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been tempted into unlawful compliances, or means which feemed 6™
them likely to artain.it, and too much to oppofe Lijurgies and

Forms, as thinking that they were ufed to mortifie and extin< -
guifh it,

The Statefmen that. were moft for Property and Liberty of the

Subje&t, have fome of them been tempted to think thofe Principles
and Parties beft that ferved thisend: and many were inclined to
Eraftiani/m hereby. : Bl

- The great Men of the earth, who are ftill for being greater;”
and abfolute, and unlimited in Power or Will, are liable to ghc'
temptation to be for that Party and Opinion in Religion, which
{erveth thisintere® and end : And when Proteftants will deliver-
thém from Papal Tyranny, they are for the Proteftants : And
when Papifts will promife to make them' Abfolute , they think

by this to win them to be Papifts, (that is, to be Slsvesto the -

Pope, that they may be Abfolute, and not to be tied ‘to a loving-
Facherly Government ; {o much-doth fin contradi@ it felf 1)

And if men once get a ftrong falle conceit , that all Chriftians
in the world muft have a vifible , unifying Church- power under
Chrifty and that this is a Council while it fits, andall the Bifhops~
of the world as one Colledge, when there is no Council  and fo
that the Council of Conffance, and Bafily and the French Papifts’
that fet Councils above the Pope, as to the Form of Church-
Government, are in the right 5 and that the true Reformation
- of the Church lyeth, in getting Erance and England united in’

the Collegiate or Council-Supremacy, getting them to abate (or

allow us -to forbear) the Sacramentonly in-orte kindy -the Ado-
ration of Angels and Saints, Tranfubflantiation, Pricfts celebate,’
and the Latin Mafs : And that thisUnion with the Conciliar part’
of - Papiftsis to be called, The Reformed Religion 3 and is the only’

way to the peace and profperity of the Church, I'fay, when this -

once is rooted in mens minds, what wonder if fo great a thing as
the fuppofed Intereft ‘of the Univerfal Church; and Chriftian Re-
ligion, do make them think odioufly-of all that axezgainft it, and

overlook their Piety and: Honefty, and vilifie all their Reafons

and Defences, .and even think it needful to deftroy or ruine  themy
asa fervice acceptable to Chrift?  All their thoughts and fudies
will run in this channel, to ferve this efpoufed-End and Error.

¢. 10. But I have fo far detefted thefe miftzkes in my Book of
Concord, and anfwered their Aceufations in my Apalogy, [p. 9277
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that 1 will thither refer theReader that is willing to know ‘the

‘truth , whether Dr. Sherlocke, Bithop Gunning’s Chaplain (Dr.

~Saywell ) and the reft who difpute in that Mood and Figure, do

wifely, jultly, and truly ufe the mention of the daysof Ufurpa-
tion and the late Wars;” and the Treafons of thofe that kill’d the

- Ring, asa Topick of that force, as they pretend, for the deciding:

o({;h:: Controverfies between the Nonconformifts and Confor-
mills; and proving it well done to Silence and Imprifon fuch as
never medled with Wars , if they will not Conform, or ceafc

. their 'Miﬂi&ry‘to’ which they were devoted.

“CHAP. 1V.
Of the wain matter of our Difference, viz. The eﬁéﬂﬁd'l

Form of the Catholek, National, and [ingle Churckes:

4. 1. MR Humphrey hath faidfo much on this fubjeét ro Dr.

A Sherlocke ,” as may allow me to be the briefer: But
‘becaufe it is the Foundation-difference, I muftniot whetly let it
pals,. o )} 253909 =0 ayods slixaue Il Ll

.1, It greatly concerns all Chriftians to know what the Catholick,
that is, the Chriftian Univerfal Churchis 3 beeaufe it is that which

- every Chriftian muft be nd is a ‘Member of, and it isan Article

of our Creed. Had Mr. Thorndike, M. Dodwel, Bithop Gunuings

- Chaplain, and fuch others truly defined it, they had not been to

be blamed for layingfo great'a ftrefs on that Article, and calling
us ail to unite in the Catholick Church. Nor are the Papifts to
be blamed for doing this, bur fora falfe Déﬁﬁition of the Church.

§ 2. Itis an Article which T have above thefe thirty years been
fo much for our belief and careful obfervance of; that it hath not .
been the lealt cauft to alienae me both from French and Italian
Pope:y. . The Catholick Church, which T believe,” is {o much
greater than that whicheany of the mén-forementioned plead for,
that I canriot confent to reduce it to their narrow compals, and
1urn itinto.a Seét, if not to deny it and turn it out of the world,

. ag | think fome of them do, *And Union and Communion withit

(being




‘ 1837 |
(being effential to Chriftianity) is another thing, more extenfive
and more intelligible than thefe Humanifts feign 1t to be. u:_
‘doubtedly the Catholick Church isnothing more or.]cfs :hanht e -
Chriffian Church zs {uch 3 that is, Al Chriftians wnited to Cl riff
- the Head. 1 thought the great number of Pr’oteﬂar}t-Wute}:s
againft Popery, particulatly Dr. Challoner-on that Article of t g.
Creed, had put this out of controverfie among Proteftants ; and
now it comes to be ths chief of our Controverfies, whilewe hold -

to the old Definitions'of the Bifhops and Corformifts.

$-3+ 1fhall firft briefly; but plainly, explain the Proteftant Do- -
&rine, by anfwering thefe following Queflions. y
 Quef, 1. Whether the Catholick Chuch, as in’ the Creed, and
as in the Councils, be of 'the fame fignification? '
2. Whether the: Catholich Church, as in the Creed, be a Poli-
“tical Society fpecified and united’by its formal Government ?
3. Whether the Catholick Church, as inthe Creed;, be vifible,
and how far? - s : plakEEl : :
4. What maketh a man a Member of the Catholick-Church;
and who arefuch? = 2 :
§- Whether the great Se&s of Chriftians now famous in the -~
world, be of theCatholick Church, or which of them 2 e
And then I fhall confider of Mr. Sherlock’s, Bithop Gunning’s, -
Dr. Saywell’s, and Mr: Dodwells’;and Mr. Tharndike’s,and fuch o-
thers defcription. of the Catholick, Church , and of the French Pa- -
‘pifts that are for the Supremacy of Councils.
Queft.1. The Cathafick Church,asin the Creed;a neceffary Atticle:
of our Faith, is the' whole Body or Church of Chréff on Earth, -
‘within and without the Roman Empirez- And {o it is oft ufed by -
the Fathers and Councils. = But by them itis oft taken in a nar-
rower fenfe, for all thofe Churches in the Roman Empire, which
'retainéd the true Faith, and approved Communion as diftinét from -
-Separating and- Anathematized Hereticks 5 as they calld - thae
Council Gereral(as the Scots ufe the name of a General Affembly in
their Nation) which was gathered out of all or the mott of the
Roman Ewpire, though none’of the extrancous Churches were -
there, or called to ity fo ufed they the name of the Catholick
Churchy (which T 2gain fay, I have fo fully preved againk Fohnfon, -
that I will not repeat.) - : : ;
Anf, 2 The Catholick. Churchy-asin the Creed;-isa noble, emi-
: : nenty -

g /\M >




~snent, Political Society, conftituted of Chrift, the fpecifying and
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-unifying Head, and of all Chriftians his Subjeéts, or the Members.
Where | muft tell you, what we mean by a Political Society, and
-of what fpecies this in queltion is,

“They that yvlll be underftood, mult ufe words in the-fenfe as
they are ordinarily ufed by the Mafters and Profeffors of the
-Art or Science which they belong to, The common definition
«of Palzt{c'ﬂ is, that it is Legitima ordinatio Reipublica [ecunduns
quam alis prafunt alis parent : of which three [pecies, Monarchy,

Arxﬁqcracy and Democrzcy are commonly known: of a Mixt,
‘there is controverfie. It isfometime taken for the aftion 7% woai7s
of the Reétor 5 fometime for the 4pfa Civitas, vzl Refpublica: for
»the ‘matter as informed by Redtoral Relation: The people as
united to a Formal Governing Head, Hence Politica is Difciplina
de Reipublica, vel civilis Secietatss gubernatione. We have in dil-
puting this,noihing to do with the equivocal loofer fenfes of the
word : Forfo it is applied to Monaftical Rules of Life by Con-
tract ; to Superftitious felf-affliting Difciplines 3 yea, to Bees,
_Ants, €50

A Politie, or Refpublica, is Civilis or Ecclefiaftica 5 of this laft
-Divines have varioufly and largely written : AHooker and many o-
thers entitle their Books Of Ecclefiaftical Politie : Spalaterfis very
learned Volumes are de Republicd Ecclefiafticd , (the moft confi-

‘derable that ever I faw written,for a middle way,between the rigid
_Papift and Proteftant) The Church hath its true,proper,fpecifying

and unifying, that is, conftitutive Government : Therefore it is

truly a Pokizical Society. It is the peculiar Bingdom of Chrift.
The Species then is Monarchical, but tranicendent: As Chrift
is God, it isa Theocracy 5 as he is Man, it is eminently bumane. It
effentially inclodeth D O M IN1 O N, or abfolute Propriety, and
the greateft Love or Friendfhip; and fo is A PATERNAL

KINGDOM WITH ABSOLUTE DOMINION

FOUNDEDIN THE RIGHT OF REDEMPTI-

ON, ADDED TOTHAT OF CREATION.

A Polity is formally a Relation, :nd accordingly to, be defi-
ned,
The Catholick Church, as every Political Society, is nnumw

formale, or per fe: It is not ens & unum per meram aggregati-

onem, as a heap of {and is oe heap, or a crowd of men is o€
company : Ner is if 2 Community of men in equal rclanon.hclf
N LK : a o thare
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thefe two be not (as Soul and Body) the Conflitntive parts it isne-
Political Society or Republick :"and the Regens part is the In-
forming part : Ifit have not O N E R ggent part, 1t:1s not ONE:
Society as Political = If it have None, it is #o Politie If it have
many, it is'many. Every Political Body hath OV E {-IE’AD
only, that is, Supreme (onflitutive (. fpecifying and wunifying ) Go-
vernour, The various fpecies, Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and De-:
macracy, crofsnot this. In Ariftocracy and Democracy the'cqm
ftitution decreeth, how many Voices fhall have the Determining.
Supreme Power:. Perhaps the major Vote, perhaps two third
parts, perhaps all muft agree.  And this Supreme determining Po-
wer or Number , is Una perfona Politica, as in the Senate of Ve-
#mice, and as was that of Rome,” &c. though they were an hundred
or thoufand Perforre naturales : Itis then moft certain, that Chrift
being a real and eminent Supreme Ruler of the Churchyit igreally.
%nedpolitical Society, as informed by Union of the FHead and
dy.. o= g .

: [18sT]
there bz not a pars Regens vel Imperans 5 and a pars Subdita; andif - 3
\’
|
|

Quelt. But isthere any other informing, Jpecifying, unifying, Sw:
preme Power tothe Cat’olick Church ?

eAdnfw. As it was equivocally or limitedly called (atholick ,
becaufe it was the whole Tmperial Church, fo an accidental Head
was fet over it j that is, the Emperour , who governed it by
the Power of the Sword. And he finding the Churches ufed to
voluntary Councils for Agreement, turned them into a feeming
Regiment and Soveraignty : 1 {ay, feeming. For whereas before
the differing Parties Excommunicated one another as they pleafed :
Affte_rward the Emperour joyning his execution by the Sword
(which was often Banifhment) to that Excommunication which
was made by a General Council, this conjunétion made it a fort of
Regiment 3 though Rill the Church as a Church could but Excom-
municate, and fo others might do by themajor Vote if the caufe
were juft, as wellas the major Vote might do by the Diflenters, |
And hence many Expofitors of the Revelations , who think that |
by the Beaft is meant the Imperssl Pewer , do think that by thel- 1
mage of the Beaft was mcant this new Clergy-regiment of General
Councils, made up of the Pope and other Patriarchs, and the Bi-
Thops of that Empire. And the Jife that was put into this Image,

- Was this animating of Excommunications and Anathematizing with 1
Bb thag g
|
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" the adjoyned force of the § ' :
. ' word. ngi
C mgil ’?} e e bl inozne Eggitr;ehts humane Kingdom, or
ueft. But was not E B 54
| : STRNealy s Broof sf :f'zzr::tné?t::ﬁ;n At of Go_;uernmmt, and
P “:" fw- Both Rulers and Equals fna Ey T P%L?
altor excommunicateth one of hi Fly kxcqmmumcate. i
when a Bifho : is Flock,it isan ad of Regiment:
: p excommunicateth another Bifh
other Church, or one Synod anoth r Bithop,or one Churchan-
| ration of equals, that tl?ey re?xz?s;c?g ountry , it is but a decla:
| léven a Lay-man is bound to aveid an ?_tlnmupxon w1th_fucl}dm€n.
; od [peed, and with fuch men not ¢ eretick, nor to bid him
i Clergy-man : But thisis notan Aé’? ?aé, Sisy though A Ko 3
| mag, butof Self-prefervation and Ob:dien(;zetr: “(]}?5 B0
‘ bjek. But a Minifters Office refpecis all the wir Lt and b OF-
fice containeth Spiritnal Government by the Keys: T 2L e
be excergiferh his Office, be doth it as ayGo;",:ay,f : ]f erefore w_l:ebr;ewr
TAnf'w' Thefe things require diftinéter Conéczt::;oinz{r zI The
caching Power is firft to be exercifed to make men Chrifts Difci-
{)les, and afterward the Governing-power (as Chrift himfelf did.)
f you will call Teaching Governing, becaufe it is done by an Al;-
:g::?zsg chlginlilﬁer p_f C!lriﬁ, or by a Nunciative power,?then ‘he
etk Et éle :é : .a Vilitation-Sexmon,governs the Bithop and all the'
_“ 2. Hethat exercifeth the Keys onan Equal Supeti
itbut ex Authoritate Nuntii , a¥1d not R,?}‘;i,':r ,_%l{pge.r;cltginc‘]‘o;g
2“5’”%‘*.’“ Abfelution is the exercife of the Keys; and that 3,
mple Pricft may Abfolve 2 penitent dying Bifhop *Is he there-
fore his' Governor? If this were not {o, how fad 2 Cafe is the
Popeiin, that hath no Superior to Abfolve him ? And who fhail
Abfolve the Patriarchs, Primates, the Archbifhop of Canterbury
&c? Mudft they be Unabfolved 111l a.General Couuocil do it ? :
3. He that uleth the Keysunlawfully, and-asa Ruler over thofé
ﬂ_‘a’t‘ hg h‘“‘th norule over, doth but bind himfelf and hot otherss
, kt;':ncei\;ed no fuch power from God: Thereforeit is noact of
i - fo wer, but a Nullicy.  Our Judges powe: reaches to all the Coun~
s m Eﬂg’_tmd ¢ Butyet what they do extrajudicially and extr4
Proprium forwm, is Null, elfe this Opinien would make every Prieft
W‘fﬁ'}'a\gg a kind of Pope to governall theworld. + &
4. Itis a known Cafe, that inalmoft all ages Bifhops: have mu-

‘f"‘?“?ﬁﬁéommmicat_éd one another, and Councils: Anathematizeg
3 €ac
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eich other = ‘And at this day a great part of the Chriftian world
do mutvally Excommunicate each other, or renounce each others \
Communion : Are they therefore mutual R wlers of each other? ‘
Or muft we know which is_the Regent part before we can know
the validity of their Curfes? The Patriarchs (fet upin the Empire
only, and keeping up a pretended power now the Empire is dif-
folved) are of feveral Se&ts condemning one another. :

One of the chief of the Papifis Arguments for the Pope is, That
be bath Excommunicated otber Patriarchs and Kingdoms and. there-
fore bad the Government of them. : i

But then 1. a Sehaptiff that Excommunicateth all the wo! d,is
the Ruler of the world : And a Scold that ‘can curfe Kin§ 80¢
Kingdom, is thereby proved to be their Goveraour. 2. And !
when Diofcorss, Menna, and other Patriarchs did Excommunicaté
the Pope, they were his Governours. - The Brittifh and Scot?
Clergy would not eat and drink in the {ame houfe with Augaftines
‘Romith Clergy : - Doth it follow, that they took themfelves for

their Governours. = L 203
I have told you what we mean by Politie and a Political Socsety,

as diftin@. from a mulritude , or mere Community. We f;_)eak in
the langaage of all ordinary Politicks. If our Accufers will take
Political terms in another {ence, if it be through Ignorance, let
them learn the Do&rine of Politicks, before they fhame themfelves
Aby‘.ptodaimmizh:itf Ignorance to the world = Ifitbe (as our new
-Reformers of Logick and Philofophy) by fhewing how much wifer
they are than all the Mafters of Politickstillnow , let them giveus
a ‘Few dSyﬁem of Politicks, with their proofs and confutations of
‘the Ol .

11L Q. Whether the Catholick Chnrch in the Creed be Vifible?

Anfw. Here are three Anfwers commonly given. 1. Some Pro-
teftants think, that it is only the Elef?,and Sanctified, and eAdopted
as fuch, (who fhall all be faved) thatare the Catholick Church
meant in the Creed ; becauft it is the Object of Faith, and there-

- forenotof fight. = - ' if .

2, Papifts think itis vifible fofar as to have a Vifible, Humane,
Sovereign, unifying Governonr under Chrift : About which they
are (as Bellarmine fully tellsue) of three minds (at leaft) . 1; Some
fay, that this Supreme Power is in the Pope; 2. Some fay, (a5
the Councils of Pifs , Confbance and Bafil) thas it is inGeneral

: Bb 2 ~ Coungdl
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Councile. 3. And fome fay, it is in ncither alone, but both a=
greeing, or in a Council confirmed by the Pope.

3» The true refolutionis, that the Univerfal Church is in fome
re.fpe&s mvxﬁble,_ and in fome vifible 5 as a man is invifible ast®
his foul , ‘and vifible as to his body. The form of a beaft, a
plant, and every living thing is invifible, but the matter is Vi
fible, and fo is its Organical contexture but hardly and imper-
fedtly known. by the skilfullef Anatomift. \What other anfwer
‘would you give to a Queftionift like one of ours, when he asks,
whether a tree, a man, a bird be vifible ? The Divine Nature
and Soul of Chrift is invifible to fuch fenfes as ours. The in-
Jgrna} faith and holinefs, and the {ouls of the Catholicks, are in-
¥ifible. = Chrifts body was vifible long on Earth; His glorified
body is now vifible in the Heavens, He will vifibly come to judg
‘the world, and be vifible to us for ever. ~His Univerfal Laws
‘are vifible : His Officers in their feveral Provinces are vifible :
“The bodies of all the faithful here are vifible : The profeffion of

- their faith and holinefs in Baptifm, and holy worthip, and com-

munion, and practice, is vifible, - Call ‘it how-you will, thus far
it is vifible. If any will fay, that the King feen oniy by his
Courtiers, is not vifible to the main body of the Kingdomj
-and therefore the Kingdom is pot vifible, they have liberty of
Phrafe, but we may lawfully fpeak otherwife:. butlet them not
spretend; that the difference abeut Names is the fame as about
Things, 1f Dr. Sherlack fay again, Give over your flating of ca-
fes, and give s your arguments, let him fcorn on: I ipeak to
others, ol :

1V. Queft. What maketh a member of the Catholick Church ?
eAnf. This'l have fo fully opened and proved in my Book
of Concord, rthat it-irketh me to repeat it.  The foul is the Cor-
fhitisive pare of man, as Rational and Animate. The body isthe
Conftitutive part of man, as Corporeal :  Not any bady,,_but 2
 bumane organized body. Sothe Souls Faith and Covenant-cosfent, 15
the Conftiturive qualification of a Chriftian, or member of - the Ga-
tholick: Church, -as in'viﬁblc, and known only to ' God: And‘ﬂlﬁ
" Brofeffien of the’ faith and confent -to the Baptifmal Covenants 15
the Conftitutive qualification of a Chriftian, or member of the
Church, as viible. And the regular making of this Conftitu-

sive profTion, is by folemn Baptilmal coyenanting, which is fe‘; g‘f
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continued by the performance of that Covenant. v :
Chrift made the Summary Creed, Mar.28. 19. It was quick-
ly explained in- that called the Apoftles Creed, This (atleal in
fenfe) was taught men, and profcft by them, as to Affent and
Confent, before they, or their Infants, were baptizzd. I.Saptxfm
{olemnizeth this Confent. All thus Bapt‘,zed,' were Chriftened.
All Chriftians were Members of Chrift and his: Church Catho-
lick. All Chriftians and Church-Mezmbers were com_manded to
hear Chrifts Minifters, and live in love .and peace with one ano-
ther, and thereby to be known to be his Difciples. "That fuch.
meer Baptifm without any more, made men Church-Members,
I fully proved, as aforecited, Conmcord, Iib. 2. p. 142, 143, &¢..
€ape 1y 2535 4o . _ : :

V. Queft. What Seiks of Chriftians now in the world are of the
Catbolick_Church ¢ :

Anf. This is neceflary to be underftood when the Canonecers.
‘talk of a fupreme Government over the whole Church, and
that thofe only are of the Church that hold Communion with.
it, and that this Communion lieth in obedience.to “this fupreme
Government, that it may be known of what extent they make
their Catholick Church , and how many they cut off by con-
fining it to a Se&.

L. One Se&t of Chriftians are the Papifts, who are fo ma-
0y, that their deceiving Priefts would make the ignorant be-
lieve, that before Luther’s time they were all the Chriftian
world. : ; S AR

II. The Reformed Catholicks, called Proteftants, are a Party
indeed , but deferve not the name of a Se&t 3 for their Religi--
on is nothing but fimple Chriftiansty, protefting againft the Pa-.
pal corruptions : Though: their minuter differencés  have made
fome calicd Lutherans, fome Caluinifts, fome Epifeopal, forie
Presbyterians, {fome Independents, and {ome’ Politicians, or Eras
ftians, to fay nothing of Aunabaptifts ( who.as they differ only
in the point of Infant-baptiim , would have been tolerated by
fuch as Tertullian and Gregory Nazianzene, who perlwaded the-
delay of Biptifm ; and by the primitive Churches, which for ma-
ny huhdred yearsleft all to their libersy. when to-bebaptized; and.
{haid till they fought it). S T ) 20

557


http://Naz.ianz.ene

[ 1907 %

UL The Greek Chriftians are under the Patriarch of Coxnftan-
tinople (having no capacity to call General Councils) : How ma-
0y Kingdoms (or rather captivated Nations now ) are under
him, you may fee in Bellon. Obferv. I, 1.¢. 3§+ and Brierwood,
p- 125, and others. And Thomas 4 Janits Fefu, among others,
tells us. what their Religion is3 as Brierwood alfo doth, p. 127.
and Poffevine de reb. Mofeov. p. 38, 30, eie.

The Mofoovites 1joyn ‘with the Grecians, as being in the main
of the fame Religion and Communion, though the Emperor hath
taken the Patriarchs power to himfelf and his.

IV. The Chriftians, called Nefforians , as Travellers have re-
corded, are exceeding numerousin a great part of the Eaft, faith
Brierwood, befides the Countries of Babylon, eAffyria, Mefopo-
tamia, Parthia and Media, wherein many are found; that Seé&
is fpread Norvherly, to Catayas and Southerly, to India : And B
Panlms Venetus, a Traveller, tells you of them in many Provin- i
<es of Tartary, asin Caffar, Samarcham, Charcham, Chinchinte- 1
las, Tanguth , Sicchiry Ergimul, Tenduc, Caraiam , Mangi, &c. '
Their chief Governing Patriarch is at Muzal in Mefopotamia: As
to their Religion, their Agcufersfay it is the fame with Neforius’s,
whom David Derodon de [uppefito hath largely defended as Ortheo-
dox. But Travellersthat have lived among them, tell us, that th
differ from us in no point of Faith, but only honour the name of i
Neftorins, and vilifie the name of Cyril, and the Councils of Eple- b
Jms, Calcedon, &c. And {0 are a Seét, but nothing like a Herefie, R

V. The Entychians, called Facobites, are a very numerous Seét in
Syria, Mefopotamiay Cyprus, Babylon, Paleftine. Their Patriarch
refideth in Caramst the Metropolis of Adefopotamia, and calleth
him{elf Patriarch of cAntioch (Rill named Ignatius) and the Patri.
arch of Ferafalem (faith Brierwood after many others) isa Facobite,
and isunder him: The moft impartial Papifts that have converfed
with them, atteft; that they differ lietle from the Orthodox, but
in words about the Ewtychianifm, of which they ‘are accufed.

V1. The Egyptian Chriftians called Copti, or Copbti, though
Facobites,are a diftincig8et s as being under the Patriarch of o4~
lexandria, (refding in Caire uiéilly,)  And all thefe Facobites
chicfly differ from the Europeans, by honoyring the Names of L
‘ofcorss, Severais, and Facob Zanzalm, and difclaimirg 'the Council
of Caleedon, &c. , St sk i A

VII. Thegreat Empire of the Abaffines (yet after the great di-

: minution,
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minution, faith Brierwood, as big as France, Spain, Italy and Ger-
many ) though in the main they are Facabites, have divers: diffe-

rences, and have a chief Bifhop of their own, chofen by the:

Monks of St, . Znthonies Order at Ferufalem, and confirmed by
the Patriarch of eAlexandria. ;

V 111. The Melchites are of the fame Religion with the Greeks,
but of adifferent Se&, under their Patriarch of Auticeh living at
Damafews. - For there being four preteaded Patriarchs of Antioch,
they head three different Seés: If{ay Three , for theFourthisa
mere creature of the Popes that perfonates that Patriarch.

The Writers miftake, that think they rook this name to them-
felves. They were nicknamed Melchites in {fcorn by the Clergy-
Council Zealots, as men that would be of any Religion that the
King was of ; becaufe they obeyed -the Emperour againft the
Councils. = Bererus faith, They arc the greateft Sect of Chriftians
in the Eaft, ,

1X. The Georgians are of the GreekReligion, but ({uith Brier»
wood ) inno fort [ubject (nor ever were) to the Patriarch of Conftan-
tinople 5 but all their Bifhops, being eighteen, profefs obedience to
their own Metrapolitan, without any higher dependence or velation :
who yet keepeth his Refidence far off in the Hill of Sinai, They are
the Iberiansy between the Euxine and Cafpian Seas. ;

And their Neighbours the Circaffians and Mengrelians are of

- the Greek Communion, yet differ from others; (as not Baptizing
Children till they be eight years old, €c. who by our Prelates
would be called intollerable ‘Anabaptifts, Vid. Brierweod, ¢, 17,
P E35.) 357 :

X. The Armenians dwellin the Greater drmenis{ Turcomania, )
and the Lefler Armenia and Cilicia (Carmania.) - And having a
pecial Patent from Adakemet o (as Poflellns {aith) are for their
Merchandife fpread through the Turk:(h Empire, The Inrersor
Armenia was once under Conftantinople, but they have above a
thoufand years been withdrawn from that Patriarch, and the
Communion of the Greeks; and as Brierwood faith out of Photius
and Baronims 5 they deteft them more than any Se&t of Chriftians.

And it is not a pageant or fubornation of the Paprfts that will

prove them fubjeét to the Pope of Rame. They obey only two

Primares, called Catholickg, of their own : they are fuperfitioully
Religious, efpecially in Abftinence and Faftings.

X1, The Maromtesaxe counted the lealt Se@ of Chriftians, in

- Moung
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‘Mount Lybanus , fometimes feeming to fubmit to the Pope,

and fometime rejefting hims but being once Monothelites, which

they have now forfaken,

 The Indian Chriftians {or of St. Thomas ) were long Neflorians
and fometimes they fubmit to Reme, and fometime not, and differ
fg)m them in many things, of which fec Brierwood, pag. 146, 147,

Cs :

Now, Reader, the Queftion in hand is, Which of all thefé twelve
‘Patties are parts of the Carholick Church? The Church that T be-
lieve containeth all thefe, except the following doubt of the Papifts -
Al of them profefs to believe _all the Efientials of Chriftianity, and
moft of the Integrals. Of the Eleven, none (that 1 can learn)
hold any Herefie dire@ly contrary to any Effential poins,  Thofe
which are charged on their Anceftors, 1 find not cnly unproved
as to the prefent Chriftians, but difproved : Fac. de Petriago
cleareth fome: M afius, tranflating their Confeflions, otherss
Thomas a Santlo Fefu othersy Poffevine fome ; their own Confel-
fiens cited by Baronius, Pretorius, &c. fome. Zago. Zab. Da-
mian & Goas and Godignus much clear the Abaffines , (though
much ignorant and faulty): Brochardus that dwelt among them
at Fernfalem profefleth, that thefe Eaftern Chriftians are good
harmlets men, neither owning nor knowing the Herefies charged
on them for their Names; but men of better Lives and ftricter
than even the Religious of the Church of Rome , and fhaming the
Europeans.  The Arabian Geographia Nubienfis: (written by a
Mahometan) having told us what the Pope is, p.225. (Irurbe
Roma [unt Edes Regis Papa vocatiy nec eft fupra Papam [nperio-
vitas in dignitate, ¢ Reges [unt inferiores ipfo :) His Publifher 2
Papift, e Maronite, Gabricl Sinita (p. 43.) confefleth, Thatall the
Chriftians in the Eaft do belicve in,Chrift the Lord, and the Sonof -
God incarnate for mans Salvation, and with the greateft honour
do all reverence his holy Gofpel 5 but: tells us-of fuch things as
oth'rs had charged on them, (as that: the Holy Ghoft'proceeds
.only from the Father , that there is no Purgatory, &c. = But the

- gre:t.thing is, They deny the Primacy of the Pope, Chriff’s Vicar on

Earth, and hatebim and his Subjects. ,
The main doubt is of the Papifts, whorare the chief condermners
of the relt, of whom I have faid 5 1. As they are a Church in-
firm d by the Papal Morarchy , they are no Church of chriff.
2. as they are Ghriftians, they hold all things eflential -tg_C!]rl-
ianity.
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fianity, ;. Asthey arecorrupt Chriftians, they hiold many Er-
rours corrupting Chriftianity. 4. Thofe in whofe Minds,Hearts
and Lives the Truth is predominant ageinft their Errors, as to
their Love, choice and pradice, are faved, and the contrary p:-
rith. ' :

And fo I have fully told what I take for the Cathalick Church.

CHA P Y.

What 7 the Catholick Church as deferibed by Biflop
- “Gunning, Dr. Saywell, Mr. Thorndike, Mr. Dodwell,
"Dr. Sherlock and the French Papifis.

lians and Spaniards ; thofe who ftand for the Liberties of
the Gallican Church : For there are now prevalent, the Jefuiis, whe
formerly were banifht,and many as high as the Jralians 5 but thefe
are not the Body of their Nation, and are of late reduétion.
~ Even fuch as Pious Gerforn, who was for a Councils power over
Popes, yet were wretchedly zealous againft the Reformation :
Even he was one of the Council at (onflance, that was for the
inhuman and treacherous burning of Fobn Hus and Hierome of
Prague, and the fuppreflion of the Bobemian Reformation. And
the great Cardinal of Lorrain, that wasa refufer of the Council
“of Trent, was aperfecuting Suppreflor of the Proteftants,
. The judgment of the moft moderate French Papiffs (of whom
the Statefmen and Lawyers were by far more laudable than the
Clergy) I cannot better and brieflier give you, than in.the words
of the Preface to Brierwood’s Enquiries, viz, That the Bifhop of
- Rome was the firft and chief Bifhop anciently , according to the
Dignity of Precedmcy and Order 5 not by any Divine Inftitation ;
_but becanfe Rome was the chicf. City of the Empire, That be obtained
bis Primacy over the Wefiern Church by the Gift and Clemency of
Pipin, Charles the Great, and other Kings of Fravce : - 'Adid hath
no Power to difpofe of Temporal things : Thar it belongeth to Chriftian
Kings and Pringes to cail Esclefiaftical Synods; and ta eftablifh theip
Decrees, 10 make Ecclefiaffical Laws for the good of thé Church, re=

orms

$ I:I will begiﬁ with the French, as they differ from the Jra-
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Sorm the Abufes therein,andto bave the fame Power over Jacred per»
Jonsin canfes Ecclefinfbical,m was exercifed by Jofias ¢+ Conftantine
the Great, who faid be vus Bifhap over the outward things of the
Church.  Thatthe Lays whereby their Church i to be governed,are
only the (anons of the mare antiens C onncils, awd their own Natio-
nal ‘Decree.t:! and not the Decretals of the Bifhop of Rome, That
the Council of, Conftance affembled by Sigifmund the Emperour, and
the concurrent.eonfent of other Chm’[h’an Princes, decreesng a Gene -
ral Coungil to be Superior to the Pope , and correctirg enormons
Abufes in the Roman (hurch which yet remain in praftice , wan a
- true Qccumenical Councily ard [o likewife the Council at Bafil. That
rhe Affernbly arTreat was no Lawfal Council, and the Canons of it
rather tobe eficemed the Decrees of the Pope , who called and conts-
nued ity than the Decrees.of the Council: becanfe Bifhopsonly (con-
trary to the praitice of the Council at Bafi)) bad decifive Votes, and
the moff were [talian, the Popes Vaffals 5 and nothing was determined,
that was not at Rowe fore- determined by the Pope = That the Sacra-
ment of the Lovds Supper ought to be adminiftred in both kinds, and
-at leafl agreat part of Divne Service 10 be performed in the vulgar
tongue]. : ##
- But the higher fort derive the Papacy from Perer, and receive
-the Council of Trent; and give decifive Votes to Bithops only
and prevail to continue the Abufes of the Liturgy and Sacra-
meuts to thisday. ' 2
By thefe Principles it is apparent, that the moderate French-
- men take not the Catholick Church which is under the Pope, to be
- the Catholick Church of all the world; but the limited Catho-
lick Church of one Empire, by whofe power they fuppofe it
ftands. Thefe were the Learned Followersof the great and ex-
- cellent Chancellor of France ; Michael Hofpitalins, fuch as the
great Fac. Thuanns, and very many more impartial men of rare
“Learning and ‘univerfal Love: But the Clergy (being in that
-Kingdom much left inthat point to their private fenfe) do fome of
-them take all Chriftians, even of the Sects forementioned, for the
Catholick Church: But the higher fort yet confine it to thofz that
~are {ubje& to the antient General Councils, of which they ac-
“knowledge the Pope to be the ordinary Caller and Prefident.

CHRINTR
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Sk 'e';T : Wha-t\; Archhithop Bramhall’s ,, AG””."“:" s, Dr. Pﬂfr
Elylis, Bilhop Sparrow’s, Bifhop Gumig’sy Mr. Thorndiie’ss
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and fuch others.judgment is of the Catholick Church, I fhsll
'give you in' their own words, whenever I have a juft call fo to
do. 1In the mean time I fhall tell you out of Mr. Dedwell, Bi:
thop Gunning®s Chaplain, Dr. Saywell, and this young Dr. Sher-
dock , &c. how they notifie the judgment of their party, which
they call the Church of England. a

§ 3. I1. AndT have before fhewed you, that Mr. Dedwell takes
the Catholick Church to be not only {uch Chriftians as are under
one Vifible, Supreme Ecclefiaftical Power under Chrift over all the
Church, but alfo to be confined to thofe that have a Succflion of
Diocefans Ordination uninterrupted from the days of the Apoftles.
But becaufe he knows,that no man on earth can be fo <kil’’d in. Hi-
ftory, as to be fure of any fuch uninterrupted Succeffion, there-
fore he. is forced to acquiefce in a prefumptive Title. For indeed

Bifhop was canonically or lawfully Ordained by another Bifhop fo
ordained, to this day ? :

1. Muft it be by Hiftory? There is no Hiftory extant that
giveth us any fuch Catalogue of Ordainers. 1 that was ordained

much lefs how he and all upward were ordained : And many
Councils exprefly nullifie the Epifcopacy of thofe who are our,
Ozdainers, becaufe chofen by the Magiftrates without the confent
of the Flock and Clergy. : : i

2. If we muft know it by Verbal Tradition , whither fhall we
goto find the Traditors that will witnefs this uninterrupted Suc-
take his Qath'of it? ' /

3. If we reuft know it by Infpiration, or other Revelation,

ceived?

Iundertake to prove, That 1. almoft all the Churcheson earth
have had an interruption of Canonical Diocefan Ordination.
2. That noone on earth can prove that they have fuch a thing,

Interruptions., 4. And {o hath the Church of England, whofz
derivation is from them. 5. And therefore Mr. Dodwell’s Catho.
lick Church may be brought into a Nutfhel ; yea it is none, og
utterly uncertain in the world : and therefore invifible and unintel-
S et ligible 5

T9s 7

~ how fhould all Bithops and Pricfts in the world know, that every

by Bithop Thornborongh, never heard fo much as who ordained him, -

ceflive Ordin™ | of every Bifhop in the Church ; or that will

How fhall others know that {uch Epifcopal Fanaticks are not de-

3. That the Churchof Rome hath certainly had many notorious

s B e b
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j%ﬁﬁﬁf', no man being able to prove that there is fuch a thing on”

“Earth, : ?

- ~ And his cement being their fubjeQion to thofe Councils, which

moft of thefe forefzid parties condemn, he fhuts out all the faid

E partiess and who they be of his lictle invifible Catholick Church,

e ; and.whether t.he Freuch, the Spaniards, the Iralians be any part
of ity I defpair of fudden kpowing : Bug that, the Frepch Bro--

: teftants, and ‘the reft of the Reformed are none of it, and thatfar

moft ot the Chriftian world are none, he m:kesus know. - :

! ¢ 4. 111 Mr. Thorndike in one place tells us, Thathe maketh~
not Cbedience to the particular Canons neceflary, but only to the
Authority that made them, (for they may alter them) andfo to
‘the Canons, till they alter them, "And this Authority is One -
Univerfal Vifible-Governing Church in a General Council, or 0=

therwife notifying their Decrees or Laws. - )

¢ 5. 1V. Bifhop Gunning faith; It is a Colledge of Bifhops ofall
the Churches that are the Supreme Government under Chrift of
! the Vifible Univerfal Church, and our concord lyeth in obeying
: , them, which he that doth not is a Schifmatick.  But how, we fhall
k- fend to them all over the world, and gather their Votes, and know
y we have them, ¢e. Idefpair of learning: And as much am [ to -
feek, whether yet we'have not Church-Laws enough without the -
further Laws of this Colledge? And how and where their new
Laws muft be made ? Together or afunder 2 And how it fhall
Ee known, which are valid and which not? A~".ip what caics
they exercife Judicature? Whether an Her" ecky i3 perjured
rerlon, or an Adulterer, mult go to Abaffia, Mexice, Conflantinople,
ea or Rome, to be heard and judged, and to all the Bifhops in ther
-world > And mufttake all‘his Witnefles with him 7 Or whether,,
as the Papifts when they have told the people, that they muft bes -
lieve the Scripture t6 be God’s word , becanfe the Catholick-church:
faith it i [o, and in the upfhot mean, becaufe the Payifb-Pricf or -
Bifhop [aith fo5 foit will not here come to that atleft, rhatitis

~ the judgment ofthe Parifh-Prict or Bifhop that we muft obey’
as the judgment of theColledg? ~— ° .. 0 - el

- = ; . 2 . T : j;.ﬂ‘;:‘-;." :

“§ 6. 'V. ‘His Chaplain Dr. Saywell (whom I have reafon totake
 for his Expofitor)doth make his Upiverfal Church to beone Go- -
: S 2 : vernin
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verning Power , from which all inferiours muft reccive Laws: S'\
f
|
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Pag. 84. (I beliee theoly Catholick Church] cannot be truly pro-
feffed, unlefs we live in her commnnion, and pay all Obedience and
Subieétion to ber Laws. Ard tothis purpofe there bave been Six
General Conncils univerfally owned and received. ]
 But 1, I have earneftly defired and fearcht to know the proof
‘of fuch a Legiflative univerfal Power, and I cannot findiit:
2. 1 fuppofe he knoweth that the Nefloridns, Facobites, Abaf-
“fines, and moft of the twelve great Se@s of Chriftians before.
mentioned, renounce fome of his {ix Councils ; fome, that of Epbe-
Juws 1. and fome that of Caleedon, &c. And it was a perillous
-renunciation of that at Conflamtinople de tribus capitalis, that Italy
it felf once made. : : e
3. And'how fhall any’ mans Confcience be fatisfied by any thing
like: proof and reafon, that juft thefe fix Councils had a Supreme
Legiflative Power binding all the Univerfal Church?  And that
the fecond Council at Ephefus, the Yeventh or fecond at Nice, the
«eigthy the ninth, the tenth, the eleventh, ¢&c, hadno fuch Supreme
Power ? What! Did the Catholick Church dieor ceafe aftcy the
.§i’xth General Council? Shall we tura Seekers? Or where'was
itatthe time of thefeventh, eighth, 'ninth, ¢#e.? 1f it was inter-
rupted, we are all unchurched, fay thefe men. How could it be
known, or where was it for abouta thouland years after? ~ And ; 3
how fhall we ever know when the Authorityof Cauncils revived, ‘
or will revive? ~ Were not Conflance and Bafil-Councils your
Church ? if not, where was it then? and how thould all Chri- ]
Gtians know it and obeyit? = ' ;
I doleful to think on what accounts all thefe expe& that all
Chriltians Confciences fhould be fatisfied ! Yea, on whataccount
they write and talk fo fervently for the Magiftrate: to puniflr ue, | J
as:Dr.Saywell; and his Lord, and Mr. Dodwell himfelfy vg‘i‘rh,al‘; ‘
his humility doth ; taking Magiftrates for Atheifts,"or contems %
ners of Religion, that will not punifh us. That theydare trut -
to the Sword, and call for yet more punifthment of us, when ‘
Y give us no better means of convition , but condemn us as 4
scbifmaticks,. for not being Schifthaticks thar cut off moft of the -
Catholick Church, for not obeying they know not whodi or what. -
Nor can‘any of them tell us, how to know what'or whom, = Only -
Weknow it mufk be fome Sect of Prelates that cut off the reft, and : f
call themfelves the Univerfal Churchy and ufurp-a powerproper - i
’ : , o
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‘60 Chrilt and “the Holy Ghoft in the - Apoftes, to -make Laws
for all the Church on Earth, and to be the governing judg ef

Lall.

+ But: he fgems to be Of a larger Communion, when pag. 344,
345. he faith, We are in Charity, -and hold Communion with all

good Chriftians ( exeepting, as above excepted, the fundamental cor-

vuptions of the Jefuited part of the Roman and ather: Churches J

throughont the -world.
. -But 1. The doubt is, whom you will take for good Chriftians
in your degree of Charity. 2. And whether the Church of

* «Rome, excepting the Jeluited part, be certainly more worthy

-of "your Charity and Communion than the Reformed Chur-

_ches ?

It is evident, that you take mone to be in your Communion,
-1 Who take not a thing, .called the Univerfal Church, to have
a Legiflative and Judicial {upremacy over all Chriftians. 2. And
who profefs not fubje@ion to that fupremacy and obedience to
its Univerfal Laws. 3. And that muft be, at. leat, to rhe fix
firft General Councils. Now 1. You know , 1 fuppofe, that
moft of the Chriftian parties difown fome of thofe Councils,
and the power that made them. 2. That moft of the Chrifti.
an world confine their government and obedience to their feve-
ral Seéts, and profels no obedience to the Colledg, or. majo-
rity. of Bifhops in the world. The Grecks confine their -obedi-
ence to their party; and the Armenians to their. Catholick Bi-
fhop, and the Georgians to theirs, and the D\ efforians and Fa-

. cobites to their feveral pretended Patriarchs, as aforefaid. So

that you renounce. Communion with thefe, as no good Chrifti-
ans. 3. And you know, I fuppofe, that the Proteftant Chur-

ches of England (till your party took that name), of Scorland,

Ireland, France, Belgiay Germany, Tranfilvania, Hungary, Swe-

-deny Denmark, own no fuch Church at all as you talk of, viz.

One fupreme univerfal governing Colledg or Council, Read
Luther ‘de Conciliss, and it will tell you, how far he wasfrom
it. If Mr, Morrice will read it, perhaps it may find him more
fuch work as be finds againft me,

4. And do you not make your felves Schifmaticks, in hold-
ing Communion with Schifmaticks? Mr. Dodwell and othersof
you fay, thathe isa Schifmatick who communicateth with Schif-
maticks. The Church of Rome (before ever there was a Jefuit
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