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be much more corrupt and others much more pare; and the 
Purer ptrt be fo much the teller, and opprefled and vilified by 
the more corrupt, that themoft part fhould not difcern their 
Purity , but take them (as they did the traMex/a) for He-
recicks. 3, And that two parts or more of this Catholick Church 
may fo fall out among themfelves, as that one of [hem (hail de­
ny the other to be part ofthe Catholick Church, when yet they 
really for all that cenfure remain parts of it, as much as they* 
And hereupon may growaconteft between them, which ofthe 
two is the true Catholick Church, and one part may fay,Itiswe 
and not you; and the other may fay,Itis we and not you: and no 
manfhalibe able to difcern which of the two is the Catholic^ 
Church, becaufe it is neither of them, but each are a parr. 
4 . And though the Bodies of the members are vifible, and their 
Worfhipping actions Vil ible , and their Profeflion audible * 
yet the faith Profetfed is not Vilible- nor the Truth of their 
Profeflion,or of their Chrillianity,or Church-, Truth being the 
objeft ofthe Intelka,andnot offence. 5. And though the true 
members ofthe Church do know the true Church, and fo i t 1 5 

apparent unto them , yet moft that are not members of i t , do 
not know it, Anians and. Mahometans know us to be men 

it is that Proteftants deny the Church to have been alwayes V r 
fible, andnotastbePapiils commonly miftake them. 

Prop. 4. We are agreed that this Catholick Church if but 
Onex There are not two Vif ib le , nor two Myftical CatnoiicK 
Churches : Nor are the Myfticall and .Vifible, two : Bel-
hrmine might havefpared all his labour that he hath benowea 
in vain upon this point , to prove that the Vifible and Inviiibie 
are not two Catholick Churches. The Proteftants are farther 
from that Opinion then the Papifts: and it is - more fuitablc to 
the Popifh Inrereft and C'aufe to be of that Opinion , then to 
the Pro-'eftants. I f it were not that they are paft learning, °y 
the advantage of their Infallibility, and efpecialiyof o ° e JJ?".J 
and one fo mean, condemned by them, and that it is 1j , D ,f* 1 . 
to be a Teacher of Error, I could tell thesn of a new device 7 
the advantage of this diftinaion of C t t h o l i c k C h w c h ^ o ^ 
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modelling their miftakes into a more fpecious plaufible form , 
then now ic appeareth in to the reft of the Churches. But we 
are glad of their company in any Truth, and therefore will not 
Qtiagree from them in that which makes againft themfelves. 

One Objedion I once heard a Learned Anabaptift caft in our 
way viz. There may be a VifibleChurch of hypocrites: therefore 
the Myjlical and Vifible may be two. Anfw. But the Queition 
was of the Catholick Church, and not of a particular Church. 
We confefs that fome members of the Catholick Church are My-
Ijical and Vifible in the feveral refpe&s before mentioned v and 
that fome arc Vifible and not Myftical, or as Bellarmine well 
calls them, Dead Members, and not Living ; and that the Church 
as Vifible,is roorecomprchenfive then the Church as Regenerate, 
er Invifible , and yet all but One Church , though it have 
more members in it in one refpect then in another And we 
confefs that its poffible for twenty or an hundred of thefe Dead 
members to conftituce a particular Church by themfelves 
r though it is not ufual for Vifible Churches to be without Liv­
ing members:) and fo there may be & particular Vifible Bead 
Member ( Analogically called a Member, ) or a particular vi-
fible Church that is thus Bead; and thefe be parts of the Catho­
lick Church as Vifible. But yet there is not two Catholick Chur-
ches,One Vifible,and the other Invifible,one alive and the other 
U ^ i l n a Corn field there are,i .Good Corn.2.Stricken, Wafted 
Corn,that hath a name and (hew,but in deed no Corn. 3. Tares, 
darnell,cockIe,and fuch weeds. It is called, A Field as itconteineth 
them a l l : It is called [_ a Corn field ] only from the Corn, The 
Univocal proper parts of a Corn fieldjs the Corn only;The Vi f i* 
ble and Analogical parts are alfo the biased ears: The darnel and 
cockle are no parts, but noxious accidents. There are nottwo 
fields of Corn, one oftrueCorn. and the of other biafted ears: 
And yet theCorn fitld,taken largely and Analogically,hath more 
parties in it then true Corn : and you may perhaps have fome 
particular fheavs that are wholly of that which is biafted : 
which you will call a (hcaf of Com Analogically only : but a 
flieaf of weeds you will not ' at all call a (heat of Corn. 
Even fo in the Catholick Church, , there are fincere 
Chriftians which are true and living members ; and there are 
Hypocrites which are Analogically members and there are lo-
eal!y mixed caany that by denying effentiahpoints of the Chri* 
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ftian fa i th , or by notorious Impiety^ do declare themfeives to 
be weeds, and no members of the Church at all. 

Prop. 5. We are alfo Agreed that this One Vifible CathoKck 
Church, is OnePoiitical Holy Society,as united in Jefus Cbrift 
the Head , who teacheth and ruleth it by hisMinifters and other 
Officers , in the feveral parts, according to the neceffity of 
each. We call it One Political Society, 1. Principally becaufe 
that all the Church is united in this One'soveraign, or Head , 
the Lord Jefus; and therefore it is called his body. 2. They 
have all the fame holy dodrine o f faith, and Law to live by , 
and be judged by. 3. They have ail Church Officers of the fame 
fort under Chrift to teach and govern them. 4-They have all the 
fame kind of Holy Ordinances, as Reading, Preaching, Praying, 
P aife, Sacraments, &c appointed them by the Lord. 5- T h ^ 
are all engaged in One and the fame Holy Covenant to the 
Lord ; More might be mentioned ( and fhall be God willing, 
in a peculiar Treatife of Catholicifm,or the Cathoiick Church ) 
And thoughChrift himfelf be not now feen among us>yet mav he 
truly be called a Vifible Head. For 1. He fometime lived vifibly 
on earth. 2. And is now the Vifible King of all the Church, a« 
he is in the Heavens.Though we fee him not,the Celeftiall Inha­
bitants do. I t is but little ofthe world that feech the Pope,any 
more then they fee Chrift: I f one unfeen to us may be a pretend­
ed Vifible Head, the other may be truly fo. So that the Body, 
Head,Laws, Wor(hip,&c. being Vifible, fo is the Policy. 

Prop. 6. We are agreed alfo, that all thefe Chriftians,and par­
ticular Churches, are obliged by Chrift, even by the very Law 
of Nature, and the ends of their calling , and the General 
Laws ofthe Gofpell, to live in as much Love, and Unity, an.a 

Peace as they can ; and to hold as full and extenfive communi­
on as they can : that is, as far as their work requireth, » n 

their Capacity will permit and enable them; thofe t n a t * J r f C ° ' j 
habitansand members of one Congregation , muft bold1 loca 
commnnion in that Congregation, unlefs Neceffity prohibit^ 
Thofe that through diftance are uncapable of joining in t 
fame Affemblies, fliould yet be conjoined, 1. In the fame Lo 
fai th , Baptifm, Covenant, Profeffioo. 2. In the fame 
Chriftian fpecial Love. j . I n the ufe ofthe fame fort of holy wo 

, asto theSubftance, though they differ in circamltancc^ 
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as in the Word , Prayer , Praifes, Sacraments, &c. 4. And 
in one fort of Church Officers and Government. And as far 
as we have to do with each other, all this fhould be manife­
sted, and we fhould readily own one another as Brethren and 
true Churches,notwithftanding leffer differences. 

?™P- 7. x 0 c n e f e e n ( j s j t j s m c e t t n a c t n e gjfhops o r paftors 
orthe Churchesihouldhold in way of Affociation, as frequent 
Allemblies as is needfull,for the maintaining of mutual Love and 
Correfpondency, and right underftanding of each other,and to 
manifeft their unity, and affift each other in the work of God, 
that it may be the more fucccfsfully carried on by united ftrength 
againft all oppofitions. 

Prop. 8. Thefe Affociations fhould fo far know the members 
Affociated, as is neceffary to the holding of a Chriftian Commu­
nion with them, and therefore fhould not admit all into their 
Affociation, but fuch as either produce the Evidences of found 
faith and Holy l i fe , or literas communicator-ias, certificates 
from credible members of their communion , that the perfons 

' are fit for their Communion. 
Prop. 9- Thefe Affociations are principally for the Union 

and Communion of Churches, and therefore muft apply them­
felves to the maintaining and promoting of Unity. 

Prop. 10. Such Affociations {hould therefore have their fee 
times of frequent meeting in Synods, for Ordinary help of one 
another, befides extraordinary meetings on extraordinary occa-
fions, which none (hould neglcft. 

Prop. I T. We agree that fuch Affociated Paftors may have 
their Moderators either pro tempore s or ftated as the caufe re-
quireth. And that it is no great matter whether he be called 
a Prefldent, Bifhop, Moderator, &c. in which all (hould have 
liberty, fofar as that the peace of the Church be not caftaway 
for fuch names. 
• Prop. 12, We are alfo agreed that whatfoever (hall be concluded 
in order to the Union and Communion of Churches, in any of 
thefe Synods, the particular Affociated Members muftobferve, 
they being thereto obliged, by Vertme of thofe General pre­
cepts thet require us to do all in Unity and Concord, and with • 
°ne mind and mouth to glorifie God , and to avoid divifions, 
c^ft Except they be fuch things as cannot bt obeyed, unlefs we 

violate 
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violate the Law of God. Thus far the Canons, that is, Agree­
ments of lefTer Synods or greater are obligatory. 

I Prop, 13. We are alfo Agreed, that when ever the good of 
the Church requireth i t , there may be Greater AfTemblies alfo 
held , confiding of many of thefe conjunct , or fpeciall mem­
bers delegate by the reft •* And that this courfe fliould extend as 
far as our capacity will allow in needfull cafes. 

Prop. 14. Laftly we fhall grant, that where Paftors cannot 
through diftance or other Impediments, hold Synods, or any 
particular Churches cannot fend any competent members to fuch 
Synods, yet may they, when its needfull,by meffengers cercifie 
each other of their faith, profefiions , p:a&ifes,and particular 
doubts and cafes, and fo hold communion, in fome degree; 
owning each other as Brethren in one Lord,and by fuch mter-
courfe of MefTengers and Letters as we are capable of, afiifting, 
and feeking affiftance from each other .• As Bafil&nd the reft of 
the Eaftern Bifhops did to theWeftern in their diftrefs while they 
had hope. And the fakh of all the Churches that are neer enough 
for any externall communion, being thus known, their Liter* 
Communicator™ may be valid and fatisfadory, when any mem­
ber paffoth into other parts. 

Thus far I hope we are Agreed s This much l am fare we 
hold our felves: But now the difference followeth. 

We hold that this Univerfal Church ( which 1$ one in Chnlt 
their Head, as the world is one Kingdom in God the abfolute 
SoveraignKing) is by Chrift diftributed into many Congre-
gations3difperfed over the face of theEarth, and that thele as 
feveral Corporations in one Kingdom,have all their particular 
Governours and Order. All forcible Government we afenbe 
to the MagHtrate , and deny it to the Paftors of the Church. 
And that teaching and Guidance which is called EcclefiafticK 
Governmentjwefuppofeis the work of every Paftorinhis flocK, 
and the Ordering of the communion of Churches, by Canons 
Agreements ( and their execution in part) is the work or 
Synods. And as in this Kingdom, ail the Free-fchools are go 
vcrnedbytbeScboolmafters, who arc all under the P ^ - J ° 
LAWS,without any General Schoolmafters to Teach,or 0**«* 
and Rule the reft, (and without Synods too, thougn they may 
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meet when their mutual Edification requires i t , ) and yet all the 
Schools in England are in Peace, becaufe no Archfcoolmaflers 
prefume to rob the Magiftrate of his power : Even fo we judge, 
that ifPaftorsdo but Teach and Guide their feverall€ocks,and 
the Magiftrate keep and ufehis power of forcible Government, 
that is, in feeing that they do their Offices faithfully , and no 
Archpaftors prcfume to take the power of the Magiftratesoae 
of their hands, the Churches may have quictnefs and peace : 
( ftiil ailowing'a greater Neceffity of Communion, and fo of 
Synods, among Churches then among Schools, and refervmg 
the rod to the fecular power. ; And we concicve, that molt of 
the 4Kr thac Popes and Popifh Prelates have made about 
Church Government, hath been but to rob the Magifirate 
of his due, and to become themfdves the Chureh-Magiftrates 
through the world. 

But that the Church hath any Politicall Univerfal Head but 
Chrift alone, either a Vice-god, or Vice-Chrift, either Pope 
or Council ; that any one is as Pope .tftilwts faith of himl«jf , 
T in the fUce ofGod, themaksr alt things and JLaws, 23 this. 
we deny • That the whole Church on Earth, is fo one Politi­
cal Society as to be under any one terreftial numericall Head, 
whether perfonal or colleaive, Pope, Council, or Patriarks, 
having power of Legiflation , or judgement over the wfcole, 
and by whom each member is to be Governed, this we deny : 
and think it as abfurd (and much more fmfui l ) as to affirm that 
all the world muft needs have oneViftble Monarch under God to 
reprefent biro ̂  and that he is no fubjed to the God of Heaven, 
that acknowledgeth not this Vifible Univerfall Monarch. We 
deny that the Church is fuch a Society : We deny that it hath 
fuch an Head •. We deny that it hath any fuch univerfal Humane 
Laws : We deny that the parts of it are to beconjoyned by the 
fubordinate Officers { Cardinals, Patriarks, Archbifhops, or 
whatever ) of fuch an ufurping Soveraign. We affirm that n© 
Chriftian (hould fancy or aflert that any fuch Head and Order 
for unity i s appointed by Chrift ; or that it is Defirable , er 
Rome to be the better liked of becaufe it pleadeth for fuch 
an Order, or vainly boaOeth of fuch of an unity • or that any 
fnou'ddareto contrive the promoting of if. Yea we maintain, 
V ) K foch fancies and contrivances -are the moll notable means of 
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thedmlion, or deflation of the Chuches; And that it is the 
notable hinderance ofthe unity of all the Ghnftian Churches, 
that fuch a falfe Hiad and Center of unity is fet up, and an 
Impoliible Impious unity pleaded for, and furioufly fought by 
nre andfword, infteadof the true defirable unity : And that 
the Churches will never have true unity and peace if thefe 
principles of theirs be not difgracedand difowned, and the true 
principles better underftood. 

I (hall now give you fome Arguments for our Affer t ion , 
and then in the End fhall give you the true Grounds and Means 
of unity. 

C H A P . I I I . 

Our Arguments for the Negative. 

I N the management of the Arguments for the Negative, I 
(hall principally deal with them that would Head the Church 

with a Council, that i s , would make the Church to be autono* 
raicall, and be the Sovereign, or chief Governour of it felf, or 
the Church Reprefentativeof the Church reall ( as they ufe 
to call them.) As to them that Head it with the Pope, I have 
faid enough already, and others much more, efpecially Blon-
hell unmfwerably. Yet I (hall partly take them alfo in my way, 
though I deal principally with the other. 

And thefe brief Arguments may ferve to confute the Vice-
chriftfhip or Soveraignty of the Pope.. 

1. Tnere is no fuch Head Inftituted by Chrift. The Scripture 
pretenfes for it I have before confuted,and they are fo poor, 
that they vanifh of thcmfelves. 

2. The Popes Soveraignty is againft the Judgement of the 
Ancient Fathers,and praSifc of the Primitive Church, as I have 
proved in this and a former Book. 

3. I t is againft Tradition,as brought down to ns by the great-
eft part of the Church on earth by far, as is before proved. 

4 - I t is againft the Judgement of the far greateft part oi 
prefent Catholick Church, as is proved. , . 

S. I t is the the rneer e & S of pride and tyranny 1 a P™n ™£ 
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fign to fet up one man over all the world for bisgreatnefs, and 
their hurt. 

6. ThepretenfeofthisSoveraignty is the confequent only of 
Romes greatnefs,and the will of Emperours, that to conf irm the 
Ecclefiaftical ftate to the civil^o! give a Primacy to the Bifhopof 
Rome within the Empire. 

7- I t is a raeer Iropoflibility for one man to be the Soveraign 
of all the Churches in the world, and do the work of a Sove­
raign for them. He had need of many millions and millions of 
Treafure to defray the charge ( which Peter had not . ; While 
he pretends to govern all :he world, he doth but leave them un-
governed, or not by him, How can he govern all thofe Chur­
ches in the Dominions of Infidels, that will not endure his Go­
vernment .? There are more then all the Papifts in the world now 
from under his Government voluntarily, that could not be go­
verned by him if they would. 

8. Thereare yet vifibte many great Churches that were planted 
by the Apoftles,or in their dayes, and never were under Romes 
Soveraignty to this day,as the tyEtheopians^PerftansJndians^nd 
moft that were without the verge of the Roman Empire. 

9. There is no ufe for fuch an Head, as i (hall £hew anon , of 
Councils. 

10. There is not fo much Reafon for i t , or poffibility of it, as 
that One man muft be King or Monarch of all the world. Con-
Mdering that fpiritual Government requireth refidency, and 
can lefs be done by Deputies then temporal : And that 
Princes are truly Church-Governours alfo in their kind and 
way. 

i i . I t is an intolerable ufurpation of the Power of all 
Chriftian Princes and Paftors, who conjunctly in their feveral 
wayes are intruded by God with the Government of the Chur. 
ches under them. 

i 2. To make fuch a Sovereign, is to make a new Catholick 
Church, that Cbrift nevet m,ad?„ 

13• And its the moft notorious fchifm, dividing themfelves 
from all the Catholtck Church, that are not their fubjeds. 

14- And inhumane cruelty to damn all ( as much as Hea­
thens atleaft; that believe not in the Pope, be they never fo 
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led h t w f » Vice.god ("as Pope f«lim paraphrafticalty cal-
p l i f t l ™ }

m V Y ' C e c h r i f t o n e a r t h ° ™ a « the ChurchCas the 
Chrift ? • ? d o ' ° » i n t > ' n i n g t h a t t h e P o p e i S t h e Vicar of 
againft TefW, I d o " > a n d a n a m e o f Blafphemy , 
fal Heal A i^ r L , W r feprecoS*tive k i s t 0 b e *« fc lc Unirer-

^ „ the? hXl Th i e - * [ 0 r ^ h e m u f t n « ^ ^ an Antichrift, whe-
2 S J w " Thr f « v ! A , n t ! ? t ; r i f t o r « « • This much to the Pope. 

f a i t h . , , J l r V " W * 1 * «w Vnivtrftl VifMe Hui or Sove-
rvaj to 

particular v o t i r Juris m Vnion. 
Churches 

S S f e E ' S r ^ i f ^ H i Chrill Jefc, dif-
but by the feveral • ^ ^ l f t r * n g Aem fcrerally,not by any one (economy 
rated by thefc^S ^ " e a d s ° f L l n k y t o t h e f e v / a l bidicsfaconffi-
a G-vpril A A ? 0 I t i c s m their plantations; each of*thsm having an cCvraMuta, 
acv erai autinct Cotnmiffion from Chrift immediately, and fuborditUtc to none, but 

she fuprcam donor or plenipotentiary. ] 

This I ma&e good by thefe following Arguments,which reach 
both the Italian Papifts,that would have the Pope to be the Head 
Or Soveraign ; and the French and CaiTandrian.who would have 
a-General Council to be the Head, and the Pope only to be the 
chief Patriarch, and the Principium Vnitatis: For i f I prove that 
the Body is not one, as Headed by any except Chrift, I (hall fay 
enough againft both thefe opinions.* But yet as is faid,it is prin-1 

cipally againft. the later (who are for the Headfliip of a Coun­
cil ) that I (hall direft my Arguments; becaufe they are the 
bufie Reconcilers, and becaufe the reft are fo largely confuted 
already on both fides. 

Argument I . That which is the trste form of the CatholicK 
.Church of'Chrift, it retaheth de fa&o at this day ; But it retain^ 
tth not a Political Vnion under a VifilleTerreftrial Vniverfal 
Head : therefore this is mt the true form of the Catholick, 
Church. 

Or, what the Catholick Church is quoad ejfentiam, that itU 
alfo quoad exiftentiam' But it is not fuch a Body quoad exffi*~ 

, nam therefore not quoad ejfentiavr. 
I f any will grant the conclufion, qnQadeffintimvelfrmm^ 
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and fay that this Policy ,Head and Union are not efTencial to the 
Churchj but feparable accidents tending only ad melius ejfe, he 
will give away his caufe : For the Pars Imperans and pars fubdi« 
td are the two effentiai parts of a body Politick, or Repubjidc,-
whether Civil or Ecclefiaftkal, as a foul and body are the 
parts of man : and if it want either part, the effence is deftroy-
ed • I t hath loft its Political form. But I need not ftand on this, 
becaufe the cafe is paft controverfie, and I know not of any 
that make the obieaion , or will go on fuch terms I am lure 
thofe do not that I have now to deal with Another thing there 
may be that is called a Church , without this Form or Head,but 
not this fame thing or body that now we fpcaK ot- • 

The Major propofition I prove thus: The Church of Chrift 
is a true Church at this day,or retaineth its effential parts: there­
fore it retaineth its form. I f its effentials were not in 
the Church were extina,or did not extft 1 But that the Church is 
not extind or nulled, the opponentswiUeafilygran^andthe 
promifeof Chrift will eafily prove; Thegates of Hell ihall not 
prevail againft i t . 

The Minor I prove thus j I f the Catholick Church be now 
Headed with one Vifible Head ( befideChriftJ then itiseither 
the Pope or a General Council. But it is neither of thefe. 
That it is not the Pope, the French will grant. And 1. Its prov* 
edat large by many a volume of Protcftant writers • and 2. By 
the prefent vifible ftate o f the Church; The greatcft part of the 
Church on Earth ( and all thofe in Heaven ) difown the Uni-
verfall Sovereignty or Hcadfhip of the Pope; The Greeks^ Abaf-
fines, Armenians, Proteftants, &c\ 

That it is not a General Council appeareth, in that there is 
no fuch thing in Natural or Moral Exigence. Not in Natu* 
ral exiftence -3 For where is it ? when called? how long have they 
fate ? But this none will affirm. 

Not in Moral exigence; For there is no fach thing pretend­
ed, nor poffible. Iconfefs the Common wealth is not difTolved 
at the death of the Prince j becaufe a Succeffor being determined 
of by Law (as in hereditary Government,) there is one hath 
prefently right to the place, though he want folemn admittance-
or if elective, yet Rexnonmmtur' * both becaufe the fucceflbr 
^athanlntentional Mwrt hwt in the Fundamental Law^ and-
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the Intention of vhe Electors conjunctly , and they prefently 
make an a&uai choice, or elfe the power fo far as is neceffary 
for execution, falls in the mean time into the hands of fome 
Truftees of theR-pubkk, while they are electing, and the fo-
veraign is in fieri: Or i f tt be in fome diffolvable body, whofc 
actual Seflion is intermitted, yet they are ftill in Moral being, 
and ready to affemble, and the Sovereignty for fo much as is of 
ordinary exercife, even over the Umverial body, is in the mean 
timein the hands of fome other AiTembly 5 who therefore may 
be faid to partake of the Sovereignty. 

But none o f this is fo in the prefent cafe. Here is no Gene­
ral Council ordinarily in natural beings and therefore j n the 
vacancy not in Moral being: There is' none that pretendeth 
to be in Moral being : For the Council of Trent, which 
was the iaft pretended General Council, is djffolved ; and the 
Pope would not take it well i f any {hail call another without 
h i m : and no time is appointed for i t : The Decennial Council 
determined of at Confiance, is an empty name: and that Decree 
did but ferve to prove, that really General Councils are not the 
Supream Governors of the Church : For no one obeyeth them 
in that. And whether ever the Pope, or any one eife will call a 
General Council again 4 J we cannot tell. So that now there is 
none ̂ nor we know not whether there ever will be. But further. 

Argum. 2. That which ii the Bead, or form of the Catholic^ 
Chtirch (or any way Neceffary to its Being or Vnity) hath ever 
been found in it, or at haft within this thoufand jears, or at leaf 
in the primitive purer ages , or fometime at leafl : But a true 
General Council is not always in beings mr ever re04 within thuJ 
thoufand years, no nor in the purer ages, mr ever at all > there­
fore it u m Head of the Church, nor ne£ejfary to its unity. 

The Major wil l not be denyed. The proof of any branch, of 
the Minor may ferve turn : much more of all. i . That a Ge­
neral Council hath not been this forty years in being, all men 
will confefs. I f the Church have been Headlefs forty years, or Will VwiJiVra* -»» ii'k v_> L ; n t ua<\ uvvn 1 iwaunn tv* »/ J ~ ' 
wanted any thing NecefTary to its Being or Unity, then was it 
fo long no Church, or many Catholick Churches, which are 
known untruths. 

2. I f the Church have had any General Council w i W 
ihoufand years, it was either that of Trent, that of Canft 
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Bafil, Florence, the Laterane, Sec. But none of thefe were iach. 
For 1. there were no Bifhops from the moft of the Chriftian 
world. I have told you before how few at Trent did the raoft 
egregious parts of their work (few more then fo r ty . - ; The 
Churches Of Snia, Armenia, Ethiopia, and the moft of the 
Chriftian world were never fo much as fairly invited to be 
there. I f a t Florence the Patriarch of Conftantinople, and two 
or three Greeks more were prefent, wim's that to all the Chur­
ches of the Greek Vrofefilon through the world ? behdes all 
others. The ancient Councils called General, contained All the 
Bifhopsthat could and would come. For all were to be there, 
and not one Bifhop chofen by two hundred, or by a Prince, in-
ftead of two hundred. But at thefe later Councils were neither 
all, nor fo much as any Delegates (though but chofen by hun­
dreds to reprefent them ) from moft of the Churches of the 
world. Befides the packing and fore-refolutions ofthe Popes, 
that ruled all,and many other Arguments that nullifie thefe pre­
tended General Councils. I fay not that all of them were ufe-
lefs; but none of them were any more like to Oecumenical or 
Univerfal, then Italy and its few fervants are like to all the Chri­
ftian world. 

And that tbe Ancient Councils were not General, I mean/ 
the four firft, or any like them, I eafily prove. I . From the Ori» 

V ; ginalof them, and the Mandates, and the Prefidents, and Ra­
tifications ,and Executions. I t was the Roman Emperors that 
called them, and that fent their Mandates to the Lieutenants and 
other fecular Officers to fee to the execution, and to the Biftiops 
tobe there: I t was the Roman Emperors that by themfelves or 
their Lieutenants, were prefent to Rule them all according to 
the proportion of fecolar intereft. I t was the fame Powers that f 

Ratified them, and what they ratified went for currant, and 
their Ratification was fought by the Bifhops to that end. It, 
was the fame Power that banifhed them that obeyed not , and 
compelled men to fubmit to them. Now let any man of Reafon 
tell me, what Power Conftantine, Theedofim, Martian, or any 
Roman Emperor had to fummon the Bifhopr that were fub-
je&s in the Dominions of all other Princes through the 
"world? What Authority had they out of their own Do­
minion ? 

% Tea 



K?y for Catholicks. 

2. Yea de fatlo, the cafe is known, j r . That they did noe 
lummon the Bifliops of other Princes Dominions. 2. That 
thofe Bifliops (a t leaft no confiderable number were there.) 
What Mandates or Invitations were fentto ail the Churches of 
India, Ethiopia, Perfia, or the parts of Parthia, Armenia, Ire­
land, Scotland,&c. that were out of the Rman Power ? Who­
ever thofe one or two were that Suftbiut calls Bifliops of P.erfis, 
Parthia, Armenia* it's a plain cafe, that there were no due Re-
prefcntatives of all or any of thefe Churches there, that were 
without the verge of the Empire. No Brittijb, Irijh, (that is, 
then Scottijb) Bifliops were there, nor any from abundance 
Other Churches. And the other Councils after that at Nice, 
.make lefs pretenfe to fuch a thing. So that it is moft evident thai 
General Councils then were but of the Bifhops of the Empire, 
or the Roman world , unlefs a Bifliop or two fometime might 
drop in that lived next thera.And was the Church no wider then 
the Empire ? Let Baronituh\mfc\fbe ;adge,that tells you of the 
Churches planted by the primitive Preachers,in fadia,Perfia,*nd 
many other parts o f the world. UtGodignus be judge,that con-
feffcth the Ethiopians had the Gofpel iince the Apoftles days 
(and I pray in what age were they Papifts ? ) Let Raynerim be 
judge, that faith the Churches of Armenia and others planted by 
the Apoftlcs were not fubjeft to theChurch of Rome ? Let the 
Antiquities of Brittain and Ireland be evidence. But thecafe is 
nndenyable. Ai l this noy fe then of General Councils comes but 
from a fuppofition that the Roman world was the whole Cflri-
liian world. A fmall miftake! We home-bred Rufticks may 
fhortlybe as well able to prove that a London Convocation was 
a General Council I Pighim pleading for the Pope, faith plain­
ly , that .General Councils were the devife of Conflantine. And 
the Popes themfelvesdo fetch therooft fpecious Evidences for 
their primacy from the Decrees or Edicts of Emperors, falen-
tinian,Gratian and others. And what power bad thofe Emperors 
at the othei fide of the world ? 

3. And then before the iV*V^CounciI,what General Coun­
cils were there fince the Apoftledays ? None doubtlefs that the 
world now knows of. It'sfenfelefs enough to think that 3$° 
Roman Bifliops at the fecond Council of Nice, or the 1 5 ° B l ~ 
,-fliops in the third Council at Cmftaminople, or the 16$ Bifnops 
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J 5 e c o n < 1 Council at Conflantinople, or the i5oBiftiops at 
tne hrftthcre, were the Univerfal Church of Chrift? But it 
will be more ridiculous to fay, that the new-found Concilium 
Stnueffanum , imagained without proof to meet in a certain 
Cave, for the depofitionof an Idolatrous Pope, were a Ge­
neral Council. Where then was the Head, the unity, the 
form of the Church for 300 years ? Was it governed all that 
time, think you by a General Council? yea or ever one day fince 
theApoftles? ' . \ 

Well but was there ever fuch a thing at all? Indeed men 
have a fairer pretence when the Church was contained in a fa­
mily, or a City or a narrow fpace, to call the meetings of the 
Apoftles or other Chriftians then , by the name of a General 
Council, but they are hard put to i t , if this be all. The great 
Inftance infifted on is the Council, 15. But were the Bi -
ftiops of all the Churches there ? or fummoned to appear ? Atl. 
14. 23. they had ordained them Elders in every Church • but 
few of them were there, Timothy, Titus, abundance were ab-
fent. ICs plain, that it was to the Apoftles and Church at Hie-
rufalem as the Fountain, and beft informers that they fent. Not 
becaufe thefe were the Univerfal Church, but becaufe they 
were of greateft knowledge and authority. I f it could be 
proved that all the Apoftles were there, it would no more 
prove them a General Council, then that the Deacons of one 
Church were ordained by a General Council, Acl.6. And Mat­
thias and Jufius put to the Lot by a General Council, Att. 1. 
and that Chrift appeared to a General Council after his Refar-
re&ion, and gave the Sacrament of his Supper to a General 
Council before his death. So that it is moft evident from the 
event, that Chrift never made a General Council the Head or 
Governor of his Church • and that there never was fuch a thing 
the world, much lefs continually. 

Argum. 3. The form or unity ( no. nor the well-being) of 
the Catholic^ Churc'b, etependeth net on that Vcbich it either un-
necejfarj, u^jufl^ er naturally or morally impojfib'e : But a true 
General Council is none fuch: It cannot be : or if it Were it would 
he unnecejfary andunjufi. Therefore it is mt the Head or Severaign 
Governor of the Church, on which its bein?, unity, (or well being) 
doth depend. 

G g g 1 have 
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I have nothing here to prove buc the Minor. And 1.1 (halt 
prove the Impoffibility. 2. The non-necefiity. 3. The un-
jufticeofa General Council : andfo that no fuch thing is to be 
expected. 

A true General Council confifteth of ail the Paftors or Bi-
fhops of the whole world 5 or fo many as Morally may ofcalled 
AH. A General Council of Delegates from all the Churches, 
rnuft confiftoffomany proportionably chofcn, asmayfignifie 
the fenfe and confent of all, or elfe it is a meer name and flia-
dow. Both thefe are Morally, i f not Naturally Impoflible: asl 
prove. 

1. From the diftance of their habitations, fome dwell in Me­
sopotamia, fome in Armenia, fome in Ethiopia, fome in Mexico, 
the Philippines, or other parts of the Eafl and m'ft-Indies'. 
fome at St. Thome's, fome difperfed through moft of the Turks 
Dominions. Now how longmuft it be, before all thefe have 
tidings of a Council, and fummons to appear, or fend their De­
legates ? Who will be at the coft of fending meflengers to all 
thefe? Will the Pope? Not i f he be no richer then Peter was. 
How many hundred thoufand pound will it coft before that all 
can have a lawful fummons ? And when that is done, it will be 
long before they can all in their feveral Nations roeet.and agree 
upon their Delegates, and their inftructions. And when that is 
done, who (hall bear their charges'in the journey ? Alas,the beft 
of the Churches Paftors have bad fo little gold and filver, that 
they are unable themfelves to defray i t . A few Bifhops out 
of each of thefe diftant Countries, will confume in their journey 
a great deal of money and provifion. To provide them (hip* 
ping by Sea, and Horfes, and all other nccefTaries by land , for 
fo many thoufand miles, will require no fmall allowance. 

And then confider, that it mull be voluntary contribution 
that muft maintain them. And moft love their money fo well, 
and know fo little of the need of fuch journeys and Councils, 
that doubtlefs they will not be very forward to fo great a con­
tribution. 

And it is not to be expected that Infidel Princes will # v e 

way to the tranfporting of fo much money from their coun­
tries on the Churches occafions, which they bate. . 

But fuppofc them furnifhed with all neceffaries, and letting 
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forward; How long wilithey be in their journey ? Shipping 
cannot always be had : Many of them muft go by land : 1 c 
cannot be expe&ed that fomeof them Ihould come in leisi than 
three,or four i f not feven years time to the Council. And will 
ever a General Council be held upon thefe terms T 

2. Moreover the perfon. for the moft V ™ ™ ™ ^ " t t 
form fuch iourneys B.fhops are Elders: Moft o f ^ a ^ 
oerfons The wifeft are they that are fit to be trotted m lo great 
penons. 1 ne wueu ai*. j „,#.,;„ that maturity but the 
a bufinefs by all the reft: ^ f ^ ^ X l ^ i n Churches 
a g e d : E f p e c W " c ^ And will the 
that want the helps of L c a ™ D f J „ ^ t their aged faithful Pa-
Churches be fo barbarous as to notiiketoiive 
ftors upon the jaws of d ^ J ° f f & f ^ at home. They 
out f o P i o n | j c i m j £ t h e W ^ ^ * * ^ Seas, through De-
T f t P a ^ n e m i e , and many thoufand miles where they araft 
ferts and J 5 ' \ £ [ s TC w c r e a fond conceit, to think 
daily conflift with d " , B i ( h o p s 0 f a thoufand 

' t n f m U v c r , ^ ^ 
and fo great change of air; How many of our SouMwnaAe 
Indies are dead, for one that doth furvive? And can ancient 
B ^ ^ i e k h ftudies and labors, endure al this ? Moft 
ftudious painful Preachers here with us are very fickly, an* Icarle 
able to endure the fmall incommodities of their habitations: And 
could they endure this? 

3 . Moreover abundance of the Paftors of the Churches live 
under Mahometans and other Infidels, that will not give them 
leave to travail fo far into the Countries of Chriftian Princes on 
fuch occafions. They bate us and our Region. They are oft 
at war with us,and then would hang thofe Bifhops as Intelligen­
cers that ftiouldorfer to come among us. : , „ 

4. And theyrouft many of them pafs through the countries 
of other Princes, that are Infidels, arid oft in war with the parts 
which they come from or go to. And it cannot be expected 
that in fuch cafes they (hould allow tberapaffage through their 
Countries. I f one do, all will not : When poor LithgoW had 
travailed nineteen vears, he was tortured, ftrappadoM and di& 

G g g 2 joynted, 
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joynted and made a cripple at Malaga in the Spani/h Inquifiti-
fb'weH t b a n k c d G o d a n d t h e E m b a f f a d o r that he fped 

. ^ E v e n a c n ° r ae in £«ro/?^ the Princes are fo commonly 
tn Wars fas are France, Spain, Venice, Sweden, Denmark, f<* 
l*ndt the Emperor, Brandenbnrgh, Holland, Portugal, England, 
franfylvania,8cc. at this very day) that there is not the Jeaft 
probability that they fliould all or half confent to have fo many 
of their fubjeds pafs into their enemies Countries to refide fo 
long. Jealoufies raifed by particular Intcrefts would make it 
Treafon. 

6. Moreover many Winces underftand that the Pope hath no 
power to call fuch Councils, nor any man elfe: and they know 
the defign of the Pope to fub j ed the world to himfelf. And 
therefore they will abhor that their fub jeds fliould travail fo 
far at his call, that hath fuch defigns, ^or at another mans 
that hath no authority to call them.) This hath made the Em­
peror of Haba/pt* fo rcfolutcly reftftthe Popes pretentions fas 
GodigHHs, Mafttzut, and others do declare ) Few Princes will 
endure to have their fubjeds brought under a forreign 
Power. 

7- And i f you fuppofe all the Bifhops come to the Council, 
the very number out of all the Chriftian world, (to make any 
thing like a General CouncilJ would be fo great, as would be 
unfit for one, or two, or ten, or twenty Council houfes or Af-
femblies. 

8. And they would be uncapable of conferring, throaghdi-
verfity of languages. Few of the Abajfmes, Sgjpti&ns, Sjri' 
ans, Armenians, or of moft of the world, underftand and fpeak 
any language that would commonly be understood and ufed in 
a Council. Nor is it poffible to do it by Interpreters. For fo 
many Interpreters cannot be ufed to tell all that underftand 
not,what every man faith,and to expound their minds to others. 
This would wafte an age in a Council $ fo tbat fuch a Council 
would be a very Babel. 

9. And Councils ufe to be fo long, that it cannot be ex­
pected that after fo many years journey, old men fhoul<J hve 
to fee theiitue, or do any great matters there. Eighteen years 
at Trent would confume a great many of the Bifliops: How 

many 
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many even of the Popes own Legates dyed before that Council 
could be finifhed ? 

10. And i f theyfhould live to fee the end , can you dream 
that they (hould live to perform the like tedious dangerous 
journeys and voyages to bring back the Decrees of the Coun-
cill to their Churches? Judge now whether fuch Councils are 
not Naturally Impoflible. 

I Will add but this. No men can be compelled. And to make 
all the world at once agree to fo difficult a task, and agree up­
on the time and place, moft be a Miracle. One will be f o r it 
and another agiinft it . One for one time and place and 
another for another,through moft of the world. We fee how 
hardly any two Princes can agree upon times, places, ana an 
circumftances in their Treaties. ... 

2. Let us next enquire, of what Neceffity fuch a Council if. 
I f itbeNeceffary for Church-government, '**a™™*™* 
Laws, or to execute them. But for neither of thefe : therefore 
they are not Neceffary. r i • 

I . Chrift hath made us Laws already fufficient for lalvation, 
And I hope he hath not conftituted foloofe a Society, and left 
his Body to fuch mutations, as that they muft fo frequently have 
new Laws. And if it muft , fure it muft be from their Sove­
reign, who hath referved theLegflative Power to himfelf as 
his Prerogaiive. Legiflation is the higheft act of Supremacy, 
and chief flower in the Crown of Soveraignty. The Church 
is Chrifts fubje&s, and (hall fubjecls make their own Laws ? 
Scripture is fufficient, I f this be all that we need General Coun­
cils for , to make Univerfal Laws to the Church, we can fpare 
them as well as Traytors in a Common-wealth. 

And for Execution of Laws, it is either Magifterial, by 
force o f the Sword; and this they have nothing to do with, 
it being the Princes right. Or it is for the Excommunicating 
Church-offenders: And to caft them out of particular Chur­
ches is the work of the Paftors of thofe Churches. Others can­
not know the perfons, aud hear the caufe. I f all Church-
caufes (hould come to a General Council, Millions of men 
muft be attending them at once. 

And if it be to judge who fhall be eaft out of the Communi­
on of the Churches, and what Churches themfelves are to 

G g g j , be. 
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be ^communicated, the Synods of neighbour Paftors areto do 
as much of that as is to be dnn*» \xru Y 7 . o r s a r e t 0 G 0 

of fuch Councils at ( b c h r . t « f 1 I f « N « f f i i y 
nefsinhittimewat c r o J n f n l fa.d that drunken-
cil to fuDDrefsTr r ^ u i f t r o ' J 6 . t h " t h < ™ ">uft be a Coun. 
k e n n e f s W h o r L ™ r d t h « y f

d o / u c l " i » » a , t o cureDrun-
them W h o r e d o n i • c « > v « o u f n t f s , Pride, t would be foe 

A ^ G l T l ? T i Z ^ t d r i t

f

m u f t , b e a 

inn ,h. t V i , . w o u W b e guilty of crue ty and deftrov-
affrefatd C h r ' f t ' b ? k ' » i ° g f° ™ny oftbe P a K s 

of the L S . t i L " h o m r - w h i t ""O-J* 

fiefli flnH r h - I ^ u I r t 0 t h c t e mPtations of their own 
J 2 a , n d ^ W O r ' d ' b c , n S for or twenty years, or for ever 
T : V c d , ° f their Paftors under pretenfe of a General Coundl ? 
Sev n?rhJpfft n t i M h E p i f t / e t c , l $ t I , e Weftern Bifliops, that 
hem For f , ^ T , d T n , 0 t C ° m e t 0 f 0 l i c i t e t h e i r <>*«. « S f i wirh 

r _ M * K ^ * F °™ ° f U S ( *• J *> the leaft 
moment leave bit Church, he prefently lea veth his people to 
deceivers. And on this ground he (hews that they could not 
lo much as fpare Bifliops to be mecr Meflcngers to them; 
Much lefs could they havefpared a Efficient number to ftay 
feven or ten years together. I f any think that fuch Necef-
fi ties are unufuall h e knows not the world. And Conn-
cils are moft ufefull .fever,when neceffities are greateft. 

3 • In Councils things are carried by Votes: and fo iAb*{fi*y 

Armenia, Mexico, and places fo remote that they can fend but 

w t o t ' t e ^ - ^ T i ^ ^ t h 3 t - r n e r ^ f t h e world 
T l f AIA? lSCSl[erd> t h a t c a n f e n d i n proportionably 
an hundred for one ; and fo under the name of a General Coun­
c i l , a taction might promote any herefie or carnal intereft, 
and no Churches would be fo-eulaved as thofe that fend at the 
dear-eft rates Italy and a few more parts, at Trent, would 
over-vote all the Churches of Eaft and South, and let up what 
intereft or opinion they pleafc : And fo if one corner of the 
Church can err, all may err, for all the Council. Where there 
is an equal intereft, there fhould be an equal power in Councils: 
which will certainly be otherwife 4. I f 


