
A Kgy for Catholkks. 

nvincibl e ignsrunce in re(pcb~l of the Law of Nature *nd tht 
Decalogue. ] 

Andnote for theunderftandingofall this,that this which they 
call an Implicite faith in Chriji, is m aftttal faith in Chrifi at alL 
He that only believes as the Church believes ,and knows not thae 
the Church believes in Ghrift, in the Refurre&ion of C h r i f t ^ r . 
hathnoa&ual belief in Chrift or the Refurre&ion at all. Ignoti 
mlU fides: I f I believe that one ofyouistrue of his word, in 
doth not follow that I a Anally believe the particular propofiri-
ons which I never heard.This which they call an implicite Belief, 
is nothing but the explicate adual belief of the formal Objed of 
fa i th , Divine or Humane, as that God is True , or the 
Church True and infallible; but it is no belief at all of the par­
ticular material objed. 

And note that every one in the world that believeth that there 
is a God , rouft needs believe that he is no Lyar ; and fo hath in 
God an Implicite belief. Now if this will (avc men, without a 
particular belief in Chrift,then Chriftianity is not neceffary : 
Every Turk, and Jew, and Infidel that believcth in God, may 
then be faid to have an Implicite faith in Chrift , in the Popifh 
language j becaufe he believeth all that God revealeth to be 
true • But if an Implicite faith in God will not ferve, how 
iriould an implicite faith in thvj Church ferve junlefs the Church., 
that is the Pope,be better then God. 

See here, whether they makeany more of the ChriOian faith 
then a raeer fhooing horn, to draw and keep men to their fide. 
By a GeneralCouncil and the Pope it is determined that no man 
can be faved out of their Church; as headed by the Pope : To 
believe in the Pope is of Necefluv to Salvation; but to believe 
in Chnft sm his Incarnation,Death,Refurredion, is not fo. An 
Imphcirc faith in the Pope or Church, yea or erring Do&ors 
may fave, and men may merit by following them in error • but 
sn Implicite faith in God himfelf will not fave, if we believe not 
in the Pope. So that if we were Infidels we might be faved, fo 
we were of the I hurch of Rome, and believed in the Pope i but 
the Holieft Chriftian that believeth explicitely inGod,and all the 
Articles of the fauh,cannot be faved,if he believe not in thePope, 
Do you think they believe thefe Dodrinei them.dves ,?or rather 
frame them to ibe building of their Kingdom 
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And what a wonder is it that Learned Dodor* fee not 
their own contradiction ? they fuppofe a man to believe in 
• e J5?^ ' , ° r a S t h e C h u r c h b e l ieverb, and yet not to believe 
in Cbriit, I And is not the Church cfifenttally a ™ » W of 
Chnfitmuv the fpoufe , and body, and fchool, and King­
dom of Chrift? And is not the Pope effemiaiiy the pretended 
Vicar of Chrift > How then can they believe in Chrifts Vicar, 
or Chrifts Schoo!,or Kingdom,or followers, before they believe 
in Chrift himfelf? 

And by all this you may perceive the Holinefsof the Ro­
man Church, and the nature of that Difcipline or Church Go­
vernment thac all che world muft needs fubmit to,or be damned-
Even fuch as takes in Infidels and all,and iayeth the Church as 
common to the world sfor as many as will but believe in the Pope 
and Clergy. 

You fee herealfo another myfterieopened that a man may 
have enough to Juftifie him , that yet will not fave him.* For 
moft of them are here faid to hold that a man may be juftified 
without an explicite faith in Chrift, or that the knowledge of 
Chriffc is not neceffary to his Justification , but to his falvation it 
is C ^Though the other half fay, that its neceffary to neither) 
And i f a man die in aJuftified State, muft he be condemn­
ed / when Pattt faith, Rem. 8. 30. fVhomhejttftifiedi them he 
Alfo glorified. 

You fee alfo here what their Baptifm doth, that can ex 
cpere operate infallibly put away the fins of all tbefe Infidels, 
and fo the Eucharift, &c. And yet they muft nor be faved 
for ail that their fins are all done away. O what a Maze 
is the Romifh Divinity / And you fee how well they are 
agreed about thefe fundamentals, when half of them think 
that an ABual belief in Chrift is neceffary to falvation , and 
not tofaftificatioft] and others that its necejfary te both '. and|a 
great part that its necejfary to neither. And you fee here the 
benefit of having an Infallible Living judge of controverts, and 
txpomderof Scriptures: and how admirably he hath ended ali 
their differences. 

And again I fay, I f formally tbefe Unbeliever/ are in their 
Catholick Church,they (hall give us leave to fay that the Greeks 
and other Eaftern and Souihern Chriftians are in the fame Ca-
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tholick Church as we are, when we differ not fo much. 
And when they have made the Non-belief of Articles of the 

faith confident with falvation, they will never while they breath 
be able to confute him that on the fame grounds affirmetb the 
contrary belief confiftem with faIvation3in cafe of the fame wane 
of teaching and fufficient means. 

And by this time I hope you fee of how fmall moment the 
Popifh Cenfures are, when they judge that a Preufiam cannot 
be faved. 

Its true that S.Qltra here jndgeth otherwife : but i . Its faid 
his Book was burnt or condemned at Rome for i t . 2. He allow-
cth Infidels as much. 3. And he proveth hirafelf a Heretick by it -
at 2c*<?«f;feeing a General Council and Pope have determined the 
contrary, even that it is necefTary to falvation to be a fubjed o£ 
the Pope of 

C H A p. X X X V I I L . 

Detect. 29. A Mother of their Deceits, and I think the moft 
x \ fuccefsfullof ail the reft is^Their futingtheir 

BMnes^ndGovernment^nd Worfo'p to theflejhly humours of the 
ungodly : by which means the Greatefi and the Mo ft are alwayes 
like to, be on their fide: When on the contrary our Dodr incDi -
fciplineand worfhip is all fo contrary to carnal intereft and con­
ceits, that we are ftill like to lofe the moft,tf not the greateft, and 
confequently to be a perfecuted people in the world.This is their 
unanfwerable Argument .- By this means they captivate the Na­
tions to their Tyranny. TheMoft are every where almoft I i -
centious,(enfual,worldly and unfanftined = Wife men and God­
ly men are few in comparifon of the reft of the world. And itis 
the multitude commonly that hath the ftrength, and the Great 
ones that have the wealth. So that I confefs I take it for a. won-
der of mercy , that they are not Lords in every Countrey y and 
that the Reformed Catholicks be not ufed every where as they 
be in Spain&nd Italy. For where they have but opportunity 
to (hewtherafelves, the Principles and Pra&ifes of the Papiffr 
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are fuch, as will be moft likely to win the Rabble rout to them , 
and make them Mafters of the multitude, and of all except a 
few believing Heavenly perfons: ( For the flock is little that 
muft have the Kingdom. ) And then, when they have got the 
multitude thus to follow them, and club'd the reft into prifons, 
or burned them in the flames, they reckon of this as one or 
the fureft Evidences that they are the Catholick Church, becaufe 
forfooth they are the greater number ( i n the Countries where 
they have advamagejand h is but a few whom they were able to 
perfecute or burn as Heretic^s that were againft them. The very 
Argument of the Jews againft Chrift and his Oifcipies- ' [ 

The Reafons why they have not by this Polscie w o n t n e U i n " 
ftian world to their fide, are ( under God, the great Defender 
of the innocent) thefe four ; i . Becaufe in the Eaftern an. 
Southern Churches they have not had opportunity to lay tncie 
fnarcs.as they have had here in the Weft .* And a!fo thofe Chur­
ches have too many corruptions and neglects at home tor tne 
gratifying of the worfer fort. a. Becaufe God hath been piec­
ed in fome places fo toblefs the endeavours of the fmallerpart, 
as to enable them againft the multitude to preferve fome Wwry-
* . Becaufe God hath fometime given Wife and Godly P n n m to 
ihe people, that will not be cheated with the ^U\K poM'. 
4 AndPpnncipally becaufe that the Papal Tyranny is dircdly 
lon t ra r / to Princes Rights, fo that its only thofe that are bhnd-
ed by ignorance, or lengthened by an extraordinary-wag-
mth Rome, or forced by the multitude of Popilh fob)etts ana 
neighbour?, that put their necks into the Romilh yo*>e. 
what by the Popes pretended Power in temporals,at lean tn or 
xeadfpiritualia, and what by his excommunicating Princes, 
his pretended power to depofe them and give their kingdoms t 
another, and to abfolve their fubjefts from their oaths 
l i f t ( which is an Article of their faith, agreed on by the 
.tnd'General Council, Later, fubjnnoc. 3 « p . 3- ) a™ " n d 

fey his exempting the Clergy from their Princes Power a 
what by the pilling their Countries for money, a n d w " n 0 V 
their dodrine and pradifes of murdering Princes that ar ^ 
o f their raind, by thefe and many other Evidence*, w y 
awakened many of the Princes of the earth to I 0 / * a * 7 r f l n n 0 U * $ 

juid confe^uently to befriend tfceTrnth againft thele \ ^ r * 
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Ufurpers. Had it not been for thefe helps under God, we had not 
been like to have a name where they can reach, nor to have had 
liberty to breath in the common air. 

re would be a voluminous work to (hew you how all the 
Doctrines, Government, and worfhip of thePapifts is futed to 
the mmor of the fenfual multitude, and fitted to take with un-
goaiy men. I ftiail but inftance in twenty particulars ( which 
are far from all. ) 

1. The Reformed Catholicks hold, that none ftiould be taken 
into the Church by Baptifm, unlefs iherofelves,or their Parents, 
i f they be Infants, do make Profeflion of the Chriftian faith,and 
of an holy life, for the time to come, and feem to underftand 
what they fay and do, and be ferious in i t ; which exafperateth 
the grofly ignorant and ungodly, when we deny them this Pri-
vilcdge of Believers. But the Papifts admit of the ignorant, 
ungodly, and fuch as believe not explicitly in Chrift, as you 
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2. The Orthodox hold, that Baptifm giveth Remiffion o f 
fin to none but true believers and their feed. The Papifts per-
fwade many millions more, that all their fins are not only par­
doned, but a&ually abolifhecUxopere eperato, in their Baptifm, 
which is comfortable News to fuch ungodly fouls. 

3\ T

r

h e Prpteftants fay, that Original fin liveth after Bap-
l u T ^ f t h o u Shi t r e ignno t ,o r condemn not thole 
that arc true believers> and that Concupifcence, that is, all 
mo dmacy of the fenfual appetite, or inordinate inclination to 
^ l l h l ^ J t t 5 * T h e P a P ^ tell them that when once 

F u ^ h a J i f t ^ Emitted to the 
to^£?i^mmUO?r°r t h e C h u r c h t h e ^ i n , b u t thofe that 
, t 7 J ^ a I [ o r P r o f e r s f o t o d o ; the Articles of the faith, 
and underftand the nature of the Sacrament, and live accordinq 
to the Laws of Chnft. But thePapifts give it to all, and drive 
men to the Sacrament • fo that Albatfintas before cited faith 
he knows not whether ever any one was kept away in h's ai?» ' 

5. The Proteftants hold, that men arenot to bs let alnni in 
Scandalous fin, but admonifhed primely, and then openiJ before 
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the Church, and i f yet they Repent not, and Reform not, to-
be caft out and not to be abfolved or re-admitted, without a 
Publick Confeffion and Penitence anfwerable to the lin : And 
this wicked people hate at the very heart, and will not endure. 
But the Papifts have got a device to pleafe them by Auricular 
fecret Confeffion to a Prieft, where i f he will but confcfs and 
fin, and fin and confefs again, he may have a pardon of courfe. 
without any open ftiame or true Reformation, i f we durft but 
imitate the Papifts in this one particular, we (hould do much to 
pleafe the people that are now exafperated : for I find, that al-
moft anyof them will confcfs in fecret that they have finned 3 

that will not endure the open (hame. 
6. The Proteftants hold, that every fin deferveth death, 

and that every breach of the Law is fuch a fin; (though Godr 
will not in f l id the Puniftiment on them that have a pardon ) 
But the Papifts tell us of a multitude of fins thae are but venial, 
abat is, fins that deferve pardon, and yet defervc not Hell, and 
are indeed no fins, but analogically fo called. And they make 
fchofeto be fuch venial fins, which Proteftants account abomina­
bly grofs; as fome lying, fome fwearing in common talk, feme* 
drunkennefs, fome fornication, and ihe like, are with them but 
venial fins,whichare properly no fins ( And yet here alfo they 
are by the ears among therafelves, fome faying that venial hns 
are properly fins, and moft denying i t ; Yea all fins that are 
not deliberated on, are with them but venial fins. So that if they 
will bat fufficiently brutifie themfelves by fufpending the exer-
dfe of reafon, and will fwear, curfe, murder, without dehbera-
$ion, they are then free from fin and danger. And how cane ana 
pleafing is this to the ungodly ? Thofe are but Evangelical Coun-
fails with the Papifts, that are the Precepts or Laws of Ciinlt to 
ibe Proteftants. , 

7. The Proteftants teach men ,that it is their duty to leeK cnc 
undemanding of the holy Scripture, and to meditate in it day 
and night: bat the PapiSs do forbid the Common people to read 
i t in a language which they underftand, and fave them all that 
labour that Proteftants put them on : Nothing can win the peo­
ple more then cherifhing them thus in floth and ignorance. 

8. The Proteftants fay, that a man cannot be juitineaor 
uved without an a&ual faith in Chrift fo r being the * c t a n * . ^ * 
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believer Dedicated toChri f t ) and that this faith muft extend 
to all things that are Eflential to Chriftianity. But what the Pa­
pifts fay of thejuftification and Salvation of Infidels, i f they be­
lieve in the Pope, you heard in their own words in the laft De­
tection. A comfortable doctrine to the unbelieving world, to 
whom God bach fpoken no fuch Comforr. 

We confefs that thofe that never had the Gofpel, are under 
the Law of natnre or works, and that the penalty of this is fuch 
as God can in fome cafes difpenfe with ( or elfe we could not be 
faved by Chrif t ) and fo that all Pagans are not under the Perem­
ptory undifpenfabie threatning of the Gofpel againft final Priva­
tive unbelievers : But yet, though God may pardon fome of 
thefe, he hath made them no promife that he will; and therefore 
they can have no pofitive hope grounded on a promife; nor can 
any man fay, that Gedwill fave any of them, or that he will not; 
it being certain that they 3re under the condemnation of the 
Law, which God can difpenfe with, inwayes of fecurity to his 
Juftiee and Ends, but uncertain, whether he will or not; and 
therefore is to be left among his unrevealed things. The true 
believer is under a certain promife of falvation. The unbeliever 
thzthath had the Gofpel,Ol might have had it and would not, is 
under the Gofpel fentence of damnation which is certain and 
irreverfible, if he die in that Condition. The negative unbeliever 
that never had or could have the Gofpel, is under the Condemning 
fentence of the Law ( of works or nature,) that is, his fin De-
ferveth eternal death-, but this fentence is not peremptory and in-
dlfpenfable; but yetit is fuch as God wiH not difpenfe with rafti-i' 
ly, but on terras that may fecure his Ends and Juftice. This is 
the true mean between extreams in this weighty points 

9. TheProteftantsfay, that all our beft works are imperfect, 
and the fin that adhereth to them deferves Gods wrath, accord­
ing to the Law of work?, though he pardon it by the Law of 
Grace : and that when we have done all, we are unprofitable 
fervants, and properly Merit nothing of God for the worth o f 
our works,or in Commutative Juftice. Bat the Papifts take th jfe 
very works to Merit heaven, ex Cendigno, and ( for here they 
are by the ears again) fay fome of them, by the Proportion pf 
the wor^andin Commutative fufiice.which the Proteftants fay, 
deferre damnation for their finful imperfe&ions, and therefore 
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need a pardon through the blood of Chrii l . Yea they take thefe 
works to be per fed , and the man to be pet fed, and fay, that by 
fuch works as thefe, they may Merit for others as well as for 
themfelves. And how eafie and pleafing is this to proud cor­
rupted Nature > 

10. The Proteftants think, that no Faith Juftifleth, but that 
which is accompanied with unfeigned Love and Refolution for . 
Obedience. But the Papifts make a Faith that's feparated from 
Charity, and joyned with Attrition, to be fufficlent for admiffi-
on to the Sacrament, which (hall be inftead of Love or Contri­
tion, and fo (hall put away all fin. 

11 . The Proteftants knowing that God is a Spirit, and will be 
worshipped in Spirit and truth, do teach people a fpiritual way 
©f worfhip, which Carnal men are undifpofed to, and unac­
quainted with. But the Papifts do accommodate them by a mul­
titude of Ceremonies, Images, and a Pompous hiftrionical kind 
of worfhip, which is eafie and pieafant to flefh and blood. To 
have^an Image before them , and Copes, and Ornaments, and: 
abundance of formalities, and to drop fo many Beads, and be 
faved for faying over fo many Ave Maries ,ot fuch like words; 
what an eafie kind of Religion is this, and how agreeable to 
flefti and blood ? How much eafier is into fay over their offices, 
then to Love God above all, and defire after Communion with 
him in the fpirit, and to delight in him, and to pray in Faith, and 
heavenly fervour ? 

12. Proteftants tell men of Hell- fire,as the remedilefs punifh-
mentof thofe fins, which Papifts fay deferve but a Purgatory^: 
and they have hopes of coming out of Purgatory ; but there s 
none of coming ou? of Hell. 

13 . Proteftants tell them of no hope of eafe or pardon of 
fin after this life, i f ic be not pardoned here. But Papifts tell 
them, that when they are in Purgatory, the Pope hath power to 
pardon them, and the faying of fo many Mafles for their fouls, 
may eafe them, or rid them out; and the Merits of other folks 
may deliver them. 

14. Proteftants tell them, that they muft be holy for tbem-
felves: but Papifts tell them, that they may hire another man to 
fay their prayers for them, which may ferve turn,,. 

i$k The Proteftants do ingenuoufly confefs, thai they have 
* ¥ no. • 
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noway to end all Controvcrfies in this life, but-that we have a 
fufficient way fo far to decide them as is neceffary to the'peace of 
the foul of the Church, and of the Commonwealth ; but no way 
for a final abfolute Decifion, till the day of Judgement. The 
Paftors of the Church are to be Judges, fo far as they are to 
execute: And the Magiftrates are to be Judges fo far as they muft 
execute: And every Chriftian hath a judgement of Difcerning 
fo far as he is to execute. But the abfolute final judgement is 
refervedtothe laftday-, when God will fully end our contro­
v e r t s But this fatisfyeth not men that would have all in 
hand and the fentence paft before theAffizes: And therefore 
the Papifts better fit their humour, and tell them (and they 
do but tell them ) of an End of all their controverfies at hand • 
of an eafie cheap remedy by believing the Infallible Pope 
and Council ; and fo putting an end to all divifions and 
doubts, 

16. The Proteftants would have none bat feeming Profeffing 
Saints in their Churches .• But the Papifts Canonize a Saint as 
a wonder ; and (but them up in Monafteries, and call a few 
[ Religious ] that are feparated from other Chriftians, as Chri-
ftians formerly were from the world : which brings the people 
to think that Holinefs and Religion is not neceffary to all but 
to a few Devotaries that will be better then they arc commanded 
to be. 

17. The Proteftants bind men to keep their vows, and fidelity 
to their Governors: But the Papifts tell them that the Pope 
hath Power to free them from their fidelity, and difpenfe with 
their oaths. 

18. The Papifts teach men to faft : byeating the pleafanteft 
meats: but the Proteftants ufe a total•abltinence while they faft, 
unlefs in meer neceflity. 

19. The main bufinefsand adminiftration ofProcefiant Pa-
ftors^is againft thatflefn that is predominant in the unrcgenerate, 
and therefore muft needs be diftaftefull to the multitude of the 
ungodly. Our preaching is to open mens fin and mifery, and 
cauie them to perceive tbeir loft condition, and fo to reveal to 
them a crucified Chrifr, and then to fet them on the holy felf-
denying heavenly life that Chrift hith prescribed them. And to 
fpeak cerrour to: the rebellious, and to caftthe cbftinate out of 
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our communion, and to comfort none as the heirs of heaven,, 
either in life or at death, but only the truly fandified and re­
newed fouls. But for the Papifts,their Preaching in moft places is 
but feldomc- but they have a Mafs in Latine: And as the old fay­
ing is, £ The Mafs doth not bite. ] I t galleth not a guilty con* 
fcience to fee a Mafs, and here a many of Prayers which he under -
jftandeth not *. And when they do preach , when they fhould 
{hew wicked men their mifery, they flatter and deceive them 
too often by their falfe do&rine: They cannot humble them in 
the fenfe of their Original fm and Mifery,for that they tell them 
was quite excind and done away in Baptifm: And for_their 
following fins, Abfolution upon their cuftomary confemons, 
hath done away all the guile at leaft: fo that here is no Mifery 
for the Miferable fouls to fee: but like a Conftables prefent-
rnem at a Seflions, an Omnia bene: Unlefs perhaps fome grofs 
adualfin be apparent among them: and then they fhail have 
an 0ration againft i t , to drive them to auricular covfe/fto* and 
to receive the Body of Chrift, and be Abfoived. And fo do 
they by Ceremonies and Sacraments ex of ere operato quiet the 
Confciencesofunfanaifiedmen, and humour them in all their 
rites and cuftoms, and at laft turn them to Heaven or legatory 
with an Abfolution, 
ing a Religion this is to the ungodly people ^ M f ^ * ™ 
teH, that fee the rage of fuch , againft thofe that deny them 
even better Forms and Ceremonies when they denre tnera • 
to pacifle their Confciences inftcad of real Holmels ana 
Obedience. . e 

20. Laftly, how thejefuites have fitted their whole frame 01 
Moral dodrine and Cafe Divinity to humour the unconsciona­
ble, Mtntaltusthefanfenift wi l l ful ly (hew you through trie 
whole ( fore-cited ; Myfterieof fefuitifnt. Thofe that wou a 
efcapeany worldly trouble or danger, the Jefuites have a help 
at hand for, even their dodrine of Equivocation, and Mentaii 
refervation ( which makes the Popes Difpenfation with oatns 
andpromifesneedlefs.; What accommodations they have tor 
him that hatha mind to Murder his adverfary/ to calumniate 
another, to take Ufe without Ufury, to forbear reftonng m 
gotten goods,to commit fornication, to rob mother ana many 
the like, you mav fee in their own words cited in the laid BOO*. 
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Yea what comfort they have for a man that loveth not God, fo 
he will not hate him. Truft not my report,but read the Book; 
for its worth the reading. 

So that we fee the advantage that the Papifts havetofweep 
v away the vicious ignorant multitude, and then to boaft that they 

are the Catholicks,and we but Schifmaticks, becaufe they are the 
greater part: and then they are armed alfo by the Multuude,to 
opprefs us by their violence. 

Now what remedy to ufe againft this Fraud, I cannot tell, but 
only to deal plainly and faithfully,though it do difpleafe, and to 
adminifter Gods Ordinances as heprefcribeth,though never fo 
diftaftefuli to flefhand blood ^ and foto commit our felves to 
God, and truft him with his Church and caufc, who.is able to 
preferve i t , and is moft engaged to appear for us, when we lay 
all upon him, and have none to truft but himfclf alone. Let us 
not hearken in this cafe to flefh and blood that would advifeus 
to remit the reins of Discipline, and to bend our Adrainiftrati-
ons to fome pleating complyance with carnal minds. We difen-
gage God when thus we begin to (hifc for our felves out of his 
way. But withall we muft acquaint thofe Princes that arc 
faithfull to Chrift, how much it is their duty in this cafe to af-
fiftus^ not by any cruelty, to the Papifts (that I defire not) 
but only by quieting the ungodly part of our People inaftate 
of Catechumens, or expectants, or a Learning condition fitted 
to their flate^ a ° d to reftrain fuch in the mean time as would take 
advantage of their difcontents, to feduce them by pleafing licen­
tious do&rines t<Kheir undoing* 

C H A P . X X X I X . 

Detect. 30. A Nother of their frauds is, by culling out ail 
theharfh, mhanfomepaffages, or mi/takes that 

they meet with in any Proteftant Writers, and charging all thefe 
upon the Proteftant Religion, of if they were [e many Articles 
vfour Faith: or at leafi were the common doctrines of our Churches. . 

They will not give us leave to do fo by them, when yet we 
have much more reafon for it. For i .They teach the People 
^uheyaribomcko believe as their Teachers bid thep?i and they 

reproach i 
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reproach us forconfeffing that we are not in all points of Do-
« n n e infallible ; And yet we ftiil confefs this fallibility, and fay 
in plain terms, that we know but in parr. 2. Divers of their 
particular Doctors that weufe to cite, are fuch as the Pope 
hath Canonizedfor Saints : and they tell us that in Canonizing 
he is infallible: And therefore an Infallibly Canonized Saint 
muft not be fuppofed to err in a point of faith. 3 • They boaft fo 
much of Unity and Concent among themfelves,that we may the 
better cite particular Dodors. And yet we think our felves 
bound to ftand to their own Law in this, and to charge nothing 
on them as the faith of their Church but what their Church doth 
own : and therefore while they refufe to ftand to particular T>o\ 
#<w,we will not urge them to it;for its good reafon that all men 
lhould be the Profeffors of their own belief. 

But what reafon is there then that we may not have the lame 
meafure from them which theyexped? We profefs to take no 
man, nor Council of men, for the Lords of our faith , but for 
the Helpers of our faith. They tell us, that they know not 
where to find our Religion. We tell them it is entirely in the 
written mrd of God, and that we know no other Infallible 
Rule ; becaufe we know no other Divine Revelation ( fup-
pofing what in Nature is revealed.) They tell us that, All He* 
reticksdo pretend to Scripture, and'therefore this cannot be the 
Tefl of our Religion ? I anfwer,that fo all cavillers, and defrauders 
and extortioners, may pretend to the Law of the Land,to undo 
poor men by quirks of w i t , or tire them with vexatious fuits • 
And yet it follows not that we rauft feek another Rule of Rigbr, 
and take the Law for i n e f f i c i e n t A n d what if Hereticks pre­
tend to Tradition, to General Councils and the Decretals of the 
Popes ( as you know how frequently they do ) Will you yield 
therefore that thefe are an inefficient Rule, or Teft of your 
own Religion ? Open your eyes, and judge as you would be 
judged. 

But I will come to fome of the particular Opinions wnicn 
they charge us with. And beeaufe I know not a more weighty 
renowned Champion of their caufe then Cardinal Richleiu(&en 

Bifhop oiLucion: ) I (hall take notice of his twelve great er­
rors which he fo vehemently chargeth on the Reformed Chur­
ches , as contrary to the Scripture. And fufe I fhall do much 
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to make clean our Churches, if I fully wipe off all the pretended 
blots of errour, that fo wife a man could charge upon them. I« 
his Defenf. contra fcript. 4. Miniftr. Charenton. cup. 2. pag. 12. 

he begins his enumeration thus. 
i*. [ The Scripture faith, Jam.2. that a man is not fuftified 

by Faith only; but you fay, that he is Juftified by Faith alone, 
and by Faith only, which is found inno place of Scripture; and do 
you not then reftft the Scriptures ?2 

An[w. 1. We believe both the words of Paul and fames, 
that a man is fuftified by Faith without the Deeds of the Law, and 
faved through Faith- mt of works, left any man Jhould boaft, 
RorD.3.28.Ephef.2.8,Q.and alfothatd man is fuftified by works, 
and not by Faith only, Jam. 2. Did not this Learned roan know 
that we believe all the Bible? why then (houid he charge us 
with denying that which we retain, and publickly read in our 
Churches as the word of God ? Did he think that we fet fo 
much by Luthtrs, or any mans writings, as by the Bible ? 2. But 
i f he can prove that we underftand not thefe words aright, 
he fhould have evinced it better then by the ufe of the 
words [] Faith alone ~] For our Churches by [ Faith alone ~\ 
do profefs openly to mean no more then Paul dotb by Q Faith 
without works ] And can they find fault with Paul} 3. In­
deed we are not all agreed upon the fitteft Notion of thein-
tereft of Faith and works in our, Juftification : but our dif­
ference is more in words and notions then matter , of which 
fee my Difput. of fuftificatien. 4. And why do you not 
quarrel with your own Cardinal Contarenus de f u f l i f . and 
others of your own, that joyn with us in the doftrine of Julu-
fication. 

Hisfecond Accufarjonis, [The Scripture faith, that we can 
Love God with all the heart : you fay, that no man can Love God 
with all the heart, which is no where read in Scripture'.and yet 
do you not reftft the Scriptures . ? ] 

Anfw. I . UnprofitableConfufion 1 we diftinguifti between 
Loving God with all the Heart, as it fignifietb the fincerity and 
predominant degreeof Love, and fo every true Chrifhan hath it ; 
and as it fignineth fome extraordinary degree above this meer fin-
jcerity ; and fo fome eminent ftrongcr Chriftians have it • and 
as it \\gn\fc\\i\.kthighefi Degree, which is our duty, and which 

O O txcltt^eth 
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excludethallfinfulimperft ttion: And thus we fay, th3t no man 
a&uaily doth Love God perfe&ly in this life : nor do we think 
he fpeaks like a Chriftian, that dare fay, Lord I Love thee fo 
muchi that I will not be beholden to thee t<s forgive the imperfection 
of my Love, or to help me againft any fitful imperfeblion of it. 
Your own Followers whom you admire as the higheft Lovers 
of God, do oft lament the imperfections of their Love ( as 
M. de Renty, for inftan/e, in his Life. ) But now if the quefh'bn 
beon'yof the/^jj^and no tched , we fay, that the Potentia 
naturals is in ail: and the Potentia Moralis, which is the Habir, 
is in the fanctified: but this Moral Power is not perfeft it fe!f, 
thatis,of the higheft degree, and without any finful imperfecti-
on ; though yet it hath the perfection of ftncerity,and in fome, 
the perfection of an eminent degree. And will not this content 
you ? 

His third Accufation is, [The Scripture faith, that the Ettcha-
rift is the Body and 'Blood of Chrift, with the adjuntlion of thofe 
words that fignifie a true Body and Blood: *JQH fay that it is not 
Chrifls Body and Blood, but only a figure, fign, and tefiimony^ 
•which the Scripture no where faith.] 

Anfw. K The Scripture faith not that it is his Body and 
Wood fubfiantialfaor by Traufubjtantiation: Andwc fay nor, 
as vou fe gn, that it is not his Body and Blood, but a figure, &c. 
For we fay, that it is his Body and Blood Sacramentally and Re-
prerentative.'y : as he that perfonateth a King on fome ;uft ac­
count, is cailed a K i n g ; and as in actions of Inveftitureand 
Delivery ; the delivering of a Key is the delivering of the 
Houfe, and the delivery of a twig and turf, is the delivery of 
the Land; and the deliverer may fay, Take, this is my Houfe, 
this is my Land, which I deliver thee. I f you be among many" 
Images in a room, you will not blame him that faith? This ft 
Peter, and this is Paul, and this is the Virgin Mary. 2. The Scri­
pture'ofcen calls it Bread after the Confecration; which you 
condemn us fo r ; therefore we are taught to call it fo. 5- The 
Scripture faith, 1 Cor. 10. 4. {That Roch^was Chrift } a ? d 

he faith, \ I am the door, John \O.J- 1 am the true Vine, J ° n n 

15.1 . } David faith, [ I am a worm and no man, Pfal.2.2 o, J 
we believe all this. But muft we be therefore reproached, ir we 
fav, that David was a man; that the Rock was Chrift typically ^ 

' that 

file:///O.J-
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that he was a Vine and Door Metaphorically oniy ? And yet 
thefe are as plain as, This is my Body, and This h my B'ocd 

His fourth Accusation is, [The Scripture fa-th, that Bxptifm 
faveth us, and that we are ckanfedland regenerate by the wafanv 
of water ; On the contrary you fay, that Baptifm doth neither fave 
us, nor regenerate us, but is only to us a fymbol of falvation, ablu-
tien, and regeneration, which is m where faidin Scripture. ] 

Axfw. A childifh conteft shout words! we fay, that two 
things go to our full pofftJlion of our ftace of Regeneration, 
Juftification,and Gleaming ©ne usour fundamental Right, which 
the Tromife of the Gospel gives us upon our Heart conftnt or 
Covenant with God : the other is our Solemn lnvtfliture: in 
regard of the former, we rre Chriftians, and Regenerate and 

f justified beforeBaptifm In regard of the later, we are made 
Chriftians, regenerate, juftified, faved by Baptifm. This we 
commonly hold, and fo never denyed what you falflyfay we 
deny. As a man is made aKingby his Coronation, that yet in 
a ror tw.sone^fore j or as Marriage mikes them Husbnd and 

*d ^ y ^ h l f ^ ^ ^ that" were fundamentally fo be-
/ fore by Private Covenant5 or aS pofTefiion is g i V e n by » Key 

a twig and a turf ( a s l f a i d ; of thatwhichaman had ri«hc to 
before • fo are we folemnly inverted with thofe benefits by 
baptifm, which we had a fundamental Tide to before. Do not 

he w L Baprized f O , 7 . 4 * Z m " V* n o C h u ^ W 

r>n J l I °! , ( - " u r c ! l rtmtt, they are remitted. 
v L ^ l Z ^ o J ^ t — e u f e d to every 
» f « b y t e r i n o n r O r d m a t i o n h e r e i n £ » W ? We fay I f hl 

o»>Pardon umoall. T h , t t h e r a « Gods M i t f K S & 

V 
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particular Application, and delivery of pardon in Baptifm 
on fupp^fiaon that the Baptized be qualified for pardon. 3. That 
theyarcashisMinifters.tomake the fame Application by De­
claration and Delivery in the Abfolution of the Penitent; on fup-
pofition that their penitence befincere. 4. And as Church Gover-
nours,they may on good considerations fometimes remit fome 
humbling difgraceful ads that were impofed on the penitent for 
the teltification of his repentance , and the fatisfaction of the 
Church. And are not thefe four concellions enough ? Or are 
you minded to pick quarrels , that your felves and others 
may have fewel for the rancour and uncharitablenefs of your 
minds? 

But indeed we do not think that any man can primarily as-
the chief Agent forgive fins ; but God muft be the firft par­
doner .• Nor that any man can pardon the fins of thedead,and 
abate or (horten the piins of the foul in a fire called Purgatory. 
Here we leave you. 

And verily if the Pope have power to remit but the very tem­
poral puniftiment, he is a cruel wretch that will not forgive 
men, even good men.the torments of the Gout, and the Stone, 
and an hundred difeafes; nay that will not remit them to him-
felf, no nor che pain* of death, when he is Co loach to die : ( But 
I forgot that the Pope hath no body to forgive him , becaufc 
none above him ) He that connot remit the puhilhments which 
we fee , and feel, how (hall we believe him ( without any 
DivincXe[timo>ny)that he can remit a penalty that he never faw 
nor felt, nor no man elfe, thatcan beproved. 

Hisfixch Accufation is £ Scripture faith J f a Virgin marry fee-
fnneth not' but you fay that thejufl fin in all works: which Scnp" 
ture mentions not. ]] 

A»fw< 1. Do you believe-in your Confcience that the Scrip­
ture meaneth that a Virgin finneth not at all in any circumftance 
or defect in the manner or Concomitants of her Marriage ? 
Then I pray tell your Nuns f o , that if they marry they fin not. 
Tell Priefts fo, that i f they marry they fin not. Your own rea­
fon can expect no other fenfe in the words, but that M*rr''£e> 
atfuch, uno fin to the Virgin. And this we grant: BaZJj?z 

you think that in this or in any other work s you fee God as 
apprehenfivcly, and believe as ftrongly3, and reftrain every 

wandnngv 
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wandring thought as exactly , and Love God as much as yocf 
are bound to do by the very Law of Nature it felf ; fo that 
you are perfectly blamelcfs, and need not be beholden to the 
blood of Chrift , to the Mercy of God , to the Spirit: of Grace, 
either for the forgivenefs of thefe failings ; or the cure of chem, 
you (hew then a proud Pharifaical fp i r i t , unacquainted with 
itfelfand'with tbeGofpel. Do you goon and fay, Lord I thanks 
thee that I am not as other men: and I will rather fay. Lord be 
merciftillto me a finner: and which (hall be rather/uftified, 
Chrift hath told us. The ftream* cannot be perfedly finlefs, ti l l 
the fountain be fo : and [ who can fay , I have made my heart 
clean , 1 am pure from my fin ? Pro v. 20. 9. ] [ For there is 
not a jufi man upon earth , . that doth good , and finneth not, 
Bccl.y. 20.] Chrift telleth us that the fruit will be like the Tree, 
the actions like the heart: and therefore an imperfect Heart will 
have imperfect duties. I f you dare fay there is no remnant of 
fin in your heart?, you have fo much of it that hindereth you 
from feeiflgic. Humility and felf-knowledge would foon end 
this controverfic. We fay not-that all our works are fins,that is, 
either materially forbidden, or done in tvickednefs, and from v i ­
cious predominant habits • But that the fame works which Ma­
terially are good, are tainted with our finfull imperfections % 

having not in them thai mcafure of knowledge, faith, love, 
as we ought to have; and therefore that we muft beg pardon 
for our imperfections , and fly to the blood and merits of 
Chrift , through whom God will accept both our works and" 
us, for all the imperfections, which he pardoneth to us of his 
grace. 

His feventh Accufation is [Scripture faith that there are mcl^ 
?d men and reprobates , that believe in Chrift : But you contend 
tkat they believe not, but have only a fhadow of faith : which no 
Scripture faith. ~\ 

Anfa. Again , a quarrel about the name of faith , unworthy 
ferious men ! We fay that Reprobates do believe, and we fay 
that they believe nor, taking belief in different fenfes. We be­
lieve whit ever the Scripture faith , even that the Devils be­
lieve and tremble: and yet as Believers and Chriftians are all one 
we arc loath to call the Devils Believers and Chriftians -,but you 
©ay 4o i t 3 if you-pleafc. As Belief 'fignifieth a bare uneffectu-

O o 3 alt-
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all conviftion or fopcrficial Affent which you call fides infirm*, 
fowefhU confefs that the wicked may believe But £ Belief 
f S ^ T R r V i n l ° f C W y o m i n g to Um.Tbl 
tinted j o km ashis members,™* taking him heartily as 

n rl)™- ^ X c T i IT"?.' a

f

n d f ° *K™*g Chripan/and 
£ £ £ n f a s i c f i f A f t h r u c h ^ ^ i t h thai hath the promife of 
pardon of f i n , of Adoption, and of Glory, fowefay that the 
Wicked have but a fhew or fhadow of i t . And this is the fenfe of 
the words of Calvin, P. Martyrt Beza.znd Dantw , whom 
you cite. And do you not thisk fo your felves ? Indeed you know 
not what to believe in this, as I have (hewed in Poftfcript to my 
Dilput. of Sacraments. 

His eighth Accufation is this [ Scripture faith, that there are 
fome that believe for a time, and after at another time believe 
not. Ion deny that there are any that believe for a t me, and 
then fall from faith, and that he that once believeth doth ever 
lofe that faith, which is not in any Scripture to befonnd, J 

Anfw. I t is too light in ferious matters, to play thus upon 
words, i . We ftill maintain that there are fome that believe but 
for a time,and afterward fall away; but we fay it is but with an 
uneffc&ual or common affcnt that they believe,fuch as you call 
fides informis. Your accufation therefore is falfe. The femen vita 
and faith that Calvinfpc&ks o f , in the place which you cite, is 
meant only ofa faving faith , fuch as you all fidet char itate fir-
mata. I f any of you think that faith is called charitate formata, 
or juflifying or faving faith , only by an extrinfecal deno­
mination , from a concomitant, and that there is no difference 
in the faith it felf between that of the unjufiificd and of the 
juftified, you are raiftaken againft all reafon. Your own Phi-
Jofophers frequently maintain that the will ( which is the feat 
of charity ) followeth the praftical di&aces 0 f the Intellect 
{ which is the feat of AfTent.) And therefore according to tbofe 
Philofophers, a Practical Belief muft needs be accompanyed 
with charity. And thofe that deny this, do yet maintain that 
a powerfull clear AlTent of the fntelied will infallibly P r o" 
cure the determination of the Wi l l , though every a/Tent will not, 
and though it do it not NecelTarily. So that on that account 
( and in common reafon ) there muft needs be an intrinfjck dif­
ference between that Affens which prevailed, with^he will to 

determine 
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determine it fetf, and that which cannot fo prevail : And there­
fore your unformed and your formed faith, have fome intrinfick 
difference. 

2. the Lutherans that are half the Protestants, do think that 
justifying faith may be loft. So that (be it right or wrong; you 
cannot charge this on them all. 

3 .The reft which be not of their mind, do hold a brotherly 
communion with them ; and therefore take not that point to be 
of fo much moment as to break communion. 

4. Are you not at odds among your fclves about perfeverance? 
fome laying it fTrft on mans freewil l , and fome with Auftin, 
afcenaining perfeverance to the Eled,becaufe Eled, and laying 
icon Gods free Gift • and fome Jefuitesand School men affirm­
ing that the confirmed in Grace are not only certain to per-
fevere, but that they neceffarily believe and are faved, and 
cannot mortally fin ( grange dodrine for a Jefuire 1 ; Of all 
this controverfie of perfeverance, I defire the Reader to fee a 
few fheets called An Account of my Judgement hereabout. When 
I wrote thofe I knew not whom Alvarez, meant ( lib. 1 o Dijp. 
104. JW.419. §. 1 • de Auxil. ) When he difputed againll 
this fort of men: But fince I find it in his Refponf. adObjeEt.Lib-. 
2.cap.9.pag. $U,&c. Where he tells us that it is the Jefuite 
Greg, de Valentiajom. 2, difp.2: q. 3 • 4- §• 2 - & r ° m - T • 
d -t.q. 2 3, puntl. 4. f . 7. Vbi docet non folum effe prxeleclos 
ut falventur , fed ut nerejfario fahentur, ac per cenfequens mn 
pojfe psccare Mortaliter, & Neceffario perfeverare in gratiar 

ac eatenm nen liber e, fednecejfario falvari. 
And alfo that he meant Alexand. Alef. 3. p. q- 9- Et Almaina. 

in 3 . d. I T. q. 2. Qui ajfrrum confirmatos in Gratia non habere 
libertatem, dec. ffluAm fententiam Medina impugnat-1 .p q.ZJ> 
art. 4. 

This is more then Proteftants fay , And yet will you 
quarrel 1 ? 

His ninth Accufation is this £ Scripture faith, Ifthounvili 
enter into life , keep the commandments : T@u fay that there is 
no need of keep'ng the Commandments, and that he that faith, it 
doth deny Chrift and ^Ujhfaiih, of which the Scrpture f saketh 
not a word.~] 

Anfrr. Still confu^on playcs your gam?, and yen ih-ive 
tbour 


