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 The Preface to the Readers. A

5. Aaditis he only that can fend forth 2 Conguer~
ing ' Spirit, to anific and bring backthe fouls of men
to God. ‘Tr'is only to him that God hath committed
the Spirit thus to beftow. .

- Idothgrefore deteft both thefe extreams. But yet it
being the former that I take to be the greater, and chat
£00 many men of better repute do givetoo much
countenanc to, in their inconfiderate difputes againft
Works in Juftification, I thought I had a Calj to {peak
in fogreat a Canfe. , :

My opinionis that its Effential to Juftifying Faich
totake Chrift as Lord and Saviour; andthar they who
fay, Bus nor qua Fauftifying do emply falfe Do&rine, as
I have elfewhere difcovered : 1 think thar Holynefs is
of the Effence of Chriftanity ;and if I were fure 2 man
were unholy,I would notcallhim/ except analogically)
a Chriftian. Terzal, Apol. ¢. 46. faith » Sed dicet aliquis
etiam de noflris excedere quofdam a Regula difcipling : De-
funt tum Chriftiani haberi penes nos = Philafophi wero illi
cum talibus faitis in Nomine & in bonore [apientie perfe-
verant. And cap. 43. Nems illic (in carceribus, &c. )
Chriftianns nifi plame tantum Chriftanus : aut [i aliyd, jam
707 Chyiftianss. Athenagoras Legat . pro Chrift.p. 3. Nul-
Lus enims Chriftiavus malus eft, nifs bane profefsisncm fimula-
Verst. That it is the very bufinefs of Chirift, the Spi-
rit and alt Ordinances, to Bring back the foul from G ud
tothe Creature. See what NaZianz. {aith, Orat. 1 pag.
LY. Huiccontra [Copns eft, anima pennas addere | ac munde
¢ameripere, Desque dare, Divinamque Imaginem , At 74
ncnrem Confervare, ant periclitantern ful;zré 5 a4l dolfff < o
i Priftinam Patsm revocare S Chriflumygne p't"?' jpivitum

Janitum in pectoris domicilium admittere: atque ut [nmmatim
dicam, ewm,qui [uperni agminis fit, Deum efficere, & [nper-
nam beatitudinem ipfi comparare: Hut Magifira Lex tcngt :
. d2) ne
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: The Preface 10 the Readess.
Huc inter. Chriftum ¢ Legem interjeils prophete : Hue
fpiritualis Legis profector ¢ finis, Chriftus : Huc exinanita.
Deitas : Huc affumpta € aro: Huc movn illaminti0, Deus in=
qaam & Homo. Vide reliq. :

_The Affections of mando fhew his Nature .qu In-
elination: whar 2 mza Loveth, fuch heis. Godis Hoe
ly, and therefore Loveth Holynefs @ The Righteous
Lord loveth Righteoulnels. Did God care aslittlewhat
wearein our felves,as foms Imagine,& couldlove with
Complacency the unholy, Impenitent, Rebellious fin-
ner,upon fuppofition thar Chrift is Righteous and Ho-
Iy for him, he were not what he hath told us he isin
his Word. Todeny God to be Holys is to deny. him
z0 bec God. Andhe thatonce believeth he hach anun-

~ holy God, or a God fo indifferent to the Holy and un-
holy, no wonder if h= be unholy himfe!f. For all will
affect to be like their God ; At leaft none fure will think
itneceflary tabe berter then God. No wonderthere-
forethat the Heathens lived wickedly , who woithip-
ped wicked livers as cheir Gods.. -

‘Teisa Cuting pallige of Angufine, Epifl:20s. Ne-
§hario, telling out of Tereace of the young man that
wasincited to lechery, by {eeing the picure of Fupiter
on the wall, committing adultery 5 he adds , thatif he
had chofen rather to imitate Cate than fupirer , he had
mever been fotempeed : Sed quo pacto id faceret comin
Templis adorare cogeretnr Fovem. potins quam Garontnts.

They that feign God [0 indifferent to Holynels, whiclt
his people excell in, do cither make holynefs a defeét
.and none of GodsImage, or elfe chey make man to be
beteer then God ; and Confequently ro be Gods : For
?he‘:hat iSBelf s God. + v gy '
-3 muft therefore be excufed, if [ make not fuch a di--
ﬁ%wcc between Faith and Holynefs, as fome do (And
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The Preface to the Readers.

yetadifference I make) ; and yet {uppofethat I am fo
far from difhonouring free Grace hereby, that I thould
but deny and reproachit, if I did otherwife. For its
greater Grace to give Juftification and San&ification 3
then to give one alone, dugyfl. Epiff. 3. polf. faith, |
Chrift came 14 Magifterium ¢ Adjatoriun: And its cale e iE |
led Adjutoriumbecaufe fine Gratia fidei que ab illoeff ‘
Nemo poteft vincere concupifentias Vitiofas : Et fiqua ea- ;
rum refidna non vicerst wemiali Remifsione purgari. Here is

that commoa old Do&rinc which fome fay is a joyning

Chrifts righteoulnefs and ourown : wiX, ( Though

Chrift pardon alb-former fins at our Converfion,yet for

the time after) his firft work isto{an&ifie, and pardon

doth but {ave usfrom the penalty of thereft, which

through the Imperfe@ion of Sanét fication is not over- ‘
come. And doubtlefs our beft obedience is but a Recei-

’]L ‘ ving more, and therefore a fruit or patt of Grace, Ax-

k- gt Epift. 5. Marccl. Nibil Deus I.bet qaod. fibi profit ,

¢ fed illi cui Iuber, . :

g Idotherefore {0 afsribe to man, that Gods Grace

may be advanced by it, and not denyed or extenuated. ‘

t As dugnfl. Epift. 46, Valentine. Sinon ¢/t Dei Gratia,qio- |

ik mods falvat mundum? Et finon eft liberum Arbitriam, quo- i

it - mwodo Iudicat Mundum ? The old charalter of a Chri-- ‘ K

‘ ftian was not only frem his belief or Impuced Righte-

d  oulnefs. Tertall. Apol.. ¢. 40: 10ss verp Iejuniis aridi; &

4 exnni continentiaexprefsi,abomni wite fruge dilatiyin [scco

& cinecre voluntates, invidia Cwlum tundimus Denws tan- -

b

. gimas . cr cum miferecordiam extorferimus, ¢re.. Angh-
s . flineswhole tra@ate de fide & op:vibus is worth the read--

i Ing to this bufnefs, Cap.2 1. p. 34 Hoc itague prodeft 'in

)k Deumreitafide credere, Deuns colere, Deum noffes ut & be- |
i #Be.vivend; ab illy Lt nobis auxilinm o i peccaverimns, Aé : =
i o indilzentiam mereamur 5 won in faitis que odit feswi |
iy M (d3) perfe--
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7 be Preface to the Readers,

“pitfeveranies, [ed ab eis recedentes, ¢, Et cap. 23. Infé"

perabilis eft bona vita afide que per dilectionem operatur:im-
w20 vere ca pfaeft bona vita. Had Lfaid fo, it would have
been offenfive. \

The occafion of this writing (as I have fhewed in
the beginning of itywas a ftrange Volumn of M, Cran-
dons; feconded by Mr. Kendal,uthered in by Mr. Eyre,
and modeftly commended to the Publike view by Mr.
Caryl : This writer did by an Epiftle to the Minifters of
England invite them to fuch dealing , as he had given
them an Exampleof. Seeing he hath led me that way ,
I am willing that They fhould have the Hearingand true
knowledge of the caufe. Though I then hated keen
Cenfures and Divifions in the Societies that Iaffected,
yet I muft confefs the time was when I had too Narrow
thoaghts of the Church of Chrift, and little minded the
Peace of any butof that Partie in it which I moft ho-
noured 3 and thuswas involved in the guilt of Faction
for want of fuch Catholike Confiderations and Affe-
¢tions as befeema Member of the Catholike Church.
Then was I loved and efteemed by my Brethren, and
met with none of their Cenfures or Calumnies 5 For
though I did not wholly put mine eyes and earsinto

-their keeping, having ftill an unfatisfied thirft after

Trath, yet they werethe Perfons whom I trafted and

Afubfcribed to. ~ But fince I have feen and difclofed the
‘Evilof a Private Spirit, and of dividing principles , and

extreams in Dodrine and Pra&ife, I find the Indigna-

-tion of that Spirit which I oppofe, Chrift came not to
-bring me peace, when he fhewed me his Truth.  Since |

Ig¥re\.v into {o high an efteem of Unity, fome would con-
~mraén Ir)ne tobe 2 man of Contention : and fince [ {o va-
wucd Peace as tobe even fond onic , it feems to draw

: back.
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. The Prefacetothe Readers.
- Methinks I could better bear almoft any other cen~
- fure or oppofition, then to be taken for a Divider or di-
frurber of that Peace which I fo earneftly affect. But as
Seneca makes it the greateft tryal of 2 Good man , when
he can Boni wiri famam perdere, for the love of goodnefs;
foTlook onitas my Tryal, whether I can lofe the fame
of being Peaceable, for a love to Peace. Upon enquiry
into the canfe of this offence, me thinks I have found
fome in my felf, and fome in my Brethren. In my felf I
find 1. That my knowledge being very defetive, the
imperfections of it will appear in all that T do. But I
thought that this would not have offended them that
were not offended with me when I knew lefs : ( excufe
me that Ifay, I know more then I did : men that {ee are
apt tobe confident. of it, when they cannot well demon-
ftrate it to another.) 2. I find that there are fomeincau-
telous paflages in my dphorifims, not fitted to their read-
ing that come to fuck poyfon, and tofeek fora Word to
bematter of Accufation’, and food for their cenfuring
Opinionative zeal, 1 fuppofed this would have been par-
doned alfo, when the occafion was known , and when I
compared my carelefs ftyle with a multitude of approved
Writers.. Among -others, 1 thought 1 difcerned thefe - \\
Reafons of the offence. 1. There are {o many contrary )
Parties in the Church, that ic is impoffible to pleafe all
He therefore that will pleafe, muft choofe his Party, and
refolve to difpleafeall fave them , and not extend his
ambition too far. 2. He that will pleafe, muft have no
Adverfary, But if therebe but one man found that hath-
malice enongh to Accufe, there will many be found to
receive his falfe reports. 3. My Judgement hath led me
ento thofe Doéirines which exalperate not only fingle
perfons, ‘but Parties, efpecially the Antinomians , Ana-
baptifts and Separatifts : And thete are fome men who

are
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The Prefase tothe Readers.
arehalf of their mind, that keep up fome good reputati-
on with the Orthodox 5 and fo ftanding in -Judgement
and Intereft between both, are the readyer to receive,
andthe more capable to hand up the Jealoufies of the
reft. 4.Local diftance doth much difadvantage me : it
being only thofethat know me not, of live not within
the reach of my converfe that feem offended : and fo I
have notopportunity to give them that facisfagion, aqd
mollifie their minds, as Tdoubt not but [ fhould do, if |
lived among them. 5. Itisan unhappy Ageto fpeak any
thing in, that feemeth new, or not common, though but
in Method : there being fo many Herefies and wicked
Dodtrines of late fprung up among us, and all under pre-
tence of aprogrefs in knowledge , and of further light,
that T cannot blame any wife and godly man to be wary
and cautelous what he doth receive. 6. Satanisan ene-
my toall Truth, but efpecially to Uniting and Reforming
Purifying Truths. 7.Thoughl offend, I muft fay that

which cannotbe hid. Divines are too few that are im-

partially and diligently ftudious for Truth,and take not
things upon prejudice and truft from a Party - And yet
fewer that have ftrong Judgements, and are able to
difcern it, though they do ftudy it : When they have
followed on an enquiry a little way, and find that trath
doth like the branches of 2 Tree, or the veinsin mans
i»ody, go {mallerand diftinét,then are they unable to fol-
ow itany further,and to fee the truth ine{}cr)-ﬁne a thred. I
arrogate not this tomy felf, the want whereof 1 difcern

~in others : but yet 1 'wonder oft at the confidence of

fuchmen : and can well {2 ; ‘
can welllay as dugnft.Epift.29.Hieronymio.
:Zf""’"f uS €05 qui [ibi videntur fc‘z'rt:jg qfod ;l;ejfiium‘, hoc tztio—
- gtfrzzll{s, gquod hanc ignorantiam noftram non Ignoramusé
2 Il% 15 the {cope of much of my 4pel. againft Mr. K.
- 1 finad my felf mgch injured by the exceflive eftima-
: sion




The Preface to the Readers, :
tionand praifes of thofe that approve of my Labours ,
mean the Jefs difcreet among them + for that enrageth
fome others, and whets them on to a contention, I de
therefore befpeak all fuch friends in the words of Augu-

Sine, Epift 7. Marcell. Vos antem qui me multum diligitss, =

talem me afferitis adwver[us eos querum malitiayvel Tmperitia,
vel Intelligentia reprehendor ut me ;qu‘:mm fcriptorum W,
orum errdffe dicatis, fruftra Laboratss 5 901 bonam caufams fuf-
cepifts : facile in ea, meipfo judice,fuperamini 5 Qnoniame
non mihi placet cum 4 chayifSimis mess 1alis effe exiftimor,
qualss non fum. Profecto enim non me, fed prome alinm, fub
0 nomine diligunt , finon quod fum, [ed guod non [um, di-
ligunt.

Yea,the very numberof Affenters I find is an offence.:
but that I cannot help. Good men when they think any
Truth to be an Errour, will be forry that it is entertain-
ed. Do&or omwez thus Prefaceth to Mr. Eyre’s Book :
- For theprefent I [hall only fay, That there being too great evi-
 dence of avery welcome entertainment,and Acceptance given

by Many toan almoft pure Socinian Fuflification and Expofi-
tion of the Covenant of grace , even ameng it them into
whofe hearts God [eems to have Jhined, in fome meafure | to
geve the light of the knowledge of his Glory in the face of Fe-
Jus Chrift.” He that fhould think any Dodirine to be a-
gainft God, 1 wonder not if he think himfelf bound to
oppofe it. But to be Almaftan Errour, is to bea Truth:
There is but 2 thred betsveen Truth and Errour 5 and
that which is not xeer to that Erronryis not ‘Fruth,but is
liker to be another Errour in"the other extream : For
Truth is one firair line, but Etrour is manifold ; even
All that fwarveth from that line, in what fpace and de-
greefoever. 1 purpofed tohave faid nothinggto this Re-
verend Brother Doctor owen 5 butwhen 1 camie to an-
fwet the Arguments for Juftification, or Abfolution, or
: ) Remiflion
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The Preface tothe Readérs.
Remiffion before Faith, I found my felf engaged ro do
it, becaufe I knew of none that had faid fo-much as he
there doth s and becaufe (fince the publifhing of my A-
pology) two or three reverend Brethren toldme that, as
to that part, it was thought necefary..

Thereis lately come forth a fecond Parcof a Freatife
of Juftification, byaReverend Brother s wherein fome
things which I have delivered are oppofed;efpecially that:
{incere obedience is a condition, ¢& casfa fine quanon ok

~qur Juftification as continued (Or nos-amittends juftifica-

tionem, and of final fentential Juftification, if he (peak
to me) Hebeing one of thetwo to whom Lfirft direct-
ed my Aphorifims ; I there promifed , that if he diffent=
ed I would fearch again; and be the more {ufpitious of my
thoughts : which I have accordingly done, And whe-
ther it be my unhappy, darknefs, or my certain know-
ledge of his miftake, orwhat ever the caufe be, Tam left:
but the moze confidentof the Truth of whathe oppofeth. -
Cerrain Tam, that I am willing to know the T ruth,,
though it were to tht Retradation of all that ] have
wrote, The ftrength of his Arguments lies upon a fuppo-
ﬁtlon,. that Conditions have a Moralefficiencys which he
is pleafed to prove by his bare affirmation 5 yea after L
had denied it, both to himfelf in private writings,and i
my Books publickly, and affirmed that its againft the
common. fence of Lawyers, and thata Condition ¢#4
Conqun h'ath no efficiency, though fome Conditions
4na Meritorious may ;-yet was he notpleafed to take any:
notice of this, asif his affirmation excluded all need of a
further proof. And paz.220, he doth thus ftate the que-
fton, Upsn what account the(e are required in jaflificd per-
fons? Whetherin fome canfality or concurrence as. fasth 4s ?
only not with fuch a degree of excellency? Whether good
works be required aswell as faith, fothat we may ﬁzy,.j;;.#ie

fring
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The Preface to the Readers.

* fying Repentance.juflifying Law,as well as juflifying Faith ?
Fhis is goﬁtivelylmjiljgebfmeml; affirmed éyﬁ ome, Andhe
plainly thews that it is my felf thac he fpeaks of. I do tru-
ly continue that high eftimation of this Reverend Bro-
ther which I firft did fincerely exprefs. Batall men are

- imperfeé » I much defire more candor and truthin thefe !
paflages. I vehemerntly difclaimed , 1. All caufality of |
worksor Faithto Juftification, to himfelf in private wri- |
tngs. 2. Asalfo T fhewed him thae if Iwere guilty of
bringing them oo neer to an equality, itwas by taking
down Faith more then he, but not by raifing works
higher then others. 3.1 gave himreafons why it was not |
fit vofay, Fuflifying Repentance, Love,dre. 4. Tt was {0 far ]
from my thoughts to talk or think of Fuftifying Law, (if
he mean not the Gofpel promife, as its like he doth not:
for elfe {ure he would not account it firange) that I pur-
pofely wrote againt it, and as plainly as I could fpeak,
And yet muft I be faid, or intimated wehemently and po-
fitively to affirm fuchthings # Whythen, what good will
diiputingdo? Or what Remedy but toappeal toa Jufter
Judge ! That Credere,to Beliewe or lay hold on Chriftthough
they be Grammatical Actions, yet they are naturally pafsions,

- as Intelligere, videre,cec. which pag.225. hemakes to be
the fulleft reprefentation of that Truth. This, I fay, is
the point which I gave him in writing my reafons againt,
but he here takes nonotice of them. Whether my fore-
mentioned promife in my Epiftle o 4pher. -oblige me to
aReply towhatis faid againft me in this Book, I fhali
confider,as God affordeth me opportunity , and thall
hearken to what others advife me to therein. But if I re-
turn no Reply, I yet conceive my felf fully excufable,
L. Inthat the Author in his Epiftle, feemethtoavert it,
profeffing his thoughts againft Replying to a whole
‘Book, If I'write then, he will take what {craps he pleafe

: ' (e2) inte
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The Prefaceto the Readers.

into confideration : and if I'Reply toallhis, it feems, 1
fhalldo what he judgeth unmeer. 2, It fo falls out that
I have anfwered him already in this Confeflion, before I

_ {aw his Book: {o that 1 think there needs no more. Whe-

therit be new Dodrine to affert fuch conditionsas I do,
and whether his Dotrine, pag.346. be true or tolerable,
thata, in Chrifts [uffering we were looked npon by God as fuf-
fering in him s (o by Chrifts obeying of the Law, we were be-
held as fulfilling the Law in him, ¢c. 1leaveit tothe Rea-
der to judge, when he hath read what I have here faid to
the contrary. '

But I muft defiremy Reverend Brother not to be of-
fended that I prove this doétrine the very foundation of
Antinomianifm; Forwhen I did thac,] little thought that
he wouldown it : andif Thad, I durft not have been fi-
lent, 3.1If I may efcapethe cenfure of charging my Re-
verend Brother with contradicions, or labour in vain, I
would defire the Reader to confider, whether after all
his gainfaying, hedonot openly aver the fame doétrine
which T'maintain ? psg.118. he gives us thefe words,s
remarkablein a different Chasacter. For theugh holy works
do not Iuflifies yet bythem a manis continyed in 4 flate and
condition of juflsfication : (o that did not the Covenant of
Grace interpofe, grofs and wicked wayes would cut off onr ju-
fification, and put'us in 4 fate of condemnation,

And Pag.429. For although Chrift did fulfil the Law for
fuyb who are bis, yet this is not imputed and accountedimme-
diatly to every ones but its applyedén that way and order which
God hath appointed : andthat order is to communicate the be-
nefit of his active obedicnce, 10 none but (uch who [ball by
fzggt'b receive bfm,and oéediemz'ﬂ/l}walk in és commands Be-
lxgye_ thefe things, Reader, and T will not differ with thee
2bout the name of a Conditioy, Call it what yoﬁ will for.

» iflefy 4- My laft Reafon s, becaule' thofe R everend Pre-

thren.
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The Preface to the Readers..
thren that T have fpoke with fince they read it, do tell me,
that they judge the contradic¢tion . to me to be fo fuperfi-
cial and without proof, that I need not be folicitous to

hinder its fuccefs : Though for my part,I bear {fome kinde

of reverence even to hismiftakes, throughmy love and
reverence to himfelf. LanT

And T fhall the more eafily be perfiwaded to forbear
more writings of this{ort, not only becaufe my friends
at a diftance do fo importune me toa more profitable
kinde of imployment, but alfo becaufeit pleafeth God
of late to call out more enough to fuch undertakings.
There is newly come out againft Antinomianifin, as Mr,
Hotch his Exercitation of Remiffion of fin, fo Mr,Warren
againft Mr. Eyre, and Mr. Grailagainft him alfo, for the
conditionality of the Covenant of Grace: and both ju-
dicious, and well worthy the reading : which I willingly

- fay, thoughthe former differ from me about the notion

of Faithsinftrumentcality., and before the later Mafter
Conftant Feffop hath publifhed alarge Epiftle to vindicate
Dr. Twifs from that opinion about Juftification which I
{uppofed himto be guilty of. And traly I was much ta-

-ken with that Preface when I read it, and faid, Its pity it

fhould be upon miftake : andif it be, me thinks (in thac

cafe) I'am ready tolovehis miftake, forthe charity init, -

and the defirablenefs of the thing afferted; more then
my own ungrateful interpretation, though it fhould be
true. And I heartily thank that Reverend Brother for

bis: candid and ingenuous labor 5 wherein, if e hiein-

deed the Dogtors fenfe, he hath notonly befriended'me;
for the re@ifying of my miftakes , but alfo. befriended’
the Church; in taking from the Antinomians the advan-
tage which they {feemed tohave by thereputation of o
Learneda manas Dr: Twifs. Formyy own pare, I ewe
mote tohis writings, for my information in thofe points,
i (&3) where:

]
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‘ The Preface to the Readers.

where many are now offended with me for my judgment,
then to any writer in the world, except the Scriptures. [n
particular, it was he that did not only fatisfie me in the

point of Univerfal Redemption, butby clearer diftin-

guithing between Gods Preceptive and Decretive will,

then I had found others do, did help me to difcern bet-
zer then before T had done, between the Ph¥ﬁcal and
Ethical confiderationsin Theologie, and didletin that
lightat fo narrow a crevife, which hath not been a little
ferviceable to me fince then. And indeed it was Do&or
Twifs that firft drew me out of the road that I wasin, if 1
havein any particulars forfakenit. And the next advan-
tage I had,was by reading Saltmar[h’s Flowings of Grace:
which I faw fo exceedingly taking both in the Country
andthe Army (where Tthen was) that I fell on the feri-
ous perufal and confiderationof it - and its palpable er-
rors were a moft ufefull difcovery to me of fome contrary

Truths, while T was endeavoring to confute him; fo that -

when I confidered of the jufteft anfiver tohis conceits
about Chrifts Believing,R epenting and Obeying for us;
it plainly lead me to the difcerning of that neceffity of
the twofold Righteoufnefs , which fome inconfideracly
quarrelat, And along vacancy in deep weaknefs of bo-
dy,prefently fucceeding the beginning of thefe thoughts,
did much more enforce them then before,

Thismuch more T muft fay concerning this prefent
Confeflion, 1. The large citations of other mens words
muft needs feem tedious to many Readers, but 1am ne-
Cfeﬂitalte_d toit, as theonly anfwer to the Argument of
&lngu arity which I am charged with, and which (cemeth
the moft effectual that they plead. And I hope the mat-
ter of thofe citations will prove worth the reading,

2- _If any Brother underftand not any word in m
Aphorifms which is here interpreted, or miftake my fenfe

D abous
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: The Preface tothe Readers.
about the Matetr of that Book, which is here more fulty’
opened, I muft expect that they interpret That by This..
And if any one have (o little to do, as to write againft
that Book!which is not unlikely)if he take the fenfe con-
trary to what I have here, and elfewhere fince then pub-
lihed, I {hall but negle him as a contentious vain
wrangler, if nova Calumniator.. : :

Ifany will needs take any thing in this Book to be ra-
ther 2 Retractation, then an Explication of what Ihave
before faid,though I fhould beft know my own meaning,
yet do fuch commend me, while they feem toblame me :.
And for my part Lnever look to write that which fhall
have no need of correction, remembring how 4n/fine be-
fooled one contrary minded; and I fay as he inanother
place, Epift. 7. Uiarcell, pag. 13. In talibus queftionibus
non multum laboro : quia etfi defendi [ententia mea liquida
vatione non poteft , mea efts non ejus Authoris cujus [enfums
impraéar;/’as non eft, &c. Ego proind: fateor me ex eornm:
numero ¢ffe conari, qui proficiends [cribunt, & [cribendo pro-
ficinnt. Unde [} aliquid vel incautins vel indoétins a me pofi-
tumefl, quod non folum ab aliis qui videre id poffunt merito
reprehendatur, verum ctiam a meipfo (quia . eqo [altems
pofteavidere debeo, fi proficio- nec mirandum et nec dolen-
dum, [ed potius igﬂ?sena’um eft & gratulandum:, non quia er-
ratum eft,[cd improbatum Nam ninsis perver[¢ [eip[nm amat,
. 94 & alios vwlt ervare, ut error [wus-laseat. 1f any be yet
. offended after {0 much endeavour to fatisfie them, itis
againft my willand I fay to them as Hicrom, Tom.1 dewita
Cleric.ad Nepot. Awt nihil fcribenaum fwit,ne hominwm Fu-

A

x

cognofcere cunctorum adverfum nos maledicorums tela tor-
Guends : Quos obfecro wt quiefcant,c definant maledicore
won enims ut Adver[ariis, fed ut Amicis [cripfimus : Nec in-
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dicium [ubiremns, quod tw fasere probibuifti = aut [oribentes

vecti [umns. in cos, qui peccant, [ed ne peccent mopnimus :
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The Preface to the Readers. a
Ned, in illos tamtum  [ed in wofmetipfes feveri Iudioes
WIS o gl

The main difcouragement that I find in writing of
hard controverfies, is, becaufe there are {o few of the
people (to fay nothing of the younger, orduller of the
Miniftry ) that are able to make tryal, and difcern when
a caufeis well maintained,and when not : But a man that.
will confidently pour out words, how far {0 ever he Di-
grefs from the Truth or mark, isas foon believed, as he
; that giveth the foundeft Reafons, faith Hierom . (Ubi
. fupr.p.s4.) Nil tam facile quam vilem plebecnlam & indo-
* étam Concionem lingue volubilitate decipere s qua quicqut
non intelligit, plus Miratnr. . :

If after all this any Brother fhall yet conﬁdpntly
- charge me with error, I promife him to be dih:gent inmy
}‘ : endeavours to know the Truth: and me thinks I'may
' expect,that whoever o chargethme, fhounld in all rea-
fon have thefe Qualifications following.

- 1. That hebea manof a ftronger Judgement, and
more Difcerning Head ; and not one of thofe that
Nazianl. delcribes orar, 1. (and after, p.453.) that
: think themfelves wife enough tobe Teachers or Coi-
k- tradict others, when they have gottwo or three words
of Scr.l;‘pture : Nok fuch as have not wit for an ordinaty
bufinefs , and yet think that they can mafter the deepeft
Controverfies. He thac thinks to do this: without a
piercing wit, (aswell as Grace) ordinarily,chinks to fee
without eyes. - SR AT :

. 2+ Texpect that he be one that hath longer and more
diligently and ferioufly exercifed himfelf i thefe ftu-

dyes, then I have done. - »

g . 3- That he beone more free from prejudice and par-

tiality then Iam : who, I muft needs fay , have been

deeply convinced of the evilof detainingany Truth in
unrigh-




The Preface to the Readers,
unrighteoufhels, upon any intereft of aPaiey that is
againft it. Fen .

4. That he have more of the illumination of Gods
Spirit, which is the chief. ' %

°5. That he have a more Ganctified heart, thathe may
notbe led away with wrong ends,or blinded by his vices.
. Ufually 3l thefe are conjunctly neceflary - butacle.
there muft be £ muchof thechief, as may fupply the
want' of the reft, ‘And a5 inall thefe I unfeignedly la-
ment my defectivenefs,and doubt not but there are mul-
titudes of Labourers in Gods Vineyard , with whom in
thefe refpects, I am unworthy to be named ; {o1it is thefe
whofe judgements I fhall valae ; but for empty, confi-
detit,felf-conceited ones, that knotw not what they talk
againt, I {hall regard them as they deferve. T did not
eafily or raflily fix upon that which they miflike ; Iwas
once of their mind in fome of thofé points s and I
doubt not but they are verily perfivaded that they are
right: ofelfethey would not 'be (o zealous in the bufi-
nefs. But as confident men as they,and pethaps as able
have feen Troth i fome of thefe things, which they
formerl reproached as errors : of ‘Wﬁ?‘m‘l may lay, as
iy OF P i s rielre 5 24/ 305 Preffirns
off ut'exciacdrethr, & excbcargs off VUL AT EIT s WL ALYS 15
mitteret ur miffus at yxi)g‘}éa fecerat in‘gr;k_orq % g’lia, : ?’g ﬂt’ t‘é ‘) i
tate paterétuy. vik. to be reproached as ero CRUS,IS they
By Gchirs Mk fot gl 1 60 w2 Trach and
thetr Brethren s~ o news’ £ Hierome, Nazianz. Chry[off..
afid Whor of “the Wwordiyelt Fathers were 1o ufed in
their times ? ' Saith, Nazian? . orat. 26.p. 4t3r. 4194 e
exizans - & haupes s Pafor Doffriufpnc i w1 pvce
dicam, noyding ratus 4;4aegqg§é%iggs ' guod reltore. Fudi-

w | IO atiine an aithi malévoleitia ) & conventionis. fu-
o 0, Ak, nefeio S Enitap ramen quantim potero , dabogue
i 3 : : (f) operam
hr :

~ .. o~
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'apmtm, ne gratiam divinitus acceptam premans. 46 occul-

tem, — wernm & werititis doltrina s erudian
ac per (piritwm Concordes reddam. Et Orat.32.p.52 3.Ld_ff
[us [umdum & cum [ermone atque invidig,&r, eum hoftibus,
& cum noftris, pugno. - Illi pectora ferinns, & minus ;ﬂe-
quuntur quod Cupinat. (Naws qui aptas inimicitias gersts
facile caveri poteft:) hi antem serga obfervant, & magis
wmolefti [unt. o P R R
I"am fenfible of the: trouble that I, have, put, the
Reader to buy this tedious »P‘réégé)é’ A-;Bﬁi,l. remember
that duftin Epift. 23. Bosifac. faith of his friend Nebri-
dius,that he exceedingly hated a fhort Anfiwer to a Great
Queftion, and took it veryill ofany that expeéted the
lile fromhim, andwhere he mighe 59‘3‘,@% would mani
fefthisindignation., . .. .. O DHIIDIFOITE=e™

Let the Reader take notice that this Egéﬁgzvifas' wiit-
ten before the laft parc of my, Apology, yea,moft of i,
before Theard of Mr. Crandons (deach, which /was, about,
a fortnight after I faw -his Book. » And therefore J make,
more mention thlmthen en‘ﬁij\é’,()ﬂld have donef ,It
hath (I know not on what impediments)-ftyck much
longerin the Prefs chen T expected. . .\ i

. Ihe Bringed ﬂae%{gee peruled by o

Reverend méﬁ’ﬁhﬁ .

FIGS1_i13{

ome. Learned,
'ér,nﬁm;%.lfm@f‘t"h‘&i value

And I refolved and promifed them, for the {ake Sf‘Pea,cc;;
and Truth, to correct and reprint eyery_fheet, where.

any ‘mat;éﬁilgéffggé:‘fg?%dgbe jfgungié’ which they @ﬁﬁ%
But up ; defire ?;%

Erroneous: But upon erufa”f;'t'ﬁ(;x enoLt Crls
’ i i g B
Of:tl;r-{»asr I:ent‘ lt

ration of any. but approve of the pafdin
riion of any, butdppigve ofthe pafiog o
~ One of thefe was that now-blefled man Mr. 7. Gato.
taker. who lived not a,t; ¥ wbigﬂ‘ed\Lm?&Mf*TnG“%
ager, wholived not to perafe itall + buton the chiefi,
whieh I have annexed'to the end: Andbecanfe it pleafed .
T - SHRIARE ORAL T AR, « NV A aa i Vv
: ' e MR

CRATINR
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the Lord to make this his laft work on earth, and te
. Conclude his Labours in the dictating of an affe@ionate
Valediction and Benediction, which he fent tome with
thofe Notes,I have adjoyned thefe alfo; the Memory of
his Name, and ofhis great Love and Refpects, being te
me {o precious. Two other Letters of his I have ad-
joyned alfo, wherein e was pleafed of his own Accord
to declare his Judgement of three other of my writings;
which Ioppofe (as fufficient) againft the quarrelfome
exceptions of Centenders, Had Inot been confident
that he defired not the keeping fecret of thefe his
thoughts,Ifhould not have dared to make them publikes
norwould I be in the leaft injurious to the name which I
fo much honour, that thereby I might borrow Honour
tomyown. The Lord pardon all our failings and fancti-
fic our imperfect labous to the good of his Church.

Rich. Baxter.

(f2) Contents.
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