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- The Preface.

~and many other Countries that were not under the Roman

- Jal Church: But the Antecedent # moft certain : there-

jeéts of the Pope.

Power, And none of thefe were Governed by the Pope-

Thefethree Arguments againfi the Papal Canfe, I (hal
bere premife tomore that follow.

Y. If all that part of the Chriftian world that was oW
of the reachof the Roman Empire, did never [wbmit 10
the Soveraignty of the Pope, then hath he ot been [uc-
cefsively (or as anytime) the acual Head of the Univer-

fore foisthe Confequent.
How anold woman, the Emperors Motber of Habaflia,
did baffle their Fefuites, by asking them [ How it came
to pafs, if obedience to the Pope be neceffaryto [alvation,
that they never bad heard from bim till now ? ] 1have
told you after from themfelves. : 3
If Primacy were Soveraignty, and Emperors and Coun- .
cils were Gods , yet the Indians, Abaflines, Perfians,
and many more in the Eaft, and the Scots, and Irifh, and
Danes, and Sweeds, and Poles, and Mufcovites, and
moft of Germany in the Weft and North, [hould be no [ub-
2. If the Rule and Teft of the Faith of Papifts never
had 4 Real Being, or no [uccefsion from the Apoftes, then
their Faith and Chyrch hath either o Real Being, or #0
fwch Succefsion : But the Antecedent is true: as 1 proves
Itis either General Cowncils, or Popes, orthe Church
E([ential(as they ufe 10 call it that s,the Whole Body)that #
the Rule of their Faith.1f it be General Councils, 1, They
had no being from the A pofiles till the Cowncil of Nice s
thereforethe Rule of the Papifls Faith was then unborn.
2. Tea they never had a being in the world : There was ne-
wer anything like aGeneral Council fince the days of the
Apoftles to this day, The firft at Nice had none , ( [ave
one John of Perfia, who its like was [ome pcrfec%ed
Bifhop




The Conj;gnﬁs.

Bifhop that was fled, or if one or two more its ot material),
but the Bilbops of the Empire, and out of the Weflern parts
fo few as was next to none : The following Councils , a
Conftantinop. 1. &c, were only out of one piece of the
Empire : The Council of Trent 1difdain to reckon among
the modefter pretenders to an Univerfality.

2o And if it be ot General Councils, but the Pope that
i the Rule of their Faith s then, 1.Their Faith hath been
interrapted,yea and turned to Herefie and to Infidelity whess

the Pope hath [o tsrned. 2. And whythen dothey tell onr

people, that shey take not the Pope for the Rule of their
Faith? - ]

3. If it be the Major part of the Univer[al Church,
X, It'sknown that twotoone are againft them , or at leaft
© the Greater part : therefore by thar Rule their Faith inthe
- Papal Soveraignty is falfe. 2. And yet it wonld be hard, if

4 man mft be of no Belicf, till he bave broughs the world
20 the pole for it, ! : = »
- Argum. 3. If all the [tir that the Papifts make in the
world for the Papal Government be but 10 vob Chriftian
Princes. and e Magifirates of their Power s then are they
bus a [cditions Sect : But the Antecedent is apparent ;- For
shere are but two fores of Government inthe Chwreh = The
one i by the Word: applyed. wato the Confcience, which
worketh only en the m’llz_ng*; either by General exhorta-
1ions & in Preaching 5 or by perfonal application 5 as in
Sacraments, Excommunication and Abfolution : And this
# the work of the prefent Paflors, andcannos be performed
bythe Pope . Nor would he be content with this, to govern
Voluntéers. The other i by Commands, that [ball be
[econdedwith force: And this is proper to the Magiftrate,
But if thty will be delyded to give up their Cromns and
Sceptersto1he Pope , let them [land as the objects of the
compafsion of Speators,
(e) Much
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\Much more thew 1 bawe heve GIVeR youy Thad pr‘é'pﬁrcfl
af the Tc‘ﬂimanyaf Antignity agaiuft them, But beve ”*
wmore then &/ja]x.:ura able \folidly to anfwer | and 1 was.
afraid of overswhelming the capacity of ordiniry Readers.
Lunder faud notshe French Tompme s but'by the Teflinmny

The Right!Honourable %Llﬂyfﬂbd ’;26}2 : :ﬂ”defﬂdf[d;b’”;’l;;”d
| R o Sadbdon L epecisliyby bh belp* of « Noble friend thas

;};fﬁ)ﬁa\?h:rfe e cl;_odrf hath vouch(afed o jzgrzm fz;u' Jomse part of them

achs and Learning occalioncth - for my afe’, Lans imboldened 1o a ‘confidence,

:Q:t‘fs"gg‘gﬁ?,iah;}};f;:};‘;\’ﬁ‘,{‘{;c’;;\. ‘that the trre famons Confurations of the great

days as thefe when Riety is o' 'P.crron,i w?[l‘ﬂzﬂa{;o the. perpe tual ﬂmmgof

e “ﬁ“‘“ed‘_ Popery, which none of them will be everable
$o Replyto, withost s greas a'difhononr to their Canfe as
will follow their not daring 10 Reply+ 1 tiean, Blondell’s

. Book De Primata in Eccléfia: (which -overwhelmsthems
usterly with the witne[s of Amiquity) & ‘Pet, Mélinus
de Novitate Papifmi (which 1 hope his Rewerénd Sow of
bis name may live 1o belp us 10 in Englifh.y Bat i any
of . the Romanifts shar dare nor sicddle with 1hofe: Cham-
pionsy nor dafh themfelves'u onsshofe Rillars', “fhat]" y?t :
wouchfafe an Anfwer tothss maller work,1 do hereby affare
himg. that if be willdo i Yoberly, is the fear of God, in
4 way of clofe and [olid Arguing ; bewil) perform a task
#bar will-be very acbaptable to mE. - Bus niblers, fairlers,
-cavillers,. and Jenfelefs praters'i [ball conpernn's ™
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T it el e ndse ;

ap. 1. Popery noway to Unity, ‘page 1.

o ‘NH s .

,"L‘C‘hap.‘-z;j‘ Dircétions for them that will deal with a
=09 Papift, ‘ R P
“Chap. 3. Argum. 1. Agsinft Popéry,by whick every boneft
. godly man is-[ecured from them, oo
Chap. 4. The fecond Argument,

p.9.
- " p. 16,

- Chidp. 5. Argom. 3.7 hat depofing Kings thiat will not ¢x-

- terminate ws, and abfolving Subjedds from their Alle-
- grance, and giving their Dominions 'to others , 1s an

Article of the Papsfts Faith, =% p.a7,8,

Chap, 6. Argum. 4+ The Church of Rome unholy n its

“Chap. 8. Argam. 6. The Charch of Rome ({4fb}z’[-can;

< Effemtials, _ p.21,22,&¢,
“Chap. 7. Argum. 5. The Papifts of more then Owe Church,

“yet ‘each part pretending to be the Catholick Charch,
- : 26.

saiiied, L , : , 31
Chap. 9. Argum. 7. From fenfe s [ecuring all men from
" "Popery that will believe their eyes, orany of thesr or
«others [enfes, P- 32. H.'T's frivolous anfwer ré-

: 'ﬁlleda e : : : P- 34
Chizp. 10. Dete&. t. Prove them but guilty of ene Error
~ ‘i Fuith, and all Popery is confuted, — p- 38.

Chap. 11. Dete&, 2, A Doftrine [0 contrary to Scri,
‘prure and it [elf, cannot be free from Errer,  p.39.
Chap. 12. Dete&k. 3. Agree on the way of proof , before
(e2). 7o%

Cosinihinll sl
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you dlfp);te ¢ Papifts will take neither Senfe, Iéfﬂﬁf”-'

Scripiure,uor the Tradstion or Fudgement of the greaser
part of the Church for judge o proof, p-41.

Chap. 13. Deted. 2. Underfland whas they mean, when
they call 10 you for a Fudge

a Fudge 55 necelfary, and why,
Chap. 14. Dete&;
~ #an End of Con

Deteted,

5+ They pretend that in their way there
Iroverfies, but in owrs there s mone :

, P 46..
- Chap. 15. Dete&. 6. 7heiy boaft of Unityyand reproach-

. I8 us with Divifions, Detected, _PpP.52.
Chap. 16, Dete@. 7. Their confounding the E(Jentials
and Insegrals of Chriftianity Deteited, . p.63-
Chap. 17. Dete&. 8. Thesr extolling the judgement of
the Catholick Church Detected 21t againfl them p.71.,
Chap. 18, Dete®. 9.. Some of their deluding Ambigui-

vies Desected. 1.1n the word [ Church 1 2. 1n theword

Lrp ope, ] 3. [ 4 General Coupcil, 1 Bring them to Define

what the {)qmw by.thefe,and you break thems, P 73.
Chap. 19..

Ordigance, and 4 Divine.

Veraignty. 3. Analterable order with an unalterable
Bffential, Detected,

Chap, 20, DeteCto 110 The wanity of their pretending

Tradition deteited, p.86, How farwe are for Traditi-

97, P. 87." Tradition confoyndesh Popery, p. 98.
ap. 2X. Dete&.12. Their pretence that the Greeks and .

all other Churches were onge under the Pope, Detelted,

X5 Lol ¥3
Chap. 22, Dete@.13. Their .plea that the cﬂm] of

Rome i 4 True Church, and therefore we are Sshifma-
_icks for (cparating from it, Desected, p. 103,
Chap. 23. Dete@. 14.. Their presending 10, fixed Unity |

4nd festlednefs, and that we are as. wncertainty,

i7-

of Controverfies. How far-
P- 43..

etect. 10. Their Confounding 1. An bumane .
2. CMeere Primacy with So-

p-81.



file:///Chmch

, The Contents. , 21 |
- incoherent, and changelings, Detected, p. 107 |
Chap, 24. Dete&. 15, Their plea that our Church and i

Religion 1s new, and theirs old 5 and tbeir calling for o e |
. Catalogue ', and proof of the Succefsion of our Chaurch e
_‘before Luther, Deteted 5 and our Church made known &
< t0 them; p. 115, Aud windicared: from H. Turber- N
vile’s exceptions. ) Proved fully thas perfons differing
in points of Faith are Chriftians,and of the fame Church,
p. 125,127,&C.  Andthat the Abaflines, Armenians,
+.Copties, Greeks, ¢rc, are-of the (ame Church with
o, proved, Y. T’s proof of their Succefsion confuted, |
Chap. 25. Dete&. 16, Their jumbling all our d:fferences
sogether, andthen making lefer or common differences
#ta.6e the Proteflans Religion, Deteited; . p:141.
Thirty twopoints of Popery named, which they are chal-
Aenged to provea Succefsion ofy with my: promife to re-
ceive what is [0 preved, p. 142, H.T’s drgnments for
the Succe[sion of their Doctrine confutedto.  p. 155,
Papifts have thefein their Church that differin poiniof

Foiln So8T 1 ofe o ey ) PANREE L ¥ | T IR
No [ueh difference between us and-the mof§ of the Chri- -4
fian world as can prove us not of - the famie Catholick
- Churchy proved againft H, T. in the inflances, 1.0f
. dnwocation of Saints, p. 157. 2, Praying for the dead,
Pe160...3. ¥Veneration or  Adoration of Images, Crofs
and Reliques,p.162. 4. Tranfubflantiation;, 5. Satif-
faction and Purgatory, 6. of Fafts; Free-will, Sc.
Chap.26. Detect. 17. Their falfe interpretation. of the
. Jayings of Ancients, from whence they wonld extort 4
proof of 'tbeir‘.Sofvengmy, Detedted ip eight inflances, |

N S . P.169..
Chap. 27. Dete®. 18. Their corrspting Conncils and . A
Fathers, and citing [uch, Detected, p. 176. ;

(¢3) Chap. -
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Chapy 28. Develt: vg. Thaw perfwading the people shat -
wowe are all Byaps, thik wovhing we ifay and worite maybe
n wdgandiidyy 150 B B v L w5 o peiBz.
Chap. 29: Detect.20. Their feigued Miracles: 184.
‘I’beﬂwy fthe Boyof Bilfon;: " odind vpiaBs.
Chapi 30, Detek 9wy Their Inspudent flanders. The
';}“’”Z‘(-Id "Lyes aguinf Tinther wid Calviny infifiedon by
< the “Marquefs of Worcelter, and their common Writers,
fﬂl{ydﬂtﬁi’d’,i; adi v dctan B i p 189
Chap. 31, Dete&t. 2. Their gisarréls abonr Tranflasions -
{':;,'pfj‘mP;mg,, w2 T s el JH biwnip. 200,
Chap:z2. Dete&. 23. Their defign to make the Minifeers |

“odtonts 10 the people, Their riches and- onss compared, k.
LIETIIRR e bt sridems wedtum edipol,
Chapi33. Detedhag Their cavils againfPonr Minsfiry,
~\\Qrdimntion and Swicefsion;confued, T pLeog.
Chap: 34, Deredt. o5,  Ther spretence of the: Holi-
“wefs of their Church, ahid-“the anhslinefs of oms: S
> #And 1. Of ‘vheir Canonized Saimts, p.214,217. |
"o 2.0f the flrictnefs of their Religious -Orders. " 3. of L b
- Rbeir| ummarryed Clergie, p. 227. 4.7 heir Holy Cere-
~Aypores. |0 NOW 30T RED W MU NINYETS tang B
Chap.35. Detedt.26. Their demanding of s o tell thew

when'euery one of their Corruptions did begin, p. 233. 3
«‘Their Novelty proved, SN DL B34,00%e LR

AConfutation of 4 Papifis M.'S. on this: point | which
-\was [ent to My, Millard, neer Sturbridge, . p. 244
Chap.36. Detect. 27. Theycharge #5 with New Aricés,
" for denying their new Articles of Faith, and thenbid 49
prove the Succefsion of enr Negatives, - = p.258:
Chap. 37. Detedt. 28. They conclude: that theirs is the
- fafer Religion, becanfe 31 1s mofl uncharitable and damn-
cth ovhers, and ours the le[s [afe becafe the more cbori-
table, ine e pUabt.
They
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| They udwis or e Heathens while they widld damn®re-

S Rfﬁﬂ‘ﬂ“; 70VE - e ‘:. % 3 BRETS H (ORI ";,.P. ’lé;-
Cha‘p.f;l&wmteébmga Theywin the Great pner,..pm( miuLr
~bjsude by fuiting thein Dolfrine and Warfbip tash flebly

< oomseits sagdanclinations: of m%édl yumer 3\ paag 1.
“ofbemedin twenty infanoes. o weili T v

Chap. 39. Detet. 30 They pick upthe miftakesor harfh

- paffages of forse particalar Divines;. and. per|madewen

@bt thefe arethe Proveflamt Religiony 2l .2 po2 gy,
AConfutarion of CardrmalRichliew s twelwe ons
Ccors Argwments apninfl the Proceftarts, pla8ay2 815 b
Chap. 42, DeteCt. 33. Their pretence of a Divine dufti-

* tution, and Natural Excellencyof avifible Monarchi- -

cal Government of the whole Church Detected, p.297.
An Anfwer to theridiculons Reafons of Cardinal Boverius
to Prince Charles, : S
Cbap. 43. Dete. 34. Their new device of receiving #o-
thing as Scripture Ewidences but the exprefs words,

S v e

Chap. 44. Dete&. 35. They choafe-fach perfonstodifpnte
with againft whom they have [ome notable advantage,
PR p.312.

Chap. 45. Dete. 36. Their defigns to dividens, or fow
o1\ Herefies among the Pulgar, and then draw them to [ome
odious practices, p. 313. About our late changes and
“warres, and Herefies in England. The Proteftants, and
particularly the Presbyterians windicated from their

charge of killing the late King, p.321. Tet the cafe

different from theirs, p. 323. How Papifts Bawe crept
snte moft parties, p.327. What ngeﬁej\and Selts are
their proper [pawn, ‘ P- 330.
Chap. 46. Detet, 37. They Hide them(elves (in their
Agents and new Converts : ) Themeans : Our danger

by the Hiders: The Desection, P. 33720 345+
: ~ Ghap.
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Chap. 47. Detec. 38 Their exceeding induftry ‘15
_ ervert mes of Intereft and power, ~ P-345.

Chap. 48. Dete@. 39. Thesr Treafons againft the lrves
" Of Princesandthe Peace of Nations s and their diffol-
ving the bond 'zf Oaths and Covenants , and making
Perjury and Rebellion to [eem Duties and  Meritorin,
- P 348. proved from themfelves ; their recrimination

about the late Kings death further refelled, p.355.

Chap. 49, Deteg. 40, Their laft courfe 15 to turn t0 open.

Hoftilsty, and ftir up Princes 10 war and blood, - p. 356,
Chap. 50." Some Propofals 1o the Papifts for a(Hopele[s)
Peage, e P 364.
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The __an‘t'e_nts‘ of the Second P‘ai‘t*

“Quelt. \Y7 Hether the way tobeal the Divifions in the
. Churches of Chriftbe by drawing them all into
. .One Univer(al Vifible Political body , undek.one Uni-
. verfal -\gﬁ\ék_{g{g%'q*r\-...;Gwer'nmerztf?i. Or whether the
" Catholick Church be 'a body (o United and-Governed ?
ek NORA nwiia S SR T s R Y LB S e A
fChap%; « Shewing the Occafions and reafons of this writing,
. - E[pecially s from the Grotians i Mri Piexce’s exceptions
. manifcfted. t0:be frivolous; p.. 379, Grotius fpeaking
. . Enghthtogratifie <Mr, Piercey .\ .o ip.383.
"Chap. 2. Thetrue flate of the Controverfie : and what -
. Confociations of Paftors.s and ‘union'ef Churches we
.Ag?"lgnt, x AROT RS TR T PR 94.
Chap. 3. Qur Arguments for the Negative. Eifteen Rea-
- [ons againft she Popes Soveraignty brieflynamed,p.g0a.
Againft.the Headfbip of Pope or Geperal Couniils.-Ar-
. Bum. X, From the non-exiftence of anuniverful Head,
1l YRA s hsn if\}'\lﬂ\b S8 ?!-_Aflo‘:i WRIERUN *1."*‘?»‘404-
Argam, 2. \Itneverdid exift s much lefsin continiied -
. cefsion, W e D pokod.
"Argum, 3. 4 General Conncil unnece[Jary.; smpofsible,
 avdwouldbe anjuft. p.409, provedto ~ p.4ar.
Argum. 4. If affembled, it conld mor pofsibly dvthe work
- of the Head or Saverhigng- s o o aphdETy
Argum. 5. None hath power 10 [ummon.a General Coun-
ail, : 5 EWPR T,
Argum. 6. Pope nor Conncil have not the Legiflative
Power, to the Church Univer(al, N P.a23e

(f) o Argom.
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Argum. 7. Pope nor Council are not the Foupta'n of
 Power t¢ al] Church-officers, p. 425,
rgum. 8. Iy great Canfes all may not appeal 16 themsnor
can they finally decide, P 425.

Argum. o." They cannet put down other inferior officers
through the world, . 426,

o i MR o P-4
cArgam. 10, & 11. Oy Relasionto [uch 4 Head not E[-

feantial to our C/fri/liauity, nor aré we baptizedinto_fuch
4 Head, 209 Inaiiiled WY dal p.127.
Argum. 12 This Head pg Prinziple ‘dﬂrieml] taught the
- Catechized, thad 3w p.428.
Argum. 13. & 14. 1t s 50 Treafon or damning fin to deny
this Head, Nor are all Chriftians boundto fudy the Laws
of Pepes and Copncils, . _p-428,429.
Argum. 15. & 16, The Head of the Church muft be ¢vi-
dent 10 all the members : and bis Laws certasn, p.430e
Argum.17.8 18. Councils and Decretals muft m»‘ge #fu-
ally preached. A4 Vifible Head nos agreed on among Pa-
pifts : andtherefore as none, ; p-431-
Asgum. 19. No fuch Head revesled in Scripture, p. 432.
Argum. 20.The Seripture appropriates the Soveraigntyto.
Chriftonly,p 43 3-Proveds and the 0bjections anfwereds .
Chap. 4. Qpening the trye grounds on which the Churches
N 'Z}pity and Peace maﬁ be fougﬁt) and the means tb@t.
-y fkbe ufed o attain (o mysh s 5 bere to be expected,”

L. The General Grounds, P- 449,
The srue particular Grounds of Peace.in twenty Propafitions,
P, 442

Phat. unity to be here expected, | Pe443
The Applications of the forefaid Grounds, or the redwition

of them into praitice, e P.453.
The Conclufion, P 455
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PAge 24.L9. r.Platina. p.30.1.9. x.Formofus. p. 31.1.19. . Cardinals. p. 8.

1. 13. rumeantime.p.s9. 1.5. & 16.r.Filiutins.8& 1.g. & 25.v.Banny. & 1.13.

v.a man may do.p.6x.).7.r.Baldellus. 1.23. r. Efcebar. p. 78.L1y. blot out 709.
p-82.L.3 blot out #ot. p.xog.L1s. for reafonedsr. ceafed. p-126. l.penule. for of,

r. take.p.131.l.penvle. £ 7gnerius. p. 13 4. 1.3 6. for five Ats x. the fifth AGE.

. p-145.1.9. v, 0 receive [o many. &. 1. 19.r.mben he hath. p.157.1.3 gfor Fufr.
s fof.p.170.L9. for whichyt.with. p.195.1.3 s for this,r-his. p.196.1.36. x. Bald-
_ win. p.2o6.lag for ofyr.or. & 1.28.for Dr.r.D. p.213.L7 x:when we do. p.az0,
L 36 x.Dantes. p.224.1.2.& 3,4.x.the names in the Accuf. cafe.p.225.1.8.r.youi
felf paso L3 .. dnathemws.p.261.1.35.x.0085for nor. poa66.l.17.r.ahat it sl
28.x.Canus. p.267.).10.1, 0 ed the, p.288.1.24 for left,r. left. p297. L. 17. for
themsr the.p,314.v Paulus 5. p.3 36.1.3 1. r.hatchets.p.362.1.28.x.at laft. p.365.1.
8.for may, r.umany.& 1.3 3.x.Maldonate.p.3 97.1.30.1.the other of.1.3 2.for parties, *
r.fliaw. p-409.1.3 2. 1.7 the. 1.36. blot out none. p.422.1.13 x.prcfided. p. 426.
L, x7. blotout of. p.432. L.33. for had, r. had not. p. 434. 1.4. for to, x. s, B -
435~ 1 1. £ members. p.433.1.29. blotout 4. p. 452.1.20. . But whenthe.
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Key for Catholicks,
To open the juglings of the

~ Jefuts, and fatisfie al] that are but

truly willing ¢o underftand , whe-
ther the caufe of the Romane, ot the Reform-

< ed Churches,be of God : and to leave the Reader
- ueeerly unexcufable, if afeer this he will be a Papift,

o R s

Cuap, L : ?
NSNS HE thoughts of the divided ftate of Chri. ' '\"-f
e\ {tians haye brought one of the greateft : |
, 20d confanteft fadnefs to -my Soul , that

Ever it was acquainted
N L0 remember thae while

. . : ling, and plotting, and writifg, and fight- ,
% i ing againft cach other, fo many parts of :

CETDNSY. o world (about five of fix ) remain ! 3
k. 3a the Infidelity ‘of Heathenifm s Jadaifm or M.«bametaui/‘m : : g
| where millions of poor fouls do need our belp ; and f 4 our
L - rength : were joyned together for their Ulumination gnd Sal-

Vation, it would be tog little, O horrible thame ¢o the face
s o B : B of

with ; efpecially >
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A Key for Catholicks.

of Chriftendom , that the Nationsare quietly ferving the De-
vil,and the Turkis in poffeffion of fomany Countries, that once
were the Inheritance of Chrift, and that his Iron-yoak is fil
upon the necks of the perfecuted Greeks, and that he ftands up
atour doors in fo formidable a pofture, ftill ready to devour the
reft of the Chriftian world ; and yet that inftead of combining
torefift him, and vindicate the caufe and peopie of the Lord,
we are greedily fucking the blood of one another , and tearing,
10 pieces the body of Chrift with furious hands, and deftroying
our felvesto fave the enemy a labour, and fpending that wit,
that treafure, that labour and that blood, to dafh our felvesin
pieces on one another, which mightbe nobly, and honeftly,and
happily fpent in the caufe of God. :
Thefe thoughts provoked me to many an hours confiderath-
on, How the wounds of the Church might be yet bealed; And
have madeit long principal part of my daily Prayers, that the

Reconciling Light might fhine from Heaven,that might in fome -

good meafure take up our differences; and that God wouI.d ac
laft give healing Principlesand difpofitions unto men, efpecially
to Princes and the Paftors of the Church. But the more 1 ftu-
died how it might be done,the more difficule, if not |mpoﬂi_blc
it appear>d, and all becaufe of the Romane Tyranny, ghe Vice-
Chrift or pretended Head of the Church., b;mg wn_th them
become an effential part of it , and the Subje&ion to him effen-.
tial to our Chriltianity it felf.  So that (faith Bellarmine deffc-
clefl.3.c.5. ) No man,thongh be wonldycan be s Subject of CE iff,
that is not [nbject to the Pope ; and this with abundance of into-
lerable corruptionsthey have fixed by the fancy of th_exr own
Infallibility, and bailc upon this foundariona worldly Kingdom,
and the remporal Riches and Dignizy of a numerous Clergy
twifting fome Princes al{o into the Intereft ; fo that they cannot
poﬂib!y yicld to us in the very principal points of difference ,
unlefs they will deny the very Effence of their New Chriftia-
nity and Chur ch, and pluck vp the foundations which they have
fo induftrioufly laid , and leave men toa fufpicion that they are

fallible hereafter, if they fhali confels themfelves miftaken 10

any thing now;and unlefs they will be {o admirably felf-denyings
as to let go the temporal advantages which fo many thoufan b:
of themareingerelicdin : And whether fo muchlight Tgpe 9
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hoped for in fo dark a generation, or fo much love to God, and
felf-denyal in millions of men fo void of felf denyal | is eafie
to conjedure : And wecannot in thefe greateft matters come
over to them, unlefs we will flatly betray onr Souls,and depart
from the Unity of the Catholick Church, and from the Center
oftthat Unity,to unite with another called the Romane Cathalick
Church, in another Center, And if we fhould chus caft away
the Truth and Favour of God, and fin againft our Knowledge
and Confcience, and fo prove men of o Faith or Religion,under
Pretence of defiring a Unity in Faith and Religion, yet all would
not do the thing intended, but we thould certainly mifs of thefe
very ends which we feek, wher we had fold the Truth and our
‘Souls to obrainthem. For there is noching more certain, then
‘that the Chriftian World will never unitein the Rsmrane Vice-
Chrift, nor agree with them in their Corruptions, againft plain
‘Scripture, Tradition, Confent of the ancient Church, againft
the Reafonand common fenfe of Mankind ; This is not by any
Wifemaato be expe@ted. Never did the univerfal Church, or
one half of it center to this day in the Romane Soveraignty :
And why fhould they hope for that which never yet was done ?
When they bad their Primacy of Place ( to be the Bifhop of the
firft Seat, and firlt of the Patriarcks ) it made the Pope o

morea Soveraign and a Vice-Chrift,then theKing of Franceis -

Soveraign to the Duke of Saxonyor Bavaria ; or then the Se-
nior Juftice on the Bench is the Soveraign of thereft : and yet
even this much he never had bat from the Romane Empire :
What claim did be ever lay in his ficft U furpations, to any
Charch without thofe bounds? It was the Empire thatraifed
him, and the Empire limited his own Ufurpations. Saith their
own Reinerins, ( or whoever elfe ) Cons. Walden[. (atal.
in Bté(wth. Patr. To. 4. Pag 773. [ The Chwrches of the
Armenians , 444 Zrhiopians |, and Indians, aud the rveft
which the Apoftles converted, are not under the (hsreh of Rome. ]
Yea in Gregories days, they found the Churches of Brsteain and
Ireland both ftrangers and adverfaries to their Soveraignty ; in-
fomuch ‘as they could not procure them to receive their Go-
vernment, nor change fo much as the time of Eaffer for them ,
fio nor to have Communion with them at laft = 4y 614.
~ Lanrening their Areh-Bifhop bere wrote this Leteer ( with
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Mellizns and Fuffus) to the Bifhops and Abbots iq all Scot
land (thatis, Ireland ) [while the Sea Apoftolick after its manver
directed ns to preach to the Pagan Nations in thefe Weflernparts ,
as in the whole world ; and we happencd to enter this Ifland, called
Brittain , before we knew them belicving that they Walked after the
manner of the univer[al Church , we reverenced both ke Brit-
tains and 1heScots in great Reverence of thesr Sanctity. But when
we knew the Brittains, we thought the Scots were better.  Bue e
have learnt by Daganus the Biflisp in thss forementioned Ifland ,
and by Columbanus 1he Abbot coming inte France, that the Scots
do nothing differ from the Brittains in their Conver[ation. For
Bifop Daganus coming to s, refufed not only to eat with us, but
eventocatin the [ame Honfe where we did ear. | Ufher Epiff-
Hibern.7.p.18. ,

Our moft peaceable Bifhop Hall was forct to write a [ Roma
irveconciliabilis. |  While we are thinking of Reconeiliation,
they are about our cars with Plots and violence , and with
{fwarms-of Rome-bred Se@s, and are day and night induftri-
oufly undermining us; fo that by their continual Alarms, I
am called offto thefe defenfive wars which herel'have under-
taken; yet flill refolving that the Defperatenefs of the Cure
fhall not make me run from them intoa contrary extream, not
be out of the way of Peace, nor negle any neceffary means,
how hopelefs foever of fuccefs.

The Work thathere I bave undertaken,is, - 1. To give you'
briefly thofe Grounds on which you muft go , if you will keep:
your ground againfta Papik. 2: To give a few invinc-
ble Arguments, which the weakeft may be abieto ufe, to over-
throw the principal grounds of the Papifts. 3. Todete& their
Frauds, and give to the younger fort of Minifters, fufficient
Direions for the Confutation of  all the Papifts in the
world. 4. Topropound (thoughin vain) fuch terms of Peace
as.we can yield to.. ,
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Efore I mention the Grounds or Caufe that you muft
maintain , I muft péc_mife this Advice to the Common
People. : :
1. Wrong not the Truth and your felves by anunequal con-
fli®. Enter not rafhly upon Difputes with thofe chat are
Learned and of nimble tonguaes , if you be ignorant, or of
weak capacities your felves. Though I fhall herc fhew you that
Scripture, Church, Tradition, Reafon and Senfe are on your
fide, yet experience tels us how the words of Juglers have made
millions of men deny belief to their eyes, their tafte and other
fenfes.  An ignorant man is foon filenced by a fubtile wit ; and
many think thac when they cannot anfwer, they muft yield ,
though they deny both Senfe and Reafon by it. If anyof them
fecretly entice you, defire them to debate the cafe with fome
able, learned, experienced Minifter in your hearing, It is the
office of your Paftors to defend you from the wolves : [f you
once defpife them or ftraggle from them and the Flocks, and
truft to your own Reafon that is unfurnithed and unprepared
for fuch work , you may take that you getby ir, if you be un.
done. You need the belp of Paftors for your fou's,as well as of
Phyficians for your Bodies,and Lawyers for your Eftates : or
elfe God would never have fet them over youin his Church,
Let them but come on ¢qual terms , and you fhall fee what
Truth can do. In this way we will not avoid a Conference
with any of them. Butalas! with ignorant unlearned people ,
what may not fuch Deceiversdo 7. that can per(wade fo ma-
gy thoufand fouls to give no Credit to their own eyes,or tafte,
of feeling | but to believes Prieft,that Bread is not Bread, and.
Wine is not Wine. st

2. YetIwould have the weakeft to endeavour to mdérfﬂﬂd ;

the reafoms of their Profeffion,andco be ab/e to repell Deceivers;
Andtothat end | 1 fhall here give you firft fome Dire®ions
Concerning the canfe which you muft defend.

_And concerning this, Obferve thefe things following..
1. Underftand what the Reliﬁim isthat you muft hold and

: x‘ngiugagq:,»gyisthc antient Chriltian Religion, Donot put every
K ' 5% v i

N
D NRSRC DR TR

Rl i

s




e

e h |

g o e

S SR .

A Key for Catbolicks.

Truth among the Effentials of your Religion:: Our Religion
doth got ftand or fall with every Controverfie that is raifed
about it. That which was the true Religion in the Apoftles
days is onrs now : that which all were baptized into the Pro-
feffion of, and the Churches openly held. forch as their Belief.
Reformation brings us not anew Religion : but cleanfeth the
old from-the drofs of Popery, which by inpovation they ha

broughtin. A man that cannot confutea Papift , may yecbea
Chriftian, and fo hold faft the true Religion. It followeth not
that our Religion is queftionable or unfafe, if fome point in
Controverfie becween them and us be queﬁionable or hard. The
Papilts would fain bring you to believe that our Religion muft

~ lieupon fome of thefe Controverfies: but itsno fuch matter.

Perhaps you will fay, 7 hatthen it 15 not abaut Religion that we dif-
fer from them. 1anfwer ; yes : itisabout the Effentiale of their
Religion , but it is but for the preferving the integrity of ours
againft the Confequences and additions of theirs, They have
made them a New Religion ( whichwe call Popery ) and joined
this to the 04 Religion ( which we call Chriftianity. ) Now
we ftick to the old Religion alone ; and therefore there is more

effential to rheir Religion, thenistoours; fo that our ows Re
ty,isout of Controverfie be-

ligion, even the ancient Chriftian
tween us. The Papifts do confefs that the Creed, theLords
Prayer , the ten Commandments are true , yea that ali the
Scripture is the word of God , and certainly true: fo that
our Religion is granted usas paft difpute: And therefore it1s
only the Papifts Religion that isin queftion between us, and not
ours. Ifyou will make thofelower Truths to be of the Effence
of your Religion which arenot, you will give the Papilts the
advantage which they defire. :

2. 1f the Papifts call for aRule, or Teft of your Religion,
and ask you where they may findit, affignthem to the Holy
Seriptures, and not toany Confefsions of Churches , further
then as they agree withthat. We know of no Divine Rules
and Laws of FaithandLife, buttheholy Scriptare (and the
hearts of Believers have animperfe® Tranfeript of them. )The
Confefsions of. Churches are butpartof the Holy Scripture, Of
Colle@ions ‘ont. of them , containing the points of greate
weight ; Audif in phrafe ot order ( muchmorein mlttef)d!e;;:
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be any thing humane, we make it not ourRule, nor.are we
bound tomake it good, no more thenthe Writings of godly
men. A point is not therefore with usan Article of Faith,
becaunfe our Churchesora Synod putitinto a Confefsion , but
becaufe it is in the Word of God. For a Councils determi-
nations do withus differ but gradually from the Judgement of
afingle man, in thisrefpe®. And therefore we give them the
Scripture only as the full Do&rine of our Faith,and the perfe&
Law of God; And thofe points in ir, which Life or Death is laid
upon, and God hath told us, we cannotbe faved without, we
take asthe Effentials of our Religion, and thereft asthe Inte.
gralsonly. &

If chey ask, why then we do draw up Confelfions of Faith ¢ I

hands the moft neceffary points, and giving them fometimes an

explication of them. 2. Tolet our Accufers fee that we mif-

underftand not the Scriptures. 3. To let Paftors and other Sub.
- Je&@s know what fence of Scripture the Magiftrate will own
- within his Dominions. 4. And to let the Paftors and the world
know what fence inthe principal Points we are agreed in. Bur
ftill we take not our Confeffions for our Divine Rule; and there -
fore if there be any errour in a Confefiion » there is nonein che
Raule of our Religion, and confequently none in the Religion
which weall agrecin , bur only in fuch a perfons or Churches
expofition of the Rule, which yet among Chriftians is not in
any eflential Point. :

3. Underftand well what is the Catholick, Church, that when
the Papifts ask you what Church youare of, orcall to you to
prove itsantiquity or truch, you may give them a found and
Catholickan{wer. The Catholick Church is the whole number
of rrue Chri_ﬁians uponearch i for we meddle not now with
that-part which isin Heaven.) It is not tyed to Proteltants on-
ly, nor tothe Greeks only, much lefs to the Romanifts only
Or't0 any other parry whatfoever ; butitcomprehendethall the
members of Chrift 5 and asvifible, it containeth all that pro-
fe.’s the Chriftian R‘Jigion by a eredible profeffion. 1fthe Chri-
ftian Religion may be known, then a man may know that he isa
Chriftian, and confequently a member of the Catholick Church.
Butif the Chriftian Religion cannot b known, then no man can

‘ : " know

anfwer, 1. Toteach and help the people , by gathering to their
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know which is the Church, or which is a Chriftian. All Chrifti®
-ansunited to Chrift the Head, are this Catholick Charch. If you
tyethe Church to your own party, and make 2 wrong deferip-
tion of it, you will enfrare your felves,and fpoil your beliet, and
your defence of it. o bl

4. Runnotinto extreams : mix ot any unfound principles
with your Religion. Forif youdo,the Papifts will cull out thofc,
and by difgracing them, will feem to difgrace your Religion.

5. Ufe not any unfound Arguments to defend the Truth. For
if you do, the truth will fuffer , and feemto be overthrown by
the weaknefs of your Arguments. ; :
6. Joyn not with thofe men that calt out any Ordinance of
 God, becaufe the Papifts have abufed it. Reformation of cor-
rupted Inftitutions is not by the Abolition of them, bnt by the
Reftauration of them. Therearefew things inufe among the
Papifts themfelves as parts of worfhip , bur may lead usup toa
good original, or tell us of fome other real Duty which did de-
generate intothefe. : & Y ! v

7. Joyn not with thofe ignorant, unpeaceable, felf- conceiteds
womanifh, rabious Divines, or private men, that pour out un-
worthy reproachesat godly men among our felves,asifthey were
Hereticks , or fuch as the Churches thould dif-own. For thefe
are they that pleafe the Papifts, and harden thew in their Error,
and offend the weak. - They think they may call us Hereticks of
Blafphemers by authority, when we call one another fo. Suc
Railers teach them what to fay, and play their game more effe-
Gually then they could do their own. ‘When they arealluring
the fimple people, how foon will they prevail, if they can but
prove their chargeagainft us from the pens of Proteftants them-
felves ? '

Having told you on what grounds you muft make good your
caufe againft them, I hallnext give you three or four eafie Ar-

ments ( fome of them formerly given you ) by which even
the weakeft may prove that Popery isbut deceit.




