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mentators and Difputers. Bue if all revealed be not of Abl"o[ute
Neceflity, then we may have leave to diftingnith becween points
abfoluely Neceflury, and the reft. 8. And we would know whe-
ther all fhall be damned, that know not asmuch as the moft
Leirned and Wife ? if nor, then ftill we may have leave to di-
ftinguith. 9. Further we demand, whether any ignofance or
error that is culpable, will ftand wich Charicy and Salvation ? If
not, then who fhall be faved? 1f yea ; then we may ftill diftin-
guith the points of Abfolute Neceifity from the reft. 10. We
demand alfo, whether the whole holy Scripture be the word of
God ? If fo, then whether we ought not to believe it all asfar
as we can underftandic? And if fo, whether it be not all, 4e
fide matter of Faith? If not, they muft tell us, what part of
Godsword isto be believed, and what not. If yea ; then cer-
tainly men may err de fi4 in points of Faith, and yet have
Charity, and be faved : as their difagrecing- Commentators,
Cafuifts and Schoolmen do. 11. We wou'd know whether the
matterschuc cheir Divines are difagreed in, be Revealed by God,
or things unrevealed? If not revealed, do they not deferve to
be kickt out of the world, for troubling the world fo wich un.
revealed things 2 If they be Revealed, are they not Revealed to
be believed, and foarede fide? 12. And we would know whe-
ther there be not fome things Effential to true Obedience, and
fome things not Effencial ? If not, then no finner hath fincere
Obedlencc? and can be faved - If yea ; then why may not the
famg be faid of faich? I3. Alfo we would know, when they
baptize the Adule, whether they require any profeffion of the
faith from themor not? If not, they may as well baptize 1n-
fidels or Heathens. If they do, then what is that profeffion ?
Isica profeflion of every particular cruch that God hath re-
vealed tobebelieved ? N fure - for then none bur Do&ors muft
be b?P“ZCd- Nor they neither. Or 15 it a profefsion of fome
particular Truths only 2 If of fome only, why of thofe more
then the reft, if they be not th- Effentrals diftinguifhable from
thereft ? And do they make men true Chriftians by baprizin
them, or not? If they do, then fure the Baptifmal faith mu
con:ain all thatis Effential to Chritianity. 14. We defire alfo
to beinformed by them_ wha is che ufe of 'the Churches Creed,
and why they have ufed frequently to make confefsion of their
K faith:
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faith? Was it oot the whole faich Effential to Chriftianity which
they confeft ? If not, thenit was not fit to be the badge of the
Church; or of the Orthodox : if yea ; then it feems thofe.
Creedsbad. in them the effentials diftinguithed from the reft.

15. we would know whether every thing delivered or defined’

hI);’:a_ﬂY Gfﬂﬁr_al'COUpcil, be of fuch neceffity to falvation, that.
al{ muf} explicicely believe them all thar will be faved 2 If fo,

then whether any Papift can be: faved, fceing they underftand.

them ootall ? If not, then fure a diltin@ion muft be made.
16. And we would know how they can countenance ignorasce
{o much as they do, ifall things revealed be of cqual neceflicy
to falvation. - 17. And what mean. they to diftinguifh of Im-

plicite and Explicice faith ? Ts it enough to believe as the Church-

believes, and not know what in any particular ? then it is not

4 fide, ot neceffary to falvation to believe the refurrection of
Clrift, or of man, or the life to come,  For.a man may believe:

that the Churchisin therigbe, and yet not know thac it holdeth
any ef thqfe. Isit enough to believe the formal objc& of faitle
(which with us.is Gods veracity ) without the material ? Oris &€
encugh to remain Infidels, and only believe that the Churchare
true Believers ? If you hold to this, you make noa& of faith,
but one('the hlit'uing that the Church, that is, the Pope ar-Conncid
aretrue believers) to be of Neceflity to falvarion. But if
there be fomething thatis Neceflary to be affually (that is ex:

plicitely) believed, then muft not that be diftinguifhed from the-
reftand madeknown ? 18. Whence isit that you denominaté
men fideles, belicvers with you ?-Is it from a Pofitive faith, 0¥
for nat holding the consrary? 1fthe latrer, thenStones,and Beafls,
and Pagans, and their Infants may be believers. If the formers

then that Pofitive faith from wheoce all believers are denomi-

nated muft heknown. 19. Isnot that true faithand all that 15-

effential to Chriftianity, which doth confift with faving grace Of
(to ufe your phrafe) with true Charity ? If not, then cither

Infidels and no Chriftians may have true Charity, or elf€ true:

(which

Charity may be in the unjuftified ; or both.: If yes, (%%
doubtle(s you will yield ) then fore men of lower knowledge
and faith then Do&ors, may have true Charity ; and therefore
true faith, 20, Laftly, I appeal to your own confeﬁionﬁd
Belistmineoften diftinguifhieth between the poincs thac all @t
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of Neceffity explicitely believe, and the reft. And Saarez
three p;rts.)’T hfm, Diyfp. 43. Scét. 4. faith of the Article of
Chrifts defcending into He'l [ If by an Article of faith we wnder-
Band atruth which a1l the faithfull are bonnd cxplicitely to know
and belizve, fo Ids not thinkst neeeffary to reckon this among
the Articles of faith, becanfe it is not altogether weceffary for all
\mex]Here you fee that Swarez diftinguithech between Articles
of Neceffity toall, and thofe that are not : and that he excepts
even the Defcenc into Hell from this number of Articles Necefla-
ry to all I might cite many more of your writers;but the thing is
well known, -
But perhaps you'l fay, that theugh all thar is de fide, be mot
necefary to be believed explicitely by all,yet implicirely it m;fjl.. I
#f. 1. that which you call Implicite belicving is n0 belicving
that poins, but another point : yea apoint thar doth notfo much
as infer thac ¢ for it followeth not [ the Charch isinfallible,
therefore Chrift defeended into Hell}
2. And we believe all thac is de fide with an Implicite faith

as well as you : But it is an Implicite Divine faith, and not

humane : Tor we are fure that AU that God faith is trae and
this Diwine veracity is the formal obje® of our faith,  And we
believe that all that is in Scripture is true, and chatall that
was ever delivered by the infpiration of ‘the Holy Ghoft is
true, . o
Obje®. But allthat 15 de fide & Jo necefJary, that st will not
Bandwith falvation to believe the contrar , or deny or dif-believe
any point of faith, Anfw. 1. That cannot be true, For no man

can prove that a point may not be denyed and difputed againft

by atrue Believer as long as be is ignorant that it is true, and

from God: the fame ignorance that keeps him from knowingit,

may caule him to deny it,and gainfay it. 2. Donot your own

differing Commentators, Schoolmen and Cafuifts (on one fide

atlealt) difpute voluminoufly againt fome Truths of Divine

revelation? If you changea mans mind from the fmallelt error

by difpute, do youtake that to be a change of his ftate from

‘deathtolife? o Eneas Sylvins thought a General Council was
above the Pope : but when he came to be Pope Pixs the fecond he

thoughr che Pope above a General Council 5 was this a change
frsm death to life ? It feems by bis Bull of Retradtation,he
= e thought
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thought fo, but —
Catholick Churc‘;(\) % !:0([ feveral General Councils : was the
C};“”ﬂamce, or Pifain a%:teﬂt;‘;lve at the Councill of Bafil, or
th Pope to be fubje& ;,0 eca;zh and damnation for believing
Council at Zateranc(anothe ?{ eneral Council 2 or wis the
ina {tate of death for ho]dinr hePTEfent-a:ivc Catholick Church)
?tib” the ewenty fecond, or pgt CCQntrary? Muft either Pope
; € COntrarietY of their,D Re Nicolus B8 difined becanle 4
it ordain that be that ZCrees? If the Council of Zoleranethe
3?’ be Q‘Pf el Sac :t AConm.éme inflead of n'wife, Poall
€ath 2 \f Bellarmine ment, dochic provethem allina ftatc of
St ConfLantinep’e havc‘—‘onfefs that the fixth General Courctl
Catholick Church re rzany errors, doth it follow that the
the fecord Council af ]\f-?tat“’? was in a damnable ftate? If
and the firt Council at th tz maintain the corpereity of Angelis
1t follow that one of th f ,‘".“" ane maintain the contrary, doth
(though I am fure it Vel b flate of death ? I thiok not:
approved by the ‘goof;csaGegcral Council fallible, wheo
Bellarmine fomctimcp ,-and ‘therefore Popery 2 deceis.)
mind. tells usof the change of bis owR
And : :
of the cl:?:gfg{c;;ag:tz?: d°§nﬁkﬁin (l']a_ becter man) tell us:
loweth not that he was i Rm*m}’ things : And yetit fol-
Selore: he was in a ftate of death and unjuttified
Obje&. Bx : :
e el, . bough,: ::U :fl?t:t[ l” de jde #s.of Neceffity to the Salvation:
you muft “all. Anfw. 1. If that be grantc_d. yet
to.be bdigvr:; ;;m lﬁave to diftinguifh between Poits necelliry
2. Butinwhat Qﬁ:?f tfl(;l:m:)[hat {re ot thos ncce[.l'ary roall,
Neceflity to fome ? 1. Isit tyo uhm(?an’ thet outet potas. b
of Divine Revelation? we eaﬁi ofe fome that know e (01
not-becaufe the Things themfel B B."t that, o
e emiclves are fimply neceffiry t0 Sal-
ation, but becaufe a Belief of Godsweracity 3 d : hof all’
that he Revealeth in general, is of'n',_,cd{it} i tg,elT m{, OBC_
lieveth that God is True (verax) cannot c){] : ranb - e§ :‘c Tk
2o be True which he- knows God'rc\‘/ealeth u.;} u; - xtfsnkct .:
g‘;}d tg be a Lyar, in one word,doth not believe he;;q}:rtgctity, an
ath no Diviae faith atall. And therefore you peed not feat”

e[t any one fhould be guiley of not believing that which they
= know:
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know is the word of God, but thofe that take God to bea Lyar,,
and chat is thofe that take him notto be God , and fo are Atbe-
ifts. Bat ftill the thing of Abfolute neceflicy is but firk to

believe in General that God is true in all his word, fecondly 2nd

to believethe truth of the effemrial points of Chriftianity in.
particular (embracingthe Good propounded in them.) Now

its true that fecondarily all known Troths are of neceffity to be
balieved, becaufe elfe our General belief of Gods veracity is not

fincere. Butyer we mult fay that antecedently even to thet.
perfon thefe fuperadded truths were not of Neceffity to his Sal-

vation to be believed, becaufe they were not of fuch Necefsity to
be Known; and ifthey bad not been known, you would fay your.
(t';lves there had not bien fuch Necefsity of Believing
hem.

Butifyou go further, and "2y, that a/l 1 bat were obliged to kuow
them or that had opportunity,or the Revelation f1he truth,and yet
did not, and thierenpon deny them culpably, arein a fate of death ; L
deny that, and fhall prove it falfe. ~Its true, that a wilfall
refufing the Zighs, becaufe men love darksefsrather then light,.
isa cereain fign of a gracelefs wretch.  Bat every culpableigns-
ranceand unbeliefis not Damning ignorance or unbelier, =~

1. Ocherwi‘e no man fhould bafaved : For no man is void of

 culpableignorance,and confequently of culpable unbelief.Had we
never been wanting in the ufe of means,there’s no man but might

have known more then he doth.Is there any one of you that dare:

refufe to ask God forgivencls of your ignorance, unbelief, or
the negligence thar is the culpsb'c caufe of thews or that dare

fay, you need no p:rdon ofthem ? 2. If you plead: for venial -

fin, how can you deny a venial unbelief upon venial ignorance 2
But thenT pray you!earr;/xbore wit and piety, TI. then to fay
that your venial unbeliefor fin is no fin, fave as Analogically.
focalled ; or 2. thento fayit deferves a pardon, or deferves
not everlalting punithment.  But if you will call. it Zenial,’
becaule being confiftent withthe true Love of Godaad habitual:
Holinefs, and faving faith, the Law of Grace doth pardonir, and
not condemn mean for it, thus we would agree with you thac
there s vensall fin ; but then you muft yield usthat there is veniali

unbelief.
3. And weeafily prove all this from the Law of God. It
K»;, i is:
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is the nature of the preceptive parc to conftitute Daty only,

and the violation of that is fin : Bot ic is the fan&ion, the
promile and threatning that Determines of the Reward and
Penalty : Now it is only the old Law of works that makes the
Threatening as large as the prohibition, condemning man for
every fin : but fo doth not the Law of Grace, The precept

Mtill commandech Perfe& obedience, and fo makesit aduty; but

the.promxfc maketh not perfe obedience the condition of Sal-
vation ; but Faith, Repentance and fincere Obedience, though
imperfe®&. TheLaw of Natur. {till makes everlalting Death
due to every fin: But it is fuch a Due as hath a Remedy at
bhand provided and offered in the Gofpel; and is adually reme-
dyed to all ctrue believers. So that as icis not every {in that
will damn us, though damnation be due to it ( becaufe we
have a prefent Remedy; ) foitisnotevery culpable ignorance
or unbelief that will damn us, though it deferve damnation,
becaule the Gofpel doth not ocly not damn us for it, but
pardons it, by acquitting us from the condemnation of the
Law,  All this may teach you, not only to mend your
abominable do@&rine about Mortal and’ veniall fin, but alfo
to difcern the reafon why a man may deny fome points of
faith that are not of the effence of Chriftianity, and yet not be
damned for it, becaufe the Law of Grace doth not condemn him
for ic, though he be culpable, becaufe the Law of Grace may
command further then it peremptorily condemneth in cafe of
difobedience.  Itis the Promife that makes faith the Conditionsf
Life, though it be the Precepr that makes it a dury: Now 1t
faveth notas a performed Duty dire@ly, (becaufe the precept
gives not the Reward ) butas a performed Condstion : And there-
fore unbeliefcondemneth not effe@uallyas ameer fin diredly,
but as [uch 4 finas is the violation or non-performance of thst
condition. Butit is not abelief of every thing that is preces
ptively de fide, which is made the condition oflife.

1
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tect. 8. Nother of their Juglings is, toexzoll the Jdge-
% A ment of the CLﬁoli?]gC‘barcb as thar which
mnft be the ground of faizh, andthe decider of all Controverfies :
Aud to this end they plcad againft the fufficiency of Scripture,
and bend all the force of their arguings and defigns, asifalltheir
Bope lay in this poinc, and as ifit were a granted thing that the
day is theirs, and we areloft, if the Catholick Charch be ad-
mitted to be the Judge.  Henceitisthat they cry c‘.ucagamﬁ'
rivate faith and opiniens, and call men to the faith of the
‘%hurfCh » 2nd perfwade the poor people, that the Church is for
thiem, and we are but branches broker off. o
~ Well, we are content to deal with them az th¢ir own weapon,
and at that one in which they puc their crult.  For our parts
we kﬂowtb?t.the true Catholick Church ( nor any membsr

of it in fenfu Campefite) cannot err in any of the Effentials-

Of'dlriﬁiiﬂtty ( for then it would ceafeto bz the Church : )
But wehave too much reafon to Judge chat icis not frec from
errrorin lefler things.  Butyet for all chac inthe main caufe
between the Papifts and us, we refufe not their judgement. Nay
we turn this Canon againflt the Canoneers, and eafily prove-
tb’it the Papilts caufe isutterly loft, if the Cacholick Church be
Judge. 5 :

it iy it the duacient Church,or the prefent Church that muff-
decide the caufe? Well! It thall be which you will. For the moft-
Ancient Church in the Apofiles dayes , we are altogether of its
belief, and ftand to itsdecifion in al] things; and if you prave-
we miftake them in any thing, we (hall gladly receive infirn&ion
and be reclaimed. To them we appzal far our Effenrials and In-
tegrals. And for fome following ages, we will be tryed by them
in the articles of our faith,and in the priacipal cantroverfies we -
have with the Papifts. * - ;

Lea, but this il] o [erve their turns Iris the prefent Charch:
that mfﬂ J"a'ie 0% nae . For {ay they., if the ancient Chureh bad
power,” fo hath. the Prefcur : and if the ancient Chnrek bad pnﬂ-}f.
bon of the sruth , bow foall we kpow it bat by the prefent 7 I
anfwer, 1, Wemay know i by theRecords of thofe times far

furer:
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gs;c; theaby thereports of men wichout writing : Controver-
mmn;r'numerou.s myfierious points areforrily carryed in the
- l}';sﬂ,c;f%ecmliy of the moft, even of the Teachers. And
i J 5, 0n¢ diligent skxltui! man will kuow moretbfn
; nd others. Oane Baronins, Albafpinans, Petav 55
mong the Papifts, and one Ufber, Blondell Salmafins, Gataker,
;ﬁ"c;].i:amont? the Proteftants, knew more of the mind of an-
quncx?;\,l E (:’Snac nu;flole Country befides, or perhaps then fome
2. Well 7 bue if you appealto the greater number, €0 them
gluetll you go. You muft be tried by tt%e prefent Church; Wby
nyouare condemned. Is itthe leffer number or the great~
er,or thebetrer that muft be judge ? You will no’t fay the lef-
er, asfuch: 1fyoudo, youknow where youare. Ifzou fay
the Better part fhallbe judge: who fhall be Judge which is the
Better part? we areresdy to provethe Reformed Churches the
Berrer part : and if we do not,we will give you the day, and lofe
(c):ur canfe. Butl fuppofe you willappealto the Greater part.
ontent | Then the world knows you are loft. The Greeks,
Mofgovxtes,Armcnians, Abaffines,and all other Churches in4/i4,
Africa and Enrope are tar more thenthe Papifts : and your oWD
pens and mouths tell us that thefe are againft you. Many 0
them curfe you as Hereticks or Schifmaticks ; che reft of them
know you not,or refufe your government. They all agree againt
your Popes univerfall Headfhip or Soveraignty, and fo again
the very form of your new Catholick Church : So that the
world knows the Judgement of the far greateft part of Chrifti-
ans on earthto be againft you in the main,fo that you fee what
you get by appealing to the Catholick Church.

But I know you will fay,that all thefe are Schifmaticks, of He-
reticks,and none of the Catholick Church: But they fay as muc
by you,fome of them, andall of them abhor your charge ; 37
how do you prove it ? and who fhall be Judge whether they, OF
you be the Catholick Church? You tell us of your fucce 100,
and oftwenty tales tharare good, if you may be Judges your
felves;but fo do they fay asmuch which is good if they be Judge*-
When we offer to difpute our cafe withyou, you ask us who
fpall be Fudge, and tellus the C atholick Charch muft b¢ 7 ”‘_”g“

But wh i
But whothall be Judge between you and them which 18 e ek
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tholick Church ? you will no: let us be Judgesin our own caule,
and why then fhould you ? Are we Proteltants the /ffer number
astoyou? foareyou toalithe relt that are againft you, And
what reafon have we to let the Jeffer number Judge over the
Greater ? [f till you fay, becaufe you are the Berser, let that
be firk tryed ; but po reaion you fhould there allo be the

Judges. Tenile

So that the cafe is plainly come to this, Either the Papifts muft <\
fand to the Greater namber, and then the controverfie is at ‘
end : or they muft thamefully fay, we will not difpure with
you, anlefs we may be the Faiges osr [elves, thiugh the fewer.
Or elfe they muit lay by their talk of a Judge, and difpute it
equally with us, by producing their evidence,which we are ever
ready for.

GriA e - XMiELL

Deteét. 9. "[ HE moft common and prevalent Deceit of the
Papifts is, by ambiguous terms to deceive thofe
that cannot force them to diftingnifh, and to make you believe they
mean ose thing, when they mean another, and to mock_ you with
clondywirds. 1 {hallhere warnyou to look to them therefore
efpecially in three terms, on which much of their controverfies
lies, that is, the words Church, Pope, and Conncil. For there’s
but few underftand what they mean by any onc of thefe 1
words. : |
1. When youcome to difpute of the Church with them, fee 3
that you agree firlt under your hands of the Definition of that
Charch of wb§ch you difpute.  And when you call them to De- 1
fine it, you will find them in a wood, you will little think how !
-many feverall things it is that they call [ the Church :] For
example, fometime they mean the whele Body, Paftors and People :
bat more commonly they mean only rhe Paftors, which are the
far fmallet part. And fometime they wesn the Charch Reall:and
fometimes only the Church Reprefentative, asthey callitin a Ge-
nerall Councill. But whether they mean the Paftors or People,
they exclude all faving the Pope of his fubje@s, and fo by the
«[Church] mean but a pars ”ﬁ&i. Sometime in the Queftion
s abone
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about Z7adirion, fome of the French take the [Clmrcb} for th;
community, (as fathers deliver the do@rine of Chrift totheir
children, & c. ) And fometime they takeic in its Poliricall fence,for
a boly fociety,confifting of a vifible Hrad and members + But then
they agree not of that Head, fome fetting the Pope higheft,
and fome the Comncill. But frequently they take the word
{Chureh] for the fuppofed Head alone , as in moft queltions
abour Infallibility, Judging of Controverfies, expounding
Scripture, keeping of Traditions, defining points of faith, ec.
They fay, The Church maft do thefe : but commonly they mean
the fuppofed Head: And one part mean a Generall ((ouncillzand the
Jefuitesand Italians,andpredominant part do mean onfy the Fope
fo that when they talk of the who/s Catholick (Church,and call you.
to its Judgement, and boaft of its Infallibility (you would little
think it Jehey mean all this while but ore poor finfull man:and fuch.
8 man as fometime hath been more unlearned then many of.
your fchool boys of twelve. or fourteen years of age, and
fometime hath been a Murderer, Adulterer, and (if General
Councils, or the common vote may be believed ) an Here-
tick, an Infidel, an Incarnate Devil. This man is their
Church,ss Gretfer, Brllarmine,and the reft of that firain profefs. .

So that if you do but force them to define and explain what
they mean by the Church, you will either caufe them to open
their nzkednefs, or find them all to pieces about the very fubject.
of the Difpute. :

2. So alfo when they ufe the name of [ 4 Pope] in difputation,
make them explain themfelves, and tell you (in & Definition)
what they meanby [ 4 Pope.] For, though you would think
this term were fufficiently underftood, yet you fhall find them
utcerly at a lofs, and all te picces about it. Letus confider
diftin&ly of che Efficient, Matter, and Form. 1. As tothe
effictent caufe of their Pope, there muft concur a Divine Inflité-
tion (which they can no where fhew.) and acal! from man (&
Nemo dat quod non habet, what man or men have power to make
aHead to the Catholick Church.) But whether they will cali it
an Efficient Canfe, or only a Canfa fine qua nen, Elellion a0
Qrdination muft goto makea Pope. Now either they i/l FL“‘
thelcinto their Definition, ot not. 1fnoz, know . of them whesscr

a man withons EleStion awd Ordination may be Pope : 1f 10, mv:tzﬁ.'
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makes him one 2 If Poff fion, then he that can conquer Romse,and”
ficdown in the chair is Pope : If nos poffe/fion,what then? and Wby
may notany man (ay,I am Pope ? well : bu!: doubtlefs they will
tell you that Election, or Ordinationsor both,is Neceflary. Iffo,
thea ficft for Election, is it Neceflary to the being of a Pope, that
fome certain perfons Elet who have the Power, or will any Eletlors
fecve whofoever ? If any will ferve, then every Monaﬁgry or
every Parith may choofe a Pope: If there muft be certain Au-
thorized Ele&ors, fee chat thofe be named in the Definition : or
atleaft declared. Aand then firft know whether thele Eleétors
are impowered 10 that work by Divine LaW, or by Humane: If
by Duvine, let them fhew it if they can. In Scripture t.h!:y can
never find who muft choofe the Pope. Aud their Tradition (if
that werea Divine law) hath no fuch precepe, as appeareth by
thealterations and divers wayes. And if it be but by a Humane
Ecclefiaflicali Canon, then it feems the Papacy is fotoo : for the
Power received can have no higher a caufe then the Power giving
or authorizing. 7

2. When you come to know who thefe Ele@ors muft be, yon
open their nakednefs. For firft if they fay,It mufk be the Cardinals,

ask them, where then was the Pope when there were no Cardi- -

#als in the world ? And whether that were a Popeor ot thae
was chofen by the whole Romane Clergic? or whether thofe
were Popes or not that were chofen by the People? Or thofe that
were chofen by the Emperoars ? or thofe that were chofen by
Conncills ? If they tell you thac it muft be the Romane Clergic ;
Know whether the Cardinals be the whole Romane Clergie
who are Bifhops of other Churches, or' whether they are not
meerly Titular,at leaft many of them ? And whether the People,
the Council jor the Emperours were the Romane Clergy ? If they
would perfwade you, that either the people, or the Emperour,or
Council did not ele& the Pope, but only fhew whom the Ro-
mane Clergy fhould ele&, interpofing exorbitantly fome un-
Jult force,with the Due Ele@ion, then ail currant Hiftory cryeth

ime againft them, and we will lay the Difpute on that with
them readily, though it were with Barowiss bimfelf. Nothing
almolt is more evident in the Papal Hiftory, then that there have
heenatlealt thefe five ways of ele&ion amongthem. Let them

Puticupon this iffig with us when they will.
‘ . ]
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' Htheyallow ofany of thefe as valid, which ever it be (‘as they

muft, or give uptheir fucceflion) then 1. We would know
by what Law of God the Emperour of Germany may choofe
2 Head for the Catholick Church, any more then the Emperout
of Haba fia, or the King of Franceor Spain ? 2. And we would
know when the Emperour hath chofen onc,and the Clergy anio-
ther (if not fomeothers a third) whether both were not true
Popes, if both parties were authorized Ele@ors ? And if yetthe

People choofe one, and the Romane Clergy another, and the.
Cardinals alone a third, and the Emperozr a fourih, and the.

Councill a fifth, muft all thefe fand, or which of them,and
why? Orifthey tell you that it muft be the particulsr Roman
Church; then 1. If the people of that Church choofe one,and the

Clergy by major vote another, and the Cardinals a third, which

is the true Pope? 2. And then the fucceflionis gone however :
tor they were no Popes that Emperors or Councils chofe.
2. Ifthey fhall tell you that it is not Ele&ion but Confecrati-
on that makes a Pope, yea or that Confceration is of Neceffity
withEle®ion ; then 1. Demand of them whether it be any one
whafoever that may Confecrate, or whether this kigh power be
confined to certain bands? If any may ferve, or any Bifhops,

then he that can get three drunken Bifhops to confecrate him

may be Pope.  And then there may be 2an hundred Popes at
once. But ifit be confined to cerrain hands,2. Let it be put down
in the Definition, orat leaft declared who thofe aretbat mult
ordain or-confecrate him, 3. And if they fay, that ¢ mufl be only
she Italian Bifbops that muft confecrate,then 1. Know of them by
what Law of God they have power toconfecrace a Head tothe
univerfal Charch,when all nations are agreed that gaod persinet 44
omnes, ab omuibus traftari deber. 2. And by what Law they carl
create or Generate a creature of a more noble fpecies then them-
felves, as if a beaft fhould beger aman? Or whether chis prove
not,that asa Bifbop at firft wasbut Presbyter prima [edis, (like the.

fore-man of a Jury) and thence fprung an Adrokbifbop who

was Epifocopus prime fedis, and thence a Patriarck,, who ‘Zf:
Avrchiepifcopns prime [edis 5 [0 in procefs of time, when Prtx’;:
grew riper, the Pope grew to be Patriarcha prime [edis 5 >
ot till lorrg after, the Head or Governonr af the #mver

[all Church, nor Patriarcha Patriarcharnm; 5O more tl;;fel
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the Archb fhops or Bih pr were at firlt Epifcopi Epifcopo-
THM.

But if they can fhew us nolaw of God empowring thefe fpeci-
all confecrators, any more then others, thea whereis the Papacy
that dependeth on it ? There is nothing in Scriptureto empower
the ltalian Bithops any more then the Gallicane, Germane, or
Afian, 1o Confecrate a Head for the Catholick Church.

3. But fuppofe there were, yet we mult be refolved whether
it be fome or a// the Italian Bifhops that muft doit ? If but fone,
which be they 2 and how is their power proved ? Ifall or
any, then 1. Whac fhall we do when fome of them confecrzte
one Pope, and fome another, and fome athird, which hath fallen
out : which of thefe is the Pope 2 If Confecration give the.
Power, thenall are Popes. 2. And ftill the Papal fucceffion
is overchrown while many Popes had no Confecration by Iralian,
Bifhops, » - .

Thus you may fee what a cafe the-poor Jefuits or Fryars will

‘be i3, if you put them but to infert:oche necetfary Eiedorsand

Confecrators in r.heir'D,:ﬁ'mtion'afa:popg‘_. XF g

2. But thats not the wor®, yvou muft reqaive them s pur his
neeeffary Qualificarioninthe Defe:iption.  For if no Di pefition,
of the Marier be necefluy, but ex gaolibe ligno fit mercaring

Romanus, then a Jew or other Infidel may be Pope: whch

they will deny. Andifany Di/pofrien the [nbjet be of ne-
ceflity to the Receptjon of (1 efpfzcm, tg:-n caﬁfé71hcm to puc
it down, And tben. 1. It isei ber true Godlinefs » and then,
3"‘5’5“ Papacy. 2.0x itis common honff}],mJ [obriety : and then,
fullfarewell Pipacy. 3. Or it is learning and kmwledge: and then,

Lphonfus & Caftro, and othars of their own will baar witnefs.

that fome Popes underftood not rheir Grammar, and one good
man being (faich Weonerns) rudis literarum, was fain to get
-enother Compape to fay his offices, (though it happened thac
they could notagree, and fo a third was choten, and his chcig:
difliked, and a fourch cholen, tiil there was (ix chofen Popzs alive:
atonce,) 4.1fagebe oecefliry, thea the Children Popes (orc.
atleaft) bave wnerrupeed the fucceffion. 5. Yea, if the Mafcu.
- line Gender be bur Neceffary, Pope foan hah interrupted df .
fuc,c.e{ﬁon,‘unlefs between forty or fifty of their own Hiftori

ans deceive us. 6. Futall chis is the fmallcft part, the Qucfllion,
3 15
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is whether faith in Chriff be of Neceffity to a Pope ? If fo, then
what will you fay to Fobn the twenty third, thar denyed the life
ro come, and to thofe chat have been guilty of Herefie? So that
by that time they have (puc the necefliry Qnalification of
:: Pope into their Definition, you fhall find them hard put
0 it. .

3. Buryet the worftis behicd. They be not agreed about
the very form sf the Papacy: Yor fome fay, Heis the Head of
a{!tbs Catholick Church - But others with the General Councils
of Conftance and Bafil fay, that be is the Head only of the fingular
members, but a fubjet to the Cathilick. Church reprefentedin &
Council, which receivethits power immediately from Chrift, (o
thac you may fee what a cafe they will be in, if they be’ but
forced to tell you what they mean by a Pope , and to Define
him zoo. , :

3. Andif they ufe the name of 4 General Council, call them
s Dcfine what they mean by a Gesneral Conncil : fome of them
willfay, 1t mnft be-a true Reprefentative of the whole Catholick,
Charch : {o that Msrally they are all Confenting to what is there
done. Butthenthedoubt remaineth whether there be a Ne-
ceflicy ofany certain Number of B:fhops 2 If not; it feems the
whole Church may agree that twenty,or ten,or two,or one fhall
reprefent them, and be a general Council.  But if this muft not
bold, then Auft A/l the Bifbops of the world be there, or only fomse,
and bow many ? Binaius faith, Vol. 1. pag. 313. that [ Gene-
ral Conncil ss that where all the Bifbops of the whole world may ar
onght to be prefent, urlefs they be lawfully hindred, and in which
none but the Pope of Rome by him[elf or his Legates, is wont %0 p7e-
fide.] And vol. 3. pag. 229. Itis when all the Charch is mo*
rally Reprefented, the Pope prefiding.] But what a lofs are we here
at? 1. How prove they that only Bifbops fhould be members 0
a Council,and not Presbyters ?

2. Bucif that were granted them (without proof and contra-
ry to pra@ife) yet we are at a far greater lofs to know what

: : us
a Bifhop isthat muft here be a member ? Ishe only the P7im
Presbyterornm in a presbyterie?Or is he theRuler of 2 Pm")ﬁ’””}
(they Ruling the people? ) Orishe the fole Ruler of Pﬂ‘d J": .
andpesple? And is he to be in every Parifh where 4r¢ #4VC

: n
presbyters ? ot only inevery Claffis or leffer Synod 7 OF onjzelr’
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every Comnty, orProvince? Or fhall the old Rule ftand, thac
every City muft have enz 2 If o, then are not all our Corporations.
true Citics 2 And {o by any of thefe Rules, there have been few.
General Councils in the world. And whar word of God is.
there why Londsn, Worcefter, Canterbury fhould have Bifhops y
andShrewsbury, Ipfwich, Plimoush and hundreds fuch fhould have.
none? {o thar if the very marser of your Councils be fo humane
and difordered, what is che Council compofed of fuch? Asmoft
of them ufe the term. Bifhop, you would put them as hard to it to
Define a Bifhsp almoft, as to define a Pope. ;

3. But fuppofe they help you over this rab, yet by their.
Definition: they null many General Councils; becaufe the Pope.
prefided not there : even the firf} General Council it felf at.
Nice (' whatfoever they boldly feign tothe contrary.)

4. And by this Rule, either we never had a General Council,
or bur few : Forinftance, At the firft Scffion of the Council of
Trent (thelaft.and moft famous Council ) there were but four,
Archbithops,. and twenty. two Bifhops, taking in theTirular.
Bifhops of Tp/ar, Armach, and Worcefter. And at divers other -
Seffions after, but eight, or nine, or very few more. In the.
fourth Seffion which Decreed to receive Tradicion with equal
pious affe&ion and reverence asthe boly Scriptures, and- which,
gave usa falle Caralogue of the Canonical Books, there were bat
the Popes Legates, two Cardinals , nine Archbifhops (citulsr -
andall) and forty one, or forty two Bifhops (titularand all. ).
Now we would f1in know whether this was the whole Church,
morally reprefenied 3 and whether thefe twenty two, ot forty.
one were all ‘the Bithops of the world, or the hundreth part -
of them 2 Yea whether all the Bithops . of the African;
ﬁ[fan?, and other Churches. could and ought to have been,
there ¢ L

Ifthey fay thac moft of the Bifhops of the world are Here-.
ticks or Schifmaticks, and had nothing to do to be.chere, we are,.
fure that this is bug the impudent eenfure of a fe&, thar un-:
churcheth moft of Chrifls Church, for far lefs faults then,
it gclf is. guilty of : But how . is this beavy cenfure pro..
ved ? : '

5. Nay to make thort of it  its plain by this. Definition, that.
2 Geniral Conncil is but a name_(at lealt ﬁﬂ.CCJhe.__ daies
s ; ~ when,
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when the Church lay in a narrow room) and that no fuch thing
is to be expe&ed in the world. For 1. If all Bifhops, or half

come thitter, what thall their poor flocks do the while # 2. How
many years muft they be travailing from America, Ethiopid,
and all the remote parts of the Chriftian world ¢ 3. So much
thipping, and provifion, and fo many thoufand pound & man 15
necefliry for the Convoy of many, that alas the poor Bifhops
be not able to defray the hundreth part of the charge. 4. Abun-
dance of them are fo aged and weak, that they are unfic for the
journey. §. Their Princes are fome of them Infidels, and fome
at wars, and will never give them leave to come. ©. They muft
pafs through many Kingdoms of the enemies, or that are 1N wars,
that will never fuffer them to pafs. 7. 1he tedioufnefs, and
hazards of the journey, with change of air is like to be the death
of moft of them, and fo its but a plot to put an end to the Church.
8. The length of General Councils is fuch (fomeof thembeing
ten years, and fome (as that at Trent) eighteen years ) that fo
many Bifhops to be fo long abfent from home, is but to give up
the Church to Infidelity or Impiety (unlefsthe Bifhops be fuch
things as the Church can fpare. ) 9. When they come together,
they cannot many of them underftand one another,becaufe of the
diverfity of their languages. 10. And the Number would be fo
great, that ten or twenty Council-houfes or rooms would not
hold them : fo that they could not Converfein one Affembly :
fo that a true General Council now, is but a name to amufe thof€
that think the world is no bigger then & man may ride over 104
weeks journey. :

6. And yet even this Definition of Bimwins is ridiculous
For he makes it enough thac all the Bifhops of the world may
and owght to be there, whether they be there or not. But then
what if lazigefs or danger deterr them or detain them? Is tbat
a Council where Bifhops onght to be and are mt ¢ How many
mautt de factobe prefent, any or none ? Proveifyoucan thatforty
Bithops arc a General Council, becaufe the reft oxght 0 b
there. And who fhall be judge of each:mans cafe, wh“b"fr :
could or onght 10 have been there ? will you judge men be l‘]’:
they are heard, or their caufe knfpﬁm? Yeur faying thacthcy
onght to bave been there, 15 D0 Proot. 3

gAnd yet Binnins hath on exception [#nlefi Lawfully "‘gg’j}

N e



A Key for (_Qa[/mlicks‘.

81

Good ftilll 1f all the Bithops in he world be /lamfully 1””.'
dered, it feemsitis 2 General Council whenno body 1s [hirc'
You fee now what you put the poor Papiftstoo,if you pl;)tt ;mv
to define a General Conncil,or tell you what they mean by that.
word. ; gt e
- And thereforel again advife you ; let them not befoo 'yces
with empty or ambiguous words. And when they areall to pie y
among themfelves,let them not make you believe they “"h“““e

by agreeing in One word, whenthey are feveral things that are
meant by that oneword.

Gaoa pe X IX.

Desedt. 10, V Hen they go abent from Councils or
: ; V other Hiftory to prove the Soveraignty
of the Pope, let them not chear yon by confounding, 1..An bumane
Ordinance with & Divine © 2. Andan alterable peint of Order with
an wnalterable effential part of the Church: 3. Or a meer Primacy
in the [ame Order or office with 4 Governing Soveraignty, or 4 diffe-
rent Order or office. ' A
Firft cherefore we would learn of them, whether the prebe-
Minence and order of the five Patriarchal Sees, began not about

the firft General Council to be looke after, but was fetled fome
while after : For till there were General Councils ( fuch as were

fo called ) there was no great occafion of derermining which
fhould have che firft, fecond, or third feat.

2. Or whenever the time was, yet we enquire, whether thefe

other Sees as of ferufalem, Antioch, Alexandria,or fowme of them
were not Patriarchal as foon as Rome > and whether Councils
that fpeak of priority or pofteriority do not in the fame manner,
and on tl}e fame grounds, and to the fame ends give Alexandria,
and Antioch, their places | as they give to, Rome the firft place ?
Surely we find them fpesking of them as matersof the fame
Orderand nature, faying, Rome fhall have the firft placeor fear,
Conftantinople the fecond , A/exandria the third, ednrioch the
 fourth, and ferufatem the fifch. 4. And therefore we enquire
whether all thefe have nst 1he fame kind of vight totheir prehemsi=
nence, whether it be Divine or Hemane. And thatthe vegf(’?ﬂn‘
’ - dat1o
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dation of this Patriarchall order , yea of Romes Patriarchall

- Primacy, (which was the preparative to its univerfal Soveraign-

ty) wasnota meer humane invention, given on occafion of the
lﬂ?Pfrlal[ feat at' Rome, and norany infticurion of Chrift to Pe-
rer-and his Succeffors; I defire you not totake ' from my word ;
but.all that will not be fool’d out of all Hiftoricall verity by
Po;nfh audacity ; letthem take # from the exprefs words of the
fourth great approved General Council, wiz. of ("wlcedon, which’
the peor Jacobites and other” Churches of the Eaftand South
are{o reproached for rejecting. In A& 16." Binnii pag. 1344
the_fc are their words [ Definitiones Santtormm Patrnm [equentes
wbig; ¢ Regulam, & qua nunc releita [wnt 15, Deo amansiffi-
morsum Epi[coporum, 935 congregati funt [ub pic memoric Impe-
vatore majore Theodsfio s Regia - civitate Conflantinop. Nova
Roma , cognolcentes & nos eadem definivimss de privilegiss ejn/-
dems Santtiffime Conflantinop. Ecclefie move Rome. Etening fodi
Senioris Rome; proprer Imperium civitarss illins (N.B. ) pa-
tres confeqrenter privilegiaveddiderunt, Et eadem intentione per-
mots 150. Deo amanti/fimi Epifcopi equa (anthiffime [edi hovee
Rome privilegiatribaerunt, vationabiliter judicantes Imperio e
Senats Urbemornatam aqnis Sewioris Regie -Rome privilegis
frui. | i.e. [ We following alway the Definitionsof theboly fa-
thers, and the Canon, andknowing thofe that sow have been read
of the hundred and fifty Bifbops, moft beloved of Ged, that were
Congregated snder the Empersur of pious’ meniory Theodofius
the Greaterin the Royall (isy Conftantinople ( #ew Rome,) have
osr [elves-alfo defined the [ame things s concerning the Priviledges’
of the fame moft holy Church of Conftantiniples #ew Romie. For
20 the [ear of old Rome,becanfeof the Empiré of that City,she Fa:
thers confequintly gave the Priviledges; > And the bﬂndredngt{ :
fifty Bifoops moft beloved of 'God, being moved with the /Zm’:’i;itmj’
tion, have given equall Priviledges to the moft boly Seatof New
Rome: rmﬁmlb{] udging, than the City adorned with the Em-
pire and Senase'; [oall-enjoy eqnal Privsledges with old ,Zfe'g{'l :
Rome. ] ' ‘ & &

¥ do not ftand to note that this Council was called by <M are
tian : that his Lay Officers were called the Judges, or how fight
the Council made of Rime when they faid [ i contradicsnt
Neflarians [unt = qui comtradicsns Romam 47»6#15:’_]‘ Bm ph? gt :
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Nordo I ftand fo mnch on it, that they gave Conflantinople
equal priviledges. But irmay confound all the Papal Juglers on
earth to find an approved General Council affirwiog, 1. That
Romes Priviledges ( evenits meer primacy ) were given by the
Fathers. 2. And that becaufe it was theImperial City: 3..And
therefore on the fame reafon they do the like by Conflansinople.
4. And chat the General Council of .Conffant. had .gone before
them on thefe grounds : {o that you have the vore of two. of the
firlt four greac General Councils, that it wasnot fo from the
beginning, nor an Apoftolical Tradition, but the.act of che
Fachers, becanfe of the Imperial Ciry. - If a General Council
canerr, Popery isa deceir.. I it cannet err, then, the very. Pri-
macy of order inthe Pope was then but, new, and bumane, on
a Carnal ground, done by man, that might do the like by others,
andthereforeundothisagain, . ... .. . 0 = g
But fay they, Pape Leo confirmed not this. Anfw. 1. Still
then the Church Reprefentarive it feems may etr,and the Pope
only is infallible. 2. Lco and his. Delegates were, offended at
Anatolins hisrifing, and the equaling him with. Reme : but they
never excepted one word (thatever T found ) sgsinft the faying,
that it Was becaufz of the Empire that Rome by the Fathers had
the Primacy given it. bl sisutiola 2106 g Rl e
And the Reafon given by themfelves Concils Conftant. Can .
is, [ becanfe Conftantinople is new RomeT] But Binmius faith
that Rome receiveth not the Canons of this Council meither, baut
only their condemmation of Micedonius. And he faich [ rhat
every Conncsl hath juft fo much Prength andanthority as the Apo

folick_feat befoweth on i, Far (faith be), wnlefs this. be ad,

mitted, 7o reafon canbe given why fome Conncils of greater xum:
bers of Bifbopswere reprobated ; and osbers of a [maller number
cosfirmed | Bin. Vol 2.p.g15. _ - A v 03
What would you have more Sirs2 Do you not fee yet what
the Popifh Catholick Church is ; and what they mean when they
mouth it out to you, .and ask you whether your private Judge-
ment be fafer or wiler then that of the whole Chureh, .or of all
the Chriftian world? You fee they meanall this. while byt one
man, whom Gresfer and. others plainly confefs they call the
Church. Sothatindeed it is General Councils, and all the Chri-
ftian world or Church thac are the ignorant, fallible, and oft er-
M2 ring
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%ing part : and iz is one man, (that fometime is repured an
incarnate Devil by a General Counciltoo ) thatis the unerring
Pillar of the Church, and wifer then all they. Do younot fee

- that they make a meer notbing or mockery of General Coun-

c;ls, any fu{ther then they pleafe the Pope ? Apd can you eXpe
that any thing thould pleafe them that isagainft his Greatnels,
or, as falins the fecond calls it, [ bis bolding the place of the
great Go_d, the M aker of allthings and all Laws?] Whata vile
abufe is it then of the Pope to trouble the world by the meetings
and Confultations of General Councils, when he can fit at Kome
and contradi& them infallibly, and, Good man, is fain to fave
the Catholick Church from the Errors that General Councils
(the Reprefentative Catholick Church ) would elfe lead them
into : and therefore could he not with lefs ado infallibly make U
Laws, Canons, and Scriptures without them ? For fure that
w.hnch the Pope can do againft a General Council, he cando
withost them. If he can Infallibly contradit a General Council,
and Infallibly Rule us contrary to their Judgement, he may no
d'oubtlnfallibly Rule us wichour them. And therefore of late
times they have learnt fo much wit, that you maylock long
enough before you fee a General Council. And T think the
Council of Conffance were no beteer Prognofticators then Wil-
liam Lilly, nor no more effe@uall Lawgivers then ar Tyler,
when they Prognofticated or Ordained Decennial Coungils ¢
And I will be judged by all the world. _
And here alfo you may fee what account the Papifts make
even of the firft General Councils. Its all ope with them t0
judge others Hereticks for contradi&ing efpecially the four firft
General Councils ( compared to the four Evangelifis) s the
Scripture it felf : and yet ( who would have thought it ) they
rofefs chemfelvesto reje the Canons or Decrees of ‘both thefe,
the firk of Conffantinople,and that of Calcedon in part. #03
And, now [ thinkon it, by this priviledge I cannot fee but
the Pope is priviledged from all pofiibilicy of beingan Heretick
perfonally. But thefe thisgsareon the by, 1 return to the potot
in hand, which is to prove to you,that not enly the Romifh i+
verfal Monarchy and Vice-godhead, but even its Patr;awha‘
Primacy was no Apoftolical Tradition,but an Humane Infticu-
tion, founded on this Confideration, that Rome was thf:Impcﬂ%:i
seatand City. « . Lip AR




