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be much more corrupe, and others much more pure ;. and the

Purer part be fo much the leffer, and oppreffed and vilified by

the more corrupt , that the moft pare fhould not difcern their

Purity , but takethem ( as they did the z7a/desfes ) for He-

reticks. 3, And.that two parts or more of this Catholick Church:

may fo fall out among themfelves, as that one of them fhail de-

ny the other to be part of the Catholick Church, when yet they

really for all that cenfure remain parts ofit,as much as they:

And pereupon may grow a contelt between them, which of the

two is the true Catholick Church, and one part may fay,lt is we

and not you; and the other may fay, It is we and not you : and 1o

man fhall be able to difcern which of the two isthe Catholick

Church , becaufe ic is. neither of them , but each area part.

4. And though the Bodies of the members are vifible, and their

Worfhipping aions Vifible, and their Profeflion audible 5

yet the faith Profefled is not_Vifible ; nor the Truthof their

[  Profeffion,or of cheir Chriftiasity,or Church ; Truth being che

' obje& of the Intelle®, and not of fence. §. And though thetrue

members. of the Church do know thetrue Church, andfoitis

apparent unto them , yet moft that are not members ofit, do-

ot know it. Arrians and Mahometans know us to be mem

profefling fuchand fuch. Arcicles of faith : but they know not

that to be. the true faith, nor usto be the true Church,but judge

the contrary. Inthisfence (contained in thele Propofitions )} -

it is that Proteftants deny the Churchto have beea alwayes Vio

. fible, and not as the Papiils cohmonly miftake them. .

‘ Prop. 4. We are agreed that this Catholick. Church is bt

One: Thereare not two Vifible, nor two Myﬁical Catlxol;ck

Churches : Nor are the Myfticall and Vifible, two : Bel-

larmine might have fpared all his labour. that he hath beRQWed

in vain nponthis point, to provethat the Vifible and Invifible

are.nottwo Catholick Churches. The Proteftants are farther

from that Opinion then the Papifts: aod it is more {uitable to

s the Popifh Inzereft and Caufe to be of that Opinion , then to

3 ‘the Proreftants. - If it were not that they are paft learning by

2 the advantageof their Infallibility, and efpecially of one m}‘?ﬁ
. and one {o mean, condemned by them, and that it is uD’_ﬂW*g

to bea Teacher of Error, 1 couldtell them of a new dﬂ’f{“ bY

theadvantage of this diftin&ion of Catholick Qhuxcb"cgb ;:an 2 _

TR
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m"de‘l‘"g_ their miftakes into a more fpecious plaufible form ,
then now ¢ appeareth in to the reft of the Charches, Bur we
are glad of cheir company in any Truth, and therefore will not
ifagree frgm them in that which makes 2gain(t themfelves.
3 One (')b;e&ionrl once héard a Learned Anabaptift calt in our
- WY, vz, There may be a Vifible Church of hypocrites : therefore
the Myflical and Vifiblemay be 1wo.  Anfw. But the Queltion
was of the Catholick Church, and not of a particalar Church.
We confefs that fome membsrs of the Catholick Chorch are My-
tcal and Vifible in the feveral refpecs before mentioned < and
that fome are Vifible and not Myftical , or as Bellarmine well
calls them, Dead Members, and not Living ; and that the Church
as Vifible is more comprehenfive then the Church as Regenerate,
or Invifible, and yet all but Onec Church, though ic have
more members in it in one refpe&® then in another: And we
confefls that its poflible for twenty or anhundred of thefe Dead
members to conltitute a particular Charch by themfelves
{ Mﬁi‘“@?;;‘??@»f%ﬁ@ﬁh& ‘&hgrches to be without Liv-
ingmembers :) and fo there may be a particsler Vifible Dead
Member ( Analogically called a Member, ) or a parcicular i+
fible Church that is thas Dead ; 2and thefe be partsof the Catho-
lick Church as Pifible. But yet thereis not two Qatholrck- Chur-
ches,One Vifible,and the other Invifible,one alsve and the other
D:ad.Ina Corn field there are,1.Good Corn. 2.Stricken, blafted
Corn that hath a name and thew but in deed no Corn. 3. Tares,
dame,]i,'cock!e,and fuch weeds.It is called, 4 Ficld as it conteineth
themall : Tt is called [ 4 ("or» field 7] only from the Cors: The
Univocal proper parts of a Cora field,is the Corn only: The Vuft- -
ble and Analogical partsare al{o the blafted ears: The darnel and
- cockleare no parts, but noxious accidents.  There are. not two~
fields of Corn, one of trueCorn, and the of other blafted ears
And yet theCorn ficld,taken largely and Analogically, hath more
‘parties in it then true Corn: and you may perhaps have fome
particular fheavs. that are wholly of that which s blafted :
which you will call a fheaf of Corn Analogically only : buta
fheaf of weeds you. will not at all call a fheaf of Corn.
Even fo in the Catholick Church., there. are fincere-
Chriftians which are true and living members ; and there are
- Hypocrites which are A nalogically members ; and thece are lo-
cally mixed many that by denying ¢ffentiabpoints of the Chri-
Ece 3 ol el
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{tian faith , or by notorious Impiety, do declare themfelves t0

be weeds, and no members of the Churcb at all.

Chp ’oPh- 5. Weare alfo Agreed that this One Vifible Cathotick

7 urch, is One Political Holy Society, as united in Jefus Cbrift
¢ Head, who teacheth and raleth it by his Minifters and other

Officers , inthe feveral parts, according to the necefficy of

each. We callit One Political Society, I.Principallyﬂbecaufc

~ thatall the Churchis united in this Qne Soveraign, or Head ,

the Lord Jefus : and therefore it is called hisbody. 2. They
have all the fame holy do&rine of faith, and Law to live by,
and be judged by. 3. They have all Church Officers of the fame
fort under Chrift to teach and govern them. 4.They bave all the
fam;e kind of Holy Ordinances, as Reading, Preaching, Praying,
P a‘(f’ Sacraments, ¢c. appointed them by the Lord. 5. They
areall engaged in One and the fame Holy Covenant to the
Lord : More might be mentioned ( and fhallbe God willing,
in a peculiar Treatife of Catholicifm,or the Catholick Church )
And thoughChrift himfelf be not now feen among us, yet may he
truly be calleda Vifible Head. For 1. He fometime lived vifibly
on earth. 2. And is now the Vifible King of all the Church, 25

heis in the Heavens. Though we fee him not, the Celeftiall Inhs-

bitants do. Itis but little of the world that feeth the Pope,any
more then they fee Chrift: If one unfeen to us may be a pretendf
ed VifibleHead, the otheér may be truly fo. So that the BodYs
Head,Laws, Worfhip, ¢5c. being Vifible, fo is the Policy.
Prop. 6. We are agreed alfo, that all thefe Chriftians,and par-
ticular Churches, are obliged by Chrift, even by the very La%
of Nature, and the ends of their calling , and the Geoersl
Laws ofthe Gofpell, to livein asmuch Love,and Unity, 37
Peace astheycan; and tohold as full and extenfive communt”
onasthey can: that is, as far as their work requireth, and
their Capacity will permitand enable them ; thofe that ar€ %
habitans and members of one Congregation, muft bold 'lo_cal
commanion in that Congregation , unlefs Neceffity probibite
Thofe that through diftance are uncapable of joining IP 4
fame Affemblies, {hould yet be conjoined, 1.In the fame 97,
Faith, Baptifm, Covenant, Profeffion. 2. Inthefame bon °_
Chriftian fpecial Love. 3.In the ufe of the fame fort of holy WOT
fhip , as to the Subftance, though they differ in circum{tances ,

a8
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as in the Word | Prayer , Praifes, Sacraments, ¢rc.  4.And
1n one fort of Church Officersand Government. And as far
as we have to do with each other,, all this fhould be manife-

ed, and we fhould readily own one another as Brethren and
true Churches notwithffanding leffer differences.

Prop. 7. To thefe ends itis meee thac the Bifhops or Paftors
of the Charches thould hold in way of Affociation, as frequent
Affemblies a5 is needfull,for the maintaining of mutnal Love and
Correfpondency, and right underftanding of each other,and to
manifelt their unity, and affit each other in the work of God,
that ic may be the more fuccefsfully carried on by united firength
againft all oppofitions.

Prop. 8. Thefe Affociations fhould fo far know the members
Affociated, as is neceffary to the holding ofa Chriftian Commu-~
nionwiththem , and therefore fhould not admit all into their
Affociation, but fuch as either produce the Evidences of found

Aaich.and Holy life, or literas communicatorias , certificates
from credible members of cheir communion , that the perfons
‘are fit for their Communion. ' : s
Prop. 9. Thefe Affociations are principally for the Union
and Communion of Churches, and therefore muft apply chem-
felves to the maintaining and promoting of Uaity. :

Prop. 10. Such Affociations fhould therefore have their fet
times of frequent meeting in Synods, for Ordinary h;lp of one
another, befides extraordinary meetingson extraordinary occa-
fions, which none fhould neglect. _

Prop. 1.1. We agree that fuch Affociated Paftors may have
their Moderators either pro rempore» or {tated as the caunfe re-
quireth. And thatitis nogreat matter whether be be called
a Prefident, Bifhop, Moderator, ¢-c. in whichall thould have
liberty, fo far aschat the peace of the Church be not caft away
for fuch names, s
; Prop.12,We arealfo agreed that whatfoever thall be concluded

inorder to the Union and Communion of Churches; in any of
thefe Synods, the particular Affociated Members mult obferve,
they being thereto obliged , by Vertue of thofe General pre-
cepts thet require us to do all in Uaicy and Concord, and with:
one mind and mouth to glorifie God , and to' avoid divifions,
@e: Except they be fuch things as cannot be obeyed, unlefs we

‘ violate:
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violate theLaw of God. ~ Thus far the Canons, that is, Agree-
ments of leflec Synods or greater are obligatory.
T Prop. 13. Weare alfo Agreed, that when ever the good of
: ;1 e Church requirethit, theremaybe Greater Affemblies alfo
) : teld , confiftingof many of thefe conjun& , or fpeciall mem*
A - ‘bers delegate by the reft: 'And that this courfe fhould extend as
' far as our capacity will allow in needfull cafes.

Prap. 14. Lafly we fhall grant, that where Paftors cannot
through diftance or other Impediments, hold Synods, or any
particular Churches cannot fend any competent members to fuch
Synods, yet may they, whenits needfull,by meffengers certifie
each other of their faith, profefiions , pracifes,and particular ;

dou%?ts and cafes , and fo hold communion, in fome degree; L
{ owning each other as Brethren inone Lord,and by fuch inter-
E courfe of Meflengersand Letcersas weare capable of, aflifting,

and fecking afliftance from each other : As Bafi/ and thereit of
the Eaftern Bifhops did to theWeftern in their diftrefs while they
had hope. And the faith of all the Churches that are neer enough
for any externall communion, being thusknown, their Liser
: Communicatorie may bevalid and fatisfaory, whenany merm-
F ber paflzth into cther parts. '

Thus far I hope weare Agreed : This much Iam fure we
hold our felves : But now the difference followeth.

Wehold that this' Univerfal Church ( whichis onein Chrift
their Head , asthe world is one Kingdom in God the abfolute
f Soveraign King ) is by Chrift diftributed into many Congre-
} ‘gations,difper{ed over theface of theEarth, and that thefeas
~ feveral Corporations in one Kingdom,bhave all cheir particular
Governoursand Order. © All forcible Government we afcribe
rothe Magiltrate | and deny it to the Paftors of the Church.
And that teaching and Guidance which is calied Ecclefiaftick
Government,we fuppofeis the work of every Paftor in his flock,
‘and the Ordering of the communion of Churches, by Canon*,,
Agreements (‘and their execution in part) ‘is the work 0
F - Synods. Andasin this Kingdom, allthe Free-fchools are §97

verned by the Schoolmafters, whoareall under the Prince a0
- Laws,withour any General Schoolmafters to Teach,or Overfee,

and Rule che reft, (and without Synods too, though chey m:z
& 1 - m
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-meet when their mutual Edification requires it, ) and yer all the
Schools in England are in ‘Peace, becaufe no Archicoolmafiers
prefume torob the Magiftrate of his power : Even fo we judge,
that if Paftors do:but Teach and Guide their feverallflocks,and
the Magiftrate keep and ufe his power of forcible Government,
thatis, infeeing thatthey do their Offices faithfully , and no
Archpaftors prefume to take the power of the Magiltrates oue
- of theirhands, the Churches may have quietnefsand peace::
( fill allowing a greater Neceffity of Communion, and ‘fo of
Synods, among Churches thep among Schools, and referving
the rod to the fecular power. ) And weconcicve, that moftof
the flic that Popes and Popifh Prelates have made abone
Church Government, hath been but to rob the Magiftrate
-of his due, and to become themfelves the Church-Magiftrates
threugh the world. e i
Buc that the-Church hath any Politicall Tlniverfal Head but
“\Cb%ﬁ 210;5, gi:her a Vice-god, or Vice-Ch}'if; 2 E'lfd;:f ??EC :
or Council ; that any oneis as Pope .Julins faith of himieil
[ inthe place Of’God,ythe mab?qfai?«t#‘f&:iad Laws, 7} tbi;,
we deny ; That the whole Church on Earth, is {o one Politi-
- cal Society , as tobe under anyone terreftial numericall Head,
whether perfonal or colle&ive, Pope, Council , or Patriarks,
having power of Legillation , or judgement over the whole,,
and by whom each member is to'be Governed, this we deny
and think it as abfurd (and much more finfall ) as to affirm that
all the world muft needs have oneVifible Mondrch under God to
reprefent him; and that heis ro fubjec tothe Godof Heaven,
that acknowledgeth not this Vifible Univerfall Monarch. We
deny that the Church s fucha Society : We deny that it hath
fuch an Head : We deny that it heth any fuch univer(al Humane
Laws: Wedeny that the parts of it arc to be.conjoyned by the
fubordinate Officers { Cardinals, Patriarks, Archbifhops, or
whatever ) of fuch an ufurping Soveraign. Weaffirm that ne
Chriftian fhould fancy or affert that any fuch Head and Order
for uaity is appointed by Chrift ; ‘or that itis Defirable , er
Rome 1o be the better liked of becaufe it pleadech for fuch
;?Ofdef, or vainly boafieth of fuch of anunity ; -er that any
tb?ufd dareto contrive the promotingofit. Yeawe maintain,
it fuch funciesand gorxrivancesfarc the molt notable means of
Ff the
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“ehe dwifion, or defolation of the Chitches ; And that it i the

-

notable hinderance of the unity of all:the Ghriftian Gharches
that f{l;.ch a falle Head and Center of unity is fer up, and an
Iﬁmpo ible Impious unity pleaded for, and furioufly fought by
re and fword, inftead of the true defirable unity : And that
th_e (_Ihurches vqnll never have true unity and peace if thele
principles of theirs be not  difgraced and difowned, and the true
principles better underftood. - 1D bakd iy 10
Ifhall now give you fome Arguments for our Affertion,

and tben in the End fhall give you the true Grounds -and- Means
of unity. . :

Cuap IIL
Our Arguments for the Negative.

I N the management of the Arguments for the Negative, I
L fhall principally deal with them that would Head the Charch
with a Council, thatis, would make the Church to be autono-
micall, and bethe Soveraign, or chief Governour of it felf, or
the Church Reprefentative of the Church reall ( as they vfe
to call them.) Astothem that Head it with the Pope, I have
faid enough already , and others much more, efpecially Blon-
de/? uninfwerably, Yet I fhall partly take them alfo in my way ,

. though I deal principally with the other.

And thefe brief Arguments may ferve to confute the Vice-
chriftthip or Soveraignty of the Pope..  _

1. Thereis no fuch Head Infticuted by Chrift. The Scripture
pretenfes for ‘it I have before confuted,and they are fo poors
that they vanifh of themfelves. i _

2. The Popes Soveraignty is againft the Judgement of che
Ancient Fathers,and pra®&ife ofthe Primitive Church, as I bave
proved inthis and a former Book.” ‘

3. Itisagain®t Tradirion,as brought down to us by thegreat”
elt part of the Church onearth by far, asis before proved:

4.Itis againft the Judgement of the far greateft part of ¢
prefent Catholick Church, asis proved. 4

5, Itis the the meer ¢fe@ of pride and eyranny : @ pléin fj‘gn
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fign to fet up one man over all the world for his greatnefs, and
their hure. in o 6T S

_ 6. The pretenfe of this Soveraignty is the confequent only of
Romes greatnefs and the will of Emperours, that to conform the
- Ecclefiaftical ftate to the civildid give 8 Primacy to the Bifhop of
Rome within_the Empire, - . ~ =00 !
7. It is a meer Impofiibility for onc manto be the Soveraign
of all the Churches in: the world,and do the work of a Sove-
raign for them. Hehad.need of many millions and millions of

Tr“ea'furé to déﬂ'ﬁ}(}b&‘hl{gﬁ,&(wh(ch P-lﬂf hﬂd not. ) While :

¢ pretends to govern all :he wotld; he doth but leave them un-

governed, or not by him, How can he goveraall thofe Chur-

ches in the Dominions of Infidels , that will not endure his Go-
vernment ? There are more then all the Papifts in the world now
from under his Government voluntarily, that couid notbe go-
verned by himifthey would. ™"~ ; ‘

. 8.Thereare yet vifible miny great Churches that were planted
by the Apofties,orin their dayes, and never were under Romes
Soveraignty to this day,as the e Etheopians, Perfians, Indians and
moft that were without the verge of the Roman Ewmpire.

9. There is no ufe for fuch an Head, as I thall thew anon , of

Councils. T e

" 10. There is not fo.much Reafon for it, or poffibility oft, as
thac Cné‘;man‘éu&"{?e%mg‘ Btk okl sbe world: -Con-
fidering that fpiricusl Government requireth refidency, and
can lefs be done by Deputies then temporal : ~ And that
Princes are truly Charch-Governours alfo in their kind and
way. ned - ainapuriand ya Fisad Jisd
11, It s an intolerable ufurpation of the Power of all
Chriftian Princes and Paftors, who conjundly in their feveral
Wwayesare intrufted by God with the Government of the Chur.
ches under them, :

12, To make fucha Spversigi_i’, is. to make 2 new Catholick

Church, thar Chrift pevermade. . i+ 4 2o
13. And its the moft notorious fchifm, dividing themfelves

from all the Catholick Church, thstarenotthéir fubje&s.

- 14. And inhumane craelty todamn all ( as much as Hea-

g:;:;s atlealt ) that believe not inthe Pope, bethey never fo

: F””‘ ‘ 15. To
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23 Tofetupa Vice-god (‘as Pope Fulius para hraftically.cal-
led himfelf)and a Vice. c%riﬁ(on eatgh;;vcr afl thg Charch(asthe
Papilt.commonly do, maintaining thac the Popeis the Vicar of

Gt ) is o fer up an Idoll , and a name of Blafphemy ,
againft Jefus Chriﬁ,whof:prerogativ: itis to be the fole U niver-
fal Head ; And therefore he muft needsbe ‘an Antichrift, whe-
Dr. Hun. BeC bebe The Antichrift or not.  Thismuch co the Pope.

mond on Thel. Tk, fC‘athalick, Chareh of Chrift isnot one Vifible Poli-

Ia ;:im.g.c. tical body | 44 Joyned to- ome Univer(al Vifible Fead or Sove-
1T,

FAnd fuch raign, ([ave only Chrift 2 ) Aud confequently it s not the way. to

allche 22l the Churobes Aivifionsy to draw allinto [woh a body, or endeas
particular YO#7 [#ch an Union

Churches
of the whole world conf

dered toget! r the {u ; ift Jefus, dif-
fpenfing them al by o re ogcr 1er under the fupream Head, Chrift Jefus,

(elf,& a niniftring them, feverally,not by any one @conom s,
ops as inferiour Heads of Unity to the feveral bodies fo-confti-
tuted by the feveral Apofiles in their plancacions; each of chem having an S'vzaroyiz,

adeveral diftin@ Commifion from Chrift immediately, and fubordinate to none, bus
the fupream donor or plenipotentiary, ] -

but by the feveral Bify

This I make good by thefe following Arguments,which reach
both the talian Papifts that would have the Pope to be the Head
Or Soveraign ; and the French and Caffandrian,who would have
a-General Council to bethe Head, and the Pope only to be the
chief Patriarch, and the Principinm Unitatss: For ifI prove that
the Body is not one, as Headed by any except Chrift, I fhall fay |
enough againft both thefe opinions < But yet as is faid, it is P““E
cipally againft the later ( who are for the Headfhip of a CQ“;]l :
cil ) that I fhall dire® my Argaments; becaufe they are the
bufie Reconcilers, and becaufethe reft-are fo- largely confuted
already on both fides. %

Argament 1. That which is the trae form of the Q’4tbalgvk,
.Churchef Chrift, it retaineth de fa@o at this day : Bat it f""’”; ;
ethnot 4. Political. Usion under a Vifible Terrveftrial Z){;;ver.ffi
Head i therefore this is not the true form of the C. 43’{"’“’@. :
Church, SN

Or, what the Catholick Church is guoad effentiam, that 3
allo guoad exiffentiam : Butit is not-fucha Body guoad exiffer:
simrs therefore not guoad effentiam. : o

© Ifanywillgeant sqyeconggﬁgn, gmand e ffyntiam vel frmins,
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and fay that this Policy,Head and Union are not effential to the
C!mrf:b, but feparable accidents tending only ad melins ¢ff¢, he
W_‘” give away his caufe : For the Pars Imperans and pars [ubdi -
taare the two effential parts of a body Politick, or Republick,
whether Civil or Ecclefiaftical , as a foul and body are the
parts of man : and ific want either part, the effenceis deftroy--
ed ; Ithath loftits Political form. But I need not ftand on this,
becaufe the cafeis paft controverfie, and1 know not of any’
. that make the objegaion , or will go on fuch terms: Yamfure
thofe do not that I have now to deal with. Another thing chere:
may be that is called a Church , without this Form or Head,but
not chis fame thing or body that now we fpeak of." VP
The Major propofitionI provethus: The Church’ of Chrift"
is a true Church at this day,or retaineth its effential parts: there--
fore it retaineth itsform. If its effentials were not in exiftence, -
the Church were extin®,or did notexift : But that the Churchis
not extin@ o nulled, the opponents will eafily grant,and the-
promife of Chrift will eafily prove ; The gates of Hell fhall not
prevail againftit. : : B R i s
The Minor I provethus ; If the Catholick Charch be now
Headed with one VifibleHead ( befide Chrift, ) then iis either
the Pope or a General Council. Bat it is neicher of thefe, -
Thatit is not the Pope, the French will grant. And 1.1ts prov=
edat largeby many a volume of Proteftant writers; and 2. By -
the prefent vifible f{ate of the Church; The greateft part of the -
Church on Earth ( andall thofein Heaven ) difown the Usni- -
verfall Soveraignty or Headfhip of the Pope ; The Greeks; Abaf-:
fines, Armenians, Proteftants, ¢°c. - , :
Thatit is not a General Council appeareth, in that there is
no-ﬁ;c.h thingin Natwural or Moral Exei/ence.- Not in Nata«"
ral exiftence 5 For whereis it ? when calléd ? how long have they -
fate 2 But this none will affirm.
Notin. Moral exiffence ; For there is no fach thing pretend-*-
ed, vor pofiible, I confefs the Common wealth is not diffolved’
at the death of the Prince ; becaufe a Succeffor being determined -
of by Law (s in hereditary Government, ) thereisenehath
prefeatly right to the place, though he want folemn admittance; .
g; if 51e&m, yet Rex non moritur , both becaufe the fucceffor
Suthan ntentional Aora/ é’:in% *ﬁi»fnfthﬁe’ Tundaments] Law, and’’
Bf 3 i
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the Intention of the Ele&ors conjunély , and they prcfentlY
makean attual choice, or elfe the power fo far as is neceffary
for execution, falls in the mean time into the hands of fome
Truftees of the Republick, while they are eleing, and the fos
veraign is iz fieri : Or if it be in fome, diffolvable body , whofe
aQual Seflion is intermitted, yet they are ftill in Mor,ai being,
and ready toaflemble, and the Soveraignty for fo much &s is of
/ ordinary exercife, even over the Univerfal body, is in the mean

; umein the bands of fome other Affembly , who therefore may
P be faid to parrake of the Soveraignay., - - | 12 Aol
Pt none.of this is (o in the prefent cafe, Here isno Gene-

ral Council ordinarilyin nataral_being, and therefore.in-the
vacancy oot in Moral being: There is none that pretendeth
to be in Moral being : For the Council: of Tvenr, which

1 was the laft pretended General Council , is diffolved ; and the
- Pope would nottake it well if any fhall call another, without .

determined of at Conffance, is an empty name: and that Decree
did but ferve to prove, that really General Councils are not the
Supream Governors of the Church : For noone obeyeththem
‘ inthat. And whether ever the Pope, orany one clfe will call
4 General Ceuscil again ,, we cannot tell. So that now there 18
; nione , mor we know-Rot whesher there ever will be. But furcher.
cArgam. 2. .That which 4 the Head, o form of the Catholick,
Chsreh (or any way Neceffary tosits Being or Unity), bath ever
been found init, or at loaftwithin this thonfand years, or & leaff
37 the primitive purer ages or fomesime at leaft : But 4 1rue
General Conncil is not alwaysin. ju’ng, Bov ever waf within this
thoufand years, no vor in-the purer ages, wor vver ar all : vhere-
fore 3t_# wo Head of the Charch, nor ueceffary to-its nnit}.
TheMajor willnot be denyed. - The proof of any branch, of
the Minor may ferve turn : muchmereof all. 1. TharaGe-
neral Council -hath not been this forcy years in being, all men
will confefs. If the Church have been Headlefs forty years, OF
wanted any thing Negeflary to its Being or Unity, tben_ was 5
fo loang no Church, or many- Catholick Churches, which #¢
knowa untruths. . RENE ! bi
2. If the Charch bave had any General Council within this
thoufand years, it waseither that of Trens, thatof Canfrance,

Bafil,
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‘Bafil, Florence, the Latsrane, &c. But none of thefe were fuch.

For 1. there were no Bithops from the moft of the Chriftian :

world, I have told you before how few at Trent did the moft
egregious parts of their work (few more then- forty : ) The:
Cliurches of Syria, Armenia, Ethiopia and the moft of the
Chriftian world v;'ere never fo much as falrly. invited co be
there. f ay Flopence the Patriarch of Confantinople, and (WO
or three Grechs more were prefent, what’s thatto all the Chur-
ches of the Greek Profeffion through the world ? befides all
others. The ancient Councils called General, contained All the
Bifhops that could and would come. For all were to be there,
and notone Bifhop chofen by ewo hundred, or by a Prince, 10-
ftead of two hundred. But at thefelater Councils were neither
all, nor fomuch as any Delegaces (though but chofen by hun-
dreds to reprefent them ) from moft of the Churches of the-
world. Befides the packing and fore-refolutions of the Popes,
that ruled all.and many other Arguments that nullifie thefe pre-
tended General Councils. ‘I fay not that all of them were ufe-
lefs; but noneof them were any more like to Qecumenical or-
Univerfal, then Iraly and its few fervants are like to all the Chri-
ftianworld. ' M
And chat the Ancient Councils were not General, T mean,
the four firft, or any like them, T eafily prove. 1. From the Ori~
ginalof them, and the Mandates, and the Prefidents, and Ra-
tifications ,and Exccutions. It was the Romas Emperors that
ealled them, and that fent their Mandates to the Lieutenants and.
other fecular Officers to fee to the execution, and to the Bifhops.
tobethere - It was the Roman Emperors that by themfelves or
their Licutenants, were prefent to Rule them all according to.
the proportion of {ecalar intereft. Tt was the fame Powersthat
Ratified them , and what they ratified went for currant, and'
their Ratification was fought by theBifhops to that end. Ic
was the fame Power ghat banifhed them thar obeyed not, and
compelled men to fugmit to them. Now let any manof Reafon
tell me, whar Power Conftantine, Theodofins, Martidn, Or any
Roman Ewmperor had to fummon the Bifhops that were fub.
je@s in the Dominions of all otber Princes through the
:?;}dP?Wha: Authority had they out of their own Do-
Inign ;

2 Yea

Ll 5
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2. Yea de falto, thecafe is known, 1. That they.did noe

Aummon the Bithops of other Princes Dominions. 2. That
thofe Bifhops ( at lealt no confiderable number were there.)

‘What Mandates or Invitations were fent to all the Churches of

Andia, Ethiopia, Perfia, or the parts of Parthia, Armenia, Ire-
dand, Scotland &c. that were out of the Roman Power? Who-
.ever thofe one or two were that Enfebins calls Bifhops of Perfis,

Parthia, Armewiay it’sa plain cafe, thacthere were no due Re-

;pr.efcmatives of allor any of thefe Churches there, that were
-without the verge of the Empire. No Britsifs, Irifs, (that is,

then Scorrifz) Bifhops were there, nor any from abundance
other Charches. , And the other Councils after that at Nice,
.make lefs pretenfe to fuch a thing, So that itis molt evident that
‘General Councils then were but of the Bifhops of the Empire,
of the Roman world , unlefs a Bifhop or two fometime might
.drop in thar lived next them.And was the Church no wider then
the Empire 2 Let .Baronizs himfelf be judge,that tells yon ofthe

«Churches planted by the primitive Preachers,in India, Perfia;and

‘many otherf parts.of the world. Let.Godignus be judge,that con-
fefleth the Erbiopians had the Gofpeliince the Apoftles days
‘(and I pray in what age were they Papifts? ) Let Raynerins be
;judge, that faich the Chorches of Armeniaand others planted by
the .Apoftles were not fubje& to the Chutch of Rome ? Let the
Antiquities of Brsrtainand Ireland be evidence. Butthe.cafeis
nndenyable. All thisnoyfe then of General Conncils comes but
froma fuppofition that the Roman world was the whole ChBri-
fian world. ‘A fmall miftake! We home-bred Rufticks may
fhortly'be as well able to prove that a Lendes Convocation was
a General Council | Pighins pleading for the Pope, faith plain-
ly, that General Councils were the devife of Conffantine. An
the Popes themfelves do fetch the moft fpecious Evidences for
their primacy from the Decrees.or Edi&s of Emperors , Valen-
tigian, Grarianand others. And what power had thofe Emperors
at the othes fide of the world ? "

3. And then before the Nicene Council,what General Couf™
cils were there fince the Apoftie days > None doubtlefs that the
world now knows of. It’sfenfelefs enough to-think that 35°
Roman Bifhops at the fecond Council of Nice, or the 15° Bi-
fhops in the third Council at Conffantinople, ot the 165 B‘ﬂmgz
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at the fecond Council at Conffantinaple, or the 150 Bifhops at
tb.e firft there, were the Univerfal Charch of Chrift ? But it
will be more ridicalons to fay, that the new-found Coucilium
Sinseflanum , imagained without proof to meet in a cerrain
Cave, for the depofition of an Idolatrous Pope, were a Ge-
neral Council, Where then was the Head , the unity , the
form of the Chyrch for 300 years?  Was it governed all thac
:i]m;, th;}nk you, by a General Council? yea or ever one day fince
9 oftl ; S0 e
ngl,bgs: ?v'vas there ever fucha thing at all? Indeed men
havea fairer pretence when the Church was contained in a fa-
mily, oraCity, ora narrow fpace, to call the meetings of the
Apoftles or other Chriftians then , by the name of a General

Inftance infifted on is the Council, 4. 15. But were the Bi-
{hops of all the Churches there? or fumgnoned to appear ? A,
14. 23. they bad ordained them Elders inevery Church; but
few of them were there, Zimothy, Zitus, abundance were ab.
fent. 1Us plain, thatic wasto the Apoftles and Churchat Hie-
rafalem as the Fountain, and beft informers that they fent. Not
becaufe thefe were the Univerfal Church, but becaufe they

were of greateft knowledge and authority. If it could ‘be

prove thema General Council,: then that the Deacons of one
Church were ordained by a General Council, 4:.6. And Mar-
thias and fuftus put to the Lot by a-General Council , 4%, 1.
and that Chrift appeared toa General Couacil after his Refur-
redion, and gave the Sacrament of hisSupper to:a General
Council before his death. -Sothat it is moft evident from the
event, that Chrift never madea General Council the Head or
‘Governor of his Church ; and that there never was fuch a thing
the world, much lefs continually. =~ 3
Argum. 3. The form or unity ( ma mor the well-being) of
the: Catholick Churdh, dependeth not on that ¥ bich is either #n-
4”““.” ary, wnjaft, or naturally or morally impoffible: Bnta true
General Council isnome fuch: It cansot be : orif it Were it wonld
be unnecef[ary and nnjufk. T berefore it is it the Head or Soveraign

&

doth depend. - = ,
Gegg I have

Council, but they are hard put to it, if this beall. The great .

proved that all the Apoftles were there, it would no more

Governor of the Church, on which its being, wnity, (or well being)
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I have nothing bere to prove buc the Minor. Aad 1. 1 fhall
prove the Tmpoflibility, 2/ The non-neceifity. - 3. The un-
jultice of a General Council : and fo chat no fuch thing is-to be
expe&ted. » s \

A true General: Council ¢onfifteth of all the Paftors or Bi-
fhiops of the whole world ; or fo many as Morally mayE called
All. A General Council of Delegates from. all the Churches,
muft confilt of fo many proportionably chofen, as may fignifie
the fenfe and confent of all, or elfeitis a meer name and fhas -
gQW- Bdth thefe are Morally, if not Naturally Impoffible : asI

rove. | : : £V

1. From the diftance of their habitations, fome dwell in M¢-
Jopotamia, fome in Armenia, fome in Ethiopia, fome in Mexico,
the Philippines , or other parts of the Eaff and weft- Indivs
fome at St. Thome's, fome difperfed through mofk of the Zwrks
I?otmmons. Now how long muft it be, before all thefe have
tidings ofa Council, and fummonsto appear, or fend their De-
legates? Who willbe at the coft of {ending meflengers to all
thefe? Wil the Pope ? Not if he be no richer then Perer Was-
How many hundred thoufand pound will it coft before that all
can have a lawful fummons ? And whea that is done, it will be
long before they canall in their fevéral Nations meet,and agree
upon their Delegates, and their inftru@ions. And when that is
done, who fhall bear their charges'in the journey ? Alas,the beft
of the Churches Paftors have bad folittle gold and filver, that
they are unable themfelves to defray it. A few Bifhops out

of each of thefe ditant Countries, will confume in their journey.. :

a great deal of moneyand provifion. To provide them fhip-
ping by Sea, and Horfes, and all other neceffaries by land 5 for-
fo many thoufand miles, will require no fmallallowance.”
And then confider, that it muft be voluntary contributiont:
that muf maintain them. And moft love their money fo well,

and know fo little of the need -of fuch journeys and Councils,

 that doubtlefs they will not be very forwardto fo greata con-

tribution. W i AR

And it isnot to be expeed that Infidel Princes w_d! give
way to the tranfporting of fo much money from their €0u0"
tries'on the Churches occafions, which they bate.

But fuppofe them furnithed withall neceffaries, fetting“
e forward 3
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cannot alwaysbe had : Many of them muft go by land 2 le
cannot be expeted that fome of them fhould come in lefs than
three, or four, if not feven years time to the Council, Aad will
ever 2 General Council be held upon thefe cerms ?

2. Moreover the perfons for the moft part are not able to per-
form fuch journeys Bifhops are Elders: Moft ofthem are aged
perlons. The wifeft are they that are fit to be trufted in fo great
a bufinefs by all the reft: And-few attain that maturity but the
in the moft of the Iil]aﬁ;m 8; Sou:hsxnfbglrghﬁs

that elps of Learning which wehave. nd will the
Chur‘:t?:stbtch&iar%amﬁs as to turn out their aged fgx;hful Pa-
ftors upon the jaws of death? Some of them are not like to live
out fo. long time as the journey , if they were at home. They
muft pafs :%rough raging and tempeftuous Seas, through De-
ferts and enemies, and many thonfand miles where they mpﬁ
daily confli& with diftrefs. It were a fond conceit, to think
thiae (without unpfual providences) ten Bifhops of a thoufand
thould come alive to the Council, through ail thefe labors and
difficulties. A
And moreover, it’s known how few bodies will bear t_he_Seas,‘
and fo great change of air : How many of our Souldiers inthe
Indies aredead, forone that doth furvive? And can ancient
‘Bithops, fpent with ftudies and labars, endare all this? Moft
ftudious painful Preachershere with us are very fickly, and fcarfe
" able to endure the fmall incommodities of their habitations : And
could they endure this ?
5. Moreover abundance of the Paftorsof the Churches live
 under Mahometans and other Infidels, that will nat give them
leave to travail fo far into the Countries of Chriftian Princes 00
fuch occafions, They hate usandour Religion. They are oft

cers that fhould offer to come amongus,

4. And they muft many of them pafs throughthe Countries
of _other Princes, thatare Jnfidels, arid oft in war withthe parts
which they come from or go to. And it cannot be expe&ed
~thatin fuch cafes they fhould allow them paffage through their
Countries. If one do, all will not : When poor Lithgow had
travailed ninetcen years, he was tortured, ftrappedo’™d and difs

b Ggg2 , joyoted,

'“'411‘
forward ;  How long will théy; be in. ijllcir journey 2 Shipping. o

at war with us,and then would hang thole Bifhops as Intelligen-

Voo diillt
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joynted, and made a cripple at Malaga in'the Spamifs Inquifiti-
?:. ;\er:;:lthan-ked God and the Englifp Emba[TadI:)r (hulg: fped
- 5- Even at homein Enrope, the Princes are fo commonly
in Wars (asare France, Spain, Venice, Sweden, Denmark,, Po-
Land, the E(nperor, Brandenbargh, Hollana, Portngal, England,
Tranfylvania, &c. atchisvery day) that there is not the leaft
probability that they fhould all or half confent to bave fo many
of their fubje&s pafs into their enemies Countries to refide fo-
long. Jealoufies raifed by particular Interefts would make it
I'reafon, T .

6. Moreover many Princes underftand that the Pope hath no-
power to call fuch Councils, nor any man elfe: and they know
the defignof the Pope to fubje® the world ro himfelf, And:
therefore they will abhor that their fubjeds fhould travail fo
far athis call, that hath fuch defigns, (or at another mans
that hath no authority to callthem.) = This hath made the Em--
peror of Habaffia fo refolutely refift the Popes pretenfions (as
Godignns, Maffauns, and others do declare ) Few Princes will
endure to have their fubje&s brought under a forreign
Power. :

7. And if you fuppofe all the Bifhops come to the Council,
the very number out of all the Chriftian world, (to make any
thing like a General Council) would be fo great, as would be
unfic for one, or two, or ten, or twenty Couvncil houfes or Af-
femblies. : :

8. And they would be uncapable of conferring, through dg-
verfity of languages. Few of the Abaffines, Egyprians, Sy7i-
ans, Armenians, ot of moft of the world, underftand and fpeak
any language that would commonly be underftood and ufedin
a Council. Norisit poffible-to doit by Interpreters. For fo
many [nterpreters cannot be ufed to tell all that underftand
pot,what every man faith,and to expound their minds to otbers.
‘This would wafte an age in a Council ; fo thatfucha Council
would be a very Babel. :

9. And Councils ufe to be fo long; that it cannot be ex-
pected that after fo many years journey, old men fhould live
to fee theiffue, or do any great matters there. Eighreen years
at Trens would confume a great many of the Bifhops : g:n:_’
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many even of the P - : :
B et opes own Legates dyed befcfre that Council

10. And if they fhould live to fee theend , can you dream
that they fhould live to perform the like tedious dangerous
journeys and voyages to bring back the Decrees of the Coun-
cill to their Charches? Judge now whether fuch Councils are
not Naturally Impoffible.

I will add but chis. No meacan be compelled. And to make
all the world at once agree to fo difficulc a task, and agree up-
on the time and place, muft be a Miracle. One will be for it,
and another againft it. One for one time and place, and
another for another throngh moft of the vyorld. We fee how
hardly any two Princes can agree upon UMmES, places, and all
circumftances in their Treaties.. e 5

2. Letusnext enquire , of what Neceffiry fuch a Council is.
If it be Neceffary for Church-government, it 1s either to make
Laws, or to executethem, But for neither of thefe : therefore
they are not Neceffary. i

1. Chrift hath madeus Laws already fufficient for falvation.
And 1 hope he hath not conftitazed fo loofe a Society, and lefe

413

his Body to fuch mutations, as that they muft fo frequently have - -

new Laws. And if it muft, fare it muft be from their Sove-
raign, who hath referved the Leglative Power to himfelf as
his Prerogative. Legiflation is the- higheft a& of Supremacy, .
and chief flower in the Crown of Soveraignty. The Church
is Chrifts fubje&s, and fhall fubje@s make their own Laws?
Scriptureis fufficient, If this be all that we need General Coun-
cils for , to make Univerfal Laws to the Church, we can fpare.
them as well as Traytorsin a Common-wealth,

And for Execution of Laws, it is either Magifterial , by
force of the Sword ; and thisthey have nothing todo with,

it being the Princes right. Or itis for the Excommunicating :
Church-offenders: - And to caft them out of particular Chur-.

ches is the work of the Paftors of thofe Churches. Others can-
not know the perfons, aud hear the caufe. If all Church-

caufes fhould come to a General Council, Millions of men -

muft be attending them at once.
And if itbeto judge who fhall be caft out of the Communi-
on of the Churches , and what Churches themfelves areto

Ggg3~ _ e
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<l to fupprefs ie. Could

be excommunicated, the Synods of neighbour Paftors areto do
as much of that as is to be done. Where thenis the Neceffity
of fuch Qo_uncils at fuch rates? Aungauftine faid thae drunken-
nefsin his time was grown fo ftrong, that there muft be a Conn.

they do fuch feats as to cure Drun-

keanefs | Whoredom » Covetonfnefs . Pride , T would be for

them,

- ' 3.1If a General Council were called, it muft bea moft anjuft
Affembly. For, 1.1t would be guilcy of cruelty and defiroy-
lr}g t}lgdChurch of Chrift, by killing fo many of the Paftors as
aforefaid. :

2. It would be guilty of cruelty and Church deftoying by the
ftarving and defertion of the flocks ac home. What will become

of the poor peoples fouls, when they are Jeft to the Wolves, to
Hereticks, and Deccivers,and to the tempeations of their own
flefh, and the world, being for ten or twenty years, or for ever

deprived oftheir Paftorsunder pretenfe of a General Council ?
Bafil in his feventieth Epifile tells the Weftern Bithops, that

they of the Eaft could not come o folicite their own caufe with
them. For, faith he, If any one of us ( V. B. ) do for the leaft
moment leave bis Church, he prefently leaveth his people to
deceivers.  And on this ground he fhews that they could not
fo much as fpare Bifhops to be meer Meffengers to them:
Muchlefsconld they have fpared a fofficient number to ftay
feven or ten years together. - If any think that fuch Nece~
fities are unufuall , be knows not the world. And Coun-
cils are moft ufefull if ever,when neceffities are greateft. ,
3. In Councils things are carried by Votes : and fo o 4b4ffis,
Armenia, Mexico, and places foremote chat they can fend but
oneor two, would be out-voted by that corner of the world
where the Council is called, that can fend in proportionably
an hundred for one ; and fo under the name ofa General Coun-
cil, a faGion might promote any herefie or cernal intergft,
and no Churches would be foenilaved as thofe thar fend at the

 dearelt rates.  Traly and a few more parts, at T rent, would

over-vote all the Churches of Eaft and South, and fet up what
intereft or opinion they pleafe : And fo if ope corner of the
Charch can err, all may err, for allthe Council .  Where there
is an equal intereft, there fhould be an equal power in Councils :
which will certainly be otherwife, 4.1f




