
nor CARprouve it. -z Hereticks indeed that dewy any
¢[fential part of Chriftianity, are no Chriftians, anh there-
are none of the Church that we are of : byt if you will
call thofe Hereticks that have all the cfJentials of Chri-
fhianity, becanfe they err in leffer points, we know that
there are [uchin the Catholick Church : ywewill be none
of them owr [elves, if we can efcape jt (yet indeed have
n0 hope of efcaping all ervor 1ill we are perfeét in know-
ledge :) But we will not run out of the family of God,
becanfe there are children and fick perfons init : Nor will
we for[ake the Catholick Church becanfe there are erring
perfonsinit. .

O but, [aith the Papift, We acknowledge not your
diftin¢tion of points Effential and not Effential 5 all
points of Faith are Effential with us, and of neceffity
to Salvation.] Anfw. Reader , thoy [halt fee here [uck

impudes
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impudent and faithle[s jugling, as may make thee blnfh to
think that Chriftianity bath fuch prefeffors, 1. The Out-
fide of their affertion damnerh nolefs then all the world
(that hve 1o the ufe of Reafon) 2. The Infide of their de-
ceitful meaning is almoft clean contrary , and leaveth
Heathens and Infidels in the Church,or in 4 frate of [al-
Vation as well as Chriflians. 3.1t leaveth no one Article
of faith e(Jential 10 4 Chriftian,or to one that [ball be faveds
and leaveth the Church an Invifible thing, clean contrary
10 their own affertions of its Vifibility. 4.  And when they
hawe thus wrangled themfelves into awood of contradicti-
ons and Unchriftian abfurdities,the wifeft of thems [ay as we
Jay, in the main point. 4ll this 1 will now manifeft tothee.
1. The Out-fide of their affertion is that Every point
that we are bound to belive by a Divine faith 4 4 funda-
mentaly or effential 10 Chrij;z}m faith , or of necefsity to
Jalvation. ~Andif (o, thes no man breathing can be [a-
ved : For no man knoweth allthat be'ss bonnd to know,
And no man believeth that which he underffandetl not :
1t 45 jmpofsible 1o beliewe that fuch a Propofition is 4 truth
diftinttly and aitually , when 1 underfland ot what
the Propofition is. And that we all know butin part.even
whas we are obligedtoknow, 5o man will deny, ‘but he that
is madby pride or faction: All that God hath revealed
in bis word,is the matter of our faith : There is 1o man can
f235 1 bave noculpable ignorance of anyone Truth of God
that 1[honld believe. Had we been mire perfect in our.

. diligent [udies, and prayers, and ufe of allmeans; and

hadwe never finfully grieved the [pirit that (hould illu-
minatt us, (1o [ay nothing of our Original finfull dark-
nefs ) there is not one of #s but might have known more
thenwedo,  If fin of the will and life be confiftent with
sruce faith, then [ome fin in the ynderfanding is confiffent
with faiths - But the former is truc: thereffre, &c. But
(d) according
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according 1o the out-fide of their doctrine; no man that hath
any ofull igrorance ( and confequently unbelief) im bis
yndcrfianding cap be [aved s that is, 1o man inthe worlds

- If he that thinks be kpoweth any thing, knoweth nothing
# he ought. 1o kmow, 1 Cor. 8. 2. what [hall be [aid of
thefemen, that.think they and allthe Church do kunow all
things thattheyought to know, 45d that their underffand-

5 ings haveno in? And mufl we needs be of that faith thar
: damncth all men , and of that Church where none are
[aved 2~ oA 8
2. As-the Ont-fide of their Affertiens. is made for 4
/ 5 bug -bear to frighten foals,[o that the In-fide (as exponnd-

ed by many of them ) is that Heathens and Infidels may be
of their Churchor [aved, and thas nothing of the Chyi-
an faith at all is necellary.to [alvation , is plain': For-
| they. tell us that - they mean, that 4l points are of necef-
3 Jity, where they are [ufficiently prope[ed, and mens ignorance
i not Invincible 5 byt where thereis o [ufficient propo(al
but mens. ignorance is invincible | " or [uch as comes
not from awilfull neglec? of means , there no ignorance
of the arsicles.of faith is damnable, and [0 no article ab=.
[olntely neceffary = fo that-the queftion indeed is-not Whe="
ther men believeor 5or? but Whesher they ave Unbelicvers.
or Heathens or iguorant perfons, by a willfull negleét of
% ﬁz/ﬁpiwtly propofed Trush,ornet.?” Sothat all that part '0f
soc Heathen or- Infidell world (0 bow great) that have
n0 [uch propafsls of the Gofpelmay. nos only be [aved , but:
bebetter and fafer thenmoft Chriftians (if not all ) who
 cersainly are finfully ignorans of fome truth which they
ought to know, ot -
- 0bj. But. ( [aythey) iv will not ftand wich faith to-
deny. belief to God in any thing . fufficiently B
| - vealed: for hethat believeth him in one thing, belie-
ﬂ veth himin all, 5 -
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Anlw. Perytrue , if they know it 10 be the Word of God.
And if this be all ;the Proteflants are ready 1o averre upon

~their moft folemn oaths , that they beliewe every thing

wathont exception which they “know to be 4 Divine Re-
welation : and no ‘wonder ; for [0 doth cvery man tha
believes that there is a God and that heisno lyar, If this
will [erveyour turn, you bave no more tofay againft us
Your mouths are flopt. But may itwet fland with faith
20 be ignorant , and that throngh finfull neglec¥, of [ome
rewealed trathof God, or of the meaning of bisword 2. 1If
yesare [oprond as to think that allthe juftified are per-

feét and have nofin, yet at leaft confider whether a man

that liveth in Heathenifm till four[core years of age, and
‘then turns Chriftian., is no-afterward ignorant through
“bss formey - finfull negligence 2 But dare you-fay shat
“you' have ne finfull dgnorance to bewail 2 Will you con-

ifefs money nor beg pardon, norbe beholden to Chyift to par-

donit?
_ That they make no point of faith necef[ary , while

 they [eem to makeAl mece([ary , fee but what 1 hawe after
cited from Franf.a'$.Clara probl.15,16, 17.4nd abun-

dance more thas are mentioned shere by him.

3. And thatbythis Protean jugling, they make the
‘Churchinvifible, és apparent. For what man breathing
“kriowesh: thi fecrets of ‘the [onls of others.; whether ‘they
‘have refifted or not vefifked the light < and whethershey
‘are ignorant of the articles of faith upon finfull conrempts
o7 for want of [ome due menns of faith, or internal-capa-
“City » oroppertunity # Weare as [urethat -all pesdreig-
“norant 'df fome thing that 1God hath revealed to be known
(m natureand Soripture’) ds thas theylaremen's Bt now

whether any one of thefe men be free from thofe ageravati-
ons of his ignorance (and thatin.cvery point ) upon which
vhe Papifts make him an nnbelicver, is unknownt orthers

3 (dz) ‘

When
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When. the Faith or Infidelity of men, and [0 their being
in the Church or ous of ity wmuft not be known by the Master
of Faithwhich they profe(s but bythe fecret paffages of their
hearts , theirswillingne(s or unwillingnefs, refiffance or not
refiftance, and fuchlike , the Churchthes is invifible 5 o
man can [ay which is it , nor who is of it = He that profefJeth
70t the Faith,may be a Catholich 5 and be that profeffeth i,
Jor oughs they kisow may be an 1afidel, as being finfully yer
ig#orant of fome one truth thas i not in bis exprefs confefsi-
onithns by confufion the builders of Babel marre their work.
4 And that the wifeft 6f them, Jayinthe main a5 we
fay, [ee berein fome proofs, Bellarm. de Verbo Dei, lib.
4.cap. 11. [In the Chriftian Do&rine both of Faith
and Manners, fome things are fimply neceflary to fal-
vation toall ;- asthe Knowledge of the Arricles of the
Apoftles Creed, of ‘the ten Commandements, and of
fome Sacraments’: The reft are not fo neceffary, that 4
man cannot be faved without the explicite Knowledge,
belief and profeffion of them Thefe things that

- -are fimply neceflary and are profitable toall, the Apo-

ftles preached 0 all ~— Allthings are Written by
the Apoftles.which are Neceffary to. 4//, and which
they openly.preachtto all] fee 2he plage. g

». CofterasEchirid. ¢, 1. p. 49, Non inficiamur pree-
cipuailla fideicapita'qua omnibus Chriftianis cognitu
funt ad {alutem Neceflaria | perfpicue fatis effe Apo-
ftolicis {criptis comprehenfa] Thatis; We deny not
that thofe Chief Heads of the Faith which are to all
Chriftians neceffary to be known to falvation , . are
perfpicuoufly ‘enough comprehended in the Wiitings
of the Apoftles. ]+ Fndge by thefetwo.(ro [parethe tron-
ble. of citing more) whesher they be. not forced after all
their Cavils,to (ay as we, in diflinguifbing of Arsicles of

 Faith. \And they cannot be ignorant, that. the Church

. hath
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hath fiillhad Forms of Profe[sion, which were called her
- Symbols, s being 1he Badge of her Members 5 and did
-~ mot [wfpend all upon uncertain confectures about the frame

wnd temper of the Profeffors minds. v

But if indeed it be not the wans of Neceffary Articles of
Faith that they accufe us of, but the want of willingnefs or
diligence to know the truth, let them prove their accufati-
onsy and lesthofe perfonsthat they prove guilty bear the
blame. Do they think wewould not s willingly know the
trwth @ they? and that we do - per pray as earneftly

for Divige inmination? Do we not read thesr Books ?

(I werily think incomparably more thenthey do ours,) and
are we not willing to confer with the wifeft of them that
caninform us 2 1have often privately and publickly de-
fired yo shat if any of shem can [ay more then all thefe
Schoolmen, Fryars and Fefuites fay, which 1 haye read,
they would les me bear ity thas I may want no means they
can afford'me for my fuller information.

Bus yer they have not done ‘with ws. When we prove a
[uccefsion of our Religion, by Proving a [yece(sion of fuch
s adberediothe Scriptures. which ave the Doctrine of our
Religion (an Argument thuz o Papift under heaven can
cmﬁ%ie,) they vainly tel] #s;that All Heretieks pretend to
Scriptare,and therefore that will not prove the point.

But 1. Dothit follow 1)z Scripture is not 4 [uym'en
Rule of our Religion, becanfe Hereticks maypretend tois 2
You take the 39 Articles for g4y Religion , and yet may
Hereticks that are far from our minds, pretend to them.

It's the liker 1o b, the Rule éemu/é all Hereticks pretend iz,
and would boryoy credis from it to their Herefies, The
Law of the Land ; the Rale of onr Fuftice s apd yet
Lawyers and their Clients 1hat aye contrary to each other,
do plead it for theiy contrary Caufes. The Creed it felf
# pretended by Artians for their Herefie, Wha muft we

(d3) have
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have no Rule or Teft or difcovery of onr Religion which 4
Heresick can pretend for his impicty. What words of God
or man are not capable of being mifinterpresed ? I W
[hould give you every day aconfefsion of Fairh, fome Hé=
reticks.might pretend to hold the fame : No wonder thet
if they do [oby the Scriptures. ' i :

2. And can any Learsed Papifts be [oignorant, 45 1ot

10 knowshat the drrians pretended the A wtherity of Ge-

ueral Conncils 2 and fo do many other Hereticks s and that
the Auwthority of Pope and Councils are frequently pre-
tendsd for contrary opinions among thems, and may be
presended by many an Herevick 2 And will they therefore
grant that the Decrees of Popes and Councils are wo [uf-
ficient difcovery of their Faith ? 1f Hereticks pretending to
yout Telk of Faith, difprowe not thatte be your Faith,
thew Hereticks pretending to our Rule and Teft of Faith
(which s the Holy Scripture) #ne proof that it #s MOt oKy
Role of Faith. .. , : h 5o
I dotherefore conclude, that the Proof of a Swccefsion of
[uch Churches as have received the Holy Scriptures, 4% 8
walid proof of a [ucce[sion of Churches of onr Religion,
feting we have no Religion (doérinally) but the Holy
Scriptures. And this as far as modefly will permity 1

challenge all the Fefuiteson Earth ro confure with any

(olid Reafons : yet adding that we do ex fuperabundanti
prove afuccefsion alfoof Churches thas never owned Poper),
even the greateft part of the Chriftian world. Bus let thefe

men themfelves bat prove to us 4 [ucoefsion of their

Church, even [uch as 1hey require of ws s Let thens prove
shat from the Apoftles days the Catholick Church(or any 0%¢

 Congregation of twenty men) did hold all thar new their.

Coxncils and Popes have Decreed, and are ¢flecmed Ar-
ticles of their Faith, and 1 am convented tobe their bond-
fiawe for ever, or tobear a fagot , or be nfed by thens 7;’

: _ craity
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Sirappade’s exconte. Let my Headbe at their Mercy if they
can but_prove that Succefsion of Papery, as they require us
todo of Proteftancy, or as L have produced of our Churches
awd Religion. In the 15th and 16% DetetFion 1 bave
more largely [poken tothem of this point, to which I refer
the Reader. i N

Inthe very principal point of their Papal Soveraignty,
they have nothing but this grofs deceit tochear the world
with: The Roman Emperors divers ages after Chrift, did
géve the Bifbop of Rome 4 Frimacy in their Empire, and

they bave had a Soversignty over all the Chriftian world.
Wink but atthefe [mall miftakes, and they have wow the
Canfe. 1, Suppofe but Chrifls Inftirution to fland in
fread of the Emperors. . Suppsfedivers hundred years
after Chrift, tobume beey iy the CApofiles days. 3. Sup-
pofe Trimacyto:be Soveraiguty or Univerfal Government.
4= But ¢fpecially grant them, that the Roman Empire was -
allthe Chriftianworld s andthen they have made good: that
part of their Canfe. o

That. there were many Nutions wirhont the reach of the

paft doubt, Socrates lib.1, c.; 5. {aith that Thomuws.chofe
Parthia; Bartholomew chofe India; Matthew Ethiopia , to. .
plant the:Gofpel in 5 bur the middle 77dis was not
converted till Confantines days,by Frumentins nd Ede-
fimss. and Iberia by a Maid. 7 s, Eufeb.1 3. c. 3. tells
us. of Thomas-his Preaching to the Parthians, and An-
drew to the Scythians.”] Etin wit, Confb.l.gve. 8. that -
there were many Churches in- Perfis, reap: 91+ how -
Conftantine Wrote for them to the King.] Godignus. -
and othersof them maintainthat the Abaffines dig re-
ceive. the Gofpel from the beginwing. BeﬁdesS‘cotlir;g ’

cruelly as their malice can invent , o flames or their

hence thefe men would perfwade us, " that cven from chrft

“Roman Empire, that had received'the Chriflian Faith, &6

————— 2l
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~and many other Countries that were not under the Roman

- Jal Church: But the Antecedent # moft certain : there-

jeéts of the Pope.

Power, And none of thefe were Governed by the Pope-

Thefethree Arguments againfi the Papal Canfe, I (hal
bere premife tomore that follow.

Y. If all that part of the Chriftian world that was oW
of the reachof the Roman Empire, did never [wbmit 10
the Soveraignty of the Pope, then hath he ot been [uc-
cefsively (or as anytime) the acual Head of the Univer-

fore foisthe Confequent.
How anold woman, the Emperors Motber of Habaflia,
did baffle their Fefuites, by asking them [ How it came
to pafs, if obedience to the Pope be neceffaryto [alvation,
that they never bad heard from bim till now ? ] 1have
told you after from themfelves. : 3
If Primacy were Soveraignty, and Emperors and Coun- .
cils were Gods , yet the Indians, Abaflines, Perfians,
and many more in the Eaft, and the Scots, and Irifh, and
Danes, and Sweeds, and Poles, and Mufcovites, and
moft of Germany in the Weft and North, [hould be no [ub-
2. If the Rule and Teft of the Faith of Papifts never
had 4 Real Being, or no [uccefsion from the Apoftes, then
their Faith and Chyrch hath either o Real Being, or #0
fwch Succefsion : But the Antecedent is true: as 1 proves
Itis either General Cowncils, or Popes, orthe Church
E([ential(as they ufe 10 call it that s,the Whole Body)that #
the Rule of their Faith.1f it be General Councils, 1, They
had no being from the A pofiles till the Cowncil of Nice s
thereforethe Rule of the Papifls Faith was then unborn.
2. Tea they never had a being in the world : There was ne-
wer anything like aGeneral Council fince the days of the
Apoftles to this day, The firft at Nice had none , ( [ave
one John of Perfia, who its like was [ome pcrfec%ed
Bifhop




