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the pervert ing o f them -7 that they may become his i n t e r 
ments, to the perver t ing o f the re f t . 

For Magi f t ra tes , he w o u l d firft taint them w i t h fe-
cret in f ide l i ty 3 or elfe engage them to the u t m o f t in a 
carnal f e l f - in t e re f t , and perfvvade them that Chr i f t s 111 -
tereft do th ftand in their way. H e wou ld delude them f o 
far as to caufe them to mif take where their intereft l ye th , 
a n d f o toe fpoufe them to an intereft inconf i f t en t w i t h 
C h r i f t s - and then w i l l they be involved before they 
are aware in to a feeming neceftity o f f i g h t i n g againft 
Heaven, and fecret or open oppof i t iou o f the C h u r c h : 
T h e deceiver wou ld make them forget , that from Chrift 
they have their power, and under him and for him m u f t 
they ho ld i t , and exercife ic. A fairer opportuni ty i n ­
deed he hath to draw the Princes and Great ones o f the 
wor ld , t o forget that they are but men, and fervants, and 
to forget the fad ing vani ty and danger o f their condi t ion, 
and to Rebel againft C h r i f t by f e l f exaltation, then w i t h 
the meaner and poorer inhabitants o f the earth: He o f -
tereth them a more golden and glorious ba i t , and there-

7 ^ a t h h l t h e r t o befooled the mof t o f them, t o fa l l up­
on that ftone that w i l l dam them in pieces O r elfe i f he 
cannot taint them w i t h the common Profanefs,he w i l l at 
ieait engage them to a hatred o f the power o f Godl inefs . 

r u ^ * W * e * fa he d id Conftannus) w i t h H e -
relie he w i l l engage them to tal l upon the foundef t i n 
the Church Or can he but delude them to fit by, and as 
Neuters to look on, as being indifferent between C h r i f t 
l i t a t l e a f t > he w i l l deprive the Church o f the be­
ne f i t of their power, or o f that fpecial interef t in them, 
which they may claim f r o m their commif f ion . A s 
*n\en caJs the Magi f t ra te the Vice-gerent. o f C h r i f t 5 

l o may the Church j u f t l y lay as TertnUtm d i d , Avolovet 
caf.3S.. Impratoremneceffeeftut fufticUm*s,ut eum quern 

Dominus 



The Preface U the Readers* 
mminm mfier elegit: ut merito dixerim^ Hofter eft magis 
C*far, ut a Noftro Deo Conftitutus. 

B u t the main def ign o f the enemy is againft their Pa-
ftors. 

Some o f them he keeps i n a fupe r f l t i a l 5 carnal and 
cuftomary C h r i f t i a n i t y y So that they never found ly be-
lievedthe great myfteries which( for a L i v i n g ) t h e y ftudy 
and preach: A n d how fuch are l ike to edifie the C h u r c h , 
and preach that heartily t o others,that never was in their 
o w n hearts, y o u m a y e a f i l y Judge : when they mut t 
fpeak al l out o f their books , and by hear-fay, and the 
common opin ion o f others, o f things which they never 
wel l believed or fe l t themfelves. 

Others he intangleth i n w o r l d l y affairs , and caufeth 
them to m i n d the matters- o f the flefli, that they are 
heartlefs and unfa i th fu l i n their matters w o r k ; So that 
poor fouls may go to H e l l w i t h very l i t t l e dif turbance , 
and ftarve even at the next door t o them, whi le they are 
mind ing their O w n matters, or are dul led by lazynefs , 
and adael; their chiefeft affe&ions and endeavours 
to the fervice o f f o vi le a matter as their fiefli. 

H o w far Satan haih prevailed this way , w i t h the Pa-
ftors o f the Congrega t ions , is a matter o f too clear 
Evidence, and very fadconfiderat ion. A s they do m o f t 
g ro f ly mifcarrv among the Pap i f t s , and more def i led 
parts o f the C h u r c h , b y keeping up Ignorance,and D i f -
cord, and a Carna l , Pompous , Ceremonious w o r f l i i p , 
that they may uphold a carnal In t e re f t o f their o w n So 
I w o u l d in the m o f t Reformed Churches we were more 
Innocent then we are. W h a t an ignorant , or negligent 
min i f t e ry was ( f o r the greater part ) in England, i n the 
t ime o f the iate Bifhops ru le , yea wha t oppofers o f G o d -
lynefs^and too many o f them openly d e b o i f t , I need 

v not t e l l any that w i l l believe their eyes and ears. A n d > 
( b ) t h o u g h 
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though th rough the great mercy o f G o d , the cafe i s 
much altered in thofe refpe&s,yet alas, how lew are they 
even o f thofe that we hope are God ly , who earneftly 
th i r f t after the faving o f mens fouls, and lay out them-
felves freely i n publike and private , in f a i t h f u l endea­
vors to that end ? W hat a mul t i tude o f fleepy, heartlefs 
Preachers are there, that give not the A l a r u m of Gods 
approaching Iudgement to the drowfie fouls that daily 
fit under them, nor fpeak to poor people w i t h any fuch 
ferioufnefs, as befeems them in a matter of fuch unfpeak-
ableconfequence. H o w f e l d o m in many places mall we 
hear an awakening heart-warming Sermon? A n d o f thofe 
few that are ferious and d i l igen t , fo f ew have ability t o 
put their matter in to any handfom drefs , and fo many 
run out in to intemperance and d iv i f ions , that i t harden-
eth the drowfie Preachers the more in their way 4 and 
they take their dulnefs fo r fobernefs, and their confcien-
ces do the lefs check them for their negled o f mens 
fouls . Th i s is the unhappy cafe o f many men o f Good 
learning and parts : They are f o fenfible o f the evil o f 
the exorbitances o f the times, that they overlook and 
regar d not the evi l o f their own heartlefs and unfai th­
f u l Admin i f t ra t ion . I f they hear a Private man ufe fome 
unfi texpreff ions i n prayer , i t extreamly ofTendeth them: 
but i f they tota l ly omit i t , they are not much offended 
at; i t . They forget that G o d w i l l bear more w i t h many 
flips o f the tongue, and unhandfom words, then w i t h a 
neglect o f his wor ih ip , or a heartlefs performance o f i t 
and that their wel l -dref t forms, i f l i fe lefs , are flanking 
earkanes, or ufelefs pi&ures, when a broken heart, w i t h 
broken expreffions may go away w i t h the b ief l ing . A n d 
therefore they are commonly againft private mens pray­
ing together, efpecially before many ; A n d as thePa-
pifts wou ld drive them f ro r s the Scripture for fear o f 

abufing 
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abuf ing i t , f o w o u l d they drive them f r o m f u c h Prayer, 
l e f t they mould hap to ufe fome unhanfome words. 
. W e r e there no. other charge againft the pious M i n i -
ftery o f Englandjawt on ly the common neg led o f D i f c i -
p l i n e , I t h i n k we fhou ld be aihamed to look up t o heaven. 
Becaufe the Sword do th not enforce i t , they t h i n k no­
t h i n g can be done fuch contemptuous thoughts have 
they o f their o w n offices, and the fp i r i tua l Sword which 
C h r i f t hath put i n to their hands. Becaufe there are d i f f e ­
rences about fome Modes and Accidents o f D i i c i p l i n e , 
therefore w i l l they neglect the fubftance , which m o f t 
are agreed i n . Some w i l l examine mens fi tnefs fo r the 
Sacrament, and t h i n k they have done a l l , i f they keep 
the unwor thy f r o m that Ordinance fu f fe r ing them ftill 
t o remain members, and en joy other parts o f C o m m u ­
n i o n . I f R u l i n g be as Ef tent ia l a part o f our Pa f toml 
w o r k as Preaching, then are thofe to be numbred among 
N e g l i g e n t Min i f t e r s , that neglect to Rule , as w e l l as 
thofe that-neglect to Preach. A n d w h y the Magi f t ra te 
fhou ld not P u n i f l i fuch negligent ones', as w e l l as the 
other, I yet k n o w not . 

B u t the great advantage that Satan hath got upon the 
C h u r c h , through the fin o f the Paftors i n " thefe latter 
times, is by D i v i f i o n : For by this he hath much promo­
ted all the ref t o f his D e f i g n s . I n f i d e l i t y i t felt ' breaks 
in upon us •, and not only the vulgar , but many o f fo r ­
mer forwardness and parts, do quef t ion or caft o f f all Re­
l ig ion , becaufe they fee us o f fo many minds and vvayes. 
A n d bur fin hath as haynous Aggravations as mof t mens 
can have : I n that We are the men that have feen the lad 
effects.of D i v i f i o n , that have had fuch extraordinary me­
dicines to heal them.* fuch Calls, fuch opportunit ies and 
advantages for ac lo fu re , and fo l o n g t i m e in all I W e 
have l ived to fee the Church in/danger o f being f w a l -

(b-2) lowed 
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lowed up by deceit and by violence 5 and yet as we have 
laid i t open to all this danger by our divif ions or negli­
gence, f o we do ( i t f t i l l and do l i t t l e to refcue i t f r o m the 
danger. 

Some areregardlefsof thefematters: fome on ly en­
quire as o f a matter o f news, what others do in i t , and 
w i f h i t were done, whi le they f i t ftill: fome cry out o f 
the Magif t rate fo r not doing his part, not confidering 
h o w they condemn themfelves for neglecting their o w n . 
Few are able to do what our neceflity requireth and 
no t many w i l l i n g : Few have a sk i l l in narrowing a differ­
ence in finding out the true point and ftate of i t , and 
h i t t i n g on the r igh t remedy: A n d fewer k n o w their o w n 
inabi l i ty and therefore w e d o n o t only want Healers 7 

bu t we want men o f fo much meeknefs, and felf-denial , 
and Chr i f t i an humi l i t y , as to give their c o n f e n t , that 
others may do that, which they cannot do themfelves:-
A n d we l l were i t i f they wou ld not reject what they ap­
prove o f , meerly becaufe i t is no t o f their doing or mo­
t i o n i n g , or becaufe i t comes not f r o m thofe whom they 
efteem. T o o many there are a l fo , that are fo apparently 
carnal, that they w i l l do nothing t i l l they k n o w whether 
l t b e p l e a f i n g t o t h o f e i n P o w e r , le f t they ftiould make 
an i l l bargain i n hazarding their outward welfare and i n 
d i fp leaf ing men that can hurt t h e m , to pleafe C h r i f t , 
w h o they prefume w i l l not hur t them. A n d yet more are 
there, that apprehending how much the exercife o f 
Chr i f t i an Di fc ip l ine difpleafeth the vulgar, and confe-
quent ly w i l l lofe them their love and maintenance , w i l l 
rasher quiet ly let a l l alone, then unite w i t h any i n fo un--
grateful l a w o r k . 

A n d yet more hainous is our f i n in the continuance o f 
theie d iv i f ions , i n that we have been too much gu i l ty o f 

being 
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being the Leaders in to i t , and therefore (hould lead o u t 
o f i t 5 and in that i t efpecially belongeth t o our office 5 

and in that we have yet fome fuch interef t i n our peoples 
ef t imat ion that we may probably do fomewhat toward i t . 
B u t fpecially, becaufe the remedy is f o obvious, and our 
un ion f o eafie, were we but t r u l y w i l l i n g and i n d u f t r i -
ous t o attain i t . i . For D i f c i p l i n e , our differences lie i n 
fo narrow a room, that there is no probabil i ty o f the con-
t inuanceof a breach, i f we had bu t got toge the r , and 
humbly and l o v i n g l y fo l lowed on the w o r k , i n impart ial 
confu ta t ions , and i n feekmg Gads direction. 2. A n d 
for D o & r i n e , w e have a T e f t and Rule fu f f i c ien t t o unite 
i n : we have the whole facred Scripture, which i f we a l l 
profefs to believe , we fure ly make a f u l l profefsion o f 
Fai th . O r i f that be too large , we have the Apof t l e s 
Creed , or other ancient Creeds o f the Church-, and the 
Scripture before u s , fuf f ic ient to afford us bo th mat­
ter and words f o r a f u l l and f i t Confe f s ion o f our 
Fai th . 7 

B u t the Deceiver hath here over-reacht us as much as 
i n any t ' i ng . Some are fuch Inf ide l s and indif ferent t o al l 
Religions, that they wou ld have no T e f t at a l l , buthave 
all to l ive in a broken Licent ioufnefsrBut I hope amongf t 
Min i f t e r s thefe are but few. T h e far greater number run 
in to the contrary extream,and w o u l d have a lmof t a l l that 
thru ft on others which they are conf ident of themfelves : 
( A n d confidence is no t the bef t or commonef t fign o f 
Tru th . ) Hence are our large and difputable confemons, 

to be impofed on others : Hence is i t that every man is f o 
ready today theheavieft charges on thofe that differ f r o m 
his o w n conceits. T h a t is hainous error w h i c h c rof fe th 
Qur opinions, and where we err no t fo r company r and 
we are w i l l i n g the Magi f t ra te m o u l d reftrain m e a f r o m 
contradict ing us, as being fecretly coafcious o f our o w a 

P> 3 ) d i f -
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di fab i i i ty , to make good the caufe that we are fo confident 
is the r igh t . 

A H this m u f t be done under fome pious pretence: I t 
is i n a blinde zeal for un i ty that the Papifts def t roy (as 
much as in them lyeth)the U n i t y o f the Ghuich: . I t is in 
a blinde zeal againft error that many an error is promo­
ted. T h e m o f t def t rudive engine ( fo r ought I can. under-
ftand that ever was ufed to divide that Church,were H u ­
mane, fuperfluous, and queftionable Rules, i n impofed 
ConfefTions, intended by proud and ignorant men, for 
the U n i t y o f that Church , and the fecurity o f the 
T r u t h . 

THefe being the apparent ways o f the Churches Re­
covery by C hr i f t , and its danger f r o m the Deceiver, 

which are before mentioned-, I have judged i t my duty to 
promote as much as I could, Chr i f t s means for our reco­
very, and to oppofe as much as I could the Enemies de-
figns and endeavors for our mine . A n d in my weak per­
formances my encouragements have been fuch f r o m G o d 
and man, that I have no caufe to complain, or to be much 
difcouraged by fome fmaller Oppof i t i on . I muf t needs, 
confefs that I did not , nor could an modef ty expect the 
tenth pftrc o f that acceptance and f r u i t o f my poor La­
bors, as upon experience Ihave f ince found. A n d when 
I meet w i t h opposit ion,my confeience conftraineth me 
to f u i p e d my own mifcarriage, and fir ft to enquire, how 
far I have given caufe. But when I have made as impar t^ 
al an enquiry as I am able, and am more confirmed in the 
T r u t h which I have owned, I dare not defert that T r u t h 
under pretence o f humi l i ty . N o r d a r e J b e l y my f e i f to 
humour other men. 

The Objections that I have heard made againft me,be-
fides 

i s . , 
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fides what i n this B o o k I have anf\*ered already, I mal l 
here br ief ly touch upon , and ^ i v e fome part o f m y an-
fwer i n the words o f others that can better bear o f f the 
b l o w , becaufe mine o w n are f® lyable to m i f c o n f t r a t i ­
ons , and have by thefe disfatisfied Brethren been f o 
much wrefted as they have o f t been. 

i . Some have given out that I am addicted to A n g u ­
lar i ty , and affect to hear an Bgofrimus invent.Their p r o o f 
f o r ought that ever I could learn, is on ly from my W r i ­
t ings, becaufe I fay not in all things as they do. 

T o thefe Brethren I fay i . I mal l promife b y the grace 
o f G o d to watch m y heart w i t h what diligence I can, 
againft the affectation o f Angu la r i t y , and I defire their 
prayers and admonitions f o r my furtherance. 2. A n d I 
w o u l d have them alfo fearch, le f t they prove gu i l ty o f a 
flander, while they enter in to mens hearts, and venture 
t o proclaim what they do not k n o w . Is this the encou­
ragement they give t o T r u t h , that no man can te l l them 
one w o r d more then they have confidered ( t h o u g h he 
profefs h i m f e l f never f o much below them i n other 
th ings) but i t m u f t be re jeded as N o v e l t y , and h i m f e l f 
charged w i t h Angularity ? A r e they fure that I may n o t 
have better ends then they imagine < 3. A n d I mall en­
gage t h e f m a l l reputation o f my reading, to make good, 
that the Opinions which I oppofe are m o f t , i f not every 
one of them, notorious Novel t ies , contrary t o the D o ­
ctrine o f the Ancien t Chrif t ians for many hundred years 
after G h r i f t . I profefs to efteem i t an unchrif t ian t h i n g 
to hunt after fame and vain-glory , much more t o pur-
chafe, i t by the fale o f T r u t h •/ and fuch courfss can 
bring no th ing bu t I n f a m y in the end. T h e great d i f fe­
rencing Characters which Tertullian giveth between an 
I n f i d e l and a C h r i f t i a n , have taken much w i t h me , and 
teemed to me excellently accommodated to each ? ApoL 
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cap . 45 . guid adeo firmle Philofopbus & Christ anus f Gr#~ 
eta Difcipulus & Cseli ? Fajna Negotiator^-vita ? Verbo-
rum S factorum operator ? T o Trade fo r l i fe eternal , is 
no t conf i f ten t w i t h Trading principally for Fame. 

2 . I t is objected, that furely I am Proud,, and the e v i -
dence is, that I contradict fo many others, aad f p e a k f o 
( l i gh t l y o f others as I do. 

Anfrv. 1. I fay to this as, to» the former: I , m i l l by Gods 
help iearch my heart fo r the fin o f P r i d e ^ d defire them 
t o do the l i k e , and fee that they be wel l acquit f r o m 
u f u r p i n g Gods prerogative, and f landei ing their Bro­
ther . A n d this I dare f a y , that the evidenteft victory-
that I have had againft any fin (except Covetoufnefs ) is 
againft Pride-, and i f I have not conquered this, I have 
conquered none .• A n d yet I feel fuch reiiques o f i t , that 
I am forced to fufpect i t , and conftant iy watch againft i t 
i n all my undertakings. 2. But how come I to be fo u n ­
happy, that only thofe that know me not , load me witfo 
this charge, and never any one Brother did t e l l me o f i t 
t o m y face f 3. I t m a y be w o r t h theit labour to fearch, 
how much Pride may lie i n their impatiency o f con­
tradict ion, and making a man an offender for a word, and 
being fuch that a man knows not how to fpeak to them, 
forfear o f feeming contumelious, by w i thd rawing , or 
no t g iv ing them the honour they expect. I remember 
h o w Aufonexcufcd his f r iend to a man o f fiich a fp i r i t , 
and w i t h a fear le f t after his greateft caution he mou ld 
feem contumelious h imfe l f by the Apologie , Epifi. 14,3. 
ad Proculeianunu Audivi de Memoratojratre tefuijje con* 
quefium, quodnefcio quid tibi contumelioferejfonderit: quod 
quxfite neillam contumeliam deputes, quum certum mihi eft 
nondefuperboanimo procefrfle : Novi enimfiatrem meum : 
fed ftquid in diftutandopro fide fua, &proEcclefid charitate^ 
dixit fortaffeferventius, quam tua graevitas nolktaudire^ 
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nen ilia * Contumacia,fed fiducia mmivanda efl. Collator em * 
enim c$* difputatorem, non Ajjeritatorem cjr Adulator em ^ fe 
efje Cupiebat. Vereor ne me quoque aliquid contumdiofe tnte 
dicere exiflimes : quod'vehementer Caveo^ quantum pofjum. 

4. I f i t be P ride i n me to contradict a few Divines i n 
this part o f the Church , i n this and one former age, and 
that w i t h f o great tendernefs 3c\efpect,what is i t i n them 
to Cont rad ic t the antient Doctors and C h u r c h e s , t i l l 
thefe dayes, and all the other Churches o f the w o r l d t i l l 
now t 5. L e t the Ci ta t ions i n this Book wi tnefs , whe­
ther I proudly affect Angular i ty . 6. I am reviled as a 
Papif t by M r . Crandon, f o r teaching People to depend 
f o much upon their Guides. A n d w i l l they yet condemn 
m e a l f o , for not depending on them < yea fo r no t belie­
v i n g them againft the Evidence o f T r u t h ? which I ne­
ver perfwaded the lovveft C h r i f t i a n to A n d i f I m u f t 
needs depend on any, me th inks i t mould be on the A n ­
t ient Churches and Doc tors , w h o m themfelves do con­
tradict , and ment ion w i t h higher charges o f errour 
(whe ther that be pride let them fee t o i t ) then ever I 
d i d them. I remember the antfent Character o f a Pagan 
and a C h r i f t i a n : Tertull. Apolog. c. m. Vohis humana 
tiftimatio innocerttiam tradidit: humana Wem Dommatio im-
peravit: inde nec plena, nec adeo timend& efl is difciplina ad 
innccenti&Veritatem. Tanta efl Prudentia homin Is ad de­
monflrandum bonum^ quantum author it as adexigendumjam 
Ula falii facility quam ifla Contemni. 

Naz.ianz. orat. 27 . pag, 468 . ( Edit. Morel. ) Atqui 
pier if que f:cws videtur, inquies. jQuid VJ ro m :a t n t ereflrf «J 
ret veritatemmagis curo^immo 'folum euro ? hoc enim vel 
me Condcnmaverityvelabfolverit : hocmiferum vdbeatum 
reddiderit. At quid aliis videalur^ nihil ad n.os, fiemadmo-
dumnec alt enumfomnium. 

ob. 3. B u t thus you break t h e Churches Peace, while 

C o y ° u 
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you pretend to be zealous f o r k : w h y do you not let go 
T r u t h fo r Peace:' 

Anfrv. i . Have the DhTenters ftudyed an anfwer to 
this Qi i e f t ion themfelves < 

2. I refolve by Gods help never to own or fubfcnbe 
to one w o r d o f error forPeace:(& therefore def i remuch 
Caut ion i n Impofed ConfefsionsJ But I am refolved 
to filence any T r u t h for the Churches Peace,which is 
not o f greater moment and w o r t h than i ts Peace, fo to 
be obtained. 

3. I never yet was Confcious o f fuch a G u i l t , o f 
breaking the Churches Peace by the divulging my opi­
nions, ( except in humane frailties, in the manner o f de­
claring them ) : I never endeavour to make a partie fo r 
m y opinions. I ever fpoke more againft fuch parties, 
then fo r my opinions. M y Doctrines', w h i c h they blame,, 
are fo purpofely defigned fo r healing o f the divided 
Churches, that i t was my chief motive to publi 'h them. 
The Churches were lamentably divided about fuch 
things, before that I d id offer mv thoughts for a Reme­
dy: A m not T then dealt with,as i f I went to part two that 
are fighting in t $ ftreet f and though I fpeak them fair, 
and perfwade them to be fr iends, they take witnefs that 
its I that break the Peace j? 

4 . I t is not the peace o f onedivided party or C o u n ­
t r y , that is the Peace of Chr i f t s Church : N o r doth i t 
befeem any C h r i f t i a n to have f o narrow a Spiri t , and to 
overlook C h r i f t s Interef t in the reft o f the Churches : 
but to remember the C o n d i t i o n o f their Brethren 
abroad. 

5• I do here offer k as m y heai t y de f i r e , That my Bre­
thren of the Mini f r y in any of their Affociations , when they 
Are Ajjembled within my reachjvhere I may be prefent, would 

freely queftion any .thing in my Doctrine which they diflike , 
and-
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and when they have heard me [peak for my [elf, if they> fbalt 
afterward determine that 1 ought to filence fuch Doclrinesi 

or that the delivering of them tendeth to the dtjquiet of the 
Churchy I doprcmtfe {if as aforefaid, they feem r<ot to me of 
fuch evidence and moment^ a* to be of more value then the 
Churches Peace, of which fort 1 take not many to be be fides 

fundamentals) that I will forbear an) further public at ion 
of them. Yea we have long been Under f u c h an A g r e e ­
ment in this C o u n t y , whe reby we are engaged t o be 
accountable f o r our Doc t r ine to the AfTociated M i n i -
fters • and never any yet once questioned me f o r any 
th ing w h i c h 1 had Printed or Preach 'c , nor def i red me 
to f o i bare. 

I leave i t therefore t o a more impar t i a l c e n f u r c , w h e ­
ther I be gu i l ty o f breaking the Churches Peace. 

oh]. 4 . Some are much offended that I haveRe-
p lyed to fome Brethren that have wr i t t en aga in f t 
me. 

Anfw. h it their du ty to beg in , and is i t m y fin t o 
make a necc f f i r y Defence t Ei ther their wr i t ings were 
con tempt ib le , or o f considerable weight 5 f h o u l d j f ay 
the firft, it w o u ' d be j u f t l y taken i l l ; I f the latter , e i ­
ther they prove me erroneous, o r not . I f they d o , let 
the equal connderer o f b o t h difcern i t : he may bef t 
judge chat hears b o t h fpeak : Blame me not then f o t 

p l y i n g , { b u t f o r erring in m y R e p l y >y and (hew me 
the error . I f they do not convince me o f error , m o u l d 
I f i l en t l y furfer the Reputa t ion o f man t o c loud the 
T r u t h , and wrong the C h u r c h , and d r aw people in to 
miftakes < A n d is it not marvel chat this O b j e c t i o n 
m o u l d feem.of force againft me , fo r my D e f e n c e 5 & not 
againft them that begin b y an Accufa t ion ? D o we ufe 
t o hear men called in to qt teft ion at any publike Bar , 
and then b lamed and rev i led , f o r appearing,or f o * m a . 

( c 2 ) k ing 
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k i n g their Defence I But this proceeds f r o m the refpef t 
o f perfons , w h i c h b l indeth the wi fe , and pervertetn 
Tuftice. a. -

Thence i t is, that I am blamed by many Friends tor 
Rep ly ing to my Reverend Brother Matter Bhke.who yet 
t e l l me that for all the reft its no matter, they deferved 
no be t te r : W h e n 1 ufed more reverence and cave to 
avoid offenf ive words to him,then any another. Hterome 
fa i th thus to Auguftine (Hieron. Tom.2. p.352. Edit. Bp 
fil.Et inter Epift. Auguft. eft Efift.1Z.fag.17.Edit.Parif) 
Necegotibi, fed caufa caufe reffondit. Et ft culpa eft re-
[pondifa qn&fo ut fat tenter audias^ multo major eft provo­
cate : fed faceffant iftiufmodi queremoni^ftt inter nos fur a 
Qermanitas ejr deinceps non Ghttfttonum^ Jed charttatts, 
ad nos Script a Mittamus. 

Object.^. Others fay that by int imat ing their errors, I 
d i fhonour t h e M i n i f t p y , and b r ing them in to reproach. 

Anfrv. i . A n d yet I am blamed f o r h o n o r i n g them fo 
much, and drawing the people to fo much dependance on 
them. 

2. T h e n do I more difhonour my f e l f ; For, though 
I yet k n o w them not in particular ( for elfe I erred no t ) 
yet in general, I doubt not bu t I have a mult i tude o f er­
rors , and fhal l have while I am here y where we k n o w 
bu t in part. 

3. He that exalteth h imfe l f fhall'be brought l o w , and 
h e t h a t h u m b l e t h h i m f e l f ihall be exalted. I t w i l l more 
honourany M i n i f t e r humbly to confefs his imperfection, 
then to take h i m f e l f wronged by thofe that modeft ly i n ­
timate them, by afterting the contrary T r u t h . Great Au~ 
guftine was not . toogqod to confefs more, Epift. 140* "M' 
daci. Oraculum legis quomodo fern? de cujus tat is at que abdi^ 
tis penetralibttsy Nefcio longe plura quam fcio< A n d o f t he 
hath the l ike . , 

4*-* 
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4. I can honour and reverence m y Brethren, while" I 

honour not their error,which I w o u l d hate i f I f o u n d i t i n 
m y fe l f . Auguft. Epift. 147. Quid autem in te honor are 
non dubitem^ facile intetigts,: Non errorem fchifmatis, unde 
omnes quantum ad me attinet cnpio fanarix dignum honore 
aliquo exijlimo. 

5. I muf f freely confefs that I b o t h take the generali­
t y o f t h e M i n i f t e r s now in England^ t o be the b e f l a n d 
w i f e f t f o r t of men in the Land^and yet to be a great caufe 
of our troubles and calamities , in that they are not w i r 
fer and better then they are: The i r calling requireth f o 
much more then a common degree o f w i f d o m a n d good-
nefs,that i f they be bu t meerly honed as other men, they 
w i l l be our mine . Nazian\. Orat.i. &uh(pag.$,) Fr*r luteihcTnru 
fecU v.el Autiftitis {vitium eft) non quam- optimum ejfe, nec [ J ^ ° ^ e

a t h e c 

novas fubinde virtutum accefsiones facere : Siquidem w-Gresk 3as fup-
tutis fua pr&ftantia multitudinem ad mtdiocritatem tratiu- p°fing more 
rus fit: I b i d . Profeffo Ars quadam Artium & [cientia fci- SandT.". 
entiarum mini ejje videtur hominem regere, animal omnium 
maxime varium & multiplex. Etp.6. At vero homini cum 
difficile fit fire parere, turn mutt a diff/cilius ejje videtur^ 
fcire hominibusimperare 5 at prafertim in hoc noftro imperioy 

quod in lege divina fltum eft, & ad Deum ducit: cujus quo 
majus eft faftigium, majorque dignitas^eo etiam majus peri-
culum ejl^prudenti utique homimfa cordato. 

object.6. Ano the r accufation is, that I " am felici tous 
after a union w i t h fuch as are not to be uni ted w i t h • and 
to that end do bend the T r u t h to fuch a fhape as may feem 
leaft of fenf ive to them which compliance or fync re t i fm 
affected w i t h fuch men, do th argue fome fecret inc l inat i ­
on to their opinions, more t h e n l yet manifefr; 

; Anfrv. 1 . Tor the latter part, I have no anfwer to make, 
bu t to appeal to h i m that k n o w e t h the heart, and k n o w -
eth whether I diffemble m y fa i th , or they be daring f l an -

(c 3) derers 
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derers that give this out . I have fpoke to this in my f o l ­
l o w i n g C o n f e f f i o n , and add w i t h Tertul.Afol.c.io.Nemo 
jaminfamiamincuttat , nemo aliudexijlimet, quia nec fas 
eft ulli de fua Religione mentiri. 

2. I affect no union w i t h any that are not uni ted to 
C h r i f t , or appear f o t o me, by being in union w i t h his 
Church : I w i l l incorporate w i t h none that deny any f u n -
dame ntal eftential point o f C h r i f t i a n i t y : A n d for the 
ref t , I clofe not w i t h them in their errors, bu t in the true 
fa i th which they profe fs , A n d thofe that be unf i t t ed fo r 
actual C o m m u n i o n , though I communicate not w i t h 
them, yet do I take i t to be m y du ty to do my beft t o 
make them f i t . I w i l l not clofe w i t h a Papift,*as a Papift-, 
bu t i f I meet w i t h a Chr i f t i an that goeth under that 
name, I w i l l own h im as a C h r i f t i a n , though not as a Pa-
pift-,and I would endeavor to undeceive h im that I might 
f u l l y er j o y n w i t h h i m : A n d to that end I wou ld take out 
o f the way fome h u r t f u l l f t u m b l i n g b locks , that I f inde 
there laid. I f he be curfed that put te th a ftumbling 
b lock before the b l i nd , I doubt he is too gui l ty that is 
angry w i t h h im that wou ld remove i t . 

3. I never affected a U n i o n on un lawfu l l terms ( fo far 
as I could difcern them •,) Never did I mot ion that we 
m i g h t renounce the leaft part o f Gods T r u t h fo r uni ty 
w i t h any: but only that w e might f inde out the true point 
o f difference, and remove our verbal quarrels out o f the 
way, and then confider, whether our difagreements are 
fuch as w i l l warrant a rejection, feparation, and condem­
nation o f each other, or not and accordingly to clofe, 
or alienate. I n our Agreement about D i f c i p l i n e , fome 
are offended that we affected any agreement w i t h the E -
pifcopal Divines : and m o f t o f them, asaverfe f r o m i t , 
anc' andifpofed to clofe wi th others-, As i f indeed we were 
no t all Brethren and might not we l l be agreed, were we 
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t ru ly and confcionably w i l l i n g . - For m v part, I fee n o 
greater d i f f i c u l t y in the buf inefs . 

4 . T h e forwardnefs that is in many men to keep open 
d iv ihons , and to t h i n k thofe that fay no t as they, to be f o 
great Heret icks or fo erroneous, that we m u f f affect no 
communion w i t h them, and thus mak ing f u c h grounds 
o f their o w n for Church U n i o n , wh ich w i l l not bear i t , is 
a d o w n r i g h t mark o f a Schifmatical Spi r i t , how earnest­
l y foever they may fpeak againft Schi fm. There w i l l ne­
ver be a found C l o f u r e and U n i o n but on C h r i f t s 
G r o u n d - w o r k , and in h im as the Center . T h e Papifts 
are the greateft Schi fna t icks in the worlds that 1 k n o w o f ) 
and yet t%ey are the greateft pretenders to U n i t y , a n d de-
cryers o f S c h i f m , and all by making a new Center f o r 
U n i t y : which who fo doth not do l e i n , m u f t be declaim­
ed by them as Schi fmat ica l , that is, by mak ing new A r ­
ticles o f R u t h , and a new Head to the C h u r c h Ca tho-
l i c k . A n d do not fome enemies o f Popery, t u rn fo far 
to Popery, i n appropriating the C h u r c h to ;hei r o w n 
party, and making their opinions (which the Church 
never owned,at leaf t fo r four hundred years ) to be the 
ground o f U n i t y , and T e f t o f true Chr i f t ians I 

5. I never thought that when ever men d i f fe r , i t is m y 
duty to go in a middle between bo th ( f o r fo that middle 
w i l l be nex t taken for an extream, and men m u f t feek out 
another middle to avoid tha t : ) b u t yet 1 have obferved 
no t on ly that in m o f t differences, men can hardly keep 
out of extreams, and that T r u t h and Peace do exceed­
i n g l y befriend each o ther : -but a l fo that Auftins A r g u ­
ment is very probable, i n Epifi . 20 4 . Donato: perfwading 
h i m to return f r o m Schi fm to the C h u r c h , ibi eft Veritas 
trpktas , quia ibi eft Chrifliana unit as ejrSanc7i Spirit us 
Zharitas. However I am certain that our t o r n condi t ion 
•s n o t f o defirable t o any fenf ib ie well- tempered C h n f t i -
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an, as that i t mould teem to h im an evil to attempt to 
heal us, 1 ts lad to me to fee i t w i t h us, as Auguftine fbme-
t ime complained, Eptfi. 147. Mariti& uxores de fuo Lecto 
fibt confentiunt: & defhrip alt art dtftenttunt: F Hit cum 
pcrentibus unam domumhabent Juam &domum Dei non 
habent unam. Succcderein eorum h credit at em cupiunt, cum 
qutbus de Chrip her edit ate rixantur.Servt & Domini Com-
munemDeumdtvidunt^ quiformam fervi accept ut omnes 
ferviendo liber aret. 

I n a word , i t is my daily defire, and prayer to G o d , 
That thofe men who bate fo narrow a Creed^ and fo large a 
Churchy and thtnk fo contemptuoufty of men, for fome fail-
ings in Doctrine or Pract ice, may not by a fad eruption of 
open Infidelity among us (and that by means of Juch as were 
ftrict profefjors) be forced to fet a higher value on thofe 
whom they now contemn: 1 m u f t lay as Greg. Na\ian\.Orat. 
26.pag,^%. Tuviamminime tritam & inacceffam ingrc-
deris : ego tritam at que calcatam, & qua multi ad falutem 
pervenerunt. Nihilfide no fir-a, fraires, iniquius fingi p of set 
f t in eruditos tantum dicendique jacultate, ac Logicis demon-
pationibus exc client es caderet 5 popular is autem multitude 
ut auro & argento^ aliifque omnibus rebus, qua hie in pretio 
habentur, at que a plerifque avidifsime expetuntur , fic hac 
qmqtic fruftraretur, ac Deus id quod alt urn & excelfum eft 
atque ad paucos pertingit, gratum acceptumque haberet 5 
contra, quod propinqutus e f t , nec vulgt captum fuperat^ 
afpemaretur fyrejiceret. V ide rel iq . 

Y e t I m u f t confefs that the Brethren whom I now 
blame have one extenuation ( though no t fu fnc ien t ex-
cufe, fo r their fin h fomany anddefperate errors have o f 
l a t e r i f enup , that i t is no wonder , i f they be raifed to 
too much jealoufie, and be too ready to charge error upon 
all that fpeak any th ing which they do not wel l under-
ftand. Saith Erafmus in vita Hie onymi. Nullum pit tin-

quam 
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quam feculum fedttiofius,neque Confufius % cjrfic cmma mt 
taminarant hareticorum err ores ac difsidia, ut magna cujuf-
dam art is fuerit orthodoxum efje. Bu t yet k is fad that th i s 
mou ld f o much w r o n g the T r u t h o f G o d , by d r i v i n g 
men in to fuch extreams, as the fame Erafmus there men­
t ioned! , In ifto faclicfifsimo feculo , mx quifquam eximis 
doctushare fees f t f p i t tone carebat, A w i f e man is l o n g in 
at taining t o w i f d o m , and w i t h much diligence k n o w e t h 
more then others: bu t its eafie for a b ra in f ick f e l f - con -
ceited O p i n i o n i f l , t o call h i m Here t i ck for i t , when he 
hath all done. 

i . T h e feventh and great O b j e & i o n is, that I afcribe 
t o o much to mans works . T o which having anfwered 
through the main oody o f th is B o o k , I (ball n o w o n l y 
fay, i . T h a t I fuppofe i f I d i f fer f r o m the commoneftseeBifeop 
op in ion among us, i t is but in g iv ing lefs t o mans works i'ld'c™s

v°B. 
then they d o : N o r mal l their conf ident denial w i t h o u t r ? 0

e

n G f the 
any evidence, make me t h i n k otherwife. H e that is j u - Lords prayer, 
ftified by Fa i th as an i n f t r u m e n t , is j u f t i f i e d b y i t as an a- lZrl°h^ 
gent or act •, f o r Actio efl Inftrumenti eaufalitas, I dare no t condition of 
go fo h igh f o r all the new Argumen t s that I fee produ- o w l , * r d o n -
ced f o r i t . 2. I fee many w e l l meaning zealous men d i ­
v i d i n g our Rel ig ion ,and runn ing i n t o t w o defperate ex­
treams. One f o r t by the heat o f opposit ion to Popery, 
do f e e m t o have fo rgo t t en , that Fai th and C h r i f t h i m ­
f e l f , are bu t Means, and a way f o r the r e v o k i n g f o u l t o 
come home to G o d by ^ and thereupon place al l the ef-
fence o f t he i rRe l ig ion inba re Bel ieving, f o making that 
the W h o l e , wh ich is bu t the D o o r or Means to Better, 
even to a con fo rmi ty o f the f o u l to the image and w i l l 
©f G o d . 1 & 

Others obfe rv ing this error.f l ie fo far f r o m i t as t o make 
Fai th i t f e l f and C h r i f t to be fcarce neceffary: f o a man 
save bu t Gods image, fay they, upon his f o u l , what 

" ( d ) matter 



The Preface to the Readers. 
matter is i t , w h i c h way he comes by re i whether by 
C h r i f t or b y other means 1 A n d f o they take all the 
H i f t o r y o f C h r i f t to be ameer Accident to our necef t j -
ry b e l i e f a n d the precepts on ly o f H o l y n e f s * o be o f 
A b f o l u t e N c c e f l i t y . 

T h e fo rmer contemn G o d , under pretence o f ex to l -
ing C h r i f t . T h e latter contemn C h r i i t , u n ier pretence o f 
ex to l l i ng G o d alone.For the object is apprehended on ly 
b y the a d : he therefore that concemneth the a<5t,doth 
contemn the object , as an object. A n d f o he that pre­
tending to ex to l C h r i f t o r Fa i th , degradeth G o d l y -
ne f s , thereby f o far re jec te th G o d : A n d fie that on 
pretence o f ex to l l i ng G o d l y n c f s , degrradeth Faith, f o 
fa r re jec te th C h r i f t its objec t , w h i c h makes me think o f 
a Paffage o f Greg.Naz,Unz.Orat.i.ya.i6. where (hewing 
h o w b y abuf ing the Doct r ine o f the T r i n i t y fome were 
become A t h e i f t s ( t h a t is , denyed confequently any 
God-head ) and fome Jews (zsArrias) headde tha 
t h i r d f o r t t h a t i n a m i f t a k i n g way o f avo id ing the fo r ­
mer being nimis Ortbodox^ioo O r t h o d o x , d id w o r f h i p 
many Gods in the T r i n i t y . 

O n the one fide, C h r i f t were not C h r i f t , the Saviour 
o f fou l s , i f he fhou ld not b y F a i t h , b r ing them to ho-
l y n e f s , and fave t h e m f r o m their fins. 

O n the other fide, i t is a fa l fc fuppof i t i on that any but 
C h r i f t is able to renew Gods Image on the f o u l . For, 

i . I t is on ly C h r i f t that b y his b l o o d ha th removed 
Imped imen t s , and purchafed this Power , not in to ano* 
thers h a n d , but i n to his o w n . 
•a,. I t is C h r i f t on ly that b y off ice is appointed thereunto: 

3. I t is C h r i f t o n l y that hath given fu f f l c i cn t pre­
cepts, B i r e & i o n s , and Rules f o r Sanctification. 

4 . A n d he on ly tha t ha th propounded a fuff icient 
Encouragement and M o t i v e in the Promifes o f another 
W c . 5 , A u d 
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1 . A n d i t is he on ly tha t can fend f o r t h a C o n q u e r . 

mg Spine to f an fKf i c and b r i n g back the fouls o f men 

lu c • • , I S ° n l y t o h i m c h a c G o d h a t h c o m m i t t e d the Spiri t thus t o b e f t o w . 
~ I do therefore deteft b o t h thefc extreams. But yet i t 
being the f o r m e r that I take to be the greater, and tha t 
too many men o f better repute do give t o o much 
countcnanc t o , in their inconfiderate difputes againft 
W o r k s in Just i f icat ion, I t hough t I had a CalJ to fpeak 
m l o great a Caufe . r 

M y opin ion is that its Eflfcnt ial t o Tu f t i f y inp Faith 
t o t a k e C h n f t a s L o r d and Saviour-, and that they w h o 
f a y But not ^ f t f f i i t g j o emply fa l f e Doc t r ine as 
I h a T c d f t w h e r c d i f c o v c r c d t I th ink tha t H o W f s is 
o the Effcnce o f C h r i f t a n i t y 5 a n d i f I were fure a man 
were u n h o l y , ! w o u l d not ca l l h i m fexcept analogical ly) 
a C h n f t i a n . TertulApoL c. 46. f a i t h , Sed dicetaliquis 
ttiam de noftrisexcederequofdam a Regula difcipUna : De-
Juntturn Chrifttanihabcripenes nos : Philsfophi -veroilli 
cum talibusfafiU in Nomine & in honore fapientU perfe-
wrant A n d cap. 43 . Nemo illic (in carceribus, & c . ) 
Chnftianus mft plane tantum Chrift anus : am ft aliud, jam 
nonchrifiianus. Athenagoras Legat. fro Chrift.p. 3. NuU 

m m ^ f t ^ s malus efl, mfi hamprofefsiomm fault-
writ. That i t i$ the ve ry bufinefs o f C h r i f t , the Spi­
r i t and a l l Ordinances, to b r ing back the fou l f r o m G . d 
t o the Creature. See wha t Na^ianz,. f a i t h , Orat. 1 pag. 

1. Huic contra fcopus eft, anim* pemas addere , ac mund$ 
eameripere, Desqne dare,Div:namque Ima^tnem , aut ma-
nentemCcnjervare, aut pert clit ant em fulcire, aut dUrjfum 
tn Prijtwum ftatumrevocare , Chnflumque per piritim 
Jtnttum in peclork domicilium admittereutque ut fnmmatim 

a'cam,eum,qmfuperniagminis fit, Deumefficere,drfuper-
v&rnHatitudincm ipfi comparare: HucUagtftra Uxtendit: 

(d 2) Hue 


