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 Greg. NaXianzens Dire&ion to his Flock, whata Paftor to
choofe when he was gone, ;

Hoc unum requiro : Ut ex cornm numero fit, qui aliss inwidie Juni
non miferationi : qui non in omnibus rebus, cunétis obfequuntur;
[ed qus in quibufdam etiam, ob Recti frudium, in hominum offen-
Sionem incurrunt. Alterums enim in prafens jucundifiman eff :
alterum in pofierum utilifimuns.

A Theme for Calumniators,

Concil, Arelatenf. prim. Cans 14.

Dehis qui falfo accufant fFatres [wos, Placuit, eos #[fy ad exitums
#non Communicare :_[ed falfum tefbem, juxta Scripturam., impn-
nitum non licere effe.
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The Preface to the Readers; Efpecially:
2 - myReverend Brethren of the Miniftry.

gz S is.the:Moon withrthe Stars uneo the expanded
ks Firmaments As arethe.well ordered Cities with

%2 their Ornaments and Fortifications to the Woods -

“pad) X and Wildernefs; Suchis the Church to the reft
SRR B ¢ the World, The felicity of the Church isin
the Love o£God,and its bleffed influences , whofe face is thae

. Sun which doth enlighten and enliven it. Ifearthand finhad
not caufed a {eparation and ecclipfe,the World and the Churctt
would have been the fame ,, and this Church would have en-
joyed an uninterrupted Day-light, Itis the Earth thatmoveth
and turneth.from this Sun, and not the Suns receding from
our Earth, that brings our Night. Itis not God, but Man, that"
Ioft his Goodnefs ; Nor is it neceffary to our Reparation, thata

change be made On him, butonus. Chrift came not into_the_

‘World tomake God Better,but to make s Petter . Nor did |
e Dietomake fum more ditpoled to d6Good, burto Difpofe
-_us to Receiveit : Though as he is extrinfecally Dénominated |
from the particular Objet,to be particularly willing of thés or |
that, and to Love that which he Lowved not before ;1o we m_:g'
<-well fay,. that Chrift dyed to purchafe for us thie Love of God,
aad ta procure his willingnef(s of a prefent effécting our Bemxfo Q

, fion, and foto Accept and Approve usas his own, Buthis pur--

: chafe was not A&ually to change the mind of God, nor'to -
cline him to have Mercy, who before was dif-inclined - butto’
make the Pardon of mans fin a Thing convenient ; for the
Righteous and Holy Governour of the world to betdw, with--

- out any impeachment of the. Honour ofhis Wildom, Holinefs - |
- er.Juflice + yea, to the more eminens Glosifying of them all, . j
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, : . The Preface to the Readers.

~Two things-are requifite to make man to be Amiable in the
i eyes of God, and afic Obje& for the moft Holy totake plea-
fure in : One isin his fuitablenefs to the Holinefs of Gods Na-
~ture: The other refpectethhis Governing Juftice, We muft
in this lifefee God in the Glafs of the Creature, and fpeciatly
in Man that beareth his Image. Ifa good man be the Ruler of
I aCommon-wealth, as he 1s Ethically Good, he cannot but
~ loaththe Evil, and love the Good © And ashe isa Wife and
- Righteous Governour,he muft preferve the honor of his Laws,
and thereby his own, by doing Juftice on them that violate
-them,and preferving and encouraging thofe that do obey them.
As manis firft confiderable as Man, beforé he be to be confi-
«dered as a Governour; and as 2 good Man,beforeas a good Go-
vernour,the firft being his Natural Goodnefs,commonly called
his univerfal Juftice, the other his Reéoral Goodnefs, com-
moaly called his particular Juftice, flowing out from the firft:

Afomuft we (through the neceffity of our prefent weaknefs)

- conceive of God, Were we Holy, he would love us 25 2 Holy
( .God: and were we Innocent, he would encourage us as a Righ-
~teous and Bounteous Governour. But as there is no particu-

lar Governing Juftice, without that univerfal Natural Juftice,

which it prefuppofeth, and floweth from; fo can there beno |
fuch thing as Innocency in us as Subjeés, which floweth not
troma Holinefs of our Natures as Men. We muft Be- Good,
before we can Liveas the Good. In both thefe refpe&s man
was Amiable in the eyes of his Maker, till fin depraved him,

-and deprived him of Both. To Bk thefe muft the Saviour

again Reftore him : and this is the work that he cameinto the

Wotld to do, even tofeek and to fave that which was doubly

loft,and to deftroy that two-fold work of the Devil, who had

«drawn us to beboth Unholyand Guilty. As in the Fall the na-

+tural Real Evil was Antecedent to the Relative (Guilt); fois
! it in the Good conferred in the Reparation. We muft in order
of nature be firft Turned by Repentance unto God , thr%ugltll
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Faith in the Redeemer, and then receive the Remiffion of our'”

The Prefuce tothe Readers. -

{ins, Acfs 26.18. Rom. 8. 30, And as it was man him{e!f that
was the fubjec of that two-fold unrighteoufnefs , fo is itman
himfelf that muft be reftored to that two-fold Righteoufnefs
which he loft, that is, Sanéity and Not-Guiltinefs, Chrift
came not to pofle(s God with any falfe opinion of us s noris he
fuch a Phyfician as to perform but a fuppofed or Reputative
Cure : Hecame not to perfwade his Father to judge #s tobe
well, becaufe Heis Well5 nor to leave us uncured, and to per-
{wade God that weare Cured. Itis We that were guilty and
unholy ; it is We that muft be juftified or condemned’s and
therefore it i1s We that muft be reftored unto Righteoufnefs.

I£Chuift only were Righteous, Chrift only wounld be reputed .
and judged Righteous,and Chrift only wounld be Happy. The~

gudge of the world will not juftifie the unrighteous , ,rp_se_fﬁ_L_

ecgufe another is Righteous : Nor can the Holy God take
 Complacency in an unboly fisner, becaufe another is Holy..

Neverdid the bleffed Son.of God intend in his dying or me-

¥its, to change the holy Nature of his Facher, and to caufe him
to Lovye that which is not Lovely, orto Reconcile him to that -
- which ‘he Abhorreth,as he is God. We muft bear his own -
Image, and be Holy ashe is Holy, before he can Approveus, -
or Love us in Complacency. - This is the work of our bleffed *
Redeemer, to make Manfit for Gods Approbation and De-

light, Though jve are the Subje@s,- he is the Caufe.. He Re-

%eﬂ erateth us, Thathe may Pardonus ;-and pardoneth us, that
hemay furches fanétifie us, and make us firfor our Mafters unfe. -

He will nog remoye our Guilt till we R etutn s -nor willhe Ac-
€€pt our actual fervices till our Guilt be removed. By fuperna-

tural operations muft both be accomplifhed : ‘A- Regrefs from

luch a Priyation as was.onr Unholingfs, reqniretha fupernatu-

ral work 4pon us: Anda delivérancé fromifnch Guilt and de--

ferved Punjfhment, requivéth a fupernatural operation : for us.
The one Chrift effecteth by his functifying Spirit, shrough the

inftru-.-



“The Preface to she Readers.

dnftramentality of his Word, as Informing and Exciting : The
- other he effecteth by his own (and his Fathers) Will, - through
heinftrumentality of his Gofpel-Grant; by way of Donation,

making an univerfal conditional Deed of gift of himfelf and
Remiffion and Right to Glory, to all that Return by Re-

pentance and Faith, His Blood is the migritorious caufe of

“both, but not of both- on the fame Account : For it was di-
zectly Guile only that madehis Blood Neceffuty for our Reco-
very < Had.there been nothing to do but Renewus by Re-
pentance and Sanctification , this might have been done with-
outany Bloodfhed, by the work of the Word and Spirit : As
God at firft gaveman his Image freely, and did not fell it fora
Price of Blood : Nordoth he{o Delight in Blood, as to defire
it,Oracceptit for icfelf, but for the ‘eads which it muft, asa

_convenient means, attain. Thofe ends are the Demonftration
i ‘groxunately ofhis governing Juftice, in the vindication of the

onourofhis Law and Rule, and for the awing of others : ulti-
mately and principally, it is the Demonftracion -of his natural
din-hating Floline(s ,"and his unfpeakable Love to the fons of
men, but {pecially to his Elect - In this fenfe was ‘Chrift a Sa-
<rifice and ranfome, and may truly be faid to have fatisfied for
our fins. He was nota finner, norfo efteemed, nor could pof=
ﬁbly take upon himfelf the fame Numerical Guilt ‘which lay
on us (the Accident, if removed from its ‘Subject, perifheth)
a0t yet aGuiltof the fame fort, as having not the fame fort of
foundation orefficient ; ours arifing from the Merit of our fin,
and the Commination of the Law, and #is being rather 0cca-
fioned then aerited by our fin, and occafioned by the' Laws

threatening of us (both whichare, as we may call them, but

Pro-caufes, as to himyHaving neither fin ofhis own, ‘nor merit

of wrath from fach fin ; nor did the Law oblige him to f{uffer
for our fins but he obliged himfelf to fuffer for our fins,
though not asin our Perfons frictly, yet in our ftead, in ‘the
perfon of a Mediator, - hvgevdadiid 9 2o 71 4

The




The Preface tothe Readers.
‘The Lord our Redeemer having thus laid the founda-

Ferfe&ly finithed his work of fatisfacion , he taketh a
onger time for the conveyance of the fruits of it. As
the Expiatory facrifice was for All, fo will he have'the
tenour of his Grantin the Gofpel to be Univerfal, with-
out reftraint toany , or excepting any : All fhall have
Pardon and Right to life Eternal,if they will Believe and
Repent, and none fhall have them that Refufe thefe
Conditions : Antecedently to Believing, All havean
equal Conditional Gift of pardon, and None have an
Abfolute, noran Aétual Right : The Gofpel findeth us
equal, and makes no inequality, till we firft make it our
felves: But the fecret unfearchable workings of Divine
Grace do begin the difference, and make it 77 us, be-
fore it ismade by us. Asan Eternal Purpole did Defign
it, fo an infuperable Victorious hand doth execuse it -
When the fame Chrift hath dyed for All | and the fame
Conditional Grant is madeto All , and the fame Pro-
mulgation of itis made to many , evento All that hear
it; Yet the fame Victorious Intérnal Grace is not afford-
ed to All; nordoth God give Alla Heart to Believe
and Accept of what the Promife offereth them. The
Spirit is as the wind, that bloweth where it liftech. All
have fufficient Objeive Grace, that live under the Go-
fpel 5 and all have a fufficient Help External orInter-
al, to make them Better, and bring them Neerer to
Chrift than they were : Bue Allhave not [ufficient Inter-
nal Grace Immediately tocaufe them to'Be/izve : much
lefs Effectual.’ " That" thisis denyed to axy, is long Of‘
themfelyes,whoabufe thar Commoner Grace which was
fufficient to have made them Berser's ThativisGranited”
1O Auyis from the Bounty of God : Thar it is Granred
Y0 This tnun vacher then t6 Thar -, is from his Abfolute”
(2) Dominion

tion, by payinga fufficient ranfom for all mankind, and
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The Preface to the Readers.
Dominion, and Will, and his Differencing Grace. We
dp ot only All deferve Death, by Original fin, butwe
did All Deferve tobe Denyed the Grace of Chrift , by
afollowing Demerit : And Allthat want the Gofpel,
or the fpecial eflicacy of itin Regeneration , do by fin
againft fome Common Grace, Deferve that want: ( We
Atill fuppofe Infants Involvedin their Parents cafe) fo
that God will Judge none on the meer terms of the rigid

- Lawof Natare, nor Condemn them only for Original

fin. They that fay otherwife, do too injuricufly exte-
nuate both the Grace of God, and the finof man. If
All have fome Grace fhewed them (thatis, fome Mercy .
contrary to their Merit) then all have fome. fin againit
.Grace : and then All fhall be Judged by the Procurer of
.that Grace, for their {in againftic. It is not the leaft
‘wrong that the Pelagians, Jefuites and Arminians have
done to the Church, thatby making Grace Univerfal
farther than was juft, they have tempted others inway
of Oppofition to deny that Graceof God which is in-
deed Univerfal, orwhich is Common tomore than the
Elect alone : and by making Chrift to have dyed for All
withan equal Intention of faving them, they have oc-
cafioned fo many to deny thatindeed he did dye for All:
Sothat had not the Notions of an Univerfal fufliciency
of Chrifts Death, and of an Unuwverfal Offer of himin
the Gofpel, through the Great Mercy of God been pre-
ferved among us, and thefe had much Influence into our
Popular and Practical Preaching, we had been drawn
very neer toafubverting of the very foundation , and

dhould have been too like to them that preach another

Gofpel, tothe great danger of the fouls of our hearers,and

the difhonour of our Redeemer.

~ The two great works of Churift in the Application or

ollasion of the Benefits which hehath Merited, are
. B N
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The Prefacé to the Rezza’e}:_

thofe before mentioned : Juftification , and Sanétifica-
tion : under the firft I contain Remiffion, Acceptance,
Abfolution , and Imply Adoption, and our Right to
Glory. Under the latter I comprehend , the Giving of
the Spirit, and all its Purifying Works upon our
fouls, - :

I think it had been well for the Church, if we had
ufed lefs inour Difputes the term Fuffification , or had
differenced better between the Name and the Thing,and
di{cerned about which it was that we contended : and
when we once faw that there was no Hope of agreeing
about the fenfe of thatword, if we had treated more ful-
ly and diftin&ly about Remiffion of finalone, and under
thatterm, and tryed how we could have agreed upon
that : Could we yet be {o difcreet, I think the Church
would reap much benefit by it. Doubtles we might
much eafier convince a Papift, who will «illow us fo much
ot that which we demand about Remiffion of f{in,while
they contend againft us in the point of Juftification :
whea fomany of ours do take Remuffion and Juftifica=
tion for the fame thing.

It pleafeth our Phyfitian in a fiveet equality to carry
on both thefe happy Works, Remifsion and Sanétifica-
tion, and not to let one go o far before the other, as
thofethink, who {uppofeour fins to be pardoned before
they are fins,or that our Pardon is abfolutely perfect be-
fore our Death. As we fhall have more fins to remove
by further Sanification, {o {hall we have more ftill to
pardon, to thelaft : and one of thefe works as wellas
the other, will be imperfeét, till we are perfected. And
they that take Pardon and Juftification for the fame >
or the former to be any partof thelatter,muft then
confefs that Juftification is nomore perfect than Par-

donis, ' ‘
(a2) They




The Preface to the Readers.

They are very different Queftions, -How we are con~
fticuted juft, orputintoa Juftifyed ftate ac our .Con-
verfions and how we are fentenced juft, or juftifyed ar
Gods Judgement Seat? They that will needs (to the
greatdifgrace of their underftandings) deny that there
is any {uch thing asa juftification at Judgement, muft
either {ay that there is no Judgement , or- that All are
Condemned ; or that judging doth not contain Juftifi-
cation and Condemnation, as its disjunét fpecies; but
fome men fhall then be judged, who fhall neither be ju-
ftifyed or condemned. To which end, when they have
firft taken down the Authority of Chrift, who tells us
that By owr words we [ball (then) be Juflifyed, or by ounr
words we [ball be condemned., they muft next take down
the Authority of Lawyers, and then, of our common
cuftom of fpeech, and muft fet up their own Authority
inftead of all. To fay , God will then but declare
us juft; is noanfiver, till they have proved that it is not
by afentence of judgement that he will declare it 5 Of
elfe,, th;it declaring by a fentence of judgement, is no ju-
ftification 5 yea, that itis not the moft properand full ju-
fHification imaginable. Teel :

Thaye faidenough in the following Treatife, to thew
my thoughts of the Neceflity and Excellency of Holi-
nefs, and fincere obedience. 'We are taught to pray for
iwin the Lords Prayer, (in the three firft Petitions) be-
fo;c the forgivenels of fin (in the fifth) And doubtlefs
itis thathigher Bleffing, which forgivenefs tendeth to,
s 2 means tothe end: Even that God may have his own
- again, which was loft, and man ma again be neerer and

liker toGod, and fiter to know, love and honour him,
and be'happy therein. I fcarce know any oneerror that
hath fubjected the Church and Chriftian Religion fo
much tothe jealoufies and reproach of unbelievers., or
: : the
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The Preface to the Readers.:

‘the Reformed Churches to the fcorn of the Papifts, and
fo hardened them in their way, as fomemens mifunder-

ftanding , and miffeporting the docerine of' the imputa-
tion of Chrifts Righteoufnefs toafinner. Butefpecially
by thofe men, whoaffirm that we are juftified even be-
fore we repent or believe, and that through the impyta-
tion of Chrifts Righteoufnels, God judgeth the moft
fwinifh impenitent wretch, ({fo he be elect) to be righ-
teous in his fight, and the object of his complacency. As
if a man fhould fall in love with a Toad, upon a falfe fup-
pofition thatit is a Lark. - Chrifts Righteoufnefs is ours
for the pardon of our fin, and the merit of Grace and
Glory for us: butnot to be inftead of Faith, Repent-
ance, Sanctification or fincere Obedience. He thathath
not thefe, fhall neverbe faved by Chirifts Righteoufnefs.
So faras we are finners, a Pardon is our Righteoufnefs :
but fo far as we are holy, it is not fo : And he that
hathu not fomewhat better then fin in him , is none of
Chrifts. . | 0

* As thevery conftitution of Faith and Repentance to
be conditions of pardon, and fincere Obedience to bea
condition of Salvation, hath plainly excepted final in-
fidelity and impenitency, and Rebellion, from the num-
ber of thofe fins that fhall be pardoned, and we fhall be
Juftified from 5 fo muft their contraries be found in us-at
Judgement, if we will be then juftified: 'And then , as
the Bloodand Merits of Chrift (or'as commonly its cal-
led, his imputed Righteoufnefs) muft be the mattes'of
our juftification from the guilt of all other fins (that 1s,
from the guilt of ‘allfin, which believers did commit) fo
fmuf;’c our own perfonal Faith,Repentance; and fincere O-
bediencebe thematter of our Juftificition from thepar-

ticular falfe Accufation | (potential or dcual) of nal
‘non-performance of thefe conditions of e Gofpel, zmdf ,

(a3) “
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The Prefaceto the Readers.

ot our having no part in Chriftand Life, for want of thofe
conditions. This is the Juftiication by works (as many
are willing to call it, to make it odions) which I do affert
and defend, and which I judge fo neceffary to bebe-
lieved, that I fhall endeavour to acquaint thofe with it

‘whom T muft Catechife,

The {umme of what I have faid is this ; That Mans
perfection and felicity is finally in God; and that his
Recovery confifteth in being brought back to him,which
muft be done, as by the Merits of Chrift, fo by Union
with him, and confequently by communication of Life
from him : And having union with Chrift it neceffarily

-followeth that we have union with the Church, whichis

his Body, and communion with it. Were we not One
among our {elves, we were not 4 Body : and were we not
One in Chrift our center and Head, we were not Hz Be-

o I o s B I L s o e e — R ot ot e . . 111
dy” “AsWe haveintéffal communion in the fame Spiri,

in the fame Faith, Hope, and Love; f{o have we external
communion in the fame Profeffion of Faith and Piety
(in the eflentials) and in the fame Practife of Worfhiping
God through our Lord Iefus Chrift, and in fincerely af-
fifting each other for our Salvation. 1~ .
There is therefore as One only Head and Lord,fo one
Only Body and Catholike Church , and one only true
Religion in the world,and that is the Chriftian Religion:
All that hold the Effentials of this Religion fincerely, are
of the true Church, and of the true Religion,4and all of
One Religion, how different {oever in lefler things.
Though they may each appropriate. Chrift and the
Church, and thetrue Religion to themfelves, and cenfo-
rioufly excludeall others (as'do the Papifts) yet are their
cenfured Brethren neverthelefs Chriftians, and of the

- true Churchand Religion for all their cenfures. Every

Child is not a Baftard, nor difinherited,, nor caft out of
= 7 the
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The Preface to the Readers.

the Family, whom an angry brother fhall call Baftard in
their fallings out. The relative union holds, even when
local conjunétion and communion in actual worthip, and
in the profeffion of lower Truths is difclaimed. Yea, if
a froward Chriftian fay, I am not of the fame Church or Re-
ligion as you, vet is he not the lefs of the fame (if the other
be a Chriftian) : nordoth that break him off, feeing he
intendeth not to difclaim Chriftians as Chriftians, but as
Erroneous. Yer fuch diflocations , and breaches, and
divifions, are the great rejoycing of the enemy ofthe
Church', and the great difhonour of our facred profeffi-
on,and tendeth to the great hurt and ruin of the dividers
and hath ever been an exceeding hinderance of the
Gofpel.

S itis thus the great defign of Chrift, by Unity
and Purity tobring his Church to perfeé felicity, in
the full enjoyment of the ever bleffed God s foisit the

- defign and daily bufine(s of Satan to counter-work him,

and to keep men from felicity in God, by keeping them
from Chrift, from Unity, and from Purity, =

His firft work is to difgrace the Chriftian Faith , and
to tell men how improbableic is to be true 5 and to that
end to hide the Evidence from their eyes. If he cannot
thus totally keep them from Chrift, he ufually per-
fvadeth them to take ap with a bare opinionative affent

and pusteth before themrthe Idols of Pleafure, Profits,

and Yain-glory | that they may by a feeming felicity be

.detained from God.

Andas knowing how much the Churches welfare,

and the faving of fouls, dependeth upon the Teachers
-nd Leaders of the Flocks,his chiefeft endeavoss are for

the
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F‘ The Preface to the Readers.
: the perverting of them 5 that they may become his inftry-
ments, to the perverting of thereft. ;
% , For Magiftrates, he would firft taint them with fe-
: cret infidelity 5 orelfe engage them to the utmoft in a
carnal {elf-intereft, and perfwade them thac Chrifts In-
tereft doth ftand in their way. He would delude them fo
faras to caufe them to miftake where their intereft Iyeth,
g and {o toefpoufe them to an intereft inconfiftent with
? Chrifts ; and then will they be involved before they
& are aware into a {eeming neceflity of fighting againft
Heaven, and fecret or open oppofition of the Church '
The deceiver would make them forget, that from Chrift
they have their power, and usder hine and for him muft
they hold it, and exercife ir. A fairer opportunity in-
deed hehath to draw the Princesand Great ones of the
world, to forget that they are but men, and {ervanes, and
; to forget the fading vanity and danger of their condition,
" and to Rebel againft Chyift by felf exaltation, then with
' the meaner and poorerinhabitants of the earth: He of-
fereth them a more golden and glorious bait , and there-
F by hath hitherto befooled the moft of them, to fall up-
E on that ftone thae will dath them in picces, Or elfeif he
; cannot taint them with the common Profanefs,he will at
1€aﬁ~engag.e,,th¢m;o ahatred of the power of Godlinefs.
] Orif he can taint them (as he did Conflantins) with He-
Z refie, he will engage them to fall upon the {foundeft in
the Church, Or can he but delude them to G by, and as
K N?%?ﬁs tolook on, asbeing indifferent berween Chrift
and him, atleaft, he will deprive the Church of the be- -
nefic of their power, or of that fpecial incereft in them,
which they may claim from their cominiffion. As Nazi-
angen calls the Magiftrate the Vice-gerentof Chrift ;
fo maythe Ghﬂm,:jﬂﬁly_s. {ay as. Tertullian did, Apologet,
Cap« 3 3«, Imperatorem neceffe eft wt: fufpicidmns,ut eum quen
: Dominus




