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When wc ceil the Papifts of their Liceniing Whore-houfes at 
Eomei Bonoma^&c. they commonly fly to the words of Aftfiin, 
lib. de Ordine, faying [ A t f y Meretrices de rebus hummu, & 
turbaveris omnia, libidinibrti ?\. e. Tahe away whores from Among 
men , and you will difiurb all things with tufts. ] Though this 
was written when Aufim was but a young convert, and it feems 
that he after changed his mind, yet this {hews that our times 
are far from the abominations of thofe; and our Paftors are far 
more ftri& then Aufiin then was. 

4. As for the Holinefsof their Church by Ceremonies,as Holy 
Water, Holy Oi l , Relicks, Altars, and an hundred fuch things,! 
think it not worth the fpeaking of ; all things are fan&ified to us 
by the word and prayer. We devote our feives and all that we 
have to God,and then to the 7>.ure all things are Pure.We negleft 
no Ordinance of God that we can know of and enjoy. He is a 
fpirit, and ftektth fuch at will worfbip him in fyirit and truth. 
This is theHolinefs that we look after. But ror numbringof 
Beads,and Ave Maries^ and going pilgrirnages.and fuch in
ventions of arrogant men, we place no Holinefs in them , as 
knowing that God defircthnota Mimical or Hiarionical wor-
I h i p ; and that none knows what will pleafe him fo well as 
himfelf. 

C H A P . X X X V . 

DeteZt. 26. A Nother of their Deceits isfy calling us to tell 

beqiH.anawhat Pope dtd bri*nr tUe~,:~ ir ? tt / , • 
bl, the, are from L J p ' f t k f . " > " ^ ' h ' y m " m 

To this B . f l i o p t ; ^ and abundance of our writcri havean-
fweredI them at large. ] (hall therefore fceai but thefe few.but 
fatisfactory words. 

1. I t belongs to you to prove the continuance of your Opini-

° n S ° r « K S ' m ° r e t h c n t 0 u s £ o P r o v e c h e Beginning. 
2. I t fafficech that we prove that there was a time when your 
errors werenot in the Church, and that we can do from the 
Scriptures and the Fathers, and oft have done. 3, You know 
\ our feives of abundance of changes which you know not who 

H h did 
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did firft introduce. Who firft a(fminiftred the Lords Supper in 
one kind only ? dare you fay that this was from the beginning? 
Who firft laid by the Banding on the Lords day, and uied 
kneeling ? ( forbidden 2 0. Condi. Nicen. 1. and in other 
General Councils. ) Alvarm Telagim de planSi. Ecclef. 
art. 2 fo l . iO^Sai th \The Church bewaileth thefins ofthepeople, 
but facially of the Clergy as greater then the fin of Sodom : For 
toe fee that faith and fujiice have forfaken the earth. The Boly 
Scrip tire and [acred Canons are accounted as fables -~ "Z^.es 

now a man of m knowledge that inventeth not 2(ovehtes.\ You 
fee that then Novelties were brought in. The fame V™^™ 
Lirinenfis complaineth of * And not only coroplaineth or out 
giveth Direftion what to do in cafe that [ Nwella altqua 
contagio, non jam portiunculam tantum , feJ totam Ranter he-
ciefiam cvmmaculare conetur? If any mvellcontagion fhdl en
deavour toftain not only a part of the ^ h ^ u t the whole C hu^h 
alike?] AndthenhisadVifcis ro appeal from Novelty to Anti
quity 'and not to the Pope or the prefent Church. And 
withal! he addeth that This Diretticn is but for [ new herefies at 
their fir ft rifw£ , before they falfifie the rules of ancient faith 
(hafi befoi theyLrruptVnt«ent Writers, or can pretend 
io Ant i u i i y ) l n d i f o r e b y the large *reading of~ thevenome 
thejendlvoVr to co/ruftthe volumes ^ 
latedandinveceoteHerefies are not to be « o ^ « way 
becauteby the long trad of time, they have had a long occali 
on of ftealins Trufh : and therefore we mull convince fuch an ; 

on or nca uiL; 11 urn . a«« v»w. . " u 1 A «rh r trtrv 
tient herefies and fchifmsby no means bat by theonly Aa homy 
of the Scripture, if there be need, or avoid them — ] Z<»»«^ 

Were there nor abundance of Novelties introduced , when 
Augnfline ad fanuarium faid that [ They load our Religion vtW-
fervile burdens, which God in mercy would have to be free, with a 
very few and moft manifefl Sacraments of Celebration fo that 
the condition of the fews was more tolerable, thatwere fubjdt to 
L^all Sacraments, and not to the preemptions ejc men J i n«e 
words of A4in your own foh. Gerfon reciting ( devitaiprit. 
animt.UEl. 2." par. 3. ) addeth of his own [ Si tm tempore,0;c 
If in thy dayes thou didflthus mourn, Oh wife Augultinc, vMt 
wouldjl thou, have faidix our time '. where according to the variety 
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and motion of heads, there is incredible variety and dijfonant multi
plicity of fitch fervile burdens, and as thou calleft them, of humane 
preemptions. Among which .as fo many Jnares of fouls, and entang
ling nets, there's fcarce any man thatwalks feeure, and is n$t taken 
(or catcht. ) ] 

How chink you now in the Judgement of Augujline zr\&Ger. 
fon ; whether there have any Novelties been brought into the 
Church : and whether all your Preemptions and burdens, and 
( as 'G erf on calls them) halters for fouls, have come from the 
Apoftles,or are your own? When ail is thus overcome with 
Novelty,' do you make any queftion whether any thing be 
new ? 

I t fcems that Bernard thought that humane Tradicions were 
too much befriended, when he thus defcribeth the AlTemblies 
that he approveth, Epifi. 91 . [_Sucha Council ( do 1 delight 
in ) in which the Traditions of men are not obftinately defended, 
or fuperfiitioufly obferved ; but they do diligently and humbly 
enquire, yvhat u the good, and well pleafing.and perfetl will of God.] 

Anditfeems to roe that General Councils by error intro
duced Novelties, when Later Councils were fain to undo what 
the former had dons : For fo doth blefl>d A ug»f? in e pro ft f$ 
they did, faying, De Baptif cont. Donat. lib. 2. cap, 6. £ And 
Councils themfelves that are gathered through feveral Regiont 
or Provinces,do without any fcruple yield to the authority of more t 
plenary Councils that are gathered out of the whole (fhriftiau world; 
and thofe fame plenary Councils do often yield ( or give place ) 
the former to the later , when by fome experiment of matters,that 
which wasfhut u opened,and that which lay hid u known Smt here 
are alterations made even by General Councils that corrcd 
one another. 

And what fhouid hinder the Introduction of Novelty when 
General Councils do fo often err ? Nay i f men Councils be 
Morally and Interprecatively the whole Church, as tbePapifts 
fay, then the whole Church doth err in the reception of fome 
Novelty, before they declare it by their decrees. I f you fay, 
that General Councils cannot err,nor introduce fuch Novelties] 
yourChampion Bellarmine and many of your own.will give you 
the Lie: faith he Be Concil. lib. 2. cap. 11, £ Ne% potefi &c. 
I* cannot bt anfmred that thofe Councils erred bmufe they were 

H h 2 ngt 
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not Uwfull ( that is the Arrian and other Heretical General 
Councils,at that at Strmium,Millanie, Ariminumy Ephefus, fe-
veral at Conftantinople diffallowed by the Papifts ) For to wft 
of them there was nothingw anting but the "Popes a/fent. Tea 
the fecon-l at Ephefus was altogether like that at Bafil : For 
both were called by the P*pe \ in both of them the Popes Legate 
was prefent at the beginning ; from both of them the Popes Le
gate (hortly after went Aft ay: in both of them the Pope was excom
municated ; andyet that the Council of Ephefus erred,theadver-
faries will not deny ] Hence be concludeth that [ the chief Power 
Ecclefta/lical is not in the Churchy nor in the Council, the Pope be
ing removed formaliter vel fuppletive. ~] 

And what ftiould hinder, when there is but one mans vote 
againft it,even the Popes, but that Novelty and error may enter 
at anytime; and when that one man is oft fo wicked and He
retical as he a. For General Councils are but a mecr name and 
mockery .The packing of them (hews it : the Paucity and non-
Uhiverfality of them fhewsit.The Management of their affairs 
fliews it. They do nothing fincethe Papal reign,buc what the 
Pope will ( excepting the condemned Councils) They have no 
Being till he Will • nor make any Decrees but what he Will : 
Nor are their Decrees of any further power, then he is pleated 
to give them. So that his Will is the fenfe of the General 
Council or univerfal Church. I need not turn you for this to 
Sleidan, or Vergerim Bif rnpof Trent, that tell us the Holy 
Ghoit came to that Council in a Cloak-bag from Rome i nor 
to Efpsr.f&us in Tit. i 2 fag. 42. feeing Bellarmine fpeaks it out, 
Xte Concil. lib. 2. cap. 11 . faying, [ We mufi know that the Pope 
uwont to fend Legates inflrubled concerning the judgement of^ the 
Apeftolick. feat, Veith this Condition , that if the Council do 
confent to thejudgement of the Apoflolick^feat, it fhall be form
ed into a Dicree; If not, the forming of the decree /hall be de
ferred till the Pope of Rome, being advifedwith, /hall return his 
anfwer ] And faith BelUrmine de Concil. lib. 2.cap. 11« C i n 

the Council o/Bafil, Sef. 2. it was decreedby common confent, to
gether with the Popes Legate, that a Cvuncil is above the Pope -5 

which certainly is now judged erroneous J And theCouncil of La-
teran&nd Florence decreed the contrary. And Pighius faith 
srarcb.Ecckf, I . 6. that [the Cometh of Con^mce andft&Cil 

went 
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went about by anew tricky, and pernicious example to defiroy the 
Eccleftaftical H ierarchy, and infiead of it to bring in the Domi
nation of a promifcuem confufed popular multitude , that is to 
ra'ife again Baby I )n it felj\fubjetting to tbemfelves, or to the com
munity of the Church , ( which they falfly pretended that they 
Repreftnt) the very Head and Prince of the whole Church ; and 
him that is the Vicar of Chrifl himfeIf in this his Kingdom, and 
this againft Order and Nature, againft the cleareft light of Gofpel 
verity\ againft all Authority of Antiquity, and againft the un
doubted Faith and Judgement of the Orthodox Church it felf ] 

Mark Papifts: General Councils with the Popes Nuncio may 
bring in Novelties in faith, againft the cleareft light of the 
Gofpel, and the full Confent of Antiquity • and yet thefe 
Councils affirmed their opinions to be de fide, and the contrary 
to be Heretical and Damnable, and contrary to all Antiquity. 
You fee then that Novelties are among you in matters of faith. 
And the French to this day are guilty of thofe Noveltiesy and 
alfo charge their Adverfaries with Innovation. 

Nay what will you fay, i f General Councils themfelves are 
but Novel ies, though they are the foundation of the faith of 
one half of the Papifts ( as the Pope is of the o;her ) I fay not 
fo, but judge whether your Champion Pigbius fay fi,H'erarch, 
Ecclcf. lib 6. cap. i. fel. 230. where be faith that [^Concilia 
univerfalia non habent Divinam , &c. General Councils have 
not a Dsvixe or Supernatural Original, but meerly an humane 
Original, and are the Invention of Conftantine a Prince, profita
ble indeed fometimes to find out in Contr ever fie, which is the Ortho
dox and Catholic^ truth, thiugh to this they are not neceffary; 
feeing its a readyer way to advifc with the Apoftolic^feat ] How 
now Sirs ? Is your Reprefentative Church the foundation of 
your faith, a Novelty of C°»ft<**tines invention- and yet are 
you m the old way, and mu(t we be put to prove you to be No-
vclifls ? 

Do you think thofe Popes did go the Old way, of whom 
Alvarus Pelagins fpeaks ( de plantlu Ecclef.art. t^M.lQ 
that [they fucceeded in authority, but not in Santlity, intruding 
themfelvet, procuring, bargaining, Rebuilding ToWtrs and Pa
laces in Baby Ion jhat isjn Rome according to Hierom] Some foul 
innovation lure they were guilty of that fo re-edified 'Babylon. 

H h 3 So 



8 A Key for Catbolicks. 

So that this is my firft proof that you are Novelifts- from 
the General Accufations of others, and Confeffions of your 
own. 

2. Another proof that changes may be, and yet the time 
and Authors be unknown, is from the inftance of other 
Churches that have been corrupted or fubvened by Innovati
ons, and yet the time and authors are unknown. You accufe 
the Churches in Babajpa of many errors your felves; and you 
are not able to tell us when they came in, or who introduced 
them. The fame may be faid of the Georgians, Armenians, 
Egyptians, yea and&f-rhe<5reeksand Ruffians. Can you tell 
us when, and by whom each error was introduced that corrupt
ed the Churches mentioned in the Scripture ? as Corinth, Phi-
Uppi^olofs^hejfalonica, Ephefus, Laodic<ea, and the reft : you 
know you can give us no better an account of this, then we can 
of the Authors of your Corruptions, nor fo good. 

You know that among the Primitive Fathers, whofe writings 
are come to our bands, many errors had the Ma/or vote, as that 
of the Corporeity of Angels, ( which your fecond General 
Council at Nice owned ) and their population with women before 
the flood, the MiUenary conceit, and many more which you con-
fefs to be errors. Tell us when any of thefe came in, i f you can 
( unlefs you will believe that Papas received the laft from fohn, 
and then its no error.) Who did firft bring the Allan Churches 
to celebrate Eafter at a feafon differing from yours? Who fnf t 
brought the Brittains to it ? Nay we know not certainly who 
firft Converted many Nationson earth, nor when they firft re
ceived their Christianity .-and how then fhould we know when 
they firft received each error? 

And we find that good men did bring in Novelties; and what 
was by them introduced as indifferent, would eafily by cuftom 
grow to feem Neceffary .• and what they received as a doubtfull 
opinion, would eafily grow to be efteemed a point of Faith. 
The Presbyters and whole Clergy of Neocafarea were offended 
with Bafil for his Innovations, * /« . for bringing in a new 
Pfalmodie, or way of ringing to God j and for his new order 
of Monafticks: and they told him that, none of this was lo in 
gregories dayes; and what anfwereth Bafil ? He denyeth not 
tb€ Novelty of his Pfalmodie, but retorts again on ehem, that 

their 
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their Lerany alfo was new, and not known in the time of Gre
gory (Thaumaturgus ) yea, faith he, How knew you that thefe 
things were not in the dajes of Gregory ? For you have kept 
nothing unchanged to this day of all that he was ufed to] you fee 
what chopping and changing was then in the Church among ail 
forts, when fuch an alteration was made in lefs then forty years. 
Yet Bafil would not have unity to be laid on any of thefe things, 
but addeth, [_Bat we pardon all thefe things, though Gad will 
examine all things ' only let the principal things be fafe•] Bafil 
Epift.6^ Ifidore Pelufiota lib. I . Epift. 90. faith, thac £the 
Apoflles of the Lord ftudying to refirain and fupprefs unmeet lo
quacity, ani [hewing themfelves Mifitrs of mo defty and gravity 
to us, did by w fe Council permit women to ftng in the Churches, 
But as all Gods documents are turned into the contrary, fo this is 
turned to dijf ilutenefs, ani the occafion of fin. For they are not of
fered with deep compunction in finging Divine Hymns 5 but abu-
fingthe fweetnefsof the finging, to the irritating and provoking of 
tuft,they take it for no better then ft age-play fongs : 1 therefore he 
advtfeth that thej be fufered to ftng no more. 

Here you fee 1. That changes had happened about many 
Divine things. 2, That bcadviiech himfelf the introducing of 
this novelty, thac women be forbidden ringing in the Church, 
becaufeof theabufe, though he- confefs it a wife Apoftolick Or
der. So that for Novelty by good men to creep inco Gods wor-
lhip, is not Orange. 

3- Moreover the Nature of the thing may tell all the world, 
that neither you nor we can be accountable of the beginning 
of every error that creepeth into the Church: For 1. The 
diftanceof time is great. 2. Hiftorians are not fo exad : and 
what they tell us not, neither you, nor we can know. 3. Much 
2 ? , / y . 1 T r ^ e d ' t M u c h " i r r u p t e d b y your wicked for
geries as barh beenotc proved to you. 5 . Mixtures of Fabies 
have hmdred the credit of much of it. 6. Nations are not \^ 
dividualperfons,butconfiftof millions of individuals: And as 
itisno^a whoieNationthatiseonvertedto the faith at once, 
fo neither is it whole Nations that are perverted to Hercfie at 
once, but one received it firft, and then more and more till it 
over-fpread the whole. paui faith that fuch dodrine eateth like 
a Gangrene j and that is by degrees, beginning on one pare, and 

proceeding 
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proceeding to the reft. 7. As I faid before, that which is at firft 
received but as an Opinion and an Indifferent thing, mult nave 
time to grow into a Cuftom ; and that Cultom msketD it a 
Law, and makes Opinions grow up to be Articles of FaitD, ana 
Ceremonies grow to be Neceffary things You know that tms 

.1 , - rS nrAnsMrinonninicnsm the WOrlU. 
our 

V(her 
own writers, the rife of Givers or your vamuc . « 1 
hath told the Jefuite more : and fo he ^ f ^ T ^ / Z 
thriving to your prefent height, in his Book de I f J ' . a n d 

r . „ , . / v „ i r„ n j * . \ n hie Mitteneef Iniquity » * 
thriving to your prefent height, m hts boo* ™ j . a n d 

Ecclef. And fo hath Mornay in his Mjfitru't ^ Z 'f fan-
Rivet in the Defenfe of him againft Cofferers 4 « n-A«i & 
M M hath purpofely written a Book <fc i v W * " f ^ n ^ e r v 

,in the feveral parts of i t . To thefe therefore I remit you »or a 
fwer to this Objedion. f r dodrines 

« Can voutellusvourfelves, when man} or yuui 
5. u rn you ten u s > u u , . U O V O U T j o,abbaths jajt* 

orpradicesfprung up? When took you np you 
for which you have been^condemned b | a Counal ? Y » r ^ 
that when the twentieth Canon of the Nicene 
made, and when the Canons at T r ^ ^ ^ p r a y a n d 

Pradieeof the Church through t h e o n the 
perform other worftup• fttoding, ancT» » ^ i t i o n * a s firft 
LordsDay. Tell us when this Canon » ~ ^ ^ o f y o n c 
violated by you, ^ ^ m L ^ U ^ m bri^ it eff ? 
Church to give Infants the Euchanft; w & 0 . n ™ " k } ^ s . w h o 
^was once your pradice to Commumcate g * ^ ^ 
firft denyed the Cup to the Laity ? At firflt i t w « onw 
ful Opinion, that Saints are to be Pray ed to and thedCM p ^ 
cdfor, which came tow mens minds about the third or ro 
Century ? But who firft made them Articles of fr«b ? * 
^ L r began to doubt, whether there were ^ot forne^na 

o ^ t ^ a n o f o ^ 
L W i t « and all the reft of the concent of Antiquity, 
Dr. 4 - ^ ' . Dr . Ccfm and others have produce^ ? W« ^ 
i t that firft taightanopradifed the puttmg an O . * t 
Clergy of the Chriftian Church within your power to ^ 
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to the Pope, and to obey^ 4ura as the Vicar of Chrift ? Who 
firf t taught men to fwear, that they would not interpret Scru 
pture, but according to the unanimous Confent of the Fathers ? 
Who was the firf t that brought in the doctrine or name of 
Tranfubftantiation ? and who firft made it an Article of faith? 
Who firf t made it a point of faith to believe that there are juft 
fevenSacraments, neither fewer nor more? Did any before the 
Council of Trent fwear men, to receive and profefs without 
doubting, all things delivered by the Canons and Oecumenical 
Councils, when at the fame time they caft off themfelves the 
Canons of many General Councils, and fo are generally and 
knowingly perjured ? ( as e. g. the twentieth Canon of Nice 
forementioned) Thefcand abundance more you know to be 
Novelties with you, i f wilfulnefs or grofs ignorance bear not 
rule with you; and without great impudence you cannot deny 
i t . Tell us now when thefe firft came up , and fatisfk your 
feives. 

One that was afterward your Pope ( tineas Sylvius,Epift. 
288. faith, that before the Council of Nice, there was little refpetl 
had to the Church of Rome.- You fee here the time mentioned 
when your foundation was not laid. 

Your Learned Cardinal Nicol. Cufanus, lib. de Concord. Ca-
thoLc 13. &c. tells you how much your Pope hath gotten of 
late .-.and plainly tells you, thac the Papacy is but of Pofttive 
right and that Triers are equaH, andtkatitisfubieclional con
fer* that gives the Pope and Bijhops their Majority, and that the 
difttnclton ofDioceJfes, and that a Bifhop be over Presbyters, are of 
Pofitiye nght and that Chriftgave no more to Peter than the reft • 
and that if the f^egate Church fbould choofe the Bifhop of 
Trent for their Prc ftdent and Head, he fhould be more properly 
Peters Succefforthen the Bifhop, 0f T c U U f R 0 ^ h / n 

the contrary dodrme firft arofe? 
Gregory deyalentia ( de leg. ufu Euchar. cap. 10. tells you 

that the Receiving the Sacrament in one kind, began not by the 
decree of any Bifhop, but by the very nfeof the Churches, and the 
confer of believers : and tchyou, that it is unknown when tkat 
Cuftom firft begun, or get head, but that it was General in the 
Laune Church, not long before the late Council of Conftance 
And may you not fee in this, how other points came in ? 

I i I f 
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I f Pope Zofimm had but had his w i l l , and the Fathers of the 
Carthage Council had not diligently difcovered^fharntd, and re
filled his forgery , the world had received a new Nicene Canon,, 
and we fhould never have known the Original of i t . 

Its a confiderable Inftance that VJher brings, of ufing the 
Church fervice in a known tongue. The Lacine tongue was the 
Vulgar tongue, when the Liturgy and Scripture was firft writ
ten in it ( at Rome and far and neer it was underftood by all, ) 
The fervice was not changed, as to the language; but the lan
guage it felf changed ^ and fo Scripture and Liturgy came to be 
in an unknown tongue ; And when did the Latine tongue 
ceafe to be underftood by all t Tell us what year, or by whom 
the change was made?faith Erafmus ( Decladctnfur. Parif.tit. 
12. $.4.1 .J [The Vulgar tongue was not taktn from the people, but: 
the people departed from it. \ . p 

5. We are certain that your errors were not in the tiroes or 
the Apoftles, nor Jong after y and therefore we are fure that they 
are Innovations. And i f I find a man in a Dropfie, or a Confump-
t ion , I would not tell him that he is well , and ought not to 
feek remedy, unlefs he can tell when he began to be ill , and 
^vhat caû ê  it 

You take u*s to beHereticaU and yet you cannot tell us when 
our errors did firft arife.Will you td l usof Luther ? Yoaknow-
the Albigenfes whom you murdered by hundreds and tnoulands, 
were long, before him ? Do you know, when they begun ? 
Your Reinerim faith 'that fome faid , they were from Stl-
vtjlers dayes, and fome faid fmce the Apoftles h but no otoer 
beginning do you know. fi . 

6 v B u t to conclude* what need we any more, then to nno 
you owning the very do&rine and pra&ife of Innovation J 
\tfjien you maintain that ,yoo can make us new Articles of faitn, 
and new worihip, and new discipline, and that the Pope, can 
difpenfe with the Scriptures, and fuch like, what reafonbave 
we to believe that your Church, abhorreth Novelty ? I f you de
ny any .of this, I prove i t . 

£ppe £eo the tenth among other of Luther s opinions, reckon
e d and oppofeth this as2 Heretjcall £ It is certain thatit is not tn 
tkehw&sf she Church or Pope, to make Aftklej of faith J ( m 

Bnlkcont.Lmh;), ^ 

file:///tfjien
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The Council of Conflance that took the fupremacy Juftly 
from the Pope , did unjoftiy take the Cup from the Laity i n 
the Eucharift, [ Licet in primitiva Ecclefta httjufmodi Sacra-
mentum reciperetur a fidelibus fab utra%, specie, i . e. Though in 
the primitive Church this Sacrament was received by Believers 
under both hjnds.~\ 

The Council of Trent (ky,SeJf.2 I .cap. 1,2. that [this power was 
alway in the Church : that in difpenfing the Sacraments,faving the 
fubfiance of them it might ordain or change things,as it (houldjudge 
moft expedient to the profit of the receiver.] 

fafqucxuTo. 2. Dijp. 216. N. 60. faith Q Though we fhonld 
grant that this was a precept of the Apoftks., neverthelefs the 
Church and Pope might on jufl caufes abrogate it: For the Power 
of the Apofiles was no greater then the power of the Church and 
Pope in bringing in Precepts.] 

Thefe I cited in another Treatife againft Popery, page 365. 
Where alfo I added that of Pope Inmctnt \_ Secundum plenhudi-
nem poteflatist &c. -By the fulnefs of our powfir, we candifpenfe 
with the Law aboveLaw~2 And the Giofs thac ofcfaith £ The 
Pope difpenfeth againft the Apoftle; againft the Old T((lament. 
The Pope difpenfeth with the Gofpe 11 interpreting it] And Gregor. 
de valent. faying ( Tom. 4- fyp> 8 ; ) [ Certainly fome 
things in later times are more rightly conftituted in the Church 
then they were in the beginning 2 And of Cardinal' Per ons faying, 
lib. 2. Obf. 1. cap. 1. pag. 674. againft King James, of the Au
thority of the Church to alter matteri conteined in the Srripturc: 
and his inftance [ofthe form of Sacraments being alterable; and 
the Lords command [Drin^ ye all of it] mutable and difpenfable* 
And Tolets [ Its certain that all things inftituted by the Apofiles 
Were not of Divine right. ~J Andradius ( Defenf.Concil.Trid.lib. 
2 . pag. 236. [Hence it is plain that they do not err that fay 
the Topes of Rome may fometime dfpenfe with Laws made by 
Paul and the four firft Councils — ] AndBzoviu* £ The Ro» 
manQhurchufing Apofiolical power , doth according to the Con
dition of times, char,ge all things for the better ] And yet Will 
you not give us leave to take you for changers and 
Novelifts f 

But let us add to thefe witnefles, force more of your wor
thies, Augufl. Triumph, de Aucon.ej.$,drtA.h'\th[Tomakea 
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new Creed, belongs only to the Pope, becaufe he is the Head of the. 
Chriflian faith, by whofe authority all things belonging to faith 
are confirmed and firengthened » ] Et Art. 2. [As he may 
make a new Creed, [o he may multiply new Articles upon Arti
cles] And (inTrJfat.fum.'ad fohan.22.) he faith that [the 
Popes power is Infinite, becaufe the Lord is great, and hisfirength 
great , and of his greatnefs there is no end 3 And q. 36. ad. 6a 

he faith that [ the Popegiveth the Motion of Direction, and the 
fenfe of Knowledge into all the members of the Church For in 
him we live and move and have our being * And the Wtll of 
God, andconfequently the Popes Will,who is his Vicar, is the fir ft 
andchUfcaufeof all motions corporal I and Spiritual. \ And then 
no doubt may change without blame. e . 

Abbas Panormitan, in cap. C. Chrifisesde haret.n.2. faith, 
[The Pope can bring in a new Article of faith "} And Peer, de 
Anchor am An idic. L The Pope can make new Articles of faith „ 
that is, fuch as nowought to be believed, when before they ought 
not to be believed;^ 

Turrecremat.funt,deEccl. lib. 2 . cap. 203. faith that Itht 
Pope is the Meafure,and Rule,and Science of things to be believed.\ 
And Augufi. de Ancona (hews as tha« the judgement of God's not 
higher then the Popes, but thefame,and that therefore no m anmay 
appeal from the Pope to God\ f q « - 6 . art. i . ) And therefore 
be not offended, if we fuppofe you to have changes. 

A Confutation of a Vopifi Manufcript on this point, 

J u f t as I was wr i t ing th is , I received another Popifo 

M.S. fent from Wolverhampton to Smrbridge, to which I 
(hall return an anfwer before I go to the next point. 

Pap. M . S, An Argument for the Church. 

I T will not be denyed but that the Church of Rome was once 
a mofipure,excellent,fiourifhing and Mother Church 

her faith renowned in the whole world, Rom. 1.8. & c». 
£ Whites 
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Whites Def. p. 555. King James Speech to the Parliament. 
Whitaker in his Anfwer to Dr . Sanders. Fulk. cap. 2 1 . Thef. 
^.Reynolds in his fifth Conclufion. 

This Church could not ceafe to be fuch, butfhe mufifall either by 
Apo ft ACHere fie, or Schifm* 

Apo ft acj is not only a renouncing of the faith of Chrif ; but 
of the name and Titleof Chriftianity. No man will fay that the 
Church of Rome had fuch a fa\l% orfellfo. 

Here fie is An adhefion or faft cleaving to fome private or ftngu * 
lar Opinion, or error in faith, contrary to the generally approved 
doctrine of the Church. 

If the Church of Rome didever adhere to any fingular or new 
epinion,difagreeable to the common received doctrine of the Chri-
flian World, 1 pray you fatisfte me in thefe particulars. 

1. By what General Council was fhe ever condemned ? 
2. Which of the Fathers ever writ againft her ? 
3. By what AuthorityWAS fhe othtrwife reproved} 
For it feems to be a thing very incongruous, that fo great a 

Church ftbould be condemned by every private perfon , who hath 4 
mind to condemn her. 

Schifm is a departure or divifion from the unity of the Church, 
whereby the bond and Communion kid with fome former.Church id 
broken anddiffolved. 

If ever the Church of Rome divided her felf from any body of 
faithfull Chriftians, or broke Communion, or went forth from the 
Society of any Elder Church , I pray you fatisfie me in thefe 
particulars. 

1. Whofe company did fhe leave ? 
2. From what body went fhe forth ? 
3. where wai the true Church fheforfoo\ ? 
For it appears not a little ftrange» that a Church fkould bo 

accounted Schifmatical, when there cannot be afftgnedany other 
Church different from her ( which from age to age ftnee Chrifts 
time hath continued viftble) from whence fhe departed, ] 

Thus far the Papifts Manufcripr. 

J I i 5 A» 

I 
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<iAn Anfveerto the foregoing Argument. 

I F the Author of this Argument thinks as he fpeaks, its a cafe 
to be lamented with tears of blood, that the Church of 

Chrift (hould be abufed,and the fouls of men deluded by men of 
fo great ignorance. But i f he know that he doth but juggle and 
deceive, its as lamentable that any matter of Salvation fhould 
fall into fuch hands. 

1. This Argument I have before anfwered,Zto*#. 13 -The word 
Church here is ambiguous,and either flgnifieth, 1. A particular 
Church,whichisanAiTociation ofChriftiansfor perfonal Com
munion in Gods wor(hip. 2. Or divers fuch Allocations or 
Churches Affoeiated for Communion by their officers or dele
gates, for unity fake. 3.0relfeie mayfignifie fome one Mi -
ibris Church that is'the Ruler of all the reft in the world. 4. Or 
elfeitmay fignifiethe Univerfal (Catholick; Church it ielf, 
which containeth all the particular Churches in the world. 

The Papift (hould not have plaid either the blind man or the 
Jugler by confounding thefe, and never telling us which he 
means. 1. For the firft,we grant him that ^ was once an ex
cellent flouriftiing Church ; Andfo was Ephefus, literuftlem , 
Philipph Colore and many more. 

2. As to the fecond fence it is humane,or from Church cultorn, 
fo to take the word Church • for Scripture, that I find doth not 
fo ufe i t : But for thething,we are indifferent; Though it can
not be proved that in Scripture times Rome had any more then a 
particular Church ; yet its all one as to our caufe. 

3. As to the third and fourth fenfes, we deny, as confidently 
as we do that the Sun is darknefs; that ever in Scipture times 
Rome was either a Mother to all Churches, or the Ruler and Mi-
ftris of all, or yet the Univerfal Church it felf. Prove this, and 
X will turn Papift. 

But there's not a word for it in the Texts cited, but an intima
tion of much againft i t . Taul callcth Rome a Church, and com-
mendeth itsfaith.True,butdothhenot fobvthe Thejfahma»sf 

ColojriA»s,£pbeftan?,Philippians,&c. and fohnby the W*~ 
delpkMHttPerg4mHftTbj4tir*, and others, as well ? Ana wm 
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not this prove th&tReme was but fuch a particularChurch as one 
of them 2 

The citation of Proteftants are done it feems by one that ne
ver read them, nor would have others read them which makes 
him turn us to whole books to fearch for them, i f we have no
thing elfe to do, and to mifcited places. But we know that all 
our Divines confefs that Rome was once a true and famous par
ticular Church, but never the Univerfall Church, nor the Ruler 
of the world,or of all other Churches, in Pauls dzyes. Would 
you durft lay your caufe on this, and put it to the tryal ? Why 
elfe did never Paul make one word of mention of this Power and 
honour, nor fend other Churches to her to be Governed ? 

And now I pray confider to what purpofe is the reft of your 
reafoning? What is it to me, whether Romebe turned either 
Apoftatc, Heretical, or Schifmatical, any more then whether 
ferufalem^phefm^Philippi, or any other Church be fo fain ? 
I f you are not fain I am glad of i t ; i f you are I am forry for ic; 
and fo I have done with y ou(unlefs I knew how to recover you.) 
Would you not laugh even at the Church of ferufalem that was 
truly the Mother Church of the world, i f they (hoald thusrea-
fon £ We are not fain away: therefore we muft Rule over all the 
world, and no man is a£hriftian that doth not obey us ? J This is 
the fport you make in the cheating of fouls. 

Wel l ; but let us follow you, though our caufe be* not con
cerned in it. i . I anfwer,that we accufe you not of renouncing 
the name of Chrift. 2. We muft needs fear, that according t o 
to your own definition of Herefic, you are guilty of many 
Herefies. 

And to your Queftions, I anfwer. i . Tpray you tell us what . 
General Councils did ever condemn one half of theHerefiei men
tioned by Eptfhanius,Augufiine or PhilaftrimW&s there ever a 
greaser rabble of Herefies then before ever a General Council 
was known f and were they dead and buryed before the f i r f t 
General Council was born? 2 . Did you rot fmile when you 
wro:e thefe delufory Queftions ? How can a General Coun
cil condemn you,or any great part of the Church : for inftance 
the Greeks, &c. I f you be not there its not a General Council? 
And will.you be there to condemn your feives ? you have more 
witandiefs^ grace, then fo. And I pray, what General Coun-



Al\eyfor (atbolicfo. 

cil did ever condemn the Greeks, for thofe many errors charged 
on them ? i f the Greeks themfelves were not there, it was not 
a General Council ; fo confiderable a part are they of the 
Church. And what General Council hath condemned the Abaf-
fines, Egyptians, &c. 

3. Do you think General Councils are fo ftark mad or hor
ridly impious,a* to condemn fo many Kingdoms with one con
demnation , foTHerefie / Why, they know that men mult be 
heard, before they be conderaned,and a Kingdom conliltctti or 
many millions of fouls. And it is not enough to know every 
mans faith, i f we know the faith of the King,or Pope.or Arcn 
bitoop, or B.fliops : And how longftiail they be examining eacn 
perfon in many Kingdoms? c „>uorc 

4 But yet I can fay more of your Church then of other • 
He that kills the Head, kils the Man: Your UfurpmgHead is 
an Eflential part of your New-formed Church : But your 
Head hath been condemned by Councils; therefore y our cnurcn 
in its eUcntial part hath been condemned by Councils. Uo } on 
not know that all the world f a s well as the b$n™^°u™n 

Sinueffan.) condemned your Pope M^ceUinusfor U^r>™ 
Moli? Know you not that two o r ; t h r e e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
demned Pope Honors a, a Monotheh* ? Yet • ^oubt you 
know it.Kno wyou not that the fecond G ^ J ^ J 
fm condemned and excommunicated y our Pope ? And thattae 
Council of Baftl called by him did the hke I f you do not fee 
Bellarmines parallel of them de Coneys lib. 2>cap.i 1 Uo i 
need to tell you what ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ J Z X ^ 
John 22. alias 23. and fob* 13• and other Popes were depoie 
by Councils? , mn-

2. And for Fathers, do I need to tell you how many con 
&tmnedMarcellinM,Lifari»s, Bomrim and others ? How _ 
Hilary PiBav. (in fragments in recit. Epifl. Libem) ,° f u r f e 

out Anathema tibiUberiy prevaricator : prefummg to cur 
and excommunicate your Pope. Need I tell you what Ti«M« 
faith a g a i n f t ^ W ^ : YeafWhat ^Iphonfusa C*ftj°™i" 
vers of your own fay againft Liberws, Honortus, ^ j W f j 
CeleftiJ, and tell us that many Popes have b e e n H ^ 
A t leaft give us leave to believe Tope Adrian the | ix» h e 

felf. Read Dom. Bannes in zm * +1. i a W n * V € S 
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proves at large againft Pighias, that a Pope may be an Heretic^ 
and laughs at Pighius that now after two hundred years would 
prove chcna falfe wienefTes, which write that Pope Honorias was 
condemned for an Heretick by three Popes, viz. Agatho, Leo 
the fecond, and Adrian the fecond. 

3. But perhaps you'f fay, that though jour Popes have been 
condemned by Cornells,yet fo have not your maintained doctrines. 
Anfw. Ye?, that they have too. Did not the Councils at C&u-
ftantinople condemn the Doctrine of the fecond Nicene Council 
for Image-worftiip, and the Council at Frankforddo the like / 
And thofe two at Conftantinople were as much General as your 
Council of Trent was, and much more. 

And yet that fame Council at Nice did condemn the dodrinc 
of St. Thorn. Aquinas, and your Doctors commonly of wor-
(hipping the Image of Chrift, and Crofs, and fign of the Crofs 
with Latria,divine worfhip. 
And did not s our General Councils at La'crane and Florence de

clare that the Pope is above a Council,and that they cannot de-
pofe him ? <&c. And yet your General Councils at ConflanceznA 
Baftl determine the contrary as an Article of Faith,and exprefly 
affirm the former to be Herefie. See then your own dodrine, 
even in a fundamental point condemned by General Councils of 
your own ( which fide foever you take, the Popes, or the Coun
cils. ) 

And did not the fixt Council of Carthage, of which St. Au-
guftine was a principal member, not only deted Pope Zofimas 
.forged Canon of Nice, but alfo openly and prevalently refift 
and rejed your Ufurpation, and refufe your Legates and Ap
peals to you ? I f you would cloak this, believe your own Pope 
Boniface Epift. ad Eulalium,kyingl Aurelms fometime Bifhop 
of Carthage, ™ r £ his Colleagues, did begin, by the Devils infii-
gationto wops proud againfl the Church of Rome in the times of 
vur PreJfccjjors.Ronxhce and C define, j 

Atfd i f you have learnt to except againft this Epiftie, fee 
your Biihop ZtWrf»^ juftifyingir, Panopl.l. cap.%9. Or at 
leaft believe your Champion HardingagainU Jewels Challenge, 
art.4-.fett.l9' [After the whole African Church had perfevercd 
in fchifmthe f f ace of twenty years, and had removed thsmfelves 
from the obed ence of the Apo{lolick_ feat, being feduced by Au-

K k relit! s 
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rclms Btfhop of Carthage.^ Again note, thac Auflin was one of 
them. 

Butyou'ifay, that this was not a General Council : Anfw. 
True j for when part rifeth againft part, it cannot be the whole 
that is on either fide. 

Moreover do you not know that the Greeks have condemned 
you oft? And truly their Councils have been much more Ge
neral then yours at Trent was, whereabout forty Bifhopsalter
ed the Canon of Scripture, and made Tradition equal with it. I 
think verily this one County would have afforded a far better 
Council of a greater number. 

But Tie once more name one General Council that hath con
demned your very foundation > and that is the fourth General 
Council at Calcedon before mentioned , Aft* i$. Can. 28. & 
Aft. 16. where you may find, 1. That the ancient Priviledges 
of the Roman Throne were given them by the Fathers ( in 
Council) 2. Thac the Reafon was, becaufe Rome was the Im
perial City. 3. They give Equal Priviledges to the feat of Con* 
fiaminople, becaufe it was now become New Rome. 4. That 
the Roman Legates would not be prefent at this a#. 5. But the 
next day when they did appear, and pretended that this a d was 
forced theBifhopsallcryed [ No man was compiled s its a ju/i 
decree; we all fay thus; we all approve it '.Let that ft and that 
isdecreed; itsallright.} „ w K „ „ 

6. Here fpecially note that this General Council thought they 
needed not the Popes Approbation for the validity of their De
crees when they pafs them, and take them for valid, even con
trary to the will of the Pope. Speak you that bear the lealt re
verence to a General Council. Did this Council think that their 
Decree*! were invalid, if the Pope approve them not ? You fee, 
i f you be not wilfully blind, they did not. And who is now to 
be believed ? Bellatmine and his party,and the prefent prevalent 
party of the Papifts, that fay, Councils not approved by the 
Pope are invalid or without authority; or the Council of Ca'ce-
don that thought otherwife ? ' 

7. Note that the Popes Legates called this [An humbug ana 
depr effing, and wronging of the Papacy, and therefore entred their 
SJfent: fee Bellarmines Ctofefwfib 2. de Pontif. cap. t7< m « r 

dm notes on this Council. Baronius an,^%i . 
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8. Note aifothat the fhtfrs of Btllarm. Binnins, Barsnius, 
Becanus, Gretfer, &c. are apparently falfe, that fay this Canon 
was furreptitioufly brought into the Counc i l fo r ^Etim Aft. 
16. openly profelTed the contrary, and all theBlhops profefTed 
their confent to the laft. 

9- Note a Mb that this is one of the four Great Council; which 
the Papifts themfelves compare to the four Gofpels • and in ic 
were fix hundred and thirty Fathers. 

10. Note alfo that this great Council is againft them, and on 
the Proteftant fide in the very foundation of all our differences 
Whether the Roman Privifedges be jure divine or humano ? A nd* 
though it be but the Priviledges, and not the now.claimed Vicar-
flup that was in Queftion, yet the Conciufion i* the ftronger 
agamft them, becaufe the Ieffer was denyed. 

But their h f t fhift is , that this Claufc or Canon was not ap
proved, and fo is Null . 1. Mark then you that wrote this Ma-
nufcripr, that we have General Councils againft you - but we 
want the Popes Approbation. And in good fndnefs .was that 
the mean.ng of your Queftion [ rvhat Council, that is wkat 
Pope cmdemntdour Church ?} Can ic be expected chat this one 
man fhonld condemn himfelf ? or can you be no Heretick t i l l 
then ? 

2. But let it be fo this once. Did not your Pope approve of 
this Council when Gregory the firftdid liken it with the Other 
three to the four Gofpels ? and faid of this [Tota devotioue Com. 
pleHori tntegerrtmaapprobation cujlodio] I embrace it with my 
whole devotion^ I keep it with moft entire approbation! Grer. f 
uPrl'1' fytf-2*' the Decrees, DM. i%.c.z I 

think this « eiprefly a full Approbation, not without excepting 
b " 7 X / , u d f n g a n r - n exceptions. And £ T £ f 

I did alfo before inftance the fixt General Council againft 
you, approved by Pope Adrian in his Epiftie to Tbarafius in the 
fecond Nicene Council. 

And indeed it is no hard matter to prove you condemned bv 
your own Popes alfo. I f you could but underftand the plaineft 
words i n a matter that is againft your opinions and wills there 
needed no talk to perfwadc you that Pope Qregory the firft cori-

K k 2 demned 


