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" VIIL Your doubt about mens power to change Chrifts [etled
Jorm of Church-gowernment, is but confequent of your firft, of
mens abfoly : :

But If if€ et{:?;ghange Gods Laws, or inﬁigtlted Church-fprms
or C?()vernment , may they not change their own ? And if fo,
thereis fome hope of a Reformation. But why then did the Ca-
nons of 1640. in the Ef cetera Oath, fwear the Clergy never 7o
confent to- change? And-why are we now to fwea; in the Ox-
ferd Oath, That we will wever endeavonr any alreration of Church-
Government (tho® the keys be in the power ‘of L‘a;b(_lhancel—
lors; and tho” the King may command us to eadeavour it) muit
the Nation or Clergy fwear never (in their owa places ) to en~

vernment, and Churches made by our Univerfal King ?

2. What an uncertain mutable thing may Chrifts Laws or
Church-Government prove, while mutable ‘men may -change
it at their pleafure.

* 3. To-what purpofe is Antiquity and Tradition {0 much
pleaded by Hierarchical Divines, as if that were the Teft o
know the right Government and Church, if the Bifhops may
alteric? - g JewL
4 Ifthus much of Chrifts Laws and Inftitutions ‘may be
" altered by Prelates, how fhall we be fure that all the reft
is not alfo at their will and mercy? or which is it that they
- may alter, and which not ? :
5. Doth not this fet man fo far above God, or equal with

chriftian ‘than the Pope ? If you fay that it is by Gods owa
grant, I wait for your proof, that God granteth power to
any man above his Laws : ‘Thofé that he made but Local or
Temporary himfelf, are not abrogated or changed by man where
they bind not ; for they never bound any but their proper {ub-
jets, e. g. The Fewifh-Taws, as fuch, never bound the Genile
world ; and‘the command of wathing feet, bound only thefe

L LY,

deavour any alteration of rhe Bifhops Inftitutions (as you take
them), and’ yet may the Bifhops alter the very Form of G-

him , -as’ wil] ftill tempt men to think that more are Anti- -

where the ufe of going bare-leg’d with Sandals in a hot Coun-
. 2 V ;)
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~try, made it an office of kindnefs ; and fo of other Temporary

precepts. - ; A : - T

6. How contrary is this to the common Chriftian Doétrine,
that we mwuft obey none that command us to- fin againft God #
For by tt_:e firft affertion, and this, it feemeth that it cannot be.
a fin which the Bithops command.

7.1 pray you put:in an exception for the Powerand Livesof
Kings, and the Laws of the Land, and.the Property and,Liber-:
ty of the Subjects ; and one . word for. the Proteftant Religion. -
For we Englifh-men think God to be greater than the King, or
St. Parrick 5 and Gods Laws to be firmer than.the Statutes of -
King and Parliament. And yet I doubt that the King and fome. -
Parliament will be angry if you do but fay that the Bifhops by
confent may change. their Stazuzes, or lawful Officers and Pow-
ersd; And Bifhops, if you fay that Epifcopacy, may ,be chan-, -
geda; o : : ’ :

.

1X. Baptifm,as fuch, entereth not the Baptfzed into any. patti- -

cular Church, but only into the Univerfal, headed by Chrift 5
yét a man may at the {ame time be entered.into the Univerfal, -
and into a particular: (burch , but that is by.a double conient,,
and not by Baptifm as fuch. In this I know nons. that agree .
with you but fome few of the Independents in New-England, and
fome of the Papifts. 1 confels Belarmine faith, That by Bap-
tifm we are virtually obliged to the Pope, being baptized by a.
Migiftry, and into a Church, of which he is the. Head, But
the contrary is proved, s

" 1. From the exprefs form of the Baptifmal Covenant, which
only tyeth us to Chrift and bis Univerfal Church,and maketh us:
Chriftians, But to be a Chriftian dedicated to the Father, Son, .
and. Holy Ghoft, is one thing, and to be a part. of the Paftoral
Charge of .4, B. or N, V. is another thing.’ e

«  2..What particular Church was the Eunuch, ;452(;8. bap- -
tized into? Not that of Ferufalem, for he was going from ity
never liketo fee it more. Not that in Ethiopia, for there was -
none till he began it. If you fay, of Philips Church: 1, Ipray
you, where was that ? 2, And how prove you it 2. 3';59“‘3“’%' '

e
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“if it was Philip the Deacon that had no Church, being 7o
Bifhop. :
« 3 PMay not men be baptized in Turkey, or among other [n-
“fidels, or Indians, where there is no Ci}utch? And is the firfk
baptized man among them, 2 Church hxmfclf ?  Paul thanketh
God that he baptizedno more of the Corinthians, left they thould
" think that he baptized into his own name. And doth every
. “Baptizer baptize to himfelf, or to his Bifhop ? A man may bap-
tize out of all Diocefles, or in another’s.

e -

‘X. As t6 your next Affertion, I grant, that whenaBithop or
-2 beggar fpeaketh the Commands of God, and a King {peaketh
-againft it, we muft follow that Bifhop or beggar, rather than
- the King, becaufe this is but obeying God before men. But

fuppofing that it isa thing indifferent, and but circa facra, and
“fiot a proper part of the Agent Paftors Office, 1 confefs to you, 1
will obey the King hgfore the Bifhop. -
. 1L Becaufe it is a thing that is under the Power of the King
to iﬂclomn:nand; and if fo, the-King is the Supreme, and not the
op.
2. Bifhops themfelves are Subje&ts of the King, andowe him
- ‘obedience. Therefore rule not over or before him in*mattexs be-
«longing to his Office.

3. Bifhops are chofen by the King, ( for I fuppofe no man
‘takes the Dean and Chapters choice for more than a Ceremony,
that knoweth it) ; if the King command me to Preach at one
hour, or one place, and the Bifhop at another , or to ufe for
Uniformity fuch a Tranflation, Metre, Liturgy, Utenfils,” Gar-
ments, ¢#¢ and the Bifhops others, [ will obey the King be-
fore the Bifhop.. But if either or both command me # finy 1
will obey neither {o; and if they would take me off from that
which Chrift hath made a real part of my own Office (as com-

- manding that ¥ fhall preach and pray in ne words but fuch as

they preferibe, @¢.) 1 thiok neitherhath power to do this,

- But Bithop Bilfon of Ghiriftian Obedience, and Bithop drdrews in

!lls Tortura Toetss , and Bm:ktfidg of :Rochcﬂcr, and Gratius de

‘#mprric fum, Potef, circa Sacra, h‘e;ve faid fo much of the Power
V 2
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_pf,Kings about Religion , as that I think T need not add any -
“more. - ~ 3% :

~obeying if the K;

~+faithfal Minifters, and fet up in their ftead 22
~Many fuch queftions the people are not fo eafilydatisfied in, as you
EGH 2o (S Wi A
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And by the fame Arguments that y\ou-will‘abfblve me from

; ng forbid me to Preach, by the fame you
abfolve, if the B'*[hﬁpgforbid me.” If I may dif;beyyConﬂamim and
Palens, | may difobey Eufebins Nicomed. "Theognis Maris. 1i I may
difobey Theodsfins junior, eAnaftafius, Zenoy Fuflinian, 1 may
difobey vafrm Moggus, Divfcorus,; Sevexus, &c. But you wil
much crols your ends if you tell the Londoncrs that they may
pregch and worthip God though the King forbid them, but notat
all if the Bifhop forbid them. For he that cxaltech himfelf, ot i

. fmf““j exalted by-others, fhall be broughtiow. If the reverence of.
the King were not greater in England than of the Bifhops, the

confciences of many thoufands would fick but little at difobediences

- There ate fomany cafes et to-be refolved.  Asy

1. Whether fuch Diocefans depofing all Parochial Churches
(2nd Bithops) and reducing them to Chappels or parts only of 2
- Church, benot againft Chrifts Law ? : :

2. -Whether they deftroy not the. ancient order of particubar
Cburches (Bithops) and Difcipline? - = &/ = 4 -~

“ 3. Who made their office, and by what power ?

4 Whoe chofe and called them-toit? / at :

5.. Whether their Commands be not null, as contrary to Gods

6. How far Communion with them that filence hundreds of

— ¢re. is lawful ?

- . o

X0 And the.three fafall fet together, look with an iu-‘ﬂcﬁgh :

" The Preface to Dr. Rich. Coufins Tables, tells the King, That the

Chusreh-Government here is the Kings, or derived from bim, and

 dependant on him 5 and Grotius de Imperio fum. poreft. proveth at

large the Power of Kings circa facray asdoth Spalatenfis, and ma-
nymore; and.that Canons are-but good counfel; till the King
make them Laws. And we know no Law-makers but the King and

- Parliament. Bt if the Church be the Expounders of the Liturgys

Ruprick and Canons, Articles and.Adts: of Uniformity;-and °‘:)tf '
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of Convocation-timey the Bifhops be the Church, and the Arch-
bifhops be the Rulers of the Bifhops, ( that {wear O’Vbe_dier.ce 0

them)this hath.a dangerous afpet:For.then it is in the power of the -

Bithops (if not of the archbifhops only) to put a {en{c upon our
39 Articles, Rubricks, &¢. confiftent with Popery of Herefie, and
fo to change the Religion of the Kingdom,without King or Patlia-
ment, or againft them at their plealvre. : :

And thus Officers of mans making,who become a Church of mans
devifing, may have advantage by this an
deftroy Godlinels; Chriltianity and Humanity. /

Indeed by the Preface to the Liturgy, the Bifhopis made the Ex-
pounder of any thing doubtful in the Book 3 and by the Index the
A& of Uniformity is made part of the Book. But this affrighteth

me the more from declaring :
1. Becaufel muft conlent to 2

the Actit felf. :
s limited,fo that it muft be con-

». And the Bifhops Expofition i

trary to nothing in-the Book.- S ;
Thus | have given you the reafons of my.defructive Conference.
1f 1 had been with you, and we had been to enter upon any dif=

pute that tendeth to Gatisfa&ion, 1 would have endeavoured to a-

void the common fruftraters of Difpuies, 1. By ambiguous words:

~ 2. And fubjeéts that are no fubjeéts+ Therefore if you defice any

{uch difpute :
1. 1 intreat you to write me down yQur {enle of fome terms
which we fhall frequently ufe, (and Iwilldo the like of any at your
defire): As what you mean, & By the word Bifhop. 2, By a
Church. 3» By a particalar Church: 4. BY & 'Diacefs and Dio-
cefan Church, 5 By

. Church. 7. By-C burch. Government and Furifdiction. 8. By
Schifm. 1 {hall difpute no terms unexplained, left one take them
in one fenfe, and the otherin another, and fo we difpute but about

2 found of words. .

11.- 1 defite that the denied Subje& of the Quzftion'may.-not beta-

ken for granted, inftead of being proved. :
On thefe terms ( fuppofing the common Laws of Difputation,

 efpecially aveiding words ¢

e o

SRS ——

d the former Articles, to

1l the Penalties and Impoﬁtions; of

o National (ourch. 6.-BY the Univerfal -’

hat have no determinate fenfe) I fHall
A not: v
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fot refufe whenever you invite me 3 and Iamable to debate with

You any of thefe points that I am concerned in 5 elpecially, whether

s my Preaching Chrifts Gofpel as I doy be my fin, or my duty ? And if our
- 8reat diftance in Principles put eit

_ ! her of us upon reafons that feem
difhonouring to the perfon oppofed, we fhali I hope remember

that it is the opinion only that is dire@tly intended. Butjthat the faid

opinion is the perfons opinien, if it be bad, is a dithonour , which the
- owner only is guilty of, and the opponent cannot help; who muft

not forbear to open the evil of the caufe, for avoiding the difho-
nour of the owner 5 but muft the rather open it, in hope that the
owner will difown it, when he underftandeth truly what it is, For
Huppofeit is evidence of Truth that we dcfire,

In Conclufion, remember Iprayyou, 1, That it is not the anci-
ent Epifcopacy (which was in Cyprians days 5 vea, which agreeth
With Epiphanins’s Intimations, and Pezavius excellent Notes there-
on, in Heref. 65.) which 1deny. And I conje@ture that at this day
in England there are more Epifcopal than Presbyterian filenced Noy-
conformifls. :

2. That what fort of Prelacy orhigher Rulers I dare not fub-
feribe to, yet I can live quietly and fubmiffively under, though not .

~ obey them by finning againft God, or breaking my Vows of Bap-

tifm or Ordination, and perfidioufly leaving fouls to Satan. Nothing
more threateneth the fubverfion of the Church-Government than
fwearing men to approve of all thit’s in it. Many can fubmit and
live in peace, that dare nog fibfcribe or fwear Approbation. It was
the ¢ catera Oath 1640, that conftrained me to thole' fearches
which made me a Nonconformift. It is an eafie matter for Overdoers
to add but aclaufe or two more to their Oaths and Subfcriptions,
which thall make almoft all the confcionable Minifters of the King-
dom Nonconformifts. :

3. Whenever notorious neceffity ceafeth by the fufficient num-
ber and quality of Conforming Preachers, I will ceafe Preachingin
England. (But deathis liker firft tofilerice me.) = . .

Though I take my Conforming to be a Complex of ,h'emm;]s] (?1?!2
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fhould L be guilty of it yet till1 am called, I perfwade none to
Nonformity for fear of cafting them (occafionally ) out of the Mi-

niftry, preferring their work before the change of their judgment
till fuch endeavours are clearly made by duty.) Butall your en-
deavour, as far as ever I perceived,is not fo much to draw us to Con-
formity, as to perfuade us to give over Preaching Chrifts Gofpel,
fo contrary are our defigns, -1 The/- 2. 15, 16- Methinks is a fear-
ful Text. And {o are the words of the Liturgy before the Sacra-
ment, If any of you be 4 hinderer of Gods Word—vepent—or

take ot this Sacrament , lefp Satan enter. ito you, a he didinto

Judas, and fill you, &c.

F I NI 8.5
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ACCOUNT

OF MY

DISSENT

FROM

Dr. Sherlocke,

, HIS
':‘DOEh'ine,Acc'ufat'zons,'&Argum'entatio’ﬂ.
' 'ESPECIALLY

About the Effence of the Univerfal, Nati-
onal and fingle Church, and the pature of Schifm,
‘and the terms of Chriftian Concord. As alfo of my
Diffent from the French, from Bithop Gunning, and
his Chaplain Dr. Saywel/, Mr. Thorndike, Bithop Brane-
“hall, Bithop Sparrow, Mr. Dodwell, ¢vc. on the fame
-Subjelt.

By RICH. BAXTER, not as their Accufer, but‘a
Defender of himfelf and the Proteftants againft other mens
Accufations, who call for the Execution of the Laws againft Us.

Lo NDON,

“Priated for Tho. Parkbur/t,at the Bible and Three Crowns in Cb,,’f, :

fide, near Mergers-Chappel 1681,
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An Account of my Diflent from Dir.
Sherlocke, his Dottrine, Accnfations and

Argumentation, &C.

C H AP 1.
The ‘Hiﬂoricu'l Proem.

SECT. L.
HEN Mr. Dodwell had publithed his old
Letters to me, with his Reply to my Con-
futation of his Schifmatical Book ( which
nullifieth not only the Churches Miniftry,
Sacraments, and Covenant-right to Salva-
: tion, of the Reformed Tran{marine Chrifti-
ans, but,as I think T have proved, of all, or almoft all the Chriftian
World ), Ithoughtit needful, asan Antidote to prevent the death
of Chriftian charity, to publifh alfo the Letters which [had fent to
him, '( the laft of which came not to his hands,becaufe he was gone

into the Country ), and with them my Confideration of hisReply..

But wearinefs of dealing with this fort of men, made me caft it
by about a quarter of a year, and then Dr. Stillingfleer’s Defender,
by infulting and joining in the deceit, perfuaded me to letit go
forth. His words are Pag. 437 Al thefe pretences bave been fo
fhamefully baffled by M- Dodwell ix bis Letters to Mr. B, that no
man neéd concern bimfelf further in that canfe. The fhame of the baf-
fle I fhall bear with thankfulnefs, if it be truth that fhames and

baffles me. My foul would rcjoice by fuch a difcovery to make @

publick recantation. But f that which muft fhame me, be their
dangerous deceit,notorioufly tending to the extirpation of Churche
. x z . 5 .
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Difcipline, and to the deftrudtion of Chriftian Love and Concords
and to engage their Church in the Prefecuting and deftroying of -

the faithful Servants of Chrift, T muft expe& to bear more from” -
fuch'men than baffling and (hame. :

93 The firft QueRion which we are concerned in with this fort
men, is,Whether Nonconformifts deferve to be forbiddes to Preach ..
the Gofpel, and to be, Excommunicated iplo-fatro, and to be fined ..
201, and 40 1. a4 Sermon, andiaid in the Common Gaol with Rogues,
frgm [ix months to fix peonths, till they die 7. .

The fecond Quettion is, Whether their nor Conforming to all the
Covenants Qaths, Declarations,Subfcription and Prattices impofed
o them, be acrime deferving this, (with their not ceafing to Preach - -
the Gofpel )? :

The third Queftion is, Whether it would not be [in (yea hainons -
Jiz) in them fo ta Conform andceafe Preaching ? . ;

of

6. 3. Thefe be the cafes that we have to difpute. We ftifl difclaim
acculing others. We only think we are bound (not sefifting any of
their force) to deny falfe Accufations, and give a reafon of what -
We co, and why we fuffer,rather than againit cur Conftiences obey .
them. - And this we forbore more than (§Ven and feven years,left we

~ fhould ‘exafperate them, while they continued o perfuade the

world (yea our Superiors) that we took not the matters of Con-
formity for any fin, but for inconveniences, They fpoke this, they
preachtit, they wrote it. We wondered, thinking formerly that

¢ were no men called Proteftant Divines that would do thisin
the open light of the Sun, agaipft the vifible evidence of our Wrie
tings, and againft our open Di{putations with them; Petitions to
them, our Proteftations, our pra&icesand our {ufferings; but we
could not deny their fa&?, though they denied ours. We now faw
there were fuch men, and with whom we had to do ; we gave over

- Wondering at fuch as Tympius, Bolfek , cc. They. continued to

make our Rulers believe that we kept up a dangerous Schifm is the
Church, againftthat which we took to'be no fin, mecrly to make
good what we had faid and done,and to avoid repenting Theycalled
outin Prefs and Pulpit for the Execution of the Laws againft us; as -
if our fuffering were yet too light. Our Rulers askt us, 1ijar we -
JHuck azy and what wewsuld bave 2 And when yet we durft not tell
shem, they publifhed us obffinare in adhering to a baffled canfe, when -
G e o . Neige
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we-had nothing to fay for it. And at laft told us how il our Supe-+ -
tiors thought of us for it, and threatned to petition them to com- -
pel us to give in our Reafons of Nonconformity. Would not anin- -
different perfon think all this wasa {ufficient cail and warrant forus -
to fpeak ? But we knew theythat called for it could not bear it,

6. 4. T drew up firft a Catalogue of the matters, and ’fummary ;
reafons of our Nonconformity 3 but on perufal I faw they would
takeit for an accufation of them;and could nof bear it. 1 then drew -
up all our cafe by way of Query,toengage their own confideration.
But when it was done,| faw it made their caufe {o naksd, that they
could not bear it 1 wrote a full Treatife of Epifcopacy as the reafon
of cur not fwearing or fubfcribing to them, and our not becoming
the Purgators of all the thoufands that had {worn it, for not en-
deavouring (by lawful means in their places and caliings) any alte-
ration of the Government of the Chusch. Ithought this alone was

“reafon enough why we fhould rather die than conforms. But I caft -
all thefe by,as perceiving that meas impatience would turn it by ex- -
afperation, to the increafe of their wrath, and of our reproach and
fuffering 3 where Satan hath once got flrong worldly intereft on his

“fide, he hath with multitudes (even of men called Reverend and
Learned) done half his work, and virtually armicd them againft the-
cleareft évidence of truth, and ere&ed a Fort which neither plain
Scripture or reafon, or the common experience of the world, can
batter, till God will do it. But this laft Treatife -(of Epifcopacy)
Mr. Dodwell hath fince drawn out.

6. 5. When my Confcience would endure my filence no longer, -

“againft the will of my advifers, 1 confefs, I ventured nakedly to tell
thofe thatfo carneftly called forit, whatitis that we durft not do 2
'Intending if they bore with that,to give them our Reafors ot Argu-
“ments after. But the thing that 1 feared was the confequent 3 they
thought while we named {o many haivous crimes which we feared
and avoided, that it intimated that they were guilty of them, and
{o we made them Pevjured, Perfidionsy -Perfecuting Villains 3 and the
tempeft of their wrath did prefently affavit us withmultiplied accu-
fations. And whenin any writing we tell thea of their Errors, in
falfe Accufations, or falic Do&rine, or falfe Hiftory 5 they tell us
that we rail and revile them 3 -and-to. manifelt any of their untruths, -
or abufes,or fallacies in arguing,is an intollerable crimejnothing but *
e Tt e
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~to do,l name him only as famed to be the Author, which if he denys

 fign againft Chriftianity and mens Salvation, is to turn Chrifts own

- greed. All the queflion is, Who of themit is, whether this party,
~ or that, or both ? :

C 158) Q
paﬂ.’ion,yage,fury,if aot rebellion or fedition,(by fuch an inference as
[ o Bifhep, no King] or a much worfe. Thus we are fallen into
mens hands that will neither endurs us to befilent, nor after 16 or
17 years filence and provocation to fpeak,and profefs as Dr. Stilling-
fleet, that they gave us not the leaft provocation. 1 have faid all this
before 5 but there is no underftanding any Controverfie without
remembering the matter of fa&t, and the ftate of the queftion.

-§. 6, 1doubted whether I fhould name this accufing-defender,
- !)ecaufe he doth not name himfelf. But uncontrouled fame faying it
is Dr. Sherlock , and it being ufeful to know with whom we have

1 will not affirm.

§.7. Astohis Book, it loudly tells the world, That fuch Confor-
mifts, and the Nonconformifts, are agreed, that the Devils great de-

Offices and Ordinancs, Miniftry and Preaching, againft himfelf,.and
to do his deftru@ive work in the-name of Chrift,and as by his autho-
rity. And thatitisthe Clergy that are become the great dividers
and danger of the Church, and the grand hinderers of Chriftian
%uve, peace and concord, and confequently the danger of Kings
4nd Kingdoms, If one fide think fo of them, this Book of his,and
“many fuch another, tell s, that they thinkfo of others. That the
Clergy are the great danger of the-Land and Church, weare a-

" §.8. One fide faith it is the Puritans, the other that it is the
Payliamentarians 5 now they go by the reproaches of Whiggs and
Tories. \What Whiggs are,] know not, nor whence fo called ; butl
am fore it is the PR-IG’S Pride the father, and Ignorance the mo-
sher by the feed of worldly carnal intereft, that beget the malignant
contention, divifion and cruelty that threasens Church and State.
1 never yet to my remembrance met with a: malignant fierce divi-
ding contender, but he was a man very IGNORANT of the mat-
ters a%out which he raifed trife; and foran JIGNORANT man to
rage and be confident in error, and think that all deferve to be ¢X-
communicate, filenced, laid in Prifons, -or ruined, that.are not o

his mind, or do oppofe him, muft needs be a hainous ove1rvalumgf
4 Sl
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of ‘himfelf; whichis PRIDE. And yet if you Jo but dlifcover their

IGNORANCE, be it never fo grofs, or tell them of any of their
error or fin, the difcovery muft prove that it’s yeu that are Proud,
and they are half jutified by the very naming their fin. And the
Devil hath got a crafty trick to draw them inte fin of fo ,_,(;201:5 a
nature, that he fhall feem to rail that doth but name it to the gunty
Let a man filence never fo many faithful Minilters, or write the
‘moft palpable untruths againft th.m, be raileth that would have
him repent, ortells him of lying or perfecution. , w4

And what but a worldly carnal interefb-could be fruitful feed for
fuch an off-fpring ? whatever fheeps-clothing they wear, the grie-
vous wolves mentioned, 4. 20. are they that make merchandize
of fouls. And whatever plaufible confident Volumes they may write,
and Pulpit-exclamations they may ufe, or what paint foever they
may put on the worft caufe, ‘it is they that ferve sor Chriftbut their
own bellies, whoby goodwords and fair [peeches deceive. the bearts of
the fimple, Rom, 16. 16, 17. Methinks 1 fee the Picture of St. Panl,
and of Diorrephes, or a Pope before mej the latter gnathing his
teeth at all that obey him not,and oppoft his worldly grandure and

dominion, and crying, eAway with biv, crucifie him.. Away with

f‘fﬂbﬂfellow 5 it 8 not fit that be fhould livey 4way‘with thefe pre-
¢3fe Schifmaticks, Hereticks, Phanaticks, to the Gaol, to the Stake,

or Gallows? The other faying as Phil. 3. 18, 19. Isell you weeping,
_ they are enemies to the Crofs of Chrift, whefe God is their belly, who
glory in their [ame, who mind eartbly things = But our-converfation

% in Heaven,

Yea, methinks 1 fee the different cafe of the Twelve,before the ™

Spirit came down on them and after, before (Luky22.) they ase
ftriving which fhould be greateft; and even Perer, Mat. 16. dif-

fuadeth Chrift from fuffering, and perfuadeth him to favour him-

felf and efcape, till Chrift fay, Ger thee bebind me Satan, thou fa-
vonreft ot the things that be of God, but thofe that be of men. But
after they became the [ervants of all, and feck their honour and
reward in humility, and doing good to all, glorying with Paxl in
his infirmities, and becoming all things to all men, and_not accoun-
ting their lives dear, that they may finifh their courfe with joy.

é. o« I intreat all Gods Servants that love his Churches peace
and fafety,to pray earneftly to God to dilcover to us, who they are
thatare thefe Proudyiguorant,worldly, flefuly men thatare the Chur-

cheg.»+
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= Ches plague or danger 3 and that if it be I, and fiich as I, it may
- Mot be unknown to us, and we may not live or die impenitent: For
though the Pindicator in excufe of the Peccavimus of the mutable
Bifhops, by refletion fuppofe me an enemy to repentance; either
- he(whom | never faw) knows me much better than I know my felf,
o or elfe I ftudy, pray and long for a true information and conviétion,
- whichmay bring me to the moft open peccavi or confeffion. I am

l - certain that 1 am ignorant, yea fo ignorant, that I amtempted to
doubt of my own apprehenfions when from the matter I fee no
5 caufe of doubting; but Ican truly fay, That though in hafte.I be
( too negle&iYc of words and circumftantials, I have determined of
few fubftantial caufes of*any great concernwithout many years tri-

- aly as diligent and impartial as I can ufes forty-three years haved
-now ftudied the old Conformity, - and nineteen the new ; and I can
truly fay that 1 take Pride efpecially of our Knewledg or Goodnefs,
~to be fo mad or Diabolical a fin in oné that hath fo vile .and 'pain-
fulabody asl, fo dark an underflanding, and fo bad a heart, that
fo far asI am proud,I am moft unexcufable 3 and I awv fure it is
- conjunét with conftant Je/f-vilifying, and mgns contempt doth feem
- novery unjuft or offenfive thing to me, when it refle@s not on the
Triich atid caufe of Gade: < R+ s Sl 2 aelissda

% .
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§. 16, The Author that T am now to anfwer,is pleafed oft to re-
~ fleét on the Doétrine of the Nonconformiftsy as ifi they Preached a-
} : - gainft Truth and Peaces and yet Ifind.not thae he frevéthit 4 sbor
that they have been thefe nioeteen years accufed upon proof belore
- any* Judicatore of any more ill Do&trine’ thin: the ichief of their
_‘accofers,  For my'own part, I fhould think that the ‘publithing of
* my Do@trine in near Eighty Books (of which three inFolio,) might
allow me to fay, thatin fecret have I [aidnotinng : Ask my writings
What 1hold, If they fay, ¢ is Hirefie, let them proveit. I they
Aay, Difloyalty, let them wead wiy Jecond Pien for Peace ,aadl
~will take it thankfully to fee myerrore But if in malice they will
rake into that which is twenty years revoked, and yet call for Ke-
tralations, or talk tallly of matters of faét, and times, and things,
and perfons which they knew not, let them take their courfe.

i
i
!
:
i
!
|3
{
}
|

¢, 11. But fuppefing that fame is true which makes this Acculer
of our Do&rine tobe Dr. Sherlocke, 1 will firft tell the world what

tranfactions about fuch marters I have had with him, and defire :)0
— : e

i

e N e



£ e8] :
be reproved if I have dealt uncharitably or uncivilly,or erroncouily
*with him, s2n -
Itis not long ago fince he came to me at e4&on (where I lived
When filenced and ejected ), as feemed tome in the garb of a young
man not fixed in his refolutions to conform, ( and therefore I
thought not yet Ordained ), and he told me, That be came to hear
what 1had to [ay againft Conformity ? 1 asked him, Why be askt me
the queftion ? " and whether be werein any doubt 2. and if Jo, of what ?
He would give me no anfwer to any of this, But ke would know whae
Lbad 10. [ay againft Conformity ¢ 1 told him 1 did not ufe to tell men
what I had to fay, Iknew not ivhy, nor without cogent reafonto
{eck to make others of my mind. I thought him a refolved defign-
ing aggreflor, and imagined 1! at his honeft father had made him
confent to come firft to hear what I could fay, and that he ufed this
way of his own to fecure his en’s, But forefeeing that he was like
to go home and fay Mr. Baxter had nothing to [ay againft Conforrs-
7y 3 Itold him why 1 could not own the Erglifh State ot Prelacy,as
unavoidably cafting out the Difcipline of Chrift: He told me, That
he was of Dr. Stillingflecr’s judgmentin his Irenicon, that faith, No
Sorm of Church-Government is of Divine Inflitution. I thought it
ftrange that he that thought fo, could yet fubfcribe to what is faid
of the three Orders from the eApoftles time in the Book of Ordina~
tion. But now how far is thisman changed ? 1 allow him to be wi-
{er fince he writes himfelf D. . and with I could have learnt in 43

years as much as he thinks he hath done fince then.

- 4. 12, After this he publithed a famous Book againft the fuppo«
{ed dangerous Do@rines of fome about Imputation of Chrifts Righ-

~ teoufnefs, and againft mens pretending to acquaintance and marri-

age with Chrift, and many fuch things. A friend of his defired me
to write my judgment of it. I told him, I had rather tell it the Au-
‘thor {ecretly alone. He vouchfafed to come to me. I prefumed to
tell him how he had made odious fome unapt words of a few others,
with words {o much worfe of his own, as feemed to import no lefs
than adenial of our belief in God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft;
but hoping he meant better than he fpake, advifed him by explicati-
on or retraltion to prevent the confequents; and the next day
wrote to him thisLetter following.

¥ ¥isd CHAP.
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CHAP. IL
1o the Rewverend My, Sherlock.

S IR,

T HE freedom which you offered me, encourageth me thus to
tell you more diftin&ly than I could then do in hafte, what
objections againft your Book I think you will be concerned to give
the world fatisfa&tion in. :

1. It will be thought in thefe diftradted times of divifion,to be
no‘torioufly faltious to widen the brezch, and to hinder the recon-
ciliation of minds. And upon my knowledg fome on one fide are
tempted by it to think the hardlier of the Conformifts ; and per-
fons of honour on the other fide that have read it, and underftand
not the Controverfie, think odioufly of the Nonconformifis as fools
ox:Hereticks. Either you would have our divifions healed or not *
1f not——If yea, then either by reconciliation, or by the extirpati-
on of the Nonconformifts. If the firft, you would quench. the fire
withroil. If the latter; you are worfe than an unskilful Chyrurgeon.

2. Youfeem to laya fnare, toinfinuate that againft the Noncon-
formifts which you durft not exprefly charge them with;and fecretly
to perfwade the Reader, thar it is them that you mean throughout.
For you plainly oft intimate that it is fome party, and more than
thofe you name, and you make them to be thofe who have fpoken
againft me (which few of thofe whom youname have done,) And
at the fame time cometh out the Sober Inguiry into the reafons of

e Nonconformifts efteem, ¢c. a Book of the {fame {pirit and ftrain,
charging the Nonconformifis with the fame things, as the Friendly
Debate alfo hath done. Whereas, for oughtI know, tcn to one of
the Nunconformifts (if not forty ) are of my mind in the point in
Controverlie ; and only a few of the Independents, and a very few
others,not well ftudied in the matter, are of their mind whom you
oppofz. And it’s common with the Presbytersan and Epsfcopal Non-
conformifts tofay, that a few of the old Jndependents by their over-
wuch heat againft Arminianifm under pretence of exalting free

grace,. and by their unhappy wording of their Savgy-Ar-

ticle:




ticle of Juftification, have injured the truth and common caufe,

3 Youfeem exceeding partial in your charge,in naming four or

ﬁve»Nancanformiﬂ; as the proper defenders of that Dog&rine which

;hid far greateft part of all the Protcftant Churches have long
€ld.

4. You feem too bold and harfh an accufer of all thefe Prote-
ftants under the names of four or five men. The world knoweth
that the Lutheran Churches, even thofe that in other things fay as
the T7minians do, almoft unasicr oully hold that Do&trine of Im- .
puted Righteoufnefs which you cppote. And that almoft all the
Calviniffs went the fzme way till the Controverfie about the aftive
and paffive righteouinefs managed by Olevian, Urfin, Fifcator,
Parems, and the reft, put aftop to it And that the mo.ﬁ learped
Prelates and Conformifts of Englznd (and moft that write againft
the Papifts ) feem to g0 the fame way. And that almoft all our Vo-
luminous Controverfies againft them, written by the foreign Di-
vines, till lately, run in the fame channel. And that when M'r».
Wotton {et the matter {traiter in London,moft were againft him; and
when Mr, Bradfhaw wrote his Tra@ate for Reconciliation, and
Mr. Gataker in many Writings defended the fqunder way, €ven a.
mong the Conformifts, the moft diffented. And when Fohn Goodwis
rofe up for the fame caufe, the greater part feemed to be againft
him. And when about twenty-five years ago 1 declared my felf for
that middle way in the point, which Bradfhaw and Grotim de Sa-
tisfalt. had opened, many Conformifts as well as others were againit
me;, why did you not then plainly tell your Reader,that it is of old
and of late almoft all the Proteftants that you accufe with fo
much feverity?
. Youfeem to injure the prefent Proteftants by rendring them

*to the Papifts (who join with you in this charge) more erroncous
and more divided than they are. For we all offer to fubfcribe the
fame Articles of Religion; and therefore his Majefty in his Declara:
tion about Ecclefaftical affairs, proclaimeth his difpleafure againft
Dodtor Burgefs his Book (for that was it meant) for pretending
- that we differ in Doérine. And now you would make the world
belicve that we are fo different therein, as t0 be in a manner of two
Religions. _

&. You manage not the real Controverfic in any fuch method,
 as Controverfies are managed by all learned men, or asmay profit

and fatisfe the Reader that would know the truth. You (hould
=7 Y 2 : “have
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have ffited the Queftions accarately,which you would difpute, and
have well openced the terms, and have given us your Arguments..
clearly, and anfwered theirs 5 whereas he that readeth your Book
from end to ¢nd, willnot ealily find what is the true Controverfie,

~much lefs orderly and accurately ffated. And the Arguments of

the Diffenters are moftly pafid by, and Arguments of your own .
are hardly to be pereeived. But inftead of all this, mens words
which found not well, are recited, and they will fay that a fupercili-
ldus continued ftle of fcorn, doth pafs for argument or confytati-
on. Indeed all that you had to do was to have opened in what fenfe
Chrifts Righteon(neft is or is not imputed to us. and the fum of all
the Controverfieis but this, Whether Chrift fulfilled the Law and
fuffered, (not only thereby to merit all that Pardon, Juftification,

. Adoption, Spiritand Glory, which is given by the new Covenant

agyouand I hold 3 but alfo)in the perfon of eachele€ted finner, in-
fenfulegali,(though not in bis natural ‘perfon) fo that we are juftifi-
ed by the Lawof énnocency, andits works, which faith,obey perfett-
lyand live, as having fulfilled it all in and by Clrift ? This you and
Ideny. And how much otherwifc doth Watton de reconcil. Brad-
fhaw, Garaker, Fobn Goodwin, difpute this, than you do as to the

_mode ? To come out after fuch Learned Difputations, and think

that the contemptuous reciting of four mens words fhould do the
bufinefs, will not convince Diffenters.

7. They will callitliver or malignity, that you fali upon that
which is blamelefs with the reft; what error.or harm is in Mr. Vin-

- cents words, when St. Paulhath much the like, 7 have efpoufed you

20 one bwband 5 and the Prophet, Thy maker isthy busband? Flow
did Mr.Watfos offend by allegorizing ? Do you not know that (be-

_ fides the Canmricles, and many other Scriptures)abundance of the

ancient fathers dothe like, and who reproacheth them for it? Al-
moftall of them, I think, fall under this cenfure. And there are
many of Dr. Owens words blamelefs which you blame,to fay no-

18 They will fay it is profane to malke the very words of Scrip-

" ture ufed by them,part of your reproachful recitation ?-and many
‘of them not by them interpreted in any ill fenfe. But if they were,.

the fenfe only fhould have been blamed. And your talk of marrying,
Chrift by the Liturgy and the Ring, will fee m no better ; and againft
the Apoftleas well as them. And you diftinguifh not between the
allegorizers Explication and Applications, Do you think they vfe

{ ] not




