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mentators and Difpucers. But i f all revealed be noc of Abfoluce 
Neceflky, then we may have leave todiftinguifh between points 
abfolu elyNeceffiry, and the reft. 8. And we would know whe­
ther a!! (hall be damned, that know not as much as the moft 
Learned and Wife ? i f nor, then ftill we may hive icave to di-
itinguifh. 9. Further we demand, whether any ignorance or 
error that is culpable, will ftand with Charity and Salvation ? I f 
n o c » thenwhoftiallbefaved? I f yea - then we may ftill diftin-
guifn the points of Abfolute Neceility from the reft. 10. We 
demand alio, whether the whole holy Scripture be the word of 
God ? I f fo, then whether we ought not to believe it all as far 
as we canunderftandit? And i f fo, whether it be not all, de 
M muter of Faith ? I f not, they muft tell us, what part of 
Gods word is robe believed, and what nor. I f yea ; then cer­
tainly men may err de file in points of Faith , and yet have 
Chanty, and be faved : as their difagreeing Commentators, 
Caluifts and Schoolmen do. kt. We would know whether the 
matters r im their Divines are difagreed in, be Revealed by God, 
or things unrevealed? I f not revealed, do they not deferveco 
bektckt outof the world for troubling the wor?d fo i t o 
revealed things r Ir they be Revealed, are they not Revealed to 
be believed, and (out define} 12. And we would know whe-
fomV h r e b C n ° ^ 0 n i e , t h i n g S W™*" *™ Obtdmce, and 
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h " J V * W U u e y b s n 0 t ^^fet .aisdif t inguifhablefrom 
nere.tPAnd do they make men true C h r i f t W by baptizing 

them,ornot? I f they do, then fure the Bapnfmal faith muft 
contain all t h « w Effential to Cm-inanity. 14. .We defire alfo 
to be informed by them, what is the ufe of the Churches Creed 
and why they have ufed frequently to make confefsion of their 
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faith ? Was i t not'the whole faith Effential to Chriftianity which 
theyconfeft? I f net, then it was not fit to be the badge of the 
Church • or of the Orthodox : i f yea • then it feems thofe 
Greeds Ind in thera the cflentials diftirguifhed from the reft. 
15. we would know whether every thing delivered or defined 
by any General Council, be of fuch neccfiky to falvation, that 
ail muft expliciteiy believe them all that will befaved ? i f fo, 
then whether any Papift can be faved, feeing they underftand 
chern not all ? I f nor, then fure adiftindion muft be made. 
16. And we would know how they can countenance ignorance 
fo; much as they do, i f all things revealed be of equal neccfTuy 
t*> falvarjon. i f , And what mean they to diftinguifh of \m 
plicite and Explicate faith ? Is it enough to believe as the Church 
believes, and not know what in any particular ? then it is not 
i&J^ornecefFary to falvation to believe the rcfurrcdion of 
Chrift, or of man, or the life to come. For a man may believe 
t,hat the Church is in the right, and yet not know that it holdeth 
any of thefs. Is it enough to believe the formal ob jed of faith 
(which with us is Gods veracity) without the material ? Or is 
enough to remain Infidels, and only believe that the Church are 
true Believers ? I f you hold to this, you make no ad of faith, 
but one (the believing that the Church, that is, the Pope or C emcti 
*rc true believers) to be of Necefllty to falvarion. But U 
there be fomcthing that is Neceffary to be a dually (that is ex* 
plicitely) believed, then muft not that be diftinguifhed from the 
reft and made known ? 18. Whence is it that you denominate 
men fidelest believers with you M s it from a Pofitive faith, or 
for not holding the contrary ? If the Utter, then Stones,and De»^s» 
and Pagins, and their Infants may be believers. I f the formr, 
then that Pofitive faith from whence all believers are denomi­
nated muft he known. J 9. Is not that true faith and all that if-
cflentUl to Chriftianity, which doth confift with faving gr* e e ° r 

( to ufe your phrafej with true Charity ? I f not, then either 
Infidels and no Chriftlam may have true Charity, or elfe 
Charity mav be in the unjaftified • or both ; I f yea, ( f 
doubtlefs you will yield ; then fure men of lower k n f w l e

f ^ g 

and faith then Dodors, may have true Charity - and t b ? l w
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true faith.. 20. Laftly , I appeal to your own come:iiw«-
^ r w ' ^ o f t e n d i f t i n g u i f l i e t h between, the points coat an P ^ 
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ofNeceflity explicitly believe, and the reft. AndSuarez m 
three pans. Thom. Difp. 43. Sift. 4. faith of the Article of 
Chrifts defcending into [If by an Article of faith we under* 
fland a truth which all the faithful I are bound explicit ely to know 
and belitve, fo Ids not thinkyt necefary to reckon this among 
the Articles of faith, becaufe it is not altogether neceffary for all 
wen] Here you fee that Suarez diftinguifheth between Articles 
ofNecefiity to all, and thofe that are not : and that he excepts 
even the Defcent into Hell from this number of Articles Necefla-
17 to all I might cite many more of your wrkers^ut the thing is 
well known. 

But perhaps you'l fay, that though all that isdedde, be not 
neceffary to be believed explicitly by ail,yet implicitely it muft. I 
*s4nf 1. that which you call Implicite believing is no believing 
that point, but another point: yea a point that doth not fo much 
as infer that : for it 'followcth not [the Church is infallible, 
therefore Qhrift defcended into Bell.} 

2. And we bcheveali that is de fide with an Implicite faith 
as well as you : But it is an Implicite Divine faith, and not 
humane: For we are fure that All that Godfaith is true; and 

this Divine veracity is the formal objed of our faith. And we 
believe that all that is in Scripture is true, and that all that 
Wus ever delivered by the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft is 
true. 

Objea:. But alt that is de fide u fo necejjary, that it will not 
ftandmth falvation to believe the contrary, or deny or dif-believe 
any point of faith. Aufw. 1. That cannot be true, For no man 
can prove that a point may not be denyed and difputed againft 
oy a true Believer as long as be is ignorant that h is true, and 
from G o d : the fame ignorance that keeps him from knowing i t , 
mavcaufeh!mtodenyit,and gainfay i t . 2. Do not your own 
a 7 c ^B^ommcntators , Schoolmen and Cafuifts (on one fide 
atlealt) difpute voluminoufly againft foroe Truths of Divine 
revelation ? I f you change a mans mind from the fmalleft error 
oy difpute, do you take that to be a change of his ftatc from 
death to life ? <s£naas Sylvius thought a General Council was 
above the Pope: but when he came to be Pope Pius the fecond he 
fought the Pope above a General Council • was this a change 
mm death to life ? I t feems by his Bull of Retractation,he 

K z thought 
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thought fo, but fo did not feveral General Councils: was the 
Catholick Church Representative at theCouncill of Baft, or 
CcnjlMce, or Pifa in a ftate of death and damnation for believing 
the Pope to be fubjed to a General Council ? or was the 
Council at Laterane^nothsr Reprefentative Catholick Churchj 
in a ftate of death for holding the Contrary ? Muft cither Pope 
John the twenty fecond, or Pope Nicolas be damned becaufeof 
the contrariety of their Decrees ? I f the Council of Toletane the 
firft ordain that he that loath * Concubine inftead of a Wife (hall 
not be keftfnm the Sacrament, doth it prove tbem all iD a Late ot 
death ? I f Bella* mine confefs chat the flxth General Council 
at Conflantinep't have many errors, doth it follow that the 
Catholick Church reprefentative was in a damnable ftate? If 
the fecond Council at Nice maintain the corpereity of Angeh, 
and the firft Council at the Latarane maintain the contrary, doth 
it follow that one of them was in a ftate of death ? I think n ° c : 

(though I am fure it proves a General Council fallible, when 
approved by the Pope, and therefore Popery a decei:.)-
'Bellarmine forrjetime tells us of the change of bis own 
mind. 

And the Retradations of Aufiim (* better man) tell us 
©f the change of his mind in many things - And y?*™' 
loweth not that, he was in a ftate of death and unjultihefl 
before. ' 

Objed. BtttalltbatisdcfidcU-efNeceJ/ity to the Salvation 
of fome,though not of all. Anfw. i . I f that be granted, yet 
you rauft grant us leave to diftinguifh between Points neceii jry 
to,be believed by all,and points that arc not thus ncceflary to an. 
2. But in what cafe is it that you mean, that other points areo 
Neceffity to fome ? t- Is it to thofe fome that know them to De 
of Divine Revelation? weeafily grant you that: But that 
norbecaufetheZ^"«^themfelves are (imply necefTary to sa* 
vation, but becaufe a Belief of "Gods.veracity,and the Truth ot 
that he Revcaleth in general, is of neceffity .- and he that -
lieveth that God i s ! rue (verax) cannot chufe but W ? * ' h . 
tobe True which he knows God revealeth. He that tn-n 
God to be a Lyar, in one word.doth not believe hu f a f 

fo hath no Divine faith at all. And therefore you need not 
left any oneihould be guilty of not believing that wan 
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know is the word of God, but thofe that take God to beaLyar,, 
and that is thofe that take him not ro be God , and fo are A:he-
ill?. But frill the thing of Abfolute neceflity is but flrft to 
believe in General that God is true in all his word, fecondly and 
tobelievethe truth of the eiTentiil points of Chriftianity in 
particular (embracing the Good propounded in them.) Now 
its true that fesondardy all known Truths are of neceftity to be 
bdieved, becaufe elfe our General belief of Gods veracity is nor. 
fincere. But yet we muft fay that antecedently even to that 
perfon,ihefe fuperadded truths were not of Neceffity to his Sal­
vation to be believed, becaufe they were not of rucn Necefsity to 
be Known-, and if they had not been known, you would fay your, 
felves there had not been fuch Nccefsuy of Believing 
them. 

But i f you go further, andfay, that all :hat were obliged to \now 
them, or that had opportunity ,or the Revelation fihe truth,and jet 
did not, and thereupon deny them culpably, are in a ftate ef 'de«th ; I 
deny that, and fhall prove it faifc. Its true, chat a wilfull' 
rcfufing the Z/g^f, becaufe men love darl^efj-rather then lt?htr. 
isa ccrcain fign of a gracelefs wretch. Bat every culpableigns. 
ranee and unbelief is nor Damning ignorance or unbelier. 

tt Ocherwi'e no man fhould he-laved: For no man is void of 
culpable ignorance>and consequently of culpable unbeiief.Had we 
never been wanting in the ufe ofmcanSjthert's no man but might 
have known more then he doih.Is there any one of you that dare 
refufe to ask God forgivenefs of your ignorance, unbelief, or 
the negligence that is the culp^b'ecaufe of them, or that dare 
fay, you need no p-rdon of them ? 2. If you plead for venial 
fin, how can you deny a venial unbelief upon venial ignorance ? 
But then I pray you learn jfiore wit and piety, r. then to fay 
that your venial unbelieforfin is no-fin, fave as Analogically 
fo called 5 or 2. then to fay it deferves a pardon, or deferves 
not everiafting pumfhment. But if you will call it venial, 
becaufe being confiftent with the true Love of God and habitual-
Holinefs, and faring faith, the Law of Grace doth pirdon i t , and 
not condemn men for i t , thus we would agree with you that 
there is veniallJin • but then you muft yield us that there is venial* 
unbelief. 

3-. And we eafily prove all this from the Law of God. I t 
K 3 is. 
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is the nature of the preceptive pare to con&'tute Duty only, 
and the violation of that is fin : But it is the fandion, the 
promiie and threatning that Determines of the Reward and 
Penalty. Now it is only the old Law of works that makes the 
inreatemng as large as the prohibition, condemning man for every fin, b u c f o d o t h n o c t h e L a w o f ^ 

ihllcomraandethPerfecl obedience, and fo makes it a duty; but 
tne promifemaketh not perfed obedience the condition of Sal­
vation ; but Faith, Repentance and fincere Obedience, though 
imperfed. TbeLawofNatur. Rill makes everlafting Death 
due to every Cm: But it is fuch a Due as hath a Remedy at 
hand provided and offered in the Gofpcl; and is adually reme­
dy ed to all true believers. So that as it is not every fin that 
will damn us, though damnation be due to i t f becaufc we 
have a prefent Remedy; J fa it is not every culpable ignorance 
or unbelief that will damn us, though it defervc damnation, 
becaufe the GofpeF doth not only not damn us for it but 
pardons i t , by acquitting us from the condemnation of the 
Law. All this may teach you, noc only to mend your 
abominable dodrine about Mortal and veniall fin, but alfo 
to difcern the rcafon why a man may deny fome points of 
faith thatarenotoftheeiTenceof Chriftianity, and yet not be 
damned for i t , becaufe the Law of Grace doth not condemn him 
for i t , though he be culpable, becaufe the Law of Grace may 
command further then it peremptorily condemneth in cafe of 
difobedience. I t is the Promife that makes faith the Condition of 
Life, though it be the Precept that makes it a duty. Nowic 
lavcthnotas a performed Duty diredly, (becaufc the precept 
gives not theRewardj but as a performed Condition : And there-
fore unbelief condemneth not effeduallyas ameer fin dirediy, 
but as ftteh a fin as is the violation or non-performance of that 
condition. But it is not a belief of every thing that is prece^ 
ptively de fide, which is made the condition of life. 



A I^ey for Catbolkks. y\ 

C H A p. X V I I . 

Dettft. 8. A Nother of their Juglmgs is, to exult the judge-
JT\ ment of the Catholic}^ Church as that which 

m f f f i be the ground of faith, and the decider of all Contravenes : 
A " M ! * e n d t h e y P l c a d againft che fufficiency of Scripture, 
and. bend all the force of their arguings and defigns, as if ail their 
nope-lay in this print, and as if it were a granted thing that the 
day is theirs, and we are loft, if the Cathohck Church be ad­
mitted to be the Judge. Hence it is that they cry out agiinft 
private faith nqd opinions, and call men to the faith of the 
Church and perfwade the poor people, that the Church is for 
them, and we are but branches broken off. 

Well, we are content to deal with rhem at their own weapon, 
and at that one. in which they put their truft. For our parts 
we kno w that the true Catholick Church ( nor any member 

c r l % f m f H Cornp.fito) cannot err in any of the EffentUIs 
o» Cbnftamcy ( for t hen it would ceafe to b: che Church : ) 

err nT!n V ^ ° " T * * C ° J u d * k * not free f r o A errrorm ieffer things. But yet for ail that in the main caufe 
between the Pspifts and us, we refufe not their judgement. Nay 
we turn this Canon againft the Canoneers, and eafily prove 
that the Papifts caufe is utterly loft, if the Cathoiick Church be 
Judge. 

i t ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ Pcfent Church that mufl 
t t T r r f e l W f ' ^ftiaHbcwhithVoawill. Forthemoft 
^cientChurch mthe Apoftlesdayes, we are altogether of its 
w M d W l t S e c i f l 0 n i n •« things; and if you prove 

S i A f ' f T ° r ^ m W C ^ f Q r Q a r H ^ r i a h and In-
inlhe arHH f — r ^l™?* ^ W e W i l i h e by them 
have^ith t pipits ^ 1 0 ^ F i n C i p a I c ~ r L we 

t l I ^ x h a t t ] f S y e i l l m t fw'toirtum: It is the prefent Church 
tioat mupudge or none : Tor fay they , if the andent Church had-
power Jo hath ue preftnt : and if the ancient Church had M*£ 
l>o» of the truth, haw Ml we know it but by the prefent ? V 
answer, i . We may know it by the Records of thofe times 'far 

furer 
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furer theaby the reports of men without writing; Conrrover-
fie> or numerous myfterious points are forrily carryed in toe 
memories, efpccialiy of the moft, even of the Teachers. And 
for the Records, one diligent skilfull man will know more then 
ten thoufand others. One B*ronius% Albafpina»s, Vetav as , 
among the Papifts, and one Vflier, Blondell,Salmafttts, Gatakfr* 
&c. among the Protelhnts, knew more of the mind of an­
tiquity , then a whole Country befides, or perhaps then fome 
Generall Councils. 

2. Weil / but i f you appeal to the greater number, to them 
fhall you go. You muft be tried by the prefent Church ; W ny 
then you are condemned. Is it the leffcr number,or the great­
er, or the better that muft be judge ? You will not fay the lei* 
cr , as fuch: I f you do, you know where you are. I f you fay, 
the Better part fhall be judge: who (hall be Judge which is the 
Better part? weareready to prove the Reformed Churches the 
Better part: and if we do not,we will give you the day, and lofc 
our caufe. But I fuppofe you will appeal to the Greater parr. 
Content I Then the world knows you are loft. The Greeks, 
Mofcovites.Armenians, Abafiincs.and all other Churches \nAfi*, 
Africa Europe arc tar more then the Papifts t and your own 
pens and mouths tell us that thele are againft you Many or 
themcurfeyouasHereticksorSch lfmat.cks; the reft of the* 
know you not,or refufe your government.They all agree againtt 
your Popes univerfall Headftiip or Soveraignty, andfo againu 
the very form of your new Catholick Church : So that: tfie 
world knows the Judgement of the far ^ ^ J ^ * £ ^ t 

anson earth to be againft you in the roain,fo that you lee w 
you get by appealing to the Catholick Church. 

But I know you will fay .that ail thefe are Schifrnaticks, or He 
reticks,and none of the Catholick Church: But they fay •« 
bwou.fomeofthem, and all of tbem abhor your charge • 
how do you prove it ? and who (hail be Judge whether they, 
y^ubethVCatholickChurchr You tell 
and of twenty tales that are good i f you may be• J ^ f / L c f . 
felvcsjbut fo do they fay as much which «• good i f t hey^ J* I 
When we offer to d i lu te our cafe withyou you a* « 
flail be fudge, and te l lusf^ CathoUck Church 
But whototllbe Judge between you and them which is tn 

file:///nAfi*
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th jiick Church ? you will no; let us be J udges in our own caufe, 
and why then fhould you r Are we Proteftants the lejfer number 
as to you ? fo are you to all the reft that are againft ) ou. And 
what rcafon have we to let the lejfer number Judge over the 
Greater ? [ f ftill you fay, becaufe you are the Better, let that 
be fir ft tryed •, but no reaion you (hould there alfo be the 
Judges. 

So that the cafe is plainly come to this, Either the Pdpifls mttfl 
ftand to the Greater number, and then the controverfie is at 
end : or they muft fhamefully fay, we will not difpute with 
you, unlep we may he the fudges our felves, theugh the fewer. 
Or 'elfe they mutt lay by their talk of a Judge, and difpute i t 
equally with us, by producing their evidence,which we arc ever 
ready for. 

C H A P . X V I I I . 

Detect. 9 . T H E moft common and prevalent Deceit of the 
J. Papifts is, by ambiguous terms to deceive thofe 

that cannot force them to diftinguijh,and to make jsu believe they 
mean one thing, when they mean another, and to mock^ you with 
cloudy wnds. I (hall here warn you to look to them therefore 
efpectally in three terms, on which much of their controverfies 
lies,that is, the words Church, Pope, and Council. For there'* 
but few underftand what they mean by any one of thefe 
words. 

i . When you come to difpute of the Church with them, fee 
that you agree firft under your bands of the Definition of that 
Church of which you difpute. And when you call them to De­
fine i t , you will find them in a wood, you will little think how 
many feverall things it is that they call [the Church 0 F o r 

example, fometirae they mean the whsle Body, Paftors and People: 
but more commonly they mean only the Pafters, which are the 
farfmalleft part. And fometirae they mean the Church Reall:and 
fometiraes only the Church Reprtfentative, as they call it in a Ge-
nerall Councill. But whether they mean the Pallors cr People, 
they exclude all faving the Pope of his fubje&s, and fo by the 
£ c W c i > ] mean but a fart or feci. Sometime in the Queftion 

L about 
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about Tradition, fome of the French take the [Church] for the 
community, fas fathers deliver the dodrine of Chrift to their 
children,e^c.)And fometime they take it in its Political! fence,(or 
a holy fociety,confifting of a vifible Head and members : But then 
they agree not of that Head, fome fetting the Pope highefl,. 
and fome the Conncill. But frequently they take the word 
{Church} f ° r t n « fuppofed Head alone, as in moft queftions 
about Infallibility, Judging o f Controverfies, expounding 
Scripture, keeping of Traditions, defining points of faith, &c 
They fay, The Church mufl do thefe : but commonly they mean 
the fuppofed Head: And one part mean a Generall (fwncilkznA the 
Jefuites and Italians^rdpredominant part do mean only the Pope : 
fo that when they talk of the whole Catholick£hurch,md call you 
to its Judgement, and boaft of its Infallibility (you would httle 
think itjthey mean all this while but one poor finfull man-.^nd Tuch, 
a man as fometime hath been more unlearned then many of 
your fchool boys of twelve or fourteen years of age h and 
fometime hath been a Murderer, Adulterer, and ( i f General 
Councils, or the common vote may be believed) an Here-
tick, an Infidel, an Incarnate Devil. This man is their 
Churches Gretfer,Bellarmine, and the reft: of that ft rain profefs. 

So that if you do but force them to define and explain what 
they mean by the Church, you wil l either caufe them to open 
their nsRednefs, or find them all to pieces about the very fubjeCt 
qf the Difputc. 

2. So alfo when they ufe the name of [a Pope"} in difputation, 
make them explain themfelves, and tell you (in a Definition) 
what they mean by [a Pope.} For, though you would think 
this term were fufficiently underftood, yet you fhall find them 
utterly at a lofs, and all to pieces about i t . Let us consider 
diftindly of the Efficient, Matter, and Form. i . As to the 
efficient caufe of their Pope, there muft concur a Divine Inftit^ 
tion (which they can no where (hew,) and a call from man \& 
Nemo dat ejmdnon habet, what man or men have power to make 
a Head to the Catholick Church.) But whether they will call it 
an efficient Caufe, Ot only a Caufit fine qua mn, EleUionand 
Ordination muft go to make a Pope. Now cither they -mil F u t 

thefe into their Definition^ or not. I f not, know of them whether 
a wan without Election and Ordination majhh Pope'. I f fo, wba^" 

• ; " ' - makes 
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makes him one f I f 'Pctfejffion, then he that can conquer Rome,znd 
fit down in the chair is Pope S I f not pojfeJJion,wkn then? and why 
may not any man fay,I am Pope ? well: butdoubtlefs tbey will 
tell you that Election, or Ordination^ botb,is Neceffary. I f fo, 
then firft for Eletlion, is it Neceflary to the being of a Pope, that 
fomecertain perfonsElefb who have the Power, or will any Eleftors 
ferve whofoever ? I f any will ferve, then every Monaftery or 
every Parifh may choofeaPope: I f there muft be certain Au­
thorized Ele&ors, fee that thofe be named in the Definition: or 
atlcaft declared. And then firft know whether thzfe Electors 
are impowered to that work by Divine LaW, or by Humane: I f 
by Divine, let them (hew it i f they can. In Scripture they can 
never find who muft choofe the Pope. And their Tradition ( i f 
that were a Divine law) hath no fuch precept, as appeareth by 
the alterations and divers wayes. And if it be but by a Humane 
Ecclefiafticall Canon, then it fecms the Tapacy is fo too : for the 
Power received can have no higher a caufe then the Power giving 
or authorizing. 

2. When you come to know who thefe Electors muft be, you 
open their nakednefs For firft if thsy fay,It muft be thcCardinals, 
ask them, where then was the Pope when there were no Cardi­
nals in the world ? And whether that were a Pope or not that 
was chofen by the whole Romane Clergie ? or whether thofe 
were Popes or not that were chofen by the People ? Or thofe that 
were chofen by the Emperours ? or thofe that were chofen by 
Councills} I f they tell you that it muft be the Romane Clergie; 

Know whether the Cardinals be the whole Romane Clergic, 
who are Bifhops of other Churches, or whether they are not 
meerly Titular,at leaft many of them ? And whether the People, 
the Councilor the Emperours were the Romane Clergy ? I f they 
would perfwade you, that either the people, or the Eraperour,or 
Council did not ele& the Pope, but only (hew whom the Ro-
rnane Clergy {hould eleft, interpofmg exorbitantly fome un-
juft force,with the Due Election, then all currant Hiftory cryeth 
fmme againft them, and we will lay the Difpute on that with 
them readily, though it were with Baronius himfelf. Nothing 
almoft is more evident in the Papal Fhftory, then that there have 
heen at leaft thefe five ways of election among them. Let them 
put k upon this iffqe with us when they will . 

L 2 I f 
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I f they allow of any of thcfe as valid, which ever it be (as they 
mutt, or give up their fucceffion^ then i . We would know 
by what Law of God the Emperour ©f Germany may choofe 
a Head for the Caibolick Church, any more then the Emperour 
Qf&abijfia, or the King of France or Spain ? 2. And we would 
know when the Emperour hath chofen one, and the Clergy ano­
ther ( i f not fomeothersa third) whether both were not true 
Popes, if both parties were authorized Electors r And i f yet the 
People choofe one, and the Romane Clergy another, and the 
Cardinals alone a third, and the Empero^r a fourth; and the 
Councill a fif th, muft all thefe ftanJ, or which of them,and 
why ? Or if they tell you that it muft be the particular Roman 
Church- then 1. I f the people of that Church choofe one,and the 
Clergy by major vote another, and the Cardinals a third, which 
is the true Pope? 2. And then the fucctffion is gone however : 
For they were no Popes that Emperors or Councils chafe. 

2. I f they (hall tell you that it is not Election but Confecrati-
on that makes a Pope, yea or that Confceration is of Ncceftity 
with Election; then 1. Demand of them whether it be anyone 
wbofoever that may Confecrate, or whether this high power be 
confined to certain hands'? I f any may fcrve, or any Bifhopj, 
then he that can get three drunken Billiops to confecrate him 
may be Pope. And then there may be an hundred Popes at 
once. But i f it be confined to certain hands,2. Let it be put down 
in the Definition, orat leaft declared who thofe arethat muft 
ordain orconfecratc him. 3. And if they fay, that Umstfi be only 
the Italian Bifhsps that muji confecrate, then 1. Know of them by 
what Law of God they have power to confecrate a Head to the 
univerfal Church,when all nations are agreed that quodpertintt ad 
cmnes,ab omnibus tra&ari debet. 2. And by what Law they can 
create or Generate a creature of a more noble fpecies then them-
felves, as i f a bcaft (hould beget a man ? Or whether this prove 
not,that as a Bifhop at firft was but Presbyter prima fedis, (like 
fore* man of a Jury ) and thence fprung an Arckbijbop, w t i 0 

was Epifocopusprim£ fedis, and thence a Patriarch., who was 
Archiepifcopns prima fedis ^ fo in prccefs of time, when Pruc 
grew riper, the Pope grew to be Patriarch* prima fedts D U ^ 
not til l long after, the Head or Governor of the *ntv'r'' 
fall Churchy nor Patriarch*. P atr i ar char urn \ no more tne^ 
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the Archb fbop or Bljh ps were at firft Epifcopi Eplfcopo-
7HTH. 

But if they can {hew us no law of God empowring thefe >'peci-
all confecrators, any more then others, then wheie is the Papacy 
that dependeth cn it } There is nothing in Scripture to empower, 
the Italian Bifhopsany more then the Gallicane, Germane, or 
Afian, to Confecratea Head for the Catholick Church. 

5. But fuppofe there were, yet we mult be refolvcd.whether • 
it be fome or all tjie Italian Bifhops that muft do it ? i f but fome, 
which be they? and how is their power proved ? / f a i l or 
any, then i . What (hail we do when fome of thctn. confecr? ce 
one Pope, and fome another, and fome a third, which hath fallen 
out : which of thefe is the Pope ? I f Confecration give the 
Power, then ail are Popes. 2. And ftill the Papal fuccefiion 
is overthrown while many Popes had no Confecration by Italian 
B.fh >ps. 

Thus you may fee what a cife the poor Jeruit; or Fryars will 
be in, if you put them but co inferc the neceffc/y E;edorsand 
Conlecrators m their D .-fmition ofa Pope. 

2. But Uttti not the worft, you muft re<juire them ts put his 
wceftry Qualification in the Defc ipiion. For if no Di fit ion. 
of the Matter -be neceiTiry, but ex quolihtt ligno fit mercunns 
Somanus, then a Jew or other Infidel may be Pope: wh ch 
7eZ7 r "? y ' r? A n d , f a n y Dif?°fiti»» of the fMtk be of nc-
I 7 1 l l ' e ^ ? p t i o n o f deform, then caufe them to put 
L l l I D }?• J ' 1 1 true Codling: and then 
a W e l l P ^ c y . 2 . 0 ; ins commonhonefiy ^ fobnety : ^ then 

^ 3 • , ° r ? i s le*'«'4 ~* and then: 
t h a f c p 4 J A "a ° ; h ; r s o f t h ™ own w,!l bear witnefs 

ano the r 8 0 W r Z U S ) *** ^ s fain to get-
sno her Com pope to fay h,s offices, ^though it happened that 
they could not ag-ee, and fo a third was chofen , and his ch< ic: 
aiu.Ked and a fourth chofen, till iherc mi fix chofen Popes alive, 
atonce.; 4 . I f a a e b c neceffiry, then the C hildren Popes (ore. 
atlealt; have interrupted the fuccefiion. f . Yea, if the M.' rcu-
hne Gender be but NeceOary, Pope tysn ha:h intenuntcd tie. 
iucceftion;yn!efs between forty or fifty of their own Hiftori-
ans deceive us. 6. t ut all this is the fmalleft part, the q^Uorn 

£.3 ia 
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is whether faith in Chrifi be o{Ne<effity to a Pope ? I f fo, then 
what wtll you fay to John the twenty third, that denyed the life 
to come, and to thofe tnat have been guilty of Here fie ? So that 
by chat time they have put the neceiTiry Qualification of 
a Pope into their Definition, you (hail find them hard put 
to it. 

3. But yet the worftis behind. They be not agreed about 
the very form of the Papacy. ¥ or Come fay, He is the Head of 

1 the Catholicise'hurch • But others with the General Councils 
or C on fiance and Bafil fay, that he is the Head only of the fingular 
members, but a fubjetl to the Catholick^Church reprefentedin a 
Council, which receiveth its power immediately fromChrift, fo 
that you may fee what a cafe they will be in, i f they be but 
forced to teii you what they mean by a Pope , and to Define 
him too. 

3- And i f they ufe the name of a General Council, call them 
to Define what they mean by a General Council: fome of them 
will fay, It mufi be a true Reprefentative of the whole Catholick 
Church: fo that Morally they are all Confenting to what is there 
done. But then the doubt remaineth whether there be aNe-
ceflity of any certain Number of B'fhops? I f not; itfeemsthe 
whole Church may agree that twenty,or ten,or two,or one (hall 
reprefent them, and be a general Council. But i f this muft not 
hold, then Muft All the Bijhops of the world be there, or oily fiffti 
and how many f Binnius faith, Vol. 1. pag. 313. that [_a Qtnt' 
ral Council is that where all the Bijhops of the while world may and 
ought to be prefent, nttlefs they be lawfully hindred, and in which 
none but the Pope of Rome by himfelf or his Legates, is wont W pre-
fide.} And vol. 3. pag. 229. It is when all the Church is mo­
rally Reprefented, the Pope frefiding.} But what a lofs are we here 
at ? 1 • How prove they that only Bijhops fliould be members of 
a Council, and not Presbyters ? 

2. But if that were granted them (without proof and contra­
ry to pradife) yet we are at a far greater lofs to know what 
aBifhop is that muft here be a member ? Is he only the PnmHs 
Presbyter or urn in a presbyteriepOr is he theRuler of a Presbytene, 
(they Ruling the people?) Or is he the fole Ruler of Pretbyters 
andpeople ? And is he to be in every Parifh where are dtW 
presbyters ? or only in every Clafjts or leffer Synod ? or on y 
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every County, orProvince ? Or (ball the old Rale ftand, that 
every C itj mufi have one ? I f fo, then arc not all our Corporations 
true Cities ? And fo by any of thefe Rules, -there have been few 
General Councils ,n the world. And what word of God is 
there why London, mrcefter, Canterbury fhould have Bifhops . 

r ^ and hundreds fuch ftiould have 
mnAA-r a1 ] l f l ^ v c r y of your Councils befo humane 
ana difordered, what is the Council conpofed of fucb ? As moft 
ot iftem ufe the term Bijhop, you would put them as hard to it to 
•Define a Btfbop almoft, as to define a Pope. 

gj But fuppofe they, help you over this rub, yet by their 
Definition, they null many General Councils, becaufe the Pope -
x t l t Z ^ t T ? / h e firft General Council it fe f Ntce r whatfoever they boldly feign to the contrary.; 
nr t „ f V . ^ u ! e ' e i t h e r w c n c v * r n a d 3 General Council, 
Trenr Z ! l a " t h e M S&** o f t h e C<>unci!of 
A r c ^ wrc but four, 
^ ^ ^ p f l f T ^ ^ A B'^ops, taking in t i t u l a r 

fourth Se/hon which Decreed to receive Tradition with equal" 
pious aflFeftmrlandreverence as the holy Scriptures, and which 
gave usaiaife Catalogue of the Canonical Books.thcrc were bat 
. n d t n r J d ? ^ t W ° C a / d i n a l 8 ' n i n e Archb fliopi (t i tuUr-

morally r e P r e 4 d f a T d w t h ' ' t r ™ t h e w h ° I c 

onewere all t h c B i i i frt ^ S f ' " T W °] f ° r t y 

of them ? Yea whether ,11 Tl*****£

h™At#h pare 
Afian , and other Churches could u A ^ there ? ^"urcaes. could and ought to have been 

cnurch«h moft of Chnfls Church, for far left fenlrs then 
« W f is g u . l t y o f : But how is this heavy centre p r 0 , 

S-Nay to make ftortofit.it.plain J.y this Definition that 
% W W C ^ . .s but a at leaft fince the dales 

when v 
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when the Church lay in a narrow room) and thst no fuch t n ' n S 
is to be expe&ed in the world. For i . I f all Bifhops, or halt 
come thither, what (hail their poor flocks do the while? 2. How 
many years muft they be travailing from America, Ethiop*-** 
and ail the remote parts of the Chrittian world e 3. So much 
(hipping, and provifion, and fo many thoufond pound a man is 
nccefTiry for the Convoy of many, that alas the poor Bifhops 
be not able to defray the hundreth part of the charge. 4- Abun­
dance of them are fo aged and weak, that they are unfit for the 
journey. 5. Their Princes are fome of them Infidels, and fome 
at wars, and will never give them leave to come. 6. They mult 
pafs through many Kingdoms of the enemies, or that are in wars, 
that will never fuffer them to pafs. 7. 3 he tedioufnefs, and 
hazards of the journey, with change of air is like to be the death 
of moft of them, and fo its but a plot to put an end to the Church. 
8. The length of General Councils is fuch f fome of them being 
ten years, and fome (as that at Trent) eighteen years) thatfo 
many Bifhops to be fo long abfcnt from home, is but to give up 
the Church to Infidelity or Impiety (unlefsthe Biftiops be fuch 
things as the Church can fpare. ) 9. When they come together, 
they cannot many of them underftand one another,becaufe: of tne 
diverfity of their languages. 10. And the Number would be io 
great, that ten or twenty Council-houfes or rooms would not 
hold them: fo that they could not Converfe in one Aflembly-
fo that a true General Council now, is but a name to amufe thoi 
that think the world is no bigger then a roan may ride over in 
weeks j'ourney. . 

6. And yet even this Definition of Binnius is ridiculous: 
For he makes it enough that all the Bifhops of the world may 
and ought to be there, whether they be there or not. But then 
what i f lazinefs or danger dctcrr them or detain them? Is c f i a J 
a Council where Bifhops ought to be and are not? How many 
mubdefac1obe?x&nitanjornone! Prove i f you can that forty 
Bifhops are a General Council, becaufe the reft ought to o 
there. And who fhall be judge of each mans cafe, wbetM* 
couldor ought w have been there? will you judge men M I 
they arehfard, or their caufe known? Your faying that tney 
ought to have been there, is no proof. • -. u^gd] 

And yet Binnius hath one exception [unUfi l*»lHll1m

QQQi 
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Goodf t i i i l I f ail the Biihops in die world be lawfully hin­
dered, it feemsit is a General Council when no body is there: 
You fee now whst you put the poor Papifts too,if you put them 
w define a General Councilor ie\i you what they mean by that 
word. 

And therefore I again advife you j let them not befool you 
with empty or ambiguous words. And when they are all to pieces 
among themfel ves,let them not make you believe they are united 
by agreeing in One word, when they are feveral things that are 
meant by that one word. 

C H A p. X I X. 

Detect, i o . \ 7 \ 7 Hen they go about from Councils or 
V V other Hiftory to prove the Soveraignty 

of the Pope, let them not cheat you by confounding, I . An humans 
Ordinance with a Divine : 2,. And an alterable point of Order with 
an unalterable effential part of the Church : 3. Or a meer Primacy 
in the fame Order or office with a Governing Soveraignty, or a differ 
rent Order or office. 

Firft therefore we would learn of them, whether the prehe-
n\inence and order of the five Patriarchal Sees, began not about 
the firft General Council to belookt after, but was fetled fome 
while after : For till there were General Councils ( fuch as were 
K> cal ed) there was no great occafion of determining which 
ihouldhave the firft,, fecond,or third feat. 

2. Or when ever the time was, yet we enquire, whether thefe 
otfter Sees as of ferufalem, Annoch, Alexandria,or fome of t hem 
were_not\Vatnarchal as f o o n a s ^ w , ? and whether Councils 
tnat lpeakof pnonty or pofteriority,do not in the fame manner, 
and on the fame grounds, and to the fame ends give Alexandria, 
and Anttoch, their places, as they give to Rome £he firft place ? 
r\a W J t h e m r P e a k i n 8 of them as mattersofthe fame 
Order and nature, f ay ing , / ^* (hall have che firft place or feat, 
Conftantinoplc the fecond , Alexandria the third, vfntioch the 
fourth, and ferufalem the fifth. 4. And therefore we enquire 
whether all thefe have not the fame kjid>/ right to their prehemi-
ntnee, whether it be Divine or Humane. And that the very fonn-

M ' dation 

file:///7/7
file:///Vatnarchal


> A l^ey for Catholicks. 

dation of this Patriarchal! order , yea of Romes Patriarchall 
Primacy, (which was the preparative to its univerfal Soveraign-
ty) was not a meer humane invention, given on occafion of the 
Iroperiall fcatat Rome, and not any inftitutionof Chrift to Pe­
ter and his SuccelTors, I defire you not to take from my word ; 

hut all that will not be fooi'd out of all Hiftoricall verity by 
Popift audacity, let them take R from the cxprefs words of the 
fourth great approved General Council, viz,, of (frilcedcn, which 
the p«or Jacobites and other Churches of the Eaftand South 
areib reproached for rejecting. In All. 16. Binnii pag. 134. 
thefc are their words [Definitions S axel or am Patrum fequentes 
ubiq\& Regulam, & qua nunc reletla funt i f X , Deo amantijft-
morurn Epi/coperurn, qui congregati funt fub pia memerU Impe-
ratore ma'pre Theodefio in Regia civitate Conflantinop. Nova 
Roma , cognofcentes efr noseadem definivimus de privilegiu ejuf-
dem SanBiffima Conflantinop. Ecclefia nova Roma. Etenim fedi 
Senioris Roma, propter Imperium civitatis illim (N. B. ) pa­
nes confequenter privilegiareddiderunt. Et eadem intentkne per-
tnoti 150. Deo amantiffmi Epifcopi aqua fantlijfima fedi nova 
Roma frivilegiatribuerunt, rationabiliter judicantes Jmperio & 
Senatu Vrbemornatam aquU Senioris Regia Roma privilegiis 
frui. ] i .C [We following alway the Definitions of the bolj fa­
thers, and the Canon, and knoning thofe that now have been read 
of the hundred and fifty Bijhops, mofl beloved of GoJ, that were 
Congregated under the Empersur of pious memory Theodofius 
the Greater,in the Royall C'uy Conftantinople ( new Rome,) have 
cur felves alfo defined the fame things, concerning the T>rivihdges 
of the fame mofl holy Church of Conflantinople, new Rome- For 
to the feat of old Rome, becaufe of the Empire of that Cityjhe F<*' 
thers confequently gave the Triviledges. And the hundred and 
fifty Bijhops mofl beloved of God, being moved with the fame inten • 
tien, have given equal7 Privi ledges to the mofl holy Seat ef New 
Rome: reafonablj judging, than the City adorned with the Enr 
fire and Senate, fhall enjoy equal Priviledges with old Regal 
Rome. ] 

I do not ftand to note that this Council was called by CMar» 
tian : that his Lay Officers were called the Judges, or how light 
theCouncil made of Rome when they faid [ £L*i contradiennt 
Ntfmanifunt: qui contradicunt Roroam ambulent} Bin. p.^>»-
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Nor do I (land fo much on it , that they gave Conftantinople 
equal privilcdgcs. But itmay confound all the Papal Juglers on 
earth to find an approved General Council affirming, i . That 
i?f>*?f.r Paviledges ( even its meer primacy ) were given by the 
Fathers. 2. And thai becaufe it was the Imperial City. 3. And 
therefore on the fame reafon they do the like by Conftantimple. 
4- And that the General Council of Conftant. had gone before 
them on thefe grounds; fo that you have the vote of two of the 
firf t four great General Councils, that it was not fo from the 
beginning, nor an Apoftolical Tradition, but the ad of the 
TaThers, became of the Imperial City. I f a General Council 
can err, Popery is a deceit. I f it cannot err, then the very Pri­
macy of order in the Pope was then but new, and humane, on 
a Carnal ground, done by man, that might do the like by others, 
and therefore undo this again. 

But fay they, Pope Leo confirmed nst this. Anfw. I . Still 
then the Church Rcprefentative it feems may err,and the Pope 
only is infallible. 2. Leo and his Delegates were offended at 
Anatolius histifing, and che equaling him with Rsme : but they 
never excepted one word (that ever I found ) ags'mft the faying, 
thatitttM/ becaufe of the Empire that Rome bj the Fathers had 
the Primacy given it. a r JL<w \ 

And the lleafon given by themfelves ConciLConjl*nt> Can. 5 . 
is, £ becaufe Conftantinople is new Rome] But Binnius faith 
that Rome receiveth not the Canons of this Council neither, but 
only their condemnation of Mscedonius. And he faith [ that 
every Council hath jufi fo much ftrength and authority as the Apt>-
ftelick^feat beftoweth on it. For ((aith he j , unlefs this be ad* 
mitted, no reafon can be given-why fome Councils of greater num­
bers of Bifhops were reprobated-, and others of a fmaller number 
confirmed] Bin. Vol 2. p. 515. 

What would you have more Sirs ? Do you not fee yet what 
the Popifh Catholick Church is • and what they mean when they 
mouth it out to you, and ask you whether your private Judge­
ment be fafcr or wifer then that of the whole Church, or of all 
the Chriftian world ? You fee they mean all this while but one 
man, whom Gretfer and others plainly confefs they call the 
Church. So that indeed it is General Councils, and all the Chri­
ftian world or Church that are the ignorant?fallible, and oft er-

M 2 ring 
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ring pare : and in is one man, (that fometime is reputed an 
incarnate Devi! by a General Council too ) that is the unerring 
Pillar of the Church, and wifer then all they. Do you not lee 
that they make ameer nothing or mockery of General Coun­
cils, any further then they pleafe the Pope ? And can you expect 
that anv thing fhould pleafe them that isagainlt his Greatnefs, 
or, as -Julius the fecond ca!Is i t , [ his holding the place of the 
great God, the CMaker of all things,and all Laws? ] What a vile 
abufe is it then of the Pope to trouble the world by the meetings 
and Confultations of General Councils, when he can fit at Rome 
and contradict them infallibly, and Good man, is fain to lave 
the Catholick Church from the Errors that General Councils 
(the Reprefentative Catholick Church ) would elfe lead them 
into : and therefore could he not with lefsado infallibly make us 
Laws, Canons, and Scriptures without them ? For fure that 
which the Pope can do againfi a General Council, he can do 
without them. I f he can Infallibly contradict a General Council, 
and Infallibly Rule us contrary to their Judgement, he may no 
doubt Infallibly Rule us without them. And therefore of late 
times they have learnt fo much wit, that you may lock long 
enough before you fee a General Council. And I W j c 

Council of Conflance were no better Prognofticators then 
liam Lilly, nor no more erTedtuall Lawgivers then a r Tyler, 
when they Prognofticated or Ordained Decennial Councils • 
And I will be judged by all the world. 

And here alfo you may fee what account the Papilrs mane 
even of the firft General Councils. Its ail one with t h e m t° 
judge others Hereticks for contradicting efpecially the four nrit 
General Councils ( compared to the four Evangelifls) as tne 
Scripture i tfelf-and yet ( who would have thought i t ; tney 
profefsthemfelvesto reject the Canons or Decrees of both tbeie, 
the firft of Conflantinople, and that of Calcedon in parr. -

And now 1 think on it , by this priviledge I cannot fee 
the Pope is priviledged from all poffibility of being an Heretic* 
perfonally. But thefe things are on the by, 1 return to the po.^ 
in hand,which is to prove to you ,that not only the Rom-in • 
verfal Monarchy and Vice-godhead, but even its P*"1*' 
Primacy was no Apoftolical Tradition,but an Humane!im 
tion, founded on this Confederation, that Rome was toe i m p ^ 
Seat and City. 


