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Greeks, Ethiopians, and the reff, that never were fubje@to the
ufurpation of Rome,butonly ( many of them ) took: him for
the Patriarch prime fedss, but not Epifcopus Ecclefie Catholice,
or'the Governour of the Univerfall Church. Sothat here was
a vifibilicy .of our Church doubly more eminent then among
the Romanifts : 1.Inthatic was the fur greaseff pare of the
Catholick Church that thus held our Religion, to whom the Pa-
pifts were then butfew. 2. In that they did not only hold the
[fame Psfitive Articles of faith with us, but alfo among their
Rejections; did Reje& the chief of the Popifh errors as we do.
Befides many particular points named in my Safe Religion they
Rejected withus, the Popes Catholick, Monarchy, the pretended
Infallibility of the Pope or his (onncils: the new form of the
P, apall Catholick (hurch , as Headed by him, with other fuch
points 3 which are the very fundamentall controverfies between
usand the Papifts. So that ( befides that the Papifts themfelves

profefs our Religion) the major part of the Carholick, Charch

did profe[s it with the RejetHion of the Papacy and Papall Church ;
and fo you may as eafily fee where our Religion was before
Lather, as where the Catholick Church,or.moft of Chriftians

were before Zarher. 4
3. And befide both thefe, our Religion was profeffed with a

‘yet greater Rejeftion of Romifh corruptions, by thoufands, and
many thoufands that lived in the Weftern Church it felf, and un-
der the Popes nofe,and oppofed him in mapy of his ill endeavours
againft the Church and truth, together with them that gave him
the hearing , and were glad to be quiet, and gave way tohis
tyranny, but never confented toit. ‘ :
Concerning thefe we have abundant evidence, thongh abun-
dance more we might have had , if the power and fubtilty ot
the Papall fa&ion had not had the handling of them. 1. We€
“have abundance of Hiftories that tell us of the bloody wars
and contentions that the Emperours both of Eaft and We
have had with the Pope to hinder his tyranny , and that they
‘were forced by his power to fubmit to him,contrary to their for-
mer free profeffions. 2. And we have abundance of Treatifes
‘then written againft him, both for the Emperours and Princes,
and againft his do@rine and tyranny : fome ftor
Goldaftushath gathered + And intimations of more you ba;*:;
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in their own expurgatory Indices. 3. And we bave
the hiftories and profeffions of the Albigenfes, Walden/es, Boke-
mians andothers that were very numerous, and if Raynersns
fay troe, they affirmed ( about the year one thoufand one
hundred ) that they had coutinued fince the Apofiles , and no
other Originall of them is proved, 4. Particular evidence
unanfwerable is given in by Bifhop T/her de Succe/. & ﬁ""
Eccl. and eAnfwer tothe Jefuites, and the Ancient Religion of
Ireland, and i» Dr.Ficld ,and Morneyes Adyfferic of Iniguity,and
of the Church, and Ilijricus, and many others. 5. Even Ge-
nerall Popifh Councils have contended and born witnefs againft
the Popes fuperiority, over a Councill. - 6. And in that and
other points whole Countreyes of their own dre not yet brought
over to the Pope. 7: They have ftill among themfelves Domi=
nicans, Janfenifts, ¢i. that are reproached by the Jefuitesas
fiding with Calvin in many Controverfics, as Catharinas and
many more in others. Moft points of ours which we oppofe to
Popery, being maintained by fome or other of them, 8. But
the. fulleft evidence is- the certain hiftory or knowledge: of
of the cafe of the common people and Clergy among them, who
are partly igaorant of the main matters in Controverfies be.-
tween us (‘as we fee by experience of multitudes for one; to
this day ) and are generally kept under the fear of fire,and
Tword, and torments ; fo that thetruth of thejCale is this : the
~ Roman Bifhops were afpwing by degrees to be Arch-bifhiops,
and fo to be Patriarchs, and {o to have the firft feat and vote,
and to be called the Chief Bifbops or Patriarchs, and at laft they
made another thing of their office, and claimed - (‘about fix han-
dred years or more after Chrilt ) to be univerfal Monarchs or
Governonrsof all the Church: Butthoughthis claim was foont
laid, it was comparatively but few ,evenin the Weft, thac made
it any Article of cheir faich;buc multicudes fided with the Princes
that would havekept, the Pope lower , and the moftof the Peo~:
plemedled not with the matter, but yielded to neceffity, and

gave placeto violence, except fuch as the Albigenfes, Bobemss=;

ans, Wicklefifts-and the reft that moreopenly oppoted; | Sothate
no man couid judge of themultitude clearly, which fide they:
were on, being forced by fire and fword, and having fot the !
freedom to profefs their minds.
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Sothatin fumm, our Religion was at firft with the Apoﬂ.’es;
and the Apofolick Church : and for divers hundred years after,

it was wich the univerfal Chriftian Church : And {ince Romes

uf:llrpation, it was even with the Romanifls though abufed, and
withthe greater part of the Catholick Church that renounced
<opery then, and o do now ; and alfo with the oppofers of the
‘Popein the Weft ander his own nofe. You fee now what Suc-

ceffion we plead, and where our Church. and Religion flill

was.. 7

If any deny that we are of the fame Church and Religion
with.the Greeks, Abafsines, and-moft of the Chriftian world,
(yea all tbat is eruly Chriftian ). Leafily proveit. v. They thac
are Chriftians joyned- to Chrift: the Head, are allof the fame
Church and Religion (for none elfelare Chriftians or united to

Chrift, but the Church which is his Body ) But the fincere-

Greeks, Abafiines, ¢5¢. and we are Chriftians united to Chrit

the Head: therefore we areall of one and the fame Church. and’

Religion.. « (3
2. They that believe the fame hely Scriptare; and differ in

no effential part of the Chriftian faith, are of the fame Churcl’

and Religion : but fo do both we and al} true Chriffians : there-
fore we are all of one Churchand Religion. s

3+. They that are truly regenerate, and Juftiffed; hating all-

known fin,longing to be perfe,Loving God above all,and feek-
ing firlt his. Kingdom and Righteoufnefs, and accounting ﬂ!f
things but as dung in comparifon of Chrift, thefe are all of the

true Catholick Church,and the crue Chriftian Religion: but fuch"

are all that are fineere, both of the Greeks, Abaffines, ¢c. and
the Reformed Churches ; a5 we prove, 1. To others by our
Profefsion and Pra®ice, by which only they are capable of
jadging of us. 2. To ourfelves infalibly againft all cheEne.
mies of our falvation in Hell or Earch, by the knowledge 2nd
fcquaintance with our own hearts, and the experience of the-
work of God upon them. All the Jefuitesin the world cannfo:v
perfwade me that I love not God, and hate not fin, and pre cd.
not the Love of Chrift before all the world, when I'feeli :anr -
know that I do 5 till they can prove that they know my
better then do,

. 5 o are
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all (chat are fincere in their profefsion ) of the true Catho-
lick Church and Religion ( for if be confewt and we confent, who'

is there that is able to break the match?) But Chrift confenteth,.

and we confent : as we prove by parts. I. His confent :iscxpr'ef-
fed in his Gofpel, that whorver believesh in him [honld nor perifp,.
but have everlafting life ; and whotver will, may drinkof the
water of life freely. 2. Andosr confens we openly profeffed at
Baptifme; and haye frequently remewed, and our own: fouls

are acquainted with the fincerity of it, whatever any that know

not our hearts may fay againftiir. S AICL

5. All that are truly Baptized, and own their Baptifmal
Covenant, are vifible members of the true Catholick: Chur.c-b;:'
( Foritisthevery natureand ufe of Baptifmeto enter us into
that Church : ) But Greeks, Abafiines, Georgians, Armenians;
&, and Proteftants, are all truly Baptized, and own their
Baptifmal Covenant : therefore weare all of thetrue Catholtck.
Church,

What is ordinarily faid againt this fwceeffion of our Church,
Thaveanfwered in my fafe Religion. 1 now add an anfwer to
what another, wiz. H: Twurbervilein his Manuall faith: againft
usin the prefent point, Theealinefs of his Arguments, and' the
open vanity of his exceptions, will-give me: leave to be the
fhorter in confuting them. @

His firlt Argument ( pag: 43.) isthis. [ The trae Church
of God -harh had a continutd Succe[fion from ( hrift-—— But the:
Proeftans Church, and.fo of all other Seltaries; bathnor: & con:
sinned Succeffion: from Chrift to this time : therefore, &c. 7}
eA/w. 1. 1praythee Reader be an impartial Judge what this-
man or any Papift ever faid with fenfe and reafon, to prove that:
the Eaftern and Southern Charches have no trueSucceffion.
Let them talk what they pleafe-of their Schifme, the world:
knows they have had as good a Succeffion as Rome. Are they:
not now of the fame Church and Religion as ever they have-
been? Allthe change that many of them have made, hathbeen-
but in the entertaining of fome fopperies, common to Reme ‘and:
them. And if any of thefe (‘which you call Se&aries ). can.
prove their Succeflion; it deftroyes your Argument and Caufe.
Me thinks you fhould not ask thems, WheretheirChburch was:
before Luther 2 z
Ri3; 2: Butc
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2. But how doth this Difputer prove his Minor, that we have

a0 Succeflion 2. Only by a fark falhood : forfooth [ 4y

the Conceffion of the moft Learned Adver[aries, whe frecly and
snansmonfly Confefs, that before Luther made his feparation from
the Church of Rome for mine hnndredor one thosfand years tege
ther, the whole world Was Catholick, andin obedience to the Pope

of Rome.

v dnfw.. O horrid boldoefs ! that a man that pleads for the
fanityof his Church, dare thus {peak fo notoriousan untruth
in the face of the world ! Ac thisrate of Difputing, the man
might have faved the labour of writing his Book, and have as
hooeftly at once have perfwaded his Difciples, that;his Adver-
faries unanimoufly confefs that the Papifls caufe is beft. What
if the fifteen cited by him had faid fo, when I can bring him

-onethoufand five hundred of another mind, and cite him fiftcen

for one of another mind, is that the unasimous confefsion of
his Adverfaries? But unlefs his Adverfaries were quite befide
themfelves, therc is not one of them could fay ashe feignech
them to fay. For doth not the world know, that the Eaftern
and Southern Churches, far exceeding the Romanifts in num-
ber, did deny obedience to the Pope of Rome 2 Would this per-
fwade his poor Difciples that we all confefs, that thereare, or
were no Chriftians in the world but Proteftants and Papifts ?
His firk cited Confefsion is Calvins [ that all the weffern
Charches have defended Popery ] A fair proof ! Doth this Dif-
puter believe in good fadnefs, that the Weflern Churches are all
ihe world,-or a ixth part of the world? But thisis the Popifh
arguing. What Ca«/vin fpeaks of the Weftern Churches, that is,
the prevailing power in each Nation of them, he interprets ©

all theworld. So he deales with Dr. Whize, who exprgﬂy inthe
words before thofe which he citeth, affirmeth the vifibility -of
the Churches of Greece, Ethiope, Armenia,and Rome ;but only
faith, that at all times there hath not been vifible diftin¢ com-
panies free from all corruption : which one would think every
penitent man {hould grant that knows the corruption of hgs
own heart and life. - 1t would betedious to ftand to fhew bis
odiousabufe of the reft ; when they that fay moft of the Wor

[world] but as ic is ufed, Zk. 2. 1. fomuch of his firft &gt
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His fecond is this. without & continsed number of Bifbops,Priefts,
Laicks , [ncceeding one another in the profeffion of the [ame faith
from Chrift and bis Apofles to this time,a continued [meceffion can-
ot be had: But Proteffants have nocontinned wwmber, &c.

eAnfw. And how proves he the Minor ¢ No how at all; but
puts us to difproveic ; and withall gives us certain Laws,which
we willobey when they grow up to the honour of being rea-
fonable, His firlt Law is,, that[ We manf? name none but only [uch as
beld explicitely the thirty nine Articles, all granting and denying
the [ame points that the late Proteftants of England g{'lmtcd\ or
denyed —— for if they differ from them in: any one materiall point,

they caniot be eftcemed Protefiants | Anfw. A learned Law! And.
what call you [ amaterial point? ] You may yet make what

you lift of it. 1f chey differ inany point E[fentiallto Chriftia-
#ity , we grant your impofition to be neceffary. Butthereis
not the leaft Chronologicall,or Geographicall,or other truth in
‘Scriptare , but is a_Adareriall Poiot, though not Effential.
Muft you needs know which thefe E(fensials are? Ina word:

T hofe which the Apoftles and the ancient ('hurch pre-required the-

ksnowledge and profeffion of , unto Baptifm.  And becaufe all your

fond exceptions are grounded on this one point, I fhall crave
your patience,while I briefly,but fufficiently prove that Afen thas:
“err, and thar in points materiall, mayyet be of the [ame Church

ard Religion.

_Argum. 1, 1f menthat err in points material ( that is, pre--
ctous truths of God, which they ought to havebelieved. )
may yet be trae Chriftiansand hold ali che Effentials of Chrifti-

“anity: then may they be of the fame true Church and Reli-

gion : But the formeris true : therefore fo is the later. The
Antecedent is proved,in that all truths which may be called Ma-

teriall, arenot ofthe effence of Chriftianity.

Argam, 2. The Apoftle Thomas erred in a Mareriall_point:
 ( whichis now an effentiall ) when he would not believe Chrifts
‘Refurreion : and yer was 2 member of the true Church* there- -

fore, e5c. :

Argum. 3. The Papifts errin material points, and yet think:

“themfelves of the fame true Church : therefore they muft con- -
fefs thar differing in Aaterial points may be the cafe of members-
ofthe fame true Church.  For proofof the Minor; Idemand ::

i Are:
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Arenone of the points Marerial that have been fo hotly agi-
tated beeween the Jefuites, and Dominicans ard Janfenifis? the
Papall party, and the Councill party 2 The Thomifts, Scotifts,
Ockamifts,c5c, Atleaft review the Jefuite Cafuifts.cited by the
Janfenifts My fierie of Jefuitifm ; and tell us whether it be no
whic Macerial #hether & pran may kill another for  Crowsn ?
or may kill both Fudge and witneffes 1o avoid an unjnf? fentence?
Or whether a4 wan fhonld g0 with good meanings intoa Whoyee
honfe to perfwade thems to penitence , that bath found by experience
/ that When be comes there he 7 naught with them bimfelf? Or whe-
t ther aman may lawfnlly lie and ealumniate to put é] 4 Cﬂ/“”’”_} 'y
‘ Or [peak, Talfly with mentall refervations 2 Or forbear loving
od many years tegerher, if nor all his Jlife ? Are thefe points
| 00 whic Marerial ¢ You know that one parc of you ( with a
[ Popeand General Council ) are for depofing Heretical Kings,
| and murthering and {tabbirg them,and others of you difavow
[ it: Isthis s0 whit material ? Ard yet you are all of one Church
E and Religion. A bundred more of your differences T could pame.
Argnm. 4. Frominltances of the Fathers that bave erred
in CMaterial points, and yet are taken to be of the fame
Church and Religion. How many Charches differed about
Egfter day 2 what abumdance of errors arein your Clementines,
? and other fuch writers owned by you ? Faffin Martyr was
a Millenarie : Numbered divers Infidels with Chriftians ;
thought that Angels lived by meat , and generated with
Devils, ¢5c. Arhenagorasthoughe that fecond Marriages were
comely Adulrery and that the Angels fell by the love of women,
and begor Gyants of them,¢gc. /renans hath the like: Theophilns
Antioch.worfe : Tertnllianand Orrigen you will confefs bad
yet worle, Clem. Alexand. was for the falvation of Infidels
and Heathens : againft (wearing and many fuch , befides thofe
before mestioned. Greg. Thanmarurgus bath divers , if the
confeffion and other works be his that are afcribed to bim.
Cyprian, Firmilian , and the whole Council at Carthage werc
for rebaptizing thofe baptized by hereticks; Againtt all Wr“’
and Oaths Laitantins (with many more ) was a.M'”;"i’myo’
and hath too many great errors. I haveno delight to ra ;) i
; their faults ; bucif it be neceffary I fhall quickly prove many

ar.d great errors by fourty more of themac the leaft. And )’:‘;




A Key for (atholicks. \

129

ali thefe or moft, are confefled by you to be of one Church and

Religion. 1o sonedfidal bog s} ’
Argum. 5. From your own Confeflions. Bellarmine lih. 1.de

Beat. 8§ cap. 6. faith thac be feerh not bow the fentence of Juftin,

Ireneets, €5c.’ can be defended from ervor. Of Tertnilian be faich,
There's no traft to be given to him: ) lib; 4. deRom. Pont. "'.Sh‘
Eufebius he faich was #4dicled to.she Hereticks, Cyprian hefait

did feem to fin mortally: de Rom. Pont. lib. 4.0apy 7+ Ai:guﬁine ;

isaccufed by many Jeluites for going too f “’ff’fo??’;?‘fmgm-s.' e
rom is ofc pluckt by you. And foare masy more of the Fathers,
And yet you confe(s fome of them at’lealt were of thetrue
Church and Religion. bATOE o Lkinan guid
Argum. 6. W therebe no perfed concord to be. expeed till
we come to the place of perfe& knowledge and happinefs, then
it is:not perfe@ concord, that is receflary to prove usof the

fame Charch or'Religion.But the Antecedent is alas too far paft

doube. Therefore,eie. 0 00 d1 30 ad 33

| Argum. 7. If thegodly and lesrned Do&ors of the Church
(and*all men’) have fome . ( alas how .many ): culpable er-
rorsin matters of Religion (yea of faith, if. youcall that de
fide, which we are obfiged to believe ) thenthofe that have fuch
errors may be of the fame Churchand Religion: But the An-
tecedentis o true and evident thac I chink none but.a blind
proud Pharifee will deny himfelf to beg of God daily to par-
donaad heal his culpable errors: So much to provethat men. of
errors and differing minds ( if not about the effence of the
Church)may beof the fsme Church, .. .. 5

2. Butwhyis it thatthey muff allnceds &xplicitely hold, the
thirty nive Articles ¥ 1.1 pray you,tellus, ,whether all ‘youn
own Church do explicitely hold and believeall your Articles?
thatis, all that Popes and General Councils have deficed ot
declared. Dare you fay that one of five hundred, of five chou=
fand, doth explicitely believe all this? And why then.isit ne-
ceffiry in our cafe that all muft excplicitelybelieve. all thofe Arti-
cles? 2. Yeawi:h usicisfar more unneceffary. - For we take.

not thofe Articlés for the Ruleof onr ,fé;f’b:: butonly the holy

Seripture : And therefore you may as welltelius that no man
1sof our Religion |, that did not write. or fpeak all the fame

wordsthat Jewell, Reignolds, Perkins, ot fuch other have writ-
. S e
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ten in their whole works, - 3. Its eafieto prove for all that, that
the fenfe and fubfance of thofe Articleshave been owned by the
Churehesin all ages.

3. But what if we grant your conclufion, that [ elfe they can-
ot be efteemed Proteftants ] what of that > As ifnone but-Pro*
tefbinis were of thie fame Charch and Religion with us. - Sure
90ntbmk we makéa fe@ of our felves like you , ard exclude
all others fromithe Chirchand Salvation as youdo ! Theword
[ Proreffant | isnot the firft denomination of our Religion from
ws effence , for fo we call our felves L Chriffians | only ; But ic
isa title chat accidentally accrewed to- our Religion , from our
Prote(ting againft your inmovasions and corruptions; and our Re-
je@ing the errors contrary toour Religion which you had in-

troduced.  Now thofe that were not involved in your errors

as our forefachers were, but lived ac a further. diftance from

you, might have no occafion tomakefocha Proteftation ; and

yet be of the fame Church and Religion as ‘we are. ¥
Now to your particular Laws. 1. Saith H.T. [ Les him

6t wame theWaldenfes « for they beld the Real, prefence, that the

Hfﬂﬂler were Lay men, that all Magiftrares- fall: from ’tbe;:';'

digniry by any morsal fin, thatit it not Lawful 1o [wear, 8. 4
Waldo lived bus in one thowfand one bundredandfixey. -
Anfw. 1: 'Wehavebetter affarance of the faith of the Wal-

detifésin their own publifhed Confeffions, then from the mouth

of their Adverfaries. 2. Thz Lucherans hold the real prefence,
and yer are of the fame Religion and Charch with us. 3. The
Apoftles were Lay-men in-the Jews account and fenfe, asnot
being Prie/ffs or Levires, but notin Chriftians account shat be-
lieved their miffion : and thus though the Weldenfes: 4+ They
chiought that Magiftrates ahd Miniftersdo by Mortal fin forfeit

aff che right and ticle to their office , from which themfelves may

have comfort and jaftification in jodgement But they never

thoughr chat they were nct to be obeyed by others, 01;4 t‘ nﬁy

their a&ions were not valid forthe Churches good. 5'“ that *

of theanciente(t Fathers thoughticunlawfull to fwearat &5, © -

¢ are cited by you as of your Chuech. But the
?ees‘aré‘ﬂéﬁdertd%n’thefe points. 6. Though Waldo was hat :b::;
one thoufard one hundred and fiXty,yet the fame RIS

Church under other names, and before
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ped onthem, was much elder, as. Rayperins may fatsfie you.
So thar for all this , the Waldeafes and we are of one Church ' \

and Religion. : !

He adds [ Let bim not namse the Huffites, for they held Mafs, '1
Tranfabftantiation and [even Sacraments, that "the wuiverfal |
Church confifted only of the predeftinate, &c. 1 Anfw. O what |
a forcof men have weto deal with 7 The Gouncil of Conftance
burat ohs Hauf; to afhes for faying that there remained the [ub- ]

- fance of Bread and Wine after Confecration. and that Tranfub-
Rantiation was awew word fo deceive men with ] as Binni#s him- J
felf expreffech among their accufations of bim : And among |
the articles for difcovery of the Huffices, one was Wkgtlger
the].tul(,e_it to be a mortall finto reject the Sacraments of Coxfir-
martion , extream #nttion and marriage. T And yet now Hmﬁ
isburnt for it | the poor lay-Papifts are perfiwaded by their
deceivers, that the Huffites were for Tran?ub{\amiatio,n and
feven Sacraments, Why then did a General Council accufe or
receive accnfation and witnefs againft bim for the contrary?
2. Thatthe univerfal Church as invifible, and as taken in the . j
firft fignification, containeth none but the truly fan®ified (and ,{
fo predeflinate ) we believe as well as Hufs: though in the A
fecond Analogical fignification, the Church as.vifible, con-
taigeth all the Profeflors of faith and Holinels , whether
fincere or not. 3. And that they were condemned by the Coun-
il of Conflance,and Hufs and Hierom buroe afcer they bad a
fafe condu@ , doth fhew that the fajth of Papifts is perfidi-
oufnefls, ( for why fhould the people be more jult then 3 Ge-
neral Council ? ) "byt it thews not thar we and they are not of
the fame Church or Religion : you condemned and burnt thofe
of our Religiontoo: therefore you thoughe at leaft that weare |
neer Kkin., : :
- ButH.T. proceeds with his precepts [ Ler him ot mame the E
Albigenfes - for they beld all merriqgeﬁ ‘qg 66#%!433%@[1@“?4 all |
#hings begotten €x colto 1o be wngleans They beld two Gods, &c.] |
Anfw. Thele are not only fuch fajfhoods by which P uphold
your caufe, but the more inexcufable and fhamelels, by how ]
much the more frequently and '{ul‘ly‘dﬂq‘d}fﬂ long ago.and yet i
<continuedin. Perrin,¥igueriys and many others might have pre- : |
vented, your error : clpecially Bifhop Tfher de, Suceef. Ecclef: |
e et 5 v AR, 1
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€ap.6,7,8,9, & 10. who hath given you enough out of your

?W" ng““‘? bave fatisfied you ; and fhewed you, thatit was
iromthe Arrians and Manichees, inhabiting thofe Counrreyes
amongthem , that the heavy charges of Bernard, Eckbertss

-;‘;S?é""?‘é_"‘gff’;’ﬁf and ‘others were occafioned.” And fee by him
there ciced what the fame Bermard (aith againft your Clurch of
Rome, and then judge which he fposk  hardlier of.

W ?‘s for ;be Catharifts next added , they were not the Puritan
é d"enres as you~ rpcak, but part_ Of(he Manicbees 1 z'md lf fuch
asthey are defcribed, weare content to fofe their names,and are

‘Dot ambitious to be reputed their Succeffors.

th:tle 3}14;[ Let lim ot name the Vicklifians : forithey held;
M alLtoings came to pafs by fatall necefsity 3 Thas Princes and

‘f_giﬂrdte: fell from ‘their dignity and power by mortall [in. =} -
Anfw.We know by many ofick/ifs own books printed and ma-
nufcripr what his judgement’ was, what eyer your, Council at
Conftance accufe him of. It wasa Divine Netefsity oppoled to
#ncertainty | and to the detcrmination of an unraled will, that

he mentioneth. And do not your Jefuites lay asheavy a charge .

onthe Dominicans {fometimes? and with as great caufc may
many of your Schoolmen be difclaimed for this as Wicklife, if
you will underftand him, and them. Wicklife was known to
sbey and reach obedience to Magiltrates. But isit nota fine world,
when pwicklife muft not be of our Church becaufe he is fuppofed
to deny the power of Magiftrates in mortal fin? and yet the
Pope and his Council determine that Princes or Lords that will
not root out fuch as the Pope cals Hereticks muft be caftout,
and their Countrey given to others, It feemsyou take aicklife
to be fome kin to your felves. But we doubt not but he was
of the Catholick Church and Religion, and thercfore of the
fame withus, . : v
H.T.adds [ Let b'm not name the Grecians . for they rejected
the Communion of Preteftants. Cenfur. Eccl. Orient. Theyp »¢7¢
at leaft feven bundred or eight bundved year in Commmnion Wit
she (hurchof Rome. —- they were snited to the Church of ROT€
again in the Cowncil sf Florence : They held Tranfnbffanttasio?s
{{w;n iS‘arummr:,nnblood] Sacrifice, Prayer to S aiis,andfor 1he
r4d. :
Anfw If one Patriark, or twenty men rejed our CO‘?}?{‘)‘I‘,'
- "9
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nion, whats thatto the Millions of Greek Chriftians that never
rejeGedic? And whats that to all Patriarcks before and af-
ter that rejected it not? Did (*yril reje& our Communion,
that hath publifheda Proteftant confeflion, and was fo malig-
ned, and treacheroufly dealt with to the death , and fa!ﬂg
acculed to the Turks by the Jefuites, for his conftancy
2. Do youthink the world kaowech not by what inducements
youdrew a few poor menat Florence to fubfcribe toa certain
union with you? and what death the Patriark dyed ? and howg
the Greeks refented his fa& ? and what a return they made to
your Church ? Ipray perfwade your felves thar they and we
‘and allare Papifts. 3.1f che Greeks did difclaim Communion
withus, they are neverthelefs of the fame Church and Religion
with us, for all that.  Pauland Barnabas were both Chrifti-
ans when they parted in diffention. Ifone neighbour in anger
call another Traitor unjuftly; and fay he will have no Society
with him, they may be both the Kings fubjes and membzrs
of one Common-wealth for allthat. 4. As tohe Greeks opi-

nions, and the Papifts falfe accufations of them, I have fpoken

already againft pretended Veridicusin my Safe Religion. Itis
not you nor all the Jefuites onearth that can prove the Greeks
and us tobe {o diftant, . as not to be of the fame Catholick Re-
ligionand Church. =~ .. - %
You add [ Let him not name the £ gyptians: for they held
- Tranfubflantiation and nnbloody Sacrifice, asis manifeft by their
Liturgics ; but denyed the proceffion of the Holy Ghoft from the
Son, and held but one will ix Chrift. Godignus de reb. Abaf. lib.
1.cap.28.7] ednfw. 1. Godignus talks not of the Egyptians
but the Aba/fines. Thislearned man it feems, is fo home-bred, and
confined to the Roman Church , that he lictle regardeth the
reft ofthe Chriftian world 3 orelfe he would have knowna dif-
ference between the Egyptians and Abaffires: He is likely to
know well thetrue Catholick Church that while. 2.You can-

not prove that they hold Tranfubftantion. Nor fhall your

bare naming their Liturgy make us believeit. The Egypicn
Liturgy you tell us not where to find, nor I fuppofe do yon
know your felves. Ap Ethiopick, Liturgy your compilers of the
Bibliotheca Patrum have givenus, Tom. 6. But 1. It hathno
~menzion of Tranfubftantiationinit, thatIcan find, but 0”’;;,,2

; e b . . % o P S 3/ P 01




34 A4 Key for Catholicks.

‘Hog ¢ft Corpus, 8c. which we fay in our Adminiftration as we!
as they. 2. And 1 find that Licargy fo contrary to the reports
of your own writers concerning the pra®ice of the Ethiopians,
(‘as about the Elevation, Confirmation, ¢5.) that I muft needs

~conclude, thateither che Liturgy or much of it is forged, or
that the generalicy of your own Rejators of their pra&ice are

:grofly deceived, and do deceive, (whichis not likely, becanfe
they are many, and write at feveral times, and ic is againft them-

Ives. ) 3. And as for the proce/fion of the Holy Ghaff, and the
denyal of two wills in Chrift, fome of your own writers pro-
fefs, that the former inthe Greeks and the later in many others,
1s found to be but a verbal difference, the fame words not fig-
nifying the fame thing in their efteem asin ours, 4. However,
Af they would bat become the fubje&s of the Pope, they might
be of your Church for all this: and therefore feeing they are
the fubje&@s of Chrift,we fhall take both Ethiopians and Copries
‘to be og tlae:f fal:nc Catholick Church with us, for all thefe and
many other-of their errors.

Laftly faith H. T". [ Let him not cite the Armesians: for they
hold but one watwre in Chrift, and that bis fleft was changedinte
bis Divinity, andwere condemned by the Conncsl of Celcedon. ]

- Anfw. The Armeniansarc a confiderable part of the Catho-
Jick Church. Binninsinthelife of Exgenius the third faith, their
Catholick ( fo call they their chief Bifhop) hath infiaite, that
is, abeveathenfand Bifbops under him, Oth. Frifingenfis bath
‘the like.

1. Though they held but one naturein Chrift, ic was not by
;permixtion or-confufion of the natures, as Eusiches imagined,
‘but Conjunétion or Coalition : Nicepher. Hift. Ecclef. 1ib. 8.
cap.53. And diversof your own writers fay the difference is
fourd tobe but inwords. And even all thisthey now deny, a5
you may fee in their own Confeffion publithed not eighty years
ago, Artic.26,27,28,29,30. &c. 2. That they change the hu-
mane natare of Chrift into the Divinity, is your flander, and
sherefore no good argument. 3 : )T l:;:c they were condccr:‘flcdi !
( the five A&s, or in any A& of ) the Council of Calcedon, 15
anotheruntruch : fure you go muchupon truft, thac dare ven-
ture to ftuff your book with fuch falthoods. But the beft is,

srour fimple Papifis know not butall is true : they muft ’“23’]‘
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you, and cannot difprove you, The Armenians then and we
are of one Catholick Charch ard Religion, notwithtanding
all your forgeries and vain exceptions, 1 know that one or two
petty Councils chid them for not mixing water with wine in the
Bucharift ; and more then that, the Canons of the General
Council called Quinifexcti do condemn the fame error as theirs,
and alfo their deputing the Sons of Priefts fuccefsively to the
PrieRhood, and not fhaving their hair: and their eating cggs
and cheefe on Saturdayes and Sundayes in Lent. But 1. We"
fear not to fay that we are of the fame Church with men that-
err more then not fhaving , or then eating eggs and cheefe
comes to, or any of this. 2. And remember that this is one of
your Reprobate Councils. 3, And one that the third time
( when two General Councils before had doneit) did Camon.36.
giveequalia privilegia, equal priviledges to the Seat of Conflan-
siraple as Rome had. So that I think you will have no mind of
this General Council. And if any other bave judged them
Eutichians, though I renounce thae opinion, yet I muft tell
you, that my Charity covereth far grearer errors in the Papifts,
or elfe [ could not take them for Chriftians. If the Queftion had '
ever been ftarted in a Council, whether mans fon! and body aye-
two Natures or bus one, its ten to onebutit would bave made
another berefie, and yet perhaps chereal difference have been
no more then it is now there is no Controverfie about it. Bue
H.T. addeth [ Pr oreffants pretence tothe Fatbers of the firff
five bandred years, is veryidle 5 becanfewere it trae, as it is moft :
falfe, that thofe Fatbers were Proteflants, yet conld not that [uf-
Beetoprove them a continucd Sncceffion of one thonland fix husp- -
dred years. |
Anfw. 1. It {fufficeth us if thofe Fathers were Clriflians, as
we are, though havingno ufurper of an univerfal Monarchy
to Proteft againft, they were not to be called Proteftants.” 2. It
isan idle pretenceindeed, to go about ro prove a Succefsion of
one thoufand fix hundred years, by the bareinftance of five
bundred years : but your idle bead hath forged more idle preten- -
cesthenthis, by way of calumniation. But yet we may prove -
the dntiquiry of onr Religion from thofe Fathers, and the No-
wvelty of yowrs. and a Succefsion for thofe five hundred years :
and for the reff, if the whole Cheiftian world had been big
enough -

il

i . S : o)
R


http://Eut.ch.ans

RN

126

oS e o

A Key for Catholicks.
enough for you to fee, you might have difcerned onr Evidence
of a turther Succelsion, - : :
He adds [ 2. Becanfc thofe of the fixth age mnft needs kuoW
what was the Religion and Tencts of them that lived inthe fifth
age, by whem they wereinfirated, and With whom they: daily cos-
verfed better thenonr Proteftants can now do 3 who bave Protefted
on their [alvation, that it wasthe very famewith theirs, received
from i1him by word of month, &c. 7] ; S
Anfw. 1. Any thing will ferve for the imple that will be-
lieve you. ButI pray you tellus whether it were all or fome

~of the fixth age that made chis folean Proteftation that you

mention. If all or mof}, or the ten thoufandth man, tell us
where we may find that Proteftation. if a few, they ‘were not
the fixthage. 2. If Pope Boniface alone wasnot the fixch age,
tell us where that age did Proteft on their falvation, that the
Bifhop of Rome wss taken by their Fore (athers for the univer.
fal Monarch and Head of the Church ( beyond bis bare Prima-
cy of orcer ) 3. Whatagehath protefted on their falvation,
that the Roman prohibition of reading Scriptures, or of re-
ceiving the Eucharift in both kinds, or other pointsanon to be
mentioned, were the Religion of their Fore-fathers, and fo
fromagetoage? 4. Iprayyou tellus whereto find tl}ls Pro-
teftation of the tench age, which Genebrard, Bellarmine, snd
others of your own fo complain of, ashaving not learned men,
nor any Council, but Apoftatical Popes and an ignorant wicked
Clergy , that fufpeted a man of Herefie if he underftood
Greek or Hebrew, and of Magick or Conjuring, if he medled -
with Mathematicks? 5. Itis Jegible in the writings of the ﬁxt.h
Age, that chey did ferch the do&rine of the fifth age from their
writings,and not only from word of mouth, What elfe mecan
the prefervation of thofe writings and thofe numerous citations
out of them ? Nay more; they would not truft their memorses:
in a Geweral ((onncil for the Canoxs of the Chnrch: no nor for
the Canons of the next preceding Council, no nor for the Com-~
mon Creed; buthad allread and repeated out of the writtng
before the Council when there was occafion. And let Confci-
ence be free to fpeak truth for afew fentences, and “g.";‘;g
goed fadnefs, whether you believe that the Ofrﬁ 'Z‘;: ﬂlit?:”
3 i ot A .
of all the Church did preferve the Knowledgeo Ephaniat,
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E piphanius, Chryfoftomes, &c. do&rine, fo much as their wri-
tingsdo ? Isthe doQrine of Aquinas, Scotus, Gabriel, &c. yea
the Council of Trent preferved now more certainly in mens
memories, then in writing 2 1f fo, they have better memories
then mine that keep them, and they have better bap thlep I thac
light of fuch keepers. For I can fcarce tell how to_dfl{vef my
mind (o, inany difficulc point, but one or other is mifunder-
ftanding and mifreporting it ; and by leaving out or changing
a word, perhaps make it another matter : fo that 1 am forced
to refer them to my writings : and yet there by negle@ they
mifinterpree me, tillT open the book it felf to them. - :

6. Eucher the Fathers of the ffch age areintelligiblein their

writings, or not. If they be, thenwe may underftand them I
hope with induftry. If they be noc, then 1. Much lefs were
their tranfient fpeeches intelligible, 2. And then the writings
of the fixeh age be not intelligible, nor of any other : and fo we
cannot under{tand the Council of Trent ( asthe Papifls do not
 that coatrovert izs fenfe voluminouily, ) nor can we know the
Churches judgement. :
/7. By your leave, the Roman Corrupters take on them fo
much Power to make new Laws and new Articles of Faith guoad
nos, by definitions, and to difpenfe with former Laws, that unlefs
they are all Knights of the Poft, they can never fwear that they
bad all that they have from their Fore-fatiers.

8. Well ! but all this is thelealt part of my anfwer. But I
grant you that the fixth age underftood and retained the do-
Grine of the fifth age, and have delivered it to us. But that
there were no Hereticks or corrupters, you will not fay your
felves. Well then ! the far greateft part of the Catholick Church
did not only receive from the fifch age the fame Chriftian Reli-
gion, but allo kept themfelves from the groffeft corruptions of
the Pope and his flatterers, that were then but a fmall part: And
thus we fick to the Catholick Church fucceeding tothis day,and
you to an ufurper that then was newly feron theThrone of uni-
verfal Soveraignty. - So that yonr chief Argument treadeth Po.-
pery in the dirc:becaufe the greater part of the Catholick Church
not onlyin the fifth and fixth age, but inthe feventh,eighth,
nineth , tentb, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth and fixteenth
ages, have bzen aliens or enemies to the Roman umverfal

T Monarchy :
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Monarchy : therefore if oneage of the Church knew the mind
of the former age, better then the Pope did ,we may be fure that
the Pope isan ufurper. -

The third Argument of H. 7. is, that the Farhers of the firfk
five bundred Jearstaught their tenets : therefore its impoffible they
Jbonld be for the Prorefants. Anfw, 1. Proteftants are Chrifh-
ans, takiog the Holy Scriptures for the Rule of their faith. if
the Fathers were Chriftians | they were for the Proteftants |
bue its certain they were Cbriftians. If yom could prove thac
they were for fome of your miftakes, that would not prove.
them againt the Proteflantsin the doctrine of Chriftianity,and
the boly Scriptures ; and fo that we are not their Succeffors in
(hrlﬁianity , and of the fame Church , which was it that you.

thould have proved , but forgot the queltion.’ Aad of this we.

fhall fpeak to you more anon. '

Welll by chis time I have fufficiently fhewed the fucceffion
of our Church s and continuation of our Religion from the
Apoftles , anl where it was before Lurber, and given you the

Catholick Cburch inflead of a dozen or twenty namesin each.

age, which it fecmss will fatisfica Papift ; but yer wehave rot
done with them, but require this following juflice a their
bands., '

Seeing the Papifts do fo importunately call to us for Catalogues.

and proof of our fucceflion, Reafon and Juftice requireth chat

they firft give us a Cacalogue of Papifts inallages,and prove.

the fucceflion of their Roman Catholick Church: which they,
can never do while they are men,

And here I muft take notice of the delufory ridiculcus Catas.
logue wherewith 5. 7. begins bis Aamual. His Argument

runschos [ Tharis 1he only trsse Church of God, Which hath had.

acontinked [uccefion from Chrift and bis Apofles, tathis day, (ve:

7y true: ) But the Chuveh now in Communion with the Sea of Rome

and noother, barh had 4 continued fucceffion from Chriff ‘and kit
Apofilestothistime: therefore, ¢c. ] For che proof ofthe.
Minor he giveth us'a Catalogue. ' And here novethe mifery of
poor fouls that depend on thefe men, that are deluded with ﬁ"g'
ftoff, that one would chiok they fhould be afhamed the world:
fhould fee from them.

1, What if his Catalogue were troe. and proved, would it:
W s e . prove.
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prove the Exclufion,that [ s orher Charch: ] had a fucceffion 2
Doth it prove that Conflantinople, or Alexandriabad no fuch
fucceflion, becaufe the Romanifts had it ? where is there ever a
word here under this Argument to prove that exclufive part of
his Minor ? :

2. And notehow he puts that for the Queftion that is not the
Queltion betweenus. A fair beginning! The Queftionis not
about Churchesin Communion with Je#, but about Churches in
[#bjection s you: Butthisis but a pious fraud , to fave men by
decieving them. The Ancient Church of Rome bad the Church
Of Hierufalem , Corinth,Philippi, Ephefus, and many a hundred
Churches in Communion with her that never were in fubjeQion
to her. .

3. And if che Papilts can but prove themfelves true Chriftians,
Iwill quickly provetbatthe Proteftants are in Communion with
them till, as Chriftians,by the fame Head ( Chrift) the fame
fpirit, baptifm, faich, love,hope, ¢c. though not as Papifts, by
fubje&ionto the fame ufurper.

4. Our queftion isof the Univerfal Church : And this man
nameth us taenty or chirty meninan age thar he faith were pro-
feffors of their Religion: And doth he believe in good fadnefs
that twenty or thirty menare either the univerfall Charch ,or a
fufficient proofthac it was of their mind ?

- 5. Bue principally, did this man think that all, or any befides
their fubje®s had their wits o far to feek,as to believe that the
perfons named in his Catalogue were Papifts, without any
proof in the world, byt meerly becaufe they are lifted here b
H.7'.? Or might he not to as good purpofe havefaved his la-
bour, and faid nothing of them ?

6. But what need we go any furcher ? we will begin with him
at his firft Century, and fo to the fecond, and if he can prove
that Jefus Chrift, “or che Virgin Mary,or John Bapsif, or the
Apoltles,or any one of the reft that he bath nimed,were Pa.
pilts, ( much more all of chem ) 1 am refolved prefently to
turn Papift. But unlefs the man intended to provoke hisreas
der toan unreverene laughter about this abufe of holy things,
one would chink he thould nor have named Fobn Baptift | that
was dead not only before Zome hada Church,but alfo before the
timethat Bellarmine and his Brethren pretend that Peser re-
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ceived bis Commifsion, to be the univerfall Head. And did not
this writer know that Proteftants can give him the fame names
as for them ? andif printing them be proof, their proof is 8%
good : If it be not, what proof fhall we have? Our proof is
the Holy Scriptures, writien by the Infpiration of the Holy
Ghoft in thofe times. Thence we prove that the firft Church:
held the fame belief as we have : yea, though ir be not incum-
bent on us, we will thence prove that the Catholick Church was.

‘not then Pipifts. Why elfe do we flillappeal to Scriptures, and:

they refufe to fland to the tryal of it any otherwife then as:
expounded by the Pope, but that we are confident,and they:
diffident of them * We know the Apoftles faith from the Apo-
ftles ; but the Papifts will not know it but from the prefent:
Charch of Rome. They tell you the Apoftles were for them =
but how know we that? Why by the teftimony of the next
2ge : and where isthat teftimony ? why the third age received
it ; and how is that proved? Why becaufe the fourth age was
of their mind ; And bow prove you that? Whvin the upfhor,
becaufe the prefent age is of their mind : Why but moft Chiri-
ftians of the prefent zge, are againft them: yes, but they are
none of the Church: Ir isonly the prefent Church of Rome.
Well ! but the pre‘ent Churchof Rome reprefented in a Gene-
ral Council may err. 1,butthe Pope cannot in Cathedraand im
approving a Courcill.  So that the fumm is this: 1f the Pope
him(e!f may be judge,the Apofiles were Papifts : Butif the Apo=
{tles may be heard themfelves, they were noune.

I make no doubt ( though Bellarmine deny it,) but other-
Churches can prove as good a fucceffion as the Romane, &5 t0
Bifhops; And poor Bellarmine after all is fain to give UP
¢hit Mark as infufficient to prove a tue Church. Lif. 3: de
Ecclef. cap. 8. Dico fecsn 10, Argumentum & [uccefsione legitim#:
adferri 4 wbss pracipne ad probandsm non effe Ecclefam wubi
non eff hac [wccefsio, qued quidem evidens eff: ex quo tamen W%
colligitnr neceffario, ibi effe Ecclefiam ubi eft fucceffio. BY his
own confeffion then, fucceffion will not prove the Romanifts @
true Church. ;

Butas to a fucceflion of Refigion, anda continustion of the:
Catholick Church, for my part, Iamfo far from declining 't
in argumentation , that Ihere {olemnly profefs to all the Pa-
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pifts that fhall read thefe words, that, AS SOON AS I
SHALL SEE ANY CERTAIN PROOF, BY
CATALOGUE OR ANY OTHER WAY, THAT
THE CATHOLICK CHURCH, HATH suc-
CESSIVELY FROM AGE TO AGE BEEN
PAPISTS,IWILL TURN PAPIST WITHOUT
DELAY: ANDI CHALLENGE THEM TO
GIVEUS SUCH PROOF IF THEY CAN.

Nay if they will prove that inthe firft age alone, or the
fecond, or third alone,the Cacholick Church were Papilts,  am
am refolved to turn Papift : Nay [ am moft confidentthey can-
not prove that in‘any one age to this day, the Catholick Church
were Papifts: - : g

And as to H. Ts. Catalogue; I rerurn him further anfwer,
that no ome named by him in the firft age had any one of
their errors: Andnoone named by him to the year four hun-
dred, (Imay add, tothe year fix hundred,if his falfe catalogue

be truly corre@ed) was a Papift ; fo well hath he proved the Po-
pith Succeffion. : B

But for the plainer opening of this, T fhall add the difcuflionof

another of their deceits..

‘ Catape XX V.
Deteit. 16. A_ Nothier notable fraud of the Papifts, is, to

N confound all their own ervors and corrmptions:
sogether "”d"hf? 20 inftance in fome of thofe errors that are
common 10 them with [eme others, andto omit the Eﬂ;’miaﬂpart:-

of Popery : And fo they would make che world believe, that if’

they prove the Antiquity of any points in d fference berween
them and us, they do thereby prove the antiquity -of Popery’
(and foof theflucceffion ) And {o they would make our Reli-
giop alfo Efentially to confift inevery in‘eriour difference be--
tweenus. :

'Suﬁ'er them not therefore thus to juggle inthe dark, bur di-
ftinguifh between the Effentials of Popery , or the main d; -
rence between' themand us, and the other errors, which are:
not proper to-them alone, :
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