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C H A P . I . 

TlieOccafion and Scope of this Writing. 

iT is now about five years fince I publiftied a 
Book Entituled, Aphorifms of fuftification, 
&c. which I letpafs in haft, before! had 
well digefted or perfeded, being not likely 
t o liave much longer time on earth: I chofe 
rather fo to publiflh i t , then to fupprefs i t , 
that at leaft I might provoke^others when I 

— mmmumtmv - am dead to make a further difcovery of the 
truth.lt was the firft that I publi(hed,and I was then a ftranger to 
the difpofitions of Divines, and fimply thought that none would 
be offended with one that held the fame Chrtftian Doftnne, tor 
attempting a clearer explication of i t , though he differed from 
them in leffer things: yea though he failed in his attempt, as long 
as he abhorreddivid^g from the Church : I thought I might have 
boldly faid to ChriftianMininers, as f*fl*H Martyr did to Hea
thens, Apobg. i . Fin. 7 hefe things offer to your conftderm-
*» : If they feem agreeable to Reajon and Verity^ honor them, i>Ht 
if &ey ftcm toys , as tojstonUmp them , but Jo not hojtilefyfer-
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fecutt them. But I am now a little better acquainted with the 
world, and the beft part of the world then before I was. The 
Rcafons of my publifhing that book ( at flrft drawn forth by the 
occafionof one Queftion, about the fence of CMat. 25. J were 
thefe: 1. A hope of clearer difcovery of fome common Truths, 
by difpelling fome confufions, and fome cloudy novel groundlefs 
diftin&ions ; Thatfo when truth was more clearly feen, it might 
be more deeply received, affedionatly entertained, firmly retain
ed, and fuecefsfully improved. 2. A ftrong conceit that I (hould 
take out of the hands of many adverfaries ( Papifts, Pelagians and 
Libertines) fome great advantages which formerly fome have 
given them againft us, and (hould clear in fome meafure, the way 
of a more effectual confutation of their Errors. EfpeciallyJ con-
fefs, mine eye was upon the Libertines, commonly called Antino-
mians, through the whole, being wakened to a companion of ma
ny ignorant well meaning Chriftians, who were then following 
their delufionsin a full career. 3. A hope alfo I had that many 
Chriftians who had feemed to differ more then indeed they did, 
in thefe points, might be brought to an Agreement by the Evi
dence of truthjat Iealt that meer verbal differences might not feem 
Real and Doctrinal. 

But I quickly found that fome thought too well, and fome too 
il l of what I had written. Left therefore I (hould prove a further 
offence to my Brethren, and a wrong to the Church j Ideflred 
thofe that thought it worth their labor to vouchfafe me their 
Animadverfions, which I have fpent much of thefe three laft 
years inconfidering, that I might Correct whatfoever was difco-
vered to be Erroneous, and give them an account of my Reafons 
of the reft, I have not only fmce fuppreiTed that Book which did 
offend them, but alfo laid by thofe Papers of Univerfal Redemp
tion which I had written, left I (hould be further offenfive. But I 
nnd all this gives no fatisfadion. Some further courfe therefore 
I am obliged to take : For i f the offence had been only taken and 
not given, yet ChriiUan Charity binds me to do my beft to re
move i t ; But when I do freely confefs that fome part of the of . 
Jencewasgivenbyme, by fome indigefted and obfcure paffages, 
and fome over-fights in that book, I am much more bound to fa-
iisrie the offended, as far as is in my power to do-

10 this end I have two forts of men toaddrefs myfpeechto. 
1. Thofe 



a ) 
i . Thofe Divines that go the way of the Libertines (commonly 
called Antinomians) in whole or in part: For thefe I perceive 
are moft deeply offended with me. 2. Some Orthodox fober 
Divines, who are offended with me for fome leffer differences, 
wherein I feem to them to affeft Angularity, and too eafily to de
part from the Common judgement of the Reformed Churches. 

1. Idoconfefs ( being once half enfnared my felf in the opi
nions of 3 unification before Faith, and that J unification by Faith, 
Vvas but in foro Confcientix, &c.) I have a ftrong apprehenfion 
of the danger of thofe Doctrines, and their concomitants; and 
that upon four grounds. 1. Either I am exceedingly miftaken,or 
elfe they do as dire&ly and fully fubvert the main fcope of the 
Doctrine of Chrift, as any Errors that I know of in England, that 
are maintained by any considerable number of men who have any 
great appearance of Piety and Sobriety. Were England well rid 
but of Libertinifm,Socinianifm and Popery.it were a happy Land: * jbave beard 
But the firft party do more dangeroufly infinuate with the weaker f t m an anemt 
fort of Godly people then either of the la t ter ly the advantage of Goty i g j j * * 
the name of Free-grace, and by their pretences to a fingular ex- ^ n ^ C o | „ 
tolling of Chrift, and by their declaiming againft legal Preachers, p i n g e r j t h a t 

and againft the advancement of our own Works or Righteoufnefs, tyy were pof— 
and efpecially by leading men in fo eafie a way, which flefti and fcffed with the 
blood hath fo little againft, as being too confiftent with mens 
Carnal Iotereft. 2. The evident tendency alfo of thefe licentious m s T h e f a m 

Doctrines to a licentious Life, and to the deftni&ion of G odlinefs,. m n affirmed 
I confefs doth increafe my deteftation of them. He that feeth not that be .went 
in the face of them writ ten, an oppofition to Mortification and -but once among 
Watchfulnefs, and the life of Godlinefs, feeth not with my eyes ^ ^ J ^ 
3- The experience which we have feen of the reallffue, and fad £ h c y yrcalixci 
effects of this licentious Doftrine, I confefs hath further confirm- o n h-mj a s gi. 
ed me againft i t . I am none of thofe that {hut my eyes againft vmghm the 
the workings of Providence, nor yet againft the difcovettes of My™\MA 

Caufes in their Effeds. Three black Clouds of Witneffes we have ^ ^ 
o f this. 1. The unhappy mifcarriages, and (hamefullives of thofe f-mdfot three 
Libertines that lived in England before thefe late years of trouble, days, that ht 
Whereof both London, and the Grundletonians in TorkrJbire, was not as 
*and Arthingtom Sednkion, with the whole ftory o f Backet and f ^ '™0"**^ 
wonder edwhat was the matter with himthe had no confeffion of jfr, but an elevat ed pah U Prayer, 
«< If he bad been in grange raptures:and after three days he was as b efor e,and came no more at them* 

B 2 Coppinger, 
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1 4 ) 
C9pptnger^ can give too fu l l Teftimony. s. The fad mifcarriages 
o f this Sed in NeW^England, whererof fee Mr. mid his Rift and 
rnineefAntinomianifminN.E. 3. Their late Adionsinold Eng-
iand% fince (uniting with the fp i r i tof Anabaptiftry, the far /mailer 
evil j they have proceeded as far as Ranting, hath further (hewed 
what fpirit they are of,to thofe that will fee the Sun at Noon-day: 
N o r have the Publique tranfadions or attempts o f the more fubtile 
among them, much honored their Principles in the eyes of the ob
serving and judicious through the Land. 4. And ( which I have 
o f t mentioned,and will do while I can fpeak) the Miracles of God 
againft them in New England were fo real a Teftimony from hea
ven, that I am refolved to take them for a Decifion of that contro-
verfie,be5ngconjund withfo full a Teftimony o f the word. Three 
Sedsdid all lately imbody together, Anabaptifts, Separates and 
Antinomies, and fo made up one, (though fome of the firft fort 
declaimed the laft, and went the Pelagian way : ) And what man 
S a r e ?i u J e e w i c n e f s that God hath given againft them, unlefs 
iiewillbefound a fighter againft God? Iprofefs, for my part, I 
am iuily fatisfied from plain Scripture againft them, though I had 
leennofurtherwitnefs; Butyetfliould I ihutmine eyes againft 
iuch a Teftimony as God hath given in NeK-Englandbv thofc 
Monlters, Arnold. England, by multitudes of fouler Monfters, 
even Ranters, Quakers, Seekers and Blafphemers, I fhouldfure 
f>e guilty o f a hamous f i n . God doth not ordinarily thus appear; 
eut very rarely, and in great extremities, and againft thofe that 
ft is ioul doth deeply deteft. And to wink at fuch wonders, what 
^ n - ' i f c C $ M f c , G ? d i n t b edreadful lef t of his works? They that 
S e r / ^ and expound it fowellasfome 
? m n « A ^ ^ V " ? ^ 1 0 ^ ^ ^ Providences asthefe, (hallbeno 

T h l ? t h e E x P ° f l t i o » of this blelTed Book. 
^ 3 K - e a f o n s having excited my Zeal againft this Sed above 
m L S h a v c accordingly judged it my duty to bend my 
S e e d E Efpecially when IfawhoW 
S X r h £ w v o f P ° ° / f o « i ^ i d take the bait, and how ex-
S f & S ^ i f ' l ? P r e * c h i n S * o f Sthmtrfi and many o f 
to^S^^F**™* % o n t h i s I perceive the men, that 

S Y ^ u c

W o * s willingly W t h e t r u t h a s 
AOmeoHhenj, i f i could. Sure I am, I W a s m u c h Rcafon, M ? 

foul 



f s ) 
foul (hould be as precious to me; Chrift ftiould be as much va* 
lued; Grace ftiould. be as much magnified: Self (houldbeas 
much denyed. I am as deeply beh#lden co Chrift and Free-Grace 
asmoft poor finners in the wor ld : And {hould I vilifie or wrong 
them, for an Opinion, or I know not what ! Every man that h 
drawn from Chrift, is drawn by fome contrary prevailing Intereft: 

0 VVhat intereft {hould draw me to think meanly o f my Saviour, or 
his Free-Grace? For Free-Remiftion alone without any conditi-

-m on, or an Eternal J unification; I do not perceive but that my ve
ry Carnatpart would fain have it to be true. I have flefti as welt as 
they ; andif l a m able to difcern the pleadings or inclinations o f 
that flefti, i t runs their way in contradiction to the Spirit. And the 
Lord knows I have as little reafon to extol my owaRighteouftiefs, 
or place my confidence in Works and Merits, as other men have* 
I muft truly fay,The Lord holdeth my fins much more before mine 
eyes then my Good-Works: The one are Mountains to me, the 
other I can fcarce tell whether I may own in propriety, without 
many Cautions and Limitations. I have therefore no Carnal 
interefts o f my own that I can poffibly difcover, to lead me againft 
the way o f thefe men, or Engage me to contend againft them. 
Yet am I not able to forbear. I confefs I am an unreconcileable i 
Enemy to their Doctrines, and fo let them take m e I had as live 
tell them fo, as hide it . T he more I pray God to illuminate me in 
thefe things, the more am I animated againft them. The more I 
fearch after the truth in my Studies, the more I diflike them. The 
more I read their own Books,the more do I fee the Vanity of their 
Conceits : But above all, when I do but open the Bible, I can 
leldommeet with a leaf that is not againft them. And what further 
means I ftiould ufe, belides Prayer, Study, Reading their Books, 
and Reading the Scripture, I do not remember. I f they blame 
my WiU,\ cannot find any Byas againft them, from fiefhly intereft 
( as I faid ) but from fpiritual. Nor am I able to Bel ieve what 
men would have me,nor whatfoever I would my felt; My wil l hath 
not the full command o f my Belief. I f they blame my underftand-
ing , J will blame it too, but I cannot clear it. Only I am refolved 
towait onGodin theufeof his means, and by the help of his 
Grace, to fearch as diligently for the Truth as I can, and to Re
deem mytime thereto as^much, and fpare my ftefh as little, aswift 
ftandwith my life, and a freedom from the fin o f fcl£murder.And 
« y e r l r n u & dift^,ther*s no remedy. B 3 Tb*. 

J 



m 
The indignation of thefe exafperated men.hath found out o f late 

attrangekmd of vent. To be revenged on me for calling them 
Antinomies they haverefolved to call me Arminian. Socinian, 
Papft andjefmte; Yea, and as i f they were in good fadnefs, to 
f r d T w r 1 6 T ' f t h , a t h y Antinomians, I mean Anti-papifts 
too 7„,i w i r ? , a d o r " r i 8 h c P a p i f t > a n d o f the groflerfert 
an mv n^? r u b r « » y endeavour the propagation of Popery, and 
And in P n" t

n " f W t h u e C 0 , n t r a r V a r e but Jefuitical diflemoling: 
MenZCT,;'aVhaJ t h e r e i s n o P a P i f t s > that fpeak morefor 
E , , To this purpofe it feemed good to Mr. of 
onZttl l ° h W r r ^ B o o k againft Mr. l i ^ j n J r u f g , , 
m ^ n d « h ^ M ^ C h ' m m y A d m o n i t i o n : In which he com-
S is n l C r t * t h

L

a t w a s w r i t i " S a g a i n f t ™ . whofe 
mv e v l 1 ? . c ° T r ° " h " V t h e H S h t = Sucff a piece as I confefs 
S b e S r p W b < r f ° r e : T h e lively pifture o f the wifer fort o f 
do i n ^ ^ t r a n f i , „ X

r

P 1 ' f i n g m U / h 0 ™ " in Print, which the Ranters 
rniftakes o?m r a a ' T : fo m u c h M » M e A u i n e f i , fo many 
™ L e l ^ r e

R

f 0 m a n y e r r o r s ' a n d f 0 m u c h P^efumption, 
matter T f 8 * 5T 5 W a b o v e a " ' f 0 m a " y notorious falfhoods in 
kn^LZ ' ^ S I d ? p r o f e f s 1 never faw in one volume to my 
loath t^%e'Ch" ° f J e f u i t e ' o r a n y t h e vileft Heretick. T would be 
bTbettebellow m y time .n numbering them, till my Arithmetic^ 
all t h f o L ? v V ' I ' t h , a t J Vet have not obferved one leaf in 

then I f f 5 I T t h a t h a C h n 0 t m a n V : H o w m a n y hundred 
™ , 7 ? l a b u k conta.n ? What an unfavory, uncleanly task 
man A ° ^ l P ' y W ftch 3 m a n ' i f 1 h a d «> little wit, and fo 
3 r , r K S i l n d h ° U r S a s f u c h a w o r k requires ? And indeed it 
a b a t e d J X ^ ' A ^ / o f t r u t h ' w h e n the whole Volume is 
S Th T l h o i

e ' a s t h e f o u l of i t ; That is, that I am a 
h e P l f T h , ' S ^ w n o ' e f t o m f i r f t t o I a t t : I f you have this, in 

the drefs of a H, Dialea,you have all Hence is the man 
en er , L e V K n r W h e i e V p e a k t h a t w h l c h he cannot reprehend, ro 
e x S w f k c r T 0 ( m y ^ ' " d lay open my heart, for the 
K h r i n S m y l m e S ' a n / w tell them over and over that I do 
o 3 h h k £ ^U'vocate and d.fTemble, I fay one thing.but I mean 
" t a n o £ h

( 5 r ' f o *at he hath written a Volume much in the 
erh ron ? fecret thoughts; yea. of fuch as he feign-
f r e S fiyft? t h / . f u ! 1 ,e"preff ion of my writings. I confefs wfcn 
J read the firft leaf that I opened at, it feemed to me a fad, yet for 
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the gravity o f the Fidion, a ridiculous Objea \ to fee the man 
come upon the Stage, and ad his part fo confidently and ferioufly, 
as i f he did verily think I were a Papift indeed. That I am a Papift, 
or that I muft be an Antinomian, are equally credible to m e A n d 
i f there be no middle way between thofe two, 1 confefs I am I 
know not where. I deny not but all Mr. Eyres commendations of 
this man may be true: But then i f voluminous (landers, and grof-
feft falfhoods, confiderately Printed and Published, mayconfift 
with Grace, and fuch eminency of Grace too in the leaders of the 

for flocks, I would advife thefe Brethren hereafter to confider whe-
4 ther they {hould not be very companionate to others, and how 

they do Judge of the qualification of their Church-members , To 
caft out or cenfure a member for fwearing or lying once or twice, 

# when the Paftor may flander and rail voluminoufly.is fcarce equal 
$ dealing.. Truly when I read this mans Book, i t forced me to fay, 
I I Oh what a depraved nature hath man 1 what a dark underftand-
tetf i n g l what a deceitful heart! what a fad cafe are our poor people 

in, when their guides are in fuch darknefs and contention ! what 
joft a patient God have we! and what reafon therefore to be patient 
5 ill with one another ? 

I f any expect that I fliould particularly Reply to that Book, I 
muft fay of that and of divers others that have been lately publifh-
ed againft me ( Eifher, Kej/er, Hagger:) my time is like to be but 
ftiort on earth : I live in pain and languiQiing, and expectations 

ft» o f my change, and therefore I dare not waftfo fhort, fo precious 
$ time on fuch an imployment; Nor dare I give fuch an account r h u w 

of thofe hours to God, which he hath given me for better and mbcforeifaw 
more ufeful works. I f any object, that the ignorance of common Mr. Caiyls 

W people is fuch, that confidence, and railing, and flanders will take 
s* w i t h Aem, as i f they were valid Arguments, and therefore have f^ZYtofa 
in need of as diligent confutation I anfwer, it is not in my power f0 m c ^ t 0 M r , 
0 to cure the ignorance of fuch people, nor the flanderous tongues Crandon. as l 
to or pens of fuch Writers; And i f I muft Write as long as flanderers have fincc 

the will make me work, or ignorant men. need it,then I fhall have work d m -
$o enough to do, and my labours be at the command of every mans 

e3U Vices. I f any object, that I owe it to my own Reputation, I Anf. 
cf,e 1 Write not for my felf, nor for fo low an end ; But for the good 
or o f others. And whereas fome fay, that I am bound to vindicate 

Reputation, that I may not hinder other mens profiting by 
'tot my; 



( 8 ) 
mylabors. lA*f*. ft I f God take away my Rcputation,he wil l 
no^moreexped I fhould fervehim by i t , then he will expect I 
fliould ferve him by health or wealth when he hath taken them 
away : • Nor doth he exped that i (hould be fo folicitous tor its 
recovery as tonegled any greater work the while. 2. God hath 

\ permitted the Golumniator to play his part fogrofly, and t o a £ 
' fert thofe things voluminoufly and confidently whichcontradict 
themfelves, and which all that know me, know to be falfe/ t n a t * 
thinkfuch a tongueis not much capable of diminifhing a mans Re-
pu&tion> nor is i t any way needful to Vindicate it from fueh. 

N Yet though 1 will not give a particular anfwer to any fuch W r i 
tings as theie are, I (hall againft the wholefubitance and fcope of 
the ' undertaking anon prove againft M r . Crandon, and M r . 

4Jljret that the Papiftsgive more to works then V do, andlft ial l 
give them the Confefi lonof my faith, that they may truly know 
how much I give to them. 

2. ' But firft I muft take notice o f the other fort, who have been 
offended in the refpeds forementioned at my Dodrine,and whom 
I am more obliged to fatisfie ; and becaufe the things they blame 
mefor, are i . Some miftakes in Dodrine. a. Affectation of An
gularity. 3 . Or at leaft ? too eafie difTeriting from the judgement 
o f the Qrthodox; For the firft, I am left uncapable o f fatisfying 
them: For change my judgement f cannot, t i l l evidence o f truth 
do i t : And i f I fhould, it would not ferve turn: For then I (hould 
offend all on the other fide, who are for that Dodrine which I de-

| , i v e r : * S o t n a t man-pleafing is a frivolous j yea, an impoflible 
w ^ r k And to give them the Reafons o f my judgement, will buC 
offend them more ; for I find men are impatient of contradidion, 
and of uttering that which is againft their opinions But togo asfat 
as I am able to fatisfie both thefe offended parties both the Hetro-

;dox ilanderers>and the Orthodox fober Godly Divines? I mean fo 
manyof them as are offended, for very many I know are not ) I 

: lhall now m order perform thefe Several things following. %. I 
will make a true confeffion o f my faith, by which you may Judge 

Mr. Eyres , and Ut, Crandonf charge of Popery, Socihiahifrn, 
-Armimanifm &c. 2. To the General Confefiion I will add a 
S ^ ^ 1 ^ " 0 1 3 1 * ' h o w i r > u c h I give to mans Works, and 
2 ^ u c l J . ] ^ t 0 t h e m ' &• Becaufc Mr.4>r.,and M r . ^ W 

smtm iaboldiy, <%hit by ^Aritiriomiarfs, I roean Mcifiapiflfs, 



( 9 ) 
C that they might get the honorable Title of the Pr-oteftant Re-
formed Religion-put upon their Opinions; f (hall tell you what i t 
is that I mean by Antmomianifm.. 4. Becaufe they contend, fo 

•touch for juftification before faith, and that Juftification.byfaitfe 
?. b u t i n firoCoMfciextU^ or terminated in Confcience , I {halt 
g«ve my Reafons againft both thofe Affertions. 5. I fhall fhew 
no v modeftly'Mr.£;rf, and Mr. Cr .znclon do aver that the Papifts 
(yea none of the Papifts)give no more to Works or Merits then t 
C TAU p r ° V e t h t t I a m n o t f o Angular, asis fuppofed, and 

Jr\ • § i v e R O m o - ^ Works, then the Reformed Churches 
and Divines ordinarily do • by a large recital of their own words. 
And in the performances of thefe fix things lyes all the fatisfaction 
that I yet underlknd my felf able to give to thofe that areoftendr 
ed t Suppofing what I have faid in the Preface. 

C H A P . I T . 

si true Confefston of my Faith. 

S E C T . I . 

T > Ecaufe Mr.OW<?» is pleafed through his Book to affirm with 
fuch confidence that I do fubtilly equivocate and diffembie 

toy judgement, hiding the worft, and meaning one thing when I 
ipeak another, andfo leaves meuneapabie by any Profefiion,Pro-
teliationsor Oaths, ofTatisfying any who are of his mind- and as 
audacioufly arrogate the Prerogative o f God, i n knowing and 
judging the heart o f man, even againft his own Profefttons; I 
• f".JH therefore premife only this general profeflion to them who 
will believe i t , and they that will not may choofc. J Kill never 
T»orJhipa»d fervethat God tt hat I do not believe to be able and willing 
*° war me out in his ferviee ; and favemeharmlefsy and fee that I 
penolofer hy my owning him and huvwill.. The god Whom I fervel 

jure is both able and billing. 1 will never feme a God that Ibave 



f i O ) 
caufe to beajhamedof- To be afhamedofhim,is fo far to den) htm to 
be God, Nor will I ever be of that Religion Which gives men leave 
to lye, and to deny it: LMy Religion doth not : 7o deny it therefore* 
is fo far to difclaim and renounce it: Therefore fo far as I deny it, 

fo far I am not of that Religion. I believe that no man Jhall befaved 
by the Chriflian Religion that mil not lay down his life rather then 
deny it : Much lefs he that Mill not let go the favor and efteem of 
men : andejpecially he that prefers his credit with fuch a man as Mr, 
Crandon,£<?/orf? his Religion, hath fure very low thoughts of that Re-, 
ligion^ and mean expellatioas from it, and may well look, that his 
Reward fhould be anfWerable. So much for Preface. 

i . T D o Believe the H o l y Canonical Scriptures* andal l 
x things therein contained to be in fa l l ib ly true, as 

bemg the W o r d o f G o d . A n d I do Believe i t to be a 
f u f h c i e n t a n d p e r f e d R u l e o r L a w , needing no A d d i t i 
ons o f T r a d i t i o n , or Humane T e f t i m o n y to fupp ly its 
de feds , t hough i t fuppofe fome T r a d i t i o n and Humane 
T e f t i m o n y as neceffary t o its Promulgat ion and E x p l i 
cation. & A 

I fiSv t h l * f i n g l e Confeffion freeth me from the charge of In-
ture a S ' A " : . an Infidel believes not the Scrip-
T r a % ^ it to be but part of Gods Word, and 

C o S r " ^ ^ P P ° f e 1 n e e d n o t a d d any Creed or other 
S n r i S f a f t r ^ 6 ? ? C O * * * * * * * s i f this word alone 
I 5 * t ReSSor Z ^> ^ by who 1 S Orthodox, and of the 
c S o H d n ^ r ^ 1 t h ! n k ^ ^nthismadeafufficient 

O b e £ ' T\ 7 maQnS ^m^nCxcms require more, 

^ m t H r ^ i x s « not * 
OWeft The s / J ' / p a T C ° f G o d s W o r d ' $*rifUre\ t m ^ ^ ^ m Armmians bdttve the fu§ciency trf 



Anfw, So !ong there is the more hope of their reduction. But 
P they believe not fome plain particular Doctrines of ScripturerThc 
^ Socinians believe not the Godhead of Chrift, or the Holy Ghoft , 

though the firft be oft in terms, and the latter at leaft in fence9 

expreffed in the Scripture : Nor do they believe Chrifts fatisfacri-
o n : Therefore they do not believe the Doctrine of the Scriptures, 
though they believe in general that the Scripture is true, i f any 
will prove that I deny any Doctrine of that word which in general 
1 believe, 1 will revoke it when I fee it fo proved ; I n the mean 
time I proteft, that it is my refolution to fearch as impartially after 
the true meaning of the word as I can,and that I would fain know 
the mind of God therein, though it coft me the utmoft pains, and 
the lofs of mens eftimation and favour, and though my greateft 
Temptation to partiality in my ftudies doth lye in my loathnefs to 
diffent from Godly Divines, whom I moft highly value and ho-
nour,and whofe love I more efteemthen any other mens; Yet,by 
the Grace of God, I refolve as faithfully as I can, torefifteven 
this Temptation alfo, and to lay open my foul to the teachings o f 
Chrift by his Word and Spirit. 

But becaufe it is expected that there be a more particular profef-
fron of thefeveral Doctrines contained in this Word ; and be
caufe I confefs fuch a Profeflion very f i t and neceffary in other re-
fpects, (it being not every word in Scripture that is of flat necef-
fity to Salvation, it is very f i t that thofe which be fo, fhould di-
ftinaiy and explicitly be believed; I fhall defcend to fuch par
ticulars. And becaufe the fumm of my Belief for Affent and Con-
fent, is expreffed in our late Wore eft er-Jhire Profeflion of fafth, I 
fhall here recite it (becaufe it is but (hort) with the change of 
one word for abbreviation: Suppofing the Apoftles Creed. 

1 

S E C T . I I . 

T h e Father, §• *• 2 . T Believe that there is one on ly G o d T h e ^ h e r 5 P r e J f m \ f 
1 I n f i n i t e i n Being , W i f d o m , Goodnefs and Pow~ A j J m t 

er: the Maker , Prefervet and D i f p o f e r o f all th ings , and 
the m o f t J u f t and M e r c i f u l L o r d o f alL 

1 Believe that man kind.being fal len b y f i n f r o m G o d 
C 2 a n d 
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and happinefs, under the wra th o f G o d , the curfe of his 
L a w , and the power o f the D e v i l , G o d fo loved the 
w o r l d , that he gave his on ly Son to be their Redeemer, 
w h o b e i n g God,and one w i t h the Father,did take t o him 
our nature, and became man, being conceived o f the 
H o l y G h o f t in t he V i r g i n Mary, and born o f her, and 
named Jefus C h i i f t a n d having l ived on earth wi thou t 
' f in ,and wrought many Miracles f o r a witnefs o f his t ru th , 
he gaveup himfelfa .Sacrif ice for our f in s , and a Ranfom 
f o r us, in fu f fe r ing death on the C r o f s : and being Bur i 
ed, he Rofe again the th i rd day, and afterward afcended 
i n t o heaven, where heis L o r d o f all i n Glory wi th the 
-Father: A n d having Ordained that all that t ru ly Repent 
and Believe in h im , and love h i m above all things, and 
l incerely obey h i m , and that to the death, mall be faved, 
and they that w i l l not (hall be damned, and commanded 
his .Minif ters . to Preach the Gofpe l to the wor ld h he w i l l 
-comeagam and raife the.bodies o f all men f r o m death, 
and w i l l Judge all men according to what- they have 
•done in the body- and t h e Righteous (hall go i n t o l i fe 

T T ^ t n e r e f t unoever laf t ing puniihment. 
*Ort\nndacx 1 b d i e v e ^ h a t G o d t h e H o l y G h o f t , the Spiri t o f the 
s»>i} rcKcb J a tne rand the Son, was fent f r o m the Father * by the 
you m. i>on, t o In fp i r e and Guide the Prophets and Apoft les , 

that they m i g h t f u l l y reveal the D o e l r i n e o f C h r i f t : and 
by multi tudes o f evident Miracles and wonder fu l g i f t s , 
•to be the great witnefs o f C h i i f t and o f the t r u t h o f hrs 
ho ly word , and alfo to .dwell.and w o r k in all that are 
drawn to believe, that being firft joyned to C h r i f t their 
« e a d andmto o n e C h u i A w h i c h i s h i s 6ody,and fo par
doned and made t h e fo*s o f G o d , t hey may be a pecu-
ha people f a l s i f i e d :to C h n f t , and may m o m r i t h e 
-flefli andovercomethe wor ld and t h e D e v i l , andbe in^ 
zeaxousof -good works , may f e r v e ^ o d i n H o l i n e f s a n d 

H i g h t e -

http://his.Minifters.to


MO 
Righteoufnefs , and may l ive i n d ie fpecial L o v e and 
Comai-union o f the Saints, and i n hope of -Chr i f t s c o m 
i n g , and o f Ever la f t ing L i f e , 

L d o i i e a r t i l y take this o n e G o d / f o r my only G o d and F^!}[^m 

my chief good and this Jems C h r i f t f o r my only L o r d , o n J m t f -
Redeemer a n d Saviour s and this H o l y Ghoft: f o r my; 
San&ifier . . and t h e D o d b i n e b y h im revealed, and w i r -
t ie i led by his Miracles, and now contained in the .holy 
Scriptures, I do take for the L a w o f G o d , a n d t h e R u l e 
of my fai th and l i f e . A n d Repent ing unfeignedly o f m y 
nns, I do .refolve through the Grace o f G o d lincerely to 
obey him,'bot 'h in 'hol inefs t o God,and E i g k e o u f n e f s t o 
men, and.in ipecial love t o the Saints,and C o m m u n i o n 
w i t h them, againft all the-temptations o f the D e v i l , .the 
W o r l d , and my o w n F le f t i , and this to the Death . -

I do alfo take the ten Commandments f o r a general 
fending Rule o f obedience": A n d the Lords Prayer for a 
p e r f e ^ T i i l e f o r p r a y e r 5 m o f t admirable fo r Comprehenf i - . 
©n ofmatter,andexaianefs o f M e t h o d . And ' l 'be l ieve that 
C h r i f t h a t h i n f t i t u t e d B a p t i f m for ourenterance in toh i s 
Chureh,and the Lords Supper for our Confirmation-, and 
hath appointed minifters to be the teachers o f h isChurch, 
and to guide i t i n C o n c o r d , according to his -Word-

THis is my Religion; This I profefs, fubferibe and ftand t o . 
! f any man .ask what Religion! am of, hither I refer him. I f 

this be not enough for hirmbut-he muft needs have yet a larger pro-
reii]on,-or e!fe he will not account rne.Orthodox, let him take his 
•courfe, and judge of me as he pleafe. He that profefleth t h i s ^ d 
-lives accordingly, ftiali by-me be taken for a good .Chriftian, hy 
-Whatname or title foevenmenxall-him. I fay as Hilary, quod non 
per dtjficiles quaftiones ad vitam beatam nos ducat C'D em. I f the 
Church of Rome will profefs but this much, andnot fubvert it when 

' • ^ y b ^ e i o n e ^ ^ ^ w ^ a c ^ n o w l e ( j g e jfcejpl, 
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i s Brethren of the fame Religion with me ; and i f they wiW unite 
upon thefe terms, 1 will unite with them : Though i f theyadd 
fuperfluities which do not fubvert this Doftrine, I w i l l notjoyn 
with them in any of thofe Additions; but let them build their 
flubble alone for me. 

As to my felf, i f any man will prove that I hold any thing con
trary to one word of this Confeftion, I will prefently renounce it . 
I n the mean time, i f I mould hold any thing contrary to it, it is 
ignorantly, and upon fuppofkion that it is not contrary. An» 
therefore no man cancharge me with the not believing any thing 
here contained: For 1 renounce any thing in my writings that is 
contrary to this,though unknown : and i f I cannot hold any other 
of my Opinions, and this confeflion both, I difclaim all fueh Opi
nions, and will let go them,and not this. 

Thus much might well fervc as a difcovery of my Belief, were it 
not that prejudice and jealoufie requires more: I add therefore. 

S E C T . H I . 

:•§. 3 . 3 .J D o heartily approve o f the morter Catechi fm o f the 
AiTembly, and o f all therein contained: and I take 

i t f o r the bef t Catechi fm that ever I yet few, and the 
A n f w e r s continued f o r a m o f t excellent f u m m o f the 
Chr i f t i an faith and -Do&r ine , and a fit T e f t to t ry the 
Orthodoxnefs even o f Teachers themfelves. 

J Know the faith of many in thefe latter Ages of the world is 
more extenfive then intenfive, grafping at much in the Objeft , 

'but little and feeble in the aft , and infirmly radicated in the Sub-
ject. Thefe men will think that I am yet too fhort to be accounted 
Orthodox, and that in embracing this Catechifm, it is but a chil-
diih faith that I embrace. But I am bold to tell them thefe things 
•byway of Anfwer. i . TheologU e[i (dentin sljfeSiiva-prattica. 
God hath laid more on the heart and hand, and lefs on the head, 
a s £ 0 the extent of knowledge, then fuch men take notice of, W e 
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may find us work enough, yea and make a happy progrefs and -
growth, by anincreafe of our firmnefs, and clearnefsin the appre-
henfion of the common truths,and an improvement of them on the 
heart and life. And it had been happy for the Church in all Ages, 
efpecially this,if they had looked more after this kind o f growth in 
knowledge,(asto intenfion5affecl:ion,and execution/and lefs gaped 
after new Light and Revelation,and an extenfiye increafe.Though 
yet I would have none under-value Gods grace in this kind of m-
creafe,nor neglect any due means for the attaining of it. i . i would 
have thefe men that have fuch a fwelled belief,to compare the A f -
femblies (horter Catechifm, not only with the Epiftles which the 
Apoftles wrote to particular Churches, but with all the Confefli-
ons o f Faith that were made for four hundred years after Chrift in 
the Church j and fee i f any of them ufed a more extenfive form ? 
Nay, all the Creeds and Confefsionsof the Church fet together 
for many hundred years ( except the Scriptures) were not com
parable to this, for fulnefs and exa&nefs of order and exprefsion. 
Only in the point of the Myfterie of the Trinity, you may find ma
ny more copious, and wordy, as urged to it by the feveral Herefies 
o f thofe times. But whether they are therefore ever the more excei-
ient,I will not prefume to cenfure. Nay,what talk I of Creeds and 
Confefsions, when you may read many and many Volumes of the 
Fathers that contain not fo much of the body ofTheoUgie, as this 
Catechifm. I fpeak not this in any contempt or diminution of the 
Authority o f the Writings o f the Fathers and firftAges o f the 
Church : I do in feveral other refpe&s ( for their reverend Ant i 
quity, their better opportunity to know the way of the Apoftles in 
matters of f a f t , &c. J prefer them before any Writings of thefe 
times, and fo give them the Preheminence jecundum quid ; but 
jimpl' titer? and for the innate worth of the Writings themfelves, 
I prefer the latter,and fpecially this in queftion much before them. 

3. Further let the Objedors confider whether this were not 
the flrft corrupting of the Church and the Chriftian Doctrine, by 
being, as I may fay, Orthodox over-much, and making too ftricl: 
paths for other men to walk in, and enlarging the borders of their 
Belief too far, and condemning all that entertained not the N o 
tions of fome. Al fo whether this were not the great caufe of all 
thefad divifions that in all Ages have diftrafted and difturbed the 
Church, and proved the greateft diferace and hindrance to our 
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Religion. The^fiartoderimam^ the isftsdiani, and many more1 

Heretieks, might weH have gone for Catholicks, had it not been 
for this Diotrefhes. And will no experience warn us ? 4. Nay, 
confide? whether this be not the very difeafe of the Roman Church, 
^nd the mark of that beaft, to obtrude their fuperrluities andfwel-
led Confefiionson others? Had the Trent Creed but broke of t 
about the middle, ( at the end of the Nicene orlonftinoyolitane 
Creed ) we had been ail agreed in matter of Doctrine 

1 have heard divers object, that this is but the trick of all Here-
ticks that hold fomewhat which dare not fee the light, and there
fore they muft either take up with the bare Scripture Expreftions, 
or i f they yield to any Confeffions,they muft be fhort and general, 
that they difcovernot, and contradict not their Errors: andfpe-
cially the Spcinians are guilty of this. Anf*. 1. I might as truly 
fay, this is the Obje&ion of the Papifts, to charge an inefficiency 
on the exprefiionsof Scripture, and make it the property ofHe-
reticks to appeal only to the Scripture: And thus we may fling 
Popery and Socinianifm in one anothers faces, with more fpleen 
then wit. 2. Certainly many fuch Divines have done more by 
fuch mdifcreet Objections, to ftrengthen that unhappy Sect, f the 
Socinians) then they could ever have done for themfelves. When 
men plead reafon for Chriftianrty and Scripture Authority, they 
fay , I t is Socinianifm r when we plead for the fufficieney of Scrip
ture alone and appeal to i t ? they fay, This is Socinianifm too. 
Make the World believe once rhat the Socinians have reafon and 
Scripture on their fide; that is, the Light and Law ofNature,and 
tiie Light and Law of fupernatural Revelation and who would 
not turn Socinian ? Its pitty that thefe men can find no Argu
ments tc^ufe againft: Socinians, but the very fame which is the 
Papifts Qoluh againft the Reformed Churches and-their-Do-. 

. 5. t w i f l ^ ' d ^ f f l u t h m ^ m f m r c ^ e ^ t i m O u r D i -
vmes havehuherto obferved, that it is a fufpiti-ous fign thatanV 
affedionor courfeis not of God, which nature is very prone to • 
^ h T ^ T ' J I 5 ° f ? ° d w h i ^ nature is bLfward to 
I n X f \ k ? T C h r R u l e " e e d s limitations, yet I think it not 

^ a f l w S i f u ^ c a f e ? a s t h i s > 1 h a v e e v e r obfer^ed that a violent 
4 t ! ^ v c r f < *? m a n s Unions, which he accounts Or-
• * o * * B faeafte ^nd naturaVthat ^tfeefene^lit t lemeanno 

kindle 
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kindle it : Nay, all the means that canbeufed will fcarce allay 
the inordinate rage o f i t : But a Zealous love of God, and delight 
in him,and a Zeal for holinefs, and againft f i n , and a Zealous love 
to Gods Truths as they hold forth Chrift and Glory, and guide us 
to duty, this is fo contrary to the nature of man, that no means 
is lufficient to excite i t . O how eafily without Grace, and againft 
Grace do Carnal Minifters, and profeffors make a huge bufle.1 in 
the world for their opinions, compafting Sea and Land to make a 
Profelite 1 they Will ride and go with unwearied diligence to pro
pagate their opinions • perhaps fome of them true, (though as 
ufually falfe ) Truly I have wondred many a time what it ftiould 
be, that animates fuch men with fo implacable a thirft, to make all 
others o f their own mind, that they care not to venture all they 
have for i t ; yea,to fubvert Kingdoms,and caft offnatural affection 
to their neareft friends. I t is no more love to Chrift and his word, 
and wil l , then others have: For they are cold enough in obeying 
his will, and venture to difobey him more eafily then others. ) n-
deed it is idolatrous pride. Every man naturally being his own 
Idol , he would have all others bow down and worfhip him, and 
would have the glory of perfect light, and infallibility, and have 
his judgement be the Rule of all other mens, and would be a Law
giver to the world, that is, would be God.- I know Gods truth 
cannot too much be loved : But I know withall,that a proud affe
ctation of the honor of knowing more then others, and being bet
ter acquainted withthe fecrets of God, is a thing that a man may 
get without Grace, but cannot get down without Grace. From 
whence it comes to pafs, that the worft fort of men are often the 
moft Zealous and violent contenders for that which they call the 
Orthodox Doctrine, when yet the affectionate and practical im
provement of the very Creed, they do abhor. Witnefs the doleful 
ftate of the prefent Church of Rome, which hath fo many hundred 
Jefuites and others that wholly devote their lives to the propaga
tion of their opinions, which they call, and take to be, the Catho-
like Religion, and Orthodox Doctrine: Witnefs the Fire and Fa
got, thelnquifitions, the bloody Maftacres, by which this fire o f 
Zeal for Opinions, hath found vent, and made its eruptions. And 
though it too ordinarily falls out that the pretenders to Ortho-
doxnefs are not the moft Orthodox, and the moft erroneous are 
readieft to cry down Errors, yet no doubt, but a carnal mind may 

D make 



( i 8 ) 
make Gods own pretious truths the occafion of this forementi-
oned fin, and may hate the Communion of Saints, even when he 
is Zealous for the Catholike Church, the forgivenefs of fins, or the 
Refurredtion of the body. 

But yet I am not fo lingular as to make this a pretence for 
my own Errors; and therefore to give fuller fatisfaction, I further 
add. 

S E C T . I V . 

4 T Have perufedthe larger Catechi fm o f the A f f e m -
J b l y > a n d judge i t a m o f t excellent f u m m of D i v i 

n i t y : and forr iuch the more excellent, in that i t is fpa-
r i n g i n the d i f f i cu l t , and more abftrufe part,and mof t f u l l 
i n the pradicalpar t : A n d I f i n d no word that I diffent 
r rom l o l m a y have leave but to interpret fou r words, 
a s fo l lowe th . 

1 * V V HCUrm ^ fTd>rhat f t Cove™»* °f^ace was made « * £ 
l u n d e r f t a n d ^ 
made with Thrift ^ A ™ t n e C ° v e n a n t , one fpecies being 
2 3 ^ t h T S n ; a n ° t h e r W i t h m a n ' a n d n o t a s ^ it were one 
* ™ m ^ ^ ^ w & e e i ' t h a t ^smade with Chrift and 

i*fteadof aptrfea Ris,h\eo„fT 1«tth"™t imputed to us ra* being 
required by the La\>p o f' Z u ° f ° h d i e n c e > to the ends as it Was 
meritorious caufe of the R^'r^V™ f a i t h t h e ™tter,orthe 
'»».. I-Ainkthisis t h e m ^ ^ V ^ ^ ^ 0 H r r i Z h t toSaha* 
™J think tha h y % ^ n ' ^ ° f t h e ^verend Affembly (if I 
4 a f e not from them 2 R? ^ .meaning ; and that in fence I 

• 2* B u t 1 wiU never fubfcribe thefe words, 
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nor any like them; without the liberty o f an explication, when 
they are exprefly *in termini*,contrary tothe Scripture, and muft * A s i n t h e 

have fuch an interpretation to reconcile the fence. Nor will I %™iffim o / *, 
ever approve o f fuch paffagesin Catechifms and Confeffions, as § 7 ; C 3 P ' " » 
ftiall determine a point exprefly againft the words of God, though 
Hereticks might abufe thofe words >, but would rather diftinguifti, 
and fhcw in what fence faith is not imputed for Righteoufnefs, 
then flatly and limply to fay ; I t is not, when God faith, it is! 
Elfe we (hall give the adverfary the greateft advantage that he 
can defire or expect j when he (hall (hew thofe words in Scrip-' 
ture which we flatly d e n y A n d hereby we mall lay the greateft 
temptation before the ignorant, that know not how to interpret 
thofe Scriptures. And that I have not miffed the fence of the 
Affembly,I am induced to believe,by what that Learned Reverend 
man Mr. Gataker, who was one of them, hath wrote in Explica
tion of this controverfie againft Saltmtrfb Shad. Pag..$i,$^$t 

56,57. to which I wholly fubfcribe (expounding the word htfii-u-
ment, as I have declared ) And where he ftiews that the diffe
rence is but meerly Verbal, fo far is it from being in Fundamental 
Doctrine.' 

3. Where the next words fay, but only as it is an InftrumM by 
which he receiveth and applietb Chri(i and his Righteoufnefs, as L 
note that they fay not that it is an Inftrument o f Juftifying us, fo I 
underftand them thus, as it is the Moral reception of Chrift and 
Righteoufnefs freely given, improperly called an Inftrument: and 
that they fpeak of that aptitude in faith, for which it was chofen to 
this office, fuppofing its being a condition of the Covenant, or 
G i f t , as its neareft Intereft. I f I have hit their fence, I affent to 
this. 

4- Whereitisfaid, The word of God is to be Preached only by 
fuch as are fujficiently gifted, and alfo duly approved and called to 
that offce, I underftand it only of that fort of Preaching which is 
proper to Minifters, believing that there is alfo a Preaching which 
a Matter may ufe in his Family, and other Chriftians occafionally: 
and herein I doubt not but I hit their fence. 

By the Spirits that I have been haunted with, and the meafure 
that I have received, I am forced to expect, that fome Ihould here 
charge me with taking an occafion to quarrel with the Affembly, 
or (hew my own conceited wifdom, in the correcting of their 

D 2 works. 
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works. But I appeal from unconfcionable calumniators, to trie 
righteous Judge. I fo highly reverence that Affembly, that I 
think this Nation, fince the Apoftles days, had never any that ex
celled it for Piety, and Abi l i ty : and I doubt not, but the fruftra-
tion of much of their labour lies heavy on fome, that yet make 
light of it. But with fuch envious and cenforious perfons as I have 
to deal, I find my felf in the cafe of Toggim Countreyman with 
his Afs ( they that would laugh may read the Fable j but I am 
ferious: ) I am caft into an impofiibility of efcaping their cen-
fures, Should I have profefTed my AfTent, without thefe explica-
tionsi I {hould wrong my Confcience. Should I have/aid nothing 
o f this Catechifm, they would have concluded that I diffented in 
fome weighty points, and durft not fubfcribe it. I confidered 
thefe, and chofe rather to caft my felf on the fmaller cenfure,then 
the greater ; hereby manifefting that i t isafmal l matter, orno^ 
thing, wherein I dinent. 

The like I muft fay of the AfTemblies Confeilion of faith: 
Some have told me, I f I be Orthodox, they expecl: my AlTent to 
that: But without fome explications I cannot Affent, which will 
give the fame occafion ofcenfureto thefe men: and i f I wholly 
pafs it by, they will furmife that it is for greater matters that I re-
fufe. J will therefore in this alfo venture on the leffer inconveni
ence, feeing one is become unavoidable. 

S E C T . V . 

5 . T Havepe ru fedo f t the C o n f e m o n o f the A f f e m b l y , 
- I and ver i ly judge i t the m o f t excellent for fulnefs 

and exadnefs t h a t I h a v e ever read f r o m any Church-, 
A n d though the truths therein being o f feveral degrees 
o f Evidence and Nece f f i t y , I do not ho ld them w i t h 
equal clearnefSjConfidenceor certainty-,and though fome 
few points i n i t are beyond my reach, yet I have obferv-
ecl no th ing in i t contrary to my judgement, i f I may be 
allowed thefe Expof i t ions fo l l owing . 

i# C h . 


