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$• And then i f the King (hould licenfe, or command u$ to 

Preach, Pray, and Communicate, and the Biihop forbid i t , i t 
Were fin. But that I will not believe, unlets-the Canfe, more 
than the ^Authority, make the difference. 

To cooclude, I hold, that jnfl nfe of the Keys is very necek 
fary, and that i t is the great fin of England to rejtft i t ; Bat 
that a fulfe ufurped ufc of excomunication hath been the incen­
diary of the Chriftian world, which hath broken it to pieces, 
caufed horrid Schifms, Rebellions, Treafons, Murders, and bloody 
Wars. 

1. The juft ufe is, i . When a fcandalous or great Tinner is with 
convincing evidence told of his error, and with ferioufnefs, yet 
With love and companion, intreated to repent, and either pre­
vailed with, and fo abfolved, or after due patience, Authorita­
tively pronounced uncapable of Church-Communion, and bound 
over to anfwer i t at the Bar of Chr i f t , in terror i f he repent 
not, and this by thePaftorof that particular Church, which ei-
ther itatedly, or pro tempore, he belongeth to. 

2. And when this is duly notified to fuch. Neighbour-Pallors 
as he may feek Communion with, and they agree not to receive-
any juftly caft out by others, but to receive and relieve the in­
jured and falfly condemned. 

j . And when the King and his Juices, permit nottheejefted 
violently to intrude, iand take the Sacrament, cr joyn with th6 
Church by force, but prtferveth forcibly the Peace and Privi-
ledges of t e Churches, 

I I . The excommunication that hath turned the Church into 
Faaions, and undone almcft Eaft and Weji% is, I . When a B i -
ftiop, becaule of his humane Superiory, asPatriark, Primate, or 
Pope, claimeth the power of excommunicating other Bijliops, as 
his Subjects, whole Sentence muft ftand becaufe of his Regent 
power. 

2. Or at leaft, gathering a Council where he (hall prefide, 
and that Council (hall take themfelves to have a Governing pow* 
cr of the Keys over the particular Biftiop , not only to re­
nounce Communion with them themfelves, but to oblige all o« 
thers to ftand to their judicial Sentence. 3. When BUhops (hall 
meddle caulekfly in other Bifhops Churches, and make themfeves 
Judges either of diftant, unknown perfons, and cafes, or of fuch 
as they have nothing to do to try. Yea, judg men of other 

Goun-
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Countries, or fodittant, as the',Witness and Caufes cannot 
without oppreffiion be brought to their Bar. ^ 

4- When they difgrace Gods univerfal Laws of Communion, 
as inf i f f ic i rnt , and make a multitude of unnecelTary, enfnaring, 
dividing Laws of their own , according to which they muft be 
mens Judges. 7 

5. When thefe Laws are not made only for their own flocks 
and lelves, but for all the Chriftian world, or for abient, ordif* 
knting perfons. . 

0. When1 men excommunicate others for hard words, not un-
derltood, that deferve i t not as to real matter 
ru °u d ° u i t £ ° k e e P u P a n u n l a w f u i u f u r p e d power over thofe 
Churches that never confented to take them for their Paftors, 
and to rule where they have no true Authority but fuch as ftand-
etn on a forcing ftrength. 

8. When Lay-Chancellors ufe the Keys of the Church. 
9- When men excommunicate others wickedly, for doing their 

duty to God and man, or unjuftly without fufficient Caufe. 
10. W'hen unjuft excoromunicators force Minifters againft their 

Confcieoces to publ.fh their condemnations againft thofe that 
they know to be not worthy of that Sentence, i f not the beft 
of their flocks. 

11. And when they damn all as Hereticks, Schifmaticks, &c._ 
that communicate with any that they thus unjuftiy damn, 

12. When they diihonour King?, and higher Pwers, by dif-
gracing excommunications', much more when they depofethem. 

13. When they tel) Princes,, that i t is their duty to banifh? 
imprifon or deftroy men, becaufc excommunicate, and not re­
conciled \ and make Kings their Executioners. And Co of old, 
when a Bifhopwas excommunicate, he muft prefently be baniuV 
ed % And they jay, the Scots horning is of t ie lame nature. U 
ail had been either banifrud, or impr;foned,_that were excom­
municato, a rd unreconciled iri the purfuit of thcGrneral Coun­
cils of old, how great a diminution would it have made of the 
free Subjects of the Empire f And if Princes muH: ftrike with 
the Sword, all that ftand excommunicate, without trying, and 
judging the peribns themfelves, it is nt> wonder if llich Prelates, 
as can 6rft 10 debsfe them to be their Li&ors, can next depofe 
them. Heislike to be a great Perfecuter, that will imprifbn or ba-
m/h all that a proud contentious Clergy will excommunicate. 

As 
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As corrupt™ optimi eft pejfima, I doubt not but a wife, humble* 

holy, fpiritual, loving, heavenly, zealous, patient, exemplary 
for t of Paftors is the means of continuing Chrifts Kingdom in the 
Wor ld , and fuch are the ViUrs and Bafis of Truth in the Houie of 
God fas i t is faid of Timothy, not of the Church as is commonly 
raiftaken ). So an ignorant, worldly, carnal, proud, ufurpmg, 
domineering, hypocritical fort of Paftors, have been the great 
plagues, and caufes of Schifro, confufnn, and common calarmty: 
And that when Satan can be the chuler of Paftors f o r « s 
Church, he will (and too oft hathj ever chuie (uch as ftali molt 
fijccesfully ferve him in Chrifts Name.. 

And 1 doubt, not, but fuch holy D a p h n e , "AaUkecpcIaa 
the Church of t h r i f t , and keep off the reproach of w ckednefe 
and undeannefe from the Chriffian Religion, and M t d « T 
to the flock the difference b e t w e e n ^ . p r e c i s - d t h e j f l e , 

thoulands converuu "«iu j , . 
that are now forbidden to PreachJ. Al l trtat ever i WKW 
tnat are now » fo DifTenters from theOpi . 
communicate, were or two » . 
nions of the Bifhops, or c o n f c . e n t i o u y e f o f o " L w r n l B U f . 
mands: And thele all rejoice u> their fuffenngs,• » W * * $ J * ^ 
M are yc, when they caft mt yo»r Barnes, &C. JaytU » J T « 
ft*; &c. or they take their cenfure for w . c k e d P « * c m on. 
ThePapifts laugh at their Excommunicato^, andfey. What an 
odd conditioned Church have you , that wi l l caft us out that 
never came in, and becaufe we will not come in t *. Ungoa-
TOKiEJ : And thefe hate ^ f ^ ^ ^ 
difgracing them, and are driven i irtheroff from godlmefs thaa 
before: But they will fay, they refer* at any time, rather than 
PO to the Gaol. 1 never fan one perfon brought to public* 
confeffionintheAffembly, by the Bifhops DifcipUne b u t l ^ 
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1 was young, of one, or two, that for Adultery flood in a White 
Sheet in the Church, laughing at the fport, or hating the in* , 
pofers When there were no Bifhops among us , about 1650. 
many Epifeopal, Presbyterians, &c. agreed, where i lived, to 
exercife fo much Difcipline, as we were all agreed belonged to 
Presbyters. Hereupon 1 found good fuccefs, in bringing fome 
to repentance by admonition, but never of any one that flood 
i t out to an excommunication ( f o far as we went, which was 
only to admoni{h,and pray for their repentance publickly, and after 
to declare them unmeet for Ghriftian Communion, and to re­
quire the people to avoid them accordingly, t i l l they repent,). 
After this they hated us more than before (aj?d one of them 
laid hands on me in the Church-Yard, to have killed me). And 
1 am fure that they reverenced thofe Minifters more than now 
Lay-Chancellors ( i f not Bifhops) are by futh reverenced: So 
that experience convinced me, that the penalty of excommunica­
tion is much more beneficial to others, than to the excommuni-

And how many thoufands in your Parifh do now voluntarily 
excommunicate themfelves from the Sacrament, and Church-Ai-
femblies, and find no Remorfe, or Reformation by it ? Ami 11 
all of both forts (confcientious Diffenters, and prophane defpi-
fers, and tinners j were excommunicated now by the Church o 
EmUnd, without any corporal penalty adjoyned, what do you 
f h f n k l t would do upon them ? Would they not laugh at you, 
or pity you 1 Do not the Bifliops believe «h i s and therefor 
will not truft to their excommunications at all without the 

C a n n o t magnifie the Difcipline of fuch men as c o ^ t J T e V 
fclves the Power of the Keys to be but a Leadsn. Sword , * 
vain thine without the annexed enforcement o f corporal penal­
t i e s - I f i t be bxxtcMxvard obedieme to their commands, which they 

d r i r X ' o f n t S e n c t ' a fooneft obey them, as forced 

a 8 f A n d w h T ^ V abufe the name of the Keys, as i f i j 
were the cau?Jof that which i t is no cauft of, but is done only 
by the Magiftrates Sword? I t . i . t b e W m D, ~ « M & 
doth i t , and not the Keys.. And they; that W « W > 
j f w have right to the great benefit of Chwch Communion 



t u s a . . 
yea, all that had rather come to Church than he in Gac^ iha" 
ne?er have my stent. 

I f really your meaning be to fet up the power of the Keys 
by themfelves, to do their proper work , and not expect that 
Magistrates muft joyn their forcing power, to punifh a man 
rneerly becaufe he beareth the Bifhops punifhment patiently, 
without changing his mind Let it prevail as far as i t can pre­
vail* who will fear i t (Tavc for the Schifm that it may caule)?. 
But if it be your meaning all this while, that under the name 
of denying the Sacrament, i t is Confiscation or the Gaol that 
muft do the work, I ftiouid wifl i for more of the Spirit oi unn-
ftianity, and lefs inclination to the Inquifmon-iyay. ^ l e a m -
on never yet efcaped its due odium, or penalty, by d-te^nmg 
its proper name. I am more of St. M*rm\ mind th*n of Itbt-

(%S: One word more , add, That Mike not Y - - ^ ^ 
a ; j r t h a T a r e fffi a S o w l d ^ C h t t h f °\ know t J t h e P ^ 
^ f o S k i iScho f the holinefs of a Pope, when perhaps a 

S ^ o S S ^ i t h , he " o f t h a t 
&c. and fo call their Church %eUuvdy^ I deny not tna 
Relative holinefs, which is founded in meer p r o f ^ u e X r t oi 
lieve, that Chrift came to gather a people to another lort 01 
Godlinefs, and by his Spirit to fiU them with 
venly Life, Light, and Love ( to God and man ) ^ 1 

thatYall that have this (though excommunicate; (hallI be: glon 
fied : And that without this, all the obedience to B Chop hat 
they give, will ne.ver keep them out of HeU. And I take it to 
be no great priviledg to march in an orderly Army to dam­
nation, or to be at peace in Satans power. Hell will be Hell 
which W3V ever we come to i t . I confefs, were thele Bilnops 
in the right, that Santo Clara citeth, that f a y , * * * ignorant 
people mitbt merit by hating God, at an atb of obedience, if their 
Vaftor should tell them it is their duty, then this external obe, 
dience to them were more confiderable: But I had rather go m 
the Company that goeth to Heaven (as all do that a r j true Lo­
vers of God /and man) than in that which goeth to Hell (as do 
the moft Regular of the ungodly). And yet I accounttrue obedi­
ence, and regularity, a great duty of the godly, and a great help 
to godlinefs. . 

2 And 



And therefore! value the Means for the End, Concord for?*. 
«ty and fdvatton. And I cannot think, that there is not now 
in London, a very laudable degree of Concord among all thofc 
triat, though in different AfTemblies, and with difference of o 
pinions about fmaU matters, do hold one Body, one Spirit, one 

° /c ? n e F

f

a i t h > o n e B * P ^ oneCeleflial hope, and one God 
anotatherof all, and live in Love, and Peace and Patience towards 
each other : This is far greater Concord than the thousands of peo­
ple, that deierving excommunication for their wicked lives, do 
h o d in the bofom of the Church, which receiveth them as chil­
dren thereof. And O ! were it not for that uncharitable im­
patience, which an i l l felfilh Spirit doth contain, why ffiould i t 
teem to us a matter of fuch odium, envy, or out-cry, for men 
to hear the fame Gofpel from another man, which for fome dif­
fering opinion they wil l not hear from us? Or for men to com­
municate, c. g. ftanding, or fitting in a Congregation of that 
mind, that ( weakly >fcrup!e to kneel at i t with others f the 
old Canons countenancing their gefture of ftanding, rrore than 
kneeling J What harm will i t do me, if (under the ftri&eft 
Laws of Peace J men worfhipped God by themfelves, that fcru-
pie fome word, or atlion in our worffnp ? Eg.zNefiorian that 
mould think, that i t is improper to fay, that the Virgin Mary 
was SeoleKHi and that the denomination mould be a rat tone for-
mali, rather than a wateriali: Would Liberty in iuch matters, 
with Love and Pesce, do more hurt to the Churches than Schif-
matical excommunications have done ?' 

And indeed it is hard to make prople able to reconcile a Con­
junct earnefthefs, in driving the lame men into the Church, and 
caftwg them out; yea, of excommunicating them, ipfo fatlo^ by 
divert Canons (fine fententia), and accufmg them for not com­
municating. I f i t be for not repenting, I . Can you bring alfthe 
finners about us to repentance, by excommunications ? Why then 
are the openly wicked fo numerous ? h Do you think men can 
change their judgment, meerly becaufe they are commanded, or 
excommunicated ? I f a man ftudy, and pray, and endeavour to 
theutmoft, to know the truth, and you lay, that yet he erreth, 
will a cenfure cure his underftanding ? £> g> a 2{jfiorian, a Mono* 
thelite^ an Anabaftifl% &c, much lefs when a man knoweth that he 
is in the right, and- the cenfurer fighteth againd truth and duty. 
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Men m fome difeafes wi l l rage at the fight of certain things, 

which would not much trouble them, i f the dileafe were cured. 
Macedonia*, and Neftorim, that were judged Hereticks themfelver, 
could not bear the Biftiops, and meetings of the Novatians, But 
Attictu could, and they lived together in Chriftia-n Love. 1 know 
thofe places now in Sngland, where a Conformable and Noncon-
formable Minifter, live in fo great love, and the latter go ftiN to 
the Parifh-Churches, and the former fometimes come-to them, as 
that no confiderable trouble arifeth by their difference: And^i 
know other places, where the publick Minifters cannot bear-any 
that hear not themfelves, yea, or that conftantly hearing tnem, 
hear any other that diflenteth. But they feek- to wie Di f f 
Fowlers would bring Birds to the Net, by ttiowting, and throwug 
ftones at them and Anglers would catch Fifl i , by beating the W a , 

t e V I . I wil l tell you alfo, that I muchi difltnt g £ 
When I told you, that the Tyranny of Prelates *Z 
than the difoldience and d/fcordof ^People towards them, you 

have done? I f i t be true, t h a t y ^ C ^ r , andbsArme kilieQ 
11920CO per (ons, befides thofe that he liewao the ^ W a ' S . 1 « 
Darius loft at once 200 oco, and abundance of inftanccs in 
lower degrees may be given i fure poor Thieves and Murderers 
conic far fiort of this account. And fo it is in the prefent cafe, Gre­
gory Nazi*, was a wife, and good man, who faith, the people 
we^e famous, and too unruly, but (at Con ft.) werehoneft, and 
meant well. But how ladly ~doth he defcribe the Biftops, as rage-
ing even in their Councils, and as the far greater caufes of all cala­
mity 1 Judg by the Twenty inftancesthat t before gave you, aboijt 
their excommunication : How few Herefies, or Schifms, were there 
of old, that the Biftlops were not the notorious caufes of? The'.Sa-

•nofatinians, .tAfullinariansy Macedonians, Neftorians, Acephatty 
the Monothelites, yea, the Donatifts, Novatians, the Fhantajia-
ftieks, and almoft all : The ^Arrians began by a Presbyter j b u j 
i f Petavim cites them truly ( as he d o t h ) too many Bilhops 
led him the way , and mOft of the Bifhops followed, and were 
the men that kept up , and increafed the Herefie, far beyond 
the people, or the Presbyters. Eutychus, a Monk, began his 
Caufe, but he was quiikly contemned.fey hi? followers, and clii 

l i t t k 
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little in comparifon of Diofcorm,Severtis,andm&ny hundred more 
Bifhops. 

And is it the People, or the 'Bifhops, that now keep Eaft and 
Weft in mutual damnations ? Have the Peoples divifions done 
more harm than the Papal Schifm, and Ufurpations, and 
Cruelties, killing about 20C0000. as is faid of zsllbigenjes and 
Waldenfes, the Inquifitions, bloody Wars againft the Germane 
Emperors, and many Englijh Kings, the Rebellion againft the 
Greeks Emperor , Leolfamm, and deftruaion of the Eaftern 
Empire, our Smithfield Bone-fires, and innumerable other Cru­
elties , Def la t ions , Herefies and Schifms ? Are all thefe Iefs 
than the abufe of Liberty by Inferiors, in Praying, Preach­
ing, or Diforders ? judg Bale faith, That he had a friend that 
ftored a very great Vend of Three or Four uteres, with a great 
number of Fijh, and at Seven years end only put in Two very 
fmall Tikes, and at the draught of his Pond, there was not one 
Fijh left, but the Two Pikes grown to an excejfive bignefs, and 
all the reft with their millions of fry devoured by the pair of Ty* 
rants. Hale of the Orig. of Man, Sett. 2. cap. p. pag. 2c8. 
The Block had been a better Ruler. The Lord forgive i he Pref-
byterians their over-keennefs againft Sects, before the Pikes have 
made an end of them. Pardon truth to 

Tour Servant, 

Ri. Baxter. 

Fcr the Learned Mr. Henry D o w e l l ( t fper a per-final Ccn-
fentice with him). 

COncoi d and Peace are fo very deflrable to the ends of Chn-
ftianity, that I am glad to hear you fpcak for them in the 

general, though 1 take your way to be certainly deftruaive 01 
them-, and becaufe you think the like of mine, and fo while we 
are agreed for the end , we greatly differ about the means, 1 
(hall here --perform what I laft offered you, w*. 1. An explica­

tion 
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v' c r ^ the wav of Church-concord (becaufe you 
tion of my ownfenfe or the way 01MUU fundamental 
faid I am ftill upon the deftruftive part; * g 1. MT f u f c 

Principle, J ^ ^ ^ g ^ ^ t o attain that 
hcient , ar.d only 1>M / {-»JW f w U I . A. 
end. ft The realonsol 
Propofal for our turther debating 01 

J>««f rharitv or impartiality, i t Will be 
I . I hope i f you are a man of charity v b e n t e d 

no hard matter to you to believe tha t I am w g ^ , f f b e ^ 
with healing truth (that 1 lay not a ^ n g £ ^ . f fcar_ 
happy in the fuccefi ot m y j P g « i n ^ f o w i t h you. 
ehing diligence. And your par aflure , ^ ^ ^ m o r e . 
But i t is the tribal eff a of one rc & (hould prove my un-
and it is fo either with me or you. Ana n g informations, 
happinefc, I fhall thankfully accept y o w : « ^ S t h e f c i . As 

The' Principles which n e U n i V e r f a l King and 
God as Creator, fo C h r r i V a S ^ " h

m which is his body, £fi*/-«-
Head over all things to the Church, wn 
2 2, 

2. ^ t o b e n , e a n s o f t h i s U n i ' 
V 6 f w T u n S l U w s are in / * W 1 0 t h r i t 

& £ < £ ! ^ 5 ^ Legtflation, or Jurif-

Much lefs any that hath a ^ ^ ^ ^ o P d t 
Univerfal Laws by abrogation, ^ roga t ion , ^ ^ M e „ e w 

penfation. Nor will Cod hirrrielf alter them ana IUD ^ 
.ones. As Tntnllian faith, M g ? 

to be believed. < . ,~„„«.*n<mr are partly o fna-
6. Thele Laws of our Umverfal .Govewour ar P 

tural Revelation, » d Partly of Supernatural, « ^ y ^ 

C R £ 9 E ^ t d ^ m l i r a U truth, which , delivered 



rary, even the mutable cuftoms of that time and place were aifo 
narrow and temporary h t h e wadiing of feet, anointing, 
Vailing women, the kifs of peace, &c ) which maketh nothing 
for the mutability of the Univerfal Laws. 

n « i « \ J ^ ^ f * 8 fince t h e A P o f t l « > are by efS:e or power ap-
pointedi to make: any; Univerfat Laws for the Church, nor any 
or the lame kind and reafon with Gods own Laws, whofe rea-
•lon or caufe was exiftent in the Apoftles times, but only to ex­
plain the word of God and apply i t to particular perfons and 
cafes, as Mmifters under Chrif t in his Teaching, PrieftJy and 
Governing office-, nor have the Apoftles any other kind of Sue-

9. Chrift made not 4eter or any one of his Apoftles Gover­
n o r of the reft : But when they ftrove who mould he the 
chief, rebuked that expectation, and determined, That among 
them Preeminence fhould confift in exceUing in humility and 
iervice. ° 1 

10. When the Corinthians were fick of the like difeafe, Tattl 
rebuked them for faying, / am of Cephas, and determined that 
Apoftres are but particular members of the body, of which 
Chrift only is the Head -7 and not the Lords, but rvlinifters and 
helpers of their faith. 

u , No Paftors(as f u c h ) have forcing power, either to touch 
mens bodies, or eftates, or inflict by the fword corporal penal­
ties, or mulcts. But only by the word (by which the power of 
the Keys is exercifed) to inrtruct men,and urge Gods precepts, 
promifes and threats upon their Confciences. 

12, The Apoftles were Bifliops eminenter, in that they called, 
gathered, and while they flayed with them, governed Churches. 
But not formaliter as taking any one particular Church for their 
proper charge: But fetied luch fixed Bifhops over them. And 
though they diftributed their labours about the world prudent­
l y , and as the Spirit of Chrift guided them} yet we find not any 
probability that ever they divided the world into twelve or 
thirteen Provinces, or ever fetled twelve or thirteen chief Me-
tropolitical feats in the world , which their proper SucceiTors 
as fuch fhould govern in preeminence. Nor doth any Hiftory 
jntimate fuch a thing •, nor yet that any Apoftle took any City 
for his proper Dioeefs,* where another Apoftle might not come 
and exercife equal Power. 

13. I t 
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I3« I t feemeth that Chrifts fending out his feventy Difciples 

by two and t w o , and the Aptoftles Haying together much at 
Jerufalem, and Paul and Barnabas's going forth together , and 
af ter i W & 5</^,and Barnabas and Mar^, & Peter and Paul (fup-
pofedj to be together at Rome, &c. that the Spirit of God did pur-
pofely prevent the intentions of any Afterward of being theMetropo* 
Iicical"Succeflbrs of fmgle ApoftlCs or Difcipks of Chrifts imme­
diate fending, in this or that City as their proper (eat. 

14. As Grotim thinks that the Churches were inftkuted after 
the likenefs of the Synagogues, of which one City had many 5 
fo Dr. Hammond endeavours to evince, not only that Peter and 
Paul were Biftiops of two diftinft Churches of Rome, one of the 
Jews, and the other of the Gentile Chriftians 5. but alfo that i t 
was fo in other Cities. Dijfertat. 

15. The Patriarchs were not 12 or 15, but three firft, and 
« five afterward ^ and none of them pretended to any power-as efpe-

cial Succeflbrs of any orTe Apoftie, but Antioch and Rone of Peter', 
fand that was not their firft claim or title, but an honorary rea-
fon why men afterward advanced them.) ^Alexandria claimed 
Succefllon but from St. Mar\^, and Jerufalem from James (no 
Apoftie, i f Dr. Hammond and others be not much miftaken) and 
{/onftaminofie from none. 

16. The 28 Canon of Calcedon tels u? enough of the founda­
tion, title and reafon of Patriarchal power, and all Chureh-HU 
ftory that the Metropolitical Powers were granted by Empe-
rours, either immediately, or empowering Councils thereto. 

17. Thele Einperours having no power out of the Empire, 
neither by tticmfelves, nor by Councils, gave not any power 
that extended further than the Empire, or that could by that 
title continue to any City which fell under the Government of 

N another Prince, 
j 18 A t« e never was a Council truly Univerfal, fo the name 
Vniverfal or dec vertical was not of old given them, in refp?cl: 
to me wkcje, Chrijhan world, but to the whole Empire } as the 
power [hat called them, and the names of the Bifhops fubferibedj 
&c fully prove, 

ip.. Beforei CIiHftian Prmces did empower them, Councils 
Wfre b / for Cautifel* concord and correspondency, and particular ' 
Paftors Mere bf>un^ by their Decrees only: r. For the evidence 
of truth which they made known : 2. And by the General Law 

R of 



tfGod, to maintain unity and peace, and help each other. Bu? 
afterward, by vertug of the Princes Law, or Will*'they exer-
cifed a direct Government over the particular Bifliops, and thofe 
were oft banifhed that did not fubmit to them. 

20. While Gouncils met but. for Counfel and Concord; and aU 
fo when afterwards they were but Trovincial, or National un­
der Kings , where none of the Patriarchal Spirit and Interefr 
did corrupt them, they made excellent Orders, and wereagreat 
blefling to the Churches : Of the firft fort , e. g, were divers 
African, and of the latter divers Spanijh, and French, when 
neither Emperor, nor Pope, did over-rule them, but t h e c ? ^ 
ijlj, >nd French.,Kings moderately govern them. 'But though I 
deny not any good which the Councils, called General, did, 
efpeci&lly the firft JSTicene; yet I muft profefs, that the Hiftory 
of the Patriarchal Sears, and the Hiftory of the General Coun­
cils, and the Church-Wars then, and after them managed by 
Four of the Patrinchs efpecially., and.their Bifhops, the con-
fufion caufed in moft of the Churches , the Anathematizing ot 
one another, the blood that hath been ihed' in the open ftreets, 
of Monks- and common people; yea, the fighting, and fury of 
Bifhops at the Councils, to the death of fome of them, their 
tiring out the endeavours of fuch Emperors, and their Officers, 
that would have kept Peace and Concord among them, do aH 
put me out of hope, that the Peace and Concord of the Chn-
ftian world, mould ever befetled by Popes, Patriarchs, or Rich 
kind of Councils, which all have fo long filled the Chnftian world 
with moft cahmitous divifions, contentions, and blood-fted, and 
made the fnares, which continue its divifions and diftraaioasto 

this day. 

1L I conceive, that the means of Church-concord, appointed 
by God, is as follow?. But Lpremiie, . . 

L i t muft be pre^fuppofed, f h * .no W * f J ^ ^ m £ * 
had on earth * yea; that there wil l unavoidably^be very maoj 
differences, which muft be born. So great is the diverfity 01 
mens natural Opacity and Temper, their Education, Compa 
ny, Teachers, .Helps, Interefts, Callings, Temptations, < £ . 
4n it is .no* probable that any Tvw> men in all the world, ar 
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in every particular of the fame mind : And every man that grow-
eth in knowledg, will more and more differ from hirafelf, and not 
be of the fame mind as he was when he knew lefs. 

2. Yet muft our increafe in knowledg, and Concord, be our 
continual endeavour and it is the ufe of teaching to bring 
thefe differences, caufed by ignorance, to as fmali a number as 
we can. 
• 3- There is fcarce a more "effe&ua! means of Divifion, and 

Confufion, and Church-ruin, to be devifed, than to fuppofe a 
more extenfive Concord to be poflihle, and neceiTary, than i n - ' 
deed is-, and fo to fet up an impoflible End, and Means, and 
to deny, Concord and Peace to all that cannot have it on thofe 
terms, I f all fhould be denied to be the Kings Subjects, who 
dare not profeis AfTent, Oonfent, and approbation of every law, 
and part7 or word of the laws, or that agree not of the mean­
ing of every law, or that differ in any masters of Religion, 
what a Schifm, Confufion, and Ruine would i t unavoidably make 
in the Kingdom? and how fewSubjefts would i t leave the King ? 
Even as if none but men of the fame ftature, vifage, or wi t , Ihould 
be Subje&s. 

4- The neceiTary Union and Concord of Chriftians, is a mat­
ter of fo great importance, that i t cannot be fuppofed, that 
Chrift is the fole tlniverfal Lawgiver, and yet hath not ordain­
ed, or determined what (hall be the terms of neceftary Chri-
ftian Unity and Concord : And indeed he hath determined 
i t . Viz.. 

J. He hath ordained Baptifm himfelf, to be our Chrift-
m n g 7 or our vifible Inveftiture in the Church Univerfal ; that is, 
our Relation to Chrift , as the Head of his Univerfal Kingdom, 
or Body. And every rightfully baptized perlbn (till by viola­
ting that Covenant he forfeit his benefits J , is to be taken by 
us as a Member of Chrift , a Child of God , and an Heir of 
Heavenand we are bound to love him as a brother, and ufe 
hJm accordingly, in all due Offices of Love. And becaufe the 
Church, into which Baptifm entereth us, confiftsof Chriftian Pa­
yors and People , Apoftles and Prophets, having been as Foun­
dations, infallibly delivering us, now recorded in Scripture the 
Word of L i fe ; and ordinary Paftors being appointed to teach, 
«"d guide the people in holy Doftrine, Worjhip, and Converfati-
o n \ therefore i t is implied , that the baptized perfon at Age, 
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ORderftandetb this, and eonfenreth thereunto *, that is , to re­
ceive, as. infallible, the recorded lkred '©bfteitw of the in. a l i ­
ble perfons, ApoftLs and Prophets, and the ordinary im try 
of iuch ordinary Paftors and Teachers, as he {ful l chic rn to be 
let over him by the Wo^d snd Spirit of Cnrrft Wh^her this 
eonfent to the Paftoral-Office, be ncccfTary to . the Being of a 
Chriftian, or only to the Well-being, is a controvert with which 
I need" not flop, or length n this account. But Baptifm, as fuch, 
doth not enter us into any particular Church. 

I I . 1. Chrilt (by himlelf, and his pirn in the Apoftles.) hath . 
ordained, that Chriftians /hall be affociated into particular Chur­
ches, confirming of the aforesaid Ordinary Paftors and their 
Flocks, for Terfonal Communion in holy Doctrine , Worfhip? 
and Conversion*, in all which thefe Paftors are their Guides, 
according to the Laws, or Word of Chrift, already delivered 
by the in allihle Miniftry of the Apoftles and Prophets-, againft, 
or beyond which, Chrift hath given them no power. Their Of­
fice is of his own making, and defcribing*, and their power to 
determine undetermined ufeful circumftances in, Gods Worfllip, 
and Churdvciicipline, is but a power to obey Chrifts general 
comma* ds (to do all things in Love, Peace, Order, Decency, 
and to Edification), which they may not violate. 

2. Every Chriftian that hath opportunity, fhould be a Mem­
ber of fome fuch particular Church-, Statedly, if i t may be; 
i f not, yet tranftently: But fome may want fuch opportunity 
(as fmgle perfon^ converted, or caft among InfidelsTravellers, 
Embaffadors, Factor?, and other Merchants, (among Infidels) or 
where Chrifrianity is fo corrupted by the Paftor?, as that they 
will not allow men Communion without finful Oaths, Covenants, 
Profeffions, Words, or Practices 

3 . No one at Aqe can be a Member of the Universal, or or 
any particular Church (and fo the Sub)-a of that Paftor) again« 
bit will, or without bis own eonfent (however Antecedent Obli­
gations may bind men to confentj. ' 

4. Every fuch Church fhoufd have its proper Bifhop \ and in 
J ^ / W s t i m e , its Unity was defcribed by One Altar, andOne$i* 
fhop, with his fellow Presbyters, and Deacons. , 

5. Snch Bilhops, or Paftors were to be ordained by Senior 
Bifhops-, or P.ftors, and received by the E'eftion, or Content 
ok the whole Church; and for many hundred years no Cnur-
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ebes received their Bifhops on any other terms. The Ordainers, 
and the People or church receiving him, having each a nccefl^ry 
content, as a double Key for the feeurity of the Church * to 
which afterwards the Chnftian Magistrates ednfent was added 
according to Gods word, io far as protecting and countenancing 
of the Bifllop did require. The fenior Bifhops mult confent to 
his. Ordination, the people muft confent to him as formally related 
to themfelves as their Paftor and the Magiftrate as to one to be 
protetud by him. 
. 6 As without mutual confent the relation of Paftor and flock 
is not founded ; fo Gods Providence muft direct every man to know 
what particular Church he fhould be of, and whom by confent 
to take for the guide of his foul. In England' men may freely 
chufe what Church and Paftor they will ftand related to every 
man having liberty to dwell in what Parifh or Diocefs he pleafe, 
without asking leave of the Bifhop to remove. 

7. The individuating or diftinguifliing of particular Churches 
by peculiar Circuits, or proper Ipaces of ground, is no further 
of Gods inftitution, than it is the performance of the general 
commands of doing all in order to edification, &c. And as in 
profperous times under godly peaceable Princes, i t is greatly con­
venient and desirable} lp in feverai. cafes oPDivifion, Church-
corruption by Herefie, or Tyranny, Perfection, &c. it is incon. 
venient, and i t becomes a neceflary duty to gather Churches in 
the fame fpace of ground where only fome other Paftor had a 
Church before. The cafes in which this is lawful, and the cafes 
in which Separation is unlawful, having written largely in ano­
ther paper, I fliall offer i t to you when you defire i t . 

£ i s i ? ' o f a b f o l u t e neceflity that all the members of a 
particular Church, do always or ufuaiTy meet in one place , 
(tnough it be very convenient and defirable where it may be 
"one; - for Perfection may prohibit i f , or want o f a large ca­
pacious place, or the great diftance of fome of the Inhabitants, 

tne age or weaknefs of others ; and therefore in the ancient 
-^nurches, though at firft they ufuaUy were all aflembled i n one 
the y ? a f t e r w h e n t h e v e n c r e a f e d , the Canons required all 
m^utn V 0 w i t h t h e B[(h°P b u t a t c e r t a m chief Fe-
where t h , ^ h a v i " g Chappels or'Oratories in the Villages 
vvhere they met on other days. And with us many Parilh of 
S r « t extent have many Chappels of eafe, > 

9. B u r 
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9 But that the end of the AiTociation be not only for diftan1 

communion by Delegates or Letters, or meer relation to one conn 
mon Ruler as ail the Empire had to the Emperour, but for PER­
SONAL COMMVNION of Pallor and Flock, fo that they 
may at leaft per vices meet together, or live within the reach 
of each others peribnal notice, and converfe, and Communion 
in Doarine, Worfhip and Difcipline;, this is effential to a far* 
tucular Church, primi ordinis, of Divine Inftitution, of which I 
now treat. 

H I . i . As Chriftians mult gather into particu'ar Churches* 
under their proper Bifhops \ fo thefe Churches muft hold a cer­
tain Communion among themfelves, fo much as is neceffary to 
their mutual Edification and Prefervation, of which Synods, and 
Communicatory Letters and Meffengers, are the means. 

2. An affociation of feveral Churches for Qommunion of Chur­
ches, doth tota fpecie differ from an affociation of individual 
Chriftians into one Church prim* fpeciei. And it differeth in the 
matter, end, and kind of Communion. 

I f thefe fcveral Churches agree in the fame Baptifmal Cove­
nant, in the fame ancient Creed or Articles of faith, and in the 
lame love and holy defires fummed up by Chrift in the Lords-
prayer, and in taking the commands of Chrift for the Rule of 
their converfation, and receiving Gods Revelations recorded in the 
holy Scriptures fo far as they underftand them, renouncing all 
contraries to any of this fo loon as they perceive them fo to be, 
this ihould fuffice to their loving and comfortable communion, 
without any defires of Domination or Government over one ano­
ther. And though 1 will not do any thing unpeaceably againft 
Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Archbifhops or Diocefans, if they go­
vern according to the Laws of God \ yet I know no Divine right 
that any of them have to be the Rulers of the particular Bifhops 
and Churches. Though a humane prefidency for order we deny 
rot , nor that junior Bifliops do owe fome refpea and fubmifhon 
10 the Seniors. . 

4. Though the General Laws of Chrift ((or concord, ediftcAtt-
cn,&c.) do enable Magiftrates by command, or P«ftors by con-
traa to chufe and make new Cfticers of their own (which God 
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never particularly inftitutedj for the determining and executing 
fuch circumflantials as God hath left to humane prudence, fas 
Prefidents, Moderators, churchwardens, Summoners, &c.) yet I 
deny, i . That any Officer of meer humane hi flit ut ion hath a fu-
Perior proper Ecclefiaftical Power of the Keys, to be a 'Bijhop of 
"Bijhops, and to govern the Governors of the particular Chur­
ches by Excommunications, Depofitidns, and Absolutions, feeing 
ex ratione rei, it belongeth to the fame Legiflator, who inftitu* 
ted the inferiour order, to have inftituted the Superiour, i f he 
would have had i t . 2: And I peremptorily deny that any fuch pr e-
tended Superiour (Patriarch, Primate, Metropolitan, Archbifhop, 

hath any power (Tave Diabolical) to deprive any particular 
Churches, Biftops% or Chriftians, of any of the Priviledges fetled 
on them by Chrifts Vniverfal Laws, or to difoblige them from 
any duties required by Chrift. 

I V . It belongeth to the Office of Princes and Magiftrates on­
ly to Rule all, both Clergy and Laity, by the fwordor force ; 
even to drive Miniftersi to do their certain duty, and to punifh 
them for fin. And they are to keep peace among the Churches; 
and (as bad as the Secular Powers have bees ) had they not kept 
Peace better than the Bifhops have done, I am pofRft with hor-
rour to think what a field of blood the Churches had been 
throughout the worid, fince the Exaltation of the Clergy. 

V . Chrift only is fas the Univerfai Legtftator,{b> the Univerfal 
final Judg, from1 whom there is no appeal. 

V I . Every Chriftian as a Ratiorfal Agent hdth a Judgment of 
difceming, by which he muft judg whether his Rulers commands 
be according to Chrifts commands or not. And i f they be, muft 
Obey Chrift in them. I f not, muft not obey them againft Chrift , 
but appeal to him. And if any do this erroneoufly, it°is his fin ', i f 
juftly, i t is his duty. 
r J -** 6 f l X P a r t i c D ^ a r s 1 to be the fufficient means which 
L^ntift hath appointed for the concord of the Church and that 
tne leven points of Concord raentionec! by the Apoftle fhould f a . 
t«he us herein, i . One body. 2. One Spirit. 3. One hope 
of our calling. 4 One Lord. 5. One Faith, d. One Baptifm. 
7- One God and Father of alf. And they that agree inthefe are 
bound to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace'- a« 
snowing that the Kingdom of God confifteth not in meats and 
brinks, but in Righteoufnefs, peace and joy in the Holy ' c f io fk 

An4 



C 128 3 
And he that in thefe ferveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and 
(fhould be) approved of men, Rom. 14, 17, 18. Ephef. 4. 6, 7, 
&c. Nor is i t lawful for any to hate, persecute, fiience, or Ex* 
communicate their Brethren that agree in thefe; or to divide, 
dif traft , or confound the Churches for the intereft of their fe-
veral Preeminences, or Provinces, which have no higher than hu­
mane authority, perhaps queftior.able, at leaft unqueftionably be­
low the authority of God, and null when it is againfl i t . 

1 am lure by the Church Hiftory of all ages fmcc Chrift, the 
great divider of the Chriftian World hath been the Pride of a 
worldly, (too ignorant) Clergy. 

1. Striving who (hould bsgreatefi. 
2 Striving about ambiguow words. 
3. Impofing unnecejfary things by their Authority upon the 

Churches , to be ignorant of this, is impoffible to me when once 
I have read the Hiftory of the Church which warneth me what 
to fufpect as the caufcs of our d i f f r a c t i o n s f o r the things that 
had been, are. 

And how unexcufable thefe three evils are, and how contrary 
to Chrift , thefe Texts do tell me : I . Lttk^ 22. 24, 25, 26 l gffo 
5 . 1 , 2 , 5 , 4 . 1 Cor 5, 6, 7, 22. 2 Cor. I. 24. U. 2 Ttm.2- I4> 
15,23,24,25. 1 T m . 1. 4, 5, 6. I I I . 2 Cor. U . $. ^#.15,28. 
Revel. 2 24,2 5, Mat. 1 5. 8, p. Rem. 14, & 1 5, throughout. 

To tell you, that I am not only as you fay, on the defiruBive 
part I have thus told you briefly what I affert as the way to 
peace. And now 1 fhall deihuElively tell you why I differ from 
your Principles as truly deflrutltve of truth, umty and peace. 

Some of the Principles which I have heard from your mouth, 
which I diffent from, are thefe : 

I , That the Church muft have fome Ecclefiaftical Governours 
that are abfolute, from whom no man.may appeal to an invifible 

% That Diocefan Churches are the firf t in order of Divine 
Inflitution. /-t,,,rrh-

I I I . Thar Diocefan-Bifnopsbv confentmav make other Ctiurcu 
formes National, Patr iarchal ,^- And that fuch Cnurches ar 
-nor made by Princes, but by the conf nr of Prelates. ; _ 

IV. Trut thefe Church-forms of mans making, ftand in a u -
vernmg 


