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1 b e P r e f a c e t o t h e R e a d e r s ; E f p e c i a l l y " 

m y R e v e r e n d B r e t h r e n o f t h e M i n i f t r y . 

S is tb£ M o o n A v k h the Stars un to the expanded 
f i r m a m e n t 5 A s are the w e l l ordered Ci t ies w i t h 
their Ornaments and Fort i f icat ions to the W o o d s 
and Wildernefs- , Such is the Church to the r e f t 
o f the W o r l d . T h e fe l i c i ty o f the C h u r c h is in­

d ie L o v e o f G o d , and its blefTed inf luences , whofe face is t h a t 
Sun w h i c h d o t h enl ighten and enliven i t . I f earth and fin had 
no t caufed a feparation and ecclipfe,the W o r l d and the Church ' 
w o u l d have been the f a m e a n d this C h u r c h w o u l d have en­
joyed an uninterrupted Day- l igh t . I t is the Ear th that moveth 
and turne t rvf rom this Sun , and no t the Suns receding f r o m 
ou r Ear th , that brings our N i g h t . I t is not G o d , bu t M a n , that 
l o f t his Goodnefs N o r is i t neceflfary to our Reparation, that a 
change be made O n h i m , bu t on us. C h r i f t came n ^ t j n j ^ o j t h e ^ 
W o r l d to make G o d Bet ter , bu t to make u s j i e t t e r ^ N o r d id 
he J )ie to make rum more di lpoled to d o G o o a T b u t to p i f p o f e 
us to Receive i t : T h o u g h as he is extrinfecally"E)enominated 
tcom ttie particular Objecl: , to be particularly Willing o f this or 
that^ and t o Love that which he Loved no t before -? f o w e may 
w e l l fay,, that C h r i f t dyed t o purchafe for us the L o v e o f G o d , , 
aad to procure his wi l l ingnefs o f a prefent effecting our Remit-
fion, and f o to Accept and A p p r o v e us as his o w n . B u t his pur- -
chafe was, not Ac tua l ly t o change the mind o f G o d , n o r to i n ­
cline h i m to have Mercy , w h o before was di f - incl ined : bu t t o 1 

make the Pardon o f mans f i n a T h i n g , conven i en t ) fo r the 
Righteous and H o l y Governour o f the w o r l d to be f tbw, w i t h ­
ou t any impeachmentof the. Honour o f his W i f d o m , Helmets 
®r J u f t i c e : yea 3 t o the more eminent G l o r i f y i n g o f them a l i -
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The Preface to the Readers, 
"Two' things are requif i te to make man to be Amiable i n the 
eyes o f G o d , and a fit Objec t for the m o f t H o l y t o take plea-
fure i n : One is i n his fuitablenefs t o theHo l ine f s o f Gods N a ­
t u r e : T h e other refpedethhis Govern ing Juf t ice . W e mull : 
i n this l i f e fee G o d in the Glafs o f the Creature, and fpeciatly 
in M a n that beareth his Image. I f a good man be the Ruler o f 
a Common-wea l th , as he is Ethical ly G o o d , he cannot bu t 
loath the E v i l , and love the G o o d : A n d as he is a W i f e and 
Righteous Governour,he mull: preferve the honor o f his Laws, 
and thereby his o w n , b y do ing Juft ice on them that violate 
them,and preferving and encouraging thofe that do obey them. 
A s man is firft confiderable as M a n , before he be t o be c o n f i -
dered as a Governour 5 and as a good Man,before as a good G o -
vernour,the f i r f t being his Na tu ra l Goodnefs,commonly called 
his univerfal Juft ice, the other his Re&ora lGoodnefs , com­
m o n l y called his particular Juf t ice , flowing out f r o m the firft: 
f o m u f t we ( t h r o u g h the neceffity o f our prefent weaknefs ) 
conceive o f G o d . W e r e we H o l y , he wou ld love us as a H o l y 
God : and were we Innocent , he would encourage us as a R i g h ­

t e o u s and Bounteous Govern our. B u t as there is no particu­
lar Govern ing Juf t ice , w i thou t that univerfal Na tura l Juf t ice , 
which i t prefuppofeth, and floweth from-, fo can there be no 
fuch th ing as Innocency in us as Subjects , which f lowe th no t 
f r o m a Holmefs © f o u r Natures as M e n . W e m u f t Be G o o d , 
before we can Live is the G o o d . I n bo th thefe refpe&s man 
was Amiable in the eyes o f his Maker , t i l l f i n depraved h i m , 
and deprived h i m o f B o t h . T o Both thefe m u f t the Saviour 
again Reftore h i m : and this is the w o r k that he came in to the 
W o r l d to do, even to feek and to fave that which was doubly 
l o f t , and to deftroy that t w o - f o l d w o r k o f the D e v i l , who had 
drawn us to be both ^ ^ / y and Guilty. A s i n the Fal l the na­
tura l Real E v i l was Antecedent to the Relative (Guilt)-, f o i s 
i t i n the Good conferred in the Reparation. W e m u f t i n order 
o f nature be firft Tu rned by Repentance un to G o d , through 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
Fai th i n the Redeemer, and then receive the R e m i f f i o n o f our 
f ins , Acts 26.18. Rom. 8. 30. A n d as i t was man h i m f e l f that 
was the fubjecl: o f that t w o - f o l d unr ighteoufnefs , f o is i t man 
h i m f e l f that m u f t be reftored to that t w o - f o l d Righ teoufnefs 
which he l o f t , that is, San&i ty and N o t - G u i l t i n e f s . C h r i f t 
came not to poffefs G o d w i t h any fa l fe opin ion o f us $ nor is he 
f u c h a Phy f i t i an as t o per form but a fuppofed or Reputa t ive 
Cure : H e came no t to perfwade his Father t o judge Us to be 
Well, becaufe He is Well 5 nor to leave us uncured, and t o per-
Iwade G o d that we are C u r e d . I t is W e that were gu i l ty and 
unholy-, i t is W e that m u f t be j u f t i f i e d or condemned $ and 
therefore i t is W e that m u f t be ref tored u n t o Righteoufnefs-
I f C h i i f t on ly were Righteous , C h r i f t on ly w o u l d be reputed 
and judged Righteous , and C h r i f t on ly w o u l d beHappy . T h e 
Judge o f the w o r l d w i l l no t j u f t i f i e the unr igh teous , meerly 
becaufe_another is Righteous- = N o r can the H o l y G o d take 
Complacency in an unho ly finner, becaufe another is H o l y . 
Never d id the blefted Son. o f G o d in tend i n his d y i n g or me­
r i t s , t o change the ho ly Nature o f his Father, and to caufe h i m 
t o L o v e that wh ich is no t L o v e l y , or t o Reconcile h i m to that 
wh ich he Abhorreth,as he is G o d . W e m u f t bear his o w n 
Image, and be H o l y as he is H o l y , before he can A p p r o v e us, , 
or L o v e us i n Complacency.. T h i s is the w o r k o f our blef led 
Redeemer, t o make M a n f i t f o r Gods Approba t ion and D e ­
l i g h t . T h o u g h we are the Subjects, he is the Caufe. H e Re­
generated* us ,That he may Pardonus • andpardoneth us, that 
he may fur ther f a n d i f i e us, and make us f i t for our Matters- ufe* 
H e w i l l no t remove our G u i l t t i l l we Return • nor w i l l he A c - j 
cept our actual fervices t i l l our G u i l t be removed. By fuperna-
tural operations m u f t b o t h be accomplished : A Regrefs f r o m 
iuch a Pr iva t ion as was our Unhol iaefs , , requiretha fupernatu-
ral w o r k upon us : A n d a deliverance f r o m inch G u i l t and de-
ierved Pun i fhment , requireth a fupernatural operation for us. 
T h e one C h r j f t efrecteth by his f a n a i f y i n g Spir i t , th rough the 
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' The Treface to the Readers. 
' i r t f t rumenta l i ty o f his W o r d , as Informing and Exciting't T h e 
other he effecteth by his own (and his Fathers) W i l l , through 
the i n f tmmen ta l i t y o f his Goftel-Grant^ by way o f Donation, 
making an univerfal conditional Deed o f g i f t o f h imfe l f and 
Remi f f ion and R i g h t t o G l o r y , to all that Return b y Re­
pentance and Fai th . His Blood is the meritorious caufe o f 
•both, but not o f bo th on the fame A c c o m n : For i t was d i ­
rect ly G u i l t only that made his Blood NecefTary fo r our Reco­
very : Had there been noth ing to do but Renew us by Re­
pentance and Sanct if icat ion, this migh t have been done w i t h ­
ou t any Bloodfhed,by the w o r k o f the W o r d and S p i r i t : A s 
G o d at f i r f t gave man his Image freely, and did not fe l l i t for a 
Price o f B l o o d : N o r doth he fo De l igh t in Blood , as to defire 
i t , or accept i t f o r i t f e l f , bu t for the ends which i t m u f t , as a 
convenient means, attain. T h o f e ends are the Demonf t ra t ion 
proximately o f his governing Juf t ice , i n the vindicat ion o f the 
honour o f his L a w and Rule , and fo r the awing o f others: u l t i ­
mately and principally, i t is the Demonf t ra t ion o f his natural 
' i in-hatmg H o l i n e f s , and his unfpeakable Love to the fons o f 
men, bu t fpecially to his E l e c t • I n this fenfe was C h r i f t a Sa­
cr i f ice and ranfome, and may t r u l y be faid t o have fatisfied f o r 
our f ins . H e was n o t a f i n n e r , nor foe f t eemed , nor could pof-
i i b l y take upon h i m f e l f the fame Numer ica l G u i l t which lay 
o n u s (the Accident , i f removed f rom its Subject, perimeth) 
nor yet a G u i l t o f the fame fort, as having not the fame f o r t o f 
founda t ion or efficient ours ar i f ing f r o m the M e r i t o f our fi n , 
and the Commina t ion o f the L a w , and His being rather occar 
fioned then Merited by our fin, and occafioned by the Laws 
threatening o f us (both which are, as we may call t h e m , bu t 
P^<aufes , as t o h im) having neither fin o f his o w n , nor meri t 
or wrath f r o m fuch fin nor did the L a w oblige h i m to fuffer 
tor our fins . but he obliged h i m f e l f t o fuf fer fo r our fins, 
though not as i n ourPer fons ftri&lv, yet i n ou r f t ead , i n the 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
T h e L o r d our Redeemer having thus la id the founda­

t i o n , b y paymga fu f f i c i en t r anfom f o r a l l m a n k i n d , and 
perfect ly finifhedhis w o r k o f fatisfaction , he t ake th a 
longer t ime f o r the conveyance o f the f ru i t s o f i t . A s 
the Expiatory facrifice was for A l l , f o w i l l he have the 
tenour o f his Grant i n the G o f p e l t o be Univer fa l w i t h ­
ou t r e f t r a i n t t o a n y , or excepting any : A l l ma'll have 
Pardon and R i g h t to l i f e E terna l , i f they w i l l Believe and 
Repent , and none mal l have them that Re fu fe thefe 
C o n d i t i o n s : Anteceden t ly t o B e l i e v i n g , A l l have an 
equal Cond i t iona l G i f t o f pardon, and N o n e have an 
A b f o l u t e , nor an A & u a l R i g h t : T h e G o f p e l findeth us 
equal, and makes no inequal i ty , t i l l we firft make i t our 
felves; B u t the fecret unfeafchable w o r k i n g s o f D i v i n e 
Grace do begin the difference, and make i t in us, be­
fore i t is made by us. A s an Eternal Purpofe did D e f i g n 
i t , f o an infuperable Vic tor ious hand do th execute i t * 
W h e n the fame C h r i f t hath dyed fo r A l l , and the fame 
C o n d i t i o n a l G r a n t is made to A l l , and the fame Pro ­
mulgat ion o f i t is made to many , even to A l l that hear 
i t * Y e t the fame Vic tor ious Internal Grace is no t a f fo rd­
ed to A l l - nor do th G o d give A l i a Heart t o Believe 
and Accept o f what the Promife offereth them. T h e 
Spir i t is as the w i n d , that b l o w e t h where i t l i f t e t h . A i l 
have fumcien t Object ive Grace, that l ive under the Go-

and all have a fu f f i c i en t He lp External or In te r ­
nal, to make them Be t t e r , and b r i n g them Neerer to 

C h n f t than they were i B u t A l l have not fufficient In te r -
^ 2 5 * I m m e d i a t e l y t o caufe them to Relieve : much 
leis Effectual. T h a t this is denyed to aftf^ is l ong o f 

the|Tiielves,whoabiife that Commoner Grace which was 
iurhcient to have made them Better: T h a t i t is Granted 
to AnJ? is f r o m the Boun ty o f G o d : T h a t i t is Granted 
P T&ft maa ratfier then to Th.u , is f r o m his A b f o l u t e ' 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
D o m i n i o n , and W i l l , and his Di f fe renc ing Grace. W e 
do no t on ly A H deferve Dea th , by Orig inal fin, but we 
d id A l l E)eferve to be Denyed the Grace o f C h r i f t , by 
a f o l l o w i n g Demer i t : A n d A l l that want the G o f p e l , 
or thefpecial efficacy o f i t i n Regeneration , do by fin 
againft ibme C o m m o n Grace, Deferve that a w t f : ( W e 
. f t i l l f u p p o f e Infants Invo lved i n their Parents cafe J f o 
that G o d w i l l Judge none on the meer terms o f the r ig id 
L a w of Nature , nor Condemn them only for Original 
fin. T h e y that lay o therwife , do too i n j i i n o i u l y exte­
nuate bo th the Grace o f G o d , and the fin o f man. I f 
A l l have fome Grace {hewed them (that is, ibme Mercy 
contrary to their M e r i t ) then a l l have fome fin againft 
Grace : and then A l l fhali be Judged by the Procurer o f 
.that Grace, f o r their fin againft i t . I t is not theleaf t 
w r o n g that the Pelagians, Jefuites and Arminians have 
done to the C h u r c h , that by making Grace Universal 
further than was j u f t , they have tempted others in way 
o f O p p o l l t i o n to deny that Grace o f G o d which is i n ­
deed U n i v e r f a l , or which is C o m m o n to more than the 
Elect alone: and by making C h r i f t to have dyed for A l l 
w i t h an equal In t en t ion o f fav ing them, they have oc-
calioned fo many to deny that indeed he did dye for A l l : 
So that had not the No t ions o f an Univer fa l fuff ic iency 
o f Chr i f t s Dea th , and o f an U n i v e r f a l Of fe r o f h i m in 
the Gofpe l , through the Great Mercy o f G o d been pre-
ferved among us, and thefe had much Influence in to our 
Popular and Practical Preaching 3 we had been drawn 
very neer t o a f u b v e r t i n g o f the very foundat ion , and 
mould have been too l ike to them that preach another 
GoffeU to the great danger o f the fouls o f our hearers,and 
the dilnonour o f our Redeemer. 

T h e t w o great works o f C h r i f t i n the Appl ica t ion or 
f o l i a t i o n o f the Benefits w h i c h he hath M e r i t e d , are 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
thofe before ment ioned ; Ju f t i f i c a t i on , and SanctifTca­
t i o n : under the firft I contain R e m i f f i o n , Acceptance, 
A b f o l u t i o n , and I m p l y A d o p t i o n , and our R i g h t t o 
G l o r y . U n d e r the latter I comprehend , the G i v i n g o f 
the S p i r i t , and all i ts P u r i f y i n g W o r k s upon our 
fouls . 

I t h i n k i t had been we l l for the C h u r c h , i f we had 
ufedlefs i n our D i fpu te s the te rm tfuftification, or had 
differenced better between the Name and the T h i n g , a n d 
decerned about which i t was that we contended : and 
when we once faw that there was no Hope o f agreeing 
about the fenfe o f that w o r d , i f we had treated more f u l ­
l y and d i f t i n c t l y about Remir f ion o f fin alone, and under 
that t e r m , and t ryed how we could have agreed upon 
that : C o u l d we yet be fo d i fc ree t , I t h i n k the Church 
w o u l d reap much benefi t by i t . Doub t l e f s we m i g h t 
much eafier convince a Papif t , w h o w i l l -How us fo much 
o(- that wh ich we demand about R e m i f f i o n o f fin,while 
they contend again ft us in the point o f Ju f t i f i ca t ion : 
when fo many o f ours do t a k e R e m i i l i o n and Juftifica-* 
t ion f o r the lame t h i n g . 

I t p l e a f e t h o u r P h y i i t i a n i n a f w e e t equal i ty t o carry 
on b o t h thefe happy W o r k s , Remifsion and Sanctifica-
t i o n , and no t to let one go fo far before the o t h e r , as 
thofe t h i n k , who fuppofe our fins to be pardoned before 
they are fins,or that our Pardon is abfolute ly perfect be­
fore our Dea th . A s we {hall have more fins t o remove 
by fur ther San edification, fo {hall we have more ftill t o 
pardon, t o the laf t : and one o f thefe works as w e l l as 
the other, w i l l be imperfect , t i l l we are perfected. A n d 
they that take Pardon and Ju f t i f i ca t ion f o r the fame , 
or the former t o be any part o f the la t te r ,muf t then 
confefs that Ju f t i f i c a t i on is no more perfect than Par­
don is, 

(a 2 ) T h e y 



The Preface to the Readers, 
T h e y are very different Queft ions , H o w we are con* 

p i ra ted j u f t , or put in to a J u f t i f y e d ftate at our C o n -
ye r f ion < and how we are fentenced j u f t , or j u f t i f y e d at 
Gods Judgement Seat? T h e y that w i l l needs ( to the 
great difgrace o f their underftandings) deny that there 
is any filth t h i n g as a ju f t i f i ca t ion at Judgement, m u f t 
either fay that there is no Judgemen t , or that A l l are 
Condemned- or that j u d g i n g doth not contain J u f t i f i ­
cation and Condemnat ion , as its disjunct fpecies-, but 
fome men fhal l then be judged, who {hall neither be j u ­
ftifyed or condemned. T o which end, when they have 
firft taken down the A u t h o r i t y o f C h r i f t , who tells us 
that By our m r d s m fhall {then) be juftifyed, or by our 
words we fhall be condemned*, they muf t next take down 
the A u t h o r i t y o f Lawyers , and then, o f our common 
c u f t o m o f fpeech, and m u f t f e t up their own A u t h o r i t y 
inftead o f a l l . T o f a y , G o d w i l l then but declare 
us j u f t , i snoanfwer , t i l l they have proved that i t is not 
o y a i e n t e n c e o f judgement that he w i l l declare i t - , or 
elfe, that declaring by a fentence o f judgement, is no j u -
ftihcation 5 yea, that i t is not the mof t proper and f u l l j u ­
ftification imaginable. 

I haye faid enough in the f o l l o w i n g Treat i fe , to mew 
my thoughts o f the Nece f f i t y and Excellency o f H o l i -
nels, and fincere obedience. W e are taught to pray for 
i t i n the Lords Prayer, ( in the three firft Pet i t ions) be­
fore the torgivenefs o f f i n ( in the fifthj A n d doubtlefs 
i t is that higher Ble l f rng , which forgivenefs t ende th to , 
as a means to the end : Even that G o d may have his o w n 
again, which was l o f t , and man may again be neerer and 

A U U " a
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n d f i t t e r w k n o w , love and honour h i m , 
and be happy therein. I force k n o w any one error that 
hathTubje&ed the C h u r c h and Chr i f t i an Re l ig ion f o 
much to the j ea lou f i e s and reproach o f unbelievers, or 
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The Preface to the Readers. 
the R e f o r m e d Churches to the f co rn o f the Papif ts , and 
f o hardened t hem i n their way, as fome mens mi funder -
ftanding, and mi f r epo r t i ng the doctr ine o f the imputa­
t ion o f C h r i f t s Righteoufnefs t o a finner. B u t efpeciaily 
b y thofe men , w h o a f f i rm that we are j u f t i f i e d even be­
fore we repent or believe, and that through the imputa­
t i o n o f C h r i f t s R i g h t e o u f n e f s , G o d judge th the m o f t 
f w i n i f h impeni tent wre tch , ( f o he be elect) t o be r i g h ­
teous in his fight, and the object o f his complacency. A s 
i f a man f h o u l d f a l l i n love w i t h a T o a d , upon a falfe f u p -
p o f i t i o n that i t is a L a r k . C h r i f t s Righteoufnefs is ours 
f o r the pardon o f our fin, and the merit o f Grace and 
G l o r y f o r us : bu t no t t o be inftead o f Fa i th , Repent­
ance, Sanctification or fincere Obedience. H e that hath 
n o t thefe, fha l l never be faved by C h r i f t s Righteoufnefs . 
So far as we are finners, a Pardon is our Righteoufnefs : 
bu t f o far as we are h o l y , i t is no t io : A n d he that 
ha th .no t fomewhat better then fin i n h i m , is none o f 
C h r i f t s . 

A s the very conf t i t u t ion o f Fa i th and Repentance t o 
be condit ions o f pardon, and fincere Obedience to be a 
condi t ion o f Salvation, ha th plainly excepted final i n ­
fidelity and impeni tency, and Rebe l l ion , f r o m the n u m ­
ber o f thofe fins that fhal l be pardoned, and we mall be 
j u f t i f i e d f r o m 5 f o m u f t thei r contraries be f o u n d in us a t 
Judgement , i f we w i l l be then j u f t i f i e d . A n d t h e n , as 
the B l o o c U n d Mer i t s o f C h r i f t (or as commonly its cal­
l e d , his imputed Righteoufnefs ) m u f t be the matter o f 
our j u f t i f i c a t i on f r o m the gui l t o f all other fins (that is, 
f r o m the gu i l t o f a l l fin, wh ich believers d id c o m m i t ) f o 
m u f t our o w n perfonal Faith,Repentance, and fincere O -
bediencebe the matter o f our Ju f t i f i c a t i on f r o m the par­
ticular falfe A c c u f a t i o n , ( potential or actual) o f final 
non-performance o f thefe condi t ions o f the G o f p e l , and 
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or our having no part i n C h r i f t and L i f e , f o r want o f thofe 
condit ions. Th i s is the Juf t i f i ca t ion by works (as many 
are w i l l i n g t o call i t , t o make i t odious) which I do afferc 
and d e f e n d , and which I judge f o neceffary to be be­
l ieved, that I fhal l endeavour to acquaint thofe w i t h i t 
w h o m I m u f t Catechife. 

T h e fumme o f what I have faid is this • T h a t Mans 
perfection and fe l ic i ty is finally in G o d $ and that his 
Recovery conf i f t e th i n being brought back to h im,which 
m u f t be done, as by the Meri ts of C h r i f t , fo by U n i o n 
w i t h h i m , and confequently by communication o f L i f e 
f r o m h im : A n d having union w i t h C h r i f t i t necefTarily 
f o l l o w e t h that we have union w i t h the Church , which is 
his Body , and communion w i t h i t . W e r e we not One 
among our felves, we were not A Body : and were we not 

« P n e * n S i r ^ o u r c e n t e r a n c * Head, we were not His Be-
*7ly7 ' A s we have internal communion in the fame Spi r i t , 

i n the fame Faith, Hope, and Love 5 f o have we external 
communion in the fame Pro fe f f ion o f Faith and "Piety 
( i n the eflentials) and in the lame Pra&ife o f W o r f h i p i n g 
G o d through our L o r d Iefus C h r i f t , and in fincerely af-
fifting each other for our Salvation. 

There is therefore as One on ly Head and L o r d , f o one 
O n l y Body and Cathol ike Church , and one only true 
Rel ig ion in the world,and that is the Chr i f t i an Rel igion: 
A l l that hold the ElTentials o f this Re l ig ion fincerely, are 
o f the true Church , and o f the true Re l ig ion ,«aad all o f 
One Re l ig ion , how different foever in leffer things. 
T h o u g h they may each appropriate C h r i f t and the 
C h u r c h , and the true Rel ig ion to themfelves, and cenfo-
r iou f ly exclude all others (as do the Papif ts ; yet are their 
cenfured Brethren neverthelefs C h r i f t i a n s , and o f the 
true Church and Rel igion for all their cenfures. Every 
C h i l d is not a Baftard, nor d i f i nhe r i t ed , nor caft out o f 

the 
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the Fami ly , w h o m an angry brother mal l call Baf tard i n 
their fallings ou t . T h e relative union holds, even when 
local conjunct ion and communion in actual w o r f h i p , and 
i n the p rofe f f ion o f lower T ru ths is d i fc la imef l . Yea , i f 
a f roward C h r i f l i a n f a y ? I*m not of the fame Church or Re­
ligion as you^ yet is he not the lets o f the fame ( i f the other 
be a C h r i f t i a n j : nor doth that break h im o f f , feeing he 
in tended! no t to difclaim Chrif t iansas C h r i f t i a n s , b i i t a s 
Erroneous. Y e t fuch d i f loca t ions , and breaches , and 
d i v i f i o n s , are the great re joycing o f the enemy o f the 
C h u r c h , and the great di ihonour o f our facred p ro fe f f i -
on,and tendeth to the great hur t and ru in o f the dividers-, 
and hath ever been an exceeding hinderance of the 
G o f p e l . 

A S i t is thus the great de f ign o f C h r i f t , b y U n i t y 
-*and Pu r i t y to b r i n g his Church t o perfect f e l i c i t y , i n 

the f u l l en joyment o f the ever bleffed God- , f o i s k the 
def ign and ciaily bufinefs o f Satan to coun te r -work h i m , 
and to keep men f r o m fe l i c i ty i n G o d , by keeping them 
f r o m C b r . f t , f r o m U n i t y , and f r o m P u r i t y . 

His firft w o r k is tod i fgrace the C h r i f t i a n Fai th , and 
to tel l men how improbable i t is to be true and to that 
end to hide the Evidence f r o m their eyes. I f he cannot 
thus to ta l ly keep them f r o m C h r i f t , he ufual ly per-
iwadeth them to take up w i t h a bare opinionative affent 5 

andput te th before them the Idols o f Pleafure, P r o f i t s , 
and Va in -g lo ry , that they may b y a feeming fe l ic i ty be 
detained f r o m G o d . 

A n d as k n o w i n g how much the Churches welfare, 
and the f a v i n g o f fouls , dependeth upon the Teachers 

Md Leaders o f ihe Flocks,his chiefef t endeavors are fo r 
$be 
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the pervert ing o f them -7 that they may become his i n f t n i 
ments, to the perver t ing o f the re f t . 

For Magi f t ra tes , he w o u l d firft taint them w i t h fe-
cret in f ide l i ty 3 or elfe engage them to the u t m o f t in a 
carnal f e l f - in t e re f t , and perfwade them that Chr i f t s 111 -
tereft do th ftand in their way. H e wou ld delude them f o 
far as to caufe them to mif take where their intereft l ye th , 
a n d f o toe fpoufe them to an intereft inconf i f t en t w i t h 
C h r i f t s - and then w i l l they be involved before they 
are aware in to a feeming neceffi ty o f fighting againft 
Heaven, and fecret or open oppof i t iou o f the C h u r c h : 
T h e deceiver wou ld make them forget , that from Chrift 
they have their power, and under him and for him m u f t 
they ho ld i t , and exercife ic. A fairer opportuni ty i n ­
deed he hath to draw the Princes and Great ones o f the 
wor ld , t o forget that they are but men, and fervants, and 
to forget the fad ing vani ty and danger o f their condi t ion, 
and to Rebel againft C h r i f t by f e l f exaltation, then w i t h 
the meaner and poorer inhabitants o f the earth: He o f -
rereth them a more golden and glorious ba i t , and there-

7 ^ a t h h l t h e r t o befooled the mof t o f them, t o fa l l up­
on that ftone that w i l l dafh them in pieces O r elfe i f he 
cannot taint them w i t h the common Profanefs,he w i l l at 
ieait engage them to a hatred o f the power o f Godl inefs . 

r u ^ * W * e * fas he d id Conflanrius) w i t h H e -
relie he w i l l engage them to tal l upon the foundef t i n 
the Church Or can he but delude them to fit by, and as 
Neuters to look on, as being indifferent between C h r i f t 
l i t a t l e a f t > he w i l l deprive the Church o f the be­
ne f i t of their power, or o f that fpecial interef t in them, 
which they may claim f r o m their commif f ion . A s 
an\en cans the Magi f t ra te the V ice -ge ren to f C h n f t 5 

l o may the Church j u f t l y lay as TertnUtm d i d , Avolovet 
caf. 3S.. Impratoremneceffeeftut fufpiaamus.uteumquem 

Dominus 


