, Crin ]
3+ And then if -the Ring fhould licenfe, or command us o
Preach, Pray, and Communicate, and the Bifhop forbid it, it-
; were -fin. But that [will not believe, unlefs the Canfe, more
- than the edurhority, make the difference.
~ To cooclude, I hold, that juf.ufe of the Keys is very necel-
fary, and that it is the great fin of England to reje@ it: Buc
that a fulfe ufurped ufe of excomunication hath been the incen-
diary of the Chriftian world, which hath broken it to pieces,
%erd horrid Schifims, Rebellions, Treafons, Murders,and bloody -
- ars. : s
b I. The juft ufe is, 1. When a fcandalous or great finner is with -
convincing evidence told of his error, and with ferioufnels, yet
with love and compaffion, intreated to repent, and cither pre-
vailed with, and fo abfolved, or after due patience, Authorita- '
tively pronounced uncapable of Church-Qommunloq_, and bound °
over to anfwer it at the Bar of Chrift, in terror if he repent ‘
not, and this by the Paftor of that particular Church, which ei~ \
|
|

1v, or pro tempore, he belongeth to. / .
the; ft;xtl? \Zixen‘ :Phis is gu‘ly’ notified to fuch-Neighbour-Paﬁgrs’
as he may feek Communion with, and ;he_y agree not to receive 1!
any jultly caft out by others, but to receive and relieve theins |

" jured and falfly condemned. . ; ' |

3. And when the King and his Juftices, permit not the ejected ;
violently to intrude, jand take the Sacrament, or joyn with thé - i
Church by force, but preferveth forcibly the Peace- and Privi- -
ledges of the Churches. .

- 1L The excommunication that hath turned the Church into -
Fadtions, and unZone almoft Eaff and Weft, is, 1. When a Bit -
fhop, becaufe of his humane Superiory, asPatriark, Primate, or -
Pope, claimeth the power of excommunicating other Bifhops, as
his Subjefts, whofe Sentence muft ftand becaufe of his Regent- .
power. : : s

2. Or.at leaft, gathering a Council where he fhall prefide, .

and that Council fhall take themfelves to have a Governing pows -

er of the Keys over the particular Bifhop , not ‘only to re-

nounce. Communion with them themfelves, but to oblige all o-

thers to ftand to their judicial Sentence. 3. When-Bifhops fhall -

meddle caufelefly in other Bifhops Churches, and make themfeves

Judges either of diftant, unknown perfons, and cafes, or of fuch

_as. they have nothing to. do to try. Yea, judg men-of other -

SR : Coune ~
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« Countries, or fo diftant, as the: Witneffes and - Caufes cannot
without oppreﬂii‘on_ be brought to their Bar. \ |

4. When they difgrace Gods univerfal Laws of Communion,

- as infifficirnt, and make a multitude of unneceflary , enfoaring,
dividing Laws of their own , according to which they muft be

mens Judges, ,

-5+ When thefe Laws are not made only for their own flocks
and felves, but for all the Chriftian world, or for abfent, or dif-

fenting perfons, vt E \ (5.

- 6. When men excommunicate others for hard words, not un-_
derftood, that deferve it not as to real matter,

7. Or do it to keep up an unlawful ufurped power over thofe
Churches that never confented to take them for their Paftors,
and to rule where they have no true Authority but fuchas ftand-

. €th on a forcing ftrength. . e :
8. When Lay-Chancellors ufe the Keys of the Church.
9. When men excommunicate others wickedly, for doing their
duty to Ged and man, or unjultly wichout fufficient Caufe.
.10, When unjuft excommunicators force Minifters againft their
Conlcicoces to publidh their condemnations againft thofe that
~ they know to be not warthy of that Sentence, if not the beft
of their flocks. - Ao i S ;
i1. And when thev damnall as Hereticks, Schifmaticks, ¢s.
that communicate with any that they thus unjuftly damn, ’

12. When they difhonour Kings, and higher Pwers, by dil-
gracing excommunications ; much more when they depofe them.
- 13, When they tell Princes,, that it is their duty to banifh,
imprifon or deftroy men, becaufe excommunicate, and not re-
conciled 5 and make Kings their Executioners.  And (o of old,
when a Bifhop was excommunicate, he muft prefently be banifh-
-ed : .And they fay; the Seors horning is of tae fame nature,
all ‘had been either banithed, or imprifoned, that were excome
municate, ard unreconciled: in the purfuit of the G:neral Coun-
cils of old, how great a diminuticn would it have madeof t'hc
free Subje@s of the Empire 2- And if Princes mu®t ftrike w;th
the Sword, all that ftand excommunicate, without tryi‘ng,fand»
judging the perfons themlelvesy. it is 10 wonder if fuch Prelates,
as can firft {o debsls them to be their Lifors, can next depofe
,fl_vem. Heislike to be a great Perfecutes, that will imprifon or ba-
nifh all that a proud contentious Clergy will excommunicate.

:
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As-corruptio optimi eft . oy
sk peffima, 1doubtnot but awife, kumble
holy, fpiritual, loving, heavenl;(, zzalous, patients e’xegtggf;

fort of Paftors is the means of continuing Chrifts Kingdom in the

gOﬂd, and fuchare the Pillars and Bafis of Truth in the Houle of
%d (asitis faid of Timothy, not of the Church as is commonly
gn aken ). So an ignorant, worldly, carnal , proud, ufurping,
: 1ommeenng, hyQotritical fort of Paftors, have been the great
plagues, and caufes of Schifm, confufion, and common calamity :
.And that when Satan can be the chufer of Paftors for Chrifts
Church, he will {and too oft hath) ever chufe fuch as fhall moft
fuccesfully ferve him in Chrifts Name..

And [ deubt. not, but fuch holy Difcipline, as thall keep clean

the Church of Chriff, and keep off the reproach of wickednefs

and uncleannefs from the Chriftian. Religion, and manifeft duly
to the flock the difference between the precious and the vile,
is a great Ordinance of God ( which onc man cannot exercife
over many hundred Parifhes, and unknown people). But an u-
furped domineering ufe of excommunication, to fubdue Kings,
Princes, Nobles, and people to the Jurifdition, Opinions, and
Canons of Popes, Patriarchs, Prelates, of their Councils, I
think hath done not the leaft part of Satans work in the
world. : § B

And I muft tell you, that 1 have lived now near 62, { now
fiear 66,) years, and I never faw one man or woman_reform-

ed or converted by excommunication (and 1 hope L have known .

thoufands converted from their fin by Preaching, even by fome
that are now forbidden to preach). All that ever I knew eXe
communicate, were of two forts. I. Diffenters from the Opi.
nions of the Bifhops, or conicientious refufers of their com.
mafids: And thefe all rejoice in their fufferings, applying, Blef-
ed are ye, when they caft out your names, &ec. fay all evil of you
falfly, &ec: or they take their cenfure for wicked perfecution.
The Papifts laugh at their Excommunicators, and fay, Whatan
0dd conditioned Church have you , that will caft us out that
never came in, and becaute we will not comein? 2. Ungod-
1y impenitent finners : And thelc hate the excommunicators for
difgracing them, and are driven further off from godlinefs than
~ before: But they will fay, they repent atany time, rather than
go to the ‘Gaol. I never faw one perfon brought to publick
confeffion in the Aflembly, by the Bifhops Difcipling 5 but § heard
: Q e R
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¥ was young, of one, ortwo, that for Adultery ftood ina White
Shéet in the Church, laughing at the fport, or hating the im-.
pofers. When there were no Bifhops among Us , about 1650,
many Epifcopal, Presbyterians, &c. agreed, where I lived, to
exercife fo much Difcipline, as we were all agreed belonged to
Presbyters. Herevpon 1 found good fuccefs, in bringing fome:
to repentance by admonition, but never of any ong that ftood
it out to an excommunication (fo far as we went, which was
only to admonifh,and pray for their repentance publickly, and after
to declare them unmeet for Chriftian Communion , and to re-~
quire the people to avoid them accordingly, till they repent).
‘After this they hated us more than before (apd one of. them
1aid hands on me in the Church-Yard, to havekilled me). And.
1 am fure that they reverenced thofe Minifters more than NOW
Lay-Chancellors ('if not Bifhops) are by fuch reverenced: 50
that experience convinced me, thatthe ‘penalty of excommunica-
tion is much more beneficial to others, tham; to:the €Xcommunic
catc. s i Bii13 iy Bagig

And how many thoufands in your Parifh do now voluntarily
‘excommunicate ‘themfelves from the Sacrament, and Church-Af-
fomblics, ‘aid find no Remotle, or Reformationby it.2 And if
all of both forts (conlcientious Diffenters, and prophane defpi-
fers, and finners) were exconimunicated now. by the Church of
,Eéglund, without any corporal penalty adjoyned, whatdoyou
think it would do upon them ? Would they not laugh at you,

“or ‘pity you ? 'Do not the’ Bifhops believe this, and therefore
""\‘N)ﬂ*ﬁ{}‘t’ truft ’_;ffs'i'théit: excommunicatiofis at all without .the

GOl 7 oS, KUY -5 A% G penmgs

7§ cannot magnifie the Difcipline of {uch men -as count them-
{elves the Power of the Keys to be but a Leadsn Sword . &
‘vain thing, without the anneed enforcement of corporal penal- .

’tj'és'; If it be but ouiward ebedience totheir commanpdsy - which ;.H;y

v

'dnive Unen to. without the bearry:= 02 55 sl o0 T T
1. 'Men of no Conftience will fooneft obey them, as, forced

“againft their Confciences. ‘ | o s
2, And why do they abufe the name of the Keys o as if it

‘Were the caufe of that which it is no caufeofy:but i_;@?."?.‘?@’y

‘by the Magiftrates Sword 2 It is the Wiiv D excom. cape 103
‘doth ig,"‘and not - the Keys.. And they that thinkuawslsng per-

“Jons have right “to ‘the ‘great benefit of Churcthommmgg:
B )




“yea, all that had rath L 113 ‘j
yea, all that had rather come to G than Yie inGagl. {hat
neves bave my aar. me to Church than lie in Gal, fra
really ‘your meaning be to {et u Ke
yo aning p the power of the Ke
: ll)v‘{ themfelves, to do their proper work ) a[r?\d“not expelt "'ch:
, ,‘agxlﬂrates mult joyn their forcing power, to punifh a man
mge_:; y becaufe he beareth the Bithops punifhment patiently,
without changing his mind; Let it prevail as far as it can pre-

vail 5 who will fear it (fave for the Schifm that it may caufe)? .

But if it be your meaning all this while, that under the name
~ of denying the Sacrament, it is Confifcation or the Gaol that
’ zmﬁ do the work, 1 fhould wifh for more of the Spirit of Chri-
ianity, ard lefs inclination to the Inguifition-way. perfecuti-
-on never yec efcaped its due odium, or penalty, by difowning
11s proper name, I am more of St. Martin’s mind than of Ttha-
(2us’s. e i

o, of the badnefs of fome Minifters and
People that are in the allowed Churches. I know that the Pa-
pifts fpeak much of the holinels of a Pope, when perhaps a
General Council faith, he is a Murderer, Adulterer, Heretick,
e. and fo call their Church R elatively fioly. I deny not that
Relative holirefs, which is founded in meer profcfion: Butl be-
lieve, that Chrift came to gather 2 people to another fort of
Godline[s, and by his Spirit to fill them with Divine and Hea-
venly Life, Light, and Love (to God and man).  And 1 believe,
that all that have this (though excommunicate ) thall be glori-
fied : And that without this, all the obedience to Bifhops that
. they give, will never keep them out of Hell. AndI take it to
be no great priviledg to march in an orderly Army to dam-
nation, or to be at peace in Satans power, Hell will be Hell
which way ever we come to it. 1 confefs, were thefe Bifhops
in the right, that Santta Clara citeth, that fay , The sgnorant
- people might merit by bating God, a an aft of obedience, if their
7?4/""‘3 Thould tell them it is their dut 5 then this external obe-
dience to them were more confiderable: Butl had rather go in
the Company that goeth to Heaven (as alldo that ar true Lo-
vers of God and man) than in that which goeth to Hell (asdo
:g:emo&dRq ul‘ar of the ungogly).‘ And yet I account true obedi-
and re | great :
't g:) dline fs.gu arity, a great duty of the godly, and a great help

as you feem to me to d

Q2 And

V. One word more | add, That ] like not your making fo light :
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And therefore I value the Aeans for the End, Concord for Ps-
¢y and [alvation. And 1 capnot think, that there is not now
In London, a very laudable degree of Concord among all thofe
that, though in different Affemblies, and with difference of o-
Pinions about {mall matters, do hold one Body, one Spirit, one
Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm, one Celeffial hope, and one God
and Father of all, and live in Love, and Peace and Patience towards
€ach other : Thisis far greater Concord than the thoutands of peo-
Ple, that deferving excommunication for their wicked lives, do
hold in the bofom of the Church, which receiveth them as chil-
dren thereof. And O! were it not for that uncharicable im-
patience, which an ill felfith Spirit doth contain, why fhould it
feem to us a matter of fuch odium, envy, Or out-cry, for men
to hear the fame Gofpel from another man, which for fome dif-
fering opinion they will not hear from us? Ot for men to com-
municate, e. g. ftanding, or fitting in a Congregation of that
mind, that ( weakly J+fcruple to kneel at it with others ( the
old Canons countenancing their gefture of ftanding, more than
kneeling )’  What harm will it do me, if (under the firiQeft
Laws of Peace ) men worfhipped God by themfelves, that fcru-

ple' fome word, or aétion in our worfhip ? E. g.a Neftorian that

thould think, that it is improper to fay, that the Pirgin Mary
was Sedfenacy and that the denomination fhould be 2 ratione for-
mali, tather than 4 materiali : Would Liberty in fuch matters,
with Love and Peace, do more hurt to the Churches than Schif-
matical excommunications have done :
And indeed it is hard o make people able to reconcile a Con-
junct earneftnefs, in driving the {ame men snto the Charch, and
safting them out ; yea, of excommunicating them, #pfo faito, by
divers Canons ( fine fententia), and acculmg them for not com.
municating.. If it be for wor repenting, 1. Can you bring all'the
finners about us to repentance, by excommunications - Why then
are the openly wicked fo numercus ? 2. Do you think men can
change their judgment, meerly becaufe they are commanded, or
excommunicated ? If a man ftudy, and pray, and endeavour to
the utmoft, to know the truth, and youtay, that yet he erreth,
will a cenfure cure his underftanding ? €. g- a N eftoriany o Monos
thelite, an Anabaptift, &c, much lefs when a man knoweth that he
isin the right, and the cenfurer fighteth againd truth and duty.

s ” ; Men:

s




Men in fome di [ 11y ] ‘ :
which ovid :octhfl:aﬁ: will rage at the fight of ¢ rtain things,
s e judge ick %
: 2;‘;‘ zZOt bear the Bifhops, and meeti]ngsg of I?he; elt\lfco‘;i:il:;erz?fell‘;E
thole lcould, and they lived together in Chriftian Love. l,know
f0rmagiicf\s/1 now in England; where a Conformable and Noncon
Shie Pusith ilmﬁer, live in {o great love, and the latter go fhill t<;
oy -Churches, and the former fometimes come-to them, as
ook : lclonﬁdcr.able trouble arifeth by their difference: And-I
that het er places, where the publick Minifters cannot bear any > ‘ 1
i ar not themfelves, yea, or that conftantly hearing them;
Fowlcny other that diffenteth. But they feek to win Diffenters, a; :
fior rs would bring Birds tothe Net, by fhowting, and throwing
ters,es at thems and Anglerswould catch Fifh, by beating the Wa:
Wh\g;'ll will tell you alfo, that I much diffvnt from you, in that
sy t:;“d you, shat the Tyranny of Prelases hath done more buré . A
o se difobedience and. difcord of thePeople towards themy you : =9
aid, you do not think_fo. : : i . ’
ha%f—}. ‘Do you think that Thieves have killed as many-menas Wars &
e one? _ If itbetrue, that Fulins Cefar, and his Armies killed
B 20C0. perfons, befides thofe that he flew.in the CivikiWars. That -~
3 )arius 1ot at once 200 0-0, and abundance of fuch inftances in ‘
ower degrees may be given; fure poor Thieves and Murderers : |
Cgm'c far fhort of ‘this account. And foitis in the prefent cafe. Gre- . A
sv ry Nazian. Was a wife, and good man, who f{aith, the peop‘é« : |
m:re fa&tious, and too pnruly, but (at Cenfl.) werehoneft, and |
ing a:l: well. But how {adly doth hedefcribe the Bifhops, as rage- : |
mit ‘.en in their Councils, and as the far greater caufes of’ all cala-
th‘e'y‘. Judg bY{hc Twenty infances that [ before gave you about
o lrlgxczmﬂmmcgnon . How few Herefies, or Schufms yWe;e there
_mf;)t. » that the B!ﬂ"l'opswere not the notorious caufes <;f? The Sz- :
e A‘:‘"”-‘s q/pallmariam, Magedonians, Neftorians .Accphali
icks lonothelites, yea, the Donatifts, Novatians the, P?nanthﬁa,
5 38 ’ aqd ah_noﬂ all : The «Arrians began by- a’ Presbyter 5 b ;
Ted ;‘iﬂ'vm cites them truly ( as he doth) too many Bi;holkt
e mgrln thhc way » and moft of the Bifhops followed, and weg: :
PP o that kept up, and increafed the Herefie, far be d
Ca u(g’:og“; ,h or the Preshyters. Eutychus, a Mbt;k, begaxoﬁis
: t he was quickly co'nte__mne@‘hy hii"followefs, and did -
, Jittle
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little in comparifon of Diofcorus, Severws, and many hundred more
' Bifhops,zs.v <5 . _ %
And is it the People, or the Bifhops, that now keep Eaff and
Weft in motual damnations ? Have the Peoples divifions done
,more harm than the Papal Schifm, and Ulurpations , and
Cruelties, killing about 20cc000. as is faid of eAlbigenfes and
Waldenfes , -the Inquilitions, bloody Wars againft the Germane
Emperors, and many Englifh Kings, the Rebellion againft the
Gr “’S Emperor , -Leo Ifaurus, and deftru@ion of the Eaflern
Empire, our Smithfield Bone-fires, and innumerable other Cru-
elties , Defolations ,  Herefies and Schifms ? Arec all thefe lefs
than the abufe of Liberty by Inferiors, in Praying, Preach-
ing, or Diforders ? judg Hale faith, That be bad a friend that
ored a very great Pond of Three or Four eAcres, witha-great
number of Fifh, and at Seven years end only put in Two wery
Jmall Pikes, and ar the draught of bis Pond, there was not one
Eifh left o but the Two Pikes graown to-an exceffive bignefs , and
all vhe reft with their millions of fry devoured by the pair of Ty-
- vams, Hale of the Orig. of Man, Seit. 2. cap. 9. pag. 2c3:
- The Block had been a better Ruler. The Lord forgive the Pref-
byterians their over-keenncfs againft Seéts, before. the Pikes have
“made an end of them. Pardon truth to * -

Xour Servant,

" Ri. Baxter.

-

Fr the Learred Mr.Henry Dowell (afjer a perfonal Cor-
: Jerence with bim). ,
Oncord and Peace are fo very defirable to the ends of _Chfl— :
: ‘fianity, that I am glad to hear you fpeak for them in icf
géneral, though 1 take your way to be certainly deftrudtive o
‘them 5 2nd becafe you think the like of mine, and fo while We
sre agrecd for the end , we greatly difier about the means

“fhall ‘here perform what 1 laft offered you, wiz. I Aq CXP?;;




Creo.

tion of my own fenfe of the way of Cﬁurchconcord (becaufe you
faid I am ftill upon the deftruétive part) viz.. 1. My fundamental
P,'i“C"P‘f& 2. The way of concord, which 1 fuppole to be fufe
ficient , ard only likely (as appoioted by God) to attain that.
end. II, The reafons of my utter diffent from your way. 11l A
Propofal for our forther dcbating of thefe differeness. :

1. 1 hope if you are a-man of ‘charity of 'impartiaiity,it will be
o hard'matter to you to believe thatTam willing to be ;‘vagquam‘tc
with healing truth ( that 1 fay not as willing 2 you)s agd if I'be it~
happy in ‘the xfhctdféiof‘mfy‘Enquirigs}.‘R is not_for want of fear-
ching diligence. And your parts affire me, that itis fo with you. .
But it is the ufual effe@ of bne received error,to let in many more3 .
and it is fo either with me or’you. And lefit fhouldiprove my-un-
_happinefs, 1 (hall thankfully accept your remedying informations.

" '1. The Principles ‘whichT préfuppo'{é, -are Wuch as thefe. ot As
God as Creator, '{o-Chrift as Redeemer is the uinerfa1 King and -
‘Head over all things to the Church, which is his body, Ephe/-1.
232,23 Fob. 17. 2, gheed il 3o DS 1561 @ :

. 2. He hath made Uyiverfal Laws t0
verfal Government. ot gl £l ]
"y, s Univerfal Laws are ‘in. fuo ~genere fufficient 10 their -
L esecufe; DU TR : ' >
4. There is 10 other
or of the Church; whether Perfonal “or ColleQive. And -there-

fore'rione: that hath power of Univerfal Legiflation, or Jutif-
: 1(‘&&'1‘0“. il ¥ :

be ‘means “of this Uni-

5. ‘Much lefs any that bath a fuperiour power to’ alter Gods -

~Univérfal Laws by ‘abrogation, fubrogation, ifufpenfion, or ati-
‘penfation. Nor will God-himfelf alter ‘them,’ and fubftitute new

" ones.. A& Tertullian faith ) We at ' firf} belicve this, ‘thar no mare “.

oWkl Lison 91 psoivib- | 1395 3 73 -
"~ 6. Thefe'Laws “of our  Uriverfal. Governour are partly of na-
° tural Revelation, and partly of Supegria:ura\;’ Vi

" %and by his Spirit in’ his Apoftles-given i

*Yorus ifi thieirSeeiptute-records.

vUnive‘rfa\ King or Ruler of the world, _

iz. by himfelf,
e nan exrraordinary mea-
Ufyre tohis end, 1o lead them into-all truth, whichis delivered -

7. Some local precepts, whofe matter was narrow and tempo-
: : . rarys .

%"M‘.‘ i
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- rary, even the mutable cuftoms of that time and place were allo
. Parrow and temporary 5 (as the walhing of feet, anointing,

vailing women, the Kifs of peace, ¢i¢ ) which maketh nothing
for the mutability of the Univerfal Laws.

8.. No Paftors fince the Apotftles, are by effice or power ap-

- pointed to make any Univerfal Laws for the Church, nor any

of the fame kind and reafon with Gods own Laws, whofe rea-
{on or caufe was exiftent in the ‘Apoftles times, but only to ex-

 Plain the word of God, and apply it to particular perfons and
" cafes, as Minifters under Chrift in his Teaching, Prieftly and

‘Governing office; nor have the Apofties any other kind of Suc-

- ceffors.

; gl : g ;
9. Chrift made not Peser or-any one of his Apoftles Gover

~nour of the reft: But when they ftrove who fhould be the’
. chief, rebuked that expectation, and determined, That among -

them Preeminence: fhould confift in- excclling in - humilicy and

- {ervice.

10, When the Cﬂrz;mbiam were fick of the like difeafe, Pan! ..
. webuked them for' faying, 7 am of Cephas, and determineth that

Apoftles are but particular members of the body, of which
Chrift only is the Head 3 and not the Lords, but Minifters and
helpers of their faith. 4

11. No Paftors (as fuch ) have foréing power, either to touch

-mens bodies, or eftates, or infli by the {fword corporal penal-

ties, or mul&s. But only by the word (by which the power of

“the Keys is exercifed) to.inffru@ men,and urge Gods precepts,
- promifes and threats upon their Confciences. :

12, The Apoftles were Bilhops eminenter, in that they called,
gathered, and while they ftayed with them, governed Churches.

~ ‘But not formaliter as taking any one particular Church for their
»proper charge: But fetled fuch fixed Bithops over them. And

‘though they diftributed their labours about the world prudent-
ly, and as the Spirit of Chrift guided thems yet we find not any
probability that ever they divided the world into twelve or
thirteen Provinces, or ever fetled twelve or thirteen chief Me-

‘tropolitical feats in the world, which their proper Succeffors

as fuch fhould govern in preeminence. Nor doth any Hiftory

“intimate fuch a thing ; nor yet-that any Apoftle took. any City

for his proper Diocefs, where another Apoftle ‘might not. com¢

+and exercife equal Power.

i ¢ 08 | -
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13 It feemeth that Chrifts fénding out ‘his feventy Difeiples
by two and two, and the APoftles %
Ferufalems ; and Paul and Barnabas’s going forth rogether , and
after Panl & Silas,atd Barnabas and Mark , & Peter and Panl (fup-
pofed) tobe together at Romé, Cre. that the Spirit of God did pur-
pofely prevent the intentions of any dfterward of beinlg theMetropos
litical Succeffors of fingle 4 poftlés or Difciples of Chrifls imme-
diate fending, in this or that City as their proper feat.
14. As Grosims thinks that the Churches were inftituted after
the likenefs of the Synagogues, of which one City had maony
o Dr, Hammond endeavours to ‘evince, not only that Perer and
Panl were Bilhops of two diftinét Churches of Rome, one of the

- Fews, and the other of the Gentile Chriltians ;" but alfo that it
was {o in other Cities. Differtat. 3

_ 15. The Fatriarchs were not t2 or 13, but three firfty and
five afterward 3 and none of them pretended to any power as efpe-
<ial Succeffors of any offe Apoftlc, but Antisgh and Rame of Peters
(and that was not theic firft claim or ritle; but an honorary rea-
fon why men afterward advanced them.) eAlexandria claimed
Succeffion but from St. Mark , .and Ferufalem from Fames (no
Apofle, if Dr. Hammond and others be not much miftaken) and

Conflantineple from none.” ' 10 S on ol 00 L
" 16. The 28 Canon of Calcedon tels us enough of the founda-
- tion, title and reafon of Patridrchal power, and all Church-Hi.
fory that the Mctropolitical Powers were granted by Empe-
rours, cither immediatcly, or empowering Councils thereto.

17. ~Thele Emperours having no power out of the Empire,

S i3 XM Lits e f . .
- peither by themielves, nor by Councils, gave ‘not any power

that extended further than the Empire, or that could by that

" another Prince.

io18. A there never was a. Council truly Univerfal, fothename
- Umver[al bt Occ' menical was not of old given them, 'in refpst
- 20 the whle Chriflian world, But to the whole Empire ; as the
pawsr that called them, and the names of the Bifhops fubferibed,

title continue to any City which fell under the Government of

@, fully prove. . : :
.s19.~ Before Chrittian Princes did empower them, Councils

. S g RIS s AL ; ; ‘ 2
_ Ware but fot Counfel, concord and cq;;w[pondmcy, and particular

P ors. were bound by their Decrees only: 1. For the evidence
of truth which they made known: 2. And by the General Law
~ / R

of

aying together much at °
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of Gddy to masntain wnity and peace _and help-each other, Bu®
afterward, by vertus of the Princes Law, or Will, they exer-
cifed a dire@& Government over the parricular Bifhops, and thofe

‘ 'were oft banifhed that did mot fubmit to them.

20. While Councils met but. for Cannfel and Concord, and al-
fo whe.n afterwarcs they were but. Provingial, or National un-
der Kings , where none of the Parriarchal Spirit_and Intereft
did corrupt-them, they made excellent Orders, and were a great
bleffing to the Churches: Of the firft fort, ¢, g. were divers
e frican and of the latter divers Spanifh, and French, when
neither. Emperor, nor Pope, did over-rule them, but the Goth-
ifh, znd: French: Kings moderately govern them. ‘But thoogh I
deny not any.good which the Councils, called General,_did,
efpecially the firkt Nicene; yet 1 muflt profefs, that the Hiftory
of the Patriarchal Sears, and the Hiftory of the General Coun-
cils, and the Church-Wars then, and after them managed by
Four of the Patrisrchs efpecially., andstheir Bifthops, the con-

" fufion caufed in moft of the Churches, the Anathematizing of

one another, the blood that hath been {hed in the open ftrects,
of Monks. and common people; yea, the fighting, and fury of

Bifhops at the Councils, to the death of {fome of them, their -
tiring out the endeavours of fuch Emperors, and their Officers,
that would have kept Peace and Concord among them, do aHl
put me. out of hope, that the Peace and Concord of the Chri-
ftian world, fhould ever be fetled by Popes, ‘Patriarchs, orfuch
kind of Comncils, whichall have fo long filled the Chriftian world
with moft calamitous divilions, contentions, and blood=fhed, and
wade the fnares, which continug its divifions and diftractions to

this day.

e —p——

1.1 conceiue, that the means of Churck-concord, appointed
by God, is as follows, SRt 1 DR\ neao K

1. It muft be pre-fuppofed, That no perfect Concord will be
had on earth; yea, that there will unavoidably be very many
differences , which muft be born. So great is the diverfity of
mens natural Capacity and Temper, their Education, Compae |
ny, Teachers, Helps , Interefts, Callings , Temptations, e
1hat it is.not probable that any Two men in all the world, a;;
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be of the fame mind as he was when he knew lefs. :

2. Yet muft our increafe in knowledg, and Concord, be our
continual endeavour ; and it is the ule of teaching to bring
thefe, differences, caufed by ignorance, to as fmall a number as

{ we can. \ e
3. There is fcarce a more effc&ual means of Divilion, and

' more extenfive Concord to be poffible, and neceffury, thanin-
deed is3 and fo to fet up an impoffible End, and Means, and

- to.deny Concord and Peace to all that cannot have it on thofe
- terms, If all thould be denied to be the Kings Subjefts, who
dare not profels Affent, Confent, and approbation of every law,
and .part, or word of the laws, or that agree not of the mean:

ing of every law, or that differ in any magters of Rcligion,
what a Schifm, Confufion, and Ruine would 1t unavoidably make

in the Kingdom ? and how few Subjeéts would it leave the King 2

~' be Sebje&s. :
4 The neceffary Union and Concord of Chriftians, is a mat-

ter of {o great importance, that it cannot be fuppofed , that

¢ Chrift is the fole Univerfal Lawgiver, and yet hath not ordain-
' ed, or determined what fhall be the terms of neceflary Chri-
g ftian Uoity and Cencerd : And indecd he hath determined
; . Viz., -
A L. He hath ordained Baptifm him{tlf, to be our Chrift-
b Ding, or our vifible Inveftiture in the Church Univerfal 5 that is,
our Relation.to Chrift, as the Head of his Univerfal Kingdom,
or Body. And every rightfully baptized perfon (till by wiola-
ting that Covenant he forfeit his benefits ) 5 is to be taken by

Us as a Member of Chrift , a Child of God, and an Heir of
Heaven; and we are bound to love him as a brother, and ufe
W accordingly, in all due Offices of Love. And becaufe the
hurch, into which Baptifm entereth us, confifts of Chritian Pa-
ftors and People, Apoftles and Prophets, having been as Foun.

Vord of Life; and ordinary Paftors being appointed to teach,

%5 therefore it is implied’, that the baptized perfon at Ages
: R 2 ' un-

- inevery particular of the famemind : And every man that grow-
eth in knowledg, will more and more differ from himfclf, and nog -

Confufion, and Church-ruin, to be devifed, than to fuppofe a

- Evenasif none but men of the fame ftature, vifage, or wit, {hould

dations, infallibly delivering us, now recorded in Scriptore the

4nd guide the peoplein boly Dottrine, Worfbip, and Converfati--
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ondexffanderh this, ‘aud confenteth thercunto's that is, torres

ceive, ascinfallible, the recorded ficred Doétrine of - the infallis-
ble perfons, Apcvﬁ'lt’s and Praphéta, and the ordimary wniltry
of fuch ordinary Paftors and Teachers, as he thall difcerni“to: be
fet over hum by the Word and Spirit of Chrift. Wherher this-
confent to the Paftoral Office ; be neceliry 1o the Being of ~a
Chriftian, ot only fo the Well-being, is acontroverfie with which

I need not ftop, or lengthon thisaccount. But Baptifm, as {uch,

doth not enter us into any particular Church. ,

IL 1. Chrilt (by him{elf, and his * pictemn the Apoftles) ‘hath |
ordaised, that Chriftians fhall be affociated into particular Chur-
ches, confifting of the “aforefaid “Ordinary ~ Paftors and thei
Flocks, for Perfonal Communion. in holy Doétrine, Wosthip, .
and Converfation; in all which thele Paflors are their Guides,

~ according to the Laws, or Word of Chrift, alresdy delivered.
by the nallible Miniftry of the Apoftles and Prophets; againfty

or beyond which, Chrift hath-given them no power. Their OF -
fice is of his own making, and defcribing; and their power to
determine undctermined ufeful circomftances in_chgis. Wor[blpa
and Church-dilcipline, is but a power to obey Chrifts general -
commards (to do all things in Love, Peace, Otd'tr, Decency, -
and to Edification), which they may not violate. OEA oS
2. Every Chriftian that hath opportunity, fhould bea Mem-
ber of fome fuch particular Churchy Statedly, if it may bes:
if not, yet tranfiently : But fome may want {uch .opportunity -
(as fingle perfons converted, or caft among Infidels; Travellersy
Embaffadors, Fa@ors, and other Merchants, (among Infidels) or
where Chriffianity is fo corrupted by the Paftors, as ihat they
will not allow men Communion without finful Qaths, Covenants,
Profeflions, Words, or Praétices. { ' :
- 3. No one at Age can be a Member qf the umverf;!, oxjpf
any particular Church (and fo the Subjeét of that Paftor) angmﬁ
bis willy or withous his own confent (however Antecedent Obli-
gations may bind men to confent ). : gt oo -
4. Every fuch Church fhoufd have 1ts proper B~|ﬂmp, an t'n;
Iznatius’s time, its Unity Was defcrjb;;l by One Altar, and One Bi-
op; with bis fellow Presbyters, an eagons. i e
fb? Sach Biéop:: or ?Aﬂo;s‘ were to be ordained by Semior -
Biflops, er Puftors, and received by the Election, or Confent:~
of the whole Churehy and for many: hundred years no Chl‘l!t-'

ches-
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confent, as a double Key for the fecurity of the Church 3 to

: according to Gods word, {o far as proteting and countenancing,
- of ‘the Bithop did ‘require.  The fenior Bithops muft confent to:
his Ordination, the people taulk confent to bim as formally related -
#0 them[elves as their Paffor  and the Magiltrate as to one to be
pratelled by him., ,

6 As without mutual confent the relation of Paftor and flock
is not founded 5 fo Gods Providence muft dire& every man to know
- What particular Church he fhould be of, and whom by confent
to take for the guide of his foul. In England men may freely.
chufe what Chareh and Paltor they will fland related to 5 every-
man having liberty to dwell in what Parifh or Diocefs he pleafe, -
without asking leave of the Bithop to remove. i Einmy
- 7. The individuating or diftinguithing of paricular: Churches
by peculiar Circuits, or proper fpaces of ground, is no further
‘of Gods inftitution, than it is the performance of the general
commands of doing all in order to edification, ¢rc. And as in -
.+ Profperous times under godly peaceable Princes, it is greatly con~

Corruption by Herefie, or Tyranny, Perfecution, ¢re. it is incone
venient, and it becomes a neceffary duty, to gather Churches in
- the fame fpace of ground where only fome other Paftor had a -
Church before. The cales in which this is lawful, and the cafes
Im which Separation is urlawful, having written largely ia ang:
ther paper, 1 fhall offer it to you when you defire it, /
S f,t‘,is'»n()t of abfolute neceffity that all the members of a -
. Particular Church, do always or ufually meet in one place,
~(though it be very convenient and defirable where it may be
done) ; for Perfecution may probibit it, or want of a large ca-
Pacious place, or the great diftance of fome of the Inhabitants,
- O the age, or'weaknels of others s.and therefore in the ancient
- Churches, though at frft they ufually were all affembled in one
Place, yet after when thev encreafed, the Canons required all
-the pPeople to affemble. wich the Bifkop but at certain chief Fe-
ivals in the year, having Chappels or Oratories in the Villages
: V:{hgrc they met on other days: And with us many Parifhes of
8eat extent have ‘many Chappels of cale. : AR

9. But -

. b 138 e
- elies received their Bithops oo any other terms. -The Ordainersy,
“and the Pesple or Church receiving him, having each a neceflyry

which ‘afterwards the Chriftian Magifirates eonfent was added ~

venient and defirable; fo in feveral, cafes of Duvifion,, Churchy
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9. But that the end of the Affociation be not only for diffan'
commnnion by Delegates or Letters, or meet i€lation to one com-
mon Ruler as all the Empire had to the Emperour, but for PER-

SONAL COMMUNION of Paftor and Flock, fo that they

may at leaft per vices meet together, or live within the reach
of ‘each others perfonal notice, and converfe, and Communion
in Dolrine, Worfhip and ‘Difcipline’, this is eflential to a par-
ticular Cburch, primi “ordinis, of Divine InRitution, of which I
now treat. ' ;

\

‘UL 1. As Chriftians muft gather into particu’ar Churches,
under their proper Bifhops; fo thefe Churches muft hold a cer-
tain ‘Communion among themfelves, fo much as is neceffary to
their mutual Edification and Prefervation, of which Synods, and

- Communicatory Letters and Meflengers, are the means.

2.  An affociation of feveral Churches for Communion of Chur-
ches, doth tota Jpecie differ " from an affociation of individual
Chriftians into one Church prime fpecies. And it differeth in the
matter, end, and kind of Communion, ;

3. If thefz fcveral Churches agree in the fame Baptifimal Cove-
nant, in the fame ancient Creed or Articles of Faith, and in the
fame love and holy defires fummed up by Chrift in the Lords-
prayer, and in taking the commands of Chrift for the Rule of
their converfation, and receiving Gods Revelations recorded in the
holy Scriptures/fo far as they underftand them, renouncing all
contraries to any of this fo foon as they perceive them fo to be,
this fhould fuffice to their loving and comfortable communion,
without any defires of Domipation or Government over one ano-
ther. And though I will not do any thing unpeaceably againft

' Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Archbifhops or Diocefans, if they go-

‘vern according to the Laws of God 3 yet I know no Divine right

_that any of them have to be the Rulers of the particular Bithops
. and Churches. Though a humane prefidency for order we deny

rot, nor that junior Bifhops do owe fome refpe@ and {ubmiffion -

10 the Seniors. : ) ’ e
4. Though the General Laws of Chrift (for concord, edifica*-

on,&¢,) do enable Magiftrates by command, or Paftors by con-

traét to chufe and make new Officers of their own (which Go
: : ~ = e

~
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Mever particalarly inftituted) for the determining and exicting

fuch” circumfPantials as God hath left to humane prudence, (as

Prefidents, Moderators, Churchwardens, Swmmoners, cc.) yet I -

_deny,” 1. That any Officer of meer bumane knftitution hath a fu-.

Perior proper Ecclefiaftical Pewer of the Keys, to be a Bifhep of

- Bifhops, and to govern the Governou:s of the particular Chur-
ches by Fxcommunications, Depofitidns, and Abfolutions, fee.mg
ex ratione reiy it belongeth to the fame Legiflator, who in’("ﬂtm
ted the inferionr order; to have inftituted the Superiour, if he
would have had it. 2; And I peremptorily deny that any fuch pr e-
tended Superiour ( Patriarch, Primate, Metropolitan, Archbifhop,
@-e.) hath any power (ave Diabolical) to deprive any particular

. Churches, Bifhops, or Chriftians, of any - of the Priviledges {etled
on them by Chrifts Univerfal Laws, or te difoblige them from
any duties required by Chrift.

IV. It belongeth to the Office of Princes and Magiftrates on~

Iy to Rule all, both Clergy and Laity, by the fwordor force
even to drive Minifters to do their certain duty, and to punifh

+ them for fin. And ‘they are to keep peace among the Churches;

- @nd (asbad as the Secular Powers have beer ) had they not kept
| Peace Berter -than the Bifhops bave done, 1 am poflift with hor-

’e rour to’ think what a field of bléod the Churches had been

L throughout the world, fince the Exaltation of the Clergy. 3

V. Chrift only is'Cas the Univerfal Legiflator,fo ) the Univerfal

0 1 final Judg, from whom' there is no appeal.
A . V1" Every Chriftian as'a Ratiomal Agent hath a Jadgment of
difcerning, by which he muft judg whether his Rulers commands

- Obey Chrift in them. If nat, muft not obey them againft Chrift,

but appeal to him. And if any do this erroncoudly, itis his fin 3 if -
-Jultly, it'is his duty. ’ .

Thefe fix Particalars I take to be the fufficient means which

tisiie us herein, wiz. 1.’ One body. 2.°One Spirit. 3. One hope
of our calling, 4. One Lord.. 5. One Faith. 6. Ore Baptifm,
7: One God and Father of all.” And they ‘that agree in thefe, are
bound to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peaces a5

drinks, but in Righteoufuefs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft.
' - And

I be according to Chrifts commands or not. And if they be, muft -

Chrift ‘hath appointed for the concord of the Church 5 and that -
the feven points of Concord menticned by the Apoftle thould {z.

knowing that the Kingdem of*God confifteth not in meats ‘snd
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; communicate their Brethren that agree in thefe ; or to divide,

- mane authority, perhaps queftionable, at leaft unqueftionably be-
-worldly. (too ignorant ) Clergy.

- 3. lmpofing unneceffary things by their Authority ‘jﬁpn.ihe\

- I have read the Hiftory of the Chureh 5 which warneth me what

§.152y 3,4, 1Cor 3, §,657,22, 2Cor.1. 24, M. 2.Tum.2. 14y

i [ 128.7

And he that in thefe {erveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and
( fhould be) approved of men, Rom. 14. 17, 18. Ephef. 4. 6, 7
¢c. Nor is it lawful for any to hate, perfecute, filence, or Ex-

diftradt, Or.'Confc.)_und the Churches for the intereft of their fe~
veral Preeminencés, or Provinces, which have no higher than hu-

lQW the autﬁdl‘_i\;yl of God, and zul when it is aggini? it .
1 am fure by the Church-Hiftory of all ages fince Chrift, the
great divider of the Chriftian World hath been the Pride of a

1, Striving who fhould be greateft.
2. Striving .about ambiguons words,

Churches ; to be ignorant of this, is impoffible-to me when once

’

‘Nad been, are. . - - = b o B0
And how unexcufable thefe three evils are, and how contrary
to Chrifty thefe Textsdo tell me: 1. Luk 22.24,25,26. 16

to fufpect as the caufes of our diltra&ions 3 for the things that

165 23, 24,25 1 Tim. 1. 4,5, 6. 1k 2 Cor. 11. 3 At 15,28,
Revel, 2. 24,25, Mat.15. 8,9. Rom. 14, € 15, throughout. i
To tell you, thatI am not only as you fay, on the deffruitive
part, | have thus told you briefly what_ I affert as the way to .
peace. And now 1 fhall deiractively tell you why 1 differ from
yonr Principles as truly deftructive of truth, unity and peace, .

N

" Some of the Principles which I have heard from your mouth,
which I diffent from, are thefe : h «d

.1, That the Church muft have fome Ecclefiaftical C/dz;m_ouré
iﬁa} are abfolute; from whom 0o manmay appeal to an invifible
BOWEr v o p 0 v oo w0000 1o eitiag paval i

""1I. That Diocefan Churches are the fieft in order of Divire -
Inftitution, - : - + itk 'h(
“"TiI, That Diocelan-Bifhops bv confent mav make other Churct

forms,as National, Patriarchal, ée. And that fuch Chusghes 31€¢

not made by Princes, but hy the conlint of Prelates, . ~ =
“_1V. That thefe Church-forms of mans making, ftand in 2 GO

£ - verning
s




