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be excommunicated, the Synods of neighbour Paftors areto do 
as much of that as is to be dnn*» \xru Y 7 . o r s a r e t 0 G 0 

of fuch Councils at ( b c h r . t « f I T r"!? f « N « f f i i y 
nefsinhittimewat c roJn fn l ^ * ^ w f f a , d t h » drunken-
cil to fuDDrefsTr r ^ u i f t r o ' J 6 . t h " t h <™ ">uft be a Coun. 
k e n n e f s W h o r L ™ r t h < y do <uch feats a, to cureDrun-
them W h o r e d o m • c<>vetoufnefs, Pride, I would be foe 

A ^ G l T l ? T i Z ^ t d r i t

f

m u f t , b e a 

inn th.ru I V i , . w o u W b e guilty of crue ty and deftrov-
affrefatd C h r ' f t ' b ? k ' » i ° g f° ™ny oftbe P a f t " ™ 

of the L S . I i " h o m r - What will become 

fiefli «nH rhl «Z u I r t 0 t h c t e mPtations of their own 
J 2 a , n d ^ W O r ' d ' b c , n S for ^ n or twenty years, or for ever 
/ P r C d ^ f C r h e i r P a f t ° r s under pretenfe of a General Coundl ? 
f h l v n V n r h J p f a C m i M h E p i f t / e t c , l $ t I l e Wef te rn Biftiops, that 
hem For f l h U ^ T C ° m e t 0 f 0 l i c i t e t h e i r ° * » « S f i wirh 

moment leave bit Church, he prefently lea veth his people to 
deceivers. And on this ground he (hews that they could not 
io much as fpare Bifliops to be mecr Meflcngers to them; 
Much lefs could they havefpared a mfficient number to ftav 
feven or ten years together. I f any think that fuch Necef-
fi ties are unufuall he knows not the world. And Conn-
cils are moft ufefull .fever,when neceffities are greateft. 

3 • In Councils things are carried by Vote?: and fo v4**J/ts9 

Armema, Mexico and places fo remote that they can fend but 

w t o t ' t e ^ - ^ T i ^ ^ t h 3 t - r n e r ^ f t h e world 
T l f AIA? lSCSl[erd> t h a t c a n f e n d i n proportionally 
an hundred for one ; and fo under the name of a General Coun­
cil a rattion might promote any herefie or carnal intereft, 
and no Churches would be foeulaved as thofe that fend at the 
deareft rates Italy and a few more parts, at Trent, would 
over-vote all the Churches of Eafl: and South, and fee up what 
interefUr opinion they pleafc : And fo if one corner of the 
ynurch can err, all may err, for all the Council. Where there 
is an equal intereft, there fhould be an equal power in Councils: 
which will certainly be ocherwife 4. I f 

http://th.ru


A %ey for QatholkKs. 4 1 j 

4- I f the Pope be he that tnuft call General Councils, we (hail 
have none, t i l l it will ftand with his intereft. And i f he have not 
the power of calling them, no one elfe hath, for none pretendeth 
to i t . And if they muft be called by universal content, three 
hundred years is little enough for all the world to treat of the 
time, place, and other circumftances, and content. 

5- And if the Pope muft call them, he will eafily by the very 
choice of the place, procure the accomphfoment of his own 
deli n 

e6?Thofe that think it the Popes prerogative to call a Council, 
do alfo-affirra (as I before (hewed in the exprefs words of Bm-
nim and others; that a Council hath no more power then the 
Pope will give them, and that when they are convened by him, 
and have done their work, it is all of no Validity , i f he allow i t 
nor.- I f he approve one half, that half is valid, and his appro­
bation will make their Decrees the Articles of our faith; when 
as. the other half which he difapproveth (hall not be worth a 
ftraw. And is it not a moft foolifti thing for all the world to 
put themfelves to fotnuch charge to defray the expenfes of their 
Bifhops, and hazzard their lives, and lofe their labours at home 
for fo many years, and hazzard the Churches by their abfence, 
when for ought they know theBiftiops of the whole Chriftian 
world do but lofe all their labour, and nothing (hall be valid if 
they pleafe not the Pope of fame ? And is it not moft abomi­
nable juftice in him thus to put all the world to trouble, and 
coft,and feazzard the Churches and the Paftors lives/or nothing, 
when if the infallible fpirit be only in himfelf.be might have done 
the work himfelf, and faved all this coft and labour. 

7. By what Juftice (hall all the Catholick Church be obliged 
by the Decrees of fuch a General Council ? Is it by Law, or Con-
t rad ? I f by Law, it is by Divine Law,or by Humane. I f by 
Divine, let it be (hewed that ever God made fuch a Government 
for the Catholick Church, and then take all. I f by Humane 
Laws, it is icnpoflible, and therefore not to be affirmed. For 
no Humane Soveraign hath power to make Laws for all the 
world. I f you fay is it by contract, then 1. All thofe Nations 
that thought not meet to fend any Biftiops to the Council, will 
be free. 2. And fo will all thofe be that fent Bifhops who dif­
fered from the reft. For contract or Confent bindeth none 

but 
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but Comra&ers 0 r Confenters. And fo England is cot bound 
by the Council of Nice, Epbefm.Calcedon^Conftaminople.&c 

8. By what Juftice (hall any people be required to fend Dele 
gates,onfach terms as thefe to Councilor to ftand to their de­
finitions when they have done? When our faith and fouls are 
precioufer things then fo boldly to caft upon the truft of a few 
Delegates fo to be cbofen and employed ? What Bifhops other 
Countries will choofe, we know nor. And for our own, i . In 
almolt all Countries it is the Princes thatchoofe, or none muft 
bechofen but who they wi l l , which is allone. 2. Iftbe Bifhops 

•nu ' i t S t h o f e t h a c a r e n i S h e ^ w ' t n t n e fccnlar powtr that 
will have the choice, who perhaps may choofe fuch as are con­
trary to the judgement ofrooft of that Church that isthoaghc 
to choofe them. Moft Nations have a Clergy much at difference. 
The Remonftrants and Contramonftrants in Holland would noi 
have chofen like members for theSynod.In the Bifhops days men 
of one mind were chofen here in England to Convocations : The 
next year we had a Learned Alterably that put down the Pre­
lacy, for which a Convocation had formed an Oath to be impof-
ed on all Minifters bat a little before. And why fhould the judg­
ment of the Prelates be taken for the judgement if the Church 
of England, any more then the other, when for number, learn­
ing and piety ( t o fay the leaft) they had no advantage (laying 
afide ignorant, ungodly men, in point of number. ; Till the 
Spanifh match began to be treated on, the Bifhops of England 
were ten,if not twenty to one Auguftinians, Calvinifts, or An-
tiarminians : Now the Arminians would be thought the 
Church of England , and their doftrine , agreeable to the 
doftrine of that Church. Would they not accordingly have 
differed, i f they had been fcnt to a General Council ? How bit­
terly are the Articles of the Church of Ireland decryed by the 
Arminian Bifhops fince fprung up both in Ireland and England? 
fothat i f Delegates be fent to any Council, they mayfpeak the 
minds of thofe that fent them, ( which perhaps is the King,or a 
fmall prevailing party,) but not of the reft * ( which perhaps 
may the beft and molt. ) I f Jeremiah of Constantinople be of a 

Council, he will go one way. I f Cyril be of a Council, he will 
go another way : And his counterfeit SuccelTor undo whit he 
did. 

9 No 
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9- No Church that fendeth three or four Bifhops to r e p r e -
fent a thoufaod or two thoufand Paftors, can be fure how thofe 
Bilhops will carry it when they come thither. For ought we 
know they may betray our caufe, and crofs their mfiructions: 
They may be perverted by the reafonings of erroneous men, or 
bribed by the powerful!: And to caft our faith on fo flender an. 
affurance^is little wifdom. , 

10. I f confent only bind us to the Decrees of Councils ( to 
fubmittothem as our Rule. ; then is Poftenty bound that 
did not confent as their Fathers did or are they not ? I f not, 
we arc free f I f yea, by what bond? And then why do not the 
GrotUns in Ireland and England obey the Antiarminian Decrees 
of the Churches in both ? Did not the Church of England fend 
Bifhop Carlton,Biftiop H4//,Bifhop Davenant ( afterward a Bi-
{hop) Dr.Ward.Dr.Goadflnd BalcanqhallEplkop&l Divines to 
the Synod of Dort^nd fo England was a part of that SynodPAnd 
yet the Grotlans and Armimans think not themfelves bound to 
receive the Doctrine of chat Synod, nor to forbear reproach­
ing it . 

11. I t iJ unjuft that any ( efpecially moft ) of the Churches 
fhouldbe obliged by the votes of others , and oppreffedby 
Majority, meerly becaufe their diftance, or poverty ,or the age, 
or weaknefs of their Paftors difableth them to fend any , or an 
equal number, or to defray the charge of their abode> &c. Ah 
if good Pope Zacharj, or Archbiftiop Boniface had confidercd 
that the effence or unity of the Church didconfift in a General 
Council,that muft be fetched partly from the Antipodes, they 
would have thought better on it before they had excommuni­
cated Virgilim,for faying that there were Antipodes,or quod ali-
fts mutidus, & alii homines funt fub terras. Dr. Heylin tels us 
in his Geography ̂ Lib.l. pag.2%. that Bede ( de ratione tempore 
cap. 32.) callethita fable that there are Antipodes, and not 
to be believed : and adds that Augu$m^L(iZlantius fome 
other of the Learned ofthofe better times condemned it as a ridi­
culous incredible fable, whofe words ( faith he ) I could put 
down at large, did 1 think it neceflary. j And did that age 
dream that the Being or Unity of the Church, or the falvation 
of the Believers foul depended on this Article, that a General 
Council, partly called from the Antipodes muft be the Churches 

H h h Head 
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k n l i \ V d ^ ? ° T \ ? r t h a t t b e P ° P e a > I e a f t nuf t ! * « • 
fi^ttfh? A • 0 b f y € d b y c v c r y C h r i f t i a n f o u l that will be 

231 u n T r f t S f ° ? m ° n S f o r ^mpaffing the world,ifmen 
earrh fn f ° d , t h a t , T h e n t h c G o f P e l i s V e a d through the 
W H S T 7 ^ ^ 8 ^ 1 0 1 ^ o r d i ^ i l y take half fuch 
of J M ° y c g e s t 0 d o t h e i r bofoitff. ^ the Decree 
G r n 7 r f l r r a n C l l . , 0 f "ad been executed, to have had a 
r i m * . r a i L o u n

J

e i 1 every ten years, many would fcarce have had 
wne to go and come. But the charitable Church of Rome hath 
^una outa Remedy, not only by the rarity of their Councils 
i r n d i m r ^ d e c

k

r e e w ^ t they will to the contrary; butalfoby 
condemmng the moft of the Churches,and the remoteft,as Here-

Jri l ^ M S 8 m t 0 m * t 0 f a V C t h € m 3 i 0 U r n C y l° 
/ 2 -Moreover fuch Councils are un/uft, becaufe of the muM* 

tuae of Bifhops that muft there meet and cannot be heard fpeak. 
h " f e , f t a n < * e t h already, there are many more Bifhops in 

tne world then can meet.and fpeak, and hear in one, or two, or 
tnree Aflembhes: And many thoufand more may be made. I f 
1 mould fay that all the Redors of particular Churches, whom 
they call Parifh Presbyters, are Bifhops,and have votes in Coun­
cils, they would eafilyer deny it then difprove i t , or invalidate 
the proofs already brought: But ( to proceed on their own 
grounds) me thinks they that make him a Bifhop who hath 
Presbyters and Deacons under him , fhould admit all thofe 
Paftors of particular Churches thac have Presbyters under 
them, as their Curates, which are many. Or i f they fay that 
only Cities muft have Bifhops, yet muft they on their own 
grounds admit a Bifhop for each City : And i f every City in a 
few Kingdoms in Europe bad a Bifhop in the Council, there 
would be no room for all the reft of the world. But how prove 
they that Countrey Parifhes may not have Bifhops ? Why may 
not ( on their own grounds) every four or fix parifhes have 
one ? Hath God forbid it ? where ? and when ? fure they will not 
fey it is of Divine inftitution that a Bifhop have j u f t f o many 
Parifhes and Presbyters under him, and neither more nor Jeff-
The number is confeft to be left undetermined. And what i f 
Chriftian Princes, B ifhops and people agree to fettle Bifnops in 

every 
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elude them from a General Council ? I f they fay, by the Canons auaetnemtroma oene^ X n o f e Canons are contrary 
ot former C o u n c i l s ; o n c a n o t h e r . 3 . They them-
to Scripture. 2. They contraou* CmmdU A. Thofe 
toves So not obey the Canons of many E t a [ t a f f 
Councils Have no P 0 ^ " ^ *ev w.Tf y command to 

dain them any ^ ^ ^ ° U J ^ z 3 . Understand 
^ S ^ ^ l ^ 4 i a « follow that Pref-
byters muft be ordained no where but in Cities: What if I can 
prove that theApoftles never gathered a foftmn Affembly of 
Chriftians for Divine Worftiip any where but in Cities- or 
that they never adm'miftred the Lords Supper anywhere butsa 
Cities? will it follow that therefore we oughX not to Affemble or 
adminifter the Sacrament any where but iri Cities ? But what if 
this were granted? they cannot deny but every corporation,fuch 
as moft ofourBurroughs and Market Towns in England are}may 
truly be called Cities in that Scripture fence. And if every fiich 
City had a Bi(hop,Even England', France, Germany,and Italy & 
little fpot of the world, would make Bifhops enough for two or 
three Councils^nd more then could Affemble and do the work. 

Twofliifts they have sgainft the over-greatnefs of the num­
ber. One is the courfenow taken : to have but one Biftiop 
over many Cities, and a very large Circuit of the Countrey. 

The other is,to depute One out of many from every Counttey 
to reprefent the reft ; and fo it fhall be a Reprefentative General 
Council, though not a Real But for the f i r f t , j . Who hath au­
thority to make fuch diminutions? 2. What i f thofe that are 
fuppofed to have that authority^ fnall be otberwife minded ? 
3.Its apparently againft the Word o f € o d , and tendeth to the 
fruftrating of the Office thattrue ^ifhopXiliQuld be to rare. By 
their own Rule, each City fhouid have one. And let Brerewoods 
Enquiries, or any fuch writers help you tocohje&ure how ma­
ny that would be. 

And for the other Way, 1. A Representative General Coun­
cils another thing, ^uite different 'from' a Real, z.What word 
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ef God have they to prove fuch a Reprefentative CoonciT? 
Doubtlefs none: And will they give us a Church form.and center 
oi Unity ,meerly of their own brains,upon fuppofition thai it is 
prudential? Men are of exceeding different degrees of 
nnaerltandmg , and of different Judgements actually: f 0 that 
^'Z'?^1*** fto»W fend one,or two,or ten men to reprefent 
the reft to a General Council, its more thenpoffible that they 
may give their judgements in many points fo far contrary to the 
minds of thofe that fent them,that twenty or an hundred to one 
at home may be againft them. For we cannot fend our under-
ftandings and all our reafons with them to the Council when 
we fend them. And fo no man can fay that any fuch Council 
doth exprefs the mind of the greater part of the Church. 4, By 
this rule you may reduce a General Council to a dozen men, 
or fo the four or five Patriarks: For all the reft may choofe 
them as their reprefentatives. 5. But its not to be expected that 
all-theChurches fhould be fatisfied of the Uwfu/nefsorfitnefi 
of fuch fubflitutions and representations: And therefore they 
will not eonfent or eled men for fuch a power and work; And 
who may juftly force them ? 

13,. Moreover fuch Councils are unj'uft, becaufe there can be 
no juit fatisfa&ion given by men that live at fo vaft a diftance, 
that this great number that come thither arc truly Bifhops; 
yea.or Presbyters either. Its not poffible under many years 
time, fo much as to take any fatisfa&ory account of their ordi­
nation, and abiding in that office, and the truth of their depu­
tations or elections. And when (in their elected Reprefentative 
Councils ) there will be perpetual controverfies between feve-
ral parties ( as there is in Parliaments) whether it be this man 
or thac which is cruly elected, in how many years will all thefe 
be decided, before they begin their work ? So that I may well 
conclude,Iayingall thefe feven confederations together, the di-
ftance of places, che age and ftateof the Bifhops, the ftate of 
the Civil Governments which they live under, their neceftary 
labours at hofoe, and the mine that will befall their Churches 
by fomuch abfence , the diverfity of their languages , the 
multitude of the Bifhops, and the difficulty of knowing the 
Ordination and Qualifications of perfons*fo remote to prove 
rJieic capacity, Ifay all thefe together do glainly (hew thai fscj* 
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General Councils are impofiibie and unjuft : and therefore not 
the (tandin^Government or form of the Church,or the center of 
its Unity. , , 

Argum.4. As the Synod it [elf is impoffible.needlefs^nd unjufi; 
fo it is Impoffible that they fhould do the work of a Head or Soye~ 
raign Power tif they could Affemble: therefore they are not appoint­
ed thereunto. 

The Antecedent is pardy manifeft by whal is faid from their 
different languages and other considerations. Moreover t . The 
perfons that will have appeals to tbem,and caufes to be j udged ( i f 
really they will do the work of a Soveraign Power and Judge) 
will befo many millions, that there will be no room for them I r w a s o n & . 
about their doors, nor any leifure in many years to hear their o f t h e 

caufes. I f you fay, I t was not fo in former Councils, I anfwer, Reafons 
that is beeaufe they were not truly General, or were called in of the 
fuch times when the Church did lie in a narrow e o m p a f s M f ^ J ™ ^ 
not in fuch remote parts of the world; and becaufe they were f ^ ^ m 

alTembled indeed but occafionally,to advife upon and determine to prove 
fomeone particular mans cafe, or few, and never took upon the invali-
thera to be the Soveraign power or head of the Church, or its ef- d i t y °f c ' i e 

fentiai form or Center of Unity. 2. Thefe millions of perfons 
that have fo many caufes, will have fo far to travail, that it will £ ^ " u ^ . 
put them to great coft and labour to come and attend and bring on appeal $ 
all their witneffes. And if they be not founder bodyed then from other 
our Englifti Souldiers, the poor people of Mexico and other Countries? 
parts of thofe Indies ( t o look no further ) will be a great part th^wi?-
of them dead by the way before they can reach the General nefsnecef-
Council, e. g. if it (hould be in the midft of Europe. 3. And the &»7 t o a 

Council will not be competent Judges of fo many caufes which i u f t ^ f " 
by diflance roult needs be much unknown in many weighty f a r 

Circumftarces, whofe cognifanceis neceffary. 4. And laftly, 5 

fuch Councils will fit fo feldom, that the work will be undone. 
Argum. 5.. If Ged had intended that fuch a Council fhouid have 

been the formof his Church, or the neceffary (jcvernour of ity he 
would have acquainted us with his will concerning fome certain 
Pofter to ftmmanthem^ (or would have authorized fome or other to> 
callfah a Council), Eat he hath not acquainted us with his will 
herein; wr authorized any to call fuch a Council: therefore & 
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T^°ChVX'm ^ i t J t J O u U h ^fom7or nectary Governor 
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A

y / t ^ ^ ^ m u f t c a , , t h e m ? TheP^ ,p re -
foted lono ,«« 1 5 v o l u m i n o u f l y and unanfwerably coo-

fince ha K C ? « U ^ l s W e r e c a I l e d % ^ Emperors.and many 
f i v ? h « I K T C a ! l e d b J E m P ^ u r s and Cardinal,. And i f you 
fay £ha ,t belongs to the Emperour, I anfwer, what hath he to 
JFAA T m ° l t h t f u b J e A s o f French, Spaniards, Turk, 
Un\ZT\r & C i A n d ^ t h * i c aPPears that we never had true 
wo Ik\ F : J h G y w e r e but General as to the Roman 
7bVimn,.P,rC-., F , ° r . f W h o e v e r P r e c i d ^ ) « i s certain that 
£ l r ! TrrS C a l l e d t h € m - A n d had Cenftantine,Mar. 
nan, Thcodofms, or any Roman Emperonr to do,to call the fub-
/ev.s in India, zAzthiopia, Terfia, &c. to a Council? Nor de 
facto, was there any fuch thing done. Is it not a wonderfull thing 
thai.the Pope and all his followers fhouid be.or fecm fo blinded 
to this day as to take the Empire for the whole earth, or the Ro­
man world for all the Chriftian world \ yet this is their all. I f 
you fay that it muft be done by the con fent of Princes, then either 
otCbriJitan Princes or of aiL I f of the Chriftian only,you muft 
exclude the Bifhops that are under Mahometan and Heathen 
Pnnces, and then i t will be no General Council; efpecially i f it 
be now as it was in the time of Jacob k Vitriaco the Popes Legate 
m tne t a i t , who faith that the Chriftians of the Eafterly parts 
tfAfia alone, exceeded in number the Chriftians both of the 
is-reek and Latine Churches. And whether it be all Princes, or 
only Chriftian Princes that fhould confent, who can tell whether 
ever it will be ? God hath not promifed to lead them to fuch 
a confent.- And they are unlikely ofchemfelves, as being many 
and diftant, and of different interefts and apprehenfions, and 
ufualiy in wars with one another, fo that i f an age fhould be 
fpent in treating of a General Council among them,its ten to one 
that the treaty wilfbein vain , and its next to an impoffibilicy 
thzt all fhould confent. Befides; no man can fhew a Commiffi° n 

from God to enable them, and only them to fuch a work. 
But i f you f ^ that it muft be done by the confent of the BifhW 

fctatfelves, fiipimpoffibiiity ( moral) is apparent, who will 
be 
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be found that will be at the coft and pains to agitate the bufinefs 
among them? Noene can appoint the time and pfece but by 
confent of the reft. Who doth it belong t o , to travail to the 
Indies, Ethiopia, <t/£g)pt, Paleftine, and all the reft of the 
world, to treate with the Bifhops about the time and place of 
a Council? And how many lives muft he have that fhall doit? 
And when he flndeth them of a hundred minds, what coarfe 
fiiall he take, and how many more journies about the world 
muft he make,to bring them to an agreement? Bat I am afhamed 
to beftow more words on fo evident a cafe. 

Argum. 6. The Head or Soveraign of the Church ( as of every 
body Politick.) hath the Legiflative Power over the whole. The 
Pope or a General Council have not the Legiflative Power over the 
whole. Therefore the Pope or general Council are not the head or 
Soveraigns of the Church. 

The Major is of unquestionable verity in Politicks. Le­
gislation is the firft and chief work of Soveraignty. 

TheMinoris proved, i . ^dhominemby theconfeffion of the ThePa-
chief Opponents , Cjrotitu de Imperio fummar. pot eft. doth pur- pifts con-
pofely maintain i t : and fo do others; ( See of this Lud. Moli- f e f s t h a t 

nam new Book fuppofed againft the Presbyterians: his Para- c ^ d ? 
nefis.) 2. It is the high Prerogative of Chrift the true King cannot1 

and Soveraign of the Church, which none muft arrogate. He make new 
was faithfull in all his houfe as was Mofes. His Law is perfect : Articles of 
I t is fufficient to make the man of God perfect : even a fuffici- f a i t h W ^ 
ent rule of faith and l i fe : No roan muft add thereto, nor takeZ 
ought therefrom , but do whatfeever he hath commanded, Deut. And they 
12. 32. To the Law and to the Teflimony : if they fpeak not^ythcv 

according tothefe,it is becaufe there is no light in them, Ifa. JSvefhv-

v^nject. But men may make Bylaws under Chrift and his the do-
Laws.Anfw. True: but as thofe are in this cafe no proper Laws, cbrinesa 
fo no man or men may make them for the Unverfal Church. For w^'ich 

t- ? ^ e f s o f t h o f e L a w s i s o n l y to determine of circumftances^. 
which God hath made necelTary ingenere, and left to the deter­
mination of men in facie: And we may w§!l know that there 
msfome fpecialrealon why Chrift did not determine of thefe 
himfelf. And the reafon is plain > even becaufe that they depend: 
Crouch on thtfeveral ftates, capacities, c u f t o m s ^ ^ of men3, 

that 
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that they arc to be varied accordingly in feveral times and 
places. Ifone (landing Law would have fitted all the world,or 
all ages in thefe matters, Chrift would have made it himfelf. 

?X r t U y h e t B a k e s f o m c Laws, and negled others that arc 
or tne like kind, and might as well have been done by himfelf, 
you make him imperfe& a n d inefficient to his work. And i f 
it be not fit that one Univcrfal Law be made for the world, 
tnen a Council muft not make ir. 

And as the fufficiency of Chrifts law,fo the nature of the things 
declares i t , that thefe matters muft not be determined of by an 
univerfal Law. Should there be anuniverfai Law to determine 
what day of the week, or wbat hour of the day every Le&ure 
or occafional Sermon fhall be on ? Or what place every Con-
gregation fhall meet in ? Or where the Minifter fhall ft and to 
preacb? Or what Chapters he fhould read each day? Or what 
1 ext he fhould preach on ? or how long ? Whether by an hour-
glafs or without ? in what habit of apparrel particularly ( when 
many a poor man muft wear fuch as he can get) yea or what ge-
ltures or poftures of body to ufe ( when that gefture in one 
Countrey fignifieth reverence, which in another rather figni: 
fieth neglcdt ) with abundance the like. 

And the fame is plain from the naeure of the Paftoral office. 
Every Bifhop or Paftor is made by Chrift the Ruler of the flock 
in fuch cafes,and they are bound to obey him, Htb.il. 17. And 
therefore a General Council muft leave them their work to do 
which Chrift hath put upon them, and not take it out of their 
hands x efpecially when being in the place, and feeing the varie­
ty of circumftances, they are more competent fudges then a Ge­
neral Council at fuch diftance. 

The plain truth is, Chrift hath left them none of that work 
to do which belongeth to a Head or Sovereign, but they make 
work for themfelves, that there may feem to be a Neceffity of a 
power to do it. The Church needeth none of their Laws. Let 
m have but the Holy Scriptures, and the Law of Nature, and 
the civil Laws of men, and the guidance of particular Paftors 
pro tempore, and the fraternal Confutations and Agreements of 
Councils,nottomakeany more work, but to do this forefa* 
work unanimoufly, and the Church can bear no morej t . n r " ' 
k nothing left for Legiflators Ecclefiaftical to do. Wc can fp 

there 
are 

their 
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their Laws, and therefore their power and work. Their bufi-
nefsisbut to make fnares and burdens for osj and therefore we 
can lire without thero, an<* cannot believe that the felicity, or 
unity ,or efTence of the Church confifteth in them. 

Argum. 7. Alltheinferiorofficers do derive their power f rem 
the fnpream. All the other officers of the Catholic^ Church do 
not derive their power from the Pope or a General Council: therefore 
a Pope or General Council are mt the fupream. 

The Major is an unqueftioned Maxime in Politicks. Its ef-
fential to tbe$overeaign to be the fountain of power to all under 
him. Yea if it be but a deputed derived Sovereignty ,fecundum 
qmd fo called, as the Viceroy of Mexico, Naples, &c. yet fo far 
he muft be the fountain of all inferiour power. 

The Minor is maintained by moft Chriftiansin the world. 
Every Bifhop or Presbyter bath his power immediately from 
Jefus Chrift as the Efficient caufe, though man muft be anocta-
Goa or caufa ftMfquaMon, or peraccidms. The Italian Bilhops 
lu / ° 0 u n c i 1 o f T r e u t c o u I d not carry it againft the Spaniards 
that the Pope only as Head was immediately jure divim^nd the' 
reft but mediante 'Papa. 

Moreover it iseafie to prove out of Scripture that God never 
*et up any Soveraign power in his Church ( perfonal or colle­
ctive; to be the fountain of all other Church power nor fendeth 
us to have recourfe to any fuch for i t .Nor can they prove fuch a 
power, on whom it is incumbent. 

And laftly its moft eafie to prove defaclo,ihzt the Biftiops or 

c f f i ' Z T 1 0 K h ? A V e r a l G h u r c h e s i n t h e ^ not re-
X t L r n l d

n ° p

n o ^ o l ^ ^ r power from any fuch vifible Head, 
whether Pope or Council. Though the Popelings do vet fo 
donotallthereft of the Chriftian world. W h o l e not t £ r e -
tore no Minifters or no Church of Chr i f t , whatever thefe 
r h l \ ^ - n m e " a n d Pret€nders may imagine v Nor are all 
cne Mmifteriai actions in the World null , which are not done 
of r h ^ W e r ° m h i m * A r r i l e v e n t h e P a P i r t s themfelves will few 
f r M ! n P r e t C r J t 0 receive their feveral powers of Priefthood 
L » T ° c n . c r a i C o « n c i l . This therefore is not the Sovereign 
power, cr headoftheChurch. b 

"fivftuJ ^ H e f 4 " so™™g»Pw the finally de-
f*agement, and w great caufes all muft, or may appeal to 

I * * them. 
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them. A General Council hath not the finally decifive judgement* 
nor may all men in great caufes appeal to them. Therefore a Gene­
ral Council is not the Bead or Soveraign power. 

The Major is undenyable. The Minor is proved, I , In that 
it is not known, nor hath the world any rule or way to know 
in what cafes we muft appeal to a General Council, and what 
not; and what is their proper work. 2. In that an appeal to 
them isanabfolute evafionof the guilty r and in vain to the 
innocent, becaufe of the rarity of fuch Councils, or rather the 
nullity. 3. Becaufe the profccuting of fuch an Appeal is impof-
fible to moft of the world (as is before fhewed,) and were it 
poffible, it would be fo tedious and laborious a courfe , that its 
ridiculous in moft to mention fuch Appeals. 

Argum. 9. The Soveraign or Head of the Church (at of 
every Body Politick,) hath power to deprive and denude any 
other of their power. The Pope or General Council hath not 
power to do fo : therefore they are not of the Head or Soveraigns 
of the Church. 

The Major is a known principle in polity : He that giveth 
power, can take it away ; And it's confeffed by the Opponents 
in this cafe. 

The Minor I prove, U Becaufe clfc it would be in the power 
of the Pope or Council, whether Chrift fhall have any Miniftry 
and Church or not. They may at leaft make havock of it at 
pleafure. But that's falfe. 2. As is before faid, we receive not 
our power from them: therefore they cannot take it from us. 
3. TheHolyGhoftdothmakeusOver-fecrsof the flock, AU. 
20.28. and lay a Neceffity on us, and denounce a woe againft 
us, i f we preach not the Gofpel: and hath no where given us 
leave to give over his work, i f the Pope or a Council fhall forbid 
us. 4. And they can fhew no Commiffion from Chrift that 
giveth them fuch a power. 

Arg . 10. J} it VPere the form or B fence of the Church to have 
a humane vipble Head, then our Relation to fuch a head wauldbe 
ejfential to our Memberfhip or Chrifiianity, But the Consequence' 
ufalfex therefore fo is the Antecedent. 

Thefalfenefsofthe confequent is apparent, %. In that it cru­
elly and ungroundedly unchrifteneth all that do not believe in 
ftch a viftble Head : That i s , thegreateft part by far ot tn® 
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Cbriftians in the world; And 2. By theenfuing argument :And 
the neceifity of the confequence is evident of it lei*. 

Argum. i i . Iffuch avifible Headwere efjential to the Church, 
andfo to our rhriftianity, then fhmld we all bti Baptized into the 
Pope or a General Council \ as truly and necefartl) as we are bap. 
tized into the Church. But we neither are nor ought to be fa-
baptized into the Pope or a General Council; \ therefore they are not 
ejfential to the Church or our Chriflianity. 

The Mor (viz the Confequence; is clear, and not denyed 
by thePapifts, who affirm that Baptifm engagtth the baptized 
to the Pope. He that is united to the body,is united to the head: 
he that is lifted into the Army, is lifted to and under the Gene­
ral. He that is entred into the Common-wealth,is engaged to the 
Soveraign thereof. 

But that we are not baptized to the Pope or a General Coun­
cil,isproved, I . Becaufe neither the form of Baptifm, nor any 
word in Scripture doth affirm fuch a thing. 2 No perfons in 
Scripture times were fo baptized : Men were baptized before 
there was a Pope at Rome, or a General Council. And afterward 
none were baptized to them, atleaftfor many hundred years : 
otherwife then as they were.entred into the particular Church 
of Rome, who were Inhabitants there. 3. Never any was bap­
tized to Peter or Panl,or any of the Apoftles .faith Paul,i Cor, 
i . 13. was Paul crucified for you* or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul? They rauft be baptized into the name of no v i -
fible Head, but him that was crucified for them. 4, The A-
poftle fully refolveth all the doubt, 1 (for. 12.defcribing the body 
into which we are baptized; ver. 13. And heentitleth it from 
the head, Chrift, verf. 12, but acknowledged no other head, 
either co-equal with Chrift, or fubordinate : The higheft of the 
other members are called by Paulhut eyes and hands, and thus 
Apoftles, Prophets,Teachers, Miracles, gifts of healing, helps, 
Governments, arc only faid to be fet in the Church, as eyes and 
hands in the body •, but not over the Church u the Head or So-
veraign Power.- ver. 17,18,19,28,29. fo that though he that 
is baptized into the Churcb,is baptized into an Organical body, 
and related to the Paftors, as to hands and eyes, yet not as 
toa head , nor as to a reprefentative body neither. And me 
thinks neither Pope nor Council (hould pwcend to be more then 

I i i 2 Apoftles, 
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Apoftles PropheM,and Teachers, and Governments. I f the form 
of bapttfm had but delivered down the authority of the Pope or 
I ^ ? , n i ! t i U , l h c a u * o r i t y and name of the Father, Son, 
J ^ J f T X l I Tradition would have been a tolerable Area-
S i n ; 1 i ^ V , * 0 U & h S c r iP<ure had been filent. But when the 
S n / \ k l f i s fite»e, a n <* ^ i s a marine fo mon-

I T i V ? r a n g C , t 0 t h c P r i r a i t i v c Chnrch, that all the bap-
nl t ^ A T™t t 0 t h e P ° P C or a General Council, I know 
no remedy but they muft both put up their pretenfes! 
W 8 T I 2 ' Tht£S^ctof the Church into which they wen 
t i l t °f t h e d°&"»t»h>ch the Catechumenivm 
T i t ' (and4ll*'*g<lh°»U learn) before their baptifm. The 

ttrme which (by the Primitive Church) /^Catcchumeni were 
taught, andougnt to learn, before their baptifm. Therefore the So> 
veraigntj or Head/hip of Pope or Council was mot then take* » 
be of the Efftnce of the Church. 

The Ma/or is evident, i . In that the Catholick Church was in 
the Creed : and it's effcntials there briefly exprefled in thofe 
terms [Holy CatholickfChurch, and Communion of Saints.'} 2. In 
that Church Hiftory fully acqaainteth us that it was the pra&ice 
of the Catethifts and other Teachers to open the Creed to them 
before they baptized them, and therein the Article of thc Catho­
lic^ Church, and the Communion of Saints. 

The Minor is proved by an induction o f all the Records of 
tnofe times, which in grofs may now fufficc according to our 
prefent intended brevity to be mentioned. There if no one 
Writer of many hundred years , no not Origen, Tertullian, 
hentus, or any other that purpofcly recite thc Churches be­
lief which the Catechumeni were taught, nor Cyril, (or John) 
Hierofil. or any other who open thofc Articles to the Catechu­
mens, that ever once mention thc iDodrine of the Headship 
of the Pope or Council, when they open thc Article of the Ca~ 
tholick^Church; nor yet at any other time. I f they affirm thai 
they did, let them prove it i f they can. 

Arguro. 13. AsitishighTreafonina Republic^ to deny tbt 
Saver aign, and to be cut of from him, is to be cut off from the Co"' 
menwealth; fo it would be a damning unchriflening fi* to deny 
the Headfhipof the Pope or General Council, if thejw«t ****** 

the 
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the Head of the church. But it is no fuch damning nnchri* 
ftening fin; Therefore they are not the Head of"the Church, a 

The Major is plain from the Nature of Sovereignty. The 
Minor is certainly proved, i . Becaufe it is never mentioned 
in Scripture, nor any ancient Writer for many hundred years, as 
a ftate o f Apoftafie, nor as a damning fin, nor as any fin, to de­
ny the faid Headlhip of the Pope or Council. 2. Becaufe elfe 
moft of the Chriftians of the world at this day are Apoftates 
and unchriftened ; Or i f that fcem a tolerable conclufion to 
the Romanics; Yet 3- Becaufe then Chrift had no Church for 
fome hundreds of years, which I know they will not think 
fo tolerable a conclufion-, For to dream that the ancient Chd-
ftians did know any Head of the Church but Chrift , or were 
engaged in loyalty to the Pope or Council,is a difeafe that few arc 
lyable to, except fuch as are ftrangcrs to the writings of thofe 
times,or fuch as read them with Roman fpe&acles, refolvcd what 
to find in them before hand. 

Argum. 14. exf// Chriftians are bound to ftudy or labor to 
be acquainted with the Laws of the Soveraign power of the 
Church: All Chriftians are not bound to ftudj or labor to be ac­
quainted with the Laws of Popes and Councils ; Therefore the 
laws of Popes and Councils are not the Laws of the Soverakn power 
of the Church. 6 r 

The Major is proved, \n that all fob^s muft obey the Law* 

£™ $ ™ n % l V ° T r l m t h c y C 8 n n o t o b £ y Znlcfi they know them. Therefore thcy are bound to endeavour to know 

a J r l f ^ w P ^ / J n t h a t t h e V ^ i n g written in Lathe 
S W . h l c h * v f Y fmall part of the Chriftians of the world 
flo underitand, and their Teachers not fufficientiy expounding 
tnem, and they being more copious and voluminous, rooreob-
icure and uncertain (of which next; then for all private Chri-
itians to underftand, rhe people cannot learn thefe, having 

thr nf r ° k d ° t 0 l e a r n G o d s W o r d - %' T h e P a P i f t s t h * c d e n y cne uie or the Holy Scriptures to the people in a known tongue 
and deny the neceffity of undemanding them, will fure fay the 
^ a W r L ' f e ' r c t a ! s a n d C a n o n s > u n , c r s t h<V mewi to fet them 
ap above the Scripture, as well as equal them thereto. 

A r & » n . i | . The Soveraign Head of the viftbleChurch and 
* Center ^ 



4-5° A I{ey for Catbolkks. 

cmer vf vwr ""''r- ^^Meuidin, that * U j ) ~ - ° t ^ M Z f i i 

mgj k»°i» it: The Pepe avdGeSifm^mclTaremt JHch, Thitt-
fore neither ofthem are the Bead «/ thc Viable Church.^ 

The Major is confeffed by the Opponents ; and it's plain , 
becaufe men cannot ebey an .unknown power. 

The Minor is known by common experience. For many a 
year together ("by Bellarmims confeflion ) learned and wife 
men could not tell which was the true Pope; yea their Councils 
could not tell. Moft of the Chriftian world to this day can­
not difcern his Commiffion for that power which he pretendei n 
to. A true General Council now no man can know, "can™ 
i t .is a »on em. Their pretended General Councils are lo r a v e " e " 
in confufion, that they arc not agreed among themfelves _wnicn 
arc indeed fuch, and which not : but many are rejected ana 
many fufpefted f o f which Sellarmine giveth us a lift) andtno 
thatone receiveth, another rejeaeth; ' " ^ ^ ^ ^ / " o a l d 
reieaed by moft of the Cbriftiao world; And wbep (omc w 

t*ke up with the four firft, and fomewith fix, iand feme w i h 
right, the Papifts deridingly ask 5 ^ > . * ^ J ^ t o M 
hath not as much authority now as it had then? M * " * ^ 

^ h f k n o r i s proved^y e x p e r i e n c e . ^ f i . 
are many unknown, and many proved forger.es f by A ^ 

• 3 frf. and many others; beyond all queft o r , and ^ firft 

them proved Laws to the ChurcD.^ ine I a n y 

C o u n c i l o r s are not agreed on among t h P a p i ^ 
other, are proved forgedU ^ " ^ 1 ° ° f l U Chriftians 
other fas I have (hewed «*../*?;.;. "J? ̂  c m i e m n e d the ge-
k n o w U a t t o obey? ^ . f f i S t o * * 
tore of kneeling on the Lords f

d i V ^ X , s Books" and many 
Lords Supper) thwead.ngof • k H * * " ? $ ° l a e r Councils 
fuch things which ate now taken forlawfol • g a e [ t ion-
ehat eonwadia the former, do feemto jnoft of more H 

http://forger.es
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able authority then they. And what Councils are to be re-
ceived and what rcjetted, they are not agreed amongthem . 
felves, nor have any certain Rule ^ o w . b ^ a w

r ^ ^ 
are agreed: Nor will their Popes or Councils ye 
thisgrUqueftion. So that Chrift ans are at a l o f s « n u , g 
thefeLaws, and know not which of them they are obliged b i s 

and which not. , T T , ; ^? t. 
Argum. 17. If the Pipe or Council be the Bead of the Church, 

then mufk their Lam be preached to the petplebythetr Teach­
ers. BHttheLwsof Popes and Councils need not be preached U 
the people by their Teachers'. Therefore;,&c. 

Thereafonof the Major is, becaufe the Laws that they mult 
obey in matters fpiritual in order to falvation,theMinifters mult 
preach to them. But thefe are pretended to be fuch: There* 
fore, &c. . . . 

As to the Minor, i . I t would be but an unhanfome thing in 
their own hearing, for Preachers to take their Texts out of 
the Canons or Decretals, and preach tbcfe day after day to 
the people: which yet they have need to do many ayear, i f 
the obedience of them be our necefTary duty. 2. Minifters • 
are commanded tr> preach only the Gofpel, and it is faid to 
be fufficientor able to make usperfed, and build us up to fal-
vation. Therefore we need not preach the Canons or Decretals. 

Argum. 18. While a ftfeble Head cannot be agreed on even by 
thofe that would have the Church united in fuch a Head , it is 
all one to them as if there were no fuch Head, and the union fiillh 
unattainable by them. "But even among the Pafifts' them felves 
a Vifble Head is not, cannot be agreedon: Thtrifove, & C 

What goodwill it do to fay we muft center fbmewhere, 
and know not where , and obey fomc body, and know not-
who ? The Italians and Spanifh make the Pope the Infallible 
Head, and fay a General Council without him may err, and is 
but the body. The French make the Council the Head, and. 
fay the Pope may err •, and that the infallibility ffuch as they 
plead for^ is in the Council. I t is not a Head , but this Head* 
in fpeck , that is, the form of the Church , i f any men-
be .• And therefore they muft needs ( according- to their 
own principles; be of divers Churches, while they place the? 
Suveraignty in feveral forts and pejfens. TtU they better 
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agree among themfelves i n their Fundamentals and EfTentials 
of the Church, we have fmall encouragement to think of uniting 
on any of their grounds, 

Argum. 19. The Soveraign Power or Btadfhip ever the 
Church is a thing undoubtedly revealeed in the Holy Scripture: 
(For we cannot imagine that the Scripture lhould be ftlent in fo 
weighty a point, without intolerable accufation of i t . ) The 
Soveraign Power or Bead/hip of Pope or Council is not revealed 
*n the Bolj Scripture. Therefore, Sec. 

They have not yet produced a* Text to prove either of tbern. 
Thofe produced by the Italians for the Popes Headfhip, are 
declaimed by thc French, as meaning no fuch thing; and our 
Writers have largely manifefted their abufing of the Text. So 
have theydoncof thofe that ate brought for the Headfliip of 
Councils. Thefe texts arefpoke to fo fully by Chamier, wh+* 
taker, Amefius, and abundance more, that I think ie in vain to 
do it here again. That of 1 Ttm. J . f j . that the ChUTCO » *** 
pillar And ground of Truth, doth not fpeak a word of a General 
Council, nor a word of Headihip: The whole Church united 
in Chrift, is the P.llar and Ground,that is, the certain Receptacle 
and retainer of the Truth, the Law of Cbrift being written in 
their hearts. . _A 

None fcems more to favoor their concccit then BphtfA-1 S> 1 0 -
which Gretius faftens on. But even that is againft thera,and not 
for them. For 1 I t is Chrift and only Chrift that is here faid to> be 
thc head , and all other parts contradiftinguifhed, and excluded 
from Headihip, *nd the Body is no! faid to be united in them. 
2. And it is by aiTociation, and mutual communication of their 
feveral gifts,that the parts are compared together,and edifie the 
whole; and not by meeting in anyone, and deriving from if . 

Objea. But were mt the Apoftles General' Officer s,and fo the 
Church united in General officers f Anfw. This is little to trie 
Qaeftion. For 1. the Apoftles had one among them to be toe 
Soveraign or Head of the reft,but were of equal power. 2.Nor 
did a major part of their whole number make fuch a HeadI r 
thc Church to unite in, nor do we read that ever a Major J 
carryed it among them againft a Minor; for they were ail g 
by thc Spirit. Yet its true that they met ofter togetne: 1 
a General Council can. 2. Thc Apoftles as ^ m 0 ^ 7 f t e d 


