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<l to fupprefs ie. Could

be excommunicated, the Synods of neighbour Paftors areto do
as much of that as is to be done. Where thenis the Neceffity
of fuch Qo_uncils at fuch rates? Aungauftine faid thae drunken-
nefsin his time was grown fo ftrong, that there muft be a Conn.

they do fuch feats as to cure Drun-

keanefs | Whoredom » Covetonfnefs . Pride , T would be for

them,

- ' 3.1If a General Council were called, it muft bea moft anjuft
Affembly. For, 1.1t would be guilcy of cruelty and defiroy-
lr}g t}lgdChurch of Chrift, by killing fo many of the Paftors as
aforefaid. :

2. It would be guilty of cruelty and Church deftoying by the
ftarving and defertion of the flocks ac home. What will become

of the poor peoples fouls, when they are Jeft to the Wolves, to
Hereticks, and Deccivers,and to the tempeations of their own
flefh, and the world, being for ten or twenty years, or for ever

deprived oftheir Paftorsunder pretenfe of a General Council ?
Bafil in his feventieth Epifile tells the Weftern Bithops, that

they of the Eaft could not come o folicite their own caufe with
them. For, faith he, If any one of us ( V. B. ) do for the leaft
moment leave bis Church, he prefently leaveth his people to
deceivers.  And on this ground he fhews that they could not
fo much as fpare Bifhops to be meer Meffengers to them:
Muchlefsconld they have fpared a fofficient number to ftay
feven or ten years together. - If any think that fuch Nece~
fities are unufuall , be knows not the world. And Coun-
cils are moft ufefull if ever,when neceffities are greateft. ,
3. In Councils things are carried by Votes : and fo o 4b4ffis,
Armenia, Mexico, and places foremote chat they can fend but
oneor two, would be out-voted by that corner of the world
where the Council is called, that can fend in proportionably
an hundred for one ; and fo under the name ofa General Coun-
cil, a faGion might promote any herefie or cernal intergft,
and no Churches would be foenilaved as thofe thar fend at the

 dearelt rates.  Traly and a few more parts, at T rent, would

over-vote all the Churches of Eaft and South, and fet up what
intereft or opinion they pleafe : And fo if ope corner of the
Charch can err, all may err, for allthe Council .  Where there
is an equal intereft, there fhould be an equal power in Councils :
which will certainly be otherwife, 4.1f
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+ 7 4.1fthe Pope be he that muft call General Councils, we fhall
bave none, till it will ftand with his intereft. And if he have noe
the power of calling them, no one elfe hath, for none pretendeth
toir. And ifthey muft be called by univerfal confent, three
hundred yearsis little enough for all the world to treat of the
time, place, and other circumftances, and confent. -
5. And if the Pope muft call them, he will eafily by the very
::ih?_ice of the place, procure the accomplifhment of his own
efigns, o R o
6{;Thofe chat think it the Popes prerogativeto call a Council,
do alfgaffirm (asI before fhewed in the exprels words of Bin-
wins and others ) thata Council bath no more power then the
Pope will givethem , and that whenthey are convened by him,
and have done their work, it is all of no Validity , if beallow it
not: If he approve one half, that half'is valid, and his appro-
bation will make their Decrees the Articles of out faith; ‘when
as.the other half which he difapproveth fhall not be wortha ,
firaw. " Andisit not a moft foolith thing for all the world to !
put themfelves to fo much charge to defray the expenfes of their
Bifhops, and hazzard their lives, and lofe their labours at home
for fo many years, and hazzard the Churches by their abfence, |
when for ought they know the Bifhops of the whole Chriftian
world dobut lofe alitheir labour, and nothing fhall be valid if
they pleafe not the Pope of Reme ? And is it not moft abomi-. '
nable jaftice in him thus to put all the world to trouble, and |
coft,and hazzard the Churches and the Paftors lives, for nothing,
when if the infallible fpirit be only in himfelf be might have done
the work himfelf, and faved all this coft and lsbour. :
7. By what Jaftice fhall ali the Catholick Ghurch be obliged
by the Decrees of fach a General Council ? Is it by Law, or Con-
trad 7 If by Law, itisby Divine Law,0r by’ Humane. If by
Divine, let it be fhewed that ever God made fuch's Governmeni
for the Catholick Church, and then take all. If by Humane
ans, itis impoffible, and therefore not tobe affirmed. For
no Huamane Soveraign hath power to make Laws for all the
world. If you fay is it by contra&, then 1. All thofe Nations -
that thought not meet to fend any Bifhops to the Council, will
befree. 2.Andfo will allthofe be that fent Bifhops who dife -
fented from the reft. For contra@& or Confent bindeth none -

bu"“ : : Y ..
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but Contra&ers or Confenters.  And fo England is not bound

by the Council of Nice, Epbefus,Calcedon,Conflantinople, Gc.

8.By what Juftice fhall any people be required to fend Dele

gates,onfuch terms as thefe to Couacils,or to ftand to their de-
finitions when they have done ? When our faith and fouls are
precioufer things then fo boldly to caft upon the truft ofafew
Delegates fo to be chofen and employed ? What Bifhops other
Countries will choofe, we know nor.. And for our own, 1.In
almoft all Countriesitis the Princes that choofe, or none muft
bechofen but who they will, which is allone. 2. Ifthe Bifhops
choofe , its thofe that are highelt with the fecular power that
will have the choice, who perhaps may choofe fuch as are con-
trary tothe judgement of moft of that Church thac is thought
to choofe them. Moft Nations havea Clergy much at difference.
The Remonftrants and Contramonftrants in Holland would not
have chofen like members for theSynod.In the Bifhops days men
of one mind were chofen here in England to Convocations : The
next year we had a Learned Aﬂ'emily that put down the Pre-
lacy, for which a Convocation had formed an Oath to be impof-
ed on all Minifters but a little before. And why fhould the judg-
mentof the Prelates be taken for the judgement of the Church
of England , any more then the other, when for number, learn-
ingand piety ( to fay the leaft) they had no advantage (laying
afideignorant, ungodly men, in point of number. ) Till the
Spanifh match began co be treated on, the Bithops of England
were ten,if not twenty to one Auguftinians, Calvinifts, or An-
tiarminians : Now the Arminians would be thonght the
Church of England , and their do&rine , agreeable to the
do&rine of that Church. Would they not accordingly have
differed, ifthey had been fent to a General Council? How bit-
terly are the Articles of the Church of Ireland decryed by the
Arminian Bifhops fince fprung up both in freland and England?
fo that if Delegates be fent toany Council, they may fpeak the
minds of thofe that fent them, { which perhaps is the King,ora
fmall prevailing party, ) but notof thereft : ( which perhaps
may the beftand mot. ) 1f Feremiah of Conftantinople beof ‘1
Counncil, he will go one way. If Cyril beofa Council, he wil
go another way : And his counterfeit Succeffor undo what hie
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9. No Church that fendeth three or four Bifhopsto r
fept a thoufand or two thoufand Paftors, canbe furi how :g(r;e
Bifhops will carry it when they come thither.  For ought we
know they may betray our caufe, and crofs their infira&ions :
They may be perverted by the reafonings of erroneous men, or
bribed by the powerfull : And to caft our faith on fo flender an.
alrurance,is little wifdom. .

10. If coafent only bind us to the Decrees of Councils ( to
_ fubmit to them as our Rule, ) then is Pofterity bound that

did oot confent as their Fathers did, or are they not? If not,
we are free 7 If yea , by whatbond 2 And then why do not the
Grosians in Irelandand Exgland obey the Antiarminian Decrees
of the Churchesinboth? Did not the Churchof England fend
Bithop Carlton Bithop Hall,Bithop Davenant ( afcerward a Bi-
fhop) Dr.Ward.Dr.Goad,and Balcangnall Epilcopal Divines to
the Synod ot: Dort,and fo England was a part of that Synod? And
yet the Grozians and Arminians think not themfelves bound
receive the Do&rine of th S
iy e of that Synod, nor to forbear reproach-
11. Ttis upjuft chatany ( efpecially moft harc]
fhould be obliged by the Votespof otgers S 2:13%?})5@%31";
Majority, meerly becaufe their diftance, or poverty ,ortheage
or weaknefs of their Paftors difableth them to fend any , or ax;
equal number, or to defray the charge of their abodey ::6‘0 Ah
ltfh E(:Oi ‘:’?&e Zachary,or Afrcbbi{hop Boniface had c:)nﬁd'crcd

te effence or unity of the Church did confift i
Council,that muft be fercched pa g i i
would have thought betl:ere og xrtt ‘lg!eg;:;n tlihe é\gtlpodes, e
catedVirgilins,for faying that there were -A:y‘ ad R
75 ;mndw, & alis homsines [unt [wh terras tg:) ;—; ,Olr' e g
in nsG'eogmph],Lié.I.pag.zs‘ (hatBede.( dem.u' g tel; o
cap. 32, ) callech ita fable that there are Anti mée g
to be believed : and addsthat Augsfine, L ?Po' s e
ORI b T oo et guftine, La .«mt;m,&md fqmg
colot) R L er times condemned itasa ridi-
Ao e b le, _w_bofg words ( faith he ) I could put
P 2 otl{xlnlf it nfeceﬂ'ary.] And did that age
g or Unity of the Church , or the falvation

of i
OF the Believers foul depended on this Article, thata Geperal

C %
Suncil, partly called from the Antipodes muft be the Churches
Hhh : Head
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?eﬂd 0; Governours ? or that the Pope at leaft mult beac-
: fan&‘glec g;d and obeyed by every Chriftian foul that will be
g would ot 1. RuPodes 2 AndSic Fradois Drake and Cavendifh
bad ﬂiot f,Cawe been fo famous for compafling the world,if men

e:“chm} eritood, that when the Gofpel is fpread through the
2 0 any poor old Bifhops muft ordinarily tske half fuch
p A ;“i}“leé O voyages to do their bufinefs. ~If the Decree
1 | ((’; tae tsouncil of Conffance had been executed, to have had a
o €ieral Councllevery ten years, many would fcarce have had

a€to goand come. But the charitable Church of Rome hath

| }“ﬂd outa Remedy, not only by the rarity of their Councils
(let t_beu} decree what they will to the contrary ) butalfo by
C?’}demnlﬂg thg moft of the Churches,and the remoteft,as Here-
ticks, and fending themto Hell, to fave thema journey to the
General Council. :
I12. Moreover fuch Councils are unjaft, becaufe of the multl”
tude of Bifhops that mufk chere meet and cannot, be heard f; peak.
Asthe cafe ftanderh already, there ar¢ many more Bifhopsin
the world then can meet,and {peak, and hear in one, or two, 0f
three Affemblies : And many thoufand more may be made. If
I thould fay that all the Re@ors of particular Churches, whom.
they call Parifh Presbyters, are Bifhops,and have votes in Coun-
cils, they would eafilyer deny it then difprove it, or invalidate.

the proofs already brought: But ( to proceed on their own
‘. grounds ) me thinks they that make hima Bifhop who hath
} Presbyters and Deacons under him , fhould admit all thole
;\ Paftors of particular Churches that have Presbytets“;undef.
E)’ : them, as their Curates, which are many. ~ Or if they fay that

only Cities muft have Bifhops, yet muft they on their own
grounds admit a Bifhop for each City : Andif every Cityin 8
few Kingdoms in Enrope bad a Bifhop in the Council, there
would be no room for all thereft of the world. Buthow prove
they that Countrey Parifhes may not have Bifhops ? Why may
not (on theirown grounds ) every four or fix parithes have
one ? Hath God forbid it » where ? and when ? fure chey will not
fay it is of Divine inftitution that a Bifhop have juft fo many
Parifhes and Presbyters under him,and ncither more nor [ef.
The number is confeft to be left undetermined. And what if
ChriftianPrinces, Bifhops and peopleagree to fettle B,mog:g;;;
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every fuch {mall number of Parifhes, by what Law can they ex-
clude them from a General Council 2 Ifthey fay, by the Canons
of former Councils ; 1 anfwer 1. Thofe Canons are contrary
to Scripture. 2. They contradic one another. 3. They them-

felves do not obey the Canons 01 LavgsimuCh lefsLaws that thail

Titws 1.3, 5. and the example Adks14. 23 is only of ordain-
¢d Elders or Bifhops in every City ¢ efore :
dain them any where butin Cities. Burl deny the confequence.
Lo earers by Eldérs, Ads 14.23. Underftand
Moft ancient interpreters by ) 4o %
meer Presbyters : And then it would as ginch follow that Pref-
byters muft be ordained no where bucin Cities: Whatifl can
provethat the Apofties never gathered a foRmn Aflembly of
Chriftians for Divine Worfhip any where bue in Cities; or
that they never adminiftred thié Lords Suppet any where butia
Cities? will it follow that therefore we ought not to Affemble cr
adminifter the Sacrament any where but i Cities? But what if
this were granted? they cannot deny but every corporation,fuch
as moft of ourBurroughs and Macket Towns in England are,may
truly be called Cities in that Scriptufe fenice. And if every fuch
City had a Bifhiop,Even Exgland, France, Germany,and Zray 2 ' |
“Jietle fpot of the world, would make Bifhops enough for two or i
three Councils;and more then could Affemble and do the work.
Two fhifts they have sgainft the over-greatnefs of the num-
ber. Oneis the coutfe now taken : to Have but one Bifhop
“over many Citles, and a véry farge Circuit of the Counttey,
 Theother'is,to depute dne Gut of many from every Counttey 1
‘toreprefent the relt ; and fo it {hall bé 4 Reprefenrative General
CO“{‘C‘I, though not a Real. Bue for the firlt, 1. Who hathau-
thority to make fuch diminUtions? 2. Whatif'chofe that are
Afuppofed to have that authority, ‘fhafl be otberwife minded 2
3.Tts apparently Againft the Word Of€od , "and teideth to the
ff“?fating of the ;‘Fﬁc'é:tha't",fﬁ;‘é"lgiﬂ‘m_‘pgs‘?h; ufd beforare. By
their own Rule, each City fliould ;ﬁéfé;éﬁ'eﬁ."f ‘And et Brerewoods i
_Enquiries, or any fuch writefs liétp you toconjedture iow ma- ‘
‘ny that wouldbe, . Sl 1 4 il
_ _Andfor the other way,’ 1. A'Repfelentative General Coun-
cilis v.’anothéf tbmg’, qhi;‘e' diﬁ:éfeh;’fro A% Redl. Z-Whét 254
: T ‘ o0 e
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ef God have they to prove fach a Reprefentative Couneil?
Doub_tlef's none: And will they give us a Charch form,and center
of Unity, meerly of their own brains,upon fuppofition that itis
prudential 2 3. Men are of exceeding different degrees of
underftanding , and of different judgements a&ually : fo that
ife. g. England thould fend one,or two,ot ten men to reprefent
the reft to a General Council, its more then poffible that chey

may give their judgements in many points fo far contrary tothe

minds of thofe that fent them, that twenty or an hundred to one

at home may be againft them. For we cannot fend our under-

ftandings and all our reafons with them to thie Conncil when
we fend them. And fo no man can fay that any fuch Council
doth exprefs the mind of the greater part of the Church. 4.By
this rule you may reduce a General Council to a dozen men,
or tothe four or five Patriarks: For all the reft may choofe

them as their reprefentatives. §. But itsnot to be expeed that,
- all the Churches fhould be fatisfied of the lawfulnefs or fitnefs

of fuch fubflitutions and reprefentations : And therefore they

- will net confent or ele& men for fuch a power and work ;: And

who may juftly force them ? _
13. Moreover fuch Councils are unjuft, becaufe there can be
no juft fatisfa@ion given by men that liveatfo valta diftance,
that chis great number that come thither are cruly Bifhops:
yea.or Presbyters either. Its not poffible under many yesrs
time, fo much asto take any fatisfa&ory account of their ordi-
nation , and abiding in that office, and the truth of their depu-
tations or ele®ions. And when ( intheir ele@ed Reprefentative
Councils ) there willbe perpetual controverfies between feve-
ral pacties  (asthereis in Parliaments ) whether it be this man
or that which is truly ele®ed, in how many years will all thefe
be decided, before they begin their work ? ~So that I may well
conclude,layingall thefe feven confiderations together, the di-
Rance of places, the age and ftate of the Bifhops, the ftate of
the Civil Governments which they live under, their neceflary
laBours. at home, andthe ruine that will befall their Churches
by fo much abfence, the diverfity of their languages , -'ge,
multitude of the Bithops, and the difficulty of knowing ti¢
Ordination and Qualifieations of perfons-fo remoteto erOV§
chei capacity, Ifay all thefe together do plainly fhew ‘%Zﬁ: 2
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General Councils areimpoffibleand unjuft : and thereforenot
the ftanding'Government or form of the Church,or the center of
its Unity, ;
Argum.4. As the Synod it [elf is impo[Jible needlefs,and wnjnft
[o iris Impoffible that they [bonld do the work of a Head or Sove
raign Power,if they conld Affemble s therefore they are ot appoines
ed therennto. . : 51 :
The Antecedentis partly manifeft by what is faid from their
different languages and other confiderations. Moreover 1. The
perfons that will have appeals to-them,and caufes to be judged (if
really they will do the work of a Soveraign Power and Judge )
will be fo many millions, that there will be no room for them |
about their doors, nor any leifure inmany years to hear their o¢ g0 *
caufes. 1fyou fay, It was not fo in former Councils, I anfwer, Reafons
thatis beeaufe they were not traly General, or were called in of the
{ach times when the Church didliein a narrow compafs , and Council of
not in fuch remote parts of the world ; and becaufe they were f,”’é’gj’f";w' |
affembled indeed but occafionally,to advife uponand determine to pm\{im ]
fome one particular mans cafe, or few ,and never took upon the invali--
them to be the Soveraign power or head of the Church, or its ef- dity of the:
fential form or Center of Unity. 2.Thefe millions of perfons .P?ﬂ !
that have fo many caufes, will have fo far to travail, that it will % !
{

YW ments up--
putthemto great coft and labour to come andattend and bring on appeals
all theic witneffes. And if they be not founder bodyed then from ocher
our Englith Souldiers, the poor people of Afexics and other Countricss i
parts of thofe Indies ( to look no further ) willbea great part t<5
the wit--

of them dead by the way before they can reach the General nefsnecef
Council, ¢. g. if it fhonld be in the mid{t of Enrope. 3. And the fary roa
Couacil will not be competent Judges of fo many caufes which J° decifi-
by diltance muft needs be much unknown in many weighty oo oUld
Circumftances, whofe cognifanceis neceffary. 4. And laftly, s
fuch- Councils will fic fo feldom, that the work will be undone.

Argum. 5. If God bad intended that fuch a Conncil honld have:
beenthe formof his Church, or the neceffary Governonr-of it, he
wonld have acquainted us. with bis will concerning [fome certaiw:
~ Power to [#mman thems, (or wonld bave anthorized fome or other to:

call [ﬂvh' 4 Council ). But be hath not acquainted us with his will’
heren, nir anthorized. any.so call fuch & Connoil : therefore it

Hh h 3 way:
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Was not bis intent that iz Jronld be the form or'mcfjfﬂry Gowernnt

- of bis Church,

I?ther this Council maft meee by an Autheritative call, orby
confent. 1€ by fucha call,who muft call them? The Popes pre-
tenle to this Aurhority is voluminoufly and unanfwerably con-
futed long 380 and itswell known, what ever Baronius fay,
that the ancient Councils were called by the Emperors;and many
fince haye been called by Emperours and Cardinals. And if you
fay thar it belongs to the Emperour, I anfwer, what hath he to
doto fugnmon the fubje®s of the Frevch, Spaniavds, Turks,
Vfﬂml'mn, &e¢? Andby this it appears that we never had true
Univerfal Councils : They werebut General asto the Roman
world, or Empire, For (‘who ever precided ) it is certain that
t@e Emperours called them. And what had Coenffantine, Mar-
tsan, Theodofius, or any Roman Emperonr to do,to call the fub-
3e8s in India, Erhiopia, Perfia, ¢rc. to a Council? Nor de
faéto, was there any fuch ching done. Ts it not 2 wonderfull thing
thatthe Pope and all his followers {hould be,or feem fo blinded
tothis day, as to takethe Empire for the whole earth, or the Ro-
man world for all the Chriftian world 1 yet thisis their all. If
you fay that it muft be done by the confent of Princes, then either
©of Chriftian Princes or of ail.” Ifof the Chriftian only,you muft

- €xcludethe Bifhops that are under Mubometan and Heathen
- Princesy and then it will be no Geseral Council  efpecially if it

Pe now as it was in the time of Facob 4 Vitriace the Popes Legate
in the Eaft, who faith that the Chriftians of the Eafterly parts

- of Afia alone, exceeded in number the Chriftians both of the
 Greek and Latine Churches, 'And whether it ‘be all Princes, OF

only Chriftian Princes that fhould confent, who can tell whether
everit will be ? God hath not promifed to lead them to fuch
a confent: And they are unlikely of themfelves, as being many
and diftant, and of different interefts and apprehenfions, and
ufually inwars with ‘one another | fo thatif anage fhould be
Tpent in treating of a General Cotineil ationg them, its ten to one
that the treaty witfbein vain , and its next to an impoffibility
that all thould confent. Befides ; no man can fhew a Commiffion
from God to enable them , and only them to fuch a work.

But if you fay that it muft be done by the con/ent of the Bifbop?

themfelves, chelmpoffibilicy ( moral ) is apparent, who ‘”;,’c‘
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be found that will be at the coft and pains to agitate the bufinefs

among them ? No ene can appoint the time and phace but by

confent ofthereft, Whodothitbelong to, to travail to the

Indies, o Ethiopia, A& gypt, Paleftine, and all the reft of the
"' world, to treate with the Bifhops about the time and p!ace-of

a Council# And how many lives muft he have chat fhall doit?

And when he findeth them of a hundred minds, what coarfe

fhall he take, and how many more journies about the world

muft he make, to bring them to an agreement? ButI am afhamed

to beffow more words on fo evident a cafe.

Argum. 6. The Heador Soveraign of the Church ( asof every

body Politick ) hath the Legiflative Power over the whole. T he

Pope or a General Conncil bave not the Legi[lative Power over the

whole. . Therefore the Pope or General Council are not the bead or
Soveraigns of the Church.

The Major is of unqueftionable verity in Politicks. Le=

giflation isthe firft and chief work of Soveraignty.
- TheMinoris praved, t. 24 bominem by the confeflion of the The Pa--
chief Opponents , Grotins de Imperio fummar. poreff. doth pur- pifts con-
pofely maintainit : and fo do others: ( See of this Lud, Aot~ fefs thar
nens new Book fuppofed againft the Presbyterians : his Pare- %’g’:ﬁ“ﬁ :
nefis.) 2.1t is the high Prerogative of Chrift the true King cannor
and Soveraign of the Church, which none muaft arrogate. He make new
was faichfull in all bis houfe as was Ao/es. His Law is perfe@ : Articles of
Iis fufficient to make the man of God perfe& : even a fuffici- lf,a“h””f &,
ent ruleof faithand life: No man mult dd thereto, nor take < f,ﬁ;“i
. onght thevefrom | but do whatfoever he hath commanded , Deut. And they
12.32. To the Law and'to the Teftimony i if they [peak nor f3y they
according to thefe, it is becanfe there s mo light in them, 1fa. ?:i‘;z‘rﬂ) ,
8. 20: i : Sk ; ks Tl'aditiox{1

Obje&. But men may make By-laws under Chriff and his the do-

Laws. Anfw. True : but as thofe are in this cafe no proper Laws, €rincs, -
fo no man or men may make them for the Unyerfal Chuarch. For which.
the bofinefs of thofe Laws is only to determine ‘of clrcumflances oy,
which Ged hath made neceffary in genere, and lefetothe detera
mination °fm_€n i5 fhecie: And we may well know that there:
was fome fpecial reaion why Chrift did not determine of thefe
himfelf. And thereafonis piain; even becauf thae they depend:
fo.much on the feveral Rates, capacities, cufloms, ¢, of men,,

that.
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that they are to be varied accordingly in feveral times and

places. Ifene ftanding Law would have ficted all the world or
;" 8%@5 in thele matters, Chrift would have made it himfelf.
?fi’ you fay be makes fome Laws, and negle& others that are
of the like kx'nd,.and might as well have been done by bimfelf,
you make him imperfe® and infufcient to hiswork. And if
it be not fit that ane Univerfal Law be made for the world,
then a Council mult not make ir.
dAnd as t_he fufficiency of Chrifts law, {0 the nature of the things
Geclares i, that thefe matters muft not be determined of by an
univerfal Law. Should there be an univerfal Law to determine
what day of the week, or what hour'of the day every Le&ure
ot occafional Sermon fhall be on? Or what place every Con-
gregation fhalimeetin? Or where the Minifter fhall fland to
preach 2 Or what Chapters he fhould read each day ? Or what

Text he thould preachon ? or how long? Whether by an hout-
glafs or without ? in what habit of apparrel particularly ( when

many a poor man mult wear fuch as he can get) yea or what ge-
ftures or poftures of body to ufe ( when that gefture in on¢
Countrey fignifieth reverence , which inanother rather figois
fieth negle® ) with abundance the like.

And the fame is plain from the nature of the Paftoral office.
Every Bifhop or Paftor is made by Chrift the Ruler of the flock
in fuch cafes,and they are bound to obey him, Heb.13. 17. And
~thc§efore a_General Council muftleave them their work to d_o
which Chrift hath put upon them, and not take it out of their
hands:: efpecially when being in the place, and feeing the varie-
ty of circumftances, they are more com petent judges then a Ge-
neral Council at fuch diftance. S

The plain truthis, Chrilt hath fefc them none of that work
to do which belongeth to a Head or Soveraign, but they make
work for themfelves, that there may feem to be a Neceffity of 8
power todoit. TheChurch needeth none of their Laws. Let
ais have but the Holy Scriptures, and the Law of Nature, and
thecivil Lawsof men, and the guidance of particulas Paftors
Pro tempore, and the fraternal Confultations and Agreements ©

ncils, not to make any more work, but to do this foref!
‘work unanimouily, and the Church can bear no more; Lh¢re

is nothing lefc for Legiflators Ecclefiaftical co do, Weean i%ac’i:
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their Laws, and therefore their power and work.  Their bufi.
nefs is but to make fnaresand burdensfor us; and thereforewe
¢an live without them, and canmot believe that the felicity, or
unity or eflence of che Church confifteth in them.

Argum. 7. Al the infevior sfficers do devive their power frim
the [upréam. ~All the other dfficers of the Cathalick Charch do '
wot derive their powes from thé Pipe ov a General Councils therefore !
4 Pope or General Council ave #os the [npream. |

The Major is anunqueftionéd Maxime in Politicks.  Tesef- |
fential to the Sovereaign to be the fountain of power to a!l under
him. = Yeaifi¢ bebuta deputed derived Soveraigaty, fecundum i
za;d-ib'calléd, asthe Viceroy of Mextico, Naples . yet fo far |

e muft be the fountain of ail inferiour power. ! |

The Minor is maintained by moft Chtiftiansin the world |
Every,‘ Bifhop or Presbyter hath his power immediately from
Jefas Chrift as ;he Efficient canf¢; though man muft be an ocea-:
L ; ‘]‘.'-f‘gw POt P ! i go 1% % % .
; 3 the h(,01;uu:i1 of 3—’:3’2632 f&ﬁ'ﬁy”ﬁ ;gg,f’é &ﬂ%g;ﬁ:&%&s ' 1

ace ‘ I ek g s |

e :":)5; :::l; :;:lcad was immediately jure divino,and the
fetll\:::;c;vgrit is eafie to prove out of Scripture that God never

: Qveraign power in hi ,
&tive) tobe the Fotgmeg'n oi";x;irtg:,%gf,ﬁ ( pe_l‘fonal e
usto have recourfeto any fuchfor ie. N pol':v A
power, on whowm it is incumbent, e i

And laftly its moft eafie ¢o 08  ehsie :
Presbyters niow in the fe:fe‘r»t:I ?L‘I‘:g;f "ﬂoi: at the Bifhops or
ceive, and do ot hold heir power from sy foch vibe Fied
whecher Pope or Council. p"l?hde 3 §°§‘ any fuchvifible Head,
go not all thereft ofthe Chiriﬁia:?vozlde P‘\)geh?ag : ?:?:é yt::rb‘!
ore no Mini : : g - - gl
bare aﬁirm:rl;{’;e:; ‘:’re?:ng;:uh of_ Chr;t&, whatever thefe
by 2 power from him.  And:even: he‘tl;‘ hy ich are not done
of them prerend: toreceive: thei e ~‘t'ht,wve‘).w'ﬂﬂf¢w
from a General Coyg '1em e féyqa:l‘pgwmqﬁ Priefthood
Power, or head of th:»xc.hu'rr'ct;:g ok e oy

A ‘ {
Argum. 8. The Head o Soveraign Power bath the finally de- : J

R

T SN S i, S SR

Cifive :
froet xdgement, and in grear canfes all mnft, or may appeal to
It . them,
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them. A General Conncil bath not the finally decifive judgements

nor may all menin great canfesappeal to them. Therefore 4 Gene-
ral Conncilis nos the Heador Soveraign power.

. The Major isundenyable. The Minor is proved, 1. In that
it is not known, nor hath the world any rule or way to know
in. what cafes we muft appeal to a General Council, and what
not; and whatis their proper work, 2. In thatan appeal to:
them is anabfolute evafion of the guilty , and in vain to the
innocent, becaufeof the rarity of fuch Councils, or rather the

nulliey. 3. Becaufe the profecuting of fuch an Appeal is impof--
fible to moft of the world. (as is Ezfore {hewed) and wereit’

pofiible, it would be fo tedious and [aborious a coutfe , that its
ridiculous in moft to mention fuch Appeals. .

Argum, 9. The Soveraign or Head of the Church (a5 of
every Body Politick ,) hath power to deprive and denwde any
other of their power. The Pope ar Gemeral Council hath mot
power todo (o1 therefore they are not of the Head or Soveraigss
of the Church.

The Major is a known principle in polity He that giveth

power, cantakeitaway : Aad it’s confeffed by the Opponents:

in this cale. ilgs :
The Minor I prove, 1. Becanfe clfe it would be in the power
of the Pope or Council, whether Chrift fhall-have any Miniftry
and Church or not. They mayat lealt make havock of it at
pleafure. Butthat’sfalfe. 2. Asis beforefaid, we receive not
our power from them : therefore they cannot take it from us.
3.. The Holy Ghoft doth make us Over-feers of the flock, A&

- 20.28. and lay a Neceflity on us, and denounce a woe again
us, if we preachnot the Gofpel : and hath no where given us*

leave.to give over his work, if the Pope or a Council fhall forbid

us, 4. And they can fhew no Commiffion from Chrift that

giveththem fucha power. o5 :
(Arg. 10. If it Were the formor Effenceof the Church tohave

& humave vifible Head, then our Relation 1o fuch ahead wmldﬁe:
eflential 1o onr Member[bip or Chriftianity. Butthe Cosfequence

#falfe: therefore foisthe Antecedens. L
The falfenefs of the confequentisapparent, 1. Inthatifcri
elly and ungroundedly unchrifteneth all thatdo. not

‘3. Vi s That i ‘ _ t b:
fuc’h a vifible Head :- Thag is , the greateft part by Chriftian-

Brer BN Nl o m e Ee  E
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Chriftians in the world ; ‘And 2. By the enfuing argument : And
the necegfity of the confequence is evident of it felf. .,

Argum. 11. If fuch avifible Headwere e[fential ro the C:hfm: A
ard [o 10 our (hriftianity,then foonldwe all be Baptized into the
Pope or a Gencral Conneil , @ t.r_ylj‘md neceffarily as we are .éf‘P’
tized into the Church. Bur we neither are wor onght 1o bt fo
baptized ingo the Popeor a4 General iju{zczl 35 therefar; they are wot
effential 1o the Church or onr C h?:ij?zanzg. :

- The Major ( viz. the Confequence) is ‘cleatf! and not denyed
by the Papifts, who affirm thac Bapti(t engagethithe baptized
to the Pope. He thatisusited-tathe body,is united to the head :
he-that is lilted ‘idto the Army, islifted to and under the. Gene-
ral. He thatis entred into the Comon- wealth,is engaged to the
Saveraign thereof.. .. < cuo oo

‘But that wearenot bapized to the Pope or a General Coun.
cil,isproved, - 1. Becaufeneitherthe form of Baptifm, nor any
word in Scripture doth affirm fuchathing. 2. No perfons in
Scripture rimes' were fobaprized :: Men were baptized before
there was a Popeat Rome, or a General Council. And afterward
none were baptized to them, at lealt for many hundred years 3 -

_ otherwife then asthey were entred into the particular Church

of Rome , whowere Inhabitants theve.- 3. Never any was- bap..

tized to. Peter or Panl,or any of the Apoftles . faith Panl,T Cor,

1. 13. was Panlcrucified for yous-or were ye baptizedin the

name of Pa»/? They muft be baptized into the name of no vi-

{ible Head, but him that wascrucified for them. 4. The A-

pofile fully refolvethall the doubr, 1 (for.12.deferibing the body

into which we.are baptized;ver: 13. 'And he entitleth it from
the head, Chrift, verf. 12, butacknowledgeth no other head,
cither co-equal with Chrift, or fubordinate : The higheft of the
other members are called by Paslbut eyesand hands, and thus

Apottles, Prophets, Teachers, Miracles, giftsof healing, helps,

Governments, are only faid to be fet in the Church, aseyes and

hands in the body ; but niotover the Church asthe Head or So-

veraiga Power : ver.17,18,10,28;29. fothatthough. he that
is baptizedinto the Church,is baptizedinto an Organical body
and related to the Paflors, as to hands and eyes, yet not as
toahead , nor as to a reprefentative body weither, And me
thinks neither Pope nor Council fhould precend 1o be more then
: Bk s i) Apoftles,




T T—

Apottles, Prophets,and Teachers, and Governments. I1£ ¢he form
of baptifm had but delivered down the authority of the Pope ot
& Council,as it did the authority and name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft, Tradition would have been a tolerable Argu-
ment for them, wiough Scripture had been filent. But when the
ﬁapnfma] Tradition it felf is filene, anditisa do&rine fo mon-

truounfly firange to the Primitive Charch , that all the bap-
tized are baptized to the Pope or a General Council, I know
no remedy but they muft both put up their pretenfes.

Argem. 12, The Effenceof the (hurch into which they wers
baptized, was Pars of the dotrine which the Catechumeni were
sanghe, (and all at age foould lears ) before sheir baptifm. The
S overaigsty or Headfhip of Pope or Conncil was no part of the Do-
Etrine which (Oythe Primitive Charch) the Catechumeni were
saught, andought to leary, before their baptifm. Therefore the So-
veraigni) or Feadfhip of Pope or Council was wit then taken 50
be of the I (Jence of the Church. 3

The Major isevident, 1. Inthat the Catholick Church was in
the Creed : and it’s effentials there briefly expreffed in thofe
tecms | Holy Catholick Church, and Communion of Saines.] 2.1n
that Church Hifkory fully acquainteth us that it was the pracice
of the Catethifts and other Teachers to open the Creed to them
before they baptized them, and therein the Article of the Cathe-
lick Chureh, and the Commmnion of Saints.

The Minor is provedby an jndu&ion of all the Records of
thofe times, which ingrofs may now fuffice according to our
prefent intended brevity to be mentioned. There is no one
Writer of many bundred years, no not Origen , Terwllian,
Irenems, or any other that purpofely recite the Churches be-
lief which the Catechumeni were taaght, nor Cyrs/, (or fobn)
Hierofel. or any other who openthofe Atticles co the Catechu-
mens, that ever once mention the Do&rine of the Headfhip
of the Pope or Council, when they open the Article of the Ca-
tholick Church ; nor yet at any other time. If they affirm that
theydid, let them prove it if they can.

Argum. 13. Asitishigh Treafonina Republick to des) ’bf
Soveraign, andto be cxe off froms bim, is to be cut off froms she Co™
mow-wealth ; foit wonld be a damwing uncriftening [in #0 deny

she Headflipof the Pope or General Comneil, sf they were :‘nd;zti
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the Headof she Church. Bur it is uo fwch damning wichrs-
Pening fin: Therefore they are wot the Head of the Church. &
‘The Major is plain from the Nature of Soversigaty, The
Minor is certainly proved, 1. Becaufe it is never mentioned
in Scripture, nor any ancient Writer for many bundred Y‘“sa s {
8 ftate of Apoftafie, norasa damning fin, nor asany fin, tode- 5
ny the faid Headfhip of the Pope or Council. 2. Becaufe elfe
moft of the Chriftians of the world at this day are Apoftates }
and unchriftened : Orif that fcem a tolerable conclufion to- 1
the Romaniffs; Yet 3. Becaufethen Chrift had no Church for !
fome hundreds of years, which I know they will not think
fo tolerablea conclufion ; For todream that the ancient Chri- ; ‘
ftians did know any Head of the Church but Chrift | or were .
engagedin loyalty to the Pope or Council is a difeafe that few are
lyable to, except fuch as are firangers to the writings of thofe |
times ,or fuch'as read them with Roman (pe@acles, refolved what ;
to find in them before hand. ;

Argum. 14, el Chriffians are bownd to Pudy or labor to
be acquainted with the Laws of the Soveraign power of she
Church : All Chriftians are not bound te Siudyor Labor to be ac-
quainted with the Lawsof Popes and Councils : Therefore the
laws of Popes and Councils are nos the Laws of the Soverai 77 power
of theChurch. ¥ MOUBIugBLL Y

The Majoris proved, in that all fubjecs muft obey the Laws
ofthe Soveraign power : But they cannot obey them unlefs they
kl:;ow them. Therefore they are bound o endeavour to kriow
them, :

The Minoris proved; 1.1Tn that they beingwritten in Zatine |
and Greek, which a very fmall part of| ,th);ﬁlk‘igﬁi'a’nsi of the world |
do underftand, and their Teachers no¢ fufficiently expounding i
them, and they being more eopious and voluminous, more ob- !
feure and uneertain (of which nexr) thenfor all private Chri- "4 |
ftians ¢q undecftand, the people cannot learn theie, having :
enough to doto learn Gods Word. 2. The Papifts that deny
the ufe of the Holy Scriptares to the people ina” known tongue,
und deny the neceflity of underftanding them, will fare fay the
fame of their Decretals and Canons unlefs they mean to fet them
Up above the Scripture, as well as equal them therero, |

Argam, 15, T Soveraign Head of the vifible ("hurch and _
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—CERTeT Uf unr wrtvys- 3 e
O wnr ey file syidenr, that all Tan world

- mgy know it : The Pope and Gener wicsl arenot fuch, There-

ehat eontradié the former, do feemto moft

fore neither of them are the Head of :
of th the Vifible Chureh.
: The Major is confeled bythe Opponents ; and it’s plain,
gc’;‘l]l(e r\rjie_ncapn:t ebey an unknown power. g
e Minor.is known by common experience. For many &
year.together { by Bellarmings. cenfeffion ) learned and \zife

1 "
men could not te!l which was the true Pope ; yea their Councils

_could not tell.. Moft of the Chriftian world to this day can-

ROt ;;(cem his. Commiffion for that power which he pretendeth
to. 'A.rene General Coungil now-1o man .can know, becanfe
LRI D70 ok Their pretended General Councilsare {0 ravelled
in confufion, that they arc not agreedamong themfelves whic

are indeed fuch, and which pot: butmany are rejeed, an

many fufpe@ed :(of which Bellarmine giveth psalift) and thofe
that one receiveth, another rejec@eth; and the moft by far aré
rejeed by moft of the Chriftian world. And wne;iz'{dmgkwonld
teke apwith the four firft, and {ome with {ix, and fome with

eight,, the Papifts deridingly ask them , -whether the Church

‘hath not as much authority now as it had then? And how al
the Chriftian world know whether it werea tru¢ General Coun-
cilornot? Of which fee the difficulties firft to be refolved,which
I have recited inmy Difputations againft Popery. = .

_ Argum., 16. The Laws of the.Soveraign Power. of the Church
mufp be certain (or elfe how. [ballwe know what to obey) The

- Laws of Popes and General Conncils are mov certain . L 1Ere

fore, &c. 13
The Minor is, proved by experience.: The Popes Decretals
are many.unknown, and many proved forgeries (by. Blondell
' ubi fup~,and many others) beyond all queftion:. and none_ 0

' anons of the fir

them proved Laws to the Charch. The C
Council of Nsce are not agreed on among the Papifts. Maoy
others are proved forged : Many are flatly
«other (as I have fhewed ubs [np- ) and G
know what to obey ? The ancient Cagons €0 ‘
fture of kneeling on the Lords day (and confequently then at the
Lords Supper) thereading of the Heathens Books, and many
fuch things which are now taken for lawfnl : Thelater Councils

: {t of more gueﬁ;gg

congrary o0 g.ac,h.
J nd how then fhall Chriftians,
ondemned thege"
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able authority then they. And what Councils areto be \re-‘

ceived and what rejeted, they are not agreed amon.g-"them-x
felves, nor have any certain Rule toknow by on which they:

are agreed : Nor will theic Popes or Councils yet refolve them

this great queftion. So that Chriftians are ata ‘lofs;copceming;-
thefe Laws, and know not which of them they are obliged by,

and which not. : e
Argum. 17, If the Popeor Conncil be tht Head of the Church;
then muft their Laws be preached vo the peeple by their Zeack-

¢rs. Bt she Laws of Popes and Conuncils need nob be preacked to

the people by their Teachers Therefore,8ecs: ~* 0 o
_ The reafon of the Major is, becanfe the Laws that they muft

obey in-matters fpiritual in order to falvation,the Minifters muft-

preachto them. But thefe arepretended to be-fuch ; There~
fore, ¢5c. :

 As to the Minor, 1.-It wouldbe butan unbanfome thingin-
their. owa. hearing., for Preachers to take their Texts out of:
the Canons-or Decretals, and preach thefe day afcer day to-

the people : which yet they have nced-to do manya year, if

the obedicnce of them be our neceflary- duty. 2. Minifters-
are commanded to- preachonly the Gofpel, and. it is faid to-
be fufticient or able to make us perfe®, and build usup to fal--

vation. Therefore we need not preach the Canons or Decretals.

Argum. 18. While a Vifible Head cannot be agreed on-even by
thofe that wonld bave the Chmrch unitedin fuch a Head, it 2
all one to them as sf there wereno [nch Head, andthe union flillis-

snattainable by thems Bus cven among the Papifts themfelves .
a Vifible Head is not , cannot be agreedon i Tb}r.efate, &e.

- What good will it do to fay we muft center fome where, -

and know not where, and obey fome body, and know not.

who ? The Jtalians and Spanifh make the Pope the Infallible -
Head, and fay a General Council without him may err, andis -
buc the body. The French make the Council the Head , and,
fay the Pope may err and that the infallibility. (fach as they
plead for) isin the Council. Itisnot & Head, but this-Head.

ix [pecse o that is the. form of the Church, if any fuch-
be A_nd_ therefore. they muflt needs ( according .to theic.”
own principles) be of. divers Churches , while- they place the -

Soveraignty in. feveral  forts-and perfons: Till they better-

agree-:
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agree among tbemfelves in their Fundamentals and Effentials
of the Church, we have fmall encouragement to think of uniting
on any of their grounds, ;

Atgum. 19. The Soveraign Power o Headfbip over the
Church isa thing undonbredly vevealeed in the Holy Scriptare
(¥or wecannot imagine thac che Seripture fhould be filentin fo
weighty a point, wichout intolerable accufation of it. ) 7h¢
Soveraign Power or Headfbip of Pope or Conmcil vs #ot revealed
3% the Holy Scriptare. Therefore, &c. :

They havenot yet produced a Text to prove either of them.
T.hofg produced by the Zzalians for the Popes Headfhip , are
dxfc!atmed.by the French, as meaning no fuch thiog; and our
Writers have largely manifetted their abufing of the Text. So
have they done of thofe thar ate broughe for the Headfhip ‘3‘
Councils. Thefe texts are fpoke to fo fully by Chamier, whi-
taker, Amefius, and sbundance more, that Ighink igin vain to

o ichere again. Thae'of 1 Zm. 3.75. that the Church is the
pillar and ground of Truch, dothnot ipeaka word of s General
Couicil, nor a word of Headfhip - The whole Chorch united
in Chrift, is the Pillar and Ground,thatis, the certain Receptacle

aad retainer of the Truth, the Law of Chrift being written, in »

their hearts, ; ’
None feemsmore to favour their concecit then Ephe/.4.15,16.
which Grerins faftens on: But.even that is againft them,and not

"~ for them. For 1.Itis Chrift and only Chrift that is here faid to be

thehead , and all-ocher pares contradiftinguifhed, and gxcludeé
from Headfhip , and: the Bodyis not faid to be united in tem-
5. Andiitis by affociation, and'mutus! communication of their

feveral gifts,that chie parts are compated together and edifie the .

whole; and net by meeting in any one, and deriving from f.
Obje@. But were not the Apoftles General-Officers, and o the

* (burch wwited in Gemeval officers?  Anfw. This is litle 0 the

Queftion. For 1. the Apofties had one'among themto be the
Soveraign or Head of the reft but were of equal power. 2- I\}O:
did s major part of their whole number make fucha Head ‘:e
the Church to unitein, nordo we read that ever a Major ?;e 4
carryed it among them againft a Minor ; for they were all g_ﬂth us
by the Spirit. Yet its true that they met ofter together

s General Council can. 2, The Apoftles ag excraordinarily

qualified




