i

e

MRt e

: ot 5 and therefore it may
_€xcellent men “do it, who .ar
- Schifmatical Minifter.

~Asisa full difcourle on the 5ubje&,by Mr. Clerkson himfelf, againit

* A Copy of ibe Letter to My, Dodwell, March r2. .1681.

- “€ate you when (o accufed. 2 Your reafons, againft anfwering

- cord. 4o¥our perfivading me to give over Preaching. Left words -

o

“7ience in the Pratticals of Religion

T
be fo now.: Though none of théfe
'are put into the places of ithe: filenced
: » N0 nome of the excellent Bifthops that are
~over us; who are fo g0od that one of them no doubt would do
it, were it POﬂ'lbl?l But ferioufly I take it for g great mercy
of God, that hopeft Chriftians of little learning have that expe-

platfible Onac, . > ‘which the | fudied accurate’
aulible Orations of ¢

Your Servant,

iAhg . 5. 1673,
£ skl by ' - RICH., BAXTER.

- Mt Dedwely defiring me riot. to make hafte in anf{wering him,

A dent him only this, intending tmore 3 but want .of time, and -
the quility of the task, (being put but to anfwer a multitude of
‘words) delayed it till he came to London, and then I thought

we might talk it out, which we oft tried-to ljttle purpofe. His
‘great proof of lar ¢ Churches, of many Altars, from the only
two ‘that fivelled firt, Rome and Alexandria, are fo fully an.
fwered in this'annexed Letter which worthy Mr.Clerkson 'wrote
tome,that | think he needs no other an{wer; fin ce publithed by me:

Dr. Sﬁ‘llingﬂe;t_.' >

pessetic

mmens -"ﬁ-——._——-—-—.——— '

"S"IR’

Slncé your Speech with me, Iha-ve'thcughtagain of what you |
J infilted on, and find it confift.of thefe four Points: 1. Whe-
ther I charge you with Popery, or at leaft, do not vindi-

Voctius and ‘me, 3. Your defire to know my terms of con: ~

be




-

tfe‘i?‘f'under&ood, ot forgotten, Ifend you my Anfwer to each of
e. y 7 \, A ! -8 =1 ,“‘

ther men are of, till I'am called to it: And then I take my felf
difprove it. 2, I diftinguifh. the Name (e g. of Proteffant, or
Papit ) from the Thing. Accordingly, 1. 1am fure you deny

by the word s Irefer all men that talk of it to your Books,.
king-alt to be juk which they faid and did, 'and not one rhat
confented to all the General Councils. 3. You fhall chufe what

judgment

TR ﬁﬂ."fﬁit Jou; Hat, & your Baak. muol sth. you
to the world, "you will give me leave to. tell menwhai
And_to'profefs ‘u.ify*;ifdf;f»%{at‘ll wénazﬁtfh Leteliats, el
the ‘Church of Rome to be a true Church f uningerrupte

_ceffion, which gave our Bifhops their Office and Power an

Churches, no Minifters, ,l?a;;fé‘ﬁhé'éggrame’ms,' :jdgardon of fin,

- which the «R : bey, fia againtt che
‘Holy Ghoft; Yea, and that this is the cafe of the Epilcopat

£er turf Papifts, than to continue fuch Proseltants @ they ate... L
tarce;eggl;fhis-;fof;yaurj'jgdgg%g ut 1 viod
to fay, that you oft contradict your felf, and fo-pok &
come off. If you, (hould fay,, that neicher ij%gl_‘t’;Pm:t_e £3, NOE
Papifts, have Sacraments, and part in tiie Covenant of ~graces
b N be. guilt
:'}f‘:,i? f‘Wa“Y fgg,ﬁqll“ﬁl will not imagine you to B gu! ‘Y
I As to the Second, I mult tell all, that T take it but for trig

fwered fo long ago, and have no reply from Papifts,” or anyo.

o

that all the Reformed that hays, ot Diocefanr Bifhops,, ate,ng -

Proteftants, that have not had anuningerrypted fucceffion of E- -
- pifeapal Ordination 3 and that the Erench proteltants were bet=

icate. youdo far a3«
& your {elf, and {opodiiblymay yet-

IM take it to be none of my bufinefs, to tell what Religionﬁ-’-

bound to judg every man what he profeficth to bz , ill I can

your {elf to be a Papift. and I belicve you. 2. What you mean - -
Which are fitter to tell your mind than [am, thatknownomags -
Reart : Grorius took a Papift to be one that fattered Popes, ta= -
Name I hall call you by: If it be Proreffant, far be it from me -

Ligindt;

{ue=
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- or. ope of {alvation, by proiiic, znd known, ordinary grouads, -
yman t;ilh}%:lg'ﬁatﬁ" ’ Yex, that they fin againftthe

Pardon, and falvation, you would lcave {o few for Heaveniy -

fling, t&'cill Us 10 anfwer the fame things again, which arean=

: th'e;. And T doubt not, but you know that it is the main charge =

Waich the Papifts alzult the Reformed Charches with, and put. -

thair chief truft ip, which you alfo bring azin®t them ;. And.
- R - b ' o . A W e
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we il believe, that Fanfenins did it much R:‘ong‘;it‘r than yous
“and much more than yours, is by Peerins againft him fully an- .

fwered 5 and your denial maveth us not.

- I1. To fatisfic your Third!demand, I remember a (mall §cripr,

‘which [ publifhed 1659, or 16¢0, 2nd therewith fend it yous -

“by which ‘(with what [ read to you) you may conj¢&ure atmy

2 terms, fpecially if ‘you joyn my Preface to Cathol, Theolagic, 1

take it for granted, that it will not {atisfie you.. But parden
‘my freedom for faying that, while I perceive your Confidence
‘ordinarily to go quite beyond your Proofs ; and while my Prin-

“ciples call me to love more as brethren, than yours do, and en-- B

‘gage me not to juftifte perfecution of men better than my felf
I fhall think never the worfe of them for that.: '
V- As to your judgment for my cealing to Preach, I dare
not obeyits 1 think if 1 fay, thefe men forbil me, God will
not take it for an excufe, after fuch charges as Scripture lay-
eth down, and fuch promifes a5 in Ordination I'made, and fuch
necellity of fouls as I am fure of, and fuch encouragements 45
God hath given me, I fear hearing, Thou [lathful [ervant, &%
as much as the guilt of other hcinous fins: 1 have not lived
idly 5 and if I filence my felfy Iinvite God by death to filence me,
and judg me, as obeying man againft him. 1 am paft doubf,
that Satan and my flifh give me the fame counfel a5 you do.

I have abundant arguments for my Preaching, which I never
heard a rational anfwer of, and which fuch a poor Objeétion as, .
 Then there will be no Order, will not confute, efpecially whenall

the Miniffers of England arc bound to be Nonconformifts, and con-
Jequently to ceafe Preaching, if 1am [obound, And.why not next,
all Chriftians to ceafe bearing, and praying, if {o forbidden ? "If
it be only Chrifts Gofpel that 1 Preach, 1 cannot but fufpeé the

yoice that faith, Give over Preaching. Accept thisaccount of the

Senfe of e
Your Friend,

. | v Rich. Baxter,

To.

-
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a0 To Mr, Dodwell, Nov. 15th 1685,
SIR, |

_the Sccond Ldition of your Letrers, which T hear not of3
your laft Letter to me, fignifying your purpole to publith your

long ‘Letter from Treland to me,cauted me to Print an old:Treatife
of Epifcopacy, which I had caft by, and now fend you d@s anan-
fwer to. that Letter/ 1 thank you for your admonition, and -

.de'ﬁre of my repentance . It fha!l make me, if 1can, {earch yet
‘more diligently > but'I find no probability of being ables the
- like Jamentations ‘of my fin, and wrong to the Chuych, I have
Jong had from Papiffs, “eAntinomiansy Anabapiifts, and Separa-
tifts, and fome Quakers, aud Seekers 3 and I'defpair-of fatisiying
them; nor can I be of all their mist: and 1 find here but on¢
Argument to draw me to yours, (viz’) my taking the Oath of
Canonical obedience. And 1. You know not that I took it:

Many Otdained men did not. “To tell you the truth, Ientered

fo rawly, that though T well remember my Subfcription, - I re-
‘member not that 1 took that Oath: 1 remember [ took it not
for my Qrdination, but at the fame time taking & Licenfe for a

. 'School, fome Oath the Regifter fuddenly throft on me; and T

remember not what it was (which wae, and is my fin) 2.°1f

1 took it, furely I nmever intended to bind my felf to any but

my true Ordinary. And when he is dead and the very Order
for near Twenty years publickly ( though culpably ) "put down,
and none éxiftent where [ fived, Imnever faw'it proved, that I
 ‘am fworn to.all that -after are fet up over others, by the King,
witheut the Clergies, or Pecoples choice, v
- .the Judgmene of the Church for One thoudand years, and that
without, and againft my own confent : And that hethat {wears
eth obedience to his prefent Ordinary, is thereby fworn, though
he never dream’c of it to ali that ever (hall fucceed him, what
chenges foever be made; and thobgh judging them Uferpers, 1
rencunce them. "It it be faid, that 1 virtually conlent by the

Conyocation; I deny ir, nor did the City of London confentf%
: : or

PR

Ours of O&. 16th | received, Nov. 11th, whicH ingimaiefﬁ g

or confent, contrary to
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for they had not one chofen Clerk there.. They chofe Mr. Ca-

lamy and me, and we were both refufed by the Bifhop, and on-
ly the Dignitaries of the City admitted. What if I had fworn -
obedience in 1639. to the Presbytery in Seotland, or 1649. in
England ;, and - after they are put down, and I find them to be
an unlayvful power, and they are reftored again, doth my firlk
Oath bind me to the latter ftock againft my confent-? 3. The
Englifh Ecclcfiaftical Law-Books, which | have read, dotell me;
that the Chancellor, Ofﬁcial,-Commiffary, Archdeacons, and e»
very jndrx Ovdinarins. is my Ordinary ( whatever you fay a-
gaint it ) : And fome Bifhops themfelves have judged the Lay-
Chancellors Judgment, by the ufe of the Keys, to be a great
fin. Qagﬂ Whether then an ignorant Oath to obey fuch U--
furpers, repented of, do bind to obey them ftill ? What if in -
France 1 had fworn obedience to their Bifhops, and after fee

that it was an unlawful Oath, quod materiam, am1 bound by it

till 'death ? 4, I{wore to obey them but in Jicitis ¢ honeftis, And -
¥ do not know that ever I therein difobeyed thofe that I fware
£0.; 0o, nor the latter reduced fock : Either 1 have proved the
degenerate fort, defcribed in this Treatife, to be a heinoutly Tin- -
ful depravation of the Church, and its Government, and an in- -
jury againft Chrifty by depofing his Church Form , Difcipline,
and Officers, or not : if not, evince it, and I will thank you 5
if yea, to comply with fuch fin, ot in any calling to forbeat
dete@ing it by writing, is an Omiffion which is not licitamwel
bonefur. .. An unlawful Oath againft a thing indifferent , will
not bind me, if the King do but comm and that indifferent thing
much lefs will an ignorant Oath to obey Church-Ufurpers, and
corrupters, oblige me againft Chrifts commands. Nor do 1 thisk
it dicitum._ vel honeftum, to venounce my M'miﬂry,,facrilegiouﬂy,‘
and perfidioufly break my Ordination. Vow to God, and forbeat
Preaching Chrifts Golpel to needy fouls , becaufe the§ forbid
me.. ~ : ;
~In a word, Sir, 1 unfeignedly thank you for your defire t0
fave me from dying io fin. 1 have great reafon.to make it My
Sreateft care. . Conltant pain and languor, call 'to me, neither
to. diffemble, por. delay : When I cannot know my own heart
fo.well as you do, 1 may come.to believe you, that it is unru-
ly Pride.. Till thea I am paft doubt, that eould any abafements -

any labour , any.coft, help. me to know that you are lﬂ'gtl?:
: £igiey
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- right, and 1 in the wrong, T would moft joyfully undertake'ie:

- Bu : : 2 -
t fuch warnings as your’s awaken my Confcience, {0 that Idare

- not die in the guilt of altive, or omiffive compliance with thofe

men, 1. Whofe degenerate ftate I confidently judg to be the dan: -

-gerous Malady of the Church, and deftrultive to a righ
_‘gtﬁa Church-Officers and Government. 2. Whofeg éggf):d:)f
%vemmept are fuch as they are. -3. Who have fince T had-any
' \:}!: Crﬁ_andmg," done that againft ferious godlinefsin England which
doen‘]; dfd_, and thefe (near) Twenty years, cone what they have
thouz‘ paoigugng‘tk}e filencing, and outward ruinof about Two
houfand fuch Minifters of Chrift, as1know to have been the mofk
pious, faithful, and fuccefsful in true Minifterial work, of any that
ever I could know 3 and fuch as1 am fuily perfiwaded no Natiomun-
~der He:aven have Two thoufand better. And yours, of other mens
- accufations, or contrary judgment, cannot make me ignorant of
this, which experience, and great acquaintance havs told me.
4. And Church-Hiftory, which tells me what fuch have done in
former Ages, increafe my fear of dyingin the guilt of ‘participa-
ting of their fin. 1know of no other Motives that I have. The
{um of my requeft toyou is, That inkead of telling me what the
“Pope, or any Ufurper may fay, that I fhould be Lumble and obedi-
<ent, you will but tell me what means 1 fhould ufe, which 1 have 0~
mitted, to get my judgment informed, if 1err, and to become of
your mind, and as wife asyou. I again intreat you to tell me the
‘way, and I (hall give you moft hearty thanks, Did Inot know
your judgment and mine ‘tobe fo diftant, as putsme out of hope
of attaining my end, Twould have fent you Nine or Ten Propo-
fals, for the meer reducing of the Parifh-Churches to their neceffa-
ry Rate, without altering any thing of the Diocefans power or
grandure, fave only their power of the Siword, which yet as they
are Magiftrates we fubmit to. That your former Letters brought
me not to your judgment,you may fee,by the book which 1{end you,
_cometh not to pafs by hafty judging, nor without that which feeme
eth Reafon to me after my long and beft confideration. T'am fully

_affured, not byaffed hereto by worldly intereft, which hath long

laiq on the other fide. ~ Accept this Account from
N ~ ks '
Nov. 15. 1680, oy unfeigned, thongh diffenting Friendy

Ri, Baxter.
‘0-2 : For



http://Nl.giftratowefoba.it

2 & 3 . S AR ¥ ”

SR

ma—— .

ok i s TR et 0

s

- Eor my much honoured Friend Mr. Henry Dodwell.
S IR, -
S{NCE the writing of my laft to you, your own words have
\J acquainted me, 1. That you take my Principles to have
fome inconfiftence or contradi@ion. 2. That you think I have
rl‘llpt,,, yet told you what Church-Government it is that 1 would
dave? or how it can attain its .end. 3. That you fuppofe that
: - @enying men the Sacrament of tbe Lords Supper is a coercive power
Hufficient to force unwilling men to obey Church-Governours.
4. ‘Th.at you hold that all Religiovs Affemblies not allowed by
the Bifhops, are unlawful, and therefore that we muft rather
_ufe none than fuch, : e
: I, As to the firft, no.reafon obligeth me to believe you till
L - you prove it 3 which muft be by citing the inconfitent words:
; How eafie is it to tell you or any man, that you fpeak contra-
-2 dictions ? Is accufing, proving? And you have told me by ex--
. - perience that miftakng Hearers and Readers underftand not mens - -
é ‘ : words fo well as the Speakers or Writers do. When you fo
~widely miftcok a fpeech of mine, when I had told you that as
far as I could Jearn by my. own acquaintance, and the report of

AR

M it e

the Members themf{elves, there was but one known Presbyterian -

in the Houfe of Commons when the Wars began, (I named -
: you acredible witnefs yet living), and you report that I faid,
E there was but one Presbyterian in the Affembly of Divines ?
3 Mazy not my writing be as much miff.ken by you? Prove your
i Charge, and / will confe(s my contradi@ions, and give you
3 thanks, . &
e I} As to the fecond I was afraid 1had bfed more words than.
A needs; if all that I have faid tell you not what I mean, yov

. may excufe me from adding more, - which are like to be 1o
more fignificant 3 you muft namie me the particulars that you
are unfatisfied iny before I can know what is needful to be add= -

e




o o

5 okl
td. One partlcul‘at. you dld name,. vi%.. whether 1hold a power
- the Church to deny men the Sacrament that would have i 2

Llefe you no reafons to make a doubt of i¢. If this be if, par-.
don the repetitions which you make me guilty of, and 1 fhall -

Tenew my account.

1. I believe that Chrift hath inftituted the cffice of the Sa-

; C,reé Miniftry (‘which the Ancients calied Sacerdotinmy, as {ub-
ordinate to his Teaching, Ruling, and Sacerdetal otlice 5 and that
being obliged to Difciple and baptize the Nations, and to teach

them Chrifts commands, and to guide them in holy Do@triney

Worthip and Difcipline, they are authorized to all that they are
obliged to 35 and that it is their office-work to adminifter Baptilm
and the Lords Supper, and that they have the Church-Keys to
- judg whom to take in by Baptifm, what food to feed the chil-
dren of the.Church with, and whom.to caft out of its Gom-
munion. ik ) A :

« 2,-T believe .that this power is limited and regulated by
Chrifts own univer{al Laws, and that they are not lawlefs or

arbitrary; but he hath bound them by a juft delcription,

" whom to take in, what foed to give them, and whom to cast.
out.. And that he hath given them no.power to crofs o violate
thefe his Laws. And if they do it notorioufly, it is null and
worfe, and no aft. of authority butof fin. e. g I Bifhops bap-.
‘tize unconverted Infidels, or give the other Sacrament 10 fuch,:
~or to notorious wicked impenitent perfons, i

3. Ibelieve that if one or many Bilhops or Pricfts do difo-
bey.thefe Laws of Chrift, their fin doth not oblige all other per-

fons to rebel or fin with them, or difoblige thew from their -

_ duty. e.g. If fome Bifhops-fhould refule to reccive penitent be-

lievers and their feed into the Church by Baptifin, others are
neverthelefs bound to reccive them, and not all the Bifhops 1n
the -world to keep them out becaufe fome do it finfully ? fo if
fome Bithops would feed them with unfound Do&rine, Or COI-
- rupt Gods Worfhip, (e. g. with [mage-worfhip, of language.
unintelligible, Ge,) others muft not follow them, but do ‘bet-
ter. ‘And if fome Bifthops turn Chrifts theep out of his fold and

pafture unjuftly, denying them Communion, others muftnotdo -
wickedly .with them, but muft receive fuch; «lfe one tyrant.

‘might oblige all the Churches to tyranny.
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4. But while the power of the Keys islawfully ufed, he'that
is juftly caft out of the Communion of one Church, fhould not
be reccived to Communion with any other-that hath juft rotice
of his Exclufion, till the caufe be removed. '

5. But the notice of it concerneth not thofe that living out of
reach, are uncapable of Communion with that perfon. 1fa wo-
man in this Parith be Excommunicated asa Scold, or-aman as a
Drunkard, ¢¢. the Bithepis not bound to fend notice of their
names and cafe to Erhiopia or Armenia, nor to all the Chriftian
World 5 no nor to all England. Nor do they ufe to do it to all
the Parifhes in the Diocefs, but only to that one where the
perfon liveth, But 1 doubt not but all thar Charch fhould kpow
of sit, of which he was a Communicating member, (by the way,
why is not all the Diocefs told of it, but that men are confci-
ous that he hath not Perfonal communion with them ; and there-
fore need not be fo Excommunicated?) ; :
" 6. Therefore mens limited capacity allowing them Per/[onal
Communion but in a narrow compafs, there needs no Confede-
racy of all the Chriftian World for the reje@ing of thofe that
one of them hath firft reje&ted. |

7. But in well-ordered agreeing Churches none fhould be re-
ceived prefently into the Communion of another Church, with-.
out due notice of his aptitude or capacity 3 which regularly
fhould be by the Certificates of the Church whence he came,
called Communicatory Leiters 5 or if he was never before admit-
ted to the Sacrament becaufe not at age, his own Perfonal pro-
feffion giveth him right 5 and fo it doth in the Countries where
through negle@ fuch Certificates or Teftimonies are not in ufe,
fobeit there come in no proof agsinft him, that he ftands Ex-
communicate, or deferveth it. A profcfling Chriftian hath right
to Communion if he travel through ali the Churches in the
World, till bis profeffion be difproved, or his claim difabled
by juft teftimony. If a man be Excommunicate in, e. g. Lincoln-
Diocefs in one Parith-Church, above a thoufand . Parifhes more
of the {ame Church-Diocefan, may receive him for want of no-
tice, uplefs they are bound to receive no ftranger of another
Parifh ; and that is a kind of Excommunicating of all Chriftians
g’ol}l{hthe Communion of all the Chriftian World,. except on€

arifl, = ;

8. he

o Cak
e AT




ey Laes ] |
13, The: Légal Excommunicatian, which is only a general pro-
nunciation that fuch or fuch finners #n fpecie thall be witually
excommunicate, is done -already by God himtelf in his Univerfal Seir
- Laws. And no man ought to make Laws to Excommunicate any el
that Gods Laws do not decree to. be Excommunicate, fave 2o
- vthat when there isa difficulty -in difcerning whether this or that ‘
Doélrine or praflice ‘be indeed the fm fo condemned in Gods
Laws, mens Laws may expoundit, to remove that difficulty. 1f
- all were excommunicate’ that Gods own Liws do require to be
excommunicate, alas! how great would the number be? Solit- -~
-tle Anefd is there, that Voluminous GCouncils fhould excommuni-
cate many more ; and that Councils {hould be added to Councils

R SR
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to the end of the world, to make new Laws for excommunicating -
men. 5 e : (X Y X ; y
9. Where God hath commanded all Chriftians in his Laws,” -
to avoid. any fort of wicked men, and -with fuch not to eat,
the fad being once notorious, the perfon-is fo far, ipfo jure, ex- "
communicate , as that all are bound to avoid familiarity with
“that perfon, though no Bithop fentence him : But the Paltors
having the Church Keys, we muft not go out of the Church, -
becaute fuch a man is there; for who thall be in the Church,
is .at his Judgment 3 but who fhall be at my Table , ds at
mine. ; ped 5 : s44et s
10, But if the Church it (elf be effentiated of fuch as God
thus commandeth all to avoid, and this be notoviouws, every Chri-
“fian muft avoid that Church. The Effentials of a Church are
the pars vegens & pars fwhdita, the Paffers ; and the Body of
the flock. If either be fo far corrupt, the Church is corupt :
When any one effential part is wanting, oOr depraved, then the
- Effence is wanting, or depraved : Therefore where many Paftors
make up the paxs regens of a particular Church, it is not the -
herefic, or wickednels of fome one only that will warrant a fe-
paration 5 becaufe oxe is but an integraly and not an effential
part: But-where one Bifhop onlyisthe effenss L regent conftitusive
. -part, there that one mans berefie, of notorious wickednefs (fuch
2. we are commanded to have oo Communion with) will allow.
us to avoid that Church, as a Church, though not each Member~ -
: : of it, who are parts ftill of the Usiverlal Church.
E - If 1 knew what further explication of my thoughts it is that’
you defire, 1 thould be ready-to give it you, - v :
: | ULAAs =
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UL &s to the coercive power which you talk of, it is ftrange

* . if we can differ about the nature of it 3 but we greatly differ,

"I fuppofe, about the extent of it. Pardon me, if to avoid con-

 fufion, 1 firft fpeak of the Name, and then of the 7 hing. 1. Though

O“I{e ordinazy':ufe of the words, coactive and coercive, be to fig-
mifie that swhich worketh either on the Body, and s provifion

- -only, or on the Mind by force upon the Body, or Effare ; yet

if you will but tell-me what you mean by ir, fo diRtinétly that

- “We may not be entahgled with Logomachy, take itin what {enfe

you will. The words which you ufe are.the fignification of your
-misd : Ldefire bur to uaderitand, andto be underftood 2. I fol-
lo._v:/. B’H_‘OP Bilfon (of Chrift. Qved.), and others commonly,that
ditinguifh the power of Magiftrares and Paftors, by the Names
of the power of the Sword, and of the Wird, By the firlt, they
mean all power of corporal muléts and penalties, directly fuch -
(for he that griev th the mind confequently troubleth the body).
By the latter, they mean all that' Official power of Gods i#ord
‘and Sacraments which worketh by ‘the fenfes of hearing , fecing
and tafting, upon the Confcience, thatis, on the Underfanding
and Will, and by thefe reformeth practice. The word is thus
deiivered, either Gemerally, by common Dottrine, which is hifto-
rical, aflertive, precepts, prohibitions, promifes or threatnings,
or by perfonal application of thefz, i
1. By meer words, as in perfonal inftruction, precept, threat-
ning, ¢r¢. and by declaration, that this perfon. proved and judg-
ed guilty of impenitency 5 ‘in [uch and [nch fin, s uncapable of
Church-communion, therefore by an:bority from Chrift I command
‘bim to_forbear, and.you ro aveid him, And fuch a one being
proved innocent or pemitent, hath by Gods Law right to Commini-
o with hus Churchy therefore I abfolve bimy invite bim, receive
~bim, and command you in Chrifts name to hald loving Commanion
with him. 1 a0 i ik 1 B33 i
- 2. Or itis the application of words and Sacramentalfigns to-
gethery by folemn tradition and inveftitures. or the denying of
Auch Sacraments. Briefly, Magiftrates by muléts, prifons, cxile,
ftripes, e work on the body 3 Pafters have no fuch powsrs
but by General Doltrine and perfonal application by woi‘df‘ e
Sacraments (given or denied) work on the mind or con[cserce’s
2l which fhme call 2 Perfwalive powers diftinguithing (as Camero
clearly) between private perfwafion of an equal; ¢c. and Dottiraty
e 4 f P.zﬂéi’ﬂ,l,
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; Paﬂgml, Official, Perfwafion, whofe force is by the Divine auz
thority of the per[wader, ufed in Teaching, Difciplinary judging
and Sacraments.” 1f you will call this lait coercive, or by any’
Other name, you have your liberty. I willdo my ’pau that you
- may underftand me, if [ may not underftand yon, . :
2. Now. ad rem, can we difagree how (ar this conftraineth the
unwilling ? Not without fome great negle@ or culpable defe&.
1 may fuppofe then that we are agreed of all thefe particulars s
1. That Gods Laws have told us who muft er muft pot have

S&c?:mcntal Communion, which we muft obey, whatever be the
~@IIects. 2 .

2+ That Excommunication is not im,ly; nor alway chieflh, to

“bring the perfon Excommunicated to obedience (no more than
hanging ) but to keep the purity and reputation of the Church,
and the fafety of the members, and to warn others, -

- 3« That the way by which it is to affe the offender, is,
1. By fhaming him’ 2. By ftriking his Confcience with the fenfe
-of Geds difpleafure declared thus by his Minifters. %

4. So far as the Sacrament is a medns of conveying grace, to
 deny it, 15 not to reform but to defiray.  But when the perfon
~ hath made himfelf ancapable of the benefir of the Sacrament, and
apt to teceive it abufively to his hurt, then it may poffibly
‘humble him to be denied i, Sn - >
- 5. If the denial of the Sacrament work not on a mans Con-
tience morally (as threatnings do) it no way compelleth him to
his dity, nor faveth him from fin.

6. De faéto many hundred thoufands of ignorant wicked mem-
bers of Epifcopal Churches are fo far from being conftrained to
- goodnefs by being without the Sacrament, that they “are con-
tent to be without it, and loth to be forced to it.

7. The more {in and wickednefs any man hath, the lefs true
conlctences and the lefs confcience, the lefs doth he regard a due
Excommunication. £ o

&, The Bifhops themfilves are confcious of the infufficiency
of their Excommunications alone to compel any -to obedience,
while they confefs that without the Sccalar power of the {word
to back ity they would be but laught at, and defpifed by the
moft. Nor durft they ever try to govern by their Church Keys
alone among us without the enforcement of the fword, And at
the fame time while they Excommunicate them from the Sacra-

mcnt,
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ment, they have a Law tolay chem in Gaol,and utterly ruin them:
if they will not recciveit. How loth are the Bifhops to lofe this
compelling Law. !

o. 1 think few of my acquaintance in England do believe that
any great number are brought to holy reformation,no nor to Epif- -

- copal obedience,by the fear of being kept from the Sacrament, but

that which they fear is the Corporal penalty that followeth 5 lay
by that, and you may try. =¥ Ty
"10. If you will truft to that fpiritual power alone, & valeat
guantwm wvalere poteft, without corporal force, few that I know
of_ will refitt you, (but many thoufands will defpife you, as the
Bifhops well forefee) bring as many to obedience by it as you
can. Butif you mean that you muft needs have the Magiftrate to.
fecqnd. you, as your Licor or Executioner, and to imprifon, fine,
banifh, burn, &¢. it would be too grofs hypocrifie to call the
eff:@s of this coercive power, the effeéls of Excommunication,

~ and to call it coercive power 10 deny a man the Sacramenty be-

caufe he feareth the {word.’ :

11. De faflo, there are fuppofed to be in the Parifh that you
dwell in;above 6o coo fouls,fuppofe 10 coo of thefe yearly receive
the Sacrament (though fome fay it is not §000.) Are the othes
40 ooo compelled to obedience by nok.communicating. :

12. All thofe forbear your Sacrament without any {enfe of co-
ercion or lofs, 1. Who believe Cas you do ) that Sacramental
Communion is a fin, where it cannot lawfully be had (‘that is, -
fay you, where the Bifhops forbid it 5 fay they, where Gods Laws
forbid it, by reafon of adherent-fin. 2. And that, take the Bi-
fhops who forbid it them to be Ufurpers, that have no true call-

~ ing (as all the Papiffs do of our gifhops, and many others.) 3. Who

s
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take it to be more eligible, yea aneceffary duty to hold Commu-
nion with purer focicties, 4. Refides all thufe SeQaries that
make light of Sacraments in general. What Papifts, Quakers
A nabaptifty Scparatifts, ¢fe.. are compelled to any good by the
Bifhops dénying them the Sacrament ?
13. Nothing but Ignorance or Impudence can deny thar the diffi-
«culty of knowing whofe Excommunication it is that is to be dread-
ed as owned by God, hath encouraged profeffed Chriftians (0
confufedly to Excommunicate one another, as that this Excommu-~
nication hath been fo far from conftraining mcft to repentanee, that
it hath made Chriftianity a horrid fcandal toJnfidels andHeathel;)S’




by fetting the Chriftian World in the odious confufion of Excom-

municating one another. To give fome inftances how far Excommu-

‘nication is not coercive.

" “1. Who but the Devil was the gainer of Pope Zictor’s Excom- ‘

municating the Afians about Eafter-day ? Did it compel them to
_ ©obedience ? : Eal

2. When the Orthodox Excommunicated the eArréans; did it

force them to obey ? When they got almoft all the Bifhops for

them, and Excommunicated and deftroyed theis Excommuni-

cators? . ‘
3. When the Cecilians (or Orthodox) and the Denatifts for fo
many ages Excommunicated one another, meerly upon the differ-

ence which party had the tfue Ordained Bifhops, did Excommu-

nications force them to obedience?

4 (To pafs forty other Sefts) when Rome Excommunicated, yea

and profecuted the Novatians, did it compel them to obey ? And
did not detics, Sifinnins and Proclus win more by allowing them
 their own Communion, and living with them inlove and peace ?

_Chryfoftome fince threatned the Novatian Bifhop that he would
filence him ; but he quickly recalled his word before they parted,
and durft not do it. N ; , :

_§. Did Cyril’s Counfel againft the Foannites win them, of har-
den them ? Was it not Articus and Proclus love and lenity that end~
ed that divifion? s 4 ;

-6. Did the E xcommunicating of the Nefforians by Cyril,com-
pell them to obedience, when fo much of the Eaft are Neftorians
to this day, and requite the Orthodox with their Excommuni-
Cations ? ;

7. Did the Excommunicating of thofe that rejeted the Coun-

cil of Calcedon, (1he Eutychians, and eAcephali) compel them to

abedience, when r:any Emperours took their part, and the greater
number of Bithops joiped with them, and they equally gamne'd:
: }hotc that received the Council for many Princes reigns.’ And when
0:great a part of Chriftizns as are the Facobstes, Abaffines, &o.
own. Diofcorus, and condemn that Council 10 thisday ?- *
8,2Did the Excommunicating of the old Hereticks, -Gnaffioks,
Baﬁl.;dmm,' Vqlentiniam, Paunlinifts, Apallinarians, Euriomians,
:-ﬁﬁtmm,' Pa?rz:’iiﬂnt, M acedoniansy Prifcillians, o3 Ceompel -
em to obedience at all ?- or didthey regard it? 4% - o o
9. Did the Excommunicating of the parties that Were for fi-
\ P2 ; lence
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lence (‘the Acacians as to the duodar:vs.and thofe that were for Zeno’s
- Henoticon) compel them to obedience ? 5,
10, Did the mutual damnations of the Phantafficks, Fuftinian’s -

and Gamas party, and the Corrupticola, force either to.obedience?
y - 1 1. Did tl_'se Excommunications of the: AMonothelstes compel
’ them 10 obedience? when in the days of Phuippicns they had a
Council, {aith Binnias,of Innumerable Biflops ? And he faith, that
the General Couricil at Tral. called Quinijextam was of the fame
men that were in the approved fixth General Council,and that they -
were e Flonothelites, : e
: 12, Bhd the {everal Excommunications of the Corffantinopolitar -
Bifhops by the Roman, and of the Reman again by them, and the
Alexandrian, G¢. compel either party to obedience ?

13. Hdd the Pepe Excommunicated the oAfricans in the long .
fraftion in the days of Aurelins and Auftin, would it have compel-
ed them to ohedience ? A : S

14. When. the Pope (at laft) joined with, Fufinians General
Council againft the Tria Capitula, and condemned the refufers of
it, did it compel his own neighbour-Bifhops to obedience;, - when -
. they fo generally forfook him, that there were not three Bifhops -
E to Conlfecrate the Pope, but he was fain toufe a Presbyser; and
3 when they et up a Patriarch at Aguileia as their chief, and con-
demned:or forfook the Pope for near an hundred years & .. »

15..Did the Popes Excommunicating of the Gathsin Spain:and -
and other parts, compel them to.obey him? - .7

: - 18.-Did Augnftines reje&ion of the Britains, and fhe Britains -
3 and, Seatslong refuling Communien with the Romaniffs, compel -

either party to obey ? . L
17> Did the Excommunicating of Leo lfaursus, Confantine, and
the reft of the Iconaslaftsy compel them toobey? -~ - 15
.18, Did the Excommunicating of the Albigenfes and Waldenfesy
‘ bring them to-obedi¢nce ? Or was it not (fay fome Hiftorians) the:
o murder of about two Millions, that Jolitudinem fecit, quam voca-
Yany, pacem,? : : &912 <2
: 19. Did the Excommunications of the Emperours, Frederickly -
: - Heupy, o, and their adherents, as the#enetian Intexdi®, com-
Pﬁ‘mmﬂ ?hed}mcca.-‘ b alp ST - et AR ;
5220 Did the Excommunicaring of the' GermanProteftants, and”
Queen Elizabeth, and the Englifi Proteftants, bring them to-obe- -

dignce? How manyfuchinftances may Lgiveyou? - - e
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If you fay, ‘To what purpofe isall this 2 | fhall {2y, Nodoubt

0 knowing a man can tell. Itis totell youwhy 1 expeét no more

Goercive: power fronf meer Excommunication than experience ard

reaforvwill allow me to expect. And no fiich perfect obedience and
univer{al concord by it, as your wordsidport.

: And fome que&ipns I here crave your Anfwer of.

Qs 1. The fame that'you fo muchiirge on me: Sezing this mat-
ter of fatt is undeniable, and Excommunication hath don< no more
-~ than it hath done, Is all Chureh-Government therefore vain? Of -
what is your own way of remedy 2 <> < U o
Qu.2.Seeing itis Bifhops themfelves, that for fomany hundred
years excommunicated one another as Hergticks an'd Scf_nfmaﬂ
ticks, how fhall they, or their flocks be certain which Bithops
- they be, whofe excommunications they muft take; as Godsat, -
and which not ? 1 pray anfwer it plainly. 1. If any fay, 7=
wuft be the Majority, or greater number, _the‘nv fo were t\he{lr-
rians too long, {0 were the Eutychians, {o were the Mouorhe- -
lites, fo- were the Jeonsslafls y fo the Papifts fay they are now. -
If you fay, The Bifhops in a General (ouncil, that’s _'f‘lmo,&_au
one. What Wars were there betwéen miny General Councils;
and: how long was it the Religion ‘of® one fide, to be for one, -
and curfe the other 3 and of the other fide, to curfe all that
did not receive that 2 How fhall we know which Council to o- -
bey? if you {ay as Binnius, that all Councils have juft fo mpch
power as the Pope giveth them, how fhall we know that thisis -
true 2 But I fuppofe that will not be'your anfwer. If you fay, ‘we -
- muft obey that which isOrthodox, who is the Judg ? If every
- man, then they that judg the excommunicating- Bithops, or Coun- - -
cils, .not Qrthodox, will not obey them, Truly I know not
what anfwer. to expcé@ from you. ;

Oy 3. Can that man expe@ , that excommunicating fhould =
et all right, and bring men to obedience now in the end of the -
world, who is conftrained (againft his will) to be ce:tain, that -
abufvd' excommunications ‘have been the great means of fet-

gﬂg;;he Chriftian world’ idto pernicious Schifms and Confufi-
ns? - Fsan 2 YA w8 JDIVAL ( ] y
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' &Qu. 4. At this:day, when the Papal Church unchurches all

the Chriftian_ Churches that are not Subje@s to the Pope 3 and

When the Greek Church excommunitcateth the Papal, and moft

- fontinue damning one another, can you think, that even ex-
: Cpn}:mgmcatmg is the remedy to cure thefe Schifms, and fet all
. right ¢ Vi ‘

- Qu. 5. If denying men the Sacrament, will conflrain men to
obedience, why do not the Epifcopal Churches through the

- world, cure the Peoples fins by keeping them from the Sacra-
-ment, when fo great numbers are prophane, and fenfual, and

worldlings, and wicked, how eafic a means of Converfion were
it to forbid them all the Sacrament? : :

Qu, 6. Isitno contradition to f{ay, that the Sacrament is Gods -

-means of giving Sanification ? and yet that keeping men from it

is the means?

.Qu. 7. But if you meéan not-confiraining to obey God, but
only to obey the Bithop, and net God, what good will fuch

- gbedience do the mans foul, that will not {fave him ? Iconfefs the

Magiftrate that hath the Sword, may compel men. to the ufe

-of the neceflary [nitable means of Converfion and Grace; and -

thofe means may further San&ification.

IV. As to the Fourth Point, I have faid enough of it to you
heretofore. : - i .
_ L. If no Religious Affemblies for Preaching, Praying, and Sa-

- craments, be lawful, but what the B ithops allow, then God hath

put it into the Bithops power, whether he fhall have any fuch
publick worthip, or any fhall be obliged {o to worthip him, of

‘mot. But the Confequent is falle 3 Ergo, So is the eAntecedent:
" True Paftors have béc the power to promoete, and order Gods

wor flip, but not to exclude, or forbid it to any (much lefs to
all, or 1000.) without neceflary caufes

2. And then if Preaching, and Hearing, and Sacraments, be
ordinarily neceffary to mens falvation , then God -hathe left it

~ :to the will, or power of the Bifhops, whethier any of ‘the peo-
- ple fhall be (orcinarily) faved. ‘But that is not fo. -‘

3 And
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3+ And then if -the Ring fhould licenfe, or command us o
Preach, Pray, and Communicate, and the Bifhop forbid it, it-
; were -fin. But that [will not believe, unlefs the Canfe, more
- than the edurhority, make the difference.
~ To cooclude, I hold, that juf.ufe of the Keys is very necel-
fary, and that it is the great fin of England to reje@ it: Buc
that a fulfe ufurped ufe of excomunication hath been the incen-
diary of the Chriftian world, which hath broken it to pieces,
%erd horrid Schifims, Rebellions, Treafons, Murders,and bloody -
- ars. : s
b I. The juft ufe is, 1. When a fcandalous or great finner is with -
convincing evidence told of his error, and with ferioufnels, yet
with love and compaffion, intreated to repent, and cither pre-
vailed with, and fo abfolved, or after due patience, Authorita- '
tively pronounced uncapable of Church-Qommunloq_, and bound °
over to anfwer it at the Bar of Chrift, in terror if he repent ‘
not, and this by the Paftor of that particular Church, which ei~ \
|
|

1v, or pro tempore, he belongeth to. / .
the; ft;xtl? \Zixen‘ :Phis is gu‘ly’ notified to fuch-Neighbour-Paﬁgrs’
as he may feek Communion with, and ;he_y agree not to receive 1!
any jultly caft out by others, but to receive and relieve theins |

" jured and falfly condemned. . ; ' |

3. And when the King and his Juftices, permit not the ejected ;
violently to intrude, jand take the Sacrament, or joyn with thé - i
Church by force, but preferveth forcibly the Peace- and Privi- -
ledges of the Churches. .

- 1L The excommunication that hath turned the Church into -
Fadtions, and unZone almoft Eaff and Weft, is, 1. When a Bit -
fhop, becaufe of his humane Superiory, asPatriark, Primate, or -
Pope, claimeth the power of excommunicating other Bifhops, as
his Subjefts, whofe Sentence muft ftand becaufe of his Regent- .
power. : : s

2. Or.at leaft, gathering a Council where he fhall prefide, .

and that Council fhall take themfelves to have a Governing pows -

er of the Keys over the particular Bifhop , not ‘only to re-

nounce. Communion with them themfelves, but to oblige all o-

thers to ftand to their judicial Sentence. 3. When-Bifhops fhall -

meddle caufelefly in other Bifhops Churches, and make themfeves

Judges either of diftant, unknown perfons, and cafes, or of fuch

_as. they have nothing to. do to try. Yea, judg men-of other -
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