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over us, who are fo g o o d T ? ° ! t h , e " « B " t j ? ' * 0 ! * 'hat » « 
i f , were if poffible l m < ? e . ° f t h e m n 0 d o u b t w o u , d D 0 

of God, thtVhoneft Ch I ! 0 U % 1 ?*? * h r 3 g ' » a t «»«cy 
W i n t h e S L ? V P "r ° ' ' l t t l e l e a r B i n 8 h a v e t h « 

are not fo W t 7 & ? M t e 6 ^ X M n 0 t though they 
•?<>, pardon and ar£n» , V J a m e w e a P 0 « s as to anfwer them, 
that I have received vour r 0 " 2 n £ « h » < * & l acknowledgment, 
fure ( i f I fo long l ive ! tn . , " e d T r a a a t e ' 1 t a k ^ ^e lei-
fefe and e l p S i o L f T r e f t / 0 1 1 M f u i t a b , e t 0 * o n t 

7 5 v r < w Servant, 
%JCH. 'BJXTMR. 

the W ^ n^ore , but want of timef and 
words) deLed I S i 2 ( b e i ° § p U t b u t t o a n f w e r a m "lt i tude of 
we m sht talk i t o "u T 1 0 ^ a n d t h e n 1 t h ™ g h £ 

wcmignt talk it out, which we oft tried to little purpofe His 

Wered in rh i , ' a " d are fo fully an! 
tome , h « I I W b i c h W O r t h V M r . C H « wrote 
A f T i ftll rfir« r M « " ' J » o other .nfwcr j fin ce publifiied by me; 
D s J ^ S ^ ° n * * * * * * W ' C W f l m i l , again* 

A Cofj'of the Letter to Mr. D o d w d J , March 11. 1681. 

~ . . .w. l c u , ,„, anu nnuitconim-ol tilde(ourPoints: 1 Whe-
ra**.™ 7 r ? ! y ° " w i t i l Popery, or at ieaft, do not vindi-
Vml°, Z ^ h e n i o a « u f e d , 2 Your reafons.againft anfwering 
roTd „ v m e ' , 3 - Y o u r M , e t 0 N » w my term, of con-, 
COIL. 4. tourperiwading me to give over Preaching. Left words 

be 
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M raif-underftood, or forgotten, I fend you my Anfwer to each of 
tneie. 

•Im take i t to be none of my bufinefs, to tell what Religion o-
ther men are of, t i l l I am called to i t : And then I take my lelf 
bound to jadg every man what he profeiTeth to be , t i l l I can 
difprove i t . 2, I diftinguifti the Name (e. g. of Proteftanr, or 
Papift y from the Thing. Accordingly, 1. 1 am fure you deny 
your (elf to be a Papift; and I believe you. 2. What you mean 
by the word , I refer all men that talk of i t to your Books, 
which are fitter to tell your mind than I am, that know no mans 
heart: Grotms took a Papift to be one that flattered Popes, ta
king all to be juft which they faid and d i d , and not one that 
confented to all the General Councils. 5. You (hall chufe what 
Name I (hall call you by : I f i t be Pmefiant, far be it from me 
to deny it you* But as your Book publtfhcth your judgment 
to the world, you wi l l give me leave to tell men what is in i t : 
And to profefs my felf, that I am no fuchProtejtant, as- takes 
the Church of Rome to be a true Church of uninterrupted iuc-
ceffion, which gave our Bifhops their Office and-Power * and 
that all the Reformed that hive, not Diecdan Btlnops, are no 
Churches, no Miriifters, fe£e no '.Sacraments, no pardon ot tin, 
or hope of falva'tion, by prottii'e, 'and known ordinary grounds, 
which the-2ta*4» Church Hath; Yea* that they fty againfttbe 
Holy Ghoft : Yea, and that this is the cafe of theEpifcopal 
Protectants, that have not had an uninterrupted (ucceflion of b 
pifcapal Ordination : and that the French proteftants were bet
ter turn Papift?, than to continue fuch Proteftants as they are. 1 
take all this for your' [ l d g r o W : But I vindicate you Co far as 
to. fay, that you oft cOnttadUVyour "felf, and fd po&bly*nay y ^ 
come off. If you fhould'fay, that neither fuch Proteftaats, nor 
Papifts, have Sacramenjts, and part in the Covenant of grace, 
pardon, and falvation, you would leave fo few for Heaven, 
and fo m a n y . f g y ^ l i ^ I will not imagine you to be,guilty 

H. As to the Second, I muft tell all, that I take i t b u t f o r t r i * 
fling, td'catl'us' toanfwer the fame things again, which are an
swered fo long ago, and have no reply from Papifts, or any o* 
ther. And I doubt not, but you know that i t is the main charge 
w&ch the Papids aflautt the Reformed Churches with, and put 
l^di chief truft in, which you alio bring agiinft them : And 
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we ftill believe, th&t yanfenins did it much ftrocglkr than you* 
arid much more than yours, is by V&ttius againft him fully an-
fwered;, and your denial moveth us not. 

I I I . To fatisfit: your Third'demand, I remember a fmall Scrips x 

which I published 1659, or t'6Co, and therewith lend it you j 
by which /wi th what I read to you) you may conjecture at any 
term?, fpecially if you joyn my Preface to CathoI. Tkeokgie, I 
take i t ior granted, that i t will not fatisfie you., But pardon 
my freedom for faying that, while I perceive your Confidence 
ordinarily to go quite beyond your Proofs and while my Prin
ciples call me to love more as brethren, than yours do, and en
gage me not to juftihe perfecution of men better than,my fef£ 
I (hall think never the worfe of them for that. 

IV- As to your judgment for my ceafing to Preach, I dare 
not obey i t : 1 thin* i f 1 fay, thefe men forbid me, God will 
not take i t for an excufe, after fuch charges as Scripture lay-
eth down, and fuch protnifes as in Ordination I made, and fuch 
tieceffity of fouls as I am fure of, and fuch encouragements as 
God hath given me. I fear hearing, Thou flothfd fervant, &c> 
as much as the guilt of other heinous fins: 1 have not lived 
idly \ and i f I filence my felf, I invite God by death to filence me, 
and judg me, as obeying man againft him. I am paft doubt, 
that' Satan amd my flefh give me the fame ccunfel as you do. 
I have abundant arguments for my Preaching, which i never 
heard a rational anlwer of, and which fuch a poor Objection as. 
Then there mil be no Order, will not confute, efpecially when*# 
the Miniftersfif England arc bound to be Nonconformijls, andcon-
jtquently to ceafe Preaching-, if 1 am fo bound. And-why not next, 
all Chriftians to ceafe hearing, and fraying, if fo forbidden ? I f 
i t be only Chrifts Gofpel that 1 Preach, 1 cannot but fufpett the 
voice that faith, Give over Preaching. Accept this account of the 
fenfe of 

Tour Friend, 

Rich. Baxter. 

To 
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Y 

To Mr. D o d w e l l , Nov. i p h I68G. 

S I R , . 
Ours of OB. \6tb I received, Nov. \\tht whichintimateth 

the Second Edition of your Letters, which I hear not of* 
your laft Letter to me, fignifying your purpofe to publish your 
long Letter from Ireland to me,caufed me to Print an old Treatiie 
of Epvlcopacy, which I had caft by, and now lend you as an an
fwer to that Letter: 1 thank you for your admonition, ana 
defire of my repentance: I t thall make me, if lean, learch yet 
mor, diligently i but I find no probability of being a b l e t h e 

member not that i too* imu • » T . r „ f o r a 

for my Qrdinatian, but at the fame time taking-a LicenL tor a 
School, fome Oath the Regitter fuddenly thruft on me, and I 
remember not what i t was ( which wa*, and is my t in; . 2., i 
I took i t , ttirely I never intended to bind my felf to any ^but 
my true Ordinary. And when he is dead ™*&\vt^t?*'* 
for near Twenty years publfckly Though culpably; put down, 
and none exiftent where I lived, I never faw i t P ^ & E j L 1 

am fwom to al l that-after are fet up over others, by ? B e ^ 
without the Clergies, or People? choice, or content, c o m i . y 
the Judgment of the Church for One thoufand years, ana tnat 
without, and againft my own confent: A nd that he that i * ear. 
eth obedience to his prefent Ordinary, is thereby fwom, though 
he never dream't of it to all that ever fhaU fucceed him, what 
ch?nses foever be made, and though judging them Uturpers, 1 
renounce them. It i t be {aid , that I virtually confent by the 
Convocation-, i deny i t , nor did the City of London content, 

O 



for they had not one chofen Clerk there. They chofe Mr. Ca-
iamy and me, and we were both refufed by the Bifhop, and on
ly the Dignitaries of the City admitted. What if I had fworn 
obedience in 1659. to the Presbytery in Scotland, or 1649- m 

England •, and after they are put down, and I find them to be 
an unlawful power, and they are reftored again, doth my -fir" 
Oath bind me to the latter'ftock againft my confent -? 3. The 
English EecUfiaftical Law-Books, which I have read, do tell me, 
that the Chancellor, Official, Comrniffary, Archdeacons, ande-
very Judex Ordmarius is my Ordinary ( whatever you fay a-
gainft i t j : And iome Bifliops themfelves have judged the Lay-
Chancellors Judgment, by the ufe of the Keys, to be a great 
fm. Quejl. Whether then an ignorant Oath to obey fuch U -
furpers, repented of, do bind to obey them ftill ? What i f m 
France I had fworn obedience to their Bifhops, and after lee 
that i t was an unlawful Oath, quod materiam, am I bound by it 
t i l l death ? 4. I fwore to obey them but inUcitis &honeflis^ Ana 
I do not know that ever I therein difobeyed thole that I t*rare 
to I no, nor the latter reduced ftock : Either I have proved the 
degenerate fort , defcribed in this Treatife, to be a heinoufly ful
f i l l depravation of the Church, and its Government, and an in-
jury againft Chrift, by depofing his Church Form , Difciphne, 
and Officers, or no t : i f not, evince i t , and I wil l thank you ; 
i f yea, to comply with fuch fin, or in any calling to forbear 
d e l i n g i t b y ? writing, is an Ormffion which rs ™ ^ * ~ * 
bonefium. . Anf unlawful Oath againft a thing indifeent , Will 
not bind me, i f the King do but comm and that indifferent thing, 
much lefs will an ignorant Oath to obey Church-Ulurpen, ;and 
corrupters, oblige me againft Chrifts commands. Nor do 1 thick 
ItUcLmvel kmejfm, to renounce 
find perfidioufi/ break my Ordination-Vow to God, and forbear 
P « a ^ g Chrif t i Gofpcl to needy fouls, becaufe the* forbid 

" f e a word, Sir, I unfeigndly thank y o u for yourdeCre to. 
fave me from dying in fin. I have great reafon to make^ my 
greateft care. Conftant pain and languor, call to me, neitM 
^dhTemble, nor delay: When I cannot know my own ^ 
fo well as you do, I may come to believe you that 
ly Pride. T i l l then I am paft doubt, that could any abaicmcn-» 
an?-labour, any, coft, help me to know that you are in -
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right, and I in the wrong, I would moll joyfully tjndertake i t : 
But fuch warnings as your's awaken my Confcience, fo that I dare 
not die in the guilt of active, or omifli;e compliance with thofe 
men, I . Whole degenerate ftate I confidently judg to be the dan-
gerous Malady of the Church, and deftruftive to a right Church-
ftate, Church-Officers and Government. 2. Whole Canons of 
Government are fuch as they are. 5- Who have ftncel had any 
undemanding, done that againft ferious godlinefs m Englavd which 
they did, and thefe fnea r j Twenty years, cone what they have 
done, procuring the (ilencing, and outward rum of a• out -v^o 
thoufand fuch Minifters of Chrift, as I know to have been the mo« 
pious, faithful, and fuccefsful in true Minifteriai work, of any tnat 
ever I could know ; and fuch as I am fully perlwaded no N , u o , n 
der Heaven have Two thoufand better. And 1™*J\™?™§ 
accufations, or contrary judgment, cannot make me igno.ant ot 
this, which experience, and great acquaintance hav, told me. 

. 4 . i n d CBurch-H.ftory, which tells me what fu h 

U e r ^ ' ^ ^ The ting of their tin. i Know 01 u w h a t t h e 

« A «o get my judgment informed , err a n d » beeoo* £ 

y o u

y ^ u d g m t t a 8

n d m i n c to be fo diftant, aS puts;m« 
of att iningmy end, Iwould have lent ^ M o t * " 3 . 
fats, for the meer reducing of the Panto-Churches to then•oe«B» 
ryf ta te , without altering any thing of the Diocefans power or 
grandure,fave only their power of the Sword, w h . c h j er:0 ' they 
f i e Nl.giftratowefoba.it to. That your former L e » e r ^ r o u f t 
me not fo your judgment.you may fte.by the book wh ch I * 
cometh not to pafs by hafty judging, nor without tharwhchftenv 
ethReafontome aftermylong and bell conf.derat.on. I an ully 
affured, not byaffed hereto by worldly intereft, wh.eh hath long 
lain on the other fide- Accept this Account from 

Nov. t | i 16S0. y0Hrmf»gn€i,th<>iighMffmtingVrund, 

Ri , Bitx'-i. 
O 2 f f f r 

http://Nl.giftratowefoba.it
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July 9* l6~/V 

For my much honoured Friend Mr* Henry D o d w e l l . 

SIM,' 

SINCE the writing of my laft to you, your own words have 
acquainted me, i . That you take my Principles to have 

fbme inconfiftence or contradiction. 2. That you think I have 
not yet told you what Church-Government it is that I would 
have, or how it can attain its end. 3.. That you fuppofe that 
denying,men the Sacrament of the Lords Supper is a coercive power 
fufficient to force unwilling men to obey Church-Governours. 
4 , That you hold that all Religious Affemblies not allowed by 
the Biihops are unlawful, and therefore that we muft: rather 
ufe none than fuch. 

I . As to the firft, no reafon obligeth me to believe yorj til l 
you prove i t \ which muft be by citing the inconfiftent words. 
How eafie is it to tell you or any man, that you fpeak contra
dictions ? Is accufing, pioving? And you have told me by ex
perience that raiftaktng Hearers and Readers understand not mens 
words fo well as the Speakers or Writers do. When you fo 
widely miftcok a fpeech of mine, when I had told you that as 
far as I could learn by my own acquaintance, and the report of 
the Members themfelves, there was but one known Presbyterian 
in the Houfe of Commons when the Wars began, ( I named 
you a credible witnefs yet living), and you report that I faid, 
there was but one Presbyterian in the AfTerubly of Divines ? 
May not my writing be as much mift ken by you ? Prove your 
Charge, and / will confefs my contradiaions, and give you 
thanks. 

i i . As to the ft cord I was afraid 1 had bfed more words than, 
needs^ i f *U that I-have faid tell you not what I mean, you 
may excule me from adding more, which are like to be no 
more figniflcant *, you muft name me the particulars that you 
are unfathfied in, before I can know what is needful to be add-
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ed; One particular you did name, viz,, whether I hold a power 
in the Church to deny men the Sacrament that would have it ? 
H e f t you no reafon to make a doubt of i t . If this be it , , par
don the repetitions which you make me guilty of, and I fhall 
renew my account. 

i . I believe that Chrift hath inftituted the effice of the Sa
cred Miniftry (which the Ancients called SacerdotmwJ, as fub-
ordinate to h'\$ Teachings Rulings and Sdcerdoi^d o$ce *, and that 
being obliged to Difciple and baptize the Nations, and to teach 
them Ghrifts commands, and to guide them in holy Do&nne,. 
Worfhip and Difcipline, they are authorized to & that they are 
obliged to and that i t is their office-work to adminifter Baptum 
and the Lords Supper, and that they have the Church-Keys to 
judg whom to take in by Baptifm, what food to feed he chiN-
dren of the-Church with, and whom to caft out oi its uora 
munion. . , , , .a i k 

a. I believe that this power is limited and regulated by 
Chrifts own univerfal Laws, and that they are nor N or 
arbitrary, but he hath bound them by a ,uft description, 
whom to W * *b« W to give them, and whom t»*£ 
out. And that he hath given them no power to crof o v oUte 
thefe his Laws. And if they do it notorioufly, 
worfe, and no aft of authority butof fin. e.g. I . bilhop, bap 

unconverted Infidel*; or give the other Sacrament to lucn, 
or to notorious wicked impenitent perfons7 * 

3. I believe that if one or many ft (hops or Pnefts do diio-
bey thefe Laws of Chnft, their fin doth not oblige all other per-
fons to rebel or fin with them, or difoblige them from their 
duty e.g. I f fome Biftiops-fliould refufe to receive penitent be
lievers and their feed into the Cfcurch by "Baptifm , others are 
neverthelefs bound to receive them, and not all the Bifnops in 
the world to keep them out becaufe fome do it fmfuily ? lo it 
fome-Biihop* would feed them* with unfound Do&rine, or cor
rupt Gods Worfl i ip , (e.g. with Image-worfliip, or language, 
unintelligible, &c.) others muft not follow them, but fco'bet
ter* And if fome Bifhop, turn Chrifts fheep out of his fold and 
pafture unju^ly, denying them Communion, others mult not do 
wickedly with them, but muft receive fuch', elie one tyrant 

'might oblige all the Churches to tyranny. 

. : , ^ Bus 
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4. But while the power of the Keys is lawfully ufed, he that 

is juftly 'carl: out of the Communion of one Church, mould not 
be received to Communion with any other-that hath juft notice 
of his Exclufion, t i l l the caufe be removed. 

5. But the notice of i t concerneth not thofe that living out of 
reach, are uncapable of Communion with that perfon. I f a wo
man in this Parifh be Excommunicated as a Scold, or a man as a 
Drunkard, &c the Bifhopis not bound to lend notice of their 
names and cafe to Ethiopia or Armenia, nor to all the Chriftian 
World } no nor to all England. Nor do they ufe to do i t to all 
the Parifhes in the Diocefs, but only to that one where the 
perfon liveth. But 1 doubt not but all that Church Jhculdtyow 
of it, of which he was a Communicating member, (by the way, 
why is not all the Diocefs told of i t , but that men are confci-
ous that he hath not Perfonal communion with them ; and there
fore need not be fo Excommunicated?; 

6. Therefore mens limited capacity allowing them Perfonal 
Communion but in a narrow compafs, there needs no Confede
racy of ail the Chriftian World for the rejecting of thofe that 
one of them hath firft rejected. 

7. But in well-ordered agreeing Churches none mould be re
ceived prefently into the Communion of another Church, with
out due notice of his aptitude or capacity , which regularly 
mould be by the Certificates of the Church whence he came, 
called Communicatory Letters *, or i f he was never before admit
ted to the Sacrament becaufe not at age, his own Perfonal pro-
feffion giveth him right *, and fo i t doth in the Countries where 
through negktt fuch Certificates or Teftimonies are not in ufe, 
fobeit there come in no proof againft him, that he ftands Ex
communicate, or deferveth i t . A proftfTing Chriftian hath right 
to Communion if he travel through all the Churches in the 
W o r l d , til l his profeflion be difproved, or his claim difabled 
by juft teftimony. I f a man be Excommunicate in, e.g. Lincoln-
Diocefs in one Pariih-Church, above a thoufand Parifhes more 
of the fame church* Dioce fan, may receive him for want of no
tice, unlefs they are bound to receive no ftranger of another 
Parifh i and that is a kind of Excommunicating of all Chriftians 
from the Communion of all the Chriftian World,-except one 
Parifh. 

8, The 
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8. The Legal Excommunication, which h» only a general pro

nunciation that fuch or fuch finners in fpccie fhall be actually 
excommunicate, is done already by God himfelf in his Univerfal 
Laws. And no man ought to make Laws to Excommunicate any 
that Gods Laws do not decree to be Excommunicate, fave 
that when there is a difficulty in difceming whether this or that 
Dottrine or pratlke vbe indeed the fin fo condemned in Gods 
Laws, mens Laws may expound i t , to remove that difficulty. I f 
all were excommunicate that Gods own Ltws do require to be 
excommunicate, alas! how great would the number be I bo l i t 
tle need is there, that Voluminous Councils fhould excommuni
cate many more \ and that Councils (hould be addedI to Councils 
to the endof the world , to make new Laws for excommunicating 

7 w h « e God hath commanded aH Chriftian. in his Laws, 
to'avofd l y fort of wicked men, and with fuch not to eat, 

S ^ \ h o u ? n o X ftntence him: But the Paftors 
ft ^ c L c h W we muft not go out of £ O J J J 
becaufe fuch a man is there s for who {hall be ^ h e Chu ch, 
is at his Judgment but who ffiall be at my Table , M at 

" T o . But i f the Church i t felf be ejfentiated of fuch as God 
thus commandeth all to avoid, and this be mtmm, every Chn~ 
fiian muft avoid that Church. The Effeniials of a Church are 
the pars revens & pars fabdita, the tafirs, and the Body ok 
the flock. I f either be fo far corrupt, the Church is corupt:: 
When any one ejfential part is wanting* or depraved, then the 
Ejfence is wanting, or depraved i Therefore where many Paltors 
make up the pars regent of a particular Church, i t is not the 
herefie, or wickedneis of fome one only that wil l warrant a te-
paration *, becaufe one is but an integral, and not an eilential 
part: But where one Bi(hop only is the ejjenu I regent conjtituuvt 
part, there that one mans herefie, or notorious wickedneis (tuch 
as we are comma n<kd to have no Communion with) will allow 
us to avoid that Church, as a Church, though not each Member 
of i t , who are parts (till of the Univ trial Church. 

I f I knew w iat further explication of my thoughts i t is that 
you defire, 1 thould be ready to give it you, 

I I I . 
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_ H I . As to the coercive power which you talk of, i t is Grange 
i t we can differ about the nature of i t ; but we greatly differ, 
1 iuppofe, about the extent of i t . Pardon me, i f to avoid con-
fufion, Inrftfpeakof the Name, and then of the 7 hinjr. I.Though 
our ordinary ufe of the words, coaclive and coercive, be to fig-
mne that which worketh either on the - Body,, and its provifion 
only, or on the Mind by force upon the Body, o r E f t ate • yet 
i t you will but tell me what yon mean by i t , fo dif t inf t ly that 
we may not be entangled with Logomachy, take it in whatienfe 
you will . The words which you ufe are the fignification of your 

"Ii J-n i r C b u t t 0 u n d e r i ^ n d , and to be underftood :. I fol
low Bifhop BUfon (of Cbrift. O- ed.), and others coratnonIy,that 
diifinguifh the power of Magiftrates and Taftors, by the Names 
of the power of the Sword, and of the Word, By the firft, they 
mean all power of corporal mulch and penalties, directly fuch 
(for he that griev th the mind, conjeqaently troubleth the body). 
By the latter,- they mean ail that Official power or Cods ffltd 
and Sacraments which worketh by the ienfes of hearing, feeing 
and tailing^ upon the Confcience, that is, on the Undemanding 
and W i l l , and by thefe rcforcneth practice. The word is thus 
deiivered, either Generally, by common Doclrine, which is hifto-
rical, affcrtive, precepts, prohibitions, promifes or threatnings, 
or by perfonal application of thefe. 

1. By rneer wards, as in perfonsl inftruction, precept, threat-
ning, e>c. and by declaration, that this perfon proved and judg
ed guilty of impeniter.cy , in fuch and fuch fin, is uncapable of 
Church-communion, therefore by authority from Chrift I command 
him to forbear, and you to avoid him. And fuch a one being 

-proved innocent or penitent, hath by God; Law right to Communi
on with his Cbnr.h, therefore I abfolve himf invite him, receive 
him, and command you in Chrifts name to hold loving Communion 
With him. 

2. Or if is the application of words and Sacramentalfigns to
gether^ by .foleron tradition and inveftiture or the denying of 
fuch Sacraments. Briefly, Magtftraces by mulcts, prifons, ixile, 
ftripes, &c. work on the body j Paftors have no fuch power, 
but by General Doftrise and perfonal application by wordsand 
Sacraments (given or denied) work on the mmd or conlcier.ee\ 
vM which fome call a Perfwauve power; diftinguifhing (as Camero 
clearly) between .$x\v*\z perjxvafion of an equal, &c. andDotlra^ 

< Pa floral, 

http://conlcier.ee
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Paftoral,Official* Ttrjveafton* whofc force is by the Divine^ 
thorny of the perfwader, ufed in Teaching, Difciplinary judging, 
and Sacraments. I f you will call this laft coercive, or by any 
other name, you have your liberty. I will do ray part that you 
may underftand me, if I may not underftand yon. 

2. Now ad rem, can we difagree how far this conflraineth the 
unwilling ? Not without fome great neglect or culpable defecl. 
I may fuppofe then that we are agreed of all thefe particulars; 
i . That Gods Laws have told us who muft: or muft not have 
Sacramental Communion, which we muft obey, whatever be the 
efFeas. 

2. That Excommunication is not only, nor alway chiefly to 
bring the perfon Excommunicated to obedience (no more than 
hanging,) but to keep the purity and reputation of the Church, 
and the fafety of the members, and to warn others. 

3. That the way by which it is to affect the offender, is, 
1. By foaming him\> 2. By ftrikinghis Confcience with thefenfe 
of Gods difpleafbre declared thus by his Minifters. 

4. So far as the Sacrament is a means of conveying grace, to 
deny itt is not to reform but to deflroy. But when the perfon 
hath made himfelf ancapable of the benefit of the Sacrament, and 
apt to receive i t abufively to his hurt , then i t may poffibly 
humble him to be denied i t . 

5. I f the denial of the Sacrament work not on a mans Con
fcience morally (as threatnings d o j it no way compelleth him to 
his duty, nor laveth him from fin. 

6. De fafto many hundred thoul'ands of ignorant wicked mem
bers of h pifcopil Churches are fo far from being conftrained to 
goodnefs by being without the S icramsnr, that they'are con
tent to be without i t , and loth to be forced to i t . 

7- The more fin and wkkednefi any man hath, the lefs true 
conscience • and thekfs confcience, the Ids doih he regard a due 
Excommunication. -

8. The Bifhops themfelves are confeious of the inefficiency 
of their Excommunications alone to compel any to obedience, 
while they confefs that without the Secular power of the IwOrd 
to back ir, they would be but laught at, and defpifed by the 
moft. Nor durft they ever t ry to govern by thdr Church Keys 
alone among us without the enforcement of thefword. And at 
the lame time while they Excommunicate them from the Sacra-

P ment> 



ment, they have a Law to lay them inGaol,and utterly rum them 
i f they will not receive i t , How loth arc the Bifhops to lole this 
compelling J-aw. 

9 I think few of my acquaintance in England do believe that 
any great number are brought to holy reformation,no nor to Epif-
copalobedience,by the fear of being kept from the Sacrament, but 
that which they fear is the Corporal penalty that followeth lay 
by that, and you may t ry . 

10. I f you will truft to that fpiritual power alone, &valeat 
quantum valere poteft, without corporal force, few that I know 
of will refill you, (but many thoufands wil l defpife you, as the 
Bifhops well forefeej bring as many to obedience by it as you 
can. But i f you mean that you muft needs have the Magiftrate to 
fecond you, as your Li f tor or Executioner, and to imprifon, fine, 
banifh, burn, &c* i t would be too grofs hypocrifie to call the 
effefls of this coercive power, the effras of Excommunication, 
and to call it coercive power to deny a man the Sacrament, be
caufe he feareth the fword. ' . . 

n . Be fatlo there are fuppofed to be in the Parifh that yo« 
dwell in,above 60 ceo fouls,fu P Pofe 10 coo of thefe yearly receive 
the Sacrament (though feme fay i t is nor 5000.; Are the other 
40 000 compelled to obedience by not communicating. 

12. AH thofe forbear your Sacrament without any ienfe of co-
ercion or lofs, 1. Who believe (as you do ) that Sacramental 
Communion is a fin, where it cannot lawfully be had (that: is, 
fay you, where the Bifhops forbid it h fay they wherGodsL aws 
forbid i t , by reafon of adherent fin. 2. Andthat ?taKe the Bi 
fhops who forbid it them to be Ufurpers, that have no true call-
Misfas all the Paptfs do of our Eiffiops, and many others.| 3. Who 
take it 0̂ be more eligible, yea a neceffary duty to hold Commu. 
nLn with purer focieties, 4. Befides all thofe Se ines that 
makeTieht of Sacraments in general. What Pspfts, 
3 * Separate, &c. Sre compelled to any good by the* 
Bifhops denying them the Sacrament? 

1 < Nothing but Ignorance or Impudence can denv that the diltt-
c u l t f o f knowing whofe Excommunication it is ^ . ^ ^ 
ed as owned by God , hath encouraged prokfledI C h r i s m £ 
confufedly to Excommunicate one another, as that this Excommu 
jrication hath been fo far from conftraining mcft.to "Pentanee, tnat 
i t hath made Chriftianity a horrid fcandal to Infidels and Heathens, 



C 1 0 7 1 
by fetting the Chriftian World in the odious confufion of Excoffl* 
rounieating one another. To give fome inftances how far Excommu

nication is not coercive. 
1. Who but the Devil was the gainer of Pope FiBor\ Excom

municating the A fans about Eafter-fay ?, Did it compel them to 
obedience ? , , . . 

2. When the Orthodox Excommunicated J e ^ ^ f ' ' 
force them to obey ? When they got almoft all ~ r 

them, and Excommunicated and deftroyed their Excommum-

C a T w h e n t h e O « 7 ^ ( o r Orthodox; and ^ £ ™ a ^ ^ _ 
many ages Excommunicated one another meery upon t h e ^ 
ence which party had the true Ordained tsunops, u 
nications force them to obedience . ~ m m , , n i r a t ed vea 

A CTo oafs fortv other Setts) when Rome Excommunicated yea 
a n d V r o f e c m ^ * d i t compel them to obey? And 
W ^ J ^ S ^ and Proclus win more by a lowing them 
their own Communion, and living with them in love and peace? 
ChZfoflome fmce threatned the Novate Bilhoo that he would 
filence him-, but he quickly recalled his word before they parted, 

anddurftnotdoit . > . . , M\tar 
$. DidCvn/'sCounfel againft the Joanmtes ^ . ^ l ^ ^ ' 

den them ? Was i t not Attkm and Proclus love and lenity that end-

e d 6 h D i d the° Excommunicating of the Neflorians by Cyrii,com-
pell them to obedience, when fo much of the Eaft are Neftortans 
to this day, and requite the Orthodox with their Excommuni
cations ? 

7. Did the Excommunicating of thofe that rejefted the Coun
cil of Calcedov, ("the Eatychians, and tsfcephali) compel them to 
obediencet when many Emperonrs took their part, and the greater 
number of frifhops joined with them, and they equally damned 
thofe that received the Council for many Princes reigns- And when 
fo -great a part of Chi ifl ins as are the Jacobites, j4bajjmes> &c. 
owa Diofcorm, and condemn that Council to this day ? • 

8. Did the Excommunicating of the old Hereticks,-Gnofttcks* 
Bafdidiansy Valentinians, Tadinifts, Apottinarians% Eunomans* 
v£tians, f ^ ^ians, ^Macedonians^ VrifctllianS) &c>' compel 
them to obedience at all ? or did they regard i t ? 

9. Did the Excommunicating of the parties that Were for ft-
P 2 iencc 



[ i o n 
tencef the Acaciam as to the SfUKCJ-rj-and thofethat were for Zeno's 
JHenoticon) compel them to obedience ? 

10 D«d the mutual damnations of the V'hantaflicks, Juftinian's 
and Gama party, and the Corrupticoh, force either to obedience? 

11. Did the Excommunications of the MonothtUtes compel 
them to obedience? when in the days ot Fhdippicm they had a 
Council, faith 'Binnm^f Innumerable Biceps I And he faith, that 
the General Council at Trul, called Quinifextum was of the fame 
men that were in the approved fixth General Council,and that they 
were zJMonothelites. 
• 12 Did the fcvrral Excommunications of xhcConftantinopolitan 

Eifhop> by the Rom^n, and of the Roman again by them, and the 
Alexandrian, &c. compel either party to obedience ? 

i \. Had thepepe Excommunicated the (^Africans in the long 
fraaion in the days of Amelias and Anftin, would it have compek 
ed them to obedience ? 

14. When the Pope (at l a f t ) joined with Ju'Jimam General 
Council againft the Tria Qapitula, and condemned the refufers of 
i t , did i t compel his own neighbour-Btlhops to obedience, when 
they fo generally forfook him, that there were not three Bifhops 
to Confecrate the Pope, but he was fain to ufe a Presbyter ; and 
when they fet up a Patriarch at Aquileia as their chief, and con
demned or forfook the Pope for near, an hundred years t 

15. Did the Popes Excommunicating of the Goths in Spain and 
and other parts, compel them to obey him? 

16. Did Auguftines rejeaioo of the Britain*, and the Britain! 
and Scots long refufing Communion with the Romanics, compel 
either party to obey ? 

1 7 D i d the Excommunicating of Leo Ifaurks, Conjlantine, and 
the reft of the IconecUfis, compel them to obey ? 

iS. D id the Excommunicating of the Albigenfes and Waldenfei, 
bring them to obedience ? Or was i t not (fay fome Hiftorians) the 
murder of about two Millions, that 'folitudinem fecit, qnatn voca-
runt pAcem ? 

19. Did the Excommunications of the Emperours, Frederick^' 
Mtnry.&c. Kid their adherents, as the Venetian Interdift, com-
P^Ulneavtj? obedietice B 

;^r>DicVrl3e Excommunicating of the German ProteftaritSj. and 
Queen Elizabeth, and the Englijli Proteftants, bring them to obe
dience? How many fuch ^ . 



U you lay, To what purpofe is all this ? I (hall fay, No doubt 
lo knowing a man can tell. It is to tell you why I expect, no more 
coercive power from* meer Excommunication than experience and 
reafon will allow me to expect. And no fuch perfect obedience and 
Univerfal concord by i t , as your words import. 

And fome queftions I here crave your Anfwer of. 

Q^. I - The fame that you fo much urge on me: Sedng this mat
ter otiact is undeniable, and Eicomruumcation hath done no more 
than it hath done, Is all Church-Government therefore vain? Or 
what is your own way of remedy ? 

2. Seeing i t is Bifliops themfelves that for fo many hundred 
years excommunicated one another as Hereticks and Schema-
tick?, how fhall they, or their flocks be cenam which Bunops 
they be, whofe excommunications thty muft take, as Gods aft, 
and which not ? 1 pray anfwer i t plainly. 1. IP any feysr & 
vwft he the Majority, or greater number, then fo were the Ar
yans too long, fo were the Emychtans, fo were the Monotbc-
Utes, fo were the Iconselafts ^ fo the Papifts fay they are now. 
I f you fay, Tbe 'Bijloops in a General fatimfo that's a! mo ft all 
one. What Wars were there between many General Councils 5 
and how long was i t the Religion of one fide, to be for one, 
and curfe the other ; and of the other fide, to curfe all that 
did not receive that? How fhall we know which Council to o-
bey ? i f you fay as Binnim, that all- Councils have juft fo much 
power as the Pope giveth them, how fhall we know that this is 
true ? But I fuppofe that will not be your anfwer. If you fay, we 
muft obey that which is Orthodox, who is the Judg I I f every 
man, then they that judg the excommunicating Bi'hops, br.Coun-
cils, not Orthodox, will not obey them. Truly I know not 
what anfwer to expect from you. 

8 & \> Can that man expect, that excommunicating fliould 
fet all right, and bring men to obedience now in the end of the 
world, who is conftrained (againft his wi l l ) to be certain, that 
abufed excommunications have been the great means of fet-
*h*g the Chriftian world into pernicious Schif.ns and Ccnfufi-
ons ? 
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4; A t this day, when the Papal Church unchurches all 

t"e Chriftian Churches that are not Subjects to the Pope and 
•when the Greeks Church excommunitcateth the Papal, and moft 
Continue damning one another, can you think, that even ex
communicating is the remedy to cure thefe Schifms, and fet all 
right ? 

Qu. 5. I f denying men the Sacrament, will conftrain men to 
obedience, why do not the Epifcopal Churches through the 
world, cure the Peoples fins by keeping them from the Sacra
ment, when fo great numbers are prophane, and fcnfual, and 
worldlings, and wicKed, how eafie a means of Converfion were 
i t to forbid them ail the Sacrament ? 

Qu, 6. Is i t no contradiction to fay, that the Sacrament is Gods 
means of giving SancTification.? and yet that keeping men from it 
is the means? 

, 7. But i f you mean not containing to obey God, but 
only to obey the Bifhop, and not God , what good will fuch 
obedience do the mans foul, that will not fave him ? Iconfefsthe 
Magiftrate that hath the Sword, may compel men to the ufe 
of the neceffary fuitable means of Converfion and Grace} and 
thofe means may further Sanftification. 

IV. As to the Fourth Point, I have faid enough of it to you 
heretofore. 

1. I f no Religious AiTembiies for Preaching, Praying, and Sa
craments, be lawful, but what the B ifhops allow, then God hath 
put i t into the Bifhops power, whether he (hall have any fuch 
publick worfhip, or any mail be obliged fo to worfhip him, or 
not. But the Consequent is falfe ; Ergo, So is the Antecedent-
True Paftors have bdt the power to promote, arid order Gods 
vwrjhip, but not to exclude, or forbid it to any (much lefs to 
all, or i c o o j without neceffary caufe. 

X And then if preaching, and Hearing, and Sacraments, be 
ordinarily nectiTary to mens ialvation , then God . hath left it 
to the wi l l , or power of the Bifhops, whether any of the peo
ple mall be (ordinari lyj faved. But that is not fo. 

3. And 
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$• And then i f the King fhould licenfe, or command u$ to 

Preach, Pray, and Communicate, and the Bifhop forbid i t , i t 
Were fin. But that I will not believe, unlets the Canfe, more 
than the ^Authority, make the difference. 

To cooclude, I hold, that jnfl ufe of the Keys is very necek 
fary, and that i t is the great fin of England to reject i t ; Bat 
that a falfe ufarped ufc of excomanicatien hath been the incen
diary of the Chriftian world, which hath broken it to pieces, 
caufed horrid Schifms, Rebellions, Treafons, Murders, and bloody 
Wars. 

1. The juft ufe is, i . When a fcandalous or great firmer is with 
convincing evidence told of his error, and with ferioufnefs, yet 
With love and compafuon, intreated to repent, and either pre
vailed with, and fo abfolved, or after due patience, Authorita
tively pronounced uncapable of Church-Communion, and bound 
over to anfwer i t at the Bar of Chr i f t , in terror i f he repent 
not, and this by thePaftorof that particular Church, which ei
ther ftatedly, or pro tempore, he belongeth to. 

2. And when this is duly notified to fuch. Neighbour-Pallors 
as he may feek Communion with, and they agree not to receive-
any juftly caft out by others, but to receive and relieve the in
jured and falfly condemned. 

j . And when the King and his Justices, permit not the ejected 
violently to intrude, »and take the Sacrament, cr joyn with th€ 
Church by force, but preferveth forcibly the Peace and Privi-
ledges of t e Churches. 

I I . The excommunication that hath turned the Church into 
Faaions, and undone almcft Eaft and Weft* is, I . When a B i 
fhop, becaule of his humane Superiory, asPatriark, Primate, or 
Pope, claimeth the power of excommunicating other Bijliops, as 
his Subjects, whole Sentence muft: ftand becaufe of his Regent 
power. 

2. Or at leaft, gathering a Council where he fhall prefide, 
and that Council fhall take themfelves to have a Governing pow* 
cr of the Keys over the particular Bifhop , not only to re
nounce Communion with them themfelves, but to oblige all o« 
thers to ftand to their judicial Sentence. 3. When Bifhops fhall 
meddle caufekfly in other Bifhops Churches, and make themfeves 
Judges either of diftant, unknown perfons, and cafes, or of fuch 
as they have nothing to do to try. Yea, judg men of other 

Goun-


