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; communicate their Brethren that agree in thefe ; or to divide,

- mane authority, perhaps queftionable, at leaft unqueftionably be-
-worldly. (too ignorant ) Clergy.

- 3. lmpofing unneceffary things by their Authority ‘jﬁpn.ihe\

- I have read the Hiftory of the Chureh 5 which warneth me what

§.152y 3,4, 1Cor 3, §,657,22, 2Cor.1. 24, M. 2.Tum.2. 14y
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And he that in thefe {erveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and
( fhould be) approved of men, Rom. 14. 17, 18. Ephef. 4. 6, 7
¢c. Nor is it lawful for any to hate, perfecute, filence, or Ex-

diftradt, Or.'Confc.)_und the Churches for the intereft of their fe~
veral Preeminencés, or Provinces, which have no higher than hu-

lQW the autﬁdl‘_i\;yl of God, and zul when it is aggini? it .
1 am fure by the Church-Hiftory of all ages fince Chrift, the
great divider of the Chriftian World hath been the Pride of a

1, Striving who fhould be greateft.
2. Striving .about ambiguons words,

Churches ; to be ignorant of this, is impoffible-to me when once

’

‘Nad been, are. . - - = b o B0
And how unexcufable thefe three evils are, and how contrary
to Chrifty thefe Textsdo tell me: 1. Luk 22.24,25,26. 16

to fufpect as the caufes of our diltra&ions 3 for the things that

165 23, 24,25 1 Tim. 1. 4,5, 6. 1k 2 Cor. 11. 3 At 15,28,
Revel, 2. 24,25, Mat.15. 8,9. Rom. 14, € 15, throughout. i
To tell you, thatI am not only as you fay, on the deffruitive
part, | have thus told you briefly what_ I affert as the way to .
peace. And now 1 fhall deiractively tell you why 1 differ from
yonr Principles as truly deftructive of truth, unity and peace, .

N

" Some of the Principles which I have heard from your mouth,
which I diffent from, are thefe : h «d

.1, That the Church muft have fome Ecclefiaftical C/dz;m_ouré
iﬁa} are abfolute; from whom 0o manmay appeal to an invifible
BOWEr v o p 0 v oo w0000 1o eitiag paval i

""1I. That Diocefan Churches are the fieft in order of Divire -
Inftitution, - : - + itk 'h(
“"TiI, That Diocelan-Bifhops bv confent mav make other Churct

forms,as National, Patriarchal, ée. And that fuch Chusghes 31€¢

not made by Princes, but hy the conlint of Prelates, . ~ =
“_1V. That thefe Church-forms of mans making, ftand in 2 GO

£ - verning
s
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" Verning Superiority over thofe of Gods making. .

V. That where by fuch confent of Diocefans fuch fuperior Ju-
rifdi@ions are once fetled, it is a fin for any to gather Affem-
blies within the lécal bounds of their Jurifdi&ion without their
confent.

VI. That you cannot fee how thofe that do {0, can be faved.

VII, That if I preach on the account of my Minifterial office,
and the peoples neceflity, to fuch as elfe would have no Preach-
ing, nor any publick worfhip of God, (¢.g- ina _Parx{h where
there are 40 0co more than can hear in the Parifh-Church) ,

though I muft conclude that according to the ordinary way of

Salvation fuch could not be brought to-Faith, Holinefs and Sal -
“vation, for want of teaching, it is yet my fin to preach to the’;’:
and my duty to let them rather be damned, if -1 have not the
Bithops confent to teach them 3 and tgat becaufe it is the Bifhop
‘and not I that fhall an{wer for their damnation.

“VII. That it is difputable with you whether thofe to whom
_Church power is given (wiz, Diocefans) may Bot -chang:1 (ngt
“only the local temporary circumftances, but) the very Church-

forms, and fufpend Laws of Chrift . o
~IX. That Baptifm entreth the Baptized into fqme particular
Church, and confequently under this fore-defcribed Church-
Government. e : :

X. That in the cafe of Preaching the Gofpel, Minifters may in

many cafes Co it, though Emperours and Kings forbid them, (e}s
in the days of Conflantins, Valens, yeaand better men); but not
if the Bifhop forbid them, or confent not.

X1, That circa Sacra, if the King command the Churches for -

“Uniformity, one Tranflation of the Bible, one Verfion or Meter
of the Pfalms, one Liturgy, one Time, or Place of Worfhip,
¢¢. and the Bifhop another, we ought to obey the Bifhop againft
‘the command of the King. :

XII. That the required Subfcriptions, Declarations, R\IbfleS
and Caacns, are primarily the Laws of the Church, which the
King aud Parliament do confirm by their Sanétion ; and there-
fore the Church is the Expounder of them.

_The&- are fome of your Aflertions, which I cannot yet re-
Ceive, : ;
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I. My Reafons agaioft the firkt are thefe: 1. Becatfe this ma-.
keth Gods of men, and fo is Idolatry, giving them Gods pro-
per Power and Prerogative.

2. Yea, it taketh down God (or his Laws), and ferteth them:.
above him: For there cannot be two cdbjolute Governors that
have not ome Will. 1f 1 muft not appeal from them to God, .
tl}cn I mq& appeal from God to them; that is, I muft break -
his Law, if they bid me, or clfe they are not Abfolute.

3+ This maketh all Gods Laws at the will of man, as altera--
‘bley or difpenfible : Man may forbid all that God commandeth,
and | muft obey. ,

A ﬁx\Then all Villanies may be made Virtues, or Duties, at the

will of man: If they command us to curfe God, ot Blafpheme,:
ot be perjured, or commit Fornication, Murder, of Idelatry, it
would become a Duty.

5. Then the Power, and Lives of Kirgs would be at the Cler=—
giesmercy; Forif their power be Ab/olute, they may make Trea-
fon and Rebellion a Daty. -

6. And all Family-Societies, and Civil Converfe, migbt be~
overthrown, while an Abfolut: Clergy may difoblige men from -
all duty to one another, e

=.-Then the Council at Lateran., which you have excellent-
1y proved in your Confiderations, to bz the Author of its Ca-

‘nons, .doth, or did cblige Princes to exterminate their Reform-
~ed Subje@ts, and difoblige Subjeéts from their Allegiance to Prin-

ces that obey not the Pope herein, and are eXcommunicate, So
of Greg. 7th’s Council. Rom.
-~ 8. Then did the Church, or Ringdom of England well , to
difobey, or forfake the Romar Power, that was over them?
- o, Were not our Martyss rather Rebels, that died for dil-
obeying an Abfolute Power ? :
. 10. How fhould two contradifting Abfolute Powers ( vz~
General Councils) be both obeyed? E. g. Nicen. 1. and e AT
- amini. Sirm, -and Tyr. ot Ephe[. 2. and Caleed, ¢

11. How will this ftand with the Judgment and practice of
the Apoftles, that faid, Whether it be meet that we obey God, 07

vy judg ye ¥ o
12, ;




[Tt3r7] :

12 How will it ftand with Conformity to the Church of
England, that in the Articles faith, that General Councils ‘may
- err, and have erred in matter of Faith? ere. :
13. Is it not againft the fenfe of all mankind, even the com-
:ndO;\ Light of Nature, where utter Atheifm hath not prevail-
~ Say not, that I wrong you, by laying all this odinm on your
felf. I lay it but on y§u¥ wergs :YAnd I doubt ﬁot,ybll't
(though difputing Intere®t draw. fuch words from you) on
-confidération you will re-call them by fome limirations.

e e T

«

1L My Reafons againft your fecond, muft pre-fuppofe, thatwe
underftand one another as to thefenfe of the word, Diocefan Church,
which being your term, had [ been with you, I muft have de-
fired you ficft to explain. The word, Diacefs of old, youknow,
fignified a part of the Empire, larger than a Province, and that
had many. < Hetropolitans in it, Ifuppofe thatis not your fenfe,
Sometimes now it is taken for that {pace of ground which we
- call, a Diocefs s fometimes for all the people in that fpace. And

with us, a Diocefan Church, is 2 Church of the loweft Order, core

bave every one their frared Presbyrer, who is no Bifhop, and Unwn
altare, and areno Churches, but parts of a Churchy and which is
individuared by on: Bifhop and the meafuring=fpace of groundy
whofe inhabitants are sts Members. Till you tell me the contra-
ry, | muft take this for your fenfe 5 For you profefs to me, that
you fpeak of fuch Diocefan Churches as ours ( and they have
fome above a thoufand , others many hundred Parifhes ) 5 “and’
you fay our Parithes are not (hurches, but Parts of 4 Churelyy
and fo Families are. - ot
2. Either you mean, that a Diecefan Church is the firft in
order of Execution and Exiftence, or elfe in order of Intenti-
on, and fo laft in Exiftence and Exccution. 1 know not ‘your:
meaning, and therefore muft {peak to both. (U F )
: 5 I. That a Diocefan Church is firft in Intention, is denied

itY).me, and difproved (though it belong to you to p;qve

S 2 1. In-

taining in it, & maltitude of fixed Parochial C'ongrjei’gatiom, which

4



http://fp.ee

" pa—

g

il

, : L:132]

- 1. Intentions no where declared of God in mature or fuperna-
tural Revelations, are not to be aflerted of him as Truths.. But
a prime intention of a Diocefan Church is no where declared of
God : Ergo, ot to be sfferted of him as truth.

o2 It is the end or wltimum rei complementum , which is firft
0 sntention (where there is ordo intentionss.) But a Diwcefan
Church is not the end or ultimum ves complementnw : Ergo, not
firft intended, ' : ;

The Major is not denizble: The Minor hath th: confent as
far [ as know, of all the world. For they are all either for the
Hierarchy, oragainft ir. They that are for it, {ay that a Metro-
politan is above-a Diogefan, and a Provincial above a Metropoli
tan, and a Patriarchal above a Provincial, and a National (which'

‘hath Patriarchs, as the Empire had) above that; and (fay the

new Catholicks, an humane univerfal above a National Church, as,
the complement or perfeéion ; .acd therefore muft be firft in-
tended. : :

But thofe that are againff the Hierarchy, think that all thefe
are Church.corruptions, or humane policies fet up by Ufurpati-
on, and therefore not of prime D,vine Intention.  ~ -

3. If you fhould go this way, [ would firlt debate the quefti-
on with you, how far there is fuch a thing as erdo ntentionis to
beafcribed to God. For though St. Thomas (as you ufe to call
him) affert fuch ineentions, it is with. many limitations ; and others.
deny it, and,all confefs that it necdeth much Explication to be.

underftood. . ; ; . el
11.- But if it be a priority of Exiffence in qrd._fr of execution,

that you mean, it difproveth it clf. For, :
. 1+ It is contrary to the nature of produdtion, that two, or
twenty, or an hundred ftated Congregations, (hould be before ant 5
as.it.is that I fhould write a page before a line, and aline be-.
fore a word, and a word beforea letter- ;

2.1t is contrary to the Scripru-e-Hiftory, wkich telleth us
that Chrift called his Difciples by degrees, a few fift, and more.
afcer 5 and that the Apoftles accordingly converted men; from
th: number of 120, they rofe to 30c0more) a}nd after to. 5000,
&c. .And that ordinarily the Churches in Scripture-times were
f{uch as could, .and often did meet in one place, (though that be
n ¢t necefliry as 1 faid before) hath fo copious evidence, as that.
1 will not here trouble you with it. :

’ : 3. Either -
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3. Either the Apoftles Ordained Bifhops before fubjeét Pres-
byters, or fuch Presbyters before Bifhops, or both at once. If
both at once as two Orders, it’s ftrange that they called both
Orders promifcuoufly by the {ame names, fometimes Bifhops,fome-
times Presbyters, and {ometimes Paltors and Teachers, without
any diftinguithing Epithete or notice. And it’s ftrange that we
never find any mention of the two forts of Coungregations, one
the Bifhops Cathedral, and the other the Parifh Presbyters Con-
gregation, If you fay that they were the Bifhops themfelves, and
firk Ordained only fubje@-Presbycers under them, that cannot
hold. For doubtlcfs there were more than twelve or thirteen
Churches (the number of Apoftles in their times 5 nor were they
fixed Bifhops, but indefinire gatherers and ed:fiers of the Churches,
And either thofe Elders firff Ordained by the Apoftles were Bi-
fhops, or ellc there were Churches withont Bifhops, for they Or-
. dained Elders in every City, and w1 every Church. And either the
Elders firft Ordained by the Apoftles had the power of Ordain-
ing othzrs, or not. If they had, then either they were Bilhops,
or elfe fubject-Presbyters were Ordained to be Ordainers 3 yea to
Ordain’ Biflops (if fuch were to be after ordained.) And fo in-
de.d it would be fuitable to your conceir, that the inferiour
order of Diocefans do by confent make fuperior Metropolitans,
Provincials, Nationals, and Patriarchs to rule them; and with
Hicromes report ad Evagr. that the Alexandys i Presbyters male
the Bifhops, as the Army doth a General. But this making o!
Children to beget Fathersy is fo commonly denied, that [ need
not-more difpute againt it,

3 -But I thick mo® of the Hierarchical way will fay, that the
Apoities firft Ordained Bithops, that thole Bithops might Ordain
fubje@-Presbyters, And if fo, the Churches could bebut fingle
Congregation at the fitft till the fubje@t-Presbyters were Ordain-
ed’ Yea, Dr. Hammond (as aforefaid) aflertech (in o4k 11. and
in Differt. ¢c.) that there is no proof there were any of the Or-
der of fubject-Presbyrers in Scripture-times; and he thinketh that
moft of his party were of his mind 3 and that the name Bifhop,
Elder and Paftor in Scripture fignifie only thofe that we now call
Bithops. And in this he followeth Dion. Petaviusy and Fr, a San-

&a(lara de Epifcop. who faith that it came from Scotws, And if -

this be fo, thea in all Scripture-times there was no Church of
more than ore wor[hipping Congregation.. For we are agreed that

: Church«»
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: Ch'urc-h-meet‘iqgs were for the publick Worfhip of God, and

- celebration of Sacraments,

and exercile of Difcipline, which no

- meer Lay-man might lawfully guide the people in, and perform
- as fuch affemblies did require. And one Bifhop could be but in

. many Churches,

cne place at once.  And if there were mary Bifhops, there were

any So that according to Dr. Hammond and all of
his mind, there was no Church in Scripture-times of .more than

one fiated ordinary Worfhipping Congregation, becaufz there
were no fubje@-Presbyters. : ’

If you fay _that_ vet this was h-Diaoefan Church , becaufe it
égd«a Diocelan Bifhop 5 1 anfwer, why is he called a Diocefan
Eifhop if he had not a Diocefan Church?

If you mean that he was defigned to turn his fingle Congre-

_gation.into many by increafe: 1. That muft not be faid only,

but proved. 2. And that fuppofeth that his oze congregation
was firft befere the many, And | hope you take not Infidels
for parts of the Church, becaufe they are to be converted herc-
after. Thofe that are no members of the Church make not the
Church, and fo make it not to be Diocefan. One Congregation

is{ not an bundred or athonfand, becaufe fo many will be here-
after, ~

If you mean that fuch a fpace of ground was afligned to the
Bithops to gather and govern Churches in. I anfwer,

1. Gathering Chusches is a work antecedent to Epifcopacy.

2. The Ground is no part of the Church. It is a Church of

_men, and not of foil and houfes that we fpeik of.

3. Nor indeced will you ever prove that the Apoftlcs meafu-
red out or diftingvithed Churches by the fpace of ground. So
that the fir Churches were not Diocefan.

e

III. As to yoﬁr Third Opinien, 1. Officers are denominated

from the work which they are to do. There are works to be
- done , circa fasra, about the holy Minifterial works, as Acci-

his permiflion, may do it by confent.

dental : as to fee to Church buildings, Utenfils, and Lands, to
Summon Sypods, snd Regifter their A&ts; to moderate in
difputztions, and to take votes, e¢. TLhelethe Magiftrate may
appoint Cfficers to performs and if he donot, the Churches, by

And

B e et
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- And there are works proper te the Magifirate, vz, toforce
men to their duty by mul&ts, or corporal penalties. 1 deny none
of thefe. & : -

_ But the works of Ordination, Pafteral Guidance, Excommunis

cation_ and Abfolution, by the power of the Keys, are proper 0.
the facred Office, which Chrift hath inffituted.. And I thall not

belicve, till I fee it proved, that any men have power to make

any new Order, or Office of this fort, which Chrift never made

by himfeelf, or his Spirit in his Apofiles 5 much lefs that Znfe-

viors may make Superior Offices + For L. 1t belongeth to ‘th‘e. fagn:‘

power to make one (efpecially the Superior) Chuych-ofﬁce, yvhxph !
made the other of the fame General nature. If without Chrifts ine

ftitution, no man could be Epi[copus gregisy” and have the power of

the Keys over the people, then by parity of Reafon, without

his inftitution no man can be Epifeopus Epifcoporum, and have

the power of the Keys over the Bithops.

turn on leveral accounts (both becaufe 1. They bave the Order
which they confer. 2. Becaule Ordinarion is not giving, but
Minifferial delivery by Invefliture )y yet in this cafe it will hold 5
For 1. This is fuppoied to be a new inftitution of an Office.
2. And that of an higher power than ever the Inftitutors had
themfelves: The King giveth all his Officers their power, but
all of them cannot give the King hispower. The Patriarch can-
not make a Popz, nor the Metropelitans a Patriarch, that
fhall have a power over them, which they” never had them-
felves. .

nodsy For whether the power be Monarchicaly or Ariftocrari-
caly or Democratical , there is need of the fame power in the
Canfe that-maketh it: No man can give that which he hath nog
to give. :

If you fhould fly to fuch popular Principles, as the Epifcopal’
Champion, Richard Hooker, doth, and the Jefuites in their Po-

fay, That as the people are the givers of power to the Sove-

raign , though they are no Governours themfelves, fo the Bi-
* fhops give power to the Epifcopi Epifcoporum (perfonal, or Sy-
nodical ), 1 anfwer, The Principle is falie about (yuil Pelicy, as
- : bhawe

2, Dr. Hammond’s argument agaioft Presbyters Ordination
is, Nemo dat quod non habet 3 which though it ferve not his =

And what I fay of Superior Orders,~and Offices, I fay of Sy- -

liticks, and many; yea, moft other Writers of Politicks, and -

e
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* E-have proved ag;\inﬁ Mr. Hooker, in my Chriftian Directorys

~and much more in Church- Goverrment, which God hath left lefs

Keys without God. 2. And mans grant cannot over top Gods.

maketh that Species that containeth that power.  For God not to

_@¢.) (hould be the rightful Governors (by the Keys) over the

¥ 13 -
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and as Dr. Hammond hath proved in the Kings Caufe, againft
:f_olan Good_wm.‘ The power every man hath over himfelf, doth
fo {pecifically differ from the power of Governing-Socicties, that
the latter is not canfed by all mens Contribution of the former

the Will of man (as Mr. Dan. Cawdrsy hath proved).
To conclude, I grant the Saperiority of Magiftrates, and
of their Officers, circa facra, but not that Inferior Clergy-
men may by confent, make a Superior Species of Rulers (-or
Epifcopos Epifcoporum) by the Keys, in codem genere,
_But I contefs, that how far Chriff him[elf hath made eApoffo-
lick, Suggeffors, or eArchbifhopsy as to the ordinary part of go-
verning many Churches, is a queftion to me of much more diffi-
culty, and moment. . : :
As for the Patriarchal, and other Superior Church-power in
the Roman Empire, that it was made partly by the Emperors
themf{elves(as the inftances of the two Fuffiniana’s,and many others

fhew), and partly by Councils, Authorized thereto by the Em-
perors, is paft all doubt.

—

1V. As to your fourth Opinion, I include the reafon of my
denial of ir, in the defcription of it. Whether you confefs par-
ticular wou thipping Churches, that have each wnum altare, to be
of Diwine Inftitution, 1 cannot tell : but that you take the Di-
ocelan to be fo Dijwine, you have told me; and that you take
the Superior Ruling-Churches, to bemade by them, Now that
Churches of wansmalsng (Univerfal, or National, or Patriarchal,

Churches of Gods making, muft be either jure Divino, or hu-
mano 3 not jure bumano s For 1. Man cannot give the power of the

Indeed there isno power but of God.
2. Not jure divino 3 For if God give them the pawer, God

make the Office, and not to give the power, is all one.
3+ At lealt, what fatisfying proof you will give us, thatio-
deed Godgiveth power to Church- Officers of hisown making,,t{hfm‘
elves .
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* {evesto make mobler fwperior Officers of Chl.}r{-hes-than then}[qlYCdS, ‘
I cannot: forefce, . And till it’s proved,it is not to be be xeyeﬁ .
‘4. Yea it confoundeth the Inferiours and the Superiors. For t le
‘Diocefans are fo far the Superiors to the Provincial, Nauoga:a
Patriarchaly ¢&¢. in that they make them or give ;herp their
fPl;’WCti and yet; inferior in that they are to be fubje&s to
~BHENT 26 haad >

More Nonconformifts-do deny the power of men to make new
‘Spesies of Churches, and Church Rulers, than their power to
‘make new ‘Ceremonics. i i 7ol

- v, . -! . l

s . o :

-« Vi Your next mention'd Opinion, (that it is a fin to preach
-and congregate people within the local bounds of Diocefan or
‘Provincial, or other fuperior Jurifds@ions without their confent) §
Aalleth of it felf, if thole foregoing fall, which it is built upon. {
1. If it prove true that they that-made thefe fuperior Jurif- ‘
diions had no power to make them, but gave that which they |
had not to give, ‘then your foundation faileth, ; ) :
~2.71f it be proved that neither Chrift nor his Apoftles ever |
‘Made a Law: that. Bifhops JurifdiGions (hall be limited, meafured A
‘and diftributed, by fpace of ground, as our Parifhes and Diocef~ =
des are; fo that all in fuch a compafs fhall be proper to one Pa- |
ftor, much lefs did ever divide our Diocefles or Parifhess (which 1
‘methinks none fhould deny) then Preaching in that {pace of ground
15 00 fin againft fuch an Order of Chrift. |
- 3. 1f it be proved (as I undertake to do) that this diftribution i
by fpaces of ground, is a work that the Kihg and his Officers are {
to do, (or the Churches by his permiffion by way of contra&, if J
-he leaye it to them), and this in obedience to Gods General Laws :
(of Order, Peace, Concord and Edification), then thefe things

f/ will follow, - _ :
jt t. That if the King give us Licenfes to Preach within fucha

¥ - dpace of ground, we have good Authority, and break not the
I"* ; reftraining Law:  And yet fuch as you accufed us of {chifm as ;
¥ 4 well when the King Licenfed us, as fince. - - . 5
. 2. That this Law of local bounds doth bind us but as other

, humane Laws do 5 which-is, fay many-Cafuifts, not at all oxe of
7 . the cajz of [candal, when they make-niot for the bomurs publicum.
i T ,
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~B‘hf'fa’y~'othersr ‘more {afely; not when they notorioufly make

#gainfly 1. Eithet the bonum publicum, which is finis regiminis: .
2. Or the general Law of God which muft autherize them, (be-
ing againft edification, peace; &¢.) 3. When they are contrary

to the great, certain and indifpenfible Laws of God = himfclf.

‘And that in{ich cafes patient fuffering the penalty which men
infli@, is inftead of obedience to the prohibition, (‘and as in Da-
odels cafe, Dax. 6 - and the Apofttles, &¢.) VL 3

* . Therefore I am tready to give you, 1. My Conceffions inwhat
cafes it is finful to difobey the Magiftratein Preaching where he
forbiddeth it: 2. And in what cafes it is a great duty. But to-
faythat it isa fin becaufe that the Clergy forbiddeth ity muft
have better proof than [ have feen, even, 1. That fuch Clergy--
Cmcn-.are..;ﬁrqiy‘cal!ed by God. 2, And-that they have from him
the affignation of this {pace of ground. And 3. are by him em-
ipowered to forbid all others to preach on their Jand. 4. And
that eveén when Gads generai Laws do makeit ourduty that
they can fufpend the obligation of fuch Laws, even the greateft :
Hoam ready upon any juft occafion to prove to you, that I were -
a heinous finner, if I fhould have ceafed fuch Preaching as I have -
ufed, upon ‘all the reafons that you alledg againft it.  And wo
%o them that make our greareff and deareft duties to pals for fin,
and our greateft fin, Ifa. 5. 20. Were it but one of the leaff
copmands, | would be loth to break it, and teach men [o to doy .
miuch lefs one of the greateft ; when men whole confciences tell
them; ‘that they aretotally devoted to God as Chriftians, andas -
Otrdained Minifters, deny their worldly interelt and preferments,
and férve him inpoverty, beholden for their daily bread, and
t0.the. ruiin of their worldly Eftates, -and the hazard of their -
livés in the Common Goals, endeavour nothing but to Preach
Chrilts Gofpel to fave mens fouls from ignorance, unbelief, fenfu- -
ality, worldlinefs, &¢. incaleof the peoples undeniable neceffitys
1fay, when fuch meet with men of the fame profeffion, who think
not the Common Gaols among Rogues, and the forfeiture of -
Borty, pound a Sermon, as Enacted by Law, to be enough to ree
ftrain them, but alfo as in the name of Chrift they will charge
us. with heinous fin unlefs we will perfidioufly break our obliga- -
‘tigns to Chrift, and facrilegioufly alicnate our felves from the
work which we are devoted to (many of us under the Bifhops

hapds) and unlefs we will bexcguel to miferable fouls, and {hut
: g
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up the bowels of our compaffion from them, while we fee them

in need and in danger of damnation, what fortitude do we need

againft fuch kind of Tempters, and fuch Temprations? If Drun-
‘kards and boys in_the firect only fcorn’d me as a Puritan, 0f
Precifian, it were lefs. 1f T2 urkifh Rulers did perfecute me for my
P.reaching Chrift, it were lefs, ¢ miftaken Chriftian Rulers ma'dc
me the foarn of the Nation, andftript me df all my worldly main-
tenance, and laid me with Malefaétors in Prilon, 1t were a lefs
temptation, than fora man to come in the name of Chrift, to tell
e that | (in again him, unlefs I will forfake my Calling, break
my Vows, ceale Preaching his Golpel, betray thoufands of fopls to
Satan and damnation, and: encourage all that endeavour it, by
yiclding to all their temptations, and giving them fuccefs. Butas
Chrift mut be accufed of fin, as well as crucified, and not allowed
the honour of fuffering as innocent, {o muft his fervants. <
1 will venture upon one argument on the by that may be fomewhat
by others, though nothing to you for the invalidating of your ac-, ,
cufation. I faw from the hands ofa Noble Lord, an excellent truly The Earl
Learned Manufcript,faid by him to be the Bifthop of Lincolns,to {a- of Orery.
tisfie you whoare faid to judg it unlawful to fubferibe to Arhana-.
fins’s Creed. What elfe you refufe I know not; but by that much
1 perceive you are a ftrange kind of Noxconformift. Now if it be
_ unlawful for yox to {ubicribe and conform, or unlawful for me,
(which I here undertake to prove before any equal competent
Judges) then it is unlawful for all the Minifters of England 3 for <A
none of them may do evil that good may come by it. And then all
ith.iniﬁers in England ought to ceale Preaching, if I ought to
ceafe, when they are forbidden. The confequence will be denied
by others, though not by you. ( And by the way, How can you
take the Bithops for Abfolute, from whom there 1 no appeal to anin-
~ wifible power, and yet difobey them, if they bid you fubfcribe
 eAthanafins Creed 2 If it be a fin in me not to ceafe Preaching
when [ am filenced for Nonconformity, and yet Nonconformity be
a duty,thenitis a fin jo all the Minifters of England not to-be Non-
conformifts, and fo not to ceafe Preaching, But the latter part of
the confequent is falfe: Ergo, {0 is the Antecedent.
_.2. Yea,dize@ly your affertion puts it in the power of one fu.
perior to put down the Preaching of the Golpel, aud all Gods pub-
lick Worfhip, in whole Gountries or Kingdoms, (if not in the
world), and fo Chrift muft be at t’}n'eir’mercy whether he fhall have

' 2 .- any
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~any Church, and fo whesher he (h1l be Chrift; and God, whether -
e fhalbhave'any publick Wor fhip™ [n' Ebinpi ¢ chnere's Bire woud

faith that yet after the decay of the Abafline Empire, 1t 15 as big as

Tealy,Germany, France and 5pain) they have but one silhop, called.

_thc‘r"ﬂ_’"ﬂa; And if he forbad aff Preachins of ‘pubiick Worthip -

in the Empire, it is a fin to obey him: And 1t 15 a griar ‘duty to

gather Churches  within his Church: Itis & fin 40 the Enipire of

M“_/;"Wff': that all their Clergy obey their Parriarch andPrincein -

forbearing to Preach. If all the Bithops of England théuld agree

to reduce the Kingdom to one only Bilhopriek, and on¢ Chorchy

and turn all the reft into Parith-Chappels, it were a duty'to' difobey .

them, and gather Churches in that one Ghurch, If the Patitatch of

. Alexandria, Antioch, of Conftantinople, had forbidden alf'in their

limits to Preach and worthip God publickly, it had been x wicked-
nefs to obey them. When Severys Antéoch, the Entychian, forbad -
the Orthodox to Preach in his Patriarchate, it had been their fin
to-obey him,(yea or if Theodofius or Anaflafius the Emperours had
done ir): yes, though a General Council of Epkef, 2. (if not

. Ephef- 1.) wias on his fide. If the Pope (whether as Pope or as

Patriarch of the Weft), Interdit all the Preachers and Churches
in-Pensce, or in Britain, it werea fin to obey him. ~ g
~ The reafons are,becaufe their power is derived and limited(to pafs
by the wo power of Ulurpers) the greateft have it for edification,and
not for deftrudtion. None of them have power to make void the
leaft (‘continued) Law of God by their Doétrines, Precepts or Tra..
ditions. All men muft take heed of the leven of their falfe Doz
&rine, and muft beware of falfe Prophets, and muf prove alf
things, and hold faft that which is good. “There is no true power
but of Goed, and therefore none againfthim. It is better to 'oSEyZ
God than men. But of this you may in feafon have larger proof,if
you defi-e it..- g Y :

—— et

sl

V1. Your excluding s from Salvation, that will not ceafe Preach~
ing the Gofpel of Salvation, and worfhipping God, remembreth™
i 53 :
1. What amescy it is that neither Pope, nor any fuch condem-
acr is made our final Judg, ) .
- 2. How moft Seéks agree (Papifts, Quakers, ¢.) in damning
thefe that danee not afcer their Pipe. ! 3. What



http://th.it

SR awe s e

e Yoka © Y B WIEAUF Rinptatrons Satafl Ufeth, b "hindet
Chirifts 'Gofpbt, afid ‘mens Sdlvarion. ; i A

A&t once ] have, 1. A sackward flefh, thatis the worf.t of ally
that faith, Favoar thy [elf, and expofe not thy felf to all tlﬂl«f.lﬂboiﬂ',
obloquie, hatred, [uffeving, lofs and danger of death for nothing., but
Har work which i [iipersonrs think, necdlefsy and forbids T
2. [ feel Satan ferting in with the feth, and faying the fame.

3. Carnal and worl2ly friends fay the fame (as Peter to Chrift,
Jat 16,y : o
4. Difpleafed Sinners and SeQaries wifh me filent. e
5« \What Superiors {ay and do, 1 need not mention. - J
6. And to perfect all; fome Preachers in Prefs and Puolpit, gqc__?
you in Difcourfe, declare us'in danger of damnation, as Schifma=
ticks, unlefs we will give over Preaching the Gofpel. O how eafie
were it to me to avoid that damnation! And if 1 incur it;how dear?
ly-do Tpurchafeit! It isafad cafe that fuch poor fouls as we are in, i
that would fain know Gods will whatever ftudy or fuffering it coft ‘
us, and after our moft earneft fearch and prayers believe that if !
we forfook our truft, and office, and the peoples fouls, we fhould |
besjudged as facrilegious, perfidious hypocrites, and yet we are told , i

|
i
|

by wifer and greazermen, that our labours and fufferings do but
damn us3 may not a man be damned at a cheaper rate than Forty -
pound a Sermon, or the lofs of all his worldly Eftate, and lying
with malef:&tors, and perhaps dying in a Goal, under the publith= -
ed facred infamy of being Schifmaticks and enemies of the publick
'Government and peace, ¢¢? But this alfo we muft be fortified-a-
gainft. For Satan is fometime utterly impudent,and will fay, Dimn
your [elves by perfidionfnefs, and let the people be damned quietly; o7
elfe you [hall be damned for Schifmaticks. But the long noife of
damning Pnpij?r and Quakers have fomewhat hardned or embol-
~dened us. It wasan early trick, AlE. 15. Except ye ‘be circumcifed

and keep the Law of Mofes, ye cannot ke [aved.” When lands and li-
vings will not prevail; when profit, pleafure and horour fail; when
peverty, reproach and prifoas will not ferve, then comes,' Yorn
cannot elfe be faved: How many Sels fay, Say 4 we fay, and dos . {
we do, and follow usor you cannot be faved ? But faith St. Paunl, It is . s
a fmall thing with me to be judged of man, or at wans day: 1 have :
one that judgeth me, even the Lord, (to whom we will appeal what-
~ ever you fay againft it.) But you muft give me leave to think,that -
todraw men from their great duty,and thedaving fouls; te heinous -

. " ellieclebinin, e 2 R
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fin, zs in the pame of Chrift, and to frighten men into Hell with
the fear of damnation, and the abufed Word of God, hath heinous

aggravatiors, which enticing men by fenluality to drunkenncfs,
whoredom o theftshath not. A ;

o

\\

. VIL. To thenext, the matter of fat,and antecedent Suppofitions #
cannot be denied, viz. 1. Thatitis probably fuppofed that there
areinhabitants more thancan hear the Preachers voicein the Parifh.
Churches, in.Martins Parith about 40000, in Stepney Parifh near
as.many, in Giles Cripplegate 30000, in Giles in the Fields néar
20000, in Sepulchres, Algate, White-chappel, Andrews Holborn,
and many -ether Out- Parifhes very many thoufands. The laft Bill
| of Mogtality that 1{aw, faith there died in Stepmey. Parifh as many
} wanting one, as in all the Ninety-{feven Parifhes of London, and in
- Adartins asmany within{ix, and in Giles Cripplegate as many within:
eight, or thereabout. |

e e

i 20 How [hall they call on bim in whom they have not believed? and
bow. [hall they believe if they hear not 2 and.how fball they hear with-
_ out 4 Preacher ? If the G'a}péell, be hid, it 45 bid tothem that are loft :
Where Vifion fasleth, the people perifhy even for lack of knowieds.
3. Yet peopleby our Church Laws muft be prefented and profe-
cuted as Recufants if they come not to Church, and {o 40000 or
30200 fhould be prefented and punifhed for want of room 5 butit
is a greater punifhment to be ftrangers unto the Gofpel.
...+ The Canon forbiddeth them going to, and communicating in
cther Pasithes, and forbiddeth the Minifters to receive them.
5. The Childrenof Chriftians are born with no more knowledg
than the children of Heathens ; and need teaching as well as theirs,
to bring them to knowledg when they grow up. : .
6. God will not fave any adult pericn that is an Infidel, impeni-
;,E;ig,;' unfanified, becaufe he is bred up among Chriftians, and
Churches, or born of Chriftians, and Baptized 5 but it will go -
worfewith foch unholy perfonsin the day of Judgment, that have
4 : lad the greateft means. g
9 .7 If you can caft the fault on the people, and fay that they.
u.ight remove their dwellings, or (break the Law, and) go to vther
Farifhesyor read at home, ¢~¢ that excufeth us not, For the worle
they are, the more need they have of help. If they were fauldleis
what need had they of us? 8. As
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. 8. Asto'my own cafe Wwhom you condermn, I'have told yon,
that I have the Ordination”of ‘a Bithop, and the“Licenf® of the
,BY‘,th_p of this Diocefs (not ntilled or recalled ) which by your
principles one would think might ferve if it had - been ‘againft
Gods own Laws, And yet Gods Law and the Bifhops Licenfe
Wwill net ferve. o b el R s bl
. 9. Some ‘other may fay , Whar's your cafe to many. others 2 1
anfier : To pafs by a great deal not now to be faid, Let it be
underftood that the cafe is this. Men are firft filenced and ex-
communicated, and fo forbidden the publick Churches, and all.
ubtick worfhip of God ; and then the Excommunicate are pro-
ecuted and accufed for not coming to Church. “Divers Canons
do ipfo faéte ( thatis, fine [enténtid) excommunicate all that do
but fay ‘that any thing"in the Liturgy or Difcipline is unlawful,
O may not be done with a good confcience (‘which-all Nowcone
formiffs hold ). And it is not poffible for uis torepent of thatasa
wicked' Errop, which after all means that we can poflibly ufe,
appedreth ufto us an undoubted truth, that {o- our Excommu-
Dication may be taken off.  Now thefe filenced men’ areaflured,

and the® excommunicate men’ are affured that God doth notdif-

nion. "Therefore they mutt ufe it as they can, when they 12y
. Dot ufe it as they would.  Men fay the Pzzp;:[f{-‘»mo'uld not callus

you filence and excommunicate ‘men, as they. undertake to
communigating with you, or for worfhipping God in fiich
nicate with you, becanfe we think not our felves bound, ‘tho’
or to go further from you than neceffity compellesh us ( tho’
1 muft profefs that Cyprians 68. Epiftle, p.20c. and St. Mavtin's
Separation from the Bifhops, confirmed by Miracle, fometimes
L Of fuch Texts as 2 Tim. 4. I, 2. 'I charge t{?fe before God,
and the Lord Fefus Chrift, who fhall judg the quick and the dead

g and doctrine.

that God difobligeth them not from the duty of ‘Preaching ; -

oblige them from the duty of phlick wer[hip and Chaseh-commm- -

Schifinaticks, becaufe they caff #s ot,and went from us 5 and will
prove, for obeying God, and then eall ¢hein Schifimaticks for not -
hurch-commuinion as they can ? [ndeed many of us commu-

You excommunicate s ipfo [0, tO do execution on our felves,
fticks in my fromack ). But I cannot make o light = you de, -
at. his appearing, and bis Iaingzlom, preﬂcb the word, be inflant in

fmfon, out of [eafon, reprove, rebuke, exhorts with all long~fuffers

2. % NO k7
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»-2. Norof the murderous famifhing of thoufands of fouls,
when to murder one child by famine deferveth death and hell.
1 3: Nor of Chrifts Law of preferring Mercy before Sacrifices
necefldry -Morals befose-Rituals , Circumftantials or Ordinals,
which-are all but propter vem ordinatam. - 1 remember you have
told me, That sf the Bifhop forbad all Gods publick 2wor [hip i1 }/95’

 LAffembliesy se muft: forbear. Such fayings, and this, Thar I miife

‘Ié’f fo many [ouls be untaught though they be damned, becaufe it 7 the
Biflops. fault and not mime, do make me ready to tremble fO
think of them.  If Chrifts works be faving, whole work is it to
make {0 light of mans damnation ? Is- it any wonder if fuch
Principles be called: Antichriftian 2 I cannot but perceive from
whom they come; when .the damnation of paor 'people muft
be fo-eafily fubmitted to,-if the Bifhop do but command the
means. Methinks you wrong the Bifhops by fiich odious Sup-
pofitions and Affertions, as if you.would make men believe
that they are the Grievous Wolwues ébhtﬁézre nst, the flock, a\ndvthﬁ?
shorns and thiffles that are made to, prick and rend thie people.
But: T believe that the Bifhops faultinefs in mens damnation
would be no exeufe to me if I be accelory. e
< 4. And I doubt not buc if you unjuitly /6 fa'lo Excommu-
nicate men, it neither depriveth them of the right, nor abfol-
veth them from the duty of publick Worfhip, and Church-
Communion. And I am afhamed to read and hear Preachers
publickly reproaching them for not holding conftant Commu-
nion with the Parifh-Churches, when it’s notorious that the Ca-
non hath thus Excommunicated them, yea though it were their
«duty fometime to intrude. B o i (R
And 1 befeech you judg as a Chriftian or a man, whether
you can think fuch Argumeats thould draw the people them-
felves to be of yourmind : Go to them and {peak out, Neigh-
bours, I confefs that while yon live in ignorance and fin for want
-of teaching and publick worfhip, you are in'the way to dam-
‘nation 3 but it is the Bifhep, and not the filenced Preacher that
fhall anfiger forit, Will they not reply, And [hall not the Bifhop
,tien be damned inftead of s, as well as infread of the filenced Prea-
cher 7 : -

VI‘II. Your -
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" VIIL Your doubt about mens power to change Chrifts [etled
Jorm of Church-gowernment, is but confequent of your firft, of
mens abfoly : :

But If if€ et{:?;ghange Gods Laws, or inﬁigtlted Church-fprms
or C?()vernment , may they not change their own ? And if fo,
thereis fome hope of a Reformation. But why then did the Ca-
nons of 1640. in the Ef cetera Oath, fwear the Clergy never 7o
confent to- change? And-why are we now to fwea; in the Ox-
ferd Oath, That we will wever endeavonr any alreration of Church-
Government (tho® the keys be in the power ‘of L‘a;b(_lhancel—
lors; and tho” the King may command us to eadeavour it) muit
the Nation or Clergy fwear never (in their owa places ) to en~

vernment, and Churches made by our Univerfal King ?

2. What an uncertain mutable thing may Chrifts Laws or
Church-Government prove, while mutable ‘men may -change
it at their pleafure.

* 3. To-what purpofe is Antiquity and Tradition {0 much
pleaded by Hierarchical Divines, as if that were the Teft o
know the right Government and Church, if the Bifhops may
alteric? - g JewL
4 Ifthus much of Chrifts Laws and Inftitutions ‘may be
" altered by Prelates, how fhall we be fure that all the reft
is not alfo at their will and mercy? or which is it that they
- may alter, and which not ? :
5. Doth not this fet man fo far above God, or equal with

chriftian ‘than the Pope ? If you fay that it is by Gods owa
grant, I wait for your proof, that God granteth power to
any man above his Laws : ‘Thofé that he made but Local or
Temporary himfelf, are not abrogated or changed by man where
they bind not ; for they never bound any but their proper {ub-
jets, e. g. The Fewifh-Taws, as fuch, never bound the Genile
world ; and‘the command of wathing feet, bound only thefe

L LY,

deavour any alteration of rhe Bifhops Inftitutions (as you take
them), and’ yet may the Bifhops alter the very Form of G-

him , -as’ wil] ftill tempt men to think that more are Anti- -

where the ufe of going bare-leg’d with Sandals in a hot Coun-
. 2 V ;)




