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fywtr over themes called Benefattars, (or Bounteous) and he i»-
ferreth [Butjyou flail not be fo~} It is plain, that Domination 
V forbidden the Apoftles. Go than thereforeand ufnrp if thou 
dare/?, either ApoflUJhip whilejl thou Rulefl as a Lord, or a Lordly 
Rule (or Domination) while thoH art Jpoftolick; Plainly thon 
*rt forbidden one of the two : If then wilt have both alike>tko* 
lofefi both.] So far Bernard. By whofe verdidt the Pope and 
his B fhops are deprived of bo;h ; by grafping at both 
long ago. 

Nay the Pope makes bimfelf a Temporal Prince .a every 
Princes Dominion on earth, where he is able to do it, and takes 
aUibr Clergy out of their Government into his own. So that 
a&uially fee hath difpoflVfred them of part of their Durainion 
ptready, by taking foconfiderable a part of their fubje&s from 
Binder their power, yeaandthofe that have fo great an iriflu-
enee npon alt the reft: What by publick Preaching,and Church-
goveratngv and feeret Confeffing, and dependance on them for 
the Sacraments, one would think it fliould be no hard matter 
for a Remifk allowed numerous Clergy, to be Matters of any 
kingdom where they are. And thus Princes are more then 
half conquered already, without a war. I f any believe nos 
that the Pope doth not thus exempt his Clergy from the f,cular 
power, i t isjbecaufehe knows not their moli notorious princi
ples and pra&ifes. Nay even in England , in King Charlet his 
Articles for the Spanijh match, the Pope had the confidence to 
demand this Prerogative, and therefore hirafelf added to the fix-
teen th Article, which freed them from Laws about Religion, 
[Scclefiafticivero ntsllu Ugibm fubjaceant, nifi fmrum fuptrio' 
rum Eccleftaflicorum] that is ^Ecelefiaflie^ perfens fhall be 
under no Law but of their Superhur Ecclefiaftich (or Church* 
mnAC u0t § p U m E"&liIh ? S e e F r i » s I*"Jua. p.6, So that 
no Church-man muft be under any Law of the Land,or Govern
ment of Secular Princes. And when they hav* fuch a ftrength 
tn ourown Garrifons, a forreign Enemy is eafily let in. To 
the exciting of whom they will never be wanting, having [heir 
Agents in one garb or other at the ears of the Princes and 
Scares in Chriftendora and of moH of the Great and Noble 
perfons that are deeply intere&d in the Government. Yea and 
w « k Infidel Princes fometimes^as C;W/the Pairiarck of Confix 
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tinofle proved, to the lofs of his life, for being fo much againft 
the Papifts. And the more caufe have all Chnftian Princes and 
States to be vigilant againft tbefe incendiaries, 1. Becaufetbey 
truft to War and Violence, and build their Kingdom on it , and 
therefore ftudyitday and night. 2. And becaufe they have 
fuch afrieof politick Jcfuites all abroad continually upon the 
defign ; whofe contrivances and endeavours are day and night 
to bring Princes and Nations to their will,and to kindle divifions 
and wars among them to attain their Ends. They make a trade 
of tbisimployment. And expert prepared men, that follow a 
bufinefs all their days, are like enough to make fomething of 
it at laft ; efpecially while others flccp, or filently look on, and 
let them alone to play their game. I f the Papifts can but get 
into the Saddle, either by deceiving the Rulers, or Commanderi, 
or by bringing forreign force againft us, they will give us leave 
to difpute, and write, and preacb againft them, and laugh at 
us that will ftand talking only, while they are working : And 
when the Sword is in their hand, they will foon anfwer ail our 
Arguments, with a fagot, a hatchet, or baker; Smi^fie/d 

confuted the Proteftants, that both the Univerfities could not 
confute. Their Inquifition is a School where they difpute more 
advantagioufly then in Academies. Though aft the, Earned 
men in the world could not confute the poor Alhgmfes JV*l-
dcnfes and Bohemians, yet by thefe Iron Arguments they had 
men that prefently ftopt the mouths of many thoulands it noi 
hundred thoufands of them:Even as the Mahometans confute tne 
Chriftians. A Strappado is a knotty Argument. In how [ e W C a y . 
did they confute thirty thoufand Proteftants in and about raw, 
t i l l they left them not (on earth) a word to fay. In how few 
weeks fpace did the ignorant Irijb thus ftop the mouths of many 
thoufand Proteftants ? Even in V/(ler alone, as is ftrongiy 
conjeaured, by teftimony on Oath, about an hunCtea 
and fifty thoufand men were mortally filenced : Alas w 
now find that the poor Irijh commonly know but little mor 
o f Chrift , but that he is a better man of the t w 0

L
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Patrick,: And therefore how long mi|htthey have been be, 
they could have filenced fo many Protcftants any otherw 
There's nothing I ke ftone dead, with a Papift. They io> ^ 
to tire themfelves with Difputes, ,when the buiineis 
fooner and more fuccefsfully difpatcht. 
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Well, feeing this is the way that they are refolved on, and no 
peaceable motions will fervc for the preventing it , ail men that 
have care of the Church and Caufe of Jefus Chrif t , and the 
happinefsof their pofterity, have caufe toftandon watch and 
guard: Not to be cruel to them (leave that to themfelves,; 
but to be fecured from their cruelty. I (houldbe abundantly 
more earned then I am, to prefs all men to fuch a patience and 
fubmiulon in Caufes of Religion, as leaves all to God alone, 
but that we all fee how the Papifts are ftill at the dore with the 
Swords in their hands, and watching for an opportunity to 
break in. And i f in modeftywe ftand ftill and let them alone, 
they will give us free leave when they have the day, to call 
themTrayrors, or perfidious, or what we pleafe. Let loofers 
talk; Let them have the Rule, and then make the beft you 
can of your Arguments. I f they can once get England and 
other Proteftant Countries, into the cafe of Spain and Italy, 
their Treachery (hall not be caft in their teeth-, for they wil l 
leave none alive and at liberty to do i t . When we fee in good 
fadnefsthat it is Navies.and Armies, and ftabbings of Kings, 
and Powdcr-plots,and Maflacres that we have to difpute againfr* 
it's time to be able to Anfwer them in their own way, or we* 
lofetheday. I t is not a good Caufe, or w i t , or learning, or 
honefty, that will then ferveturn. 1 know God is al-fufficiene 
for his Church,and in him muft be our T r u f t ; But he requireth 
us to expeahis bleffing in the ufeof lawful probable means. 
He can give us Corn without plowing.and fowing: but we have 
little reafon to forbear thefe and expeft i t : He can Convert men 

i w ? S^ , *?g ' B u t t h e b , € f f i n 8 o F G o d doth pre-
l T £ J * f P l ? u t i n g 1 watering. He can Rule 
and Defend us without Magiftrates, but it is not his appointed 
way. And he can fave us from deceitful bloody men, without 
our care, and vigilaccy ,and refiftance \ but it is not bis ordinary 
appointed courfe in which he would have us look to him for 
deliverance. 

And therefore in the Nameof God let Princesand forlia-
ttients be vigilant: for they watch for the outward fecurity of 
the Church and Common-wealth fas Minifters do for our fp i r i . 
tualwel-fare; as thofe that muft give account. And let the 
people take h«ed what Parliament or Magiftrates they choofe: 

Aaa And 
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And let all that love the Gofpel, and the profperity of the 
Chriftian world, and of their pofterity, have their eyes in their 
head, and take heed of that bloody hand, that hath in England, 
Scotland^ Ireland, France, Savoy, Low-countries, Germany, So-
hernia, &c. already fpilt fo many ftreams of Chriftian blood. I f 
the Wife, the Learned, Moderate Lord duPleffu, was fo zea
lous for the Lawfulness ofNecejfary Defence,&&Grotim chargcth 
hira, as to put it into hisTeftament, f whom he makes alfo the 
Author of funius Brutus, I know not on what ground ) doubt-
lefs he knew with whom he had to do, and thought that every 
Guijian League was not a Law of God or of the King. 

Some Princes think that it is their fafeft way to pleafe the 
Pope and Jefuites, and fo will be Papifts , on the terms as forne 
of the Indians worfhip theDevill^ becaufe he is fo naught, that 
he may not hurt them. But tbefe men were wifer, i f they « n -
derftood, that the malice of Infernal Spirits is not to be avoided 
by pleafing them , but by refitting them. They arc too bad 
to be ever pleafed by any means, but what will be your utter 
ruine : And they are not ftronger then the Devil himfelf, who 
will flieif wc refifthim. I f thcbeft.wcrenotthe moft Powerful, 
what would become of the world ? And i f God be ftronger 
then the Devil, he (houldrather be pleafed then the Devil; for 
he is able to defend you from the Devils difpleafure : and he is 
rooft able to hurt you if you be difpifers of his power : which 
Juftice will cffed more certainly on the bad, then Satans malice 
can do upon the good. Men think themfelves wife, that fhif t for 
their fafety by carnal and unlawful m e a n s B u t they (hall all 
find at leaft, that plain honefty is the beft policy , and the 
favour of God the beft fecurity, and a life of faith the moft 
prudent l ife; and that (hifting for your fehes in unbelieving 
ways, is thegreateft folly. I t is thedefign of the Papifts by 
the ftrokesof Clements,Ravilliacks^auxes, and-fuch others,to 
terrifie Princes, that they may not dare torefift them, but may 
fee that they have no hold of their lives while they are under 
their difplea'fure. But yet fuch as have moft difp'eafed them 
have fcaped beft. I t is recorded by one, thatthe 
Henry of France, being perfwadedto ftand it out aga'01* J t ! ! 
Jefuites, anlwered , \_Give m fecurity for my iW m n -» 
And what a fecurity did he find in his. unbelieving way ?^ 
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A thoufand pieties it is that Protcftant Princes fhouJd not 
be united among themfelves, that they might be ftrengthcned 
for their joynt Defenfe; But that the envious man fliould be 
able fo far to over-wit them, as to fow among them the feeds of 
war, while they fieep, or feififhly mind their own affairs and 
interefts : And a greater pittyand fhame it is, that the Mr-
nifters of the Gofpel of peace fliould be the caufes of thefe df« 
vifions, or fliould not do their beft to heal them: But it is the 
greateft ftiameof all to us, that fo many years experience of 
the calamitous effsds of our Divifions, and fo much induftry of 
many worthy peaceable men, fliould do no more to a fuller 
Reconciliation then yet is done. The names, and pacifying L,a-< 
bors of fuch as Duraus , Davenant > Hall, Msrton, Vflier) 
HajnetDr. JMorin, AmyraUus, Hottonus, Conradus, Bergius, 
Johannes Bergius,Georgius,Calixlus, f erem-Burroughs,and many 
more that have laboured for peace, do live as Monuments of 
their honor and our diflionor, and do refted much fhame upon 
the faces of thofe Reformed Minifters and Churches that after 
all this are fo much unreconciled ; yea,thac are not by the flrons-
eft motives and perfwafives, fo much as excited to zealous en
deavours for the healing of our faddivifion ; no nor fome of 
them reftrained from the pafiionate profecution of their h> 
creafe. 

I f y e t anyPapift, believing fuch falfe Hiftories as [the Iman 
ef hth Churches] doth container really findingany Proteftams 
culpable, (hall fay, that we arc as bad as they in wars or cruelty 
and that llltacos intra muros peccatur, & extra. I again re
ply, i . That true Hiftory and experience tells the world that 
2 ? '!> v c o m P a r i f o n b « w e e n their exceffive cruelties and 
n ? r L " " " n o w o f mydefirc or intent, to defend any 
perlon or peopie that have been truly guilty in the leaft degree. 
3. Uur doctrine is againft that which theirs doth own. 4. I f 
either ourDoarineor pra&ife have been amifs, we defire re-
VJ A a " d ' n f , ° * r a « « o n , and are willing to reform them. The 
worn 01 (jod being our only Rule, if it appear that we have 
in any point mifunderftood i t , we defire nothing more then to 
»e reettfted , and then we (hail confefs our former faults before 
n ! f * ° r ! d > a n d P r o m i f c reformation. For our Principles fivUs 
«ot in Sin or Err Q r . But thePapiOsare fixed in their Errors, 

A a a 2 a c 4 
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and think there is a neceflity lyeth on them never to amend. 
Now the Pope and a General Council hath already decreed 
that the Pope may depofe Princes, and Abfolve their fubje&s, 
and give their Lands to others; to amend this abominable error, 
i« with them to give away all their caufe,and to ceafe to be 
Papifts. So that all Princes and People muft neceffarily defpait 
of their amendment. 

C H A P . L . 

Sme Fropofalsfor a (bopelefs) Vucu, 

IT is A Defenfive conflict that I have been hitherto managing; 
This work is put upon us by our adverfaries. But in the-

conclufion I will add a few words of that whith enticeth by 
its amiable afped, and which we gladly follow, without im
portunity or conftraint. And were our Pmer but anfwcrable 
to our Defires, we would foon put an end to thefe contentions 
of the Church, without the hurt of any of the Diflentcrs: Yea 
did there appear but any considerable Hopes of fuccefs, I 
ihould venture to be more large in Propofais to that end. But 
whea wifer men, of greater interefl can do no good , and the 
cafe appeareth as next to defperate, a few words may fuffice to 
fatisfie, my owa confeience, and to pleafe my mind with the 
mention of a Peace, and to helpfome others to right D i -
fpofitions and Defires,though we have never fo little expedition 
of fuccefs. 

And in order to what follows, I muft firft defire every Reader 
rightly to underftand the meaning and defign of all that I have 
hitherto faid. I t is but to be a neceffiry help to the Difcovcry 
of the Truth, and the confutation of the contrary errors, and 
the juft defence of the doctrine ofChrift , and of his Churches. 
I folemnly proteft that it is none of my defign or defire, I . T P 
make any believe that the Difference is wider between us and 
the Papifts then indeed it is. Nay I am fatisfled that in many 
dodrinall points it is not fo great as commonly it is taken to be 
h$ many, i f not moft,on both fides; as in the ftoints of certainty 
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of Salvation, of Pardon, of Juftifkation, of Works, of Faith ; 

and in almoft all the conrroverfies about Predeftination , 
Redemption , Free-will, the work of Grace, &c. The 
Dominicans in fence agree with the Calvinift ( as they call 
them; and the Jefuitcs with the Lutherans and Arminians; and 
fo in divers other points. The divers undemanding of words 
among u s , and the weaknefs and paffions of Divines, and a bafe 
fear of the cenfures of a party ,hatb occafioned may on both fides 
to feign the differences to be much wider then indeed they arc: 
fo that when an Alvarez, a Ttannes, a Gibienf, have fpoken the 
fame things at the Proteftants do , they are prefently tain to 
pour out abundance of unworthy (landers againft the Prote-
Jtants, for fear of being accounted Proteftants themfelves. And 
to (hew their P«rty how much they differ from us, they muft 
feignnstobemonfters, and to hold that which commonly we 
abhor: And fome Proteftants are too blame alfo m fome mea-
fure in this kind. This uncbrifttan dealing will gripe the confer
ence, when once it is awakened. Let me be rather numbrea witn 
tbofe thatare ambitious to feero as Like to all the Churches of 
Ghrift and as much to agree with them, as honeftly and poff i . 
bly may what party foever diftafte that union and 
And ™ my foul abhor thedefire of appearing ^orcd.ftantand 
difegreeingthen we are, what cenfures fo ever I may incur. 
Our ftudents would not fo ordinarily read Aqmnat, bcotm^ 
^ W w i ^ ^ r W ^ ^ r . i f t h e r e w e r e n o t i n them abundance 
of precious truth which they efteem. How neer doth Dr. W « 
dtn come to us in the fundamental point of the Rcfolution of 
our faith .? How neer come to the Scotifts to us in fence about 
the point of Merit ? and tv*Ut»f>* and others yet neerer ? How^ 
neer comes Ctntannns to us ( and many more ) in the point o f 
Jollification ? How neer comes Cardinal! Cretan to us in the 
Liberty ofdi(Tenting from the Fathers in the ExpoH^on of the 
Scriptures ? and fo doth WaUonate and many another. How 
neer comes Cardinal Cttfanus ( lib. de Concord.) to us, even 
in the EfTential point of diSerence, about the Original aod; 
Title that Rome hath to its fnpremacy ? How neer comes Gerfm-
to us in the point of Venial and Mortal fin ? perhaps as neer as. 
we are to our felves. How neer come the Dominicans and Jan-
*enians to u« in the points o f Predeftination, Grace and Free-

A a a v will?, 
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will ? For my own part, I fcarce know a Proteftant that my 
thoughts in thefe do more concur with, then they do with fan-
femus, ( that is indeed, with Auguftim himfelf. ) There are ve
ry few points of the Proteftant doctrine, which I cannot pro
duce fome Papift or other to atteft ( and eafily thus be even with 
Mr. Brerely , upon fairer terms then he deals with us . ) 

2. Idoal fo proteft that it is none of my defire or defign, 
to create any unjuft Genfures of the final ftate of Papifts in 
any Readers: nor to perfwade men that they are all damned.or 
that there are no honeft godly men among them. When I read 
fuch writers as Gerfa, Barbanfon, Ferns, and others, I am 
fully fatisfied that there are many among them ( how many 
God only knows; that truly fear God, and are fanaified gra
cious people, with whom I hope to dwell forever. And there-
tore I think it my Duty not only to forbear unjuft Cen-
fures of them , butalfo to love them with that entire fpeci-
all Chriftian Love by which Chrift would have us known to 
be his Difciples ; and to perfwade all others to do the like. 
Though ftill I am conftrained to fay , that in my fmall acquain
tance with them, I find no comparifon between the Englifli 
Papifts and our Churches in point of Holinefs. J would they 
were much better. 

3.1 do alfo proteft that it is not my defire or defign to make 
any innocent Papift to be accounted guilty of the faults of others 
which he difowns. 

4. Nor is it any of my defirc or defign to provoke the Magi-
firate to any cruelty or injuftice towards them nor to lay 
any penalty on them, but what is truly of necefiity for the 
fafety of himfelf and the Common-wealth, and a juf t reftraint 
of them from perverting others, and doing mifchief to the fouls 
of men, as I fhall open more at large anon. 

5. Nor is it any of my defire or defign to make t he generality 
of them unjuftly more odious with Rulers or People, then the 
meafure of their corruptions do deferve: Or to hide any of their 
venues, or deprive them of any honour which is their due. 
This mUch my confcience witneffeth of my intents ; though I 
know the partial will hardly believe it, when they feel themfe[ v e s 

fmart by that Contradiction which they have made necefiary 
| o r ©ur own defence. And this I thought nccejOTary to premne, 

before 
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P f O p 0 f a , $ ' t h « P^judic e and 
" r p r « t h e m ° p n

t U r n a W a . y racn or caufe them to mifin-
hither o l ^ l l l ' M r ^ t * ' ™d h m ™ > ^ hath l u rruitrated all fuch Propofals and attempts. 

C H A P . L I . 

THere are five feveral Degrees of Peace which lye before 

C h u r c h ^ w £ C n T e d b e C w e f n t h e R o m a n a n d f o r m e d 
al. S r f c V ^ b c g m W l t h l h c h i § h e f t > a n d upon foppofiti-

T t a Z f m T ^ i s , 
Affemblies, under feveral * * f t S $ ^ 
true Churches of Chrifl and joining in Synods whfn there l l Z J t t 
at leaft, gtvmg each others Christian Bmhrenjhe right hand of 
Fellow/hip. J 

3 • I f that may not be attained , the next Degree defirable ,V 
That we may take one another for Chrifiians and Churches of 
Chnft^though under fuch corruptions as we thin^e are bound to 
difown by denying the prefent exercifecf Communion : as we do 
with particular Offendors , whom we only fufpend, but not 
condemn, 4 J l 

4. I f this much may not bebad, but we will needs excom
municate each other abfoluteiy , the next degree of Peace de
firable is, That we may at leaft fo far regard the common truths 
that we are agreed upon, and the fouls of the people, as to confult 
on certain terms on which We may mo ft peacably mannage our diffe
rence s, fti th the leaft hatred, and violence, and diflurbance of the 
'Peace of Chrifit'ndom , and with the leafi impediment to thegene-
rali fuccefs of thofe common truths that we are all agreed in, 
s 5; I f this may not be attained , the loweft Degree defirable 
}**n*tjt leafi we may take each ether for more tolerable adver-

i 
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furies then Mahometans and Infidels are, and therefore way 
mah a common Agreement to ctafe our wars and bloed-fhed, and 
turn all our Arms againft the great and common enemy of the 
Chriftian name. 

Were it not for the Devill, and wicked minds, ail thefe might 
be attained but i f men be not themfelves incarnate Devils, we 
may expg& the iaft. And underftand that the terms of the ioweft 
Degrees are all implyed in the Higher. 

And now for the Higheft and moft deferable Degree of Peace, 
viz.. That we may meet in the fame Affemblies, under the fame 
Paftors, there is fo little probability that ever it (hould be ac-
comphfhed, and withall the various apprehenfions of Chrifti-
ansdoth make it fo ncceffaryto bear with one another in this, 
that I fhall fay but little of i t , as knowing that I am like to lofie 
my labor. Only this much concerning the terms. 

/ / jou will impofe no more in point of Belief, a* neceffar) to 
Salvation, but what is contained in the holy Scriptures, yea and in 
the three Creeds, and four firft Gtntral Councils ; and will leave 
the Valors of the particular Churches to worfhip God according 
to the Rule of the holy Scriptures, prudentially themfelves determi' 
ning of meer Circumfiancesleft to their determination; according 
to the general Rules, of Order , Decency and Edification, and 
bearing with a difference herein according to the different ft ate of 
the Churches or judgement of the Paftors, this is the only probablt 
way to bring us to this higheft degree of Peace, Though accord
ing to this courfe, men (hould be left to fome liberty to joyn 
with what particular Congregation they fee beft, and fo would 
moft commonly joyn with thofc that are neereft to their own 
judgement -, yet the minds of moft would be fo mollified by mu
tual forbearance, and by being fatisfied in the way that is thus 
commonly agreed on, that they would not fcruple to joyn with 
one another in worfhip in the feveral Aflemblies. 

And here I (hall further add , that i f thefe terms cannot be 
yielded to, yet all that will yield to the terms of the next De
gree of Peace may be admitted into our Affemblies, though we 
cannot joyn with them in theirs. For the Papifts have W*™ 
moreintheaMwtfrof their worfhip to keep *jback, then we 
have in ours to keep them back. For their errors lie in Zxcejj, 
and they fuppofe ours to lie but in Defetl. Now C o n I c l ^ c * 
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may well yield to perform one part of a duty when it cannot per
form the reft : But it can never yield to commit one a&ual fin, 
by doing what is forbidden by God. E.G. I f the Papifts think 
that we finfully omit the Sacrament of extream undion , they 
may nevenhelefs be prefent at the Sacrament of Baptifm. I f 
they think we preach not all the truth that we ought, they may 
neverthelefs hear and receive that which we do preach. But in 
their Affemblies we muft do thofe pofitive anions which our 
Confciences tell us are fins againft God. And therefore unleft 
they will yield (as they will no t j to the abovementioned terms, 
we cannot Joy n in their Affemblies >, but upon the terms in the 
next Chapter we can admit them into ours. 

But i f the Churches have not a neceffary Liberty in this,they 
will never agree, but be ftill breaking into pieces, or persecuting 
one another, to force men to joyn with fuch AtTemblies as belt 
pleafe them that bear the Sword. Though we readily grant 
that to hear and learn the principles of Religion, and fubmit to 
the ftatc and duty of Catechumens, men may with lefs inconve
nience be forced, and ordinarily (hould fo be. 

C H A P. L I I . 

THe fecond Degree of Peace defirable, below the former, 
is , That if we cannot live under the fame particular P*-

ftors, and joyn in the fame Affemblies, yet we may hold a difianp 
(fatholicK Communion in feveral Affemblies, without condemning 
or perfecuting one another • and may afford the fecial Love of 
Chriftiansto each other. 

This will not be done as long as we take each other for Here-
ticksjand therefore the caufes of thofe cenfures muft be removed, 
partly by a neerer agreement in our Principles, and partly by a 
greater Moderation in our Cenfures of one another. And this a 
man would think among Chriftians might be obtained. The 
terms on which it muft be had are thefe. 

Suffer us to confine our felves in Worfhip mi Church-govern-
went to the Word of God; and the Determination of our particular 
Churches or Pafters about meer CircHmftmials left to their de

ft b b termination, 
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termination, and do)ou confine jour [elves accordingly, or not ex* 
tending your praSlife beyond the Canons of the four fir ft General 
Councils, and the reft called QCanones E clefiae Univerfalis] .• 
(puhHjbedby Jufteilu?, Tiiiius, or the Codex Dionyfii Exigui) 
and for matters of Faith, we will all profefs to receive the Scri
pture, And what ever is contained in the faid Councils and the 
three C reeds, and to in ft ft upon no more as neceffary. And on ihefe 
terms we may live in Love as Brethren. 

Here note, i . That in matter of Faith we will not he bound 
to take more then is in the Scripture, and yet we will take aJl as 
aforefaid that is in the Creeds, hecaufe we are perfwaded that 
there is no more then is iothe Scripture. 2, We will not tie 
each other to profefs on what Grounds we receive the Doctrine 
of thefe Creeds and Councils. I f you receive it as Tradition 
fuperadded to Scripture, and i f we receive it as being the fatnc 
with Scripture Dodrine, or a meet Expofitionof i t , we win 
leave each other in this without examination ro their liberty, as 
long as it is the fame things that we believe. 3 . In matters of 
Worfhip andGovernment we may not be compelled, to take in aJt 
that is in all thefe Councils^ but only we will promife not to go be^ 
yondthem, and take in any more, and fo fhall you ; fo that if 
forae of us confine our felves to the Holy Scripture, and others 
will go further, as far as all tbofe.Canons do extend; we will 
yield to live as Brethren in Chriflian Love, and forbear the cen-
furing of one another. And herein you may well condeicend to 
us, when in many things you have caft off the Canons of tbofe 
Councils your felves; and abundance of them concern not oar 
times or Countries, and fo many of your own Writers confefs 
that all things neceffary to Salvation are in the Scrip*aresf and 
that Canons are mutable, and Churches, nlay vary in thefe lefler 
things. 

C H A P . L 1 1 E 

C^Ouldthe former terms of Peace be yielded to, it would-be 
J happy for the Churches ^ and I am perfwaded were it not 

for the Italians, the French would yield to them. And iom 
Proteftants wil l go further, and yield to Rmt\ that if P»pi«« 
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Will confine their Faith, and Government, and Worftiip but to 
thofe limits as the Greeks, Armenians, Ethiopians, &c. do, they 
will readily hold this Catholick Communion with them. But 
then we mult ftill remember, i . That we will not be bound to 
approve of all that they do. 2. Nor (hall they go about to force 
all others to rife up to their pitch ^ nor do as the Englifh Biftiops 
would have done, to filence and caft out all thofe Minifters that 
will not go beyond the Scriptures. You (hall bear with all that 
will be Ruled by the Scripture , and we will bear with all thac 
will not go beyond the faid General Council?, or fidex Camnum 

% Ecclefia univtrfalu : Yea, and admit fuch to our Society and 
* AfTenablies. 

But now fuppofmg that Rente will not yield to this (chough 
me thinks Trance and other Nations may do it without chero) 
the next Degree defirable is, that f At leaft we may take one ano
ther for Chilians and Churches that have fuch corruptions , as 
yet leave m good hopes ef the Jahation of multitudes, though we 
fuppofe falv*tion more rare and difficult where thofe corruptions 
are » then where they are not, and though we are forced to 
fujpend that Communion with fuch which with found members we 
fljonld hold.] . 

And indeed the obtaining of this much Peace, required no 
more but Chriftian Charity condufted by a right underftanding 
of each other. And for my part I have already this much peace 
with the Church of Rome, and fo have many millions more of 
Proteftants as Well as I : and I think the generality of them: But 
Rome hath not fo much Charity for us: But we (hall not an
fwer nor be condemned for other mens uncharitablenefs. I need 
not therefore propofe any means for that peace which we have 
already attained to, or may if we will . But then let this be ac-
compsnyed by the following forbearances. 

C H A P . L I V . 

TH E fourth Degree of Peace definble , whether the !aft 
mentioned be attained or not, is, [That we may fo far lay 

hy our hatred) wrath, and firiving about the Controverted points, 
as to confult together of the terms on which we maj manage our 

B b b 2 differences 
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differences with the leaft diflurbance to the Peace of Chriftendom, 
and the leaft difadvantage to the Truths that we are agreed in, and 
to the pe&ples fouls.J 

Religious Reafon muft needs confefs the Reafonablencfs of this 
propofal in the General But all the difficulty Iyeth in the parti
culars. I f you ask me what the particular terms are on which we 
fhould agree, I anfwer, There are many at hand, that Reafon 
rauft needs approve of - but becaufe there is no likely hood of ac
cepting them, I (hall fpare the labour of propofing them. And 
the rather, becaufe we have much ado to agree on this much 
among our felves, or the Papifts among themfelves: with what t 

hope can we move that the Agreement fhould be Univerfal? But 
this much I may propofe, j . That a Confutation of the Agents of 
Chriflian Princes and Divines might do much to further fuch a 
thing. And till that can be had , fome few of the more Peaceable 
Princes and Divines /hould lead the way, and give the reft a good 
example, z. And. that an ZJniverfalLiberty of Confcience, with 
neceffary reftriBions, might be a probable way. 

Where rote, I . That it is an Vniverfal Liberty only that we 
move for, or at leaft on equal terms. I t is not that the Papifts may 
have Liberty in England, and we have none in Spain and other 
Countries. The Author of .the Image of both Churches maketh a 
long and fubtile perfwafive for Liberty of Confcience: But where 
would he have it? Let them take this equal motion,and yield to it 
i f they dare. Let the Proteftants have liberty in Italy,Spain,Fl4#* 
ders, Portugal, Anftria, Bavaria, &c. and we (hall confent that 
the Papifts have as much Liberty in England, Holland, Sweden, 
Denmark^ &c. But it rouft in reafon be on equal terms- Yet this 
advantage we know they have, that their Agents and Miflibna-
ries are incomparably more numerous then ours, by reafon of the 
multitude of their Fryars, Jefuites, &c. and their doctrines are 
more fuitable to corrupted*nature, and carnal intereft, and the 
people are more engaged by worldly obligations to their ways: 
And yet we are fo confident of the Power of Truth,tbat I won'" 
this Propofal were accepted. The Bible . i t felf without any 
Preachers, wouid fhrewdly fhake the Kingdom of the P<?Pe> 
where men have liberty to ufe ir. , 

2. The limitations of this Liberty are, i . That one party nave 
no more of it then the other. 2. That it excend not to> allow a 

difturbance 
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difturbance of Minifters and Churches in Gods Worftiip.nor any 
unpeaeeabie tumultuary proceedings. 3 .That no Party be tolera
ted under this pretence,to teach any thing againft the EiTentiais 
or Neceffary points that we are agrred on, nor any thing that is 
againft the peace of the Common-wealth, or lives, or dignities of 
the Governors thereof. 

Two parties among our felves will difltke this propofaL 
i . ^ Some will fay, If Liberty be defirable, why may not we grant 
h in England, though Spain, Italy, &c. will not ? 

sAn[w. This Liberty is not Dejirable for it f e l f , but as a means 
to that end which is fo Defirablc. And therefore it is no further 
defirable then it tendeth to that end. And a partial Toleration of 
them,that tolerate not us, is fo far from being fuch a means, as 
that it is the next way to deftroy the end that we deftre , it will 
but put our necks under their feet, and open our bofoms to their 
Swords, and fo make our defired Peace impoffible. No friend of 
the Gofpel and Reformed Churches will profecute that motion. 

2. Others will fay,/* u unlawful to grant fitch a Liberty to Pa-
piftsy becaufe it itfalfe do&ritte which they will preach , and Ido
latry which they will exercife ; and we mti(l not do e-vill that good 
may come by it. . 

A*fw. Wemaydonoevill, but we may omit that which at 
another time is a duty tin a feafon when it is no duty. To punifh 
fuch offenders is a pofitive duty, which at all times is not a duty, 
but unfeafonably performed is a fin. For a Magiftrate therefore 
to punifti fuch offenders, when it apparently tendeth to hinder 
the orogrefs of the Gofpel,and overthrow the peace and fafcty of 
the Chriftian State, is not a Duty, but a fin. Would any of thefc 
Objeaors be againft a Magiftrates releafing of a Jefutteout of 
Prifon,in exchange for a faithful Minifter of the Gofpel,efpeeially 
of many ; as/pr'tfoners are commonly exchanged in war ? 
whv (hould they be againft the reteafmgof fuch a man to nigncr 
ends, even to fave mens fouls ? To give Liberty is but ^Permtt, 
or not to Hinder, or not to Pmijh: and therefore is but tu 'not-
doing of a work when it is unfeafonabte (as Sacrifice is when 
God requireth Mercy.) And he that may Perm , or forbear to 
punifh, mayonajuft r e a f o n p ^ ^ / ^ ^ - So that this is but 
forbearing the puniftiing of Papift* , we cannot puniih 
them without the exceeding hurt of the Church, and wrong to 
many thoufand fouls. B b b 3 but 
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But 1 know 1 fpeakall this in vain, for the Pope will never 

I v t n e a f t h i m 0 t e

R

f t a m S < £ * U f ° W t h e ' r M » T i t q u i c k -
fcfiif t h t t " r B u t u t h l m e l n t i m e ' « t h e P a P < « « h " ^ o n -
; £ r e a l ° , n a . W e , that we have no reafon to give L,ber-
f h e r S : - l ^ T U ^ i n r e t O U S ' o r ° P ° n "nequai terms. H they cla.m a fpecial Tule to i t , as having the iufter caufe we 

t f i ^ ^ u 7 e t e a , f t r i a l l ° f t h a t ' a n d ' « * » « * " 

r i h ^ 0 t h r P a r t i c u l a r t h 2 t fnould here be agreed on is this, 
f whether the former be confented to or not ; ) That on both 
Jtdes where the Teachers have any Toleration or forbearance , they 
maybe'forced by the Magi ft rate to teach the Ignorant people that 
Z^ZT^Tr \ h g n a ? A r t i c l " ° f * k e Chriftian faith ( both 
™dsandfen{e)*htchwe are all agreedin Which was Bi-
Ihop Vfhers motion to the Papift Priefts in Ireland. For faith 
tie, among the Papiils the people arefiferedtoperi/h for wantof 
knowledge -t the vulgar faperftitions of Popery not doing them half 
that hurt that the ignorance of thofe common principles of faith 
doth which all true Chriftians are bound to learnl (Serm.at Wan-
fad, page 3 3 . ) 

4. Another necelTary particular to be agreed on i V that 
Weufe not bitter inveclives againft each other, n*r uncharitable 
contendings, efpecially in the ears of the ignorant people that have 
not yet learned the common truths which we agree in : but that our 
Debates be managed only in fuch Affemblies as are capable of 
them, and tn a fiber Chri@ian way. 

S- Another is , that fuch Magiftrates that will m t grant To. 
ler anon ,may yet on both fides avoid cruelties, and in flit! n§ more pe
nalties for matters of meer Religious worfhip, then necefftty /hall 
require '. and that herein they may agree upon fame equality in the 
feveral Nations. And in this let Spain, Italy, Auftria, and the 
reft, for fhame confent, to be as moderate as the Turk and to 
(hut up the doors of their bloody Inquiiltron. 

6. Let us all agree to renounce all Treachery and unfaithfulnefs 
againft the Soveraign Powers, and all feditions difturbances of the 
Peace of Common- wealths. 

7. Let thofe afford us the common Love of men, that think *** 
not capable of the fpecial Love of Chriftians \ and Volet us Love 
our Neighbours as our felves , and ftudy to do good, and 

not 
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not hurt to one another • and give over plotting to undermine 
one another, and deftro'y one anothers civil intereft, and gee 
our Neighbours under our feet. This much well practiced , 
would do fomething to the peace of the Chriftian world. 

C H A P . L V . 

T H E lowcft Degree,that none but incarnate Devils one 
would think fhould 'refill is this; that if we will needs hve 

as enemies, yet we may remember that we have all greater enemies 
and therefore let m give over our wars , and let ever) Nat* 
tube quietly governed by their own Laws and Sovereigns, and let 
ttj all join together again(i the common enemies of C hnjt. 

We cannot but know chat much of Chrifts intereft lyeth tn 
our hands, and that i f either party were devoured by the Turk 
i t would be. a heavy blow to the Chriftian caufe : I t <aoa 
fhouid fuffer that proud enemy to come and make a third 
among us, to end our quarrels, we muft juftifie him in his 
judgements; and muft to our perpetual fhame confefs that by 
our proud and paffionate contendings, and unpeaceblenefs, 
and feif-feeking, we did betray the Chriftian caufe. O 
wonderfuil ftupidity and impiety of great men, and Learned 
men, profeffing fo much zeal for God, that they can no more 
agree, nor bear in Love and Compafiion with each other^ nor 
ceafe their wars, when a raging potent enemy ftands over them, 
ready to devour them both. Let the Venetians take the honour, 
and we the fhame : How ever their own Intereft may engage 
them, yet materially their w^rs are more honourable then 
ours. The Pope, is eager for a General Peace among his 
fub}efts,that they may be ftrenghthened to devour u« : But ic 
Were an honefter defign , that would give him more comfort at 
!aft, to mediate a Peace among all Chriltians, that in this at leaft 
they might be one,tooppofe the Turk,, and refcue the Heritage 
of Chrilt which he hath opprelTed. 

And O what a blelTed thing it were, if the Jefuites, Fryars 
and Proteftants could but agree, to join together for the con-
verfion of the poor Indians. And either preach in the fame, or 
feverai,Countries, without feeking the deftrudion.there of one 

another t 
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another; yea and afford each other help : that the Englifh,HoI-
landers, and others might fend Preachers as well as Merchants 
into the Indies j and we might there contribute our endeavours 
to propagate the Gofpel, though in our different wayes, not 
envying, hating and hindering each other .* but remembringwe 
all confefs one Chrift, though not one Vice-chrift. 

Conclnfion. 

if Ha ve caft out thefe Propofals meerly toacquaint the peaceable 
J . Chriftian , what he fhould defiTe, that the frame of his heart 
may be right before God : and not with any expectation that 
they (hould be fo regarded as to procure what they drive at. I 
am not fo weak, or ignorant of the inconfiderabfenefs of the Pro-
pofer, or of the lelfifhnefs and ungodlinefs of the world. But yet 
I may lawfully take the comfort of the moft unerTe&ual defires 
and endeavours that are honeft. 

And for thofe that would have us Reconciled upon the Groti-
an terras, or upon the French Foundation of a General Coun
cil, and would have all forced, as our Bifliops attempted to 
come over to their way , and deny Liberty to the reft, that can
not thus clofe with themjand all that think that the Church muft 
have fome Vifible Head or Soveraign to unite in , I (hall (hew 
them their errour in a dif t ind Difputation, which I am publifn* 
ing next to this, as a fupplement: and therein I (hall give them 
fuch further Propofals for a juft Reconciliation, as men that are 
Studious of Peace may profecute, with hope of fome fuccefs. 

And becaufe I have lately met with a Paper called [ AnFx-
flanatim of the Roman Catholick, Belief, ] &c. which prctcnd-
eth tcrrauch moderation, in divers points j J purpofe next to en-
quire/whether it mean as it pretends, thatifi tdo,we roayg*v<j 
i t welcome; i f not, we may Deled: its Fraud: For as I (hould 
much re joice to hear of fo much amendment of the Roman Be
lief, which I thought had been fuppofed by themfelves to be in
corrigible- So Irauft confefs that I am fo much for plain and open 
dealing, that I think it my duty to help to bring their works into 
the Light, and try how they agree with the Truth and among 
themfelvesthae men may judge of them as they are. 

F I N I S . 
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