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Powerover them s called Benefallors, (or Bounteons) and he in-
ferretb; [Bmi)um Jaall mot hfﬁ,] I:zg plain , tbut)meiﬂatim
;é\far a{den the Apoﬂlé:. Go them therefore, and sfurp if thon

areft, either Apofbicfhip whileft thow Ruleft as 4 Lord, ora Lordly
Rale (0’. Domination) while thos art Apoftolick, Plainly thou
art forbiddey ope of the two s If thou wilt have both alike, thow -
lofeft both.] So far Bermard. By whofe verdi&t the Pope and
tl:;s. Bifhops are deprived of both; by grafping at both .

ng ago, Fawe s :

l';glayg'the Pope makes himfelf 8 Temporal Prince in every.
Princes Dominion on earth, where he s ableto do it, and takes .
all e Clergy out of their Government into his own. So that
2Qually be hath difpolcfTed them of part of their Duminion
siready, by taking fo confiderable a part of their fubje&s from .
under their power , yea and thofe that have fo great an influ.
encepponallthe reft: What by publick Preaching,and Church-.
goveraing, and fecret Confeffing, and dependance on them for
theSacraments, one would think it fhould be no hard matter
fora Remifb allowed numerous Clergy, to be Mafters of any
Kingdom where they are. And thus Princes are more then
half conquered already, without a war. If any believe not -
that the Pope doth notthus exempt his Clergy from the fculae
power, it is becaufe he knows not their molt notorious prinei-
ples and pracifes, Nay even in &wgland , in King Charles his .
Articles forthe Spanifb match, the Pope had the confidence to
dcmand thx_s Prerogative, and therefore himfelf added to the fix- '
teenth Article, which freed them from Laws aboat Religion,
[“g“lt,’gﬁ;?? 7/);fo wisllis Legibms fnb]weam,.niﬁ [wornm [uperio-
rum Lceicpaflicornm. | that is [ Eoclefiaftick. perfons fball be
“”df"] #o Law, but of their Superionr Ecclefiafbicks (or C hureh-
men) . 1s noc this plain Englifh ? See Prins Introduit. .6, Sothat.
no Church-man muft be under any Law of the Land Zr Gowern-
ment of Secular Princes. And when the 3 b

. And when they have fuch a ftrength .

in ourown Garrifons, a forreign Enemy is eafily let in. To .

the exciting of whom they wi s : ;
. z y will never be wanting, bhaving cheir
Agents i ofie garb-or other at che ears of the Privnceg and

Stares in Chriftendom , and of mofl of the Great and Ngble .

perfons that are deeply intercffid in the G overnm s
i ; 3 ! N3 went, Yeg 3 4.
With Infidel Princes fome imes,as Cyrilthe Patriarck of (;o,,;;.ﬁ_
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tinople proved, to the lofs of hislife, for being fo much a ainﬁ
tsi::tia&ﬁ;' _Apd the more caufe h;ve all Ch?iﬁian Princegs and
. \;azlfx;l;t)\tf'algaln& thefeincendiaries , 1. Becaufe they
‘ S iolence, and build their Kingdom on it, and
¢ g he otfe. ?dy itday and night. 2. And becaufe they bave
duccﬁ :'ncg fpolmdi;']cfuxtes all abroad continually upon the
go; whofe contrivances and endeavours are day and night
to dbrmg Princes and Nations to their will,and to kindle divifions
and wars among them to attain their Ends. They makeatrade
of thisimployment. And expert prepared men, that follow &
bufinefs all their days, are like enough to make fomething of
itat laft ; efpecially while others fleep, or filently look on, and
let them aloneto play their game. If the Papifts can but get
into the Saddle, either by deceiving the Rulers, or Commanders,
or by bringing forreiga force againftus, they will give usleave
to difpute, and write, and preach againft them, and laugh at
us that will ftand talking only, while they are working : And
when the Sword isin their band , they will foon anfwer all our
Arguments, with a fagot, a hatchet, or bhalter; Smirhfield
confuted the Proteftants, that both the Univerficies could 0ot
confute. Their Irquifition isa School where they difpute moré
advantagioufly then in Academies. Though all the Learne
men in the world could not confute the poor Albigenfes wal-
denfes and Bobemians , yet by thefe Iron Arguments they had
men that prefently ftopt the mouths of many thoufands, if not
hundred thoufands of them:Even as the Mahometans confute the
‘Chriftians. A Strappado isa knotty Argument. In how few days
did they confute thirty thoufand Proteftants in and about Par#,
till they lefe them not (onearth) a word to fay. In how few
weeks fpace did the ignorant Irif% thus ftop the mouths of many
 thoufand Proteftants? Even in U/ffer alone, as is firongly
conje@ured, by teftimony on OQath, about an hundre
and fifty thoufand men were morrally filenced : Alas W€
? now find that the poor I7ifs commonly know but little more
] of Chrift, butthat he is a beiter man of the two then Saint
Patrick : And therefore how long might they have been before
they could have flenced fo many Proteftants any other way
There’s nothing Lke flone dead, with'a Papift, They love not
to tire themfelves with Difputes, when the bufinefs may be
fooner and more fuccsfsfully difpateht. Well,

s, e s



A Key for (atholicks.

361

‘Well, feeing chis is the way that they arerefolved on, and no
peaceable motions will ferve for the preventingit, all men that
‘have care of the Charch and Caufe of Jefus Chrift, and the
happinels of their pofterity, have caufe toftand on watch and
guard: Not to be cruel to them ( leave that to themfelves, )
butto be fecared from their cruelty. I fhould be ab_undantly
more earneft then I am, to prefs all men to fuch a patience and
fubmiffion in Caufes of Religion, as leaves all to God alone,
but that we all fee how the Papifts are ftill at the dore with the
Swords intheir hands, and watching for an opportunity to
breakin. Andif in modefty we ftand flill and let them alone,
they will give us free leave when they have the day, to call
them Trayrors, or perfidious, or what we pleafe. Let loofers
talk: Let them have the Rule, and then make the beft you
can of your Arguments. If they can once get :Exgldnd and
other Proteftant Countries, into the cafe of Spais and Iraly,
theic Treachery fhall notbe calt in their teeth . for they will
leave none aliveandac liberey todo ir. When we fee in good
fadnefsthat it is Navies,and Armies, and ftabbings of Kings,
and Powder-plots,and Maffacres that we have to difpute againft,
it’s time to be able to Anfwer themintheir own way, or we
lofe the day, It isnota good Caufe, orwit, or learning, or
bonefty, that will then ferveturn. 1 know God is al-fufficient
for his Charch,and in him muft be our Truft : But he requireth
usto exped his bleffing in the ufe of lawful probable means.
He can give us Corn without plowing,and fowing : but we have
littlereafon to forbear thefe and expe& it : He can Convert men
‘without preaching : Bue yet the bleffing of God doth pre-
fuppofe Panls planting , and Apolls’s watering, He can Rnle
and Defend us without Ma ftrates, but it is not his appointed
way. And hecan fave usfrom deceitful bloody men, without
ourcare, and vigilancy and refiftance : but it is not his ordinary
appointed courfe in which he would have us look to bim for
deliverance, ,,

And therefore in the Name of God let Princesand Barlia-
ments be vigilant : for they watch for the outward fecarity of
the Churchand Common-wealth (as Minifters do for our {piri.
tual wel-fare ) as thofe thae muft give account. And ler the
- Peopletake heed what Parliament or Magiftrares they choofe d
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And let all ‘that love the Gofpel, and the profperity of the
;.bzlﬂlandworlé, and of their pgﬁerity, havg theli)r cst in theif
Sea ; and take heed of that bloody hand, that hath in Exgland,
‘”_“”d, Ireland, France,Savay, Low-countries, Germany, Bo=
hemia, &c. already fpilc fo many fireams of Chriftian blood. If
the Wife, theLearned, Moderate Lord du Plefis, was fo zea-
lous for the Lawfulnefs of Nece[Jary Defence,as Grosim chargeth-
bim, as to putitinto his Teffament, (whom he makesalfo the
Author of Funius Brutus, 1 know not on what ground ) doubt--
lefs he knew with whom he had to do, and thought that every
Guifian League was not a Law of God or of the King.
Some Princes think that it 15 their fafeflt way o pleafe the
Pope and Jefuites, and fo will be Papifts , on the terms as fome
of the Indians worfhip the Devill; becaufe he is fo naught, that
he may not hurt them. But thefe men were wifer, if they un=
derftood, thatthe malice of Infernal Spirits is not to be avoided
by pleafing them , but by refifting them. They are too bad
to be ever pleafed by any means, but what will be your utter
ruine : And they are not ftronger then the Devil himfelf, who
will flieif we refilt him. ~1f the beff were not the moft Powerf#ls
what would become of the world ? And if God be ftronger
then the Devil, ke fhould rather be pleafed then the Devil ; for
he is able to defend you from the Devils difpleafure : and he is
molt able to'hurt youif 'you be difpifers of his power : which
Juftice will effe& more certainly on the bad, thenSatans malice '
ean do upon the good. Men think themfelves wife, that fhift for
their fafety by carnal and unlawful means: But they fhall all
find at lealt, that plain honefty-is the beft policy , and the
favour -of God the beft fecurity, and alife of faith the moft
prudentlife; and-that fhifting for your felves in unbelieving
ways, is the greateft folly. It is the defign of ,the Papifts by
the {trokes of Clements,Ravilliacks,Vanxes, and fuch others, 10
terrifie Princes, thatthey may not dare o refift them, but may
fee that they have nohold of their lives while they, are undet
their difpleafure. But yet fuch as have moft -difpleafed them
have fcaped belt. 1t is recorded by one, thatthe grear King
Henry of France, being perfwaded to-ftand it out againft the
Jefuites, anfwered , [ Give me [ecurity for my Life shen-]

And. what a fecurity did he find in bis unbelieving way # ojgoad.
S : ' Acthour
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‘A thoufand pitties it is that Proteftant Princes fhould not
be united among themfelves, that they might be firengthened
for their joynt Defenfe ; But that the envious man fhould be
able (o far to over-wit them, as to fow among them the feeds of

- war, while they {leep, or fclfithly mind their own affairs and
interefls : And a greater pitty and fhame it s, that the Mi-,
nifters of the Gofpel of peace thould be the caufes of ;hgfc di-
vifions, or fhould not do their beft to heal them : Butit is the

* greateft fhame of alltous, that fo many years experience of
the calamitous effe®@s of our Divifions, and fo much indufiry of
many worthy peaceable men, thould do po more to a fuller
Reconciliation then yetis done. The names, and pacifying La-f
bors of fuch as Durens, Davenant, Hall," Morton , U fber,
Hayne,Dr. Morin, Amyraldns, Hottonss, Conradus, Bergins,
fobannes Bergins Georgins Calixtus, ferem: Burronghs,and many
more that have laboured for peace, dolive as Monuments of
their honor and our dithonor, and do refle& much fhame upon
the faces of thofe Reformed Minifters and Churches that after
all this are fo much unreconeiled ; yea that are not by the ftrong-
elt motivesand perfwafives, fo much as excited to zealous en-
deavours for thehealing of our fad divifion ; no nor fome of
thm; reftrained from the paffionate profecution of their in-
creafe. ’

If yet any Papift, believing fuch falfe Hiftori :

of both Chnrches] doth contai%,or really [gnd?nlgez:; I[Jtrlfteliz‘:ﬁ

culpable, fhall fay, that we are as bad as they in wars or cruelty
and that Jlsacos intra myros peccatnr, ¢ extra. I again ri-:

- ply, 1. Thattrue Hiftory and experience tells the world that
there is no comparifon between their exceflive cruelties and

our;. 2. Yet itisnone of mydefire or intent, to defend any
perionor people that have been traly guilty in the leaft degree.
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3. Our do&rine is againft that which theirs doth own. 4. If

either our Dogrineor praife have been amifs, we defire re-
proof and information, and are willing to reform them. The
Word of God being our only Rule, if it appear that we have
;}ne an):& pgmt mifunderfood ir, we defire nothing more then to
a reitified , and tth we fhall confefs our former faules before

ie ‘}'OT!d, and promife reformation. For our Principles fix us
A0t inSio or Errgr. But the Papifisare fixed in their Errors,
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and think thereis a neceflity Iyeth on them never to amend.
Now the Pope and a General Council hath already decreed
that the Pope may depofe Princes, and Abfolve their fubje&s,
_nnd give their Lands to others ; to amend this abominable error,
1s with them to give away all their caufe,and to ceafe robe

Papifts, Sothac all Princesand People muft neceffarily defpai
of their amendment, e~

Cuar L.
Some Propofalsfor & (bopelefs) Peact..

IT u.A Defenfive confli& that I have been hitherto managing;

This work is put npon us by our adverfaries. Butin the:
conclufion I will add a few words of that which enticeth by
its amiable afpe& , and which we gladly follow, without im-
portunity or conftraint. And were our Pewer but anfwerable-
to our Defires, we would foon putan end to thefe contentions
of the Church, withous the hurt of any of the Diffeaters: Yea
did there appear but any confiderable Hopes of fuccefs, 1
fhould venture to be more large in Propofals to that end, But.
when wiler men, of greater intereft cando no good , and the
cafe appeareth as next to defperate, a few words may fuffice ro.
fatisfie my own confcience , and to pleafe my mind with the
mention of aPeace, and to help fome others to right Di-
fpofitions and Defires,though we have never.fo lietle expe@ation
of fuccefs,

And in order to what follows, Imuft firlt defire every Reader-
rightly to underftand the meaning and defign of all thatI have.
bitherto faid. Itisbuttobea neceffary help tothe Difcovery

. of the Truth, and the confutation of the contrary errors, &
the juft defence ofthe doctrine of Chrift, and of his Churches..
I folemnly protelt that it is none of my defign or defire, 1.To
make any belicve that the Difference is wider between us and.
the Papifts thenindeed itis. NayI am fatisfied that in 3Ny
do@&rinall points it is not fo great as commeonly it is taken 0 b€
by many, if not moft,on both fides :_asia the goints of ““‘“““’Yf :
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of Salvation, of Pardon, of Juftification, of Works, of Faith,
;{:‘z e:: almoft all the 'controverﬁc; alf:tg:t Predeftination
mption , Free-will, the work ot Grace, . The
Dominicans in fence agree with the Calvinift ( as they call
}h‘.m)_ and the Jefuites with the Lutherans and Arminians: and
o in divers other points. The divers underftanding of words
:::g”% us, and the weaknefs and paffions of Divines, anda bafe
ear of the cenfures ofa party,hatb occafioned may on both fides
to feign the differences to be much wider then indeed theyare :
fo that when an A4 /varex,8 Bannes, a Gibienf, have fpoken the
fame things as the Proteftants do , they are prefently fain to
pour out abundance of unworthy flanders againft the Prote-
fants | for._ fear of being accounted Proteltants themfelves. And
to fhew their party how much cthey differ from us, they muft
feign us to be monfters, and to hold that which commonly we
abhor : And fome Proteftants are too blame alfo in fome mea-
fure in this kind, This unchriftian desling will gripe the confci-
ence, when once it is awakened. Let me be racher numbred with
thofe thatare ambitious to feem as Liketo all the Churches of:
Chrift, and as muchto agree with them, as ‘honeftly and poffi-
bly Lmay, what party foever diftafte that union and agreement.
And let my founl abhor the defire of appearing more diftantand.
ifagreeingthen we are, what cenfures fo ever I may incur..
Our fiudents would oot fo ordinarily read Aquinat, Scotus .,
Ariminenfis Durandus, ¢ if there werenotin them abundance
of precious truth which they eftcem. How neer doth Dr. Hol-

dew come to us in the fandameotal point of the Refolution of

aur faith # How neer come to the Scotifts to us in fence, about
the point of Merit ? and 7#aldenfis and others yet neerer? How
neer comes Centarennsto us ( and many more ) in the point of

Joftification ? How neer comes Cardinall Cajeran to Us in the.

Liberty of diffenting from the Fathers in the
Scriptures ? and fo doth Waldenate and many another. How

Expofition of the.

necrcomes Cardinal Cwfanus ( Jib. de Concord. ) 10 V8 , €Ven,

in the Effential point of diference, a

bout the Original and.

Title that Rome hath to its fnpremacy ? How neer comes Gerfos.
to us in the point of Venial and Mortal fin ? perhaps asneer as.
we are to our-felves. How neer come the Dominicans and Jan-.

fenians to usin the poines of Predeftination, Grace and Free-

Aaa 3; . Cowill g
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will ? For my own part, I fearce know a Proteftant that my
thngh;s in thﬁfg do more concur with, then they do with Fan-
[fenins ( thatis indeed, with AAgnftine himfelf. ) There are ve-
ry fcw points qf the Proteftant do&rine, which T cannot pro-
duce fome Papift or other to atceft ( and eafily thus be even with

‘Mr. Brerely , upon fairer terms then he deals with us. Fimni ol

- 2.1doalfo proteft cthat it is none of my defire or defign;
to create any unjult Cenfures of the final fate of Papifts in
any Readers: nor to perfwade men that they are all damned, or
that there are no honeft godly men among them. WhenI read
fuch writers as Ger/on, Barbanfon, Ferns , and others, I am
fully facisfied that there are many among them ( how many
God only knows ) that truly fear God, and are fan@ified gra=
cious people, with whom I hope to dwell for ever. And there-
fore 1 think it my Duty not only to forbear unjuft Cen-

Afures of them , butalfo to love them with that entire fpeci-

all Chriftian Love by which Chrift would have us known to
be his Difciples ; and to perfwade all others to do the like:
Though flill I am conftrained to fay , that in my fmall acquain-
tance with them, I find no comparifon between the Englith
‘Papifts and our Churches in point of Holinefs. 1 would they
were much better. -

3.1doalfo proteftthat it is not my defire or defignto make
any ionocent Papift to be accounted guilty of the faults of others
which hedifowns. : * :

4. Nor is it any of my defire or defign to provoke the Magi-

rate to any cruelty or injuftice towards them; nor tolay
any penalty on them, but what is truly of necefficy for the
fafety of bimfelf and the Common-wealth, and a juft reftraint
of them from perverting others, and doing mifchief to the fouls
.of men, asI {hall open more at large anon. :

5.Norisitany of my defire or defign to makethe generality
of them unjuftly more odious with Rulersor People, then the
‘meafure of their corruptions do deferve: Or to hide any of their
vertues, or deprive them of any honour which is their due.
This miich my confcience witneffeth of my intents thoungh
know the partial will hardly believe it,when they feel themfelves
{mart by that Contradi@ion which they have made neceffary

for our owndefence. And this I thought neceffar Y to Pr;zg:;
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beforeI lay downhe following Propofals, thar. prejudice and
pafliondonor tyrn away men eyes , or caufe them to mifin.
terpret them.For je is prejudice, partiality, and fa&tion, that hath
hitherto frufirated ali fuch Propofals and actempts.
\, ;

CH';\ Pl

Here are five feveral Degrees of Peace which lye before
: us to be attempted between the Roman and Reformed
Churches : We fhall begin with the higheft, and upon fuppofitie

on of the failing of our Defigas for that,come down to the next £

and fo to the Loweft_ .

I. The firlt Degree of Peace to be Intended and Defired is,
det. we may [ofar Agree, as that we may hold perfonal Commy.
nion sn the (ame Affemblies in the wor 3p.of God,and live under the
Jame particular Paftors.

¢h

o x&?chgtjcaﬁndq@(ﬁegjq:@ » the
atholick, Cb;qfuncmmm in fiveral

That we may holda

Affemblies, wuder [everal “Paflors, 4ckniwlcdgi¢g -each other +he
srue Churches of Chrift and joining in Synods whenthereis need gy

at leaft, giving each otheryas Chriftian Brethren,the right band o

.Ffl{m ;,g(' Fin sty gt \;'.\; N A Bt P A | : : ;'.‘ -
3. Ifthat may not be atrained | the next Degree defirable .is,
Thas we may take ons axother for Chriftians and Charches of
Chriftthough under [ch corrmptions .as-we think we are bound to

difown by denying the prefens exercife of Commumnion & aswede

“with particslir Offendors | whom we only. [ufpend; but o
condemn. . ad bl 20 Fhiin ; 33t
4. Tf this much may‘noz'bc_-hgd‘, but . we will needs excom~
municate each other 2blolutely ,” the next degree of Peace de-
firable is, Thas we may pt leaft [o far regard the common 1ruths. :
that we arc agreed wpow, and he [ouls of the people, as to confult
5;",1;‘.‘)’;2&"&’”””? hich e may mof peacably mannage our diffe-
7nces, Wish the leaff batred, and vilence., - and diftarbance of the,
' 'mge'ﬁ_’: Clrificndom , andwith the leaff impediment o the gene
vall [acce[s of thofe commen truths that we are all agreed. in.

. 3. U this may not be attained , thelowelt Degrec defirable

5, Thar at leaft we m4) takecach etber for mare whmbkﬂ? e
933313in0 A4 e 3 N B = arses

> next Degree defirable is ]
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farvies thew Makometans and Infidels are | and therefore way
make ﬂlcl‘ommoz Agreement toceafe enr wars and blood-foed , and
turn ali our Arms againft the great and commo

. sprpl gainft the g mmon chemy of the

Wereitnot for the Devill, and wicked minds, all thefe might
be attained : but if men be mot themfelves incarnate Devils, we
may expe& the lalt. And underftand that the terms of the loweft
Degreesarcail implyedinthe Higher.  °

And now for the Higheft and moft defirable Degree of Peace,
iz, That we may meet in the fame Affemblies, under the fame
Paftors, thereis fo little probabilicy thac ever it fhoold beac-
complifhed, and withall the various apprehenfions of Chrifti-
ans doth makeit fo neceffary to bear wich oneanother in this,
that I fhall fay butlictle of it, as knowing that I am liketo lofe
my labor. Only this much concerning the terms.

If you will impofe no more in point of Belief , & necef[ary ro
Salvation, but what is contained in the boly Scriptures, yea andin
the three Creeds, and fonr firp General Conncils 5 and will leave
the Paftors of the particnlar Churches to worfbip God according
to the Ruleof the holy Scriptures, prudentially them|elves determs=
ning of meer CircumfPances left to their desermination; according
te the general Rales, of Order , Decency and E{l;ﬁmmn, and
bearing with a difference berein according to the different flate of
the Ghurches or judgement of the Paftors, this is the only probable
way 10 bring wstothus higheft degree of Peace. Though accords
ing to this courfe, men fhould be lefe to fome liberey to joyn
with what particalar Congregation they fee beft, and fo woul
moft commonly joyn with thofe that are neereft to their own
judgement ; yet the minds of moft would be fo mollified by mu-
tual forbearance, and by being fatisfiedin the way that is thus
commonly agreed on, that they would not fcruple to joyn with
one another in worfhipin the feveral Affemblies.

And here I fhall further add , thatif thefe terms cannot be
yielded to, yetall thae will yieldto the terms of the next De-
gree of Peace, may be admitted into onr Affemblies, though W€
cannot joyn with them in theirs. .For the Papifts have ypuc
morein the manner of their worfhip to keep us back, then we
havein oxrstokeep them back. For their errorslie in Excefs,

and they fuppofe enrs to lie but in Defec?. Now Qonfcizi:;




A Key for Céztbolicl{&.

form the reft : But it cannever yield to commit one attual fin,
- by doing what is forbidden by God. E.G. If the Papifts think
that we finfully omit the Sacrament of extream unction , they
may neverthelefs be prefent at the Sacrament of Baptifm. If
they think we preach not all the truth that we oughr, they may
neverthelels hear and receive that whichwe do preach. But in
their Affemblies we muft do thofe pofitive adions which our
Confciences tell us are fins againft God. And therefore unlefs
they will yield (as they willnot) tothe abovementioned terms,
‘we cannot joyn in their Affemblies ; but upon the terms in the
next Chapter wecanadmitthem into ours.

But if the:Churches have not a neceffary Liberty in this,they
will never agree, but be ftill brezking into pieces, or perfecuting
one another, toforce mento joyn with fuch Aflemblies as beit
.pleafe them that bear the Sword. Though we readily grant
thatto hear andlearn the principles of Religion, and fubmit to
ithe ftate and duty of Catechumens, men may with lefs inconve-

nience be forced, and ordinarily fhouldfobe. :

Cua P, E LI,

THC fecond Degree of Peace defirable, below the former,
is , That if we cannot live under the [ame particular Pa-
frors, and joyn in the fame Affemblies, yerwe may holda diftant
Carholick Communion in f[everal Affemblics, withowt condemning
or perfecnting one- another ; and ‘may afford the [pecial Love of
Chriftians to each other. : T S 2

This will not be done as long as we take each other for Here-
ticks;and therefore the caufes of thofe cenfures muft be removed,
partly bya necrer agreement in our Principles, and partly by a
greater Moderation in our Cenfures of one another. Andthisa
man would think among Chriftians might be obtained. The
terms onwhich it muft-be bad are thefe.
" Suffer us toconfine our felves in Worfbip and Charch-govern-
ment to the Word of God ; andthe Determinationof onr particular
‘Churches or Paftors abont meer Circumftantialy left to their de-

3 T BRE T e,
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" may well yield to perform one part of a duty when it cannot per- :




¥ e ———T

L.

370

4 Key for (Catholicks.

vermination, and doyou confine your felves accordingly, or not exr
sending your practife beyond the Canonsof the four firfb General

" Councils , and the reff called [ Canones E:clefiz Univerfalis]

(pubbifbed by Jultellus, Tillius, or the Codex Dionyfii Exigui)
and for matters of Faith, we will all profe[s toreceive the Scrs-

prare, and whas ever is contained in the [aid Councils and the

three Creeds, and toinfift spon no move as neceffary. And on thefe
terms we may live in Love as Brethren,

Herenote, 1. Thatin matter of Faith we will not be bound

to take more then is in the Scripture, and yet we will take all as.
.aforcfa_:d that is in the Creeds, becaufe we are per{waded that
there is no more then is ia the Scripture. 2, We will not tie-

cach other to profe(s on what Grounds we receive the Do&rine
of thefe Creeds and Councils. If you receive it as Tradition
fuperadded to Scripture, andif wereceiveitas being the fame
with Scripture Do@rine, or a meet Expofition of ir, we Wil
leave each other in this without examination to their liberty, as

long as it is the fame chings that we believe. 3. In matters of
Wor/bip and Goversment we may not be compelled, to takeinall

that is tn all thefe Councils; but only we will promife ot ro go be=

youd them, and take in any more ; and fo fhall you : fo thatif

fome of us confine our felves to the Holy Scriptnre, and others

will go further, as far as all thofe Canons do extend ; we will:
yield to liveas Brethren in Chriflian Love, and forbear the cen--

furing of one another. And herein you may well condefcend to

us, whenin many things you have caft off the Canous of thofe-
Councils your felves ; and abundance of them concernnotour”
times or Countries, and fo many of your own Writers confefs
that all chings nec¢flary to Salvationarein the Scrip:ures; and

that Canons are mutable, and Churches may vary in thefe fefer
things.. : ]

; Y T
Cpar LHE
COuldth‘e former terms of Peace be yielded to, it would.be

happy for the Churches; and I am perfwaded were. it nO¢
for the Jtalians, the French would yield to them. And fome

Proteflants will go further, and yicld to Rerme; that if P&;;L{E

%
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‘Wlurco_nﬁ_ne their Faith, and Government, and Worfhip but to
thoe limits as the Greeks, drmenians, Ethiopians, &c. do they
will readily hold chis Catholick Communion with them. But
then we muft ftill remember, 1. That we will not be bound to
al?Pl'OVe ofall that they do. 2. Nor fhallthey go about to force
all others to rife up to their pitch ; nor do as the Eng/ifb Bifhops
would have done, to filence and caft out all thofe Minifters that
willnot go heyond the Scriptares. You fhall bear witch all chat
will be Ruled by the Scripture , and we will bear with all that
will not go beyond the faid General Councils, or (edex Canonum
Ecclefie univerfalis: Yea, and admit fuch to our Society and
Afferablies. :

But now fuppofing that Reme will not yield to this (though
methioks Fraucs and other Nations may do it without them)
the next Degree defirable is, that [ A leaft we may take one ano-
ther for Chriffians and Churches that bave fuch corruptions , as
get_leave us good hupesof the [alvation of multitudes, thowgh we
[ppeft [alvarion more rare and difficult where thofe corrnptions
e s thew where tbe] are not, and th’oxgb we are forced to
ufpend thas C ommunion with [uch whick with found members we
Jhonld hold.) y L

And indeed the obtaining of this much Peace , requireth no
more but Chriftian Charity condu&ed by aright underftanding
of each otber. And for my parcI havealready this much peace
with the Church of Reme, and fo have many millions more of
Proteftantsas well asI : and I think the generality of them: But
Rome hathnot fo much Charity forus: But we fhall not an-
fwer nor be condemned for other mens uncharitablenefs. 1 need
not therefore propofe any means for that peace which we have
already attaired to, or may if we will. But then et chis be ac-

compinyed by the following forbearances.

: Caa-di BV

E THE fourth Degree of Peace defirable, whether the faft
mentioned be atrained or not, is, [Zhat we may [0 far lay

byour batredy wrath, and-fbriving abont the Controverted points,
A3 to confult together of the terms on which we may manage onr
: Bbb2 differences

b
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differences with the leaft difiurbance 1o the Peace of Chyiflendom,
and the lealt difadvantageto the Trachs that we ar:):rgreedﬁ:'n and
20 the pesples fouls. ] g
~ Religious Reafon muft needs confefs the R eafonablenefs of this
propofalin the General : Butall che difficulty lyeth in the parti-
culats. lf you dsk me what the particular terms are on which we
fhould agree ; T anfwer, There are many at hand, thar Reafon
muft needs approve of ; but becaufe there is no likelyhood of ac+
eepﬁng{tbem, I fhall fpare the labour of propofing them. And
tb_e rather, becaufe we have much adoto agree on this much.
among out lelves, or the Papifts among themfelves : with what .
h,QPe can we move that the Agreement fhould be Univerfal? But
this muchl may propofe, 3.7 hat a Confnlration of the Agents of
Chriftian Princes and Divines might domnch to farther fuch 8
thing. And till that canbe had | fome few of the more Peaceable
Princes and Divines [yonld lead the way, and give thereft a good
example. 2. Andihat anTniverfal Liberty of Confcience, with.
necefJary veftrictions, might be a probable way. 3

Where riote, 1. That it is an Univer/al Liberty only that we. -
move for, or at leaft o ¢gual terms. It is not that the Papifts may
have Libertyin England, and we have none in Spain and other
Countries. The Author of the Image of both Churches maketh a
long and fubtile per (wafive for Libersy of Confeience : But where
would he haveit> Let them take this equal motion,and yield to it
if they dare. Let the Proteftants have hiberey in Italy, Spain,Flar-
ders, Portugal, Anftria, Bavarin, &c. and we fhall confent that
thé Papifts bave as mtich Liberty in Englawd, Holland, S weden,
Denmark, &c. Butit muft in reaflon be on eqmal terms. Yet this.
advancige we know they have, that their Agents and Mifliona-
ries are incomparably more aumerons then ours, by reafon of the
multitude of their Fryars, Jefuites, ¢fc. and their do&rines are
‘more fuitable to corruptedsnature, and carnal intercft, and the-
people are more engaged by worldly obligations to their ways *
And yet we are fo confident of the Power of Truth,that [ would.
this Propofal were accepred. The Bible it felf without 30¥
Preachers , would fhrewdly fhake the Kipgdom of the Pope,
where men have liberty to nfeir. _

2. The limitations of this Liberty are, 1. That one party have
no mote of it thenthe other, 2. Thatit extend netto allow a

- " - difturbance
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dilturbanee of Minifters and Charches in Gods Worfhip,nor any
uapeaceable tymultuary proceedings. 3. That no Party be tolera-

under this pretence,to teach any thing againft the Effentials
or Neceflary points that we are agrred on, nor any thing that is
‘againft the peace of the Common- wealth, or lives, or diguities of
the Governors thereof, :

Two parties among our felves will diflike this propofal,
1. Some will fay, If Liberty be defirable, why may not we grant

3 in England, though Spain, Ltaly,ec. willnot ? e
Anfw. This Liberty is not Defirable for it felf, butas a means
to that end which is fo Defirable. And thereforeitis no further
defirable thea it tendeth to that end. And a partial Toleration of
them, that tolerate not us, is fo far from being fuch a mgans , s
that itis the next way to deliroy the -end that we defire | it will
but put our necks under their feet, and open our bofoms to their
Swords, and fo make our defired Peace impoflible. No friend of
- the Gofpel and Reformed Churches will profecute :bbat motion.
2+ Orthers will fay, It s unlawful to grant [uch a Liberty to Pa-
pihs, bicaufe s 5 ol b sl vt e 2o Lo
latry which they will exercife 5 and we muft not do evill thar good
may comeby it ; RS s
Aufw. Wemay donoevill, but we may omit that which ar
another time is a doty,in a feafon when it isno duty. To punith
fach offenders isa pofitive duty, which atall times is not aduty,

but unfeafonably performed is 2 fin. Fora Magiftrate therefore -

to punifh fuch offenders, whenitapparently tendeth to hinder
the progrefs of the Gofpel,and overthrow the peace and fafety of
the Chriftian State, is not a Daty, buta fin, Wouldany of thefe
Objedors be againft a Magiltrates releafing of a Jefuite out of
Prifon,in exchange for 8 faithful Minifter of the Gofpe!,efpmglly
of many ; agprifonersare commenly exchanged in war Ifnt?et;
why fhould they be againft the releafing of fuch a man to high
ends_even to fave mens fonls 2 To give Libersyis but fo Permit,.
ot mar 10 Hinder, or not to Punifh: and therefores .but ghe Aot~
dsing of a work when ic is unfeafonable (as Sacrifice is when.

God requireth Mercy.) And hethatmay Permit , OF forbear to

punifb, mayon a juft realon promife [ot0 do. So that this is but
forbearing the punithing of Papills , when we cannot punifh
them withont the exceeding hurt of the Church, and wrong 0
many thoufand fouls. Bbbs put
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'ty to them, that will give none to us,

ButI know I fpeak all this in vain , for the Pope will never
confent that Proteftants fhall fow their feed at Rome left it quick-
ly wanealthim. Butin the mean time let che Papifts here con-
fefsif they be reafonable, that we have no reafon to give Liber-

. £ or Bpon unequal terms.
If they claim a fpecial Title to it, as having the jufter caufe, we
defire no more then a fair tryall of that, and let them that have
the julter caufe take all, : ‘

3. Another particular that thould here be agreed on is this,
{ whether the former be confented to or not ;) That on berh
fideswherethe Teachers have any Toleration or forbearance , they
may be forced by the Magiftrate to teach the Ignorant people that
adhere t'gstbem‘ the grear Articles of the Chriftian faith ( both
words and fenfe ) Which we are all agreedin. Which was Bi-
thop Ufbers motion to the Papift Priefts in Ireland. For faith
he, among the Papilts the people are [uffered toperifp for want of
knowledge ; the vulgar fuperftitions of Popery not doing them half
that bart, that the ignorance of thofe common principles of faith
doth, which all trae Chriftians are bound te learn)( Serm.ar Wan-
fted, page 33. ) :

4. Another neceffary particular to be agreed on is | that
wenfe nit bitter invellives againfbeach other | nir uncharitable
contendings, efpecially inthe earsof the sgnorant people that have
not yet learned the common truths which we agreein: but that onr
Debares be managed only in fuch Affemblies as are capable of
them, and in 4 fober Chyiflian way. :

S- Another is , thar fuch Magiftrates that will yot grant To-

Aeration,may yet on both fides avoid craclties, and inflict no more pe=

nalties for matters of meer Religions worfbip, then meceffiry [hall
vequire: and that herein they may agree upon fome equality inthe
Jfeveral Nations.  And inthislet Spain, Italy, Anftria, and the
reft, for fhame confent, to be as moderate as the Turk, andto
fhut up the doors of their bloody Inquiition.

6. Let us all agreeto remounce all Treachery and anfaithfulnefs
againft the Soveraign Powers, and all feditions difturbances of the
Peaceof Common-wealths.

7. Let thofeafford us the common Love of men | that think
not capable of the fpecial Love of Chriffians : and fo ler usLove
our Neighboursas our felves , and ftudy to do good, Ngi

n
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?r)ltéh::; tt;;e(rme another , and give over plotting to undermine
A and deftroy one anothers civil intereft, and get -
wonlddg{ ours under onr feer. This much well pra&iced ,

0 Omethmg tothe peace of the Chriftian world. ‘

Cuav. LY:

T HE loweft Degree,that none but incarnate Devils onc
would chink fhould refittis this ; tha if we will needs live
s enemies, yer we ma) remember 1hat we baveall grearer enemses
and. therefare les s give over omr WAars, and let every Nats-
on be guictly governed by their ows Laws and Sovtraigns, andlet
#1 all join together again(t the common enemies of (hrift.. e
We cannot but know thar much of Chrifts intereft lyeth in
our hands, and thatif eicher party were devoured by the Turk,
it would be-a heavy blow to the Chriftian caufe * If God ’
fhould fuffer that proud enemy to come and make a third ;
among us, to end our quarrels, we muft juftifie him in his : |
judgements ; and mufk to our perpetual fhame confefs that by |
our proud and paffionate contendings, and unpeaceblenefs, : 1
and felf-fecking, we did betray the: Chriftian caufe. O
wonderfull {tupidicy and impiety of great men, and Learned
men , profefling fo much zeal for God, that they can’ nomore ;
agree, nor bear in Love and Compafiion with each other, ner- |
ceafe their wars, when a raging potent enemy ftands over them,
ready todevour them both. Let the Venetians take the honour,
and we the fhame : How ever their own Intereft may engage
:f;‘:?' ,13,’;‘ materially their - wars are more honourable then-
fubied ¢ Pope; is eager for a General Peace among his
ubjects,that they may be firenghthened to devour us : But it
'lWere A8 hong[’cer defign , that would give him more comfort at
, t‘;‘:, to tr;)edxatc a Peace 2among all Chriltians, that in thisat lealt
e be one, to oppofe the Turk, and refcue the Heritage:
A ;‘lz)whll::l be hath opprefled. ‘
nd O what a bleffed thin 't'w ifthe Jefui
and Proteftants eould but ag‘reg : o eir(ﬁ-n; tlog:b]e:f?g: sthryar& A
verfion of the poor Indians, And either e Lo
feveral Countries., without fecki o penputliipatie Qmegh:
- » Without fecking the defiruction there of one
- another s
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another ; yea andafford eacl otherhelp : that thz Englith,Hol-
landers, and others might fend Preachers as well as Merchants
intothe Indies ; and we might there contribute our endeavours
to propagate the'Golpel, thoughin our different wayes, not
eavying, hating and hindering each other : but remembring we
all confefls one Chrift, though not one Vice-chrift.

Conclufion.

> IH@V& caft out thefe Propofals meerly tdacquaint the peaceable

Chriftian , what hefhould defire, that theframe of his heart
may berightbefore God : andnot withany expe@ation that
thev fhould be fo regarded asto procure what they driveat. I
am not {o weak, or ignorant of the inconfiderablenels of the Pro-
pofer, or of'the felfifhnefs and ungodlinefs of the world. But yet

" IT'maylawfully take the comfort of themoft uneffetual defires

‘and endeavoursthat are honeft. :
~ And forthofe that would have us Reconciled upon the Grots- -
awterms , or upon the French Foundation of a General Coun:

cil, ‘and would have ‘all forced, as our Bifhops attempted t0

‘come over to theirway , and deny Liberty to the reft, that can®

not thus clofe with chem;and all that think that the Church muft

bave fome Vifible Head or Soveraign to unitein, I fhall ﬂ}ew
them their errour ina diftin& Difputation, whichl'am publith-
ing next to this, asafupplement : and therein I fhall give ‘them
fach further Propofalsfor a juft Reconciliation , as men that are
‘Studious of Peace may profecute, with hope of fome fuccefs.
Andbecaufe I have lately met with a Paper called [ 47 E%-
planation of the Roman Catholick Belief,] &c. which pretend-
eth tomuch moderation, in divers points ; ¥ purpofe next to €0~
quire, ‘whether it mean as it pretends , thatifitdo,we maygive
‘itwelcome ; if not, wemay Dete® its Fraud : ForasI {hounld
‘much rejoiceto hear of fo much amendment of the Roman Be-
lief,which I-thought had been fuppofed by themfelves to bein-
corrigible, So Imuft confefs that I am fo much for plain and ope™
dealing, chat T think it my duty to help to bring their worksint0
theLighe, and try how they agreewith the Truth -and among
themfelves ; chat men may judge of them as they are.
e E ATl ESE
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PROVING

Thatthe Catholick Church
1s nota Political Body Headed by
any Earthly Soveraign , norany
fuch Unity to be Defired or en- =

_ deavoured,by any that would not i
Blafpheme, Divide and Deftroy 5 !
“under the pretence of Unity.
S M sPECIALLY
Directed againft the Soveraignty
(-and Necelsity too ) of General Coucnils :
to the followers of Gretius ¢ and others of that

Patty, that at leaft would give them a Part in the
: Soveraignty with the Pope.

3

And propounding the truc'grounds and
means of the Churches Unity and Peace.-

BY Rich. Baxter.

LONDO N,

Printed by Robert whise, for Newil Simmons, Book-
fgller In Kederminfter, AnnoDom. 1659,




