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agree among tbemfelves in their Fundamentals and Effentials
of the Church, we have fmall encouragement to think of uniting
on any of their grounds, ;

Atgum. 19. The Soveraign Power o Headfbip over the
Church isa thing undonbredly vevealeed in the Holy Scriptare
(¥or wecannot imagine thac che Seripture fhould be filentin fo
weighty a point, wichout intolerable accufation of it. ) 7h¢
Soveraign Power or Headfbip of Pope or Conmcil vs #ot revealed
3% the Holy Scriptare. Therefore, &c. :

They havenot yet produced a Text to prove either of them.
T.hofg produced by the Zzalians for the Popes Headfhip , are
dxfc!atmed.by the French, as meaning no fuch thiog; and our
Writers have largely manifetted their abufing of the Text. So
have they done of thofe thar ate broughe for the Headfhip ‘3‘
Councils. Thefe texts are fpoke to fo fully by Chamier, whi-
taker, Amefius, and sbundance more, that Ighink igin vain to

o ichere again. Thae'of 1 Zm. 3.75. that the Church is the
pillar and ground of Truch, dothnot ipeaka word of s General
Couicil, nor a word of Headfhip - The whole Chorch united
in Chrift, is the Pillar and Ground,thatis, the certain Receptacle

aad retainer of the Truth, the Law of Chrift being written, in »

their hearts, ; ’
None feemsmore to favour their concecit then Ephe/.4.15,16.
which Grerins faftens on: But.even that is againft them,and not

"~ for them. For 1.Itis Chrift and only Chrift that is here faid to be

thehead , and all-ocher pares contradiftinguifhed, and gxcludeé
from Headfhip , and: the Bodyis not faid to be united in tem-
5. Andiitis by affociation, and'mutus! communication of their

feveral gifts,that chie parts are compated together and edifie the .

whole; and net by meeting in any one, and deriving from f.
Obje@. But were not the Apoftles General-Officers, and o the

* (burch wwited in Gemeval officers?  Anfw. This is litle 0 the

Queftion. For 1. the Apofties had one'among themto be the
Soveraign or Head of the reft but were of equal power. 2- I\}O:
did s major part of their whole number make fucha Head ‘:e
the Church to unitein, nordo we read that ever a Major ?;e 4
carryed it among them againft a Minor ; for they were all g_ﬂth us
by the Spirit. Yet its true that they met ofter together

s General Council can. 2, The Apoftles ag excraordinarily

qualified
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qualified,and as the Sccretaries of the Spiric, haveno fucceffors : ; ’

Bh“t the Apoftles as ambulatory unfixed Minifters, bad even

lben many companions : For Barnabas, Luke , eApolls and

abundance more, didthen goup and down preaching, as well

as the Apoftles; yet had not any one of them a fpecial charge

of Governing all the Churches : nor yet all of them united in a

body : For the Apoftles called not the Evangelifts and other i

fellow workers to confult in Councils about the Government

of the whole ; But both they: and their helpers, did feverally

what they conld to teach and fettle the Churches. 3. Who be

they now that are the Apoftles fucceffors 2 If all the Bifhops in

the world, the cafe is as we left it. If any fmall number of

Primates or Patriarcks; how thall we know which and how ma-~

?y? If they be not twelve, why fhould one Apoftle have a

ucceflor, and not others ? But there are no twelve only tha

lz.ly Flalm to thefucceflion. Andif you go further wlz’o cartl

iﬁ:ﬁnd fay b\zf{o, am} how many they be , and ht;w far the
! may be in 2

p;'mm dayes he a'm'; tixexas f’gl?gwdsgict: i%gdé:!?fcgyxhgm ?bln Cdy-

clare that all Bifhops were equal, aud ot o

other. And fo thought oth i e had s v

dhéagiy olmher of% i{h(:p :r[sh ;r: :nge :‘;mes. Nor was there

gy claimed to be the fole (uccef-

ors of the Apoftles, torule all the reft, Andifthey b

the Church increafeth,che Rul R ] ad-’ Al

to the main pOiﬂt. R e muﬁ l‘ncreafe’ But thls iS"nOt
Argum. 20. The Scri ] :

Houdip 50 Chrif 0:17 c;zz;:i;; dath appropriate the Univer/[al

s ke e e 17;:70[“1-11[ o;bcr.r: therefore nei-
Eph. 5.23. ltisthe pecaliar Tiftof Che >

Church, to whom i:.n?u‘gcl?:?';g;:l; ot hn& e I_-Icad ofthe - o

would bave us know thatthe H AR L

the head of the woman is the maead %f%very Sy s 47

Sothat thereis a parcicular H x:i,an't e Head of Chrift isGod.

dybelow Chrit: butto b hea o fame grrced el she bo-

the proper Title of Chrd e the Univerfal Head of every man, is

e e menb. In 1 (Cor. 12. theunity ofthe body

where elfein Scripturen? ersd li)more o S

body had been fo fully o andt c(;e when the faid unity of the

the Head of that ] ly mentioned, th_e A.po{ile €Omes t0 name

ity Ver/. 271;: :ll(u'dl is only Chrift, [ New

X,
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ye are the bodyof Chrift ,andmembersin particular 7] The Church
isnever called the body of the Pope , or of a Council , but the
body of Chrift: yea (as was even now faid) in the next words the
eApoftles, Prophets, and T eachers are enumerated to the particr=
lar members, contradiftin® from the Head, {o far areall, or any
one of them from being the head themfelves. And in Col, 2.
10,17, 19. it is Chrift only that is called the Head, and the body
is faid tobe of Chrift, and he only is mentioned as the Center of
its Unity [ Aud not holding the Head, from which all the body by
Jnts, and bands baving nowrifomens minifired and kit together,
#ucreafeth with the increafe of God.] And Col. 1.18. dnd he is
the Headof the body, the Church. | If any fay that yon cannot
henceargae Negatively that therefore no one elfe isthe Head,
I anfwer, They may as well fay, when itis affirmedthat [ r/e
Lord he 5God ] you canniot thence conclude that Baal i ot God.
The Apoftle plainly fpeaks this of Chrift as his peculiar honour :
And he fpoke to men that knew well enough that natural bodies
havebut one Head,unlets they be Monfters : And be would not
fooftinfift on this Metaphor, intending fo great a difparity in
the {imilitude, end never difcover any fuch intention; So
in Epbef. 1. 22. He gave bim to be Head over all thingsto
the (hureh , which #s his Body, the fulnefs of him thar fillcth
all inall.’)

Andin Ephef. 4. the Apoftle purpofely exhorteth usto the
obfervation of this unity ; and purpofely telfeth us by alarge
enumeration wherein it doth confift : but in all he never men-
tioneth the Pope or a Council : yea he plainly excludeth them,
Ver[:3,4 &c. [ Endeavinring to keep the unity of the Spirit i the
bond of peace:T here is one body,and one [pirit even as you are calle
11 one hope of your calling One Lord, One Faith,Onc Bapsifm, Ont
God and Father of all, who s above all, and through all, and i
Jorall: But untoeveryone of s is given Grace, according 10 tbg
meafnre of the gift of Chrift == He gave fome Apoftles o
fome Prophets,and fome Evangelifts, and fome Paftors and 7.‘5_46/’
ers,for the perfelling of the Saints, for the work of the Miniftr)s
for the Edifying of the body of Chrif, till we all come in the #7%)
of the Faith, ¢e. —— | fo then you fee there is but one Lor
ofthe Church 3 therefore the Pope or Council is not Lord ( in
nameor deed. ) And Apoffles, Prophets, Paffors, and Doftors,

_are
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- are the member contradiftingnifhed fromthis Oze Lord, and
whofe diverficy is purpofely mentioned, they being the matter
or parcels that muft have their unity in fome other , but not
the Church to be united in them. Here is then no mention
among all thefe [ Ones ] of one eartbly Head, whether Pope
or Council , not of Qe Apsftle that was the Head of the reft. If
fuch a thing had ever come into the Apoftles mind, he would
fure have mentioned it on fuch occafions as thefe, and not have .
quite forgottenir ; yeaand contradi& itfo evidently.

1 (or. 6. 15,17, Onrbodiesare the members of Chrift,(not
of the Pope ) and be thatis joined to the Lordis oné fpiri¢ (nothe
thatis joined to the Pope. ) : g ’

Gal. 3. 28.We are all one in Chrift Jefws (notin an eartbly
Head ) Many and many times doth the Apoftle exhort them to
be of one mind, and acord, and take heed of [chifm, and maintain
peace, and he reproveth their divifionsatfarge: yet doth he ne-
ver mention fuch a fin as dividing from an earchly Head, nor

ever once dite@ them to a Pope or General Courcil s the Cen-
ter of their unity, or the neceffary means of curing divifions.
Peter himfelf exhorteth them to be s/ of ome mind, 1 Per. 3.8.
but never to be all united in him as their head. The Apoftle
Panl is pun@ual in defcribing the Officersof the Charch, and
the peoples duty to them:But he never defcribeth a Pope,or any
earthly Head of thac Church : nor ever telleth the people of
theirdatyto fuch: Andif fuchafuppofed fundameatal fhould
be quite forgotten by men chat belieived it, and taught others
that which was neceffary to be believed , it were incredibly
firange. That Pau/ writing to the Romans fhould never mind
them of the honour of their Sea, or their duty to their fuper-
eminent Prelate, was his forgetfulnefsor unbelief. And furely
he would never have fo fharply reproved them of Corinth for
contentions , in faying I ams of Paal , and I of Apollo, and I of
Cephas, and [ of Chriff, if hehad thoughe they muft have been
 united in Cephas 5 without once telling them of fucha means of
union and reconciliation. He faith[ /s Chriff divided?] as much
as to fay, you malft be all uniced in him : but he faith not
[ Is Cephas divided ? | but plainly makes the exalters of Cephas
a party that wasguiley of divifion, and Chap. 3. 3, 4, 5. tells
them phainly that this fhewed that they were carnal, Andfpeak-
KKK 2 ing
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ing of all others in his %
then s Paul or who 5 APOTKIZE:;SP _and Apallos, faith_ [ Who
They had not then learned ¢ inifbers by whom ye believed
:ftbe Cb{zrcb- 1And 1 Cor to;n{_‘;’er { why _Cgphas is the Head
o a Papift [ Ailsh 7.4 6. He fpeaks asifit were purpofely
ferred to my [elf ,”: diﬁ g” ings, brethren, Ihave ina fignre tranf-
inus motto thi o Apollo for your fakes : that ye might learn
no one of ]m_é:,n;jgrg:’;”) above that whickis written : that
Pt 2 wnocior s B, A Souics Fonl 04 00
clieve his fapremacy, wh ‘hl oubtle(s Pux/ did not
his face , Gal, 2. So en he o prefomed to reprove himto
our being a// one ;rmd alng e 150’. “.s’ 17. there is mention -
all partakers of that o 1 bod bt i st b
united in the Pope orn;n ; gt t{:{rChri/i, and not becaufe we ar¢
Chlg?}rzgvz :vben the Di(ciples.ﬁrove who fhould be greateft
S Pf i;}’ rebuketh fuch thoughts, and inftead of grant
— y ofthem that defire, he denyeth it to them all, MMat
o 5,26. Luke 22.26. The Kings of the Gentiles rule over
.tB :/’l';,ﬂmf Are called gmciam_Lard:,lmt with you it [ballnot befo. ]
= 8"””{6 mddced can mertily hence gather thac there mulit be
le appointed to bethe greatelt, becaun’e Chrift faith, Hethas
it 6‘6’:’“”/} Jet bim be the fervant of all. ] This is to make
§°°d their charge againft the Scripture,that it isa nofe of Wax
s by their prefampruonsabufe of it; as fome men would prove
. *:-POﬁ“Y of the Saints, by their own Apoftatizing , when
Sgl::iﬁe{ ;rt%"er““md, though they ruine themfelves. Did not
efe wor : : : e
T e L gy
20nt it is only Tyranny that Chrift forbiddeth them. An[w That
which Chrift acknowledgethin thelf(]i{:)gs“()f theNa,t’i’c')n:é/i.zbout
. ::Preh,e“ﬁon"h“is it which he denyeth to his Difcipfcs. But
KPOETY“‘"“Y but Dominion which Chrift thas acknowledg®
:‘ in,and allowech to the Kings of the Nations : therefore it is .
T(l)lt Tyranny but Dominion which he forbiddeth to his Difcipless .
. at which Chrit here fpeaketh of the Kings of the Nations, L
;;MWhatcommon to all Kings,and fo as Kings. But Tyranoy
forz not common to all Kings, nor to them as Kings ¢ theré-
itisnot Tyraony that he fpeaks of. Moreover its plaif that

itisa Greatnels in Defire and AffeQation that is thefubje of
Chrifts
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g?:‘g;gg:;Ch,apd not anallowed fopremacy,and that he forbids
of all ] acyin the fgllowmg words, | Let bim be the [ervant
ﬁ?l '3 q.d. [ 1allowinmy Kingdom to the Preachers of the Go-

¢k o other Greatne(s or [uperiarity abowe others, but what con-
Dieth in bolinefs, and bumility, and doing gosd,and [0 in difclaim.
$1g0f Ruling Greatnefs. ] In Luke 9. there’s mention of [ him
that was leaff, c&c.) 1t follows not thence that one was appoint-

ed o bethe loweflt. Andif the willof Chrift were known to
them that one fhould be the Supream, and this was Peter, what
or why doth he notres

need they frive aoy farcher about it;
buke them for refifting their Supresm .
AgainT fay,that [ cannot (ee howit can ftand with the wif-
dom or goodnefs of Chrift the Law-giver of his Church,orthe
erfe@ion of hisLaws, or how it can be any way probable,
that he fhould be wholly filent of fo greata point as the Head-
fhip and Center of the Churches Uaity ; never giving us either
the Name or Titles of fuch a Head, nor the feat of Dis Empire,
not * appointing him hisswork , nor dire&ting bim how todoit
when he hath the: greateft work in the ‘world to.do ( as
thefe men fuppo’e ) and fuch as furpaffech the firength of
man, yea ofa thoufand men ; never giving him any advice and
“dire@ion for the determining of his very many occarrent diffi-
calties; noronce givingus any of his power,nor telliog us of
his prerogative, nor telling us whatofficers he fhall appoint un-
der him,and how ; noronce telling any man of his daty to obéy
him never telliog us any thing of the fucceffion. of this S0~
veraign in whom it fhall refide; noronce telling us hiftorically
- of the excrcife of ‘any of his power : I'fay that not: a-word

there was {o great occafion, when Perer wasamong them when
there was {riving for fupremacy, when the Churches were
lamentably contending abou: the preheminence of their teach~
_ers, and fome werefor one, and fome for another , andfome

for Cephas himfe!f ; and when fo many herefies atofe, and haz-
zarded the Churches, as among the Corinthians, Galathiansand
othersthere did ; Thisis a thing fo hard to be believed by one
that believeth the wifdom and love of Chrift, thac T mult fay
for my part, it farpaffeth my belief. Efpecially ( as is(aid)
- when sllo {o. much is faid againt the Supremacy contend-

of this hould be mentioned by Chrift or his A poftles, even when

%3
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ed for. All chisI fpeak of any carthly Head, whecher Pope or
Counneil.

Objec. Bur ( fay the Papifts ) you can allow Princes to be the

:Heads of the Church : why then not a Pope ? Anfw. We acknows

ledge Princes and Paftors over pacts of the Church , but not
over the ChurchUniverfal. Every Corporation may call the
Major or Bayliff a fubordinate Head of that Corporation, but

~not of the Kingdom.

:Obje&. There maybe a Prorex , & Viceking + and_why ot

thena Vicarions Head of the Catholick, Church ? Anfw. T.Be-
-caufe a Kingdom is not {o big as all the world, or all thatis and

may be Chriftian. 2. Becaufe aKing having Dominion , bath
power of doing all that by others that he cannot do himfelf:
‘Buta Paftor being a Minifter, hath no fuch power given him,
‘but mult do his work himfelf. 3.Becaufe the work of theMiniftry
requires far more jabour and attendance, So that it is an utter
‘Emopfiibility that any man fhould be able to do the work of 2
fupream Raler of alithe Chriftian world, yea or the hundreth
part of it, as it muft bedone. 4. And lafly, becaufe Chrift hatl
‘made no fuch Prorez, or Vice-head : and none can have it with:

.out his commifiion.

\Obje&. But the (vil power hath been exercifed by an Empe
xoty ower mare then all the Chriffian world: And why then may
ot the Ecclefiaftical ? Anfw. 1. Tts notorwoufly falfe that ever
Emperour had fo extenfive a Dominion. 2. The Gofpe! mauft
e preached over all the world ; and therefore we muft confider
the poffible future extent ofthe Church, and not ooly the pre-
fent exiftent ftate. 3. There are many millions of Chriftians
mixt in the Dominions of Infidel Princes among other Religts
ons, which makes the Government of them the more difficult.
4. 1fhewed before from the nature of the work many other diffi-
«culties, which make a difference. b

Objed. Monarchy 7s the beff Government therefore ﬁ’
Church mnft have it. Anfw. The Monarchy of God is be b:
‘butamong men it is according to the ftate of the Rulers and fu

“je&. :One way is better in fome cafes,and another in othe®-

2.Foroneman to be Monarch of all the Chriftian W?rl:fle‘;
not beft, when by taking a thoufand times more upon b UT
becando, hewill minc inftead of ruling well. 3. Yo P&
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well fay, An Univerfal Civil Monarch over allthe world is beft ; '
therefore fo it mu® be : bur when will you prove that? Bat if
I miftake not in my conjeure, it is the thing that the Jefuites -
bavelately got into their heads, chat the Pope muft have the -
Univerfal Soveraignry Ecclefiaftical and Civil; that fo an Uni-
verfal peace may %ein:hc world. : : oo

Obj. There wasbut One High Pricft before Chrift. An[w.1.No i
more there was but onec Temple, Will you therefore have no -~ -
more? Nor but one civil Monarch in that Church : Would you & 1

have no more? Ipartly believe it. 2 It was eafie forone to
a5 F4dea in comparifon of all the world, «
Rule fo fmall a Nation as 7 S roiry - 1 Ve cin

= u the Inftitution of ¥ . :
; o\:eo tvlfe ylzlfliim:ion of Aarons Priefthood, and the taking ofit |
down again,and we will yield all. 4. That Priefthood was a Type .

CfChritk the Eternal Prieft, and is endedin him,as the Epiltic to
the Hebrews thewsatlarge. 1 S
Obje&. There 1s 4 Monarchy. among Angels and Devils.
Anfw. 1. Itsa hard fhife when you mull go to another world
for your pattern: But for your Argument ferche from Hell, -
I will leave it with you : but for that from Heaven, Ifay,theres -
no proof of it. Acd if there were, till you canprovethat |
our work and fitnefs for it is the fame as Angels, and th?t i
the Lord hath appointed the fame form here, you have faid -
pothing.
Bmg becaufe this Queltion is fargely bandled by abundance -
of our Learned Writers,[ fhall fay 0o more to it here, but con-
clude, that by this whichis already faid in brief, it is manifeft , -
that TheCatholick Church of Chrift ss not one Vifible Political
Body, as joined to any One Univer[alVifible Head or Soveraign,
befides Chriff. ek _
If any being driven from this hold, {hall fay, that. yet there -
are feveral Patriarcks that Govern the feveral Provinces of the -
Chriftian world , though there be no head but Chritt. I anfwer,
1. If there beno earthly Headand Center ofunity,then I have -
the maincaafe. Thefe Patriarcks may and do ar this day, un-
reconcilably difagrec amoog themfelves. This therefore will :
not fervefor amnity. 2.When ( as is aforefaid) you have -
well proved the Inflitution of thefe Patriarcks, and how many-
they be,and who-, and the power of Princes to make new ones, .
( and ’
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(-and not to forbear it and to pull down the old ones:)andwhen
you have anfwered the foregoing Arguments,as many of them
as _extcnd to Patriarchal power alfo , as well as Unverfal Head-
> fhip, then we fhall take this further into confideration. 1n
themean time, I fuperfede, as having done that whichI think
neceffary to take off men, from inclining to Rome,and re-
proaching of Churches, upon the erroneous Conceit of the Na-

tore and unity of the Catholick Church; asifit were One, s
under One Earthly Vifible Head. :

SR e b B

CiaA Pl V.

Opening the true Grounds on whichthe Churches Unity and
Peace muft be [ought, and the means thas muft be ufed
to attain (o much as is here o be expected.

Ooueft. B U T sf this be not the way of the Churches Unity,
which 15 ? and what flould we defire and endeavonr
for the attaining it ? Forthe diftrations of the Church are fo great
throngh omr divifionsythatit makes ws ftill apt to fusfpect that we are
ont of theway.. st
Thoughit be a great work to anfwer this queftion right-
ly, and a hundred, athoufand times greater to anfwer it faisfa-
Qorily ( thatis,to fatisfie prejudiced incapable men witha right
anfwer, ) yetl fhall attempt it by cafting in my thoughts ; of
to fpeak more confidently , by declaring fo much as 1 am
certain isthe will of God concerning this weighty thing.
And here I fhall firft lay down thofe grounds upon which
we muft proceed, if we will do our duty for the unton of the
Church. 2. I fhalltéll you what mult be doneto reduce them
into Pra&ice. , :

L RN o

. HE firlt General Ground isthis [ Peace and Holinefs
’ muft be carried on together : Yea Peace muft be ﬁ’!éf 'Z“ i
a Means to Holine[s ©  and skerefore Holine[s which is the Endy

mnft be preferred. | The wildom that is from above, '-’i)gr’g\

e - .=
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Pare, then Peaceable, Gentle,eafic to be intrgg;cd,@c.?am.‘; LA *
man may be faved that cannot ateain Peate with men:and there- e 9
fore we are commanded to feek it asan uncercain good, Rom. : *
12. 18. If it be poffible, as much as inyou lyeth, live peacably
with all men : But no man can be faved without Holinefs,

Heb. 12.14. Follow Peace with all men, and Holinels, without
which no man {hall fee God. Thereis a kind of Unity among ; &
' . d againft Satan, how could

Devils. ~ For i were divide |

his Klin,gdougj El-;i:: z;t;l}m. 125 Thereisa Pca%c ina étate I?E \
if€ : h hindereth mens recovery. ror w enthe '

mifery and fin, which hindereth ¢ things that he poffeffeth

ftrong man armed keeps his houfe, th
arein Peace. - [Itisa ftate of greateft danger on earth to
be United inevil,and to have Peaceina way of fin. Andthere-
fore it is no wonder if there be more lovers of Peace then of Ho-
linefs , and more that will cry out of our Divifions then of our
ungodlinefs, and more that cry out of o many Religions, then
ofirceligionfnefsand ungodline(s. For nature may makea man
in love with Uity and Peace , -bue not.with Holinefs ; for
with that it is at Eomity. Hence itisthat we hear fo many
Worldlings, Swearers, Drunkatds, Whoremongers cry up uni-
ty, and cry down fo many minds and wayes: And hence it is
that fo many, foch wicked livers do turn Papifts on fuppofition

that there s more unity with them.  And fo the Popifh party
among us are the fink into which the filth and excrements of our
Churches are emptyed. ' R
2. The fecond General Ground. From hence it followeth
thac the firft clofure ofthe members of the Ghurch muftbeup-
on principles of Faith and Holirefs : and cherefore only between
the Profeflors of Faitl'and Holinefs. And therefore we oughe
not to be folicitous of obaining. a Unity with' gpen ungodly
men; Yor what Communion hath, light wich derknefs ? or
what concord hath Chrift, with Belial 2. If meniwill not agree
with us in the great, Principles of Godlinefs, nor join withus in
SVOSQKQE;CKX!QE fins, and living anHoly life 5 it is they that are
the Separatills, and withdraw from our commupion: -/ If they
will notcome to_us,in Piety,, we muft not come tothem in
Impiety. And to attempta union: with them in Government
and Ceremonies, when we cannot bring them toa Uaion with us
in feeming Godling(s , is as vain Ifsl ;o attempt to an Affociarion
¥ : ' Busse o
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withtbe dead, andto make 4 marrig
Iuis therefore byue a carnal ftir chae

-cilers make to have a Uajon f, General, as fhall take in the moft
*mpiovs rabble that oughe to be excommunicated, and fhould
conjoin the living and the dead.  And therefore in fome cafes

weare all called to feparate | by him that callech us in other
cafes to unity : And he rels us that he came not ro fend peace,
(withfuch ) but divifion.

3. The third Genera] Ground.Unity and Peace are fuch excel-
lent things, and fo much depend upon Loveand Holinefs, and
fuppofe alfo fo much Illomination, that the perfeition of them

‘isreferved for H eaven:and.as it is but a fmall meafure of I1ami-
nation,and Love and Holinefs that s here ateainable,in compari-
-fon of that which we ‘(ha]] bave in beaven ; fo it is but a fmall
mealure of Peace and Concord : And therefore though our de=
fires and endeavours fhould go as high as we can, yet our €xpe-
Qations on carth muft nor fiy too 1gh.  This hath been m
own error. . I have not fufficiently confidered, that perfe
Peace, as wellas perfe@ Holinefs is the prerogative of Heaven,
and that troe Peace” will be imperfe& while the Light and
Vertue which is fuppofed toit is imperfe®. Andicisablind
‘abfurd conceit of them that wonder we have not perfect
Unity, when yet they murmuor at Piety, and think alittle msy
fervethe turnand'any fin is tolerable thats dire&ly againftGod,
but not difunion, .

'~ ‘Somuch for the'General Grounds : The Particular Grounds
are thefe following, :

ge with a ftinking Corps.
Papilts, and fome Recon-

1.Groand I T isthe Prerogative: of the Lord Jefusto be 4_th§

' only Head and Soversign of the Church. An .

his will revealed is our Law, and in him only muft we .cenzerli
and not in any Vicarious Univerfal Head : And from him mu

allreceive their power : and all muft worfhip God vgc-cord_vllég

to his prafcripe. - Eph: 43,4, §. 6 1.21,22, " Mat. 2°

18,19, Col. 1.18; Afts 412,06 3.22. & 7. 37. Ml_f'3;'_.1._7.'

YLor.3.5,22. 1 Cor. 1. 12, Gal.2.9,16," * * 7 he

2-Gr. The Holy Scriptures with the Law of Nature, are i

only Laws of Chrift ; unlefsas he may poffibly by cxrrﬂz: o

i | 8%
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nary Revelation, obligefome perfontoa particular duty, not
contrary to that word, but left undetermined : which yetisfo
rarea thing that men muft not rafhly prefume of fuch a matter,
1Tim.1.3.Gal.1.7,8,9-1/4.8.20-1 Cor.4:6.2 Tim.3.17.Dest.
12.32. Mat.15. 9, 11- , it 2 o

3.Itisthe prerogative of Chrift imfelf to be the fupream,
_ abfolute and final Judge of the fence of his own Laws,and ofthe °

caufes that are to be tried thereby.

And therefore it is treafonable folly toattribute any of this to
man : and to cry out for an Abfolute Judge of Controverfies
here onearth : when one faith, Thisis the fence of Scripture,and
another faith that is the fence : faith the Papift, [ But who
thall be Judge ? ] To which [ anfwer, How far man is Judge, -
1 thall tell you in the next: but the Abfolute Judge,and the ﬁna’l
Judgeis only Chrift, He that. made the Law isthe proper Judge
of the fence of his own Laws : Doyounot know that Chrift will
come tojudgement, and that all fecrers muft thenbe opened by
him, 2nd he muft decide what man cannot 2 Man is to Judge but
intantum y ad boey  [fecundum guid; limitedly ; fo far as_he
‘muft execute ; but Chrift only Judgeth cntirelg; , finally and
ib‘gglutely, 2 Cor4e 3,45 1Tim.5.24. fam.4.11,12.

e, 1. 17, €5 2,23, 1 Core 2. 15 Ac0.23. 7.

4. All ouncils whether Genera inci ical.
which confift of the Bifhops or Pk(ggrl:rg}mfl:;:‘r’a?rg:‘Fc‘i:,’
met togethet, are appointed and to be ufed dire&ly, but “m?g
;:’:;ﬁf;aﬁg :Mg%niankthriﬂiam, and not dire&’l'y gn;%ia r’:

: overning of Paftors , in order to Unity-
Communion,and not asa Regimental ‘3 nity and
1;1&:1;?3{::: nlwlvehich lt: of cxcegdi_ng coéref;;?xfﬁ'eeﬁ??ﬁamﬂﬁ',’;

ne, without my own as i is opini

Learned,Judicious man Arzh-Bilho: 7:}%:1’15 :ﬂgﬁ’eub Enct)a?x:
to beacquainted with the Judgemeat and p;a&ice of the Anti-
ents, ifany other whoever, His words were thefe, [ Councils
m;'e &ot for Government, but for Unity ; not as be’ing in order |
oL °Vzmmentovct the feveral Bifhops ; but that by conful-
: ::::‘r?:n:a'q; ‘P‘Siim_ow their duty more clearly, and by aérec-
Rbtced 3“ ;_‘If’ : ?flty ; and to this end they were anciently ce-
Icbrated | Himfelfa Primate,recommended to othersthefe mo-
Ll z derate

gl
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derace Priaciples, . And this middle way of Reverend TUfper is
thg true.he.almg Mean, between them that would have properly
‘Governing Councils, and them that wou!d have none, or think
them needlefs, or but indifferent things.

But yer (as is before mentioned inthe tenth Propofition)con-
fequentially we are obliged to perform the Agreements of thefe
Councils, if they be agreeable to the General Rules of the Scri-

ptures, orif our performance be not forbidden by the Word of

God ; Becaufe weare under the General obligation to do all
things 1n as much unity, concord and peace as we can , Ga/. 2.
per totum. 1 (or. 3.5,22. 2 Cor.13.11. & 1 Cor.1.10. & 4.6.
Mat.2.0. 25, Phil,3.16. & 4.2. Mas.23.8,9,10. 1 Pet.5.3-
And I grant that Paftors are related to the Univerfal Church,
as well as to a particular, and are to have a common care of the
whole, though they have a fpecial charge only of their parti-
cular flocks, Therefore many Paftorsina Synod are Paftors as
well as disjun&, and therefore their a&sare authoritative Go-
verning A&s as tothe flock. But 1. tothe Paftors themfelves,
they are not properly Governors, no more in Synods then out.
2. And asto the flocks, they are not in a dire& fuperionr order
above their particular Paftors; but only from their concord
are accidentally moreto beregarded and obeyed thena fingle
Paftor, asa Colledge of Phyfitians is more to be regarded then

a fingle Phyfitian , not as being of higher authority , but of

greater credit, in cafes where men muft betrofted. -

_ 5. A Council confifting of Bifhops or Paftors that by diftance
are not uncapable of ordinary local Communion , whether it
be a General Council (s they are commonly called, which are
not fuch properly ) or National, or Provincial, 1. As they ar¢
Chriftians fingly , have a Judgement of Difcerning , what 18
found Do&rine, and whom to judge Catholicks and fit for their
Communion : And 2. As they are fingle Paftors, they have the
{adgement of Direttion, what Do@rineto recommend as foun

totheir people (limited to the Superiour Dire&ion of God by

his Word,) and whom they muft hold or not hold Communio®
with : And this is an Authoritative Dire®ion , which m3y o
accompanyed with a Commanding; as an Herald or Pwk"m
may command inthe Princes name. 3. Andasthey ar¢ m_aq}
Paftors in Council a flembled, they have a Fudgemens of C'om‘o; ;
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or Power to enter folemnly into Confultations for mutual in-
formation, and then into Agreemerits, for the right perform-
ance of their duty, in recommending that which is found Do-
@rine to their people, and receiving the true members of the
Catholick Church, and reje&ing fuch asaretobe rejected.
So thatthe moft General Councils of true Paftors cereris pa-
ribus, are to be moft reverenced by the Princes and people, and
in cafes where they are fareitis {awful to follow their Agree-
ments, thoughthey be not (arisfied of the necefity of it & na-
tura vei, they oughtto follow them on the account of unity ;
and alfo in cafes meerly doubtful te them in point of Do¢trine,
to be ballanced by their judgements rather then by the Judge-
ment of fingle Paftors , and more thea by any other humane
gement cateris paribas : which exception Tadd , becaufe a
{maller Affembly , yeaafingle Paftor or private man, fpeaking
according to the Word of God, is to bebelieved and regarded
mote then the greatelt Affembly contraditting the Word : yet
we are not eafily to think, without evident proof, -that one man
{hould be rather in theright then fo many ; feeing it is eafier
for one to err then fo many, and che promifes are more to the
publick, then any fingle perfons, fo far as they can be known to
others : And yetan Aflembly ofan hundred , or twenty, ot
ten apparent humble, holy, Judicious men; is likelier to be in
the right, and ‘more to be regarded , then an Affembly of a
thoufand ignorant unlearncd wicked Bifhops. One clear eye
may fee further thenten thoufand purblind ones, 4é2.6.5.cAt.
§.34. 1 Thef:2.14. 1 Cor. 1116, & 14.33. & 10.32.
6. As the propereft matter for fuch General Affemblies to

Confultand Agree upon, is General things ; as, What Do&rine -
is found,and what unfound in Genera!; what perfons in Generat

&t for the Churchies Communion,and what unfic,&fe. {o {maller

' Affemblies that are capable of ordinary pecfonal Communion,

and know the perfons and circum({tances of the cafes, are fitteft

to confult and agree whether fuch or fuch pacticalarsperfonsare -

fit for their own Communion; yea and for their Churclies-

 Communion in difficult cafes: And alfo may confolt and agree -
_ what Do&rines and pra&ifes to recommeénd to their own peo-
- ple; as moft agrecable tothe W ord of God : And thus far thefe -
two forts of Synods may be faid cohavea power of Judging;

. L : 'Uiz--:
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viz.ad boc,in order to fuch a ice,.
Rom.15526,27. 2. L or 8'198.1'“111@!1(5 and pm&lce,A&..é.s,ﬁ-
7- ThePoftors of particalar Worfhipping Ch

== _ pping Churches, are the
Au;hogz..d Guides, Rulers or Teachers of thofe Churches, and
eacd Member thereof : and muft firft 4i/zere in their own minds,
atrlx next (if they be many over a Church.) Agree among
themfelves, and then teach the people, what is to be believed

- and pra&ifed, and with whom in General, andin Particular to

hold Communion, and whom to avoid, and may charge the peo-

- ple in Chrifts name to obey their juft dire®ions; and whenthey

have done, muft themfelves execute their own part herein (as
by avoiding the Reje&ed, and not delivering them the Symbols
or Sacrament of Communion, ¢c.) And though they muft

confult with neighbor Churches for carrying on the work of

God in unity, and to the beft advantage of the Common caufe,
yet are they not under the proper Government of them, orany
Affemblies (Ecclefiaftical,) though obliged in all jaft ‘things to
Agree with them. So that Canons as Canons, 1 mean the Con-
clofions of fuch Affemblies, are but properly Agreements, and
not Laws, though by confequence they may be faid to oblige,
or rather we by ‘another Law- obliged to accord and pra-
Qife them, Heb.13.17. 3Thef 5:12, 13- I Cor. 4 Ly 2

A&, 20. 28.

8. The workof Councils how large fo ever, isnot to make
new Scriptures to be the Rule of our Faith and Life, nor to make
new Articles or Do&rines of Faith, nor to frame God a new
Worthip in whole or in part ; Buat by Confultations and Agree-
ments to ftrengthen each other , and Dired the people in the
faich of Chrift, and the maincaining and propagating the Da-
&rine of the Holy Scriptures , and doing thofe duties in the
Worfhip of God, and in Righteoufnefs and Mercy to men,which
the Scriptures do impofe, and in agreeing upon thofe Modes
and Circamfances of Worfhip which God hach made n-
ceffary in genere, and leftto occafional humane detcrmination
#n [pecie : Nor may they under this pretence, cither contradi
the juft determination of the Magiftrate concerning fach €ir-
cumftances, orimpofe any enfnarisg, needlefs Ceremonies upott
the Church ; but only order the fervice of God ac_cordmg to
the General Dicegtionsof the Seripuure, and the Lightof o

s |
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-ture, which by the confideration of the cafe may help to difcern
the Atteft order, Itis therefored, firange affertion of fome, thae
Governours have nothing to do if they may not appoint new .
Ordinances or Symbolical Ceremonies 0n the Church, and make
new Laws . feeing God hath done the reft already. " As if it

were nothing to xecutlfonholf_ (z‘odfs I{A‘ws? Og- ?s
if thi work for fuch kind of Rulers , wiiole
if chis were not e ftee dance ? Or as if the determination

ule is only by Minifterial Guidan .
o o gifite ex maturares, Were not

Circumftances req : 1
gol;]ggeg:rtyhem: ro do, befide what is written 2 There being no

to the reducing of the Laws of God into pra-
3?::\: qﬁ: ﬁt.alllrn)::ks meer fervants and Embaffadors fhould notbe
very forwardin making Laws, if they underftand cheir office,
Fam.4.12. Heb.8.10,16.Gal.3.15. Des. 12.32. Ezek. 2.7. &
3.10,11: 1 Cor.3.5.84.1,2. 2 Cor.1.24. 1Cor.6.12.
9. Thofe neceffary Circumftances in Religions Worthip
-which are of humane determination, and lefc undetermined by
God, are unfit matcer for General Councils or remote Affem-
blies to make (tanding General Lawsof: For 1. the Nature of
‘the things are fuchasare mutable, and unfit to be fixe, but muft
be frequently varied as occafions require. 2. The occurr-
ing circamftances will be the fictelt guideto determine them.
3. They may be meet in one Countrey or Church , which are
‘unmeet in another. 4. Upon fuchreafons God himfelf hath left
them undetermined: Therefore he lefc them not to any fixed Ge-
neral determination. §.The Paftors that are in the place are the
ficteft Judges of thofe occafions that muft determine them.6.And
it is theoffice, and in the Commiffion of thofe paftors to bethe
‘Guides of their own a&ions and Congregations. 7. And Coun--
cilsare not their Lords.So that all this laid together, may tell us
that it is rather the work of particular Paftors or Bifhops,and of
necrelt Affociations. in thofe cafes where Concord is requifite,
then of Provincial, or National, or General Councils to deter-
mine of fuch Circumftances. For example : The command of
ipreaching, reading, adminiftring the Sacraments, finging Plalms,
¢#. do imply that I muft have fome time and placeto do them
in: I muftufe fome gefture,velture, neceffary utenfils ; buz it
tells not what in particular : 1 muft read fome particular Chap-

ter, Pfalm, ¢5c. or fo much of it : Now common prudence willll
gk & 2 - - tell -
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* tellme what to do in thefe cafes my felf, or elfe I am not fit to i
" be a Paftor, orentrufted with {o greata work as Gods publick
Worthip | or the care of fouls. Shall a Council now make
Laws that all the Minifters in the World, or in this Nation, {thall
preach only onfuchaday, and only at fuch an hour, and in
( this or that part of the Church, and only on fech Texts fuch
[ days, appointing them a Text for every day ; or that they fhall
ufe only fuch words in praying and preaching as is written for
them; or fhall pray or preach jult fo long ; or fhall fing only
fuch a Pfalm, in fuch atune, ufing only fuch cloaths , and fuch
geftores, withan hundred the like? This isto make themfelves
Mafters of the Church, and ufe their power to the dcﬁru&gon
of Miniftry, Worfhipand Church, and not to the Edification
of it. The prefent ftate of the flock, by fin ; or affliGion, or the 3
like, may make fucha Text fitteft for me to preach on, and fuch
a Chapter to be read, or facha Plalmto be fung, when by.the
Impofitions of proud ufurpers I am commanded to ufe the con-
trary, viz. Subje&s of Joy, in a time of Humiliation, or of Hu-
‘miliation in the time of Joy, ¢c. Many the like inconveniencies
might eafily be manifet. Thefe unneceflary Impofitions are
the Engines of Divifion, 4¢.15.28. Rom.14. thronghout. Rows. :
15.1,7. Phil, 3. 1§, 16. Mat. 23. 4. & 11.28. 1.Cor. 6..12. !
2 Cor.1.24. ]
10. Where fome Impofitions by Magiftrates or Agreements
, by Miniftersin fiuch Circumftances arethought lawful or fit,yet
A muft not the Churches Unity or Peace be laid upon them : So
' that if through the weaknefs of Chriflians they could not P,"rf‘t
k‘ ceive the lawfulnefs of them,but did think they fhould {inagaint
| God if they ufed them, itisa cruel dividing courfe for Magi-
é ftrates here by fore penalties, or Paflors Excommunications ;?
{ feek to drive them upon that whichhey think is the way to hell,
(

’ <
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or the wrath of God, whenin the Judgement of the ImPO{‘_r
itis a thing indifferent: The peace of the Church and of Conici- .
ence is more worth then a Ceremony, and better kept by gentle
recommending fuch things (if fir,) anda tender rebuke or check
to the weak, then by forcingali tothat which they neither ;:ﬂ |
gor needtoufe. But fome fay, if allmay ufe what way t }: :
will,what order fhall we have ? 1 an{wer ; therefore make no un i

necelfary Laws ; caftnot a football of contentionbefore t'?';]l:fc
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Thele prefamptuous Impéfitions are the fire brands of the
Church, For example : we had here a Law that Minifters
fhould tead only fuch a pecce of a Chapter called an EpRieand
Gofpel fiucha day (which yet I would not difebey : ) here now
arofe contention aboutit: The fame Minilters were lefcat {i=
berty what Text to preachon': and chis liberty made no breach
in the Church.Minilters were commanded to wear a Surplice,and
this raifed contention : But what kind of bat,or cap, or fhooes,or
hofe to wear, they were lefc at liberty , and this made no con-
tention, nor. occafioned any undecency. The Lords Supper
was to be taken only koeeling : and this raifed contention : But
they were lefc atliberty whether tokneel, or fland, or fit at
Sermon, orreading, or finging Pfalms, and this bred no uode-
cency mor divifion. They were enjoyned to bow at the name of
Jefas in the reading of the Gofpelonly : And this raifed divifion.
But they were left at liberty to bow or not to the Name of God
Chrift,Lord, ¢fc. and tothe Name Jefus in Sermon, or the Epij
file, or the fame Gofpel read in the whole Chapter : and this
bred no divifion, nordifcontent : Lay the Cl .
s went : Lay ¢ arches peace np-
umane [mpofitions , if you would have it hold
Perufe Rom. 14. and the other Textlaft cited, 1Cor. 6.1 7
11. The Churches Peace or Unity muft not be laid c.)nz;m
bare words of mansdevifing. It’snot a work for Councils o}x:
Prelates to form the Chriftian do&rine in new methods a d
terms, and then to forge others to fubfcribe or ufe thofe :
terms ; If the fame men that refufe this, be will'm‘ ‘ote ’;e;y
fcribe tothe whole Scripture, or to a Confeflion ingSco' .
tenz:_s,& yém:{ay force him to no more ‘ g
0bjeét.But Hereticks will fubferibe tc; ipt j
muft wrelt it then, or wrelt their Cm?fi:gzg: ?. j\d ’tdftd .They
. (él; gl;)f?f?i ;::Se fhifts, they may alfo fubfcribe ‘Eo a[;y gfe;tﬁi
g c::" g hxf Herefie be lfttent in his mind, you know
b ] m an Heretick,uor dothit hurt the Church :
If iv _he quhﬂnd- or preached to others, let civil G e
queltion him for corporal punifhment ‘and lec th X‘(rfemo“ v
-Paltors queftion bim to his Reform io e v |
g 53 rmation or Reje@ion. You |
sy i oe‘;t:;, grgund hto,rqe& him for delivering falfe- :
: or ibi
S fuia}c;'lflzi f(gr ?ot fubfcrnbmg to Truthin
‘ : feri th e fame Truth in Gods Words.
Mmm . There
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There is no Unity to be expecied , if you will fo far depart
from the Scripture fufficiency, as to make any more for fenfe
or phrafe, of abfolute neceffity to our peace. By phrafe or

- terms, | meaneither the fame numerically (asin the Original)

or equipollent ( as in tranflations. ) And I fay not that ic’s
nece:ﬂ'ary to the unity of the Church, that every ‘word - in
Scriptare (Original or Tranflations) be fubfcribed to; ( for
fome may doubt of the corruption of a word or Book ) But

that 70 more is neceffary, 1f-all Scripture be not of thatdegree .

of Neceflity, much lefs humane additions, /# 8.20. 1T im.
3:17. 2Tim.1.13, 1 Cor.9.§. 1 Tim.6,20. A{.20.32.

et 2.The Churches Unity & Peace muft not belaid upon all Di-
vine Truths : as not on leffer darker points,which neither the be-
ing nor well-being of Chriftianity is concerned.in fo much 8s to
relt upon them, Phil. 3.15,16. Rom.14.15,17, 20.Heb.
§.11,12,13,14. 1Cor.7.19,Gal. §,6. & 6.15.Col. 3.11.

13. We ought to love and efteem as Chriftians and mem-
bers of the Catholick Church all thofethat profefs to believe the

Effentials of Chriftianity, and to be fan&ified by the Spirit of
God, and lead a holy upright life ; fo they make a credible pro-

feffion, not evidently contradi@ed by words or deeds: though-.

thefe perfons may differ fromus inmany lower pointsof Do-

&rine, Worfhip or Government, I Cor.1.2- Eph. 6.24.Gal. 6.

15,16.Phil.3.16: Rom.15.1,2. & 14.1,2. 1 Cor.8.9.

14. Weought fo to manage the Worfhip of God inour pat--
ticular folemn Affemblies, that no fober peaceable Chriftianmay

be repulfed or forced from our local Communion, through diffes
rences in things of indifferent nature, Heb.8.5. AMat.15- 9+ Roms-
14.13 & 14 1. 2 Cor.11.3. foh.4.23,24+ :
15. If any Chorchesdiffer from us-in Ceremonies: of fmaller
things, or if any particular Chriftians differ, fo ithat they can~
nor in confcience hold focal Communion with us in the fame Af-
femblies for Worfhip ( E. G. if we it at the Lords Suppef, and
they dare not take it without kneeling « if we fing a verfion 0
the Pfalms which they fcrup'eto joyn in; If we periit none
to joyn that will not conform in difputa
thoughiit be firft our duty to do-our beft to remove all offences,
yet if that cannot be done, we may and oughr in feveral Affem-

blics to take each other for Brethren, and.of the fame Catholick
: Church,

:

ble things ) in fueb cafes,
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