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Queft. Whether the way to heal any
Divifions in the Churches of Chrift be by

drawing them all into One Univerfal Vifi-

ble Political Body, under One Univerfal

Vifible Head or Gox exnment ? Or Whe-
ther the Catholick Church be a Body fo
United and Governed 2 Neg. e
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'C‘I'VIAPGIG AV oy e ; :

Sbewin‘é the Occafion and Reafons of this Writing, efpeci-
. ally as from the Grotians 5 which are Vindicated from
the frivolous exceptions of Mr. Tho. Prerce.

, HAVE alreadyinthe firft Pare of this Book
( and formerly in another ) difproved the
Popes Univerfal Headfhip,and anfwered what
el Bellarmine, Boverins, and fome others fay for
e o203  the maintaining of it : And itis a work already
iRy dobefo fully by Chamier \Whitaker,and many
Others but moft triumphantly and copioufly by David Blondell
02 French Treatsfe in Foliode primatnin E¢clefiaagainft Car-
*Crca : dinal

%




380 4 Key for Catholicks.

dinal Perron, that I need no
) not, and therefore in j
it:;:ec:dhere upon that fubje®. But this Dirpu:algi;ng e ‘Sy
intend, 1. For the fubverting of s e
Sibet, I ubverting of the Foundation of Popery,which
b ppofition , that the Vifible Catholick Church % d
¢ umired in [ome Hu ; MEEBI e
g mane Vifible Head. 2. To confute the Opi-
takea G, e moderate fort of French Papifts and Grosians, that
: e He:;mm_l (enncilto bethe Legiflative Head , and the Judi-
) : Laors oF C‘(’)Vslle.lthcy arein Bei.ng , and the Pop’e ruling by the
/ e f n;x s,t0 be the ordinary Judicial Head. 3. To de-
e oreb pe; ons from a dangerons Temptation, that by Gro-
e i lsh ollowers herein Exgland are drawninto a conceit
wefs thAE:ltl olick Churchis fuch a Body 2s we here deny and
aorben e ¢ unity that the Scripture fo commendeth to us can-
Hishpise: 8t:n_ed Wlthout_anuniverfal Vifible Head: which Temp-
s theirs is much increafed by obferviog the differences ©
= p 19ns inthe world ; which every good man doth lament ,
we do all the fins and frailties that on earth accompany
u; 1? ige ftate of imperfe@ion. AsIblame not thofe that defir€
perfe Knowledge, or Holinefs ; but blame them that promife
1't to the Church onEarth , when it is the prerogative of Hea*
Y ben ; and much more fhould blame him that would fay we fhall
' e perfe@ly Wife and Holy if we will but be of this Opinion,
that the Church hath an Infallible Humame Head ; even fo I
g’?m'}°§ them that defire perfe® Concord ( the ,Confcquem :
venp'erBe IIinowledge and Holinefs ; ) for this is to defire Hea-
/ by ut I blame them that promife us this Heaven on Barth;
Bclit' thmuch more that tell us we fhall have it if we will but
willezg td ata Pope or Council is the Univerfal Head ; and fo
i the Church on Earth, becaufe it hath not attain-
ed that Celeftial perfe@ion, which they bave fancied that
_ it may and fhould ateain. o
Concerning Gretiss his opinion, defign and deavours
to rednce the Churches to Popery, unger the pgrrceraetnceeno{ a Con-
ciliation, I have lately by the Invitation of Mr. Thomas Pierct
: given in my Evidence (I think beyond all further queftion
: Xut of hisown writings,in his frequent and exprefs affertions.
- ;gc.-’?wet-m hisDialyfis and his Apologet.and other writings hath
ufficiently confuted him. The miftakes of many in theif judg-
a5

ing of Gratius, are caufed by their fuppofition,that the man wh
i the
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:’;ig“‘.‘e 1 his ficft Conciliatory enterprifes, and in his Jaft,
s EE oft profeffeth his mutations himfelf, and
e :Pf- he was to diflike chat which he had but lately thought
3 aid : At firft he thought but of Reconciling the Proteftants
t‘:‘(’ﬂg Fhemfclves . Bat afterwards his defign was to Reconcile
them Wlth‘the Papifts , and that by drawing them allto be Pa- o
pilts, thatis, to unite in the Pope of Rome as the Univerfal Go~ .
vernour,ruiing according to Canons and Decrees ; and this he ' :
thought was the only way to the union of the Churches, ¢ :

The Truth of this, and the Mifchiefs of the Enterprife, muft :
be apprehended by him that will underftand my endeavours : :
in cthis difpute, and efcape the fnare thats. faid for their perverfis -
on. And for the Trath of ir, Irefer youto my forefaid wri-
ting of the Grorian Religion. Since which it pleafed Mr. Pierce
to publifh a fheet containing ( not any thing that hath the leaft

pw ; ing ‘
aptitude to perfwade a rational man that Grotiani{m is not Po-

: %ery but ) fome Reafons why he doth not, at leaft, as yet per- 3 \
0 -4
|

ron'the windication, with a General profeffion how eafily he
cando it , and make me a Winding fheet, at lealt as futable as
that which I made for Popery ( which when he hath confuted,,
I thall better know his mind and ftrength ) This with two or
three frivolons Exceptions, and many {welling words of Vanity,
wich certain Squibs and empty jeers,according tothe manner of
the man, is the matter of his Advertifement.Nothing could have !
been eaficr for him then to fay [ or almoft tofay,that I am very i
1

Liable, in every line | and chat his advantages are 10 many,and
that | am 4» advocate for the crimfon fins of others,and ar enco-
miaft of my own. Nothing more vain then his oftentation of
the mild dilcharge of his Cenforfhip , and his fenflefs intimation
that I take the Pirtwes of Epifcopal Divines, for glistering [ins;
when he never had a word from mie of fuch a fence or tendency..
(But Grotians will now be but Epifcopal Divinesand their glitre-
ring fins,muft be cheir Virtues.)Becaufe I had acknowledged how
civilly he deale with me ( no doubt on afuppoficion that Twas
neerer his conceits then thofe that he had fo copioufly reproach-
ed,) hetakesic as an acknowledgement of his moderation, as if
it were the proof of a mans moderation, thathe can give acivil
word to any,and a while refrain abufing one, while he is.abufing.
many, [am thankfullto him that fpits in moft mens faces, that
. = LCC 5 Le
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he fpeaks to, that he fpitteth not in mine ; when I give a civil
man no fuch thanks. 'WhenI commend a man for not belying
me , ‘reproaching me, or otherwife abufing me, as he doth
others, [ fhould fofpec he would takeit for adifpraife : For I
f.lfe not to thank good men for doing me no mifchief. His vala-
’ ing the fec“fk_}’ of hisown eftate shove Davids or Peters ( that
£ had fuch fpecial Teftimonies of their Holinefs, and Promifes
from God, before theirs falls, ) and his defending his Malignant
fins as vertues, his venemous reproaches of Puritans and Presby-
terlaqs as Proteftants frightned out of their wits, men of fedition
and violence, and a bloody Generation, with abundance of the
like , and then telling us that he meant no Puricans but fuch (as
if one fhould fay, the Arminians srea perfidious bloody Gene-
ration ; and thenfay, Its well known that he meant no Armini-
ans but fuch, ) thefe and fuch like paflages thew the quality of
the man and his Advertifement., He chat durft openly and fre-
quently charge his adverfaries with flanders , and yet tell
the world , that I [ pretesd thas the difference between him
and his Antagowifts ismeerly Verball] (becanfe I faid | rhar Moff
of onr contentsons about thofe points are more about words then mat=
zer.and that [uch eager men as he and his Antagonsfp,do make theni-
: Jelves and others believe that we differ much more abont them then
% B we do. ] Ts thisequipollentto { a4 difference meerly verball? )
E this manits like dare do the fame by others, ‘
Butitisthe bufinels of Grotins npon which Iam to meddle
with him. And firlt he faich[ thar on the fame Reafons as 1 conclude
hima Papifi, I muft conclude bim a Protefant , unlefs 1 think,
as hardly of the Auguftine Confeffion as of the (Conncil of Trent. ]
Anfw. I hall yieldit, when you have proved [ thar a Prote-
Jtant is one that holdeth to the Conncil of Trent,andrhe New Creed
by PopePius, made long after the Auguftine Confeffion, and that
2he Common Government sn which allthe Catholick Church muft
wnite, isthe Univerfal Headfbip of the Pope, governing accorde
> ing 10 the Canons and Decrees, and that the Auguitine Confeffion
. 15 fo 20 be expounded ( by fair means or foul ) as foall be
agreeable to, or confiftent with all this. ] We ufe not to call fuch
menas thefe Proteftants, but Papiits, butifthis be your meaning
when you callyour felf a Proteftant, you fhould have told us
fooner.if you defire to be known. : He

o
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_ Hefaith ( the proof of whichwe wait for ) that I [ miffake
At once the whole drift of Grotius bss excellent Difcuflio Apol. and
that 1 tyanflate nar his Latine into Englifh, or lamely, ¢c. )
“nfw.1. Nothing more eafie, then to tell me I miftake ! Are
not his words plain enough,and frequent enough to opento us fo
much of his mind asI have charged him with? Let the Readers
of his words recited by me, be the Judges : ( For him that will
ggheve you, either to fave him the labonr of reading, or againft

15 eye fight, he is not one of them that I write for ; but

fhall have Liberty for me to be deceived. ) 2.That[ tran{-

lated not the words of Grotirs, was purpofely done,foredeeming
that fuchmen as you would have faid they were miftranflated,
and chat chey were not his own but mine: 1am fare now that I
gve you but his own : And if you think him wronged if the Ea-
glifh Reader know him not, by a Tranflation, I pray you tranf-
late the words your felf; for I fuppofe you will leaft quarrel
with your own. But to pleafure yousI will Tranflate (as well
asI can ) the paffage which you choofeout to defend,and a few

mote. Difcn|. Apol. pag. 255 [ Zhoféshar knew Grotius know
shat be alwayes wifbed for the reftitution of Chriftians into One and
the [amebody : But he [ometime thonght, even after he was knows:

tothe moft Illnftrions Vaitius, thatst might be begun bya Con-
junttion of the Proreftants among themfelves : Afterwards he faw
that this was altogerher unfeafible;becanfe,befides that the genius of
almoft allthe Calviniftsis moft alien from all peace , the Prote-
fants are not joyned among them[elves by any Common Government
‘of the Church ; which are the canfes that the parties made cannot’

be garheredinto oue Body of Proteffants , yea and that miore and

mare partics ave readyto rife ont of thems. Wherefore Grotius sow’

abfolutely judgeth, and many with him, that the Proteftants can-
a0 be joined among themfelves s unlefs at once they be joined to thems
that gobere tothe Seaof Rome : without which there can #o vom-
mon Government be hoped for inthe Church. T herefore be wifbeth
that the divalfion which fell out, andthe canfes of that d;vulﬁ.m
may be taken away. The Primacy of the Bifbop of Rome accor-
ding to the Canons is none of thefe, as Melancheon confeffeth. | |

think this is the Englith of Grorins words ( beit {poken with a

. Salve to the preheminenceof Mr. Pigrces Tranflating faculty. )

But herelie hath a quarrel, and- that fo momentous; asto be

h!v"
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his grand, if not only inftance of my mifdealing ; and fo hehath
written enough againf? the Contagion of my Volume! A happy
?engratgon ! that can make what they will true or falfe by af-
derting it,and can give themfe|ves the vidory at their pleafureby
triumphing , and by wiping their mouths, can make themfelves
1nnocent ! and by faying any thing,or {uch a nothing as this,can
prove Popery to be the Proteltant Religion, and make many
Worthipful Gentlemen of their mind , that were of their mind
before they knew it, implicitely believing in them, and in their
Church.Well:but what is my mifcarriagep Why [ the latcr part of
hefe wor 51!, which are the chief,, Mr. Baxcer takes no notsce of 5
the Englifl accomms which be renders of them. | Anfw.1.He
fgppo(ed that you and all char he wrote this for underftood La=
tine, thoughin Anfwer tosn Englith Cavill, hewrote his Dif-
courfein Englith. Andhe that Tranflated none of the fen-
tence, thoughe it no injury | to give account in Englifh but of
part. 2. But open youreyes, and look furcher into his words,
and fee whether you wrong fim not , by leaving out the reft
of his account, as much as he wronged Grotius : And look into
your own advertifement, and fee whether you recited not Gre-
#i4s his words your felf wichout a Tranflation, committing the
fame error which you reprehend, while you do reprehend it.
But faith the Epifcopal Divine, ( for fo he will needs be called )
LHess deeply filent as to the canfes of the breach which Grotius
did wifh might be taken away , and which be charged the Pa-
Pifts with. | Anfw.1.WasI deeply filent that Grorins would have
the caufes taken away ? What! When I recite his very words ?
Or was I deeply filent of the particular caufes? Do you mean
Here, ot Throaghont ? If Here, {01 was deeply filent of ten thou-
fand things more, which either it concerned me not to {peak,or
I had not the faculty of exprefling in one fentence. Ifyon
mean 7 hro#ghont , youread without your eyes,or wrote eicher
with a defe®ive Memory or Honefty. Read again,and you
fhall find that I recite the caufes. 3. But did [ notall thatmy
task required , by reciting the Negation of thecaufes [ It w#
not faith Grorins, the Primacy of the Bifbop of Rome accordingt®
the Canons 2| And I fhewed you partly, and the Canons fhew
you fully , that that Primacy is the Univerfall Headfhip, whic :
Proteftants ( I mean not Reman, Grotian Proteftants) have ;‘r’:d
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ufed to call Popery. Bue faith Mr. P. Grotius chargeth the
Papift swithit. | Aufw.1. True ! but the Proteftants much more,
s making many more faults by their withdrawing from Rome
thenthey mended, 2.And he chargeth not that which we have °
called Popery wich it, though he charge the Papiffs with ir. Thae
Jome finsof the Papilts did occafion it, he confeffeth, and all the
Papifts thatever I fpoke with of ic do confefs. Butl am refer-
red forthefe caufes charged on the Papifis, to Groz. Potam
Pag. 7, 8. and thither 1’ie follow Mr. 2. that I may know
bow much be chargeth en the Papifts bimfelf. And there I find
that the things that Grotiuns found faulty in the Papifts, were but
thefecwo. 1. Thatto the true and ancient doctrine, many
quirks of the Schoolmen that were better skii’din A-ifforle then
the Scriptures, were introduced, out of aliberty of difputing,
not out of the Auchority of Univerfal Councils, And the Opi-
nions {tablifht in the Church were lefs fitly explicated. 2. That
Pride and Covetoufnefs, and mapners of il example prevailed
among the Prelates, &c. Andreally did you think that heis
no Papift that is but againft the Schoolmens Opinions, and
the Prelates Pride, Covetoufnefs , and Idlenefs ? and hold-
eth all that they call the Decrees of General Councils? Hath
not the Council at Lateran and Florence decreed that the
Pope. is above a General Council ? and the Council at
Lateran decreed that Princesare to be depofed , and their
Subjects abfolved from their fidelity 5 if they exterminate
not Hereticks ( fuch as Protetants ) out of their Dominia
ens ? Ishe no Papift that holds all that isin the Council of
Trent , if he be againlt fome School-points not determined ,
and againft the Prelates Pride? Well Sir, I underftand you bet~
ter then1 did: And chough you thought meer ( that your
wordsmight be conform to one another, and not to trath )
to fay thatl called you Arminian and Pelagian, I purpole ( if
Ihaddonefo) to call you an Arminian no more: Butl befeech
youcry not out of perfecution tillthe men of your mind will
give us leave to be Re@ors of Churchesin their Dominions, as
you and others of your mind areallowed to bein thefe. And
~demand not of Mr. Hickman the bread he eats, nor the money
be receives, as if it were yours, tﬂ‘liwe can have licenfeto be
: Ddd ; i
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maintained ReGors , oratleaft to efca i r
e ; cape the Strappado in you
But1 promifed you fome more of Groriusin Englith to flop:
your mouth, (or open it whether you fee caufe
baveit. Difenf pag. 14. [ Grotius diffinguifberh berween the
Opinions of Schoolmen. which oblige np man ( for ; fairh Melchi
or Canus, our Schosl alloweth us great liberty ) andthercfore
conld give o juft caufe of departing (as the Proteftancs did; )
and betwees thefe thingsthat ave defined by Conncils, evenby that
read with a mind pro-

be explained fitly and

of Trent: The oqs of which

if any man
penfe topeace, he will find thas t/)e]}md]

:) and you fhall

agreeably to the places of the holy Scripiures, ani of the ancient
Dottors, that are putin the Margin.  Andif befides this, by the
care of Bifbops and Kings, thofe things be taken avoaywhich con
traditt that boly doftrine , and were brought in by evil man-
mers, andnot by aathority of Comncils, or ‘01d Tradition, then
Grotius, and many more with him will have that with which they
may be content. ] Thisis Grotins in Englifh.Reader,is it not plain
Englifh? Darit thou or I have been {o uncharitable as to have
faid without hisown confent , that Mr. Pierce would have
defended this Religion, and that we have Re&ors in Eng-
land of this Religion? and that thofe that call themfelves Epif-
copsl Divines , and feduce unftudied partial Gentlemenr, are
crep: into this garb, and in this do a& cheir parts fo happily ?
If words do fignifie any thing, it here appears, that Grosias
his Religion is that which is contained in the Council of Z7ent:
withall thereft, and the reformation which will content him {5
only againft undetermined School- Opinions,and ill manoers that
Crofs the do&rines of the Councils. 1’le do the Papifts fo much
right astofay I never met witha man ofthem thar would not
fay as much: Efpecially taking in all Old Tradition with all tbe
Councils ( how much together by the ears, now matters 1ot )

as Grotius doth.

Yer more, Difcnf. p. 185. He profefeth that he will fo inter=
pret Scripture | God favonring him, and pions men being confwlt
ed, that be crofs nst the Rule delivered botk by bimfelf, and¥) the

@Conncilof Trent, ¢c. |

Pag.239. The Auguftine Confe/fion compadioﬂm:exP[‘i”f44-
kath [tarce any thing which msay not be yeconciled wish thefe Op=

Bond:
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wions Which are received with the Catholicks, by Anthority of
Antignity and of Synods, asmay be known ont of Caffander and
Hofmeilter. And there are among the fefwites alfo thar think,
not otherwife.’) A

Pag. 71. Hetels us that ke Charches that join with Rome
have not enly the Scriptures, but the Opiniom.explamed in the
Councils | and the Popes Decrees againft Pelagius , &c. '[ They
bave alfo received the Egregions Conftitutions of Conncils a.nd
Fathers | in which there is abundantly emongh for the correition

of wices: but allnfe them not as they onghe. They bye for the

i1 in Papers, as 4 Sword in the Scabbard.  And
:géﬁ'ﬁ:;jarl the leqfer: of picty and peace wonld have correted.)
And gives us Borromaus for a prefident.

Pag. 48. [ Thefe are the things , which thanks be to God the
Cathalicks do not thus believe ; though many that call themfelves
Carholicks folive as if they did believe them = but Proteftants ( [o
lie ) by forceof their Opinions , and Catbolicks bythe decay of
Difcipline.’} e :

Pag. 95. what was lng ago the judgement of the (hurch of
Rome, the Miftrisof others, we may beft know by the Epiftles of
the Roman Bifbops te the Africans and French, towhich Groti-
< us will [ubfcribe with amoft willing mind | Romeyou feeis the
Miftrisof ether Churches.

Pag 7. [ They accnfe the Bullof Pius Quintus , that it hath

"Articles befides thofe of the Creed. But the Synedof Dort bath

more. — But thofeinthe Bull are new, as Dr.Rivet will have it.
But very many learncd men think, otherwife , that they are not
new, if they be vightly anderfloods and that this appearcth by
the places both of boly Scriptwre , andof fuch ashave ever been
of great anthority inthe Church, which are citedin the Margin
ofthe Canons of Trent. =
Pag.35.[ And thisis it which theSynodafTrent[aith,tbnt inthat
Sacrament JefusChrif} true God rtruly manis really & [ubftan-
t’t.tilly conteined under the form of thofe [enfible things, yer not accor-
ding to the vatavall manner of exiffing bat Sacramentally end by
that way of exifting | which though we cannot exprels in words,
yet may weby cogitation illufrated by faith be cert<in that to
God it 45 poffible | And the Council hath found words to
€xprefsic | that theress made a change of the whole [ubftance of
: : ' d 2 the

o
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the bread into the Body, and the whole [Bbftunce of Wine into the

Blood, which conver fion the Catholick Church calleth Tranfub-

flantiation,

. P8 79. [Whenthe Synod of Trent fuith, that the Sacrament

is tabe adored with Divine werfbip, it intends po more but that
" the Sonof God himfelf is 1obe adored ] |
\ . He add no more bur thar which “rells you who is a Papilt
Z with the Grorians, and who is none. Pag.15. [/n that Epifile
Grotius by Papifts meant thofe that without any difference do ap-
prove of all the [ayings and doings of Popes , for honer or lncre
Jake, asis ufual.’] : .

 1bid. Herellsus that by Pap fis, he meanerh not them [T hat;
faving the right of Kings and Bifhops, do give to the Pape or
Bifhop of Rome, thas Primacy which ancient cuftom and Canons,
and the Editls of ancient Emperors and, Kings affign thems. which
. Primacy is nor fo much the Bifbops., as the wery Roman
3 Charches, preferred before allosher by common confent (I's well
it bath fomntable a fonndation ) /o Liberius the Biflop.
being [o lapfed that he was dead to the Church , the Church of
- Rzme brems'ned its right, and definded the canfe of the Univer[ak
E Chnrch. 5
Thia gnd much more I had given the Reader before in Lax
tine, but becaufe Mr. Pserce thinks,that I wrong Grotin if you. - .
have it not in Englifb, I have born fo much refpe to his words,

] - _and o the Reader, as to remoye the wrong, and thus far to fatils
" fie his defire. : e

Having told you fome of the Occafion of this writing, &

k © fhalladd fomewhat of the Reafons of it ; but the lefs, becaufel

have given you fo much of them already in my forefaid Difcoves
ry of the Gretian Religion. .

1. My principal Reafon is that before expreffed, that Po-
pery may be pulled up by the very roots : For Iralians,
French, and all buildon this, that the Church muft have on¢
viible Head. X : i

2. That T might take in thofe parties of the Papifts , that L'
have paft by or faid les to in the former Part of the Book..

3. Becaule I fee wharlnfluence the conceic that 1 difpute
againlt hath on the minds of many well-meaning lefs judicious
people.

4 Becaufe-
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Grj;} thcaufe 1 perceive in part what influence the defign of
; # Dad npon Exgland, in the changes that were the occafion
;’;“”ate wars . He faith himfelf Difeaff. pag. 16. [ That the
#00rs of Grotius for the Peace of the Church were not difpleafing
10many equal men, many kpow at Paris, and masny in all France,
manyin Poland and Germany, and nst a few in England, thae
are placid and lovers of peace: For as for the now-vaging Brown=
ifts, and others like them : With whom Dr. Rivet better agreeth
then with the Bifbops of England, who cas defire to pleafe vhem thae
% not touched with their venom 7] Sothat he bad Epifcopal Fa-
* Qors herein England. And whereas fome rell me, that Gre-
tins was no Papift, becaufe he profeffed bis high efteem of the
Church of England, and fay they, had Church-preferment here
offered him, and thought to have acceptedit. Ianfwer 1. Ei-
ther it was Grotius in the firft Editionor the Church of England
in the fecond Edition then in the Prefs, that this muft be fpoken
of.if true. 2. Was not Francifcus a Santta Clara, (fll the
acens ghoftly Facher ) a Papift, for all he reconciled the Do-
&rine of the Church of England to that of Rome ? Grotius and
he did plainly manage the fame defign. 3. Mr. Pierce affures
you by his Defence , that Groriug hath fill his followers in
England of the party that hecalled the Church of England :
And is itany more proof that Gretius was a Proteftant for
Joyning with them, then that they are Papifts that joyn with
him? Isoot his Do@rine here given you in his Exglifhed words
Do youdoubt whether the Council of Trent were Papifts? This
makes me remember the words of the late King to the Marquefs
Of worcefter : when the Marbuefs came into the room to an ap-
Pgmred conference sbout religion with him & leaned onD.Bay-
3 sarm ,.rbe told the King that he came learing on a Do&or of
V;;e(:tz?l.fgmcxh : and the Kingreplyed, My Lord, I know not
s rOU d think the better of you, for the Do&ors fake,
Ao = g’or ¢ ofthe Do&or for your fake ] (or to this purpofe)
. .{l}n g;d the Dedtor quickly thew’d, by profefling himfclfa
f apiit,whatan Epifcopal Divioe he was : And I think we have ag
A gdvantage to refolve us, whether to think the beter of
Grotins for the Church of Englands {ike, or the worfe of thofe

that be called the Church of England, and that were of bis mind
i

for Gratius (ake.

Ddds: T
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~In alate Treatile D: Axtigna Ecclefie Brittanica libertate
Diatribe, writtenby I. B. a Divine of the Chureh of England,
and printedat Brages, 1656 Pag- 34,35. Thef. 4.1tis avers
ved [ That fince the ancient liberty of the Britify Church was
é] the confent of the whole Kingdom vefumed, remaining Catho-
lick in all other things, it may retain that Liberty withous lofing
sts Catholicifm , and withont any note of Schifm or Herefie |
This Liberty then wasthe Reformation. And this be fairh was
maintained by Barnes, a Papiff and Benedictine Monk.and Prieft
ina M.S. entitnled Catholico-Romanus Pacificus, . 3. a#d that
for this (sber work of his the Peaceable Monk., thongh of an-
blamed life, and wnfported fame, wasfnatch ont of the widf} of
Paris, and ftript of bis babit, and bound on a Horfe-back_ like a
Calf, and violently carryed imto Flanders, and fo 1o Rome, and
y fo to the Inquifiion, and thew pus among the Bedlams, where
he dyed 5 and not contented with bis death , they defamed bim to
‘have dyed mad| Though Rome give Peace no better entertain-
ment , the Learned Author thinks that France will ; and there-
fore adds concerning the French Church, [Quicum wipgiceins
optanda foret etiamnum vetreris redintegratio concordia, quam con=
g fat plus mille ab binc annis amiciffime interceffiffeinter Etcle-
: fiam utramd, Gallicanam & Brittanicam, etiam t#m com Ee-
clefia Brittanica non commanicabat cum Romana~, & cerie f
utraq; pars abfy; prejudicio, [efe muswo intelligeret , & pars
extrema de rigore [uo vellet remittere, ea Brittanica Ecclefie com
Gallicana concenfio mon forer adeo improbabilis, arq; prima frone
videtur Ecclefiam utramq; vel alterntram ignorantibus. ] 1 ad
this but to fhew the Judgement of thofe on whom the judgement
of Grotius had any influence, for a Communion with the
French, asif welitcle differed from them. Still profefling that
I would run with the forwardelt to meet them upon tolerable
terms : And that the remembrance of the moderation, wifdom,
: chirity of the Caffandrian party in France (that refifted the
§ violence of the rett long in vain, and lamented the maflacres,
and were opprefled by them) is very grateful to my thoughts,
and che names of many of them very honorable in my efteem.
And it grieves me that Gretins called by Mr. Pierce 8 prote-
{tant, fhould {o farou:-go them in Popery, whom the fame 120

: > S
confeflech to bave been Papifts. He goes much fyrcher then
' Caffander : ~

TR
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Caffander : Much further then Thuanns , that fo plainly and

troly openeth sbundance of the Popifh evills that Groriss pa-
tronizeth ; and fo long and fuccefsfully did his part to keep out
of France the Authority of the Council of Trent; which was
part of Grorius bis Religion. And how far he went beyond thae
excellent man Michael Hofpitalins , the Head of that party (o’
much commended by Beza aswell as by Thuanns) and Foxinsy
and others, is eafie to manifeft. : ; =

5. And Iam the more provoked alfo to perform this task, be-
caufe I fee by many more as well as Mr. P. that the c_ifﬁgn is.
Qill on foor : and thar the Papifts that are got fo ftrong 10 Eng-
Iand, under the mask of the Pani, the Seekers, the Infidels, the
Onakers, the Bebmenifts, and many other Sects, have fo much
addition to their firength by Grosians that go under the mask of
[ Epifeopal Divines.] Which yet I fhould the lefs be troubled ar,
if France;Savoy, England, Holland, Poland, Bohemia, and all
pares where they prevail, did not acquaint us by bloody , tor-
menting, thundering,flaming evidence,how they ufe their power:
where they dare. ;

6. And it moveth me muchalfo to confider the confeguence
of the pointin hand. Itisnota meer fpeculation,, buta point
fo pra@ical, that the right decifion and underftanding of it , is;
as much as the Peace of millions of fouls, yea of all the Churchee
and Common-wealchsin Chriftendom is  worth, All that have
~ sny thing of the love of God alive within them, are fomewhat
fenfible of the finfulnels and mifery contained in the divifions:
and difcord of Believers ; and therefore they muft needs be fo-
licitous for the Cure, and lay out themfelves and all they have:
or can do to accomplithit, if they knew the way. And the:
more zealous any man is for Peace, the more refolately will he

carry on his work, and bear down all oppofition that would:

hinder him in that which he thinks the way of Peace.. And
when perfons thus difpofed by hamanity and grace, fhall be
quite miltaken inthe very thingthey feek , even in che Nacare:
of the Churches unity and peace, they will think themfelves:

bound with all their z¢al and diligence, to endeavour the doing:
of an evill work , and to accomplifh a work neither poffible:
nor defirable. And it is not bard for a man of an indifferent:

wit. to fore-fee what uncharirablencfs, difcompofure of minds,
- off
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of Churchesand Common- wealths, and abufing ard endanger-
ing of fouls, islike to be the fruit of fuch miftakes about the
Churches Unity and Peace, And as the School ufeth to fay
(from Bocetius and Anfelm) Malum noneft wifi 4 bono & prop-
ter bonum, fo it will be like by experience to be made a proverb,
that Bellum ¢ difcordia non [unt wifi & pacificis ¢ propter pa-
cem : The greateft difcords and wars will be from the Love and
Endeavour of Unity and Concord,and for the obtaining of them
by impofiible means. Thefe following evills may eafily be
forefeen. g

1. 1f men miftake about the Nature of the vifible form of
the Cathohc_k Church, and its unity, it islike to pervert their
judgements in many other weighty points of Religion. For
when they have received this Ecrorasa Truth, then they will
be exceedingly inclined to bend the reft of their opinions to
it, and contrive them into a Confiftent Form. For Truch would
to Truth, as Fire would to Fire, and Water to Water. Yea all
thatis flexible within them fhall be bended to the intereft of this
conceit.

2. As foon asever any man hath received this opinion of the
neceflity of an Univerfal Vifible Head, or common Govern-
men: of the whole Chruch, he is eichera Papift, or of an opi-
nion equivalent in folly, tyrannie, and impiety, to Popery. For
iffucha Vifible Head muft be, thereis no other that can pretend
to it with Reafon or Honefty any more then the Pope : Nor
isit our quarrel againft Romse, thatthesr Bifbop rather thenano-
ther fhould be this ufurping Head, but thac they would have
fuch aoneatall! It is not who fhall be the man, or power, but
whether there fhall be any fuch man or power chat we difpute.
This Error about the Neceflity of an Univerfal V.fible Head;
is the very thingthat turneth mofi to Popery, and this is the
common argument that is mannaged by deceivers to thatend,
as their writings commonly declare. :

3. And then when men are drawn over to be Papifts for the
avoiding of Schifm , and the obtaining of Unity, they are un-
awares involved in the moft defperate Schifm ; which I'bave
proved thst party to. be guiley of : (and wich it drink 10 the
dregsof all the Romran abomioations.) When men have fet up
anew Churcheform, by fetting up 3 new Head and 'Cenltlent}t;

?




A Key for Catholicks.

393

Uaity, and then judge of all particular Churches and Members
by this {’candard, itleadeth them unavoidably to feparate from
all the Churches and Chriftians upon earth, that confpire not,
and center not with them in their new devifed Head. =

4. And by this means Charityis much deftroyed in' mens
fouls, (and he thar hath leaft of Love, hath leaft of God ) and
the Preachers and Paftors turn all cheir ftudies into maccer of
Controverfie, and their labors into” wranglings , and all under
pretence of Catholick Unity ¢ ~An

prove not only founding brafs , and D : N
i i s Bu{t; too often burning brals (like Perillns

Bull,) and military Trumpets, and all this under pretenfe of
Charity, when they have deftroyed it. Hence 1sit that ugcha-
ritable cenfures are fo common, and the Lambs of Chrift fo
ofcen cloathed in the skins of Wolves, by the Wolves that have
by exchange put onthe skin of the Lamb.  Scarfe a-man that
croffesh or difpleafeth (that is, diffenteth from, or difobeyeth)
the uncharitable Clergy; butheis ftigmatized for an Heretick,
and charged with aimott as much wickednefs,as their mouths are
wide enough to utter and the ears of other mento hear. What
horrid things have they fpoken of the poor Waldenfes and Albi-
genfes, and Bobemians 2 Of Luther , Occolampadins ; Calvin,
‘and who not ? Though I have had applanding flattering Let-
ters from {ome of themthat tryed whether I were flexible and
duile, yet I doubt not but I fhall havemy fhare my felf before
they have done with me: & I wonder I hear not of it before now.
Hence among other reafons icslike that Mr. Pierce became fo de-
fticute of Charity, asto difgorge his foulof fo many bitter re-
proaches and calumnies againft the Paritans and Presbyterians,

whom if he know not,he finneth but as Pas/ did, but if he know,

he terrifiech us from his principles by the fruits:thac which fhews
the wanc of Charity, fhews the want of faving Grace:and canfe-
quently the want of right to Glory. Hence it is that the greateft
Schifmaticks are the commoneft accufers of their Brethren with
fchifm, Pharifaically faying, 1thankthee Lord that I am not as
other men, norasthefe Schifmaticks. Hence alfoitis that fo
many learned well- meaning Papifts do fo pervert their {indies
~ao0d endeavors, and abufe and lofe (and worfethen lofe) their
‘wits and parts to draw’ mea ro their way , compaffing Sea and

Eece Ea!ld

d having not charity, they -
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Land to make a Romify Profelite , efpecially of a Prince, of
man of power, intereft, orability to ferve them. What pains
take they to draw Nations to their minds, and to embroil the
wor[d in contentions and confufions toattain theip ends ? What
« hognd perfecutions, Ma(facres, and barbarous inhumane cru-
; elties have multitudes of men of learning and good parts and

) natures beeningagedin, by the very Principle that I now con-
fute, and for the promoting of their kind of Unity and Con-
cord,in wicked and impofsible ways?

7» Befidesthis, it takes men off from fecking the true Peace
of the Church, while they miftakiogly purfue a falfe peace. The
Devil, the cunning Enemy of Concord, hath not a more effeGual
way to take men off from the ways and means of holy Con-
cord, then by Rartingthem a falfe game, and caufing them to
lay out alltheir labor to build a Babel, when they fhould be
building Zien. Oh whar a bleffed ftace might the Church be
inif all the Jefuites, Fryers, Prelates, Priefts and others, had laid
out that labor for a righteous poffible Unity and Peace, in Gods
appointed way , which they have vainly and impionfly faid
out to unite the worldin a Vice-chrift or Vice-god?

Fore. {ceing, and at prefent feeling many of thefe calamitous
] confequences to the Church, I think it of exceeding moment,
that . mens judgements fhould be redified that are mifled, con-
cerning the nature of the unity of the Church : Sill profefling
that to me they are the deareft Chriftians , and neareft to my
heare that are moft for Unity and Concord,fo it be in Chrift,and
upon righteous poffible conditions.

Cuapr Il

The true Ssate of the Comtroverfie , and how. much We

Aving given you an account of the Occafion and Ng"
tives that produced this Difputation, I fhall now bric 3;
ftate the Controverfic between us. And becaufe: the terms at

all plain, and my fenfe of them explained in the fore-going
' paret,,
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part, I fhallthink no more here neceffary, thento tell you in
certain Propofitions, How much we Grant, and How far we
are Agreed, and then to tell you what it is that we deny , and
wherein we differ. : 4
Prop. 1. Weare Agreed that Chrift hath a true Cacholick
Church on earth, and ever hath had fince firfthe planted it, ard
ever will haveto the end of the world, and that the gates of
‘Hell thall not prevail againftit, or hath it ever bad anInterci-
~ fion for a day or an hour : and that this C_hur,ch is fo far Infalli-
ble, as that ic never was, nor ever will beignorant of, or erro-
negus againft any Article of faith, or part of gbedxence thar is
of abfofute Neceffity to falvation ( otherwife by that error
it thould have ceafed to be the Churchof Chrift.)

Prep, 2. We areagreed that this.Catholxck Church in re-
fpe® of the Internal faith and charity of the Members, and
their Communion with Chrift by the quickening Spirit on his
pare, and holy fiacere returns of devotion on theirs, may be
* called, Adyftical, or Invifible. The thing is utterly undenyable,
though fome Papifts in the perverfnefs of contentious Difpu-
tations feemto denyit. And doubtlefs when they affert chat
Chrift hath no Invifible Church, they muft mean it Gimply, and
N0t guoad hec interiora, or elfe they fpeak againft all fenfe and
Reaton. No man is fimply Invifible ; but every man as o b [on!
is Invifible. ] :

Prop. 3. Weare Agreed that this Catholick Church in re-
gard of che omsward Profeffion of this Inward Faich and Holi-
nefs, and inregard of the difcernable numbers of perfons making
this Profefsion, hathever been vifible, fince firft itbegan to be
vifible : And chatthe vifibilicy hach never bad any intercifion.
If fome Proteftanss fay otherwife, ics clear that this is all that
by the common judgemeat of Proteftants is maintained, viz.
That Chriftians, and the Catholick Church containing the Pro-
feGing Chriftians through the world, have ever fince their firft
planting had a vifiblebeing , but yet 1. Thatthe Vifibility was
not fuch but thar Hereticks (as the Arrians did ) might make
a controverfie of it, whether they, or the true Chriftians were
the Chuych indeed , and by their greater numbers or Power
rcmght blind men, that they thould not fec which was the true

hurch. 2. And that inthe Catholick Church fome parts may
; Eec2 be




396 "'A.[(ey for Catholicks.

be much more corrupe, and others much more pure ;. and the

Purer part be fo much the leffer, and oppreffed and vilified by

the more corrupt , that the moft pare fhould not difcern their

Purity , but takethem ( as they did the z7a/desfes ) for He-

reticks. 3, And.that two parts or more of this Catholick Church:

may fo fall out among themfelves, as that one of them fhail de-

ny the other to be part of the Catholick Church, when yet they

really for all that cenfure remain parts ofit,as much as they:

And pereupon may grow a contelt between them, which of the

two is the true Catholick Church, and one part may fay,lt is we

and not you; and the other may fay, It is we and not you : and 1o

man fhall be able to difcern which of the two isthe Catholick

Church , becaufe ic is. neither of them , but each area part.

4. And though the Bodies of the members are vifible, and their

Worfhipping aions Vifible, and their Profeflion audible 5

yet the faith Profefled is not_Vifible ; nor the Truthof their

[  Profeffion,or of cheir Chriftiasity,or Church ; Truth being che

' obje& of the Intelle®, and not of fence. §. And though thetrue

members. of the Church do know thetrue Church, andfoitis

apparent unto them , yet moft that are not members ofit, do-

ot know it. Arrians and Mahometans know us to be mem

profefling fuchand fuch. Arcicles of faith : but they know not

that to be. the true faith, nor usto be the true Church,but judge

the contrary. Inthisfence (contained in thele Propofitions )} -

it is that Proteftants deny the Churchto have beea alwayes Vio

. fible, and not as the Papiils cohmonly miftake them. .

‘ Prop. 4. We are agreed that this Catholick. Church is bt

One: Thereare not two Vifible, nor two Myﬁical Catlxol;ck

Churches : Nor are the Myfticall and Vifible, two : Bel-

larmine might have fpared all his labour. that he hath beRQWed

in vain nponthis point, to provethat the Vifible and Invifible

are.nottwo Catholick Churches. The Proteftants are farther

from that Opinion then the Papifts: aod it is more {uitable to

s the Popifh Inzereft and Caufe to be of that Opinion , then to

3 ‘the Proreftants. - If it were not that they are paft learning by

2 the advantageof their Infallibility, and efpecially of one m}‘?ﬁ
. and one {o mean, condemned by them, and that it is uD’_ﬂW*g

to bea Teacher of Error, 1 couldtell them of a new dﬂ’f{“ bY

theadvantage of this diftin&ion of Catholick Qhuxcb"cgb ;:an 2 _
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