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: the perverting of them 5 that they may become his inftry-
ments, to the perverting of thereft. ;
% , For Magiftrates, he would firft taint them with fe-
: cret infidelity 5 orelfe engage them to the utmoft in a
carnal {elf-intereft, and perfwade them thac Chrifts In-
tereft doth ftand in their way. He would delude them fo
faras to caufe them to miftake where their intereft Iyeth,
g and {o toefpoufe them to an intereft inconfiftent with
? Chrifts ; and then will they be involved before they
& are aware into a {eeming neceflity of fighting againft
Heaven, and fecret or open oppofition of the Church '
The deceiver would make them forget, that from Chrift
they have their power, and usder hine and for him muft
they hold it, and exercife ir. A fairer opportunity in-
deed hehath to draw the Princesand Great ones of the
world, to forget that they are but men, and {ervanes, and
; to forget the fading vanity and danger of their condition,
" and to Rebel againft Chyift by felf exaltation, then with
' the meaner and poorerinhabitants of the earth: He of-
fereth them a more golden and glorious bait , and there-
F by hath hitherto befooled the moft of them, to fall up-
E on that ftone thae will dath them in picces, Or elfeif he
; cannot taint them with the common Profanefs,he will at
1€aﬁ~engag.e,,th¢m;o ahatred of the power of Godlinefs.
] Orif he can taint them (as he did Conflantins) with He-
Z refie, he will engage them to fall upon the {foundeft in
the Church, Or can he but delude them to G by, and as
K N?%?ﬁs tolook on, asbeing indifferent berween Chrift
and him, atleaft, he will deprive the Church of the be- -
nefic of their power, or of that fpecial incereft in them,
which they may claim from their cominiffion. As Nazi-
angen calls the Magiftrate the Vice-gerentof Chrift ;
fo maythe Ghﬂm,:jﬂﬁly_s. {ay as. Tertullian did, Apologet,
Cap« 3 3«, Imperatorem neceffe eft wt: fufpicidmns,ut eum quen
: Dominus
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The Prefacetothe Readeys,
Dominus Nofter elegit : wt merito dixerim, Nofter eft magis
Cefar, ut 4 Noftro Deo Conflitutus. _
4 But the main defign of the enemy is againft their Pa-
ors.

Some of them he keeps in afuperficial | carnal and
cuftomary Chriftianity 5 So that they never {oundly be-
lievedthe grear myfteries which(for Living)they ftudy
and preach: And how fuchare like to edifie the Church,
and preach that heartily to others that never was in their
own hearts, youmay eafily Judge : when they muft
fpeak all out of theirbooks , and by hear-fay, and the
common opinion of others, of things which they never
well believed or felt themfelves.

Others he intangleth in worldly affairs , and caufech
them o mind the matters of the flefh, that they are
heartle(s and unfaichful in their maters work s Sothat
poor fouls may goto Hell with very little difturbance
and ftarve even at the next door to them, while they are
minding their Own matters, or are dulled by lazynefs,
and addick their ~chiefeft affe@ions and endeavours
to the fervice of fovile-a mafter astheir fiefh.

How far Satan hath prevailed thisway, with the Pa-
Rors of the Congregations , is 2 matter of tooclear
Evidence, and very fad confideration. As they domoft
grofly mifcarry among the Papifts, and more defiled
parts of the Church, by keeping up Ignorance,and Dif-
cord, and & Carnal, Pompous , Ceremonious” worfhip ,
that they may uphold a carnal Intereft of their owir 5 So
I'wouldin: the moft Reformed Churches we were mote
Innocent then weare. Whatan ignorane, or negligent
miniftery was: (for the greaterpart ) in England; in the

_ timeof  the late Bifhops rule, yeawhat oppofers.of God-

lynefs, and too many of themv openly deboift , I need
ot tell any chae will believe their eyesand: ears, And,
| (b) though
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though through the great mercy of God’, the cafeis'
much altered in thofe refpects,yet alas, how lew arethey
A evenof thofe thatwehope ate Godly , who: earneftly
thirft after the {aving of mens fouls, and lay out them-
felves freely in publike and private, in faithful endea-
vors to that end 7 What amulcitudeof fleepy, heartlefs
Preachers are there, that give not the Alarum of ‘Gods/
approaching Iudgement to the drowfie fouls. that daily
fit under them, nor fpeak to poor peoplé with any fuch
feriounefs, as befeems them in a matter of fuch unfpeak-
able confequence. How feldom in many places fhall we
hear an awakening heart-warming Sermon? And of thofe
few that are {erious and diligent, fo few have ability to
put their matter into any handfom drefs , and {fo many
run out into intemperance and divifions, that it harden-~
eththe drowfie Preachers the more in their way 5 and
they take theirdulnefs for fobernefs, and their confcien-
€es -do the lefs check them for their neglect of mens
{ouls. Thisis the unhappy cafe of many men of Good
learnmg.gnd parts : They are fo fenfible of the evil of
the exorbitancies of the times, that they overlook and
regard not the evil of their own heartlefls and unfaith-
ful Adminiftration. If they hear a Private man ufe fome
ﬂ“ﬁ}: expreflions in prayer, it extreamly offendeth them:
butif they totally omit i, they are not much offended
avit. ‘They forgerthat God will hear more with many
{lips of the tongue,and unhandfom words, then witha
negledtof  his worthip, ora heartlefs performance of it :
and that their well-dreft forms, if lifelefs, are ftinking
 earkafles; orufelefs pictures, when a broken heart, with
~ broken expreffions: may go away with the blefling. And
therefore they are commonly/againft private mens pray-
- ing together, efpecially beforemany ; And as the Pa-
pifts would drive them from the Scripture for fear of

| A abufing
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abufing it, fo would they drive them from fuch Prayer,
Ieft they {hould hap to ufe fome unhanfome words.
. Were there no other charge againft the pious Mini-
ftery of England,but only the common negle of Difci-
pline,Ithink we fhould be athamed to look upto heaven.
Becaufe the Sword doth not enforce it, they think no-:
thing can be done 5 fuch contemptuous thoughts have
they of their own offices, and the {piritual Sword which
Chrift hath putinto their hands. Becaufe there are diffe-
rences about fome Modes and Accidentsof Dilcipline,
therefore will they negle& the fubftance , which molt
" are agreed in. Some will examine mens fitnefs for the
Sacrament, and think they have doneall , if they keep
the unworthy from that Ordinance ; fuffering them ftill
toremain members,and enjoy other parts of Commu-
nion. If Ruling be as Effential a part of our Paftoral
5 work as Preaching, then are thofe to be numbred among
b Negligent Minifters , that negle to Rule , aswell as
o thofe thatnegle® to Preach. And why the Magiftrate
e - fhould not Punifh [uch negligent. ones., as well as the
& | other, I yet know not. : s R RN
But the great advantage that Satan hath gotupon the
Church, through the {in of the Paftorsin thefe latter
times, is by Divifion: Forby this he hath much promo- G
ted all the reft of his Defigns. "Infidelity it felf breaks .
in upon us 5 and not only the vulgar, but many of for- ‘
‘mer forwardnefs and parts, do queftion or caft off all Re-
ligion, becaafe they fee us of fo many minds and wayes.
. Andour fin ‘hath 28 héﬁn‘dus Aggravationsas moft mens
la “can have : Tn that 7 are the men that have {eenthe fad
£ effe@s.of Divifion, that have had fuch extraordinary me-
- dicines to heal them fuch Calls, {uch opportunities and
- advantages for a clofite , “and folong tide in all ' We
“have livéd to (e the Chuichin'danger -of being {wak
' (b2) e lowed
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fowed up by deceitand by violence; and yet as we have
laid it open to all this danger by our ‘divifions or negli-
gence, fowedo fit ftill and dolittle to refcueit from the -
danger. '

S%me are regardlefs of thefe matters: fome only en-
quire as of a matter of news, what othersdoin it , and
wifh it were done, while they fit ftill : fome cry out of
the Magiftrate for not doing his part, not confidering
how they condemn themfelves for neglecting their own.
Few are able to do what our neceflity requireth ; and
not many willing : Few have a skill in narrowing a differ-
ence ; in finding out the true point and ftate of it, and
hitting on the right remedy : Knd fewer know their own
inability 5 and therefore we donot only want Healers ,
but we want men of {o much meeknels, and felf-denial]
and Chriftian humility, as to give their confent, that
others may do that, which they cannot do themfelves:
And well were itif they would not reje&t what they ap-
prove of, meerly becanle it is notof their doing or mo-
tioning, orbecaufeit comes not from thofe whom they
efteem. Too many there are alfo, that are {0 apparently
€arnal, that they will do nothing till they know whether
it be pleafing 1o thofein Power, left they fhould make
an illbargain in hazarding their outward welfare, and in
difpleafing men that can hurtthem, to pleafe Chrift,
who they prefume will not hure them. And yet more are
there, that apprehending how much the exercife of
Chriftian Difcipline difgl:afeth the vulgar, and confe-
quently will lofe them their love and maintenance , will
razher quietly lecall alone, then unite with any in fo un-
gratefull a work., o

And yet more hainous is our fin in the continuance of
theie divifions, in that we bave been too much guilty of

: being
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being the Leaders into it, and therefore thould lead out-
of it; andin that it efpecially belongeth toour office 5
andin that we have yet fome fuch intereft in our peoples
eftimation that we may probably do fomewhat toward it.
But {pecially, becaute the remedy is fo obvious, and our
union fo eafie, were we but truly willing and induftri-
ous to attain it, 1, For Difcipline, our differences lie in
: {o narrow a rootn, that there is no probability of the con-
i tinuance of abreach, if 'we had but got together, and
~ humblyandlovingly followed on the work, in impartial
~ confultations, and 1 féeking Gods direction. 2. And
| for Doctrine,we havea Teft and Rule {ufficient to unite
m: we have the whole {acred Scripture, whichif we all
profels to believe , we furely make a full profefsion of
Faith. Orif that be too large ; we have the Apoftles
Creed, or other ancient Creeds of the Charch; and the
Scripture before us, fufficient to afford us both mat-
rer and words for a full and fir ‘Confefsion of out  ®
Faith. — ek ‘ : ;
But the Deceiver hath here over-reacht us as much as
inany thing: Someare fuch Infidels andindifferent to all »
Religions, that they would haveno Teft at all; buthave
all tolivein a brdken LicenticufnesBut I hope amongft
Mihifters thefe arebut few. The far greater number run
1nto the contrary extream,and would have ‘almoft all that
thruft on others which they are confident of themfelves :
(And confiderice isnot the beft or commoneft” fign of
Truth.) Hence are our large and difputable confeffions,
to beimpofed on others : Hence isit that every man is {0
ready tolay the heavieft charges on thofe thas differ from:
his own conceits. That is hainous error which croffeth
Quropinions, and where we err not for company': atid
we are willing the Magiftrate fhould reftrain men from
contradicting us, as being fecretly confcious of our own
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difability,to make good the canfe that we are {o confident:
isshEighbos Hincnolod vliniseq's 1t iy mibas - 5. i

. All this muft be done; under fome pious pretence: It
isina blinde zeal for unicy that the Papifts deftroy (as
much as in them lyeth)the Unity of the Chuich = ITtisin
a blinde zeal againft error that many an error 1s promo-
ted. The moft deftructive engine(forought L can .ungigr-
ftand that ever was ufed to divide that Church,were Hu-
mane, {uperfluous, and queftionable Rules, in impofed
Confeflions, intended by proudand:ignorantmen,. for;
the Unity of that Churcfg_,“an‘d -the fecurity. of the
Truth., . : o tiac

- ivr

~J Hefebeing the apparent ways of .the Churches Re-
A Coverg)(_by_ Chrift, andits danger from the Deceiver,
which are before mentioned; I have judged it my duty to
promote as much.as T could, Chrifts means for our reco-
very,and to oppofe as muchas I could the Enemies, de-
figns and endeavors for our ruine, Andin my weak per-

» formances my encouragements have been {uch fromGod:
and man, that I have no canfe to complain, or to be much
difcouraged by {ome fmaller Oppofition, T muft riceds.
confefs that Idid not, nor could; in, modelty expet the
tenth pare of that acceprance and fruic of my poor £a
bors; as upon experience I have fince found, And when

T meet, wich, oppofition, my; confcicace confteaineth me
Lo fufpect my own milcarriage, and firft toenquire, how
far I have. givencaufe. Bucwhen [ have madeas imparti-
alan enquiry as I am able, and am more confirmed in the
‘Truth which I have owned, -1 dare not defert ehat Truch
;apder precence of humility. Nor dareiI bely my felf to
Agmongother mengron oy ni atea s S

Drk BT Riuogt a3stRizaN ‘ads ol "
- The Objections thac Lhaye heard mzfdgagamﬁ me,be-
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The Preface to the Readers.
fides whatin this Book T have anfiwered already , I fhall
here briefly toiich upon -and give fome part of my an-
fwer in'the words of Sthers thit can better bear 6f the
blow, becaufe mine own are o lyableé to mifconftrui--
ons, and have by thefe disfatisfied Brethren been fo
much wrefted as they have oft been. '

1. Somehave given out that I am addiéted to fingu--
larity, and affe& tohear an Egoprimusinveni, Their proof
for ought thatever I could Tearn, is‘only from my Wris
tings, becaufe I {ay not in‘all things as they do. - :

v To thefe Brethren I fay 1. Ihall promife by the grace

e of God to watch my heart with what diligence I_vc'im.,v ‘ ;
~ againft theaffectacion of fingulatity , and T defire their ;

~ prayers and admonitions for my furtherancé, 2. And T |

- would have them alfo fearch, left they prove guilty of a

fg, flander, while they enterinto mens hearts, and venture

;o proclaim what they donot knos, Isthis the encou-
;? ragement they give to Truth , thatno man'can tell them
?f’l‘ one word more then they have confidered  (thoush he

>~ profefs himfelf never {6 much below them in other |
o things) butit muft be rejeéted as Novelty, and himfelf

d charged with fingularity 7 Are they {ure that I may not

b have better ends then theyimagine? 3. And I fhall'en- |

5 8age thefmall reputation of my reading; to make good, |

¢ thatche Opinions which I oppofe are moft, if not every

1 oneof them, notorious Novelties, contrary to the: Do-

?1 Crine of the Ancient Chriftians for many hundred years

¢ after Chrift. .1 profefs to efteem it an unchriftian thing

o - tohuntafterfameand vain-glory , much more to pur- C

ie  Chafeit by the fale of T rath; and fuch courfes can ,

1€ briﬂg‘ﬂmhing-but Infamy in the end.” The great diffe

i rencing Characters which Tertullian giveth becween an |

9 Infidel and a Chriftian, have taken much withme , and, |

4 cemed to me excellently accommodated to eachi , Apoplo &

»5’ TR : T €aps a
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{' ,Capw &6, Quid adeo fimile Philofsphws & Chriftianns 2 Gre-
’ c14 Difcipwlus & Celi 2 Fyma Negotiatar, ¢ vite ? Verbo-
: yum fﬁﬂamm operasor ¢ To Trade for life eternal | is
not confiftent with Trading principally for Fame.

2. Itisobjected, that furely I am Proud, and the evi-
dence is, that I contradi& {o many oshers, and fpeak fo
| {lightly of others as I do. : ‘

i Aﬂzv., 1. Ifay to.this astothe former: Lwill by Gods
i  help fearch my heart for the {in of Pride,and defire themy
I to do the like , and {ee thac they be well acqait from
f ufurping Gods prerogative,, and flandering their Bro-
f ther. | And this T dare fay, that the evidenteft viltory
= ~that T have had againft any fin (excepe Covetoutnels ) is
: againft Pride; andif I have not conquered this, I have
conquered none : And yet I feel fuch reliques of it, that
Tam forced to fufpet it, and conftantly watch againt it
P in all my undertakings. 2. Buthow come I to be foun-
k- happy, that on{lgr. thofe that know me not, load me withe
t this charge, and neverany one Brother did tell me of it
: tomy face ¢ 3. Itmay beworth theislabour toi fearch,
E. how much Pride may lie in their impatiency of com-
tadiction, and making a man an offender fora word, and

b being fuch thata man knows not how to fpeak to them,
forfear of feeming contumelious , by withdrawing, or
f not giving them the honour they expect, I remember

how 4al£lin:excufed his friend toa. man of fuch a fpirit,
y and with, a fear left after his greateft caution he fhould

feem contumelious himfelf by the Apologie, Epif. 143.
b ad Proculesanum. Audivi de gilemom?oﬁ:%re) teygz)g]n cﬁv

queftum quod nefcio quid tibi contumeliofe refponderss : quod

quafote neillam contumeliam deputes, quumscertum mibi eff
i non de fuperboanimo procefSiffe : Nows enim fratrem menns=
; fed fiquid in difpstando pro fide fua, & proEcclefiacharitate,
E dixit fortafle ferventine, quam tna gravitas nolles andires

!
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wonilla* Contumacia, [ed fidycia wominandn cft. Collatorem” F "”f’i??d
enins & difputasorem, non Affentatorem & ddulatorem, (e o
effe Cupiebat, Vercor ne me quogue aliquid contumsliofe inte
dicere exiftimes : quod vehementer Caveo, quantum poffum.
4. If it be Pridein me to contradi&t a few Divines in
this partof the Chuich, in this and one former age,and -
that with fo great tenderne(s &iefpect,whatis it in them
~ to Contradi¢t theantient Dotors and Churches ; till
thefe dayes, and all the other Churches of the world «ill
now ¢ 5. Letthe Citationsin this Book witnefs, whe-
ther I proudly affect fingularity. 6. Iam reviled asa
Papift by Mr. Crandon, for teaching People to depend
fo much upon their Guides. And will they yet condemn
me allo, for not depending on them ¢ yea fornot belie-
ving them againft the Evidence of Truth¢ whichI ne-
ver perfwaded the loweft Chriftianto  And if Imuft
needs depend on any, me thinks it thould be on the An-
tient. Churchesand Doctors, whom themfelves do con-
tradict , and mention with higher charges of errour
(whether that be pridelet themfee to it ) then ever I
did them. Iremember the antient Character ofa Pagan
and a Chriftian : Tertull. Apolog.c: 48, Vobis humana
@ftimatioinmocentiam tradidit: humana itew Dominatio iv-
peravit : inde nec plens, nec adeotimends eftis difcipline ad
innocentie Veritatem, Tanta ¢ft Prudentia hominis ad. de-
onflrandum bonum, quantun authoritas ad exigendumtam
illa fall; facilis; quam ifta Contemmi.. | as o
. Naziapz. Orat. 27. pag. 468. ( Edit. Morel. ) Atqus ;
 plerifque fecus widetur, inguies, Quidvero m2a_ia tereft.qut \
W1 veritatem magis curo, immo [olum curo 2 hoc enizs wvel |
me Conderimaverit, vel abfolverit = hoc mifer wm el beatum
reddiderit. At quid aliis videatur, nihil ad nos, guemadmo-
dum nec alicnnm (omminm. R AT
0b. 3. Butthus yon break th e Chuiches Peacs,while
(C ) B ’ ; you
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you pretend tobe zealous forit : why do you not let go
- Truth for Peace? :

Anfw. t. Have the Diffenters ftudyed an anfwer to

this Queftion themfelves ¢ »
2. I refolve by Gods helpnever toown or {ubfcribe
to oneword oferror for Peace:(& therefore defire much
Caution in Impofed Confefsions) : But T am refolved
10 filence any Truth for the Churches Peace,which is
not of greater moment and worth than its Peace, {oto
be obtained, = :
3. T never yet was Confcions of {uch 2 Gaile, of
breaking the Churches Peace by the divulging my opi-
nions, (except in humane {railties, in the manner of de-
claring them ): T never endeavour to make a partie for
my opmmons.  Tever fpoke more againft fuch parties,
then formy opinions. My Doctrines, which they blame,
ate fo purpofely defigned for healing of the divided
Churches, that it was my chief motive to publih them,
- The Churches were lamentably divided - about fach
things, before that T did offer my thoughts foraReme-
dy:Amnot I then deale ¥ith,as i T went to part two that
are fighting in o freet 7 and thou sh14peak them fair,
?nd perfivade them to be friends, they take witnef(s that
its | that break the Peace ? : ;

4. Itisnot the peace of onedivided party or Coun-
trey, that is the Peace of Chrifts Charch : “Nor dothit
befeem any Chriftian to have {o narrow a Spirit, and to-
overlook Chrifts Intereftin thereft of the Churches :
but to remember the Condition. of their Brethten
abroad. : ‘

5- Tdohete offer it as my hearty defire, That my‘Breﬁ
Hhren of the Miniftry in any of their Affociations | whin they
are Affembled within my reach,where 1 maybe prefent, wonld

[reely queftion any thing in my Doctrine which 1hey diflike

bl

apd.
L+ 1

PO —— e




..,.,

T i M et A, A SRS S R S gte SR W SRS Bt R ¢ T T S

— —— P~

The Prefaceto the Readers.

andwhen they bave heard me [peak for wy [elf, if they fhall
afterward determine that 1enght 10 filence (uch Doctrines,

07 that the delivering of them tendeth 1o the difqniet of the
Church, 1do promife (1f as aforefaid, they feem not to me of
[uch evidence and moment, asto beof more value then the
Churches Peace, of which fort Itake not many to be befides
fundamentals) thar 1 will forbear any further publication
of them. Yea we have long been under fuch an Agree-
ment in this County, whereby we are engaged to be

accountable for our Doétrine to the Affociated Mini-

fters 5 and never any yet once queftioned me for any
thing which1 had Printed or Preach’t, nor defired me
to forbare.

Ileave it therefore to a more impartial cenfure,whe-
ther I be guilty of breaking the Churches Peace.

0bj. 4. Some are much offended that I have Re-
plyed ro fome Brethren that have written againft
me.

Anfw. 1s it their duty to begin, and is it my fin to
make a necefliry Defence ¢ Either their writings were
contemptible, or of confiderable weight 5 thould I fay
the firft, it would be jultly caken ill : If thelatter , el
therthey prove me erroneous, or not. - If they do, let
the equal confiderer of bothdifcern it : he may beft
judge chat hears both fpeak : Blame me not then for
Replying,{ but for erting in my Reply 5 and fhew me
the error. If they do not convince me of error, fhould

~ Hilendly {ufer che Reputation of man to cloud the

Truth,and wrong the Church , and draw people into
miltakes 2 And is itnot marvel thac chis Objeétion
thould {eem of force againft me,for my Defence, & not
againft them that begin by an Accufation ? Do we ufe
to hear men called into queftion at any publike Bar,
and then blamed and reviled, for appearing,or for ma-

(C 2 ) kmg
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king their Defence ? But this proceeds from the refpe&t
of perfons 5 which blindeth the wife, and perverteth
Jutbices oo 37 e i L e

Thence'itis, that I amblamed by many Friends fox
Replying to my Reverend Brother Mafter Blake,who yet
tell me that for all the reft its nomatter, they deferved
1o better: When 1 ufed more reverence and care to
dvoid offenfive words tohim,then any another. Hicrore
faich thus to Awguffine (Hieron. Tom.2.p-352- Edjt. Ba-
[il. Etinter Epift. Augnftoeft Epij},l8.pag.z7_Ea'it.P4r1f-)
Nec egotibi, [ed canfa canfe refpondit. Et [i culpa eft re-
[pondilfe, qnafout patienter andsas, multo major ¢ft prove-
caffe : [ed face[Jant iftinfmodi queremonia,fit inter nos pura
Germanitas 5 & deinceps non Quaftionnm, [ed charitatis,

-Objet.5. Others fay thatby intimating their errors, T
difhonour the Miniftev, and bring them into reproach,

* Anfw. 1. Andyet1amblamed forhonoring them fo
.‘trl‘l}‘ﬁhza‘.,‘d drawing the people to fo much dependance on-
T RO DGR G

. 2. Then do I more difhonour my felf: For, though
Lyet know them not in particular (forelfe I erred not)

-yetin general, I doubt not but T have a maldtade of er-

zors , and fhall have while T am here , where we know

S DEt m Baft, " *.T e
1] :
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3. Hé that éxalteth himfelf hall be bronght low, and

g o L3

?E‘q@ at humblech himfelf fhall be exalted. It will more

onourany Minifter Rumbly to confefs his imperfection,

timate

@Te&rjigibyi afferting the contrary, Truch. Great Au-

- then to take himfelf wronged %;hofe tharmodeftly in-.

NCiragtird
- guftine

as N0t £00 god t6_con
daci. Orac %3, &>

08q0d to confefls tore, Epiff.140. Au-
Ligis qutamods fiims, de tujsis latis atque abdi~
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tispenetralibus, Nefcio longe plura quams fcio And oft he
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4. Icanhonourand reverence my Brethren, while I
honour not their error,which I would hate if T found itin
my {elf. Aduguft. Epiff. 147. Quid autem in te honorare
now dubitem, facile intelligs : Non errorem [chifmatis, unde
omnes quantum. ad me attinet cupio [anari, dignum honore
aliquo exiftimo, i f :
5. 1 muft freely confefs that T both take the generali-
ty of the Minifters now in England, to be the beftand
wifeft fort of men in the Land,and yet to be a great caufe
of our troubles and calamities , in that they are not wi-
fer and better then they are: Their calling requireth o
much more then a compon degree of wifdomand good-
nefs,thatif they bebut meetly honeft as other men, they

feitivel usiftitis (vitinm eft) non quam- optimum €[[¢, nec
#0v45 [ubinde Virtutum accefsiones facere : Siquidem vir-

rusfir : Ibid. Proifeé‘fb’ Ars quadam Artinm & fcz’e;z!z’zz fei-
-entiarum mihi ¢ffe videtur hominem regere, animal amuinm
maxime varium & mmltiplex, Et p.6. At vero homini cum
difficile it [cire parere, tum multo difficilius ¢ffe videtur,
1 Jeire hominibus imperare 5 a prafertim in hoc noftro imperio,
| quod in lege divina fitum efl, & ad Deum ducit = cujus-quo
‘. majus.eft faftiginm, maj orque dignitas, co etiam majus peri-
' - culum eftsprudenti wtique homini ¢ cordai o

o1, Object.6. Another accufation 15, that I am folicitous
<after.a union with fuch as are not-to be united with ; and

By o o (o
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teatt offenfive to them ; which compliance or {yncretifin
-affected with fuch men, doth argue fome fecret inclinati-
-on.to theiropinions, more then 1 yet manifeft; ‘

. Anfw.1. For the latter part, T have noanfwer to make,
b | but to appeal to him that knoweth the hieart, and know-
??’” - cthwhether I diffemble my faich, or they be daring flan-
w - : (c3) : derers

‘will be our ruine. Nazian3. Orat. 1. {aih (pag.8.) Pra- TuletheTrzns|
i {latioa rather

then the

Greck,as fup--
tutss (ue praflantia multitudinem ad mediocritatem traélu- pofing more

Readers un-
dzirftand ite

-tothat end do bend the Truth to fuch a fhape as may feem.
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“The Preface to the Readers.
derers that give this out. T have fpoke to this in my fol-
lowing Confeffion, and add with Tertul. Apol.c.20.Nemo
jam infamiam incutiat | nemo alind exiftimet, quia nec fas
eftulli de [ua Religione mentiris e
2. Taffe& nounion with any that are not united to
Chrift, or appear foto me, by being in union with his
Church: I will incorporate with none that deny any fun-
damental effential point of Chriftianity: And for the
reft, I clofe not with them in their errors, but in the true-
faich which they profefs. And thofe thatbe unficted for
actual Communion , though 1 communicate not with
them, yet doItake it to be myduty to domy beft to
L& make them fit. I will not clofe'witha Papift,as a Papift;
‘but if T meet with a Chriftian thac goeth under that
i name, I will own him as a Chriftian, though not asa Pa-
E< * pift;and I would endeavor to undeceive him that I mighe
fullyer joyn with him: And tothatend I would take out
of the way fome hurtfull ffumbling blocks, that I finde
: there laid. If he be curfed that putteth a ftumbling
& block before the blind, I doubt he is too guilty that is
angry with him that would removeiit. .
3. Ineveraffected a2 Union on unlawfull terms (fo far
as I could difcern them ;) Never did I motion that we
might renounce the leaft part of Gods Truth for unity
withany: butonly that we might finde out the true Point
2 of difference, and remove our verbal quarrels out of the
] way, and then confider, whether our difagreements are
fuchas will warrant a rejeion, {feparation, and condem-
nation of each other, or not; and accordingly to clofe,
oralienate, Inour Agreement about Difcipline , fome
F are offended that weaffeéted any agreement with the E-
3 pifcopal Divines : and moft of them, asaverfe fromit,
and undifpofed to clofe with others; As if indeed we were
notall Brethren ; and might not well be agreed, werewe

truly
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The Preface to the Readers.,
tealy and confcionably willing : For my part; I fee no
- greater difficulty in the bufinefs.

_4-_ The forwardnefs that is in many men to keep open
divifions, and to think thofe that {ay not as they, tobe fo
great Hereticks or {o erroneous, that we muft affe@ no
‘Communion with them, and thus making fuch grounds
of their own for Church Union, which will not bear it,is
- a downright mark of a Schifmatical Spirit, how earneft-
ly foever they may fpeak againft Schifm. There will ne-
" ver be a found Clofure and Union but on Chrifts
Ground-work, and in him as the Center. The Papifts
are the greateft Schifinaticks in the world(that I know of)
- and yet they are the greateft pretenders to Unity,and de-
cryers of Schifm, and all by makinga new Center for
Unity: which who (o doth not clofe in, muft be difclaim-
ed by themas Schifimatical ; that is, by making new Ar-
ticles of Faith, anda new Head to the Church Catho-
lick. And donot fome enemies of Popery, turn {o far
to Popery, in appropriating the Church to their own
party, and making their opinions (which the Church
never owned,atleaft for four hundred years ) to be the

ground of Unity, and Teftof true Chriftians!

5. Inever thought that when ever men differ,it is my-
duty to goin a middle between both (for fo that middle
will be ne xt taken for an extream, and men muft feek oug.
another middle toavoid that:) bue yet 1 have obferved
notonly that in moft differences, men can hardly keep.
out of extreams, and that Truth and Peace do exceed-
ingly befriend each other : but allo that Auflins Argu-
ment is very probable, in Epiff:204. Donato: perfwading

him to return from Schifin to the Chusch, 147 eft weritas

G pietas | quia ibieft Chriftiana wnitas & Sanédi Spiritus:
Charitas, However I am certain that our torn condition:

is not fo defirable to any fenfible well-tempered Chrifti-
, . any,
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an, as that it fhould feem to him an evil to attempt to
heal us, !tsfad tome to fee it withus,as Augsftine (ome-
time complained, Epiff.147. Mariti & wxores de {uo Lecto
{ibi confentinnt : & de Chrifts altari diffentinnt : Filii cum
perentibus umam dommm habent [uam 5 & domum Dei 15on.
habent unam. Succederein corwm hareditatem cupinint; cuns
quibus de Chrifti hereditare rixantur.Servi & Domini Com-
munem Deum dividunt, qui formam [ervi accepis ut omnes
[ferviendo liberaret. ‘
In a word, itis my daily defire, and prayer to God,

That thofe menwho hate [0 narrow a Creed, and fo large a
Church, and think (o contemptuonfly of men, for [orme fail-
ings in Dectrine or Praiiice , may not by a [ad cruption of
open Infidelity among us (and thar by means of [uch as were
ftrick profefJors) be forced to [et a higher walue on thefe
whom they now contemn : 1 muft {2y as Greg. NagianZ;074f.
264 pag.458. Tu viam minime tritam & inacce(fam ingre

eris : egotritam atque calcatam, & qua ponlti ad [alutem
pervenerant. Nibilfide noftra, fratres, iniquins fingi pofses
fi ineruditos tantum dicendique facnltase, ac Logicis demon-=
[trationibus excellentes caderet 5 popularis antem mnltitudo,
wt anro & argento, alisfque omnibus rebus, quehic in pretio
habentur, atque a plerifque avidifsime expetuntur > fic hac
groque fruftraretur, ac Deus id quod altums & excelfum eft
atque ad pancos pertingit , graium acceptumqne haberes 5
contra , quod propinguins eft , nec vulgi captum [uperat,
afpernaretur ¢rrejicerer. Videreliq. "

~ Yet 1 muft confefs that the Brethren whom I now
blame have one extenuation (though notfufficient ex-
‘cufe for their fin; fomany and defpesate errors have of
late rifen up, thatic is no wonder, it they be raifed to
too much jealoufie, and be too ready to charge error upon
all thac{peak any thing which they do not well under-
ftand. Saith Erafmus in vita Hieropymi, Nullum fuit un-
¢! 2 quam
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guam [eculuns [editiofins;neque Confufinsy & fic ommia con-
taminarant hareticorum errores ac difsidia, ut magne cujif-
days artis fuerit orthodoxum effe. But yetic is {ad that this
thould fo much wrong the Truth of God, by driving
men into fuch extreams, as the fame Erafmus there men-
voneth, In ifte factiofifsimo feculo , wix quifquam eximis
doctus harcfeos [wfpitione carebat. A wife man is long iit
attainiagto wildom, and with much diligence knoweth
more then ochers: ‘bue-its eafie fora brawnfick felf-con-
g ceited Opinionift, to call him Heretick forit, when he
f hath ali done. 103 :

, 1. The feventh and great Objedtionis, that I afcribe
4 too much to magns works. To:twhich having anfivered
g ~ through the main bod(y of this Book, I fhall now only
.

2

p

:

/

4

?

3

fay, 1. That I fuppofe if I differ from the commoneft sec Bifiop
opinion among us, itis but in'giving lefs to mans works Ah'”’t;l‘”f"‘;l‘p?’;

then they do: Nor fhall their. confident. denial without jion of the
aqg evidence, make me think otherwife,- He that is ju- Lords prayer,
ftified by Faich asaninftrument, is juftified by it as ana- bov forsiving
gentoract, for Actioeft Inftruments caufatitas. 1 dare not condition of
go {o high for all the new Arguments that I fee produ- our Pardon.

cedforit. 2. I fee many well meaning zealous men di-
viding our Religion,and running into tivo defperate ex-
treams. One fore by the heat of oppofition’ to Popery,
do feem to have forgotten, that Faith and Chrift him-

R bbbl s o il - St st e

~

gy i

) felf, are bue Means, and a way for the revolting foul te

come home to God by 5 and thereupon place all -the ef-

i {ence of their Religion in bare Believing, fo making that

2 the Whole, which is but the Door or Means to Better,

f €ven to a conformity of the foul to.the image and will

p ~ of God. _ 5 i o1

b Others obferving this error.flie fo far frenvit asTo make

f‘ Faichi it felf and. Chrift to be fearce neceflaty : {0.2 man

j have but Gods image, fay theyv, upon his foul, what

i : (d) matter |
L i
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The Preface to the Readers.
matter isit , which way hecomes by it ¢ whetherby
Chrift or by other means- ! And fo they take aill the
Hiftory of Chrift to be ameer Accidentco our necefla-
vy belief s ‘and the precepis only of Holynefs«o be of
Abfolure Necefficy. 51t
The former contemn God, underpretence of extol-
ing Chrift. T he latter contemnn Chrilt,unler pretenc: of
extolling God alone.For the objectis apprehended only
by thea&t: he thzctrc.forc that contemneth the aét,doth
contemn the object, a5 anobjedt.  And fohe that pre-
tending to exrol Chrift or Faith, degradeth Godly-
- nefs, thergby  {o farrejedeth God: Aad he thaton
pretence of extolling Godlynefs, degrradeth Faith,{o
far rejetech Chriftits obje&, which makes methink of
‘& Paflage of Greg.Nazianz,0ras.1.p2.16. where (hewing
how by abufing the Do&rine of the Trinity fome were
become Atheifts ( thatis , denycd confequently any
" God-head ) and fome Jews (as Arrius) headdetha

.. third"forcchat inam’i&a_king. way of avoiding the for-

- merbeing nimis 0rthodsxi,too Orthodox, did worfhip-
- many Gods in the Trinity. :
~'Onthe one fide, Chrift were not Chrift, the Saviour
of fouls, if he fhould not by Faith , bring them to ho-
lynefs, and fave'them from their fins. p
On the otherfide, it is a falfe fuppofition that any but
Chriftis able to renew Gods Image on the foul. ~For,
1. It isonly Chrift that by hisblood hath removed
Tmpediments, and purchafed this Power, not into ano:
thers hand, butinto his own.
2.Itis Chrift only that by office is appointed thereunto:
.3« It is Chrift only that hath given {ufficient pre-
cepts, Directions, and Rules for Sanétification.
4."And ‘he ‘only that hath propounded a fufficient
Encouragement and Motive in the Promifes of another
e - - 5. Aad
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5. Aaditis he only that can fend forth 2 Conguer~
ing ' Spirit, to anific and bring backthe fouls of men
to God. ‘Tr'is only to him that God hath committed
the Spirit thus to beftow. .

- Idothgrefore deteft both thefe extreams. But yet it
being the former that I take to be the greater, and chat
£00 many men of better repute do givetoo much
countenanc to, in their inconfiderate difputes againft
Works in Juftification, I thought I had a Calj to {peak
in fogreat a Canfe. , :

My opinionis that its Effential to Juftifying Faich
totake Chrift as Lord and Saviour; andthar they who
fay, Bus nor qua Fauftifying do emply falfe Do&rine, as
I have elfewhere difcovered : 1 think thar Holynefs is
of the Effence of Chriftanity ;and if I were fure 2 man
were unholy,I would notcallhim/ except analogically)
a Chriftian. Terzal, Apol. ¢. 46. faith » Sed dicet aliquis
etiam de noflris excedere quofdam a Regula difcipling : De-
funt tum Chriftiani haberi penes nos = Philafophi wero illi
cum talibus faitis in Nomine & in bonore [apientie perfe-
verant. And cap. 43. Nems illic (in carceribus, &c. )
Chriftianns nifi plame tantum Chriftanus : aut [i aliyd, jam
707 Chyiftianss. Athenagoras Legat . pro Chrift.p. 3. Nul-
Lus enims Chriftiavus malus eft, nifs bane profefsisncm fimula-
Verst. That it is the very bufinefs of Chirift, the Spi-
rit and alt Ordinances, to Bring back the foul from G ud
tothe Creature. See what NaZianz. {aith, Orat. 1 pag.
LY. Huiccontra [Copns eft, anima pennas addere | ac munde
¢ameripere, Desque dare, Divinamque Imaginem , At 74
ncnrem Confervare, ant periclitantern ful;zré 5 a4l dolfff < o
i Priftinam Patsm revocare S Chriflumygne p't"?' jpivitum

Janitum in pectoris domicilium admittere: atque ut [nmmatim
dicam, ewm,qui [uperni agminis fit, Deum efficere, & [nper-
nam beatitudinem ipfi comparare: Hut Magifira Lex tcngt :
. d2) ne



