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been tempted into unlawful compliances, or means whicK feemed to" 
them likely to attain i t , and too much to oppofe Liturgies and ' 
Form?, as thinking that they were ufed to mortifie and extin* 
guifii i t . 

The Statefmen that were moft for Progeny and Liberty of the 
Subject, have fome of them been tempted to think thofe Principles" 
and Parties beft that ferved this end: and many were inclined to 
Eraftianifm hereby. 

The great Men of the earth, who are ftill for being greater, 
and abfolute, and unlimited in Power or W i l l , are liable to the 
temptation to be for that Party and Opinion in Religion, which 
ferveth this intereft and end : And when Proteftants will deliver-
them from Papal Tyranny, they are for the Proteftants : And 
when Papifts will promife to make them Abfolute, they think 
by this to win them to be Papiffc, (that i s , to be Slaves to the 
Pope, that they may be Abfolute, and not to be tied to a loving-. 
Fatherly Government', fo much doth fincontradia i t f e l f ! ) 

And i f men once get a ftrong falfe conceit, that allChriftians 
in the world muft have a vifible, unifying Church, power under 
Chrift , and that this is a Council while it fits, and all the BHhopsv 

of the world as oneColledge, when there is no Council*, and fo 
that the t Council of Confiance, and Bafd, and the French Papifcr 
that fet Councils above the Pope, as to the Form of Church-
Government, are in the right y and that the true Reformation 
of the Church lyeth, in getting France and England united in 
the Collegiate or Council-Supremacy, getting thereto abate ( o f 
allow us to forbear) the Sacramentonly in crte kind ^ the Ado
ration of Angels and Saints, Tranfubftantiation, Priefts cekbate, 
and the Latin Mafs: And that thi*Union with the GonCiliar part 
of Papiftsis to be called, The Reformed Religion $ and is the only' 
way to the peace and prefperity of the Church -, I fay, whenthir 
once is rooted in mens minds, what wonder if fo great a thing as 
thefuppofed Intereft % f the Univeffal Church, and ChrMian Re
ligion, do make them think odioufly of all that are jggainft i t , and 
overlook their Piety and Honefty* and vilifie all their Reafcns 
and Defences, and even think it needful todeftroy or ruine them* 
a*a (ervice acceptable to Chrift ? All their thoughts and ftudies 
will run in this channel, to ferve this efpoufed End and Error. 

10. But I have fo far dereaed thefe milkkes in my Book of 
Concord, and anfwered their Accusations in my Apology, £p, -2.3 

that 



that I wil l thither refer the Reader that is willing to know the 
t r u t h , whether D r . Sherlock?, Bifliop Gunning's Chaplain ( D r . 

SaymU) and the reft who diipute in that Mood and Figure, do 
wifely, juftly, and truly ule the mention of the daysot Ufurpa-
tion and the late Wars, and the Treafons of thofe that kiU'd the 
King, as a Topick of that force, as they pretend, for the deciding 
° f - n t h e G o n t roverf ies between the Nonconforming and Confer-
milts ^ and proving it well done to Silence and Imprifon fuch as 
never medled with Wars , i f they wil l not Conform, or ceafe 
their M&if t ry to which they were devoted. 

C H A P . I V . 

Of tie main matter of our Difference, v iz . The ejfential 
Form of the Catholc\, National, and jingle Churches. 

§' i . "fc /[R. Humphrey hath faid fo much on this fubjecT: to D r . 
I V X Sherlocke , as may allow me ta be the briefer : But 

becaule i t is the Foundation-difference, I muftnot wholly let i t 
pas. i 

. I . I t greatly concerns all Chriftians to know what the Catholick, 
that is, the Chriftian Urtiverfal Church is 5 becaufe i t is that which 
every Chriftian muft besnd is a Member of, and i t is an Article 
of our Creed- Had Mr. Thorndtke, Mr. Dodwel, Bifhop Gunnings 
Chaplain, .and tuch others truly defined i t , they had not been to 
be blamed for laying lb great a ftrefs on that Article, and calling 
us all to unite in the Catholick Church. Nor are the Papifts to 
be blamed for doing this, but for a falfc Definition of the Church. 

$2. I t is an Article which I have above thefe thirty years been 
fo much for our belief and careful obfervance of , that it hath not 
been the ieait caufeto aiienaffc me both from French and Italian 
Popery, The Catholick Church,which I believe, is fo much 
greater than that which any of the men forementiened plead for, 
that i cannot cenfent to reduce it to their narrow compafs, and 
turn i t into a S £ a , i f not to deny it and turn i t out of the world, 
as I think tome of them do. And Union and Communion with i t 

(being 
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(being effential to Chriftianity) is another thing, more extenfive 
and more intelligible than thefe Humanifts feign it to be Un
doubtedly the Catholics Church is nothing more or lets than tne 
Chnftian Church as fuch-, that is, AH Chriftians ttmtedto^nlt 
the: Head. I thought the great number of Proteflant-Wnters 
againft Popery, oarticuUrly Dr . Challoner on that Article or tne 
Creed, had put this out of controvert among Proteftants ana 
now it comes to be th? chief of our Controverfies, while we hold 
to the old Definitions of the Biihops and Conformifts, 

$ 3 , I fhall firft briefly, but plainly, explain the Proteftant Do-
&rine, by anfwtring thefe following Qjeftions. 

Queft. i . Whether the Catholiek Chu ch, as in the Creed, and 
as in the Councils, be of the fame fignification ? 

2. Whether the Catholich Church,, as in the Creed, be a Poli
tical Society fpecified and unitecfby its formal Government ? 

3- Whether the Cathoiick Church, as inthe Creed,be vifiblCj 
and how far ? 

4- What maketh a man a Member of the Catholick Church, 
and who are fuch ? 

5. Whether the great Seas of Chriftians now famous in the 
world, be of theCatholick Church, or which of them ? 

And then I (hall confider of M r . Sherlock Biftiop Gunnings, 
Dr . SayweWs. and M r . J)odvpells\and M r . Thorndike's, and fuch o-
thers defcription of the Catholick^ Churchy and of the French Pa 
pifts that are for the Supremacy of Councils. 
Que ft..1. The Cathotck Church,as in the Greed,* neceflfary Article 

of our Faith, is the whole Body or Church of Chrift on Earth 3 

within and without the Roman Empire : And fo it is oft ufed by 
the Fathers and Councils. But by them it is oft taken in a nar
rower fenfe, for all thofe Churches in the Rowan Empire, which 
retained the true Faith, and approved Coinraunionjas diftina from 
Separating and Anathematized Hereticks \ as thtycalld that 
Council Generates the Scots ufe the name of a General Ajfembly in 
their Nation) which was gathered our of all or the molt of ."the 
Roman Empire, though none of the extraneous Churches were 
there, or called to it5 fo ufed they the name of the Catholic^ 
Church, (which I again fay, I have fo fully proved againft Johnfon, 
that I will not repeat.) 

Anft 2 The Catholic\ Churchy ^ m the Cr($dy \% a noble, emi~ 
neov 
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-tfent, Political Society, constituted of Chrift , thefpecifying and 
- unifying Head, and of all Chriftsans his Subjeas, or the Members. 

Where 1 mud teU you, what we mean by a Political Society, and 
^of what fpecies this in queition is. 

They that will be underftood, mud ufe words in the fenfe as 
they are ordinarily ufed by the Matters and Profeffors of the 
A r t or Science which they belong to. The common definition 

.of Politica is, that i t is Legitim* ordinatio Rdfublica fecundum 
auamalii prafmtalii parent: of which three fpecies, Monarchy, 
Ariftocracy and Democrscy are commonly known : of a Mixt, 
there is controvert. I t is fometime taken for the aaion n OTOJJTK 
of thtRettor j fometime for the ipfa Civitas, ml Refpuhlica: for 
-she matter as informed by Reaoral Relation: The people as 
united to a Formal Governing Head, Hence Politic* is Difciplina 
de Reipublica, vel civilis Societatis gubernatione. We have in dis
puting this,noihing to do with the tquivocal loofer fenfes of the 
w o r d : Forfo i t is applied to Monaftical Rules of Life by Con-
t raa \ to Superftitious felf-affliaing Difciplines *, yea, to Bees, 

. Ants, &c* 
A Politie, or RefpubUca, is Chilis or Ecclejiaflica *, of this laft 

JDivines have varioufly and largely written : Hooker and many 0-
thers entitle their Books Of Ecclefiaflical Politie : Spalaterfs very 
iearned Volumes 2,xtde Republic** EcclefiafiicA, (the raoft confi-
derable that ever I faw written,for a middle way,between the rigid 
Papift and Proteftant) The Church hath its true,proper,fpecifying 
and unifying, that is, conftitutive Government: Therefore i t is 
t ruly a political Society. I t is the peculiar kingdom of Chrift . 

The Species then is Monarchical, but tranfeendent: As Chrift 
is God, i t is a Theocracy \ as he is Man, it is eminently humane. I t 
effentially includeth D O M I N I O N , or abfolute Propriety, and 
the greateft Love or Friendship •, and fo is A P A T E R N A L 
K I N G D O M W I T H A B S O L U T E D O M I N I O N 
F O U N D E D I N T H E R I G H T O F R E D E M P T I 
O N , A D D E D T O T H A T O F C R E A T I O N . 

A Polity is formally a Relation, and accordingly to be defi
ned. 

The Catholick Church, as every Political Society, is unutfi 
formate, or per fe: I t is not ens & unum per meram aggregati-
mem, as a heap of fand is one heap, or a t iowd o f men is one 
company : Nor is i t a Community of men in equal relation. I f 

there 
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there be no*- a ̂ / w / Imperans, and a Subdita, and i f 
thefc two be not (as Soul and Body) the ConJi^tmepartsrn isno 
Political Sonny or Republick : and the Regent u the £*-
/br»,W part: I f i t have not O i V £ p^h ^ n o t OA/fc • 
5e««v as Political: I f i t have None, i t is no ^Ime: I f i t have 
nany, i t is many. Every Political Body hath ONE HE AO 
only, that is, Supreme W ^ ' w (fpecifying and Go-
vernour. The various Monarchy, Anftocracy, and tfe-
macracy, crofs not this. In Ariftocracy and Democracy the con* 
ftitution decreeth, how many Voices fliall have the Determining 
Supreme Power:. Perhaps the major Vote, perhaps two third 
parts, perhaps all mull agree. And this Supreme determining Po
wer or Number, is Vna perfona Politica, as in the Senate of Ve
nice y and as was that of Rome, *&c. though they were an hundred 
or thoufand Per/on* naturales : I t is then moft certain, that Chrift 
being a real and eminent Supreme Ruler of the Church, it i$ really 
one Political Society, as informed by Union of the Head and 
Body. 

Queft. But is there any other informing, fpecifying, unifying, S#< 
preme Power to the Cat bolide Church ? 

*s4nfw. As i t was equivocally or limitedly called Catholic^, 
becaufe i t was the whole Imperial Church, fo an accidental Head 
Was fet over i t $ that is, the Emperour, who governed it by 
the Power of the Sword. And he rinding the Churches ufed to 
voluntary Councils for Agreement, turned them into a feeming 
Regiment And Soveraignty: I fay, feeming. For whereas before 
the differing Parties Excommunicated one another as they pleafed : 
Afterward the Emperour joyning his execution by the jSword 
(which was often BanifhmenO to that Excommunication which 
was made by a General Council, this conjunction made i t a fort of 
Regiment •, -though ftill the Church as a Church could but Excom
municate, and fo others might do by the major Vote if the caufe 
were juft, as well as the major Vote might do by the DiiTenters. 
And hence many Expofitors of the Revelations, who think that 
by the rBeafl is meant the Imperid Power, do think that by the / -
mage of the Beafl was meant this new Clergy-regiment of General 
Councils, made up of the Pope and other patriarchs, and the Bi
shops of that Empire. And the Ufe that was put into this -Image, 
was this animating of Excommunications and Anathematizing with 

B b that 
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the ad joyned force of the Sword. But this humane Kingdom, or 
CatholicijChHrcb, was only in one Empire. 

Queft. But was not Excommunicating an AB of Government, and 
confequently a proof of a Regent Supremacy in Councils or Popes f 

Anfw. Both Rulers and Equals may Excommunicate. When a 
Paftor excommunicateth one of his Flock,it is an aft of Regiment: 
when a Bifhop excommunicateth another Bifhop,or one Church an
other Church, or one Synod another Country, i t is but a decla
ration of equals, that they renounce Communion with fuch men. 
Even a Lay-man is bound to avoid an Heretick, nor to bid him 
God freed, and with fuch men not to eat, yea though he were a 
Clergy-man : But this is not an A f t of Government in this Lay
man, butof Self-prefervation and Obedience to God. 

Objeft. But a Minifters Office refpefts all the world, and his Of* 
fee containeth Spiritual Government by the Keys: Therefore whenever 
he exercifeth his Office, he doth it as a Governor, where-ever it be. 

Anfw. Thele things require diftin&er Confiderations: !. TfLe 
Teaching Power is firft to be exercifed to make men ChrifoDiici-
pies, and afterward the Governing-power (asChrift himfelf did.; 
I f you will call Teaching Governing, becaufe i t is done by an Au
thorized xMinifter of Chrift, or by a Nunciative power % then he 
that preacheth a Vilitation-Sermon,governs the Bifhop and all the 
yrefent Clergy. , , 

2. He that exercifeth the Keys on an Equal or .Superior, doth 
i t but ex Authoritate Nuntii, and not Reports E g. I think all 
agree, that Abfolution is the exercife of the Keys y and that a. 
fimple Prkftmay Abfolve a penitent dying Bifhop. Is. he there
fore his Governor? If this were not fo, how lad a Cafe is the 
Pope in, that hath no Superior to Abfolve him? And who (nail 
Ab'folve the Patriarchs, Primates, the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
&c> Muft they be Unabfolved t i l l a General Council do it? 

3 . Hethatuleth the Keys unlawfully, and as a Ruler over thole 
that he hath no rule over, doih but bind himfelf and not ot&em 
he received no fuch power from God : Therefore i t is noaa ot 
power, but i Nullity. Our Judges powei reaches to art the^Coun
ties in England: But yet what they do extrajudicially and extra 
propria* forum, is Null, elfe this Opinion would make every Prie* 
or Prelate a kind of Pope to govern all the world. _ 

4- I t is a known Cafe, that in alraoft all ages Bifhops have muj 
tmWj Excommunicated one another, and Councils Anathematiz^ 
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each other : And at this day agreat part cf theCbnftian world 
do mutually Excommunicate each other, or renounce each other? 
Communion: Are they therefore mutual %uUrs of each other? 
O r rouft we know which is the Regent part before we can know 
the validity of their Qirfes? The Patriarchs (fet up in the Empire 
only, and keeping up a pretended power now the Empire is Cil-
folved) are of feveral Setts condemning one another. 

One of the chief of the Papifts Arguments for the Pope is, That 
he bath Excommunicated other Patriarchs and Kingdoms, and there

fore had the Government of them. . , V 
But then 1. a Sebaptifl that Excommunicateth aU the w o n o , » 

the Ruler of the world : And a Scold that can curfe King ana 
Kingdom, is thereby proved to be their Governour. 2. And me* 
when Diofcortis,Mennat and other Patriarchs did Excommunicate 
the Pope, they were his Governours. The Brittifh and Scott*}** 
Clergy would not eat and drink in the fame houfe with Angnfi*^5 

Ron9ifti Clergy : Doth i t follow, that they took tfaemfelves tor 
their Governours. , 

I have told you what we mean by Politic and a Political Society, 
as diftincY from a multitude, or mere Community. We fpeak in 
the language of all ordinary Politicks, i f our Accufers will take 
Political terms in another fence, if i t be through Ignorance, let 
them learn the Doarine of Politicks, before they fharae themfelves 
by proclaiming their Ignorance to the world : I f i t be (as our new 
Reformers of Logick and Philofophy) by fhewinghow much wifer 
they are than all theMafters of Politicks t i l l now, let them give us 
anewSyftem of Politicks, wi th their proofs and confutations of 
the old. 

111. Whether the CatholkkjChnrch in the Creed be Vifible f 
Anfw. Here are three Anfwers commonly given. I ; Some Pro-

teftants think, that i t is only the Elect,and Sanctified, and ^Adopted 
as fuch, (who (bail all be faved) that are the Catholick Church 
meant in the Creed $ becaufe i t is the Ob)eft of Faith, and there
fore not of fight. 

2. Papifts think it is vifibk fo far as to have a Vifme, Humane, 
Sovereign, unifying G'ovevnmr under Chrif t : About which they 
are (as Bellarmme fully tells us) of three minds (at leaft) a Some 
% , that this Supreme Power is in the Popes 2. Some fay, (as 
the Councils of Pifa , Confiance and Bafil) that i t is in General 

B b 2 Councils; 
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Councils, j . And fome fay , i t is in neither alone, but both a-
greeing, or in a Council confirmed by the Pope. 

j» The true refolution is, that the Univerfal Church is in fome 
refpefts invifible, and in forae v i f ib l ea s a man is invifible as to 
his foul , and vifible as to his body. The form of a beaft, a 
plant, and every living thing is invifible, but the matter is vi
fible, and fo is its Organical contexture but hardly and imper
fectly known by the skilfulleft Anatomift. What other anfwer 
would you give to a Queftionift like one of ours, when he asks, 
whether a tree, a man, a bird be vifible ? The Divine Nature 
and Soul of CJirift is invifible to fuch fenfes as ours. 

The in
ternal faith and holinefs, and the fouls of the Catholicks, are ir?-
%ifible. Chrifts body was vifible long on Earth ; His glorified 
body is now vifible in the Heavens. He will vifibly come to judg 
the world, and be vifible to us for ever. His Univerfal _ Laws 
are vifible: His Officers in their feveral Provinces are vifible : 
The bodies of all the faithful here are vifible: The profeflion ©t 
their faith and holinefs in Baptifm, and holy worfbip, and com
munion, and practice, is vifible. Call i t how you wi l l , thus far 
i t is vifible. I f any will fay, that the King feen ct>t>; by his 
Courtiers, is not vifible to the main body of the Kingdom', 
and therefore the Kingdom is not vifible, they have liberty of 
Phrafe, but we may lawfully fpeak other wife:, but let them not 
pretend, that the difference about Names is the fame as about 
Things. I f Dr . Sherlock, fay again, Give over your fating of ca
fes, "and give us your arguments, let him fcorn on : I ipeak to 
others. 

I V . Queft. What maketh a member of the Catholick. Church ? 
sAnf. This I have io fully opened and proved in my Book 

of €««w^, i th j r t i t irketh me to repeat i t . The foul is the Con* 
flitutive part of man, as Rational and Animate. The body is the ^ 
Conftitutive part of mafi, as Corporeal: Not any body, but a 
humane organized body. So the Souls Faith and Covenant confent is 
the Conftitutive qualification of a Chrlftian, or member of t n e C a ' 
tholick Church, asinvijtble, and known only to God: Andtnc 
Trofefften of the faith and cpnfent to the Baptifmal Covenant, ^ 
the Conftitutive qualification of a Chriftian, or member ot tn 
Church, as vifible. And the regular making of this Comtitu-
$ive profcffion, is by folemn Baptifmal covenanting, which is t c ^ 
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continued by the performance of that Covenant, 

Chrift made the Summary Creed, Mat* 23, 19. I t was quick
ly explained in that called the Apcfties Creed. This (at leaft in-
fenfe) was taught men, and profeft by them, as to k f f t n i and 
Confent, before they, or their Infants, were bapt z-d- Baptifm 
foleranizeth this Content. A l l thus Baptized, were Chriftened. 
A l l Chriftians were Members of Chrift and his Church Catho-
iick. All Chriftians and Church-Members were commanded to 
hear Chrifts Minifters, and live in love and peace with one ano
ther, and thereby to be known to be his Diiciples. That fuch 
meer Baptifm without any more, made men Church Members, 
I fully proved, as aforecited, Concord, lib. 2 / \ ; i 4 2 , Hh 
cap 1, 2, 3, 4. 

V. Queft. What Setts of Chrijlians now in the world are of the 
Catholic^ Church ? 

Anf. This is neceffary to be underftood when the Ganoneers> 
talk of a fupreme Government over the whole Church, and 
that thofe only are of the Church that hold Communion with 
i t , and that this Communion lieth in obedience to "this fupreme 
Government, that i t may be known of what extent they make 
their Catholick Church, and how many they cut off by con
fining it to a Sett 

I . One Sect of Chriftians are the Papiils, who are fo ma
ny , that their deceiving Priefts would make the ignorant be
lieve, that before Luther's time they were all the Chriftian 
world. 

IT. The Reformed Catholicks, called Proteftants, are a Party 
indeed, but deferve not the name of a Sett} for their Religi
on is nothing but fimple Chriftiauity, protefting againft the Pa^ 
pal corruptions : Though their minuter differences have made 
fome called Lutherans, fome Galvinifts, fome Epifcopal, fome 
Presbyterians, fome Independents, and lome Politicians, or Era* 
ftians, to fay nothing, of Anabaptifis (who as they differ only 
in the point of Infant-baptilm , would have been tolerated by. 
fuch as Tertullian and Gregory Naz.ianz.ene, who perfwaded the 
delay of Baptifm *, and by the primitive Chuiches, which for ma
ny "hundred years left all to their liberty when to be baptized? and. 
ftaid t i l l they fought i t ) . 

I l l , t h e 
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HI . The Greek Chriftians are under the Patriarch of Conflan-

ttnople (-having no capacity to call General Councils) : How ma
ny Kingdoms ( o r rather captivated Nations n o w ) are under 
him, you may fee in <Btllon. Obferv. I. i.e. J S . and Brierwood, 
p. i 2 5 . and others. And Thomas a fantto Jefu, among others, 
tells us what their Religion is', as Brierwood alfo doth, p. 127. 
and Pojfevwe de reb. Mofcov. p. *8, 39, &c. 

The Mofcovites I joyn with the Grecians, as being in the main 
o l the fame Religion and Communion, though the Emperor hath 
taken the Patriarchs power to himfelf and his. 

I V . The Chriftians, called Nejlorians, as Travellers have re
corded, are exceeding numerous in a great part of the Eafl, faith 
Briermod, befides the Countries of Babylon, zAffyria, Mefopo-
tamia,Parthia and Media, wherein many are found*, that Sect 
is fpread Northerly, to Cataya \ and Southerly, to India : And 
'Paulus Venetus, a Traveller, tells you of them in many Provin
ces of Tartary, as in Cajfar, Samarcham, Charcham, Chinchinte-
las, Tanguth, Sicchir, Ergimul, Tenduc, Caraiam, Mangi, & C 
Their chief Governing Patriarch is at Muzal in Mefopotamia: As 
to their Religion, their Accufers fay it is the fame with Nefiorm\9 

whom David Derodonde fuppofto hath largely defended as Ortho
dox. But Travellers that have lived among them, tell us, that they 
differ from us in no point of Faith, but only honour the namr of 
Neflorita, and vilifie the name of Cyril, and the Councils of Ephe-
fm, Calcedon, & c And fo are a Seel, but nothing like a HereHe. 

V. The Eutychians, called Jacobites, are a very numerous S?Ct in 
Syria, Mefopotamia, Cyprus, Babylon, Pale (line. Their Patriarch 
refideth in Caramit the Metropolis of Mefopotamia, andcalleth 
himfelf Patriarch of cAntiech (fti\\ named Ignatius) and the Patri
arch of Jernfalem (faith Briermod after many others) is a Jacobite, 
and is under him: The moft impartial Papifts that have converfed 
with them, atteft, that they differ little from the Orthodox, but 
in words about the Eutychianifm, of which they are accufed. 

V I . The Egyptian Chriftians called Cepti, or Copbti, though 
JacobitesyXt a diftin&^Seel; as being under the Patriarch of *A-
lexandria, (reading in Caire And all.'theft Jacobites 
chiefly differ from the Europeans, by honouring the Names oiDi* 
ofcorHSfSevfrttSiZnd Jacob ZaKzalm, and diftlaiming the Council 
ofCalccdon,&lc. 

V I I . Thegreat Empire of thedbajfmes Cyet after the great di* 
minution. 



minution, faith Brierwood, as big as France, Spain, Italy and Ger
many ) though in the main they are Jacobites, have divers diffe
rences, and have a chief Bifhop of their own , chofen by the 
Monks of St. tslnthonics Order at Jerufalem, and confirmed by 
the Patriarch of Alexandria. 

V I I I . The Melchites are of the fame Religion with the Greekj, 
but of a different Sect, under their Patriarch of Ant'ucb living at 
Dama/cm. For there being four pretended Patriarchs of Antioch, 
they head three different Setts: I fay Three , for the Fourth is a 
mere creature of the Popes that perfonates that Patriarch. 

The Writers miftake, that think they took this name to them-
felves. They were nicknamed Melchites in fcorn by the Clcr%y-
Council Zealots, as men that would be of any Religion that the 
King was of ; becaufe they obeyed the Emperour againft the 
Councils. "Boterm faith, They are the greateft Sett of Chriftians 
in the Eaft., 

I X . Tlie Georgians are of the t7rafcjReUgion, but (faith Brier* 
mod) in no fort fubjetl (nor ever were) to the Patriarch of Conftaft-
tinopie \ bat all their Bijloops, being eighteen, profefs obedience to 
their own Metrapolitan, without any higher dependence or relation : 
who yet keepeth his Refldence far off in the Hi l l of Sinai.They are 
the Iberians? between the Buxine and CafpianSeas. 

And their Neighbours the Circajfians and Mengrelians are of 
the Gree\Communion, yet differ from others, (as not Baptizing 
Children t i l l they be eight years old, &c. who by our Prelates 
would be called intollerable Anabaptifts, Vid. Brierwood, c. 17. 
P. I3S > 

X. The Armenians dwell in the Greater Armema(furcomania,) 
and the Leffer Armenia and Cilicia (Carmania.) And having a 
fpecial Patent from Mahomet % (as Poflellm faith) are for their 
Merchandife fpread through the Turkish Empire, The Interior 
Armenia was once under Constantinople but they have above a 
thoufand years been withdrawn from that Patriarch, and the 
Communion of the Greeks ; and as Brierwood faith out of Pbotim 
and Barnnitu, they deteft them more than any Sett of Chriftians. 
And it is not a pageant or fubornation of the Paptfls that wi l l 
prove them fubjett to the Pope of Rome. They obey only two 
Primates^ called Catholickj, of their own : they are fuperftitioufly 
Religious, efpeciaUy inAbftinejice and Fallings. 

X I . The Maronites are counted the leaftSe&of Chriftians, in 
Mount 
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Mount Lybanus, fometimes feeming to fubmit to the Pope, 
and fometime rejeaing him * but being once Monothelites\ which ' 
they have now forfaken. 

The Indian Chriftians (or of St. Thomas) were long Neftorians *, 
and fometimes they fubmit to Rome, and tbmetimenot, and differ 
from them in many things, of which fee Brierwood, pag. 146, 147, 
&c. 

Now, Reader, the Queftion in hand is, Which of all theftftwelve 
Par ties are parts of the CatholickChurch? The Church that I be
lieve containeth all thefe, except the following doubt of the Papifts .* 
A l l of them profefs to beligve -all the Eflfcntuls of Chriftianity, and 
moft of the Integrals. Of the Eleven, none (that 1 can learn) 
hold any Herefie direaly contrary to any EfTential point. Thofe 
which are charged on their Anceftors, I find not only unproved 
as to the prefent Chriftians, but difproved : Jac. de Vetriaco 
cleareth fome: CMaftus, tranflating their Confefliofis, others; 
Thomas a Santto Jefu others*, Pojfcvinc tomztheir own Confef-
fions cited by Baronius, Tretorius, &c. fome. Zago. Zab. Da-
mian a Goas and Godignus much clear the Abajfmes, (though 
much ignorant and faul ty): Brochardm that dwelt among them 
at Jerufalem profeffeth, that thefe Eaftern Chriftians are good 
hirmlels men, neither owning nor knowing the Herefies charged 
on them for their Names *, but men of better Lives and ftri&er 
than even the Religious of theChurch of Rome , and fhaming the 
Europeans. The Arabian Geographia Nubienfis (written by a 
Mahometan) having told us what the Pope is, p. 225. (Jnurbe 
Roma funt <iy£des Regis Papa vocatx, nee eft fupra Papam fuperio* 
ritas in dignitate, & Reges funt inferiores ipfo :) His Publifher a 
Papift, tJMaronitc, Gabriel Sinita (p. 4$ ) confeffcth, Thatall the 
Chriftians in the Eaft do believe in»Chrift the Lord, and the Son of 
God incarnate for mans Salvation, and with the greateft honour 
do &11 reverence his holy Gofpel *, but tells us of fuch things as 
oth r-i had charged on them, (as that the Holy Ghoft proceeds 
only from the Father , that there is no Purgatory, &c. But the 
gre^t thing is, They deny the Primacy of the Pope, Chrift's Vicar on 
Earth, and hate him and his Subjetts. 

The main doubt is of the Papifts, who are the chief condemnors 
of the reft, of whom I have faid 1. As they are a Church in
form d by the Papal Monarchy , they are no Church of Chrift, 
2. as they are Ghriftians, they hold all things efTential to Chri

ftianity. 
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fenity. 3. As they are corrupt Chriftians, they hold manyEr-
rours corrupting Chriftianity. 4. Thofe in whole Minds,Hearts 
and Lives the Truth is predominant age.inft their Errors, as to 
their Love, choice and practice, are faved, and the contrary p > 
r i fh . 

And fo I have fully told what I take for the Catholic\Church. 

C H A P . V . 

V/hat is the Ca tho l ick Church as defcribed by Biflwf 
G u n n i n g , Dr. Saywell, Mr.Thorndike, Mr. D o d w e l l , 
Dr. Sherlock and the French Papjfis. 

§ i . T Wi l l begin with the French, as they differ fronf the Ita-
X Hans and Spaniards', thofe who ftand for the Liberties of 

the Gallican Church: For there are now prevalent, the Jefuus, who 
formerly were banifht,and many as high as the Italians ; but thefe 
are not the Body of their Nation, and are of late reduction. 

Even fuch as Pious Gerfon, who was for a Councils power over 
Popes, yet were wretchedly zealous againft the Reformation: 
Even he was one of the Council at (fonftance, that was for the 
inhuman and treacherous burning of John Hm and Hierome of 
Prague, and the fupprtflion of the Bohemian Reformation. And 
the great Cardinal of Lorrain, that was a refufer of the Council 
of Trent, was a perfecting Suppreffor of the Proteftants. 

The judgment of the moft moderate French Papifls (of whom 
the Statefmen and Lawyers were by far more laudable than the 
Clergy) I cannot better and brieflier give you, than in the words 
of the Preface to Brierwood'% Enquiries, viz. That the Bijhop of 
Rome was the fir ft and chief Bifhop anciently, according to the 
Dignity of Precedency and Order , not by any Divine Inftitntion ; 
but becaufe Rome was the chief City of the Empire. That he obtained 
his Primacy over the Weftern Church, by the Gift and Clemency of 
Pipin, Charles the Great, and other Kings of France : And hath 
no Power to difpofe ofTfmporal things : That it belongethto Chriflian 
Kings and Trinces to c ail Ecclejiajlical Synods, and to eftablifl) their 
Decrees, to make EcclefiaftkalLaws for the good of the Church, re-

C c form 
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firm the Abides therein,and ts, have the fame Power over facred per* 
Jons in caufes Ecclefiaflical,ai was exercifed by Jofias & Conftantine 
the Great, who faid he was Bijhop over the outward things of the 
Church. That-the L*ws thereby their Church ie tt> be coverhed^are 
only the Canons of the more antient Councils, and their own Natio
nal Decrees ; and not the Decretals of the Bijhop of Rome. That 
the conned of Conftance affcmbled by Slgifmund the Emperonr, and 
the commrenteonfent of other Chrifrian cPrmces, decreeing a Gene, 
ral Council to be Superior to the Pope, and correttirg enormous 
Abujes m the Roman Church which yet remain in practice, wa\ a~ 
true Oecumenical Council, avdfo Hkewife the Council at Bafil. That 
the Afjembly ^ Trent Was no lawful Council, and the Canons of it 
rather to be efleemed the Decrees of the Pope , who called and conti
nued it, than the Decrees of the Council: becaufe Bijhops only (con
trary to the pralike of the Council at Bafii) had decifve Votes, and 
the moft were Italian, the Popes Vaffals ; and nothing was determined, 
that was not *? Rome fore-determined by the Pope : That the Sacra
ment of the Lords Supper ought to be adminifired in both kinds, and 
at leafla great part of Divne Service to be performed in the vulgar 
tongue~\. 

But the higher fort derive the Papacy from Peter, and receive 
the Council of Trent, and give decifive Votes to Bifliops .only 
and prevail to continue the Abufes of the Liturgy and Sacra-
sneuts to this day. 

By thefe Principles i t is apparent, that the moderate French
men take not the Catholick Church which is under the Pope, to be 
the Catholick Church of all the world •, but the limited Catho-
Jick Church of one Empire, by whofe power they fuppofe i t 
ftands. Thefe were the Learned Followers of the great and ex
cellent Chancellor of France, Michael Hofpitalins, fuch as the 
great JacThuanus, and very many more impartial men of rare 
Learning and univerfal Love: But the Clergy (being in that 
Kingdom much left in that point to their private fenfej do fome of 
them take all Chriftians, even of the Seels forementioned, for the 
Catholick Church: But the higher fort yet confine i t to thofe that 
are fubjea to the antient General Councils, of which they ac
knowledge the Pope to be the ordinary Caller and Prefident. 

$. 2. I . What Archhifliop BramhalPs, Grotius's, Dr . Peter 
&)tm7s, Bifliop Sparrow's, Bi/hop Gunning's, Mr. Ihorndike's, 

and 
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and fiich others Judgment is of the Gathoiick Church, I /h#ll 
give you in their own words, whenever I have a juft call fo to 
do. In the mean time I (hail tell you out of Mr. Dedwell, Bi« 
fhop Gmnings Chaplain, Dr . Saywell, and this young Dr. Sher
lock &c. how they notifie the judgment of their party, which 
they call the Church of England. 

$ 3. I I . And I have before fhewed you, that Mr . Bodwell takes 
the Catholick Church to be not only fuch Chriftians as are under 
one Vifible, Supreme Ecclefiaftical Power under Chrift overall the 
Church, but alfo to be confined to thofe that have aSucctflion of 
Diocefans Ordination uninterrupted from the days of the Apoftks. 
But becaufe he knows,that no man on earth can be fo ikili 'd in H i -
ftory, as to be fure of any fuch uninterrupted Succtffion, there
fore he. is forced to acquiefce in a prefumptive Title. For indeed 
how fhould all Bifhops and Priefts in the world know, that every 
Biftiop was canonically or lawfully Ordained by another Bifhop fo 
ordained, to this day ? 

1. Muft i t t>e by Hiftory ? There is no Hiftory extant that 
givethus any fuch Catalogue of Ordainers. I that was ordained 
by Bifliop Thornborough, never heard fo much as who ordained him, 
much lefs how he and all upward were ordained : And many 
Councils exprefly nuliifie the Epifcopacy of thofe who are our 
Ocdainers, becaufe choien by the Magiftratcs without the confent 
of the Flock and Clergy. 

2. I f we muft know it by Verbal Tradition, whither fhall we 
go to find the Traditors that will witnefs this uninterrupted Suc-
ceflive Qrdin-' of every Bifhop in the Church \ or that wi l l 
take his Oath of it? 

5. I f wenyuft know it by Infpiration, or other Revelation, 
How fhall others know that fuch Epifcopal Fanaticks are not de
ceived? 

I undertake to prove, That 1. almoft all the Churches on earth 
have had an interruption of Canonical Diocefan Ordination. 
2. That no one on earth can prove that they have fuch a thing. 

That the Church of Rome hath certainly had many notorious 
Interruptions. 4. And fo hath the Church of England, whofe 
derivation is from them. 5. And therefore Mr . Dodwell's Catho
lick Church may be brought into aNutfhel ; yea it is none, or 
utterly uncertain in the world ; and therefore invifible and unintel-
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ligibk -j no man being able to prove that there is fuch a thing on 
Earth. 

And his cement being their fubjeaion to thofe Councils, which 
moft of thefe forefaid parties condemn, he (huts out all the faid 
parties-, and who they be of his little invifible Catholick Church, 
and whether the French, the Spaniards, the Italians be any part 
of i t , I defpair of fudden knowing: But that the French pro-
tc ft ants, and the reft of the Reformed are none of i t , and that far 
molt ot the Chriftian world are none, he nukes us know. 

$4 . I I I . Mv.Thorndike in one place tells us, Thathe rnaketh 
not Obedience to the particular Canons nece/Tary, but only to the 
Authority that made them, (for they may alter them) a,ndfoto 
the Canons, t i l l they alter them. And this Authority is One 
Univerfal Viiible-Governing Church in a General Council, or 0-
therwife notifying their Decrees or Laws. 

4 5* I V . Bifhop Gunning faith, It is a Colledge of Bifhops of all 
the Churches that are the Supreme Government under Chrift of 
the Vifible Univerfal Church, and our concord lyeth in obeying 
them, which he that doth not is a Schifmatick. But how we fhail 
fend to them all over the world, and gather their Votes, and know 
we have them, &c. I defpair of learning: And as much am I to 
feek, whether yet we have not Church-Laws enough without the 
further Laws of this Colledge ? And how and where their new 
Laws muft be made ? Together or afunder ? And how it fhall 
fce known, which are valid and which not ? ( A ^ ' i n what ca&s 
they exercife Judicature ? Whether an Efer r*cK, i 3 perjured 
rerfori,or an Adulterer, muft go to Abaffia, Mexico^CmfminopU, 
yea or Rome, to be heard ?.nd judged, and to all the Biuhops in the* 
world ?- And muft take all -his Witness with him ? Or whether, 
as the Papifts when they have told the people, that they pjuft .be
lieve the Scripture to be God's word , becaufe the Catholick-church 
faith it is fol and in the uplhot mean, becaufe the Parifb-Prieji or 
£ifiop faith fo; hit wil l not here come to that at L i t , that it is 
the judgment of the ParihVPrieft or Biftop that we rouft obey^ 
as the judgment of theColkdg ? 

§ 6. V, His Chaplain Dr . Saywe!l(wh9m I have reafon to take 
for his Expofitor)doth make his Univerfal Church to beoneGo-

vernm 
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verning Power , from which all inferiours muft receive Laws: 
pag. 84. [/believe thetholy Catholick Church"] cannot be truly pro-

f e f f e d , unlefs we live in her communion, and pay all Obedience and 
Subjection to her Lam. And to this purpofe there have been Six 
General Councils univerfally owned and received. ~\ 

But 1. I have earneftly detired and fearcht to know the proof 
of fuch a Legiflative univerfal Power, and I cannot find i t . 

2. I fuppole he knoweth that the Ncftorians, Jacobites, Abaf-
'fines, and moft of the twelve great Setts of Chriftians before-
mentioned, renounce fome of his fix Councils : fome, that of Ephe-
fus 1. and fome that of Calcedon, &c. And it was a perillous 
renunciation of that at Confianttnople de tribus capitalis, that Italy 
i t felf once made. 

3. And how (hall any mans Confcience be fatisfied by any thing 
like proof and reafon, that juft thefe fix Councils had a Supreme 
Legiflative Power binding all the Univerfal Church? And that 
the fecond Council at Ephefus, the Yevcnth or fecond at K(jce, the 
eigth, the ninth, the tenth, the eleventh, &c. had no fuch Supreme 
Power ? What! Did the Catholick Church dieorceale after the 
Sixth General Council? Shall we turn Seekers? Or where was 
i t at the time of thefeventh, eighth, ninth, I f it was inter
rupted, we are all unchurched, fay thefe men. How could i t be 
known, or where was it for about a thoufand years after? And 
how fhall we ever know when the Authority of Councils revived, 
or will revive? Were wot Con fiance and 2?,*/i/-Councils your 
Church ? If not,, where was i t then? and how fhould all Chri
ftians know it and obey it? 

It's doleful to ihink on what accounts all thefe ejrpett that all 
Chriftians Confciences fliould be fatisfied ! Yea, on what account 
they write and talk fo fervently for the Magiftrate to punifli u<; 
as Dr . Saywell, and his Lord, and Mr. Dodwell himielfj with aft 
his humility doth ; taking Magiftrates for Atheifts, or contem
ners of Religion, that will not punifh us. That they dare truft 
to the Sword, and call for yet more punifhment of us, when 
they give us no better means of convittion, but condemn us as 
Schifnuticks, for rot being Schifmatkks that cut off nof t of the 
Cathoiick Church, for not obeying they know not whom or what. 
Kor can any of them teH u«, how to know Wnat or whom. Only 
w e know i t muft be fone Sett of Prelates t in t cut off the reft, and 
tail themfelves the Univerfal Church, r.nd ufurp a power proper 

to 
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•to Chrift and the Holy Ghoft in the Apoftles, to make Laws 
tor ail the Church on Earth, and to be the governing judg of 

v B u t h e feems to be of a larger Communion, when pag. 3 44, 
345. he (aith, We are in Charity, and hold Communion with all 
good Chriftians (excepting, as above excepted, the fundamental cor-
ruptions of the Jefuited part of the Roman and other Churches) 
throughout the world. 

But 1. The doubt is, whom you will take for good Chriftians 
in your degree of Charity. 2. And whether the Church of 
Rome, excepting the Jemited par t , be certainly more worthy 
©f your Charity and Communion than the Reformed Chur
ches ? 

I t is evident, that you take none to be in your Communion, 
- i . Who take not a thing, c a l l e d ^ Vniverfd Church, to have 
a LegifUtive and Judicial fupremacy over all Chriftians. 2 And 
who profefs not fubje&ioo to that fupremacy and obedience to 
its Univerfal Laws. 3. And that muft be, at Ieaft, to rhe fix 
f i r f t General Councils. Now 1. You know , 1 fuppofe, that 
mcft of the Chriftian parties difown fome of thofe Councils, 
and the power that made them. 2. That mo ft of the Chrif t i , 
an world confine their government and obedience to their feve-
ral Seels, and profefs no obedience to the Colledg, or, majo
rity of Bifliops in the world. The Greeks confine their obedi
ence to their, party *, and the Armenians to their-Catholick Bi-
ihop, and the Georgians to theirs, and the Vsfeftorians and Ja
cobites to their feveral pretended Patriarchs, as aforefaid. So 
that you renounce Communion with thefe, as no good Chrif t i 
ans. 3. And you know, I luppofe, that the Proteftant Chur
ches of England (till your party took that name), of Scotland, 
Ireland, France, Be/gia, Germany, Tranftlvania, Hungary, Swe
den, Denmark,, own no fuch Church at all as you talk of, viz.. 
One fupreme univerfal governing Colkdg or Council. Read 
Luther de ConciUis, and i t will tell you, how far he was from 
i t . I f M r . Morrice wil l read i t , perhaps it may find him more 
fuch work as he finds againft me. 

4« And do you not make your ftlves Schifmaticks, in hold
ing Communion with Schifmaticks? Mr. Dodwell and others Of 
you fay, that he is a Schifmatick who communicateth with Schif
maticks. The Church of Rome (before ever there was a Jefuit 
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