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. 2. There were Churches in Exglind before the Roman Pow-
er was here owned : And therefore if it was a fin to change,
the firff change wasthe fin, when they fubjected themfelves o
you ; and not the later, in which they returned to their ancient
ftate: ,

~ 3. And for the Germanes or- Eaglith or whoever did relin-

quith you, they have as good reafon for it, as for the rﬁelmqmﬁ.\-

ing of any other fin. If they did by the unhappinefs of ill

education or delufion, fubmit to the ufurped Soveraignty of

the Pope they had no reafon to continue in fuchan error. _Re'-
pentance is not a Vice, whenthething Repented of is a vice..

Juflifie therefore yourufurpation, or elfe icis in vain to be an-

gry with us for not adhering to the vfurper, and the many

corruptions that he brought into the Church.

Cuapr. XXIL

Detelt: 13, | Nother deceit thac they mamge wich great :
confidence , ischis; fay they, Ifthe Chu-ch e 4
of Rome be the true Churclr: then yours is ot the true Church,
and then yon are Shifmaticks in [eparating from it: Bus the Charch .
of Rome ssthe true Chaurch ; For you will confefs it was osce a:
tr#e Church + when Paul wrote the Epiftle tothe Romans: and
if it ceafed to bea true Church , tell us when it ceafed, if youn:
can i If it ceafed 1o be 4 true Church-, it Was esther by hes
refic , or Schifm or Adpoftacy : but by none of thefe = there:
fore, &c. % e
A man would think that children and women {hould fee the -
palpable fallacy of this Argument ; and yet I hear of few that
the learned Papifts make more ufe of. Bur to liy open the.
fhame of it in brief I anfwer 1. The deceit licth in the ambiguity. -4
of the word[ Charch.JAsto cur prefent purpofe, obferve thic. ]
it hach thefe feveral fignifications. 1. It is taken ofc in Scri-.
pture for one particalar Chaurch , affociared for per[onal commuy --
onin Gods Wt)r/bipa And thus there were many Churches in a.
Countrey, as 7udea, Galatia, ¢, 2.1t istaken by Ecclefiufti-
cal writers often for an Affuciatien.of manyof thefe Churches for
Communion by their Paflors ; fuch as were Diocefan, Provincial, .
T PR Nationali
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National Churches; whercof moft werethen ruled by Affem

blies, where a Bifhop, Archbifhop, Metropolitsn or Patriarck
(asthey calledihem ) did prelide.  3.1Itis taken oft in Scrip-
ture for the Body of Chrift, the boly Catholick or Univer[al
Church contaiping alltrae Belicvers as myfiical , or all Profef-
fors of true faith as wifible. 4. It istaken by the P.piflsoft for
one particular Church which is the Miftris or Ruler of all ether
Chunrches,

Andnow I cometo apply thefe in anfwer to the argument.
1. If the Queftion be of a rrae particular C burch, we grant
you that the Church of Rowse was atrve and noble Church ,
in the daies of Paul and long afcer ; and thus Pasl owneth it
in his Epifile as a true Church. And to the queftion when it
cealed (o be a true Church : Ianfwer, 1, What matter is it (0
us whether it be reafoned or not any more then whether Corinth,
Ephefus, Colofs, The[alonica, ot ferufalem be true Churches
orceafed ? Incharity weregard themall : but otherwife what
isit to the faich or falvation of the world,whether Reme or any
one of thefe be yet a true Church,or be ceafed? I know rot
well whether there be any Church at Colefs or Philippi,or fome
other places chat had then true Chorches : And doth it there-
fore follow that Tamnot a troe believer 2what would you fay
to fach a fellow that fhould argue thus concerning other Chur-
ches , as thefe men do of Rome? and fay, €. g. [ If Philipp's
be a trae (hurch | then England are notraeC burches , If isbe
not, when did it ceafeto be atrue Church?] Would you not &0
fwer him, [ What i it to me whether Philippi be a true Church or
nor? Maynot we and they be both true Churches ? How prove yo#
that ® Andwhether it be ceafed or not ceafed, doth no whit concer®
my faith or [alvation , further vhen as my charity is to be exer”
cifedtowards them ] So fay we of Rome: It was a tru€ parti-
cular Churchin the Apoftles dayes.And if it be ftillatrue Church

what hinders but we may be fo to # But whether it be o o %,

is little to me. It concerncth not my faich or Salvation t@ k"":’
whether there be any fuch place as Kome on earth, or W ube
ir were confumed long ago. 1f a man were fo fimple 35 10

lieve a report that Rome W2s defltroyed by Charls of Bam‘bgna,

ard pever inhabired, or had a Pope fince, f Virgi-
Heretick as Popz Zachary and Bifhop Boiface madeo 1;';%;
bl
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lins for holding there be Antipodes (though furcher from the
South. ) . ¢ :

2. Andif you take the word [ Church ] in the fecond fence,
for a D.ocefan or Patriarchiall Church, or Affociation of Char-
ches; fuppofing fuch forms proved warrantable,the fame anfwer
ferveth as to the firft. :

3. But ( to come to the true ftate of our Controverfie )

If by [ atrue Church ] vou mean eicher of the two laft, that’

is, 1. Thewhole Univerfal (burch: or 2. A Miftris Cb”f‘fl’
that muft Rale all the reft, it was never fucha true Churchi tn
Panls dayes. 3

And therefore here we turn this argument of the Papifts
againft themfelves. If the Church of Rome were neither the
Whole Cathelick Church | worthe Miftris of all other Churches
when Paul wrore bis Epiftle 1o them then st is not [0 now, wor 0_".!;"
10 be [0 accounted. But the formeris p-eved: 1. That the Church of
Eome was vot the whole ((atholick Church then,no man thats well
in his wits can doubt, that reads what a Church there was at
fernfalem what a Church at Ephefns,and Philadelpbia,Smyrna,
Thyatira,Laodicea, Cerinth, and 2bundance more. Prove that
all or any of thele were parts of the Church of Romeif you can,
2.Where dothPasl once name them either the Catholick Charch,
or the Miftris er Raler of all Charches ? or give the leaft bine
ofany {uch thing? or mentionany Pope amorg them whom
the whole world was to take to be their Soveraign Head ? Isit
not anincredible thing that Pasl ( and allthe Apoftles) would
forget to make any mention of this priviledge,or teach them how
to ufeit, or teach other Churches their duty in obeying the
Church of Rome,ifindeed they had been made theMftris Churchy
Men that can believe what they lift,may fay what they lift. - But
for my part | will never chink fo bardly of Pasland all the Apo-
ftles, as to accufe them offo great oblivion or negligence. And
therefore I conclude, Rome was neither the Univerfal Church,nor
the Miltris Church then (nor many an age after ) and therefore
itisnot fotobe accounted now. So that you fee bow eafily
this filly Argument fhews its (hame. THINS

But ( thoughit concern not our main queftion ) 1 {hall tell
them further, that the Aatrer of the Roman Church muft be
diftisguifhzd from its New Political Form. Tor the Mdttt;g
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fo many of its members as ate zrwe Chriffians | are part of the
Carholick. Church of Chrift, though mﬁ the,wlﬂolelz Am{ for
the form, 1. Thercis the form of its feverall parts, and the fom’
of the whole. The form of any parts of the Roman Churchy
that are Congregations or particular Churches of true Chriffi
ans, may make thofe parts true Churches : thatis , there may
bg many a true Parith Church that yet live under the Papall
Yoak. Butasto the Politicall form of their Roman Cathol-ck:
Church, as it isa Body Headed by one clasming an Univer[all
Minarchy, fo the formis falfe and Antichriftian, and therefore:
the Churchas Papel/,mult be denominated from shis form ; and
can be no better.

And this is our true anfier to.the queftion,whether the Church
of Rome be 4 true Church? Thereare I doubt not among them
many athoufand trme members of the Cathslick, Ckarch, and
there may be true particalar Charches amongthem, baving true
Paftors and Chriftian people joyned for Gods worthip (though
i doubt there is but few of them but do fearfully poliute it:
and Iam confident that falvation is much more care and difficuic
wich them,then it is with the Reformed Catholicks;yet that many
among them are true Chriftians and faved,I am fully perfwaded,
efpecially when I have read fuch writings as Ger/oss, Guil.Pari=
fienfis, Ferus, Kempis,&c.) AndI[ think the better of Bc/far -
wine himfelf for faying of Kempiss de imitarione Chrifti [ Ego
certe ab sdolefcentia & u(q; in [eneitam hoc opnfculum [apifimd
volvi, O revelvi @ femper mibi xovum apparsit, ¢ nyAc etian
mirifice cordi meo [apit.  Bellarm. de Scripter. Eccl.pag: 298. |

But the Popc as 4 presended Univerfal Monarch & 4 faife
Head, and confequently their Papall Church,as [nch, 15 afalle
Antichriftiun Church, and no true Church of Jelus Chritt.

And ( by the way ) T'conceive you are thus to underftand
clanfe in a late oath of Abjuration drawn up by the laft parlia-
ment to be offered to the Papifts, viz. that [ the Chusch of ROTE
35 wor the trwe Church ) thatis, 1. Nor the whole C atholic :
Charch, butpartofit , asthey are Chriftisns. 2. Nor i
Church at all as Papal, and fo formally as the Now kom'ft
Charch.. But all thisis little to cur main Quellior-
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Canp. XXIII

Deteét. 14. ANo:her great Endeavour of the Papiftsis, ro
make men belicve that they only have a fix- K

ednefs, unity, sonfiffency and feslednefs in Religion: bus we ave 1
Fill at wncertainty and to feek , incoberens, rot tyed together by
any certain bond | bnut [Lill upon divifions , and #upon change s
Acd they inftance thus [ 4 while ago you were Epifcopal, and ]
then Presbyterian , and wow yon are mothing , bur everyonegoes |
bisown way : A while ags yon worfhipped God in one manner,in ‘
Baptifing, Marrying, Burying, Common Prayer,the Lords Sup- |
per; and now jyou have all new. Wheress the Church of Eng- - !
land %W ? fome of you are for one Government , and fome: for 1
|
|
|

another : the Lutherans have [uperintendents s the (alvinifts
are Preshyerians . And what names of reproach dothe Epifcopal
geve the Preshyterians ? and the Presbyrerians take them o be An-
vichriftian. Some of yeu are Arminians , fome Calvinifts 5 fome
Jay Chrift dyed for all, and fome (ay o 5 fome are for Faftification
only by (hrifis Paffive Righteoufnefs , and fome alfo by his
.sf%iw;J with other fuchdifferences even in thefe fundamentalt
posnts., : 158

! repeat their words juft as I have heard they make ufe of
themwith che people, and now I fhall open the deceit of them in
particular Anfwers to each part.

And 1. For the matter of unity, T have fpokenof it before,
and dare leaveit to all the world chat are judicions, whether ~ 1
the Papifts or wearemore unanimous,or more divided. Only J
to the Inftances of divifion, I fhal| fpeak further now. 1. For |
the matter of Church Government | we are all agreed in the
fubftance of it ( excepra very few ftraglers;) Asconcerning the
duty of Penitence, Confel’ﬁon, Re&ituni(;n, Contrition , ant
of the ¢Xcommunicating the obftinate, and Abfolvingthe: pe.
nitent,¢5c.All this we g greeis the duty of the Presbyters;and we
agree that thefePresbycers may have a Prefident;only fome thigk
that the Prefident is ¢7%[dem ordinss of the fame order, differi
butin degree,and hath g power jure divins, but what the Pref-

tershave,but only the exercife is refteained a5 to the Presby-
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ters, by men, but others think that the Prefident 1s a Bifhop
eminently of another order, having not only the exercife, but
the power above the Presbyters.” And is this difference fo
great abufinefs ? And do not thefe cheaters know,that if for
this they would reproach us, they muft do fo by themfelves?
Know they not thatamong their own Schoolmen there-is the
famedifference , orin moft points the fame? And know they
not that if differences in Ceremonies or Modes fhould uncharch
us, or difgrace us, it would fall as foul on the whole Cacholick
Church,and thatinthe very primitive times?Did they never read
of the difference between the Afian and the Roman Churches
aboutthe celebration of Eaffer day, and how Polyerates and
the reft did plead Tradition againft the Church of Romes Tradi-
tion ; and how Ireness did reprehend the Bifhop of Romse for his
uncharitable cenfure of «the Churches for fo fmall a diff:rence ?
And how Polycarp and Awicetns Bithop of Rome could not agree,
as building upon contrary Traditions : but yet maintained Chri-
ftian peace; as Enfebius out of Jrenans his Epiltle to Fidter
telsus, lib.§5. Hiff. Eccl.cap. 26. And the Englith and Infh
Churches long after that adhered to the Afian way ; evenaftet
the Councill of Nice had ended thecontroverfie on the Roman
fide. And who knows not how many more controverfies greater
then thefe of ours have been among the Churches of Chrift,
without their unchurching or d:fparagementto Religion.

And for the Do&rinal Controverfies mentioned , moft of
them lie morein words then inferce, and all of them are far
from the foundation , though they be about Chrift, who 15 the
Foundation. If one of your pi&ure-drawers miftake the comple-
xion of Chrift, or ifone fhould fay he was not buried in 2 fheet,
thefe arecrrours about Chrift thatis the foundation, and Y€
far from the foundation. Thofe of us that fay Cbriff died for
sll, and thofe that fay be dyed not for all, do agreeds }"’h"_f
School-men do, that be dyed for all, as to the [ufficiency of bt
death and price: but be dyed not for all as to the aﬂ#ﬂl/ tﬁdﬂi;
ency of pardon and [alvasion : Is not this your do&rine ? 3“.[ %
not thisours? and are not you &s much difagreed about {11
we ? whatelfe meant the late decifion againft the Janfent™ J
and what meaneth the prefent perfecution of chem in i’{‘”",or
And yethave you the faces to make thisa reproach ofus?An i
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the righteonfne[s of Chrift,we are commonly ggreed that it is both
bis Obedience and Paflion chat we are juftified and (aved_by:
though we sre not all of amind about the reafon of their fe-
veral interefts ; which difference is {o far from unchriftening us,
that it makes 0o confiderable odds among our felves, who are
cenforious enough in cafes of d:fference. ;

And for different forms of worthip, furethefe men do wil-
fully forget what a number of Offices and Mafs books have
been among themfelves and other Charches? and what arum-
ber of Letanics or Licurgies of feveral ages and Churches they
have given us in the Biblistheca Patram « but more of this anon.
- 2. Andas for the changes and unfixednefs which they charge
us with, we are conreated that 1, Qur principles. 2.And our
prackifes be compared with the Papifts, and thenlet even mo-
deft and judicious encmies be judges which of usare more fix-
¢d, or more mutable. 2

1. For our Principles : we take only Chrift to be the chief
Foundation of our Faich, and hisinfp red Prophets and Apoftles
to bethe fecondary foundation : whereas the Papifts build
upon many a moft ungcdly ignorant man , becaufe he is
the Pope of Rome, And which of thefeis the firmer founda-
tion? '\

2. We take nothing for our Rale but the fure word of God
contained in the holy Scrintures:but the Papifts take the Decrees
- of all Popes and Councils fur their Rule : 0ur Rule they con-
fefs to- be Divine and infallible : Their Rule we affirm to be
humane and fallible. Which then is like to be more firm ?
Our Rule ( tbe facred Scripruresin the Originall languages ,
asto the words, and the matrer of them,as tothe femce ) the Pa-
pifts themfelves confefs unchangeable ; but whether they will
fay as much of their own, 1 will try by two or three Inftances.
1. What ao alter:tion Pope Sixrus, and Pope Clement made
inthe Vu'gar Latine Bible, whichis one pirt of cheir Rule,
Itold you before, and Dr. Fames his Bellum Papale will teil
youthe particulars. 2. Theother part is their Decrees, of
which Pope Leo the tewh 1n Bulla contr. Lath. in Binnins
paze 65 5. faith [ the holy Popesour predeceffors never erredin
shesr Canons and Conflitusions | And  yet bear what Pope

{nlsus the fecoud faith in bis General Councill at the Late-
: P3 gane
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rane with their approbation, (ant. pragmat. [anlt. mowitor. 4
Binsins, vol. 4u pag. 560. [ Though the Inftitntions of fdcred o
Canons,bnly Fathers,and Popes of Rome - and sheir Decrees
be judged immurable, as made by Divine Infpiration ; yct the Pope
of Rome, who,thongh of unequal merits, boldeth the place of the
Eternal King,and the Maker of all things, and all Laws onearth,
may abrogate thefe Decrees when they are abufed. ]

Youfee here from the mouth of Infallibilicy it felf (if the
Roman faith have any ) of what continuance we may judge
their Immutable Décrees to be of, whichare madeas by Divine
infpiration : they are Immnrable till the Pope abrogate them, who
being in Gods place, though of uncqual merits (O humble con-
feflion ! ) isof power to doit. « : !

3. Webavea Rale that was perfelted by ( brift and his eApo-

Jfles, to which nothing can be added, and therefore we are ac

a Certainty for our Religion: for we have a fureand perfe@ '
Rule from Heaven. Nothing may be added to it, or taken from f
it. Bae the Papifts do profefs chat the Determinations of the i
Pope or Councill may make a point (and fo five thoufand points, :
for thereis no certain number ) to be de fde articles of faith, and !
neceflary to falvation, thoughnot i f¢, yet gaoad wos, s to us. !
( And whatitis for a Law to be obligatory s» /e, and not gssad ;
nos, is hard to underftand. ) So that the Papifts never know ’
when their faith is perfe® and grown to its full {tature. For '
oughit they know a thoufand more Articles yet may be added-
And yet thefe men of uncertain growing faith, have the face to
perfwade men that we are mutable, and they are fixed. You fee
our feveral Principles : now to our Praftices.

For our part, 1. Wenever changed our Head, our Lord, our
Faith, or one Article of our Faith : if malice it felf be able to
chargeus with changing the fmalleft Article of our Faith, let
them fay their worft : we change not our Rule, the holy Sert”
ptures, nor one claufe or fentence of it, buc endeavour ¢
prefervation of the fame, which at the firlt we received. In our b
coatefts with the Papilts, our greatoffenceis at their mutation ‘
from the antient Role and way; we contend but for the f‘“‘, o
once delivered to the Saints : the old way with usisthe gwd'”g‘é .
we abhor a Religion that is new fprung up, or is lefs tbf‘I’F e
thoufind five bundred and fifcy years ftanding at lea .chaﬁ ge
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: in any thing, it is but by repenting of our former change-
;glacr:x%?s whilz our Nation wasyPo;ﬁﬂl; baving then changed from
the Apoftolick fimplicity, we change from that finful change,
and return to the antient way again.. And if we have made any
further changes fince our firft change at the Reformation, it is
but a perfecting the change to Antiquity, and Apoftolick fim-
plicity which we thenbegun. Reme was not builtina day, and
is not pulled down in a day. The work of Reformation is but ore
change, though it be not doneall at one time. If we find fome
fpots of Romifh dirt upon s, that efcaped us at our firlt wath-
ing, itisno dangerous mutsbility yec to wafh it off. If a man
converted by faving grace be not perlectly rid of ali his former

fin the firft day of his Converfion, fhouid he be reproached as

mutsble for ftriving againft it all his life afcer, and cafting it off

by degrees as he is able?If a man did but recover by degrees from
the relicks of his difeafe they will nor thercfore reproach him as
mutab'e? If he fweep the duft or dirt out of his houfe every day,

they willnot fay, He is mutable and knews ro: where 1o reft..

Thefe men might as well reproach us as mutable, becaufe we rife

in the morning and do not ftill licin bed;or becaute we go to bed:

at night, and do not ftay up flill. :
But what is it that weare changeable in? we have changed
none of the fubftance of worfhip : did we: baptize before, and

do we notfo ftill » Did we pray or admisifter the Lords Supper
before, and do we not fo 1] > whatisthe change? why, 1. We
before ufed the commor Prayer book and now we donst. 2. B tfore:

we #fed prayers ar the bs 7ia'of the dead, which now are omitied,

3. Before we ufedthe Crof; ang Surplice,and kneeled at the Sacra--

ment, which srenow omitted.  Augdsihar shen 2 therefore we have
Fhﬂ”gf’d‘ oY Rf[‘gwﬂ'-v Evgn as a man chargeth hiscloaths by
brufhing them, or hishoure by fweeping ic, or his face by wafh-

ing it. Do thefe-men think us fo fottifh asto place our Religion.
in thefe Circomftances » God hath bid us Eray. continnally: but.
be hath not told us whether we fhaflufe a- Prajer book.or not,
but left that to mens neceffigies or conveniences to derermine of..
And dotha man change his Religionor Worfhip of God, if pe:
either begin or ceafe to ufea Book > If any man hiad o lirde wir
or Religion, as to place their Religionin a Praver book, its ne:

8reat lois co them if chey bave loft their Religion, when the

Brayem
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Prayer book is taken from them. We doubt not but Prayer
books are profitable to fome, and hinderances to others: fome
fhou!d ufe them, and fome fhou!d pot : bnt whether we ufe them,
or not ufe them, is no part of our Religion at all, but a meer
Accident, or common help and appurtenance. God hath not
told preachers wherher they (hail ufe any Notes for their memo
ry in Preaching : to one itis an binderance ; toanother an kelp.
Doth a man change his Religion whea be changeth acuitome o
ufing Notes 2 God hath rot told us what Chaprer W€ fhall read,
or what P/alm we thail fing, or what Text W€ {hall Preach on
this day or that day. What if one age think it beft that fome
Paftors give Laws to all the reft,that they fhall read no Chaprer,
preach on no Texe,and fing no P fu/m but by their dire&ion: an
;he nextage think it meeter to leave it to each Minifter,as think-
ing it unfit to Ordain fuch Minifters that have not wit enoughi to
choofe their Texr, or Chapter, or Pfalm according to cccafions.
Will you fay thac here is a change of Religio1 ? Thefe outfide
Hypocrites teil the world what a thing they take Religion to be,
_:md in what they place it, What if one man ufean hour-glafs
in preaching, and another vfe none? What if one read a Cl}ap'
ter with fpc&acles,and another without ? or if one preach in &
Pulpit, and another below : of if one preach ina white garment,
or another in a black : or if one ftand at the Sacrament, and
another fic, and another kneel : Are we therefore of feveral
Rel gions ? or is this any parc of the worfhipit felf ? Do we not
all now either ftand, fit,or kneel at the hearing of a Sermon, &5
we pleale? Do we not kneel or ftand at Prayer as we pleafe?
Yea do not men commonly in finging P/a/msof Prayer or Praife
to God, fit or ftand as they pleafe ? And what if wedo foat
the Sacrament ? Isitnot all one? Or doth ftanding, kneeling
or fitting make another Religion, orany part of it? And for
Marryirg, Burying, Baptizing,and the reft, wehave altered £0
parc atall of the worfhipof God ; but order themin that ma%”
ner as feemeth moft convenient. What ignorant fouls a»nz.thc €
tha thiok chat the ufing a Prayer book, or praying witho 3
book, or che ufing this gelture, or thac, thefe wor ’,Or,d.w:
words that are to the fame fence, dothmake different ehgtolf;e
or Ordinances of worfhp? Thele are tricks that non€ 58
fotufhly ignorant will be deluded with, that know ’I‘é’e‘“‘gim
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Religion or worfhipis. They mayaswell fay, If I change my
Le&ure-day from Thur(day to Friday, thatl change my Reli-
gion or the worfhip of God. Thefe are our great changes.

Well ! will you now hear whether the Papifls or we be the
greatelt Changlings? 1, Some juft changes they have made
themfelves, that they know well enough are asgreatas ours.
It was {0 common in the antient Church to Pray osly Janding e
every Lords day, and not to kneelas allin any part of the wor[bip
of that day, that it was taken for an univerfal Tradition, and to
kneel was taken for a great fin, and condemned by General
Councils many bundred years after Chrilt ; and yet the Churqh
of Reme, and other Churches as well as we,have caft off this
pretended Tradition, violated this Decree of General Councils,
and forfaken this univerfal Caftom of the Church. And the
Papifts receive the Eucharift kweeling, for all this Law and
Cuftome. ;

In the primitive Church, and in Ter¢allians dayes, a Common
Feaft of the Church was ufed with the Lords Supper, aod the
Sacrament taken then. But now this Cuftom is alfo changed.
It was then the Cultom to fing ex tempore in the Congregation ta
Gods praife. But now Reme it felf bath no fuch Cuitom. It
was once the Cuftom to give Infants the Lords Supper : but now
Rome it felf bath caft off that Cuftom. Onceit was a Canox
that Bifbops muft not read the books of Gentiles, ( Concil. Car-
thag.4.) which yet Pas! made ufc of,and the Papifts now do too
much value. Abundance fach changes might be mentioned,great-
er then ours,in which we are juftificd by the Pspifts themielves.

2. Butthey bave yet other kind of changes then thefe. They
,hav_c changed the very Effence of ‘the (atholick {hnrch - (in
their efteem; ) they have changed the Officers, the Do&trine,
the Difcipline, the Worfhip, and whar not, as though they hed
been born for change, to turn all upfide down.

In the Primizive times, the Church had so univer[al Monarch
?, Chrift : but they have fer up a new nniverfal Monarch at

ome.

In the primitive times the Cathslick Churchwasthe Univey-
fality of Chriftians :and they bave cbanged it (0 be only the
[abiects of the Pope.

In the Primitive times Romsz Was bat a particalar Church, ?as
72
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fernfalers and other Churches were : but they have changed it,
€0 be the Miftris of all Churches.

For many hundred years after Chrift, the Scriprure was taker:
t0 bea (ufficient Rule of faith ; but they have changedictobe
but part of the Rule.

In theantient Charch all forts Were carneftly exhorsed to read,
or bear, and [Fudy the Scriptnre in a knswn tongue : but they have
changed this into a defperate refraine, procisiming it the caufe
of all Hercfies, ' b

In the antient Church the Bread and Wine was the Body and
Blood of Chrift Reprcﬁntagi-ve and Relative : but [hfy have
changed it into the 7es/ Body and Blood.

Heretofore there was Bread and wine vemaining afier the

words of Confecrarion : but they have changed fo, that there

remaineth neicher Bread nor Wine, but the qualities and quan-
tity, without the fubftance, and this muft be believed, becaufe-

they fay it, againft Scripture and Antiquity, and indefpighe of

fenfe it felf.

In the antient Church the Lords Supjer wasadminifired in:

both kinds, bread and wine to all: but they have lately changed

this into one kind only tothe people, denying them one half:

of the Sacrament.

Of old the Zords Supper wasbnt the Commemoration of the:

Jacrifice of Chrift uponthe Crofs, and a4 Sacrament of our Com-
munion with bim and bis members : but now they bave changed
it into a propitiatory facrifice for the fins of the quick and dead:
and in it they adore a piece of Bread as very God, with Divine:
worfhip,

Of old, men were taught to make Jasly confeffionof fin,and beg:

rdon,and when they bad done all, to confefs themfelves unpro--
fitable fervants : but now they are fo changed, that they preten
not only to be perfe without fin, and to Merit by the Condig-

- nity of their works with God, but to fupererogate and be more

perfe& then innocency could make them, by doing more then

their daty. i :
Of glg thofe things were acconnted fins deferving Hell, and

. needing the blood of Chrift for pardon, which now are changed:

. . ~ 2N ore:
into wemial fins, which properly are no fins, and deferveino i

thentemporal punifhment.. e
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Of old the Saints had n0 proper merizs to plead for themfelves ;
and now men bave fome to fpare for the buying of fouls out of
Pargatory.

Ofold the Paltors of the Churches were fubjec to the Rulers
of the Commonwealth ; even every fonl, not enlyfor wrath, ba:
for Confeience fake was obliged to be fubje :but now all the
Clergy are exempted from fecular Judgement, and yet the fecu-
lar power is fubje® to them : for the Pope hath power to depofe <\

Princes, and dfpoffefs them of their Dominions, and put others
in theirrooms, and diffolve the bonds of Qathsand Covenants,
in which the fubje&s were obliged to them, and to allow men
to murder them by ftabbing, poyfoning, ¢c. If you do not be-
lieveme, ftaybuttill I cometo it, and } fhall give you yet fome
further proof. .
Would you have any more of the Popith Changes? Why1 1
might fill a volume with them.Shohld I but recite all the changes :
they bhave made in Do&rines, and all that they have made
in Church Orders, and Difcipline, and Religious Ordersand
their Dilcipline, and in Worlhip, and Ceremonies, I thould be
over tedious : their very Liturgy or Mafl-book bath been chang-
ed, and made by changes, {uch abundance of additions it hath i
bad fince the beginning of it, What changes §ixtus the fift,and
Clemenslthe eighth made in their Bibles, I told you before : as : |
alfo whac changes they have had in the ele®ion of their Popes. '
And now I am content thatany impartial man be judge whe-
therPapifts or the Reformed Churches are the more mutable and
unfetledin their Religion ? and which of themis at the greater
certainty, firmaefs, and immutabiliry? : :

Cuar XXIV.

Detelt. 15. A Nother fraud of the Papifts, which they place :
not the lealt of their confidence in, is this: :

They per[wade the people thar our Charch and Religionis but new,

of the other dayes invention : and that theirs is theonly old Religi-

on. Andtherefore they call upon us to give them a Catalogue of ‘the .

profeflors of owr Religion in all ages 3 which they pretend ye cannos 3

Ao s and ask, s where our Church was before Luther ? ‘
: s To
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To this we {hall give them once more a brief, but fatistado-
ry anfwer. 1. We arefo fully affured that the oldeft Religionis
the belt, (fince the date of the Gofpell ) that we are contented
that our whole caufe do ftand or fall by this tryall. Let him be
clteemed of the true Religion, that is of the oldeft Religion.
Thisis the main difference between us and the Papifts : Weare
for no Religion thatis not as oldas the dayes of the Apoftles:
but they are for the Novelties and Additions of Popes and
Councils. Their own Polidore Virgil de Inven. Rerum, p. 410.
lib 8.c. 4, callingusa Se&, doth give you 2 juft defcrip:ion
of us [ Ira licentia pacta loguends, &c. ive. Having once gor
""'f’f to [peak , thar f¢ct did marvailonfly increafein a fhort time ;
which is called Ewangelicall, becanfe they affirm that no Law is
20 be reccived which belovgeth to falvation, but whar 4 given by
Chrift or the Apoftles. ] Mark what they confefs themfelves of
our Religion: And yet thefe very men have the face to charge
us wicth Novelty ; as if Chrift and his Apoftles were not of
fufficient Antiquity for them. Our main quarrel with themis,
for adding newinventions inReligion , and their principal bufi-
nefs againft usis to defend it,and yer they call theirs the o/d Re/i-
Lion, and ours the new.

Our Argument lieth thus.  That which is moft conform tothe
Dottrine and Pratticeof (briff and bis Apofiles, isthe truly An-
sient Religion and Church, But onr Religion and Church is moff
conform to-the doftrine and practice of the Apofbles :  therefore
it isthe sruly antient Religion and (Chwrch. The Major they will
vield : Fornoolder Religionis defirable , further then as the
Law of Natureand Moral Determinations of Geod are flill in
force. Ifuppofe they will not plead for Judaifm. For the Mi- -
nor, welay our caufe uponit , and are readyto produce ourf
evidence for the Conformity of our Religion and Churches 0
the do&rineand praQice of the Apoftles. :

That Reltgion which is' moft conform to the Holy Scri-
ture is molt conform to the do&rine and pra&ice of Chrit
and his Apoftles : But our Religion ( and Cbu’rchch)be‘-"
moft conform to the holy Scriptures - therefore, g scripy"
can fay nothing againft the Major , but that the e
ture is Infufficient wichout Tradition : But for :haftf_ p - s Re
have no Rule of faih but what s by themfelves confefled '

RS e o
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true : They acknowledge Scriprure to bethe true word of God ;.

S5 that the Truth of our Ruleis Juftified by themfclves. 516t
them fhew us as good Evidence that their Additional Articles of
faich or Laws of life came from the Apoltles , as we do that
the Scriptures came from them, and then we fhall confefs thac
we come fhort of them : Let them take the Controverfies be-
tweenus pointby point, and bring their proof, and we will
bring ours, and let that Religion carry it thatis Apoftoiicall :
But we are fure that by this means they will be proved Novelifts.
For 1. Their Traditions in matter of faith fuperadded to the
Scripture , are meer Hereticall or Erroncous forgeries, and
they can give us no proof that ever they were Apoftolicall.
2. The Scripture affirmeth its own fufficiency ; and cherefore
excludeth their Traditions. 3.1 fhewed you how in their own
General Council at Bafil, the Scripture fufficiency was defend-
ed. 4.1 have hewed youin my Book called the Safe Religion,
that the ancien: Fathers were for the fofficiency of Scripture.
5. Their Traditions are the opinions of a dividing e, con-
- trary tothe Traditions or do&rine of the prefenr Cacholick
Church  the far greater part of Chriftians being againit them.
6. Weare able to (hew that the time'was for fome hundred years
after Chrift, when moft of their pretended Traditions were un-
known or abhorred by the Chriftiaa Church, and no fuch things.
were'in being among them. 7. And we can prove that the
chief points of Controverfie mantained asainft us, are not on-
ly without Scrip:ure, but againft it, and from thence we have

full particular evidence to difprove them. If theScriprures be -

true, as they confefs them to be, then no Tradition can be
Apoftolicall or true that is comtrary to them : For exam-
ple: the Papifts Tradition is, that the Clergy is exempt from the
- Magiftrates judgement » But the holy Scripture faith [ Let every
foul‘l'e (ubject to the higher power , Rom.13.1,2.3, 4,5. The
Papifts Tradicion is for ferving God publickly in-an #rknows
tongae « Butthe holy Scripture is fully againitic. Their Tra-
ditionis againlt Lay mens reading the Scripture in a known tongue,
without fpecial Licenfe from their ordinary: But Scripture
and all antiquity is againft them. Thelike we may fay ofmany .
other Controverfies,
So that thefe feven wayes we know their Traditions to be

23 deceit -




18

A Key for Catlolicks.

de,ceiffull ; becaufethey are 1. Uoproved. 2. Againit the fuffi-

¥

ciency of Scripture. 3. Againft their own former confeffions.
4. Againft the concent of the Fathers.5. Contrary to the judge-
ment of moft of the Catholick Chburch. 6. We can provethat

once the Church was withou: them. 7. And they are many of

them contrary to exprefs Scripture,

Andif Scripture will buc thew which of us is neereft the do-
@&rineand practice of the A pofiles,then the controverfie is ended,
orina fair way toic: For we provoke them to try the caufe by
Scripture,and they deny it : we profefsit is the Rule and teft of
our Religion ; but they appeal to another Ruleand teft. And
thus you may fee which'is the ¢/4 Religion which will be fome-
what fullyer cleared in that which followeth.

I'T. Andthat our Churchand Religion hath been continued
from the dayes of Chrift till now, we provethus. 1.From the
promile of Chrift, which cannot be broken. Chrift hath pro-
mifed in his word, that that Church and Religion whichis moft
conform to the Scripture, {hall continue tothe end: But our
Churchand Religionis moft conform tothe Scripture ¢ there-
fore Chrift hath promifed thatit fhall continue to theend.

2.From the event. The Chriftian Religion and Catholick
Church bath continued from the dayes of Chrift till now. Buc
ours is the Chriftian Religion, and Catholick Church : therefore
ours hath continued from the dayes of Chrift till now. The
Major they will granc: the Minor is proved by parts; thus.
1. That Religion whichhath all the Effentials of Chriftianity,
and doth not deny or deliroy any Effential part of it, 15 the
Chriftian Religion : but fuch is ours : therefore, &¢. 2 :l‘baf:
Religion,which the Apoftles were of, is the Chriftian Religion :

But ours s the fame that the Apoftles were of : therefore, &¢-

3. That Religion, whichis neerer the Scripture thenthe Romi
Religion, is certainly the Chriftian Religion: But fo is ours+
therefore, ¢#¢. 4. They that believe not only all that in partict
lar that is contained in the Ancient Creeds of the Chureh , bu
alfoin gencrall all thatis befides in the holy Scripture, arehos
the Chriftian Religion: But thus do the Reformed Churche

believe, e5c. hat one boly

2. And for our Church; 1. They thatare of tand all :gue ~
3 C !'i:

Caiholick Church, whereof Chrift isthe head, 2
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Chriftians are members | are ofthe true Chorch : ( For
there is but one Catholick Church: ) Butfo arewe: there-
fore, &e- ;

2. They that are San&ified, Jultified, have the love of God
inthem,are members.of the true Catholick Church: But fuch
are all that are fincere Profeffors of our Religion: therefore, ¢fc..

But all this will not ferve them without a Catalogue , andtel-
ling them where our Church was before Zuther: To this we
further anfwer ;. we have no peculiar Cacholick Church of our
own ; for there is but one, and that is.0ur Church : - Wherever
the Chriftian Church was, there wasouzr Chareh.  And where-
ever any Chriftians were congregate for Gods worfhip,there were
Churches ofthe fame fort, as our particular Churches. And:
wherever Chriftianity was, there our Religion was : For we
know no Religion but Chriftianity. And would you have us.
give youa Catalogue of all the Chriftians in the world, fince
Chrift # Or would you haveus as vain as 2. 7" in his Manu-
all , that names you fome Popes, and about twenty profe flors:
of their faith in each age, asif twenty or thirty men were the-

Catholick Church: Or as if thofe men were proved to be-

Papifts by his naming them ? Thisis eafie,but filly difputing.
In a word, Our Religion is Chriflianity. 1. Chriltianity-
hath certain Effentials,without which no man can be aChriftian;,
and it hath moreover many precious truths,and duties neceffary
neceffitare praceptiandallo neceffitate medii to the berter beingof
a Chriftian.  Our being as Chyiffians is in the former , and our

[frengthand increafe and betzfr'being‘is-much in the latter.From:

the former,Religion and the Churchis denominated. Moreover,,
2. Onr implicite and a&unall explicite Belief (asthe Papifts call:
them ) muftbe diftinguifhed ; or, our General and our parti-
cular Belief. 3. And alfo the Pofitives of our Belief muft be:
diftinguifhed from the implyed Negatives . and the exarefs Ar--
ticles thémfelves, from their implyed Confe@aries.
Aad now premifing thefethree diftin@ions, I fhall tell you:

where our Church hath been in all. Ages fince the birch, off

Chrift. v
1. In the dayes of Chirit and his Apoftles our Church was:
where. they and. all Chriftians. were : And our Religion wass
: : ‘with

i _ : - e
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with them in all its parts , both Effeurialand perfective. That
is, we now Believe 1. Allto be truethat was delivered by the
Apoftles as from God , with a Generalfaith , 2. We believeall
the Effentials and as much more as wecan underftand , witha
Particular faith. 3.But wecannot fay chat wich fucha partich
lar faith we believe all that the Apoliles believed or delivered ;
for then we muft fay that we have the fame degree of under-
ftanding as they ; aod that we underftand every word of the
Scriprures.

2.1nthe dayes of the A pofties themfelves, the Confecitaries,
and implied Verities, and Rejeions of all Herelies were not
particularly and exprefly delivered cither in Scripture or Tra-
.dition ("asthe Papifts will confefs. )

3. In the next ages after the Apofiles, enr Chaurch was the
one Catholick Church, contasning all true € briftians,Headed by
fefus Chrifp: and.every fuch Chriftian { too many to number )
was a member of it. And for our Religion, the Effential
parts of it were contained both in the Holy Scriptures, and
in the Publick Profeffions , Ordinances , and Pra&ices of the
Church in thofe ages, ( which you call Traditions: ) and the
reft of it, evenall the do&rines of faith and univerfal Laws

" of God, whichareits perfeive parts, they were fully-contain-

ed in the holy Scriptures. And fome of our Reje&ions and
Confe@arics, were then gathered and owned by the Church, as
Herefies occafioned the exprefling of them : and the reft were
all implyed in the Apoftolical Scripture do@rine which they

preferved.

4. By degrees many errors crept into the Church : yet fo,
ghat 1. Neither the Catholick Church, nor one true Cbriftian
( in fenfn compofiro at lealt ) did reject any effentia) part of
Chriftianity, 2. Andall parts of the Church were pot 21
corrupted with error, bat fome more, and fome lefs. 3-
fill the whole Church held the holy Scripture it felf, and fo
had & perfe& General or Jmplicite belief; even whileb
.confequences they oppugned many parts of their WA pro-
feffion. : :

§, Whenin procefs of time by elaiming the univel
raignty, Rome had introduced a new pretendedCatholick

{a)] Sove-
Church,
(fo
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( fo far as their opinion took ) by fuperadding a New Head and
form, therewasthenatwofold Church in the Weft; the Chriftian
as Chriffianheaded by Chrift; and the Papal as Papal Head-

ed by the Pope ; yetfoas they called it but ore Charch; and -

by this ufurped Monarchy as under Chrift endeavourgd to make
but one of them, by making burh the Heads E[fential, When
before one ewly was tolerable. Andif the Aatrer in any part
may be the fame , and the fame Manbe a Chriffian and a Pa-
?ift, and {o the fame AfTemblies : yee {till the forms arevarious:
and 45 Chriftians and part of the Catholick Charch , t.hey are
onething: and as Papifts, and members of the feparating [eit,
they areanother thing. Till thistime thereis no doubt of our
Churches Vifibility.

6.In this time of the Romifh Ufurpation, our Church was
vifible in three degrees, in three feverall forts of perfons.
1. It was vifiblein the lowef degree among the Papifts themfelves,
not as Papifts, butas Chrift ans. For they never did to this

day deny the Scriptares, nor theAncient Creeds, nor Baptifm,

the Lords Sapper, nor any of the fubftance of our Pofitive Ar-
ticles of Religion. They added a NewRe/igion and Church of their
own,but ftill profeffed to hold all the old in confiltency with it.

Wherever the truthof boly Scriptures and the ancient Creeds
of the Church were profefled, there was our Religion before
Luther : But evenamong the Papifts the holy Scriptures and
the faid Creeds were (vifibly ) profeffed: therefore among them
was our Religion.

. And note here that Popery it felf was notripe for a corrup-
tion of the Chriftian faith profeffed , till Lathers oppofition
heightned them. Forthe Scripture was frequently before | by
Pa}»{h held to be a moft fufficient Rule of faith, (as1 fhewed
before from the Council of Bafil: ) and confequently, Tradi-
tionwasonly pleaded as confervatory and expofi:ory of the
Scripture; but now the Council of 77ent hathin a fort equalled
them. And this they were lately driven to, when they found
thee ont of Scripture they were unable to confate or fupprefs
the truth.

2. Atthe fame time of the Churches oppreffion by the Paa
pacy , our Religion was vifible (and fo our Church:) in 4
more illaftrions [ore among the Chriftians of the moft of the world,

R Greeks,

N
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Greeks, Ethiopians, and the reff, that never were fubje@to the
ufurpation of Rome,butonly ( many of them ) took: him for
the Patriarch prime fedss, but not Epifcopus Ecclefie Catholice,
or'the Governour of the Univerfall Church. Sothat here was
a vifibilicy .of our Church doubly more eminent then among
the Romanifts : 1.Inthatic was the fur greaseff pare of the
Catholick Church that thus held our Religion, to whom the Pa-
pifts were then butfew. 2. In that they did not only hold the
[fame Psfitive Articles of faith with us, but alfo among their
Rejections; did Reje& the chief of the Popifh errors as we do.
Befides many particular points named in my Safe Religion they
Rejected withus, the Popes Catholick, Monarchy, the pretended
Infallibility of the Pope or his (onncils: the new form of the
P, apall Catholick (hurch , as Headed by him, with other fuch
points 3 which are the very fundamentall controverfies between
usand the Papifts. So that ( befides that the Papifts themfelves

profefs our Religion) the major part of the Carholick, Charch

did profe[s it with the RejetHion of the Papacy and Papall Church ;
and fo you may as eafily fee where our Religion was before
Lather, as where the Catholick Church,or.moft of Chriftians

were before Zarher. 4
3. And befide both thefe, our Religion was profeffed with a

‘yet greater Rejeftion of Romifh corruptions, by thoufands, and
many thoufands that lived in the Weftern Church it felf, and un-
der the Popes nofe,and oppofed him in mapy of his ill endeavours
againft the Church and truth, together with them that gave him
the hearing , and were glad to be quiet, and gave way tohis
tyranny, but never confented toit. ‘ :
Concerning thefe we have abundant evidence, thongh abun-
dance more we might have had , if the power and fubtilty ot
the Papall fa&ion had not had the handling of them. 1. We€
“have abundance of Hiftories that tell us of the bloody wars
and contentions that the Emperours both of Eaft and We
have had with the Pope to hinder his tyranny , and that they
‘were forced by his power to fubmit to him,contrary to their for-
mer free profeffions. 2. And we have abundance of Treatifes
‘then written againft him, both for the Emperours and Princes,
and againft his do@rine and tyranny : fome ftor
Goldaftushath gathered + And intimations of more you ba;*:;
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