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Prfsbyters,_ ~with his Treatife of the Keys, where he will cell’
you, that it was the Bifheps Office to be the ordinary Preacher,
to Pray, to célebrate the Eucharilt, to vifit the Sick, to keep. :
?ﬂd;dlﬁrl‘bute‘;he‘alms and offerings of the Church, as Curators 4
or the Poor, with much more work. _&nd that cyery fingle :

C re o had fuch a Bifhop, that ever met. to celebrate ;
Gods publick Worlkip; and that there was not a mee:ing of a

(;huﬁian Church without fuch | for the faid Worfhip in Scripture-

times) for he {aith that there is no proof that there were any

othsr Presbysers.in Scripture-times.. 5 - . oo o b

;. And for Difeipline, it is palt doubts 1. That as to the mat--

ter of it, it muft conlift of a perfonal watch over eaeh member _

of the flock 3 that every oac in it that liveth in grofs fin, or In- e
fidel, or Heathenih, or Herctical error and ignorance, be or=- el
derly admonifhed, firft more privately, afterward more openly, .

“ﬁ lattiy moft pubi,ic‘dy;, and that he be by convincing reafons b
an

¢xhortations petfwaded to repentance. That the penitent

mu be comforted and confirmed, the obftinately impenitent re. . 4
je@ed, as unmeet for the Communion of the Church.  And for :
the manner, 1t is agreed that it muft be done with condefcend= |

ing tendernefs, paticnce, plain evidence, earneflt exhortations, o |
00_means left untried to reduce a finful miferable foul. And i

all this with the time and patience which {o great a work re- j
- quireth. (And fure if the Congregation muft avoid the finner, |
they (hould know why.) ©One fuch perfon will hold the
" Paffor work from firft to laft many-an hour and day,
~ Noxt, let us think how many fuch as by Chrifts Law muft be
thus-dealt with, are in a Diocefs, I had the moft refcrmed
people (as to fins of commiffion and omiffion) that ever 1 knew
-in England. Our cuftom being to have cach family come by
turns to us to he perfonally Catechifed 2nd inftru@ed. Lhad full
-~ opportunity to know them all. ' Many fcore of them that came )
daily to Church, knew not the Effentials of Chriftianity and :
Baptifin. . When I came firfk to them, | {uppofe fome thoufands
lived in grofs ignorance, open impiery and prophanemeis. - And-
even at laft fome fcores 1 fear lived in grofs fin. . Some were
_notorions drunkards, raging weekly twice of thrice in- the open R |
“Rreets. Seme quicter drunkards, Many profane Swearers, Too { : g
many railers, fighters, flanderers, &¢.. Three or four Apoltate- 9
Infidels.. The Parifhes about me were far worle, A g,r,car,pg_r;:f
. < / - ~thes
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the people know not who Chrift is, nor what he'doth, as the
Saviour of the world, nor underftand one of many Articles of
the Creed, or Petitions of the Lords Prayer; much lefs do a-

_ny thing like Chriftians for Children or Servants in ~their
“Families, : 5 : 0% 313 104

" The Diocefs th
fome have half as
People. in' London

at 1now .live in, hath above 1! 'Parifhes,’
nany 5 fome Parithes have 3000, fome 16000
fome'20000, 30000, and the Country fmaller
ally’ about 400, 500, or 1000, 1 do warrantably
conje€ture that in the Diocels where | now live, there may be
about 500c0 fouls that by Chrifts Law fhould ~be -admonithed
and difciplined for ‘=; fin.  And about ®c000, ‘or 105000
that are grofly igno - ¢ of Chriftianity. It's ten to one (expe-
rience tells it me) thoo five Conventions will fcarce ferve with

- each obftinate finner , to bring the work to the iffue of a due

Excommunication or Abfolution. Some parts of ‘the Diocgfs
that [ am in, are about 120 miles from other parts. The Dio
cefan then that doth all this himflf, (but there is no fuch) if

~he fit half -the year, muft cither fpeak to 10000, or 20000 pefe

fons at once, or in a few minutes, or elfc he muft fet all the
reft lye and rot in their fins, till he hath done with the ﬁﬂ"
And indeed (T have tried it) a fober Paftoral courfe of con-

+ vittion and difcipline with each one, will take up fo much time,

that feven years are not enough for him to go over all this
Diocefs if he did as'much in a month as ever'I knew a Biffiop
do in hi life, except again® Godly Nonconformifts, or Conlci-
iR Saleglice” v T U tren il eeas oz T
~But if ‘'you confider how far every accufing Minifter and |
‘Churchwarden, ‘and every dccufed finner, have to travel, fome

120, fome 40 miles, ¢e. ) ‘arid that Witnelles alfo muft travel as - -

‘far 5 and how long they muft attend, and how few can bear
“the'charge 'of this 5 and that the old and weak fort of finners
are finable for the journey,  and who fall do' the Parifh Mini-
Rereworlt the while 5 and how ' likely it that of 10000 fuch
finers;” o006 may be dead, or the Witnefles at lcaft beforg
“thersaie iried and well difparched 5 or the cafeigrown eld;an

the fattie in 0’ drudker ~twventy” times again ‘before he can be
‘)’UégEd' {Ol"”ﬂ%ﬁﬁ!'ﬂ‘. ; Anda[lo ‘how ﬂ‘rangc a cour{qth‘fs 15 10.
‘humble, cervince,” and fave a foul- wonderful |l ————

that it fhould with any man living be a controverfi, Whether

: _one

<
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one Bifhop-be fufhicient for all this? And what need we more -

;‘han\cornmon experience ? The work is every where undoge.
.2y the blame where you will, not one common grofs finner of

~ . a thoufand is difciplin’d or judged as in queftion. That which

can be done, and (hould be done, fome one goad Eithop will
do. But none that ever I knew did ever fee the face, and {peak
-to dne of a thoufand grofs finners of his Diocefs, (unlefs per-

haps as he preached to one or few Congregations)) nor do.I
Know any that take it for their work, (if they could do it),-.

but leave it to the Lay-Chancellor as his part.

If you fay that Excommunication muft not be on many s i

anfwer, , S
1. The Bifhops trying and co _  fanr
for their Repentance, and not their Excommunication, €exccpt.
in cafe of the laft obftinacy, which cannot be foreknown till
tried, ¢ : v ;
2. If Chrift would not have fuch Difcipline at all, there

needs no Bithop to do it. If he would, when twenty drunkards, .

fornicators, g, ate notorioufly guilty, is it his will that one
~of thefe only be admonifhed, convinced, excommunicated, and
all the reft fet alone that ‘are equally guilty? Sore the Law of

Gad doth not fo diftinguifh, but fay of all alike, If any called -

abrother be 4 fornicators @c. And will fuch partiality either re-
torm men, or honour Religion, or rather make it a fcorn, and
make him that is fingled out, hatethe partial Profecutor:

. If you fay it’s long of Churchwardens that accufe not men ¢ I
anfwer, .

1., And it will be fo, while the thing is‘» unfeafable 5 who -

will be hated to do no good? - : :
2. Some Churchwardens of late te fome Articles have prefene

ted all the Parith without exception. And fo no man heard of

it any more, i

II. And whether the Bithop may delegate his Office, or do his
work per alios, would be no controverfie if Scriptureé were oug
Rule; or it were known what a Paftors office is. If he may
~ delegate ir, either to a Layman in [enfis compofitoy or to a
Clergyan: [fto.a Layman, than a Layman and a Clergy.man

are a,l'{ one. For there is nothing but the work to define the -
authority and obligation by, which conftituteth the Office, A .
Bilhop is one authorized and obliged to do the work of a Bifhops'

& ; and

N\

aviction of grofs finners is firft
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and fo is a Layman too by this fuppofition. If to a Clergy-
‘man, either to one of the {ame order and office ‘with the Rithop,

or of another. If of the fame ( before or now ‘made fo)) darur -
Guafisnm, then he is not the fole Bithop.  If of another i#f fer[u
compofico; then another Clergy man s not another 3 For he that
is Aurhorized to the fame work, is of the {ame Office.

If you fay that he may not ‘delegate the whole work, de
[pm‘e, but apart; I ask which: part ? either the Effential part,

-or but an Integral common part. If the former? 1. Either to

‘fuch as God in Scripture by office authorizeth to that parr, or

‘Inot:  If the former, then the Bifhop cometh too late to that

which God hath done already. And then that is no proper
‘work of Bithops which Ged hath made common to another
'Office. .. If the later, than a man may make new Prieftly Offices
‘and- Orders, even toithe fame work that God hath made Offi-
cers to do already. . And then we need not fay, [that Orders
:are Fure Divino] if the Bithop may make more at his pleafure 3
but quoe jure 3 and what fhall fet his bounds and end ? This feem-
seth more (in kind ) than the Iralians at Trent would have given
't0: the Pope over Bifhops. - And_if they do not themfelves alfo
that (ame Effential part of their Office which they. give to

_ others, they degrade themfclves, For the ceafing or alienation

-of an Efftntial part, changeth the fpesies. _
1 But | fuppele 'yeu will fay it js Presbyters to whom ‘they
may delegate this work. ~And if fo, cither it is a work vehich

%

God hath made part of the Presbyters Office, or not, Ifit be,

“then that Presbyrer doth his own work appointed him by God,

and not another mans. - If not, then he maketh anew Officer,
‘wha s veither Bifbop nor Presbyter. - b

- But the Nature of the Office fheweth | that it may not be
delegated: (though a Bifhop may Ordain men tofap Cffice of

" Gods mak ng, and the King or Church may make new Officers

il L fucra, as Chorch-Wa:densy Clock keepers Oftiaries, &70.)3

for it is [an Authority, and obligation to perfonal duty, to be -
‘done by perfonal ability] as is the Office of a’Phyfxianh,-a]udg",
a School-Msiter, 2 Pilor, @c- where be that authorizeth and

obligeth inother ftatedly to do his work , doth: thereby make
. 'that other a Phyfician, Judg, School-Mafter, Pilot, ¢&v. l?hls is

but Oxdin itior.. -~~~ : : e o
And if a Bithop e but one that may appoint others tothﬁ: .




“the Epifcopal 3 T
‘ pifcopal work, then 1. Why is not every King-a ;
for he may appoint men todo a Biﬂ?ops work ;“Xnd wﬁy iSB l‘l‘eh:gt’:
alfo a Phyfician , Mufician, Pilot, ¢vc. becaufe he may do the
like by them ? 2. And then the Bifhop appointed by the King,
;:‘ no more a Bxlhqp indeed than one appointed by a Biﬂl(;p
, e 3 P8y : e g
. But this delegation that I fpeak againft, is a {maller fin than
fuch, men choofe. To depute others to exescile Difciphne,
‘whom God appointed not de [pecie therete, is but Sacriledg
and. Ufurpation, (by alienating it from the true office, and
fetting up a falle ope): But yct the thing might fome how be
kd(n-‘q,lfany were to do- it. Bue ‘lhe almoﬁ total depofition
and' deftru@ion of the Difcipline it c1f, and detting none-do 1r,
- éw pretending the fole authority of doing it is another kind of
- n . 8

. -Now-to your anfwer from the fimilitude of Civil Monarchs,
I reply, 1tis-no wonder if we fiever ‘Agree about Chuech-offices,
if we no better -agree of the general nature of thems and their
work, Of which-if you will plcale toread"a fheet or two which
I wrote the laft year to Ludov. Molinans, of ihe difference of
Magiftracy, and Church-pow<f, and alfo read the Lord Bacons
Confiderations, you will excufe me for here paffiog by what is
-thewefaitles 315 et azeitic vd : ' JO&% 28
1. The Randing of the Magiftrates Office is by the Law of
‘Nature, which therefore allowcth variety and mutations of in-
ferior Orders, as there is caufe.  But the ftanding of the Cler-
gy is by Svpernatural Inftitution Our Book of Ordination faith
there are three Orders, ¢¢, Therefore man may not alter them,
-or thake mote ebathat Asmekiodi; i HoA  Jplitohius AT ¥R
H. Kingly power requireth not,ad difpofitionem mareric; fuch
Perfonal ability as the Paftoral-cffice doth. A child may bea King,
and it may ferve-turn if he be but-the head of power, and give
others. commiffion to do all .the reft of the Governing work,

fhop ; who is not fubjectum €apax - effence of the office
without perfonal ap{itu]:lc. 14 P‘?-?[,mc,‘;_. : -
: ;'III. God hath deferibed the Bifhops office in'Seripture as con-
Wing of three parts; wiz.. Teaching, Prieftiy,> (or:about Wor-
fhip and/Sacraments) and ruling 5. as under-Chrifts Prophetical;
Prieftly and Kingly Office. .Andmhe hath no where made one,

' more

But it is not fo- with-a Judg, a Phyfician, an Orator, or @ Bi-

i
]
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more proper toa Bithop than another s nor faid this is Efféntial, -

and that is but Integral. Therefore the Bithop may as well
allow a Layman to adminiftsr the Sacraments, ¢5c. as one not

.appointed to it by God, to Rule by the Keys,

IV. The Bithops Pafteral Rule is only by Gods word upon

~ the Confcience (as Bithop Bilfon of Obed. fheweth at large,and

all Froteftants agree), and not by any mul@s or corporal force.
If he ufe the fword, or conftraint, it4s not as a Bifhop, but as
a Magiftrate. But the Kings is by the fword. And will it fol-
low that becaule the King may appoint another to apprehend
men, and carry them to prifon, e that. therefore a Bifhop
appointed by God to Preach, Worfhip and Rule, and therein
to draw the Impenitent to Repentance by patient exhortations,
and reproofs, &¢. may commit this to another, never appointed
to it of God ? .

- V. Either it is the Bifhops work - (as was faid) that is delega-
ted by him, or fome other. If properly his own, than ei-
ther he maketh more Bifhops, (‘and that’s all we plead for), or
elfe-a Presbyter or Layman may do a Bifhops proper work:
And then what need-of a Bithop- (to pafs by the contradi
&tion.) : ot

V.. But my chief anfwer to you'is, the King as Supreme Ma=

giftrate doth appoint and rule by others that are truly Magis -

ftrates: They have every one a Judicial power in their feveral
places under him, even every Juftice of Peace. But you {uppofe
the Bifhop-to fet up no Bifhops, ner no Church-Governours
under him at.all.: A King can rule a Kingdom by Supremo
Judgment, when he hath-hundreds of Judges under bim who do
it: by his authority. And if this had been all our difpute, whe~

ther a Patriarch or Archbifhop can rule a thoufand Churches by ;
a theufand Inferior Bifhops, or Church-rulers, you had-faid

fomething ? But doth it follow that yeur Church Monarch can
over-fee them all himfelf without any fub-overfeers, or rule
them (by Gods wod on the Confcience) without any fub-rulers?
¥Yeou appropriate the Decretory Power to your Monarch; and’
communicate only the executive. Hold to that. The whole Go*
vernment is but Legiflatio ¢ Judiciam 5 Legiflation now we med-
dle.not withs (yer our Bifhops allow: it to the Presbyters in
Convocation, for they take Canons to be Church-Laws.) Itisa

lower power that is denied to them,.thatthey grant the hig:lﬂ'
. ; 3 Qswin
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“to. Bate execution is no Government. A Hangman is no Ge.
vernour. .'A Governour may alfo be Executioner, but a meer
Executionier is no Governour. The People are Executioners of
‘Excommunications, while they withdraw from the Excommuni-
cate, and with fuch do not eat, gc as 1 Cor. 5. And the Parifh-
Prieft is an’ Executioner, while he(as.a Cryer) proclaimeth or
readeth the Chancellors Excommunication in the Church, and
when he denicth she Sacrament to thofe that he is bid deny-it
to. I grant you that this is'Communicated. But it is the Judi-
cial power it felf which I have been proving the Bifhop uncapa-
ble of. Exploration is part of the Judicial work. I kmow you

include not that in execution Lwhich follows 1t.) If you did, it.

would be a fad office for a Bifhop to fentence all men, upon o-
ther mens trial and word, ~ As if the Bifhop muft Excommuni-
cate all that fome body elfe faith he muft Excommunicate. This
turneth Decrecing into a ‘Hangman-like Execution. 5t
And the nature of the caule forbiddeth it. No man is to be
Excommunicate for any otler crime as fuch, but for Impeni-
tence in {ome crime 3 nor to be abfolved after, but upon Repen-
. tance. Now if it were, but whether a man de fafto have been
drunk, or fornicated, -or perjured, & it were hard judging
{ententially meerly on truft from others ; but yet perhaps that
might fometimes be done . But when the cafe is, Whether the
‘man be penitent, Perfonal trial is neceffary to a Rational and
Ecclefiaftical adminiftration of the;fentence. I conclude therefores
that as a King can judg by many hundred Judges, and a Gene-
ral command an Army by many hundred Command-ers, but not
without any one by himftlf alone, having Executioners under
him. ‘So is it here, ; - et
VIl And 1 pray you note one-other difference: In the King-
domit is not one fubjeé of an hundred, or many hundreds,
that hath Law fuits with others once in a year, Of feven years,
ot his life. Nor one of fome hundreds (where 1 have lived)
that findeth the Magiftrate work as Criminal. And in this
we differ even fram the Phyfician, who in a City hath not one
of many that is fick, but we are ail of a finning corrupt difpofiti-
on, and the Paftor hath few of his flock that need not fome per-
fonal applications in one degrce or- other. And even as to grofs
fins lived in, and igoorance or herefie againt the very eflence of
Chriftianity,it is a good Parifh where a confiderable part of itare not

M2 guiltys -
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guilty 5 fo that it-is eafier fog_pn{::jy{ﬁce of Peace to fend two
or three thieves ina year to a Gaol, 'ar{dfﬁii{g )

» : : \two or three
to the good b_ebavmar,,t banfor.one Bilhop to admenith, exhoity -
- convince and judg 1coco impesitent fianers in a little time, and
hear all the Witnefles; ¢s. et g e
If‘ you fhould have faid, that the Parifh Pricl is to reproves
exh_or(, convince them firt, till he prove them impenitent, and.
he is to infru@ the-ignorant, Inficels and Hereticks : 1 anfwer,
L. That is more than an executive power. 2. We defire no .
more at-all {rom Bifhops or any, “and know no other Epifcopal
power ovcr the people, but thus perfonally togonvince men, ank -
declare to the Congregaticn upen prosfy the. finefs:-or unfitnfs of mer-
for their Communson, by penirence or impenstence,  But this is it
that the Minifters are  hindred from, or denied, ‘They have no
power to fpeak with any one ignorant, Heretical, Infidel, or
{candalous finner in the Parifh, but fuch as are willing: And few~
of ‘the ‘guilty-are willing. They will peither come to the Mini-_
fler; nor fuffer him to come to them, but {hut their doors on
him if they know that he cometh on fuch a work, or elfe th'E%l
will not be within. Or if they be, will tell him, that they will
not anfwer him. When I came fitft to Kederminfter, the rabble
multitude curft me-in the frects, and rofe up againft: me, but
for faying, That Infants Ofiginally -have that fin and. mifery
‘which needs a Saviour 3 yet fuch (if they fcorn to {peaks with
us) muft be our Communicants for want of Paftoral POWET. -
There is no Law or penalty that [ ever knew of, to conftrain
any to come.to us, receive Usy hear us, or anfwer us; if we
had never fo-much caufe to queftion them of, or fortifie them
againft infidelity, herefie, ignorance, of wicked lives. And if,
any other accufe them to us (as few will) we mult not judg them
without trial. Yo
It may be you will fay, Would you have them conftrained by
_force to fpeck with the Paftor, o give him any account of their
faith, life, or koowledg, befides coming with others into the
Church? 1 anfwer, No, we would have no force, as we have
none. ‘But then we would not be forced our fclyes by the
Church-Lords and Monarchs to take our {elves for the Paftors
of fuch as refufe: our Paftoral office; and to give the Sacramenty
and all ‘priviledges of Church-Communion, to every one in the
- Parifh, who upon juft fufpicion of grofs fcandal, herefie, infidec
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dity ‘or 'ignotance; obintitely refufethi to Theak ¥0, 115 Mdive
s Ay actount, or to be"Fried. " I'that have yER15 YT iy
“rifh By Pegfonal Conference, know that houfandy and 1

! ;Chfi‘& be God- or man, or Angel, of what; nor who the oly
‘Ghoft 15" orwhy IChiilt disd; rofe’s” not feavee ang fhpefaru-
rally revealed article of the Chriftian faith. And that many that
underftand themy believe thém not: CAnd T delie "no’ Chireh-
‘poweér; but not to take thofe, 1. For Chriftians 5 2. An for
@y efpecist Chriftian flock,” . Who are no Chriftians 3 2. WF@
ib\emfch{gs‘ refufe it. Without their confent the Minifter. is for-
ced 6 them, They are forced by ‘the fword to fay that they
are’ Chriftians, and to com= to-Church and Communpicate. The
old Chriftian Profeffion was, 7 will be a Chriffian, and ‘hold Com-
munion with the Church , though I go to prifon or death for it.
The Prelariéal Chritian-Profeflion is, 7 will rather be a Chriflian
and Communicate, thsn I will ‘Iye in Gadl, ‘and bave all;my. I;'jh;a;
confifcate. Secing then that'we have not the cue power of a Par
. ftor to deny our Cffice-adminiftrations in Sicraments to thofe
that refafe - us in- the other parts oforefaid, we are utterly
~ difabled from fo much as ‘preparing men_for the Bithops, or
~ ‘Chancellors Examination.” * g LR =
. SRV IR it were otherwife, that mult notiatishc 102, ¢
" Monarch, who muft judg himfelf , an | therelore muft hear by

him{elf. : : ot o :
“ * But you tell me, ¢ s plainly againfb experieice 17 Eccleﬁ.@ﬁzcky.
Anf. 10s hard then to know any thing. For I difpute all this
while, as if thequeftion were, Whether men in Englind {peak

Englifh. And if 1 herein 1, I zm urcurable, and therefore lal-
low you to defpair of me. You fay, The greatnefs of no City was
thonghe [ufiicient to multiply Bifbops. - i

eAnf 1. Gods Inftitution was, that every Church have a
Bithop, eA&. 14.2'3, ¢, 8
“ 2. A particular Church then was, A Seciety of Neighbour-
Chriffians, combined for Perfonal Comvmunich in Gods Wor fhip,
and holy living, confifting of Paftor and flock:

Bithop in the world, fave at eAlexandria and R gty had more
fuch Congregations and Altars than oney nor thele for a long
time ‘after the Apoftles 3 nor in many Churches of cme hundred
years longer. . - , ; 4 Bt

fands among s know-not (‘and therefore ‘believe no;j’v!‘q‘ttgcg _

‘ot fatisfie the Church:

3. For 250 years I think, you cannot Prove that any one
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_ <&+ At Antioch (the third Patriarchate) Ignatius profefleth -shar
very Church bad one Altar, and e Bifhop with bis Presbyters
and Deacons, fellow-[ervants, And that in this one Church the
. Bifhop muft enquire of all by name, even Servant.men and Maids,
and fge that they abfented not themfeives from the Church.
;)Nh); Isnot Jgnatsus confuted if he erred? Vid, « ede on the

oint, : ;
Se Alexandria and Rome by not mulriplying Bifhops as Churches
gan the grand fin and cal:mity which

hath undone us, and therefore are not to be our Pattern, Orbis

rajer eft urbe,

6. Were Bifhops neceflarily to be diftributed by Cities, the
Empires that have few, or no Cities, mnft have few, or no Bi-

ops 5 and an Emperor might, aliud agends, depofe alf the Bi-
thops by dif franchizing the Cities,

7- But every Corporation, oppidum, like our Market-Towns,
was then truly morss: And if you will but procure every fuch
City with us, to have a Bifhop, and the Office of fuch Bifhops
to be to drive men from fin, and not to it, and to filence Blaf-

_Phemers, and not faithful Preachers of the Gofpel, all our con-
troverfies of Prelacy are then at an end. ‘

8. And you muft remember, that great Cities had long but
few Chriftians, in comparifon of the Heathens (till Conflantine’s
‘time, and moftly long after). And when Patrick_with his own
hand Ordained Three Hundred and Fifty Bifhops in your Ire-
land, they were but Ecclefiarur: fundatores , and with them he
founded but feptingentas Ecclefias, and Ordained Five Thoufand
Clerks, if Foceline be true, ¥t Patric. cap. 185. and not rather
the far more credible report of Autonin. in Chron, tir. 11. cap.
18. §. 2. and Pincent. [pecul. hiffor. lib. 20 cap. 23, who (ay,
that Ecclefias fundavit 365. ordinavit Epifcopos eodem: numero 365.
€t eo amplins in quibus [piritus Dei erat. Preshyteros auter /75
ad 3:co. ordinavit. As Ulher citeth them, de primord. Egcl, Br.
P- 957. which is Ninjus number there. So that here is no
g;orc Churches than Bifhops, "and about Nine Presbyters to a Bi-

op. :

You tell me of above One thoufand Clergy-men at Rowe, if
Cornelius’s time.,

«nf. 1. This ws sbove Two hundred and Fifry years af-
ter Chrifts Birth. 2, [ never took all the impotent perfons,

: : poor,
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gy-women, Corgelins his account is, that there are Six and Forry
P’“b}’ﬁﬂ, Seven Deacons , Seven Sub-Deacons , Tiwoe and Forty
Acolytes, Two and Fifty Exorcifts, and Readers , with Porters,
Widaws, and ivspotens perfons, above One thoufand and Fifty fouls,
eonfidering, 1. How their Meetings were then obfcure, and {mall,
in Houfes ("as the tolerated Churches in Londoz ). _A'nd in {o
vaft a City, in how many diftant places. Belides the {ub-ur.
- bicarian Affémblies. 4. And how many Presbyters ufed ftll to

be with the Bifhop in the fame Affembly? §: And that here
are in all but Seven Deicons 6. And that many then were
Presbyters that ufed not. to Preach, but for privater over-fight,
and as the Bifhops Affefiors. 7. And that the poorer fort moft’
commonly received the Gofpel. 8. And thatnone of thefe, but
the Six and Forty Presbyrers, had any power 1n the __D‘fC_‘th‘c,‘
9. And that by all this reckoning, the whole Church maintain-
‘ed not,-befides the Officers, neara thoufand poor 3 W¢ may pro-
bably conjeéture , that the whole Church of that Bifhop was.
not bigger than fome one London-Parith (Stepney, Giles, Crip-
plegate, Martins, &c. ) where are about Fifty thoufand fouls.
10, And when none were Chriftiang, but perfecuted Volunteers,
they were the holieft; and beft of men and T have tryed, that
Six hundred fuch make lefs work for Difcipline, than Ten of
the Rabble that are driven into our Churches, and choofc them
rather than the Goal, : : : ,

But when all’s done, Two Cities under the power of great
temptation,. are not to be our Rule againft Gods Word , and
the Rate of -all other Churches in the world, and undeniable
€xXperience. Eit :

Is true that you fay, that tuere® another Alrar was count-.

came up, no Church had more t ne Altars
- not; and can give you (had Iliberty) a Volume of proof from’
Antiquity , that for Two hundred and Fifty years , if “not-.
mUCh loﬂgef,' Igmiti'm*s RU!(: was true . ’that'every Churghhad

faid.

g

Poors and Widowsin the Chirch, to be Clergy-men, and Cler-

ed Schifm j that is, Alrare contraaltzres becaufe when the Phrale -

~~Your Inftances intimated of Antiotl and Carthage, 1 believe -

one Altar, and one Bifhop, at leaft , except the two afore< -
394 3 E s i

“Ulphilas Was but an Arrigs Bithop; of 1 few Gorbs fetnly
turned Arpians, and the firft that tranflated t9¢ Scriptires .i:l?;h




S \ 5 [ 88; ] ;

the Gothick Tongues fo that no Churches among them had the
Scripture, till after his tranflating ; and thefe few were pre-
fengly perfecuted to rhe death by dthanarichus (ur.: focras.
1ih. 4 cap. 32.) You may call thefe few, a Kingdom, if you

......

plegie., .. avaan WEtaEer LEE YRS
ﬁOW few of the Jndians were converted when. Frumentius
“(not < Edefius, as you fay) was.made their Bithop, it’s safie. to
-gather by the Riffopfl' ~ 727 = B2 semiiaTe
Sc’ly?thia and Perfia ufed to have each a Bithop, and he-lived in
.the Roman Empire, as near them as he durft, as not being tole-
rated ufually intheir Land. And as|few, it’s like, Mofss had -
-among the eArabians ; there being .no mention in the Hi-
- fory of any thing to perfwade us, that he had many Churches un-
(der him, that1remember. And the work of thefe Bifhops was to
ordain Presbyters, who had the power of the Keysy, @ eacepre
‘Ordinatione, did all that Bithops did, as Hierome faith. So.that
then o bi'o‘c_cfs_ had not one fole Church-Governour3 andthere-
fore where you gather that yer Difcipline was-not: diffolved + 1
anfwer; & oy neply pemni 390
UL Inall this you leave out a matter of chief confideration .
- iz, That all the Presbyters then were affitants in Difcipline,
‘and had a true Church-GoVernment over the prople, which now
they have not. e b i rhnud g
2. It’s firange that we that have eyes and ears muft be fent
to the Indians and ancient Hiftory, to know whether one Bifhop
can hear, and try, and admonith fo many thoufands at onces’ as
we fee by experience are thole Objefts of Difciplie. which
3ﬁe‘,sc;i§;;iz}g' defcribeth , and when e fee that itis wot
one.
And after all this, we have talk’tibut of a Fhantafn ; fof
it is not on¢ Bifhop, but one Lay man, a Chancellor, that’u:
feththis Decretory power 8 the, Keys, over all thefe fouls, fo
far as they are u éﬂ,;_:a ‘_ “;.\Eez_o‘r;d‘mﬁy; Court-tryals aundﬁ‘x"‘
‘ercife’y, and the, Bifhop rarely. medleth with i, , . a0 000
'Again, Nonconformifts doubt not to prove, that the. Dioce-
fan frameé, which they dase not fwear to, .1, Doth depofe the
Jpecies of Churches of Gods Inflitution. . 2. And the Difcipline.
ittelf almoft totally. 3. ‘And the fpecies of Presbyters. 4. And
the old Jpecies of Bifhops.  And inflead of each of thefe, /1et=

teth Up a new Jpesies of man’s invention, wholly different, Aagg

-
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_And that they are not willing to Swear, Subfcribe, or de~
,m’m‘_d‘/ and f{olemnly enter into a Church-Covenanty That
in their Places and Callings they will never endeavour any alte-
ration of this, no not by a requeft or word, you may lels wos--
der than if fome were then loath to Swear or Covenant mever to
endeavour to také down the Priefls of Dan and Berbel, or re-
form the high places. It’s dangerous making a folemn Mini-
fterial Covenant, Never to obey God in any onc great matter, and
never to repent of [a doing. 217 : :
- Again, our Reafons at the Savoy were, 1. About another ma:s
ter: 2. Few of them received, ot ever publifhed to the world.
- And all that I have {3id to yéu is very little ef our 'Caui'e',w})xch
I'will not touch, unlefs I might profecute if. S S
Your information abeut Bifhop Sander [on, :
of all things, . is as the reft, to conquer our fenfe and expe-
fience, 1. The words in the A& are moft plain, and Bifhop
Sander[on de- Furam, concludeth, That Oaths (and Covenants
muft be taken in the plain and proper fenle. 2. It xsnotml?ug,
that'after the Lords in a Provifo of another .Aﬂia would, .a\{‘c;
fo expounded the A& of Unitormity, (that 1t ls.meant_butl o
confent to ufe, ¢¢.) and the Commons rejelted it as INTOEr
~able, and vpon a meeting of both Houles fatisfied the Lords by
their Reafons, who acquicfced in the rejcétion of that_Expohtl-
on, And fhall we fill itretch our fenfe againft the plain words,
Vﬁvhen the Parliament long after hath rejeted fuch an Expe-
fionea . 5 N
Sir, itis tuch more (efpecially about Separation) which your
lines invite me to {ay, and the caufe requireth; but 1 fear 1 have
wronged you by proligity already ; and much more by my free-
dom of fpeech, which is from my inclination to fpeak of things
as they are, andis truly joined with a very great rcfpe&t and
?oqo‘ur of your felf, commanded by your excellent Book, and
judicious peaceable ftile and temper. I reft,

Tour unworthy Fellow-[ervant,

and the word , Ufe

' Ian.5.167z.' R : Cworthy tobe Si(cnced),
3, o vang Roo s by s v RI, BAXTERS
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“ The fhort Anfwer to Mr. Dodwel’s long Letter, fully” an= -
_fw;ged‘l_nmy;Treatife‘of Epifcopacy.

; ' oo g \g2)

" Eorshe W, 0”'{;{’1 and waireh ,’Hénoumd' Mr. Henry Dodwell, .-
~_«t Trinity Colledg rear Dublin iz Ireland.

- Worthy Sir, >
I Thankfully received yours of 28 Pages, from the hand of
A Mr. Teate. That 1 may not be-again guilty of fuch haftine(s-
In writing as you take notice of, I premite this to acquaint you,
That your warning, with my backwardnefs to fuch work, and the
multitude of Employments in which 1 am pre-engaged, fhall
keep me a while from that error, and you from the, trouble.
- And if [ take not your concluding couniel to avoid both time- -
tity and partiality in this Caufe, I fhall notorioufly contraditt
ine own. intereft. I have Rudied the point as dil 'ge,;m&.;@,‘l'
i 5 almoft thirty years longer than you have lived in the
worldy: (if the bearer of yours give me. a, true account of your
age:) »And yet | truly think it very poffible that one of fuch
admirable parts and dizligence as your {cif, (evident in your great
reading and accurate fhile) may know much more in half that
time. But if I can. know my own thoughts, I have ftudied with
-a defite whatever it coft- me, 1o know /the truth. Ldarenot fay,
(Impartially)- altogether. For I have flefb and blood, and who
can choofe but have a listle partiality for that way which all his -
worldly intereft pleadeth for ? Could I have praved Conformity
lawful (not to- have contained a Govengat ,‘;g;i‘n&;t&e; Church=
- form, Church-offices, and iChureh=difcip'ingiofi Chrifts Inflitutt
ons, and for upholding that Church Ulurpation and  Tyranny
which began and. flill centinueth. the Divifions of the Chriftian
World ; nor the delibérate Minifierial owning of the Perjury 0%
mapy. thefands; ¢i¢.) § need not have undergone the com®ofj
Jeorn and batred that 1 have born, nor to have been deprived O -
alMimifterialimaintenarce, and filenced for eleven years of that -
part.of my life, which fhould have been moft ferviceable (to &€
ng Mmore); my Reputation withs thofe on the other extreme, ;
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:S;g[v‘f;]l:ntamy caft away, by oppofing them ( whjen I could 25
y-have kept it as moft I know) left it fhould be any fnare or

tempting interelt to me, 1 affure you, That Thave not wanted This was
;bread,‘ is a thing thgt I owe ro thanks to any party for, either written
Prelatifts, Preshytevians or Independents, &r¢.” 1 confefs 1 have long ago.
read what'the ognriprelati/ts fay, fuch as Beza, Gerfon, Bucer,
- Didoclav, Parker, Bans, Facoh, Blondel, Salmafins, &¢. But 1
have more diligently Rudicd, fiace I was twenty years of age, the
chicfe® on the other fide, Saravia, Bilfon, Downham, Hooker,
Burges; (ovel, Bridg, Bancroft, VWhitgift, Spalatenfis, and fince’
-Petavinsy, Hammond, and multitudes more. And 1 have now, as
-you defired, read over all yours, that I might fec the end, before
I pat my judgment on the beginning, But our apprehenfions
-are various, as our preconceptions are; I find that we are all
foreftalled, and readieft to learn of our felves, who are not 2l-
‘ways the happieft Teachers of our fclves. What we have fisf laid
in, is ufually made the ftandard of all that followeth 5 and all’
_muft bereduced into a due Conformity and fubferviency to our
former fentiments. You bave fhewed great learning, ingenuity
and piety, and in a very fluent ftile exprefled what was inyour.
amind ;3 and made me remember what one anfwereth him that
faid, Hooker was yet unaniwered, viz. Reduce what you would
have anfwered, to-Argument, and it will foon be done, 1find,
that it had been much better to have faid nothing, thanto have -
‘begun in fuch a manner of difpute, in which the further we go,
the lefs we underftand one another, and make each other mole-
- Ration, inftead of edification : For plainly I find, that (though
much may be learned out of fo rare a difcourfe as you have
vouch{afed me, yet ) it doth very lirtle at 2ll to any difpatch 5
of our pref: ut conrroverfie, but might eafily deceive me by a- :
yocation, if I would forget whatitis that I difpute about: For
I perceive, ‘1. Fhat we agree not in our fenfe of the rerms which
we make ufe of : And from thence yap infer fome great and
dangerous efrors in my judgment. 2. We agree leaft of allin
- «common and obvious matters of faf which are before our eyes,
and the things of which I have had almoft. an Ages experience,
3. Lfind, that a very great part, if ‘not the far greateft of all
yout difcourfe, is written upon a mil-underftanding of my Words
and judgment. A if one were to publifh fuch kind of -Wii-
_ tings, how tircfome would it be to the Reader, fhoutd 1 fet down
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a par‘ticuhr- account of all your paffages thatare befides the que-

ion, and all that proceed from fuch mifunderftanding ? 1 fpeak
not by way of blaming you; for we are not competent Judges
of other mens actions, till we know the Reafons of them : that

may be laudable, which croffeth our defires. Perhaps you had

Reafons to pafs by the chief part of my explications of my fenfe, -

, and of the matter of fa®, and fay rothing to them: And per-

haps you had Reafons when 1 had told you our Country-diftri-
bution of A&s of Government, into Legiflative, and Judicial,

. "and Executive, to make ufe fill of the Equivocal word Decre-
_ tory, and to underftand by it (as you faw caufe) only the Le-

giflative power, and to leave out the Fudicial, which was all that
I controverted: It may be you had Reafon, when I talk of a
fingle, or Parochial Church, to fay, 1 fuppofed in it buta fin-
gle Paftor : You are not accountable to me for fuch errors, be.
they never fo cauflefs in my opinion. It may be you had Rea-
fon to write againft the old Nonconformifts that are in another
world; and to thiok, that for the Names fuke it concernedus:
and to plead, that Conformity to all the prefent Covenants, and
‘Qaths, and Subfcriptions, is neceflary , becaufe you could wifh
the Difcipline more Regular, asif we were to Subfcribe to what
is in your wifhes. It may be you had Reafon to fuppofe the
Parifh-Pricfts to have the Government of the Peoplé, even the pow-
er of the Church-Keys (and' yet fometimes to unfay it again )y
without anfwering my Proof fo the contrary, whenl take it for
the chief fuppofition that cauleth my Nonconformity : And 10 -
prove copioufly, that a Bifhop may govern a Diocefs when he
hath a Governor under him in every Parifh, withoutanfwering
my Proofe, that he hath no fuch under him, but hath, quantum -
in [e, half degraded the Presbyters. And when}faid, that Difeir
pline is not poffible under {fuch Diocefans as are with us, you
might have Reafon that 1 know not of, toleave out, as are wi
us, and to prove it poffible with other Diocefans that have go-
verning Présbyters undér them, Perhaps you had Reafon to con-
found the Convincing, Perfwafive, Declarative Power of @ Fudgs
with that of a private man, and thence to raife the fuppofition
which you raife. Perhaps you know fome Medium between €O
‘poral force, and Mul&s, proper to the Magiftrate, and Aunthor¥
tative perfwafion, and prevailing on the Caqpfcience by the Re-

“yerence of Gods Laws, thoughlknow none: And you we;e no;
‘ “ oun




T3] |

to think that I may Subfcribe, That no man i FioAd
: ain Three Kingdom
tgat hath Vowed it, is bound to endeavour ro alter our C‘hufc‘hs.
overnment by Lay-Chancellors, becaufe you defend it 10t but
wifh it altered': And it may be you have Reafons unknown (o

and that ‘our Lawgivers fpake univerfally, and would be inter-

Jupra nos , nibil ad nos _‘What I may not pretend to un-
derftand, T wili not prefume to cenfure, but only fay, Thatlam,
uncapable of being informed by them. This I am fatisfizd of,

‘as you, and thofe that are in knowledg below,
me, even the weakeft true C

terms, no man of my meafire of ! _
Preacher,ora Chriftianin Church-Communion, nor live at leaft out

of Goal, or fome fuch penalty.
Courtier to make him a Bithop,
(which why you ftill put it-in the feminine Gender when it con-

~ fiReth of Mafculine Court-Bifhops, 1 know not.). And if he com-
mand us to do that which we account the moft inhumane per-
jury, if he think it to be but the renunciation of an unlawful

not. Whether in cafes of commanded blafphemy,. and all other
~ crimes, we muft actordingly renounce our underftandings, L know
“not. Though there be fomewhat of Irony in all this,. there is
nothing but what is confiftent with the high eftimation of your
extraordinary worth. And 1 muft fay, that our different Edu-
cations, 1 doubt not, is a great caufe of our different fentiments.

had met with fuch a taking Orator) I might have thought as

do. My great deceiver is Senfe and Experience. 1 am inclined
to look near me, in judging of prefent matters of fakt: As i
‘our Controverfie were, Whether one Schoolmalfter can govern
a thoufand ‘Schools without any but Monitors under him, and

old Hiftories, to prove that fome body did fo 1400 years ago,
oL 3 thoufand, in fome places of the world, if fories deceive ¥s

- -

bound to teach me what you kaow.  Perhaps you had Reafon-

me’, that none but Irregular endeavours are there difclaimed, .

preted particularly, with many fuch like. But abfeondita & qna -

that my Schifmatical Principles take into Church-Communion fuch -
" not only you, but

hriftians But upon your Catholiek .
knowledg muft be tolerated to bea .

And if one at Mufcovy camgeta
he and fuch other are the Church -

Oath, as1 underftand you, we are Schifmaticks if- we obey him -

Had 1 never been a Paftor, nor lived out of a Colledg , (and °

you do. And had you converft with as many Country-people -
as 1 have done, and fuch, I think you would have thought as T

Teachers that have no Government. And your way is from

not 3
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: ot 5 and therefore it may
_€xcellent men “do it, who .ar
- Schifmatical Minifter.

~Asisa full difcourle on the 5ubje&,by Mr. Clerkson himfelf, againit

* A Copy of ibe Letter to My, Dodwell, March r2. .1681.

- “€ate you when (o accufed. 2 Your reafons, againft anfwering

- cord. 4o¥our perfivading me to give over Preaching. Left words -

o

“7ience in the Pratticals of Religion

T
be fo now.: Though none of théfe
'are put into the places of ithe: filenced
: » N0 nome of the excellent Bifthops that are
~over us; who are fo g0od that one of them no doubt would do
it, were it POﬂ'lbl?l But ferioufly I take it for g great mercy
of God, that hopeft Chriftians of little learning have that expe-

platfible Onac, . > ‘which the | fudied accurate’
aulible Orations of ¢

Your Servant,

iAhg . 5. 1673,
£ skl by ' - RICH., BAXTER.

- Mt Dedwely defiring me riot. to make hafte in anf{wering him,

A dent him only this, intending tmore 3 but want .of time, and -
the quility of the task, (being put but to anfwer a multitude of
‘words) delayed it till he came to London, and then I thought

we might talk it out, which we oft tried-to ljttle purpofe. His
‘great proof of lar ¢ Churches, of many Altars, from the only
two ‘that fivelled firt, Rome and Alexandria, are fo fully an.
fwered in this'annexed Letter which worthy Mr.Clerkson 'wrote
tome,that | think he needs no other an{wer; fin ce publithed by me:

Dr. Sﬁ‘llingﬂe;t_.' >

pessetic

mmens -"ﬁ-——._——-—-—.——— '

"S"IR’

Slncé your Speech with me, Iha-ve'thcughtagain of what you |
J infilted on, and find it confift.of thefe four Points: 1. Whe-
ther I charge you with Popery, or at leaft, do not vindi-

Voctius and ‘me, 3. Your defire to know my terms of con: ~

be




