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7 CHAPY L |
The Occafion and Scope of this Writing. |

T isnow about five years fince I publifheda
Book Entituled, Aphorifms of Jufbificasion,
Y :&c. which I letpafs in haft, before1had
® welldigefted orperfeed, ‘beingnot like
‘to have muchJonger time'on‘earth: Ichofe
§ rather foto publifh it, ‘then to ‘fupprefs it,
_ that at leaft I might provoke-otherswhenI
SORDRNENSY am dead to make afurtherdifcovery ofthe
trath. It was the firft that T publifhed,and 1was'then a ftranger to
the difpofitions of Divines, and fimplythought that none would
be offended with one that held the fame Chriftian Doérine, for
attempting a clearer ‘explication of it, ‘though he differed from

A ) N}

themin leffer things ; yea, though he failed in his attempr, aslong .

3

ashe abhorred dividing from the Church : f thoughtT might have
. boldly faid to Chriftian Minifters, ‘as Jaftin Martyr did to Hea-
thens, Apolog. 1, ¥in. Thefe thirngs We offer vo yowr confiderati
o1 If they [eews ugreeable'to Reafon and Verityy bonor them, but

of they feem toys | as toysconsstan them , but domat boftilely per=
: B Jecnre

L
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fecate them. But1 am now a little better acquamted with the
world, and the beft part_of the world then before I was. The
Reafons of my publithing that book (at firft drawn forth by the
occafion of one Queftion, about the fence of CMar. 25. ) were
thefe: 1. A hope of clearer difcovery of fome common T.ruths,
by difpelling fome confufions, and fome cloudy novel grogndlefs
diftin&ions ; That fo when truth wasmore clearly feen, it might
be more deeply received, affeionatly entertained, firmly retain-
ed, and fuccefsfully improved. 2. A ftrong conceit that I fhould
take out of the hands of many adverfaries ( Papifts, Pelagians and.

" Libertines ) fome great advantages which formerly fome have

giventhem againftus, and fhould clear in fome meafure, the way
of a more effe&ual confutation of their Errors. Efpecially,I con-
fefs, mine eye was upon the Libertines, commonly called Antino-
mians, through the whole, being wakened to a compaflion of ma-
ny ignorant well meaning Chriftians, who were then following
their delufionsin a full career. 3. A hope alfo I had that many

- Chriftians who had feemed. to- differ more then indeed they did,

in thefe points, might be brought to an Agreement by the Evi-
dence of truth;at leaft that meer verbal differences might not feem
Real and Do&rinal. :

- ButIquickly found that fome thought too-well, and fome too

ill of what I had written. Left therefore Ifhould prove a further
offence to my Brethren, and a wrong ta the Church 4 Idefired -
thofe that thought it worth their labor to vouchfafe me- their

- Animadverfions, which I have fpent much of thefe three laft
- yearsinconfidering, that I might Corre& whatfoever was difco-

vered to be Erroncous, and give them an account of my Reafons
ofthereft. 1have not only fince fuppreffed that Book which did

offend them, but alfo laid by thofe Papers of Univerfal Redemp-

tion which I had written, left T fhould be further offenfive, ButI
find all this gives no fatisfa&ion. Some further courfe therefore

~Tamobliged to take: Forif the offence had been only taken and

fiot given, yet Chriftian Charity binds me to do my beft tore-

-moveit: But whenI do freely confefs that fome part of the of-

fence was given by me, by fome indigefted ahd obfcure paflages
and fome over-fightsin that book, 1 fin much more b(mgd togfa-’
tisfie the offended, as far as is in my power todo. - :
Tothis end Thave 1wo forts of men to addrefs my fpeech to. -
‘ LTS 3. Thofe .




. ‘1. Thofe Divinesthat go theway of the Libertines ( commonly
called Antinomians ) inwhole or in part: For thefeT perceive
are moft deeply offended with me. 2. Some Orthodox fober
‘Divines, who are offended with me for fome leffer differences,
wherein I feem to them to affe& fingularity,and too eafily. to,dg7
‘part from the Common judgement of the Refoimed Churches. -
1. Idoconfefs ( being once half enfnared my felf in the opt-
‘nions of Fufification before Faith, and that Jutification by Faith,
Was but in foro Confcientiz, ¢, ) I have aftrong apprehenfion
of the danger of thofe Do&rines, and their concomitants: and
that upon four grounds. | 1. Either I am exceedingly miftaken,or
elfe they do as dire&ly and fully fubvert the main fcope of the
- Dodrine of Chrift, as any Errors that I know of in Exgland, that
are maintained by any confiderable number of men who have any
great appearance of Piety and Sobriety, Were Englandwell rid
but of Libertinifm,Socinianifim dnd Popery, it were a happy Land : « 74z peard
Bug the firft party do more dangeroufly infinuate with the weaket fom an ancicr
fort of Godlypeople then either of the latter,by the advantage of Godly K“’é:ﬁf
the name of Free-grace, and by their pretences toa fingular ex- fgg”’;u;tco;.
tolling of Chrift, and by their declaiming againft legal Preachers, pinger , that
and againft the advancement of our own WorKs or Righ;'eoufnefs, they were pof—
and efpecially by leading men in o cafie a way, which flefh and. jffed with iie
blood hath {o fittle againft, as being too confiffent with mens i d‘;/: mfﬁg
Carnal Intereft. 2. The evident tendency alfo of thefe licentious S,;l.m'rhe y
Dorinesto a licentious Life, and to the deftra&ion of Godlinefs, ., afiimed
I confefs doth increafe my deteftation of them. He that feeth n0t zpar by wweat
in the face of them written , an oppofition to Mortification and - but once_amoig
Watchfulnefs, and the life of Godlinefs, feeth not with my eyes. ";Z”‘f ﬂ’e;”’lf;”: :
3. The experience which we have feen of the real Iffue, and fad fbcy : b,c,ftbfd'
. effes of this licentious Do&srine, I confels hath further confirm= o, bim, s gi-
ed me againft it. Tam none of thofe that {hut my eyesagaint wing bim the
the workings of Providence, nor yet againft the difcoveries of holy Ghofl, ard
Caulfes in their Effedts. Three black Clouds of Witneffes we have Z" oy {;’aﬂ r
of this. 1. The unhappy mifcarriages, and fhameful lives of thofe N thece
Libertines that lived in England before thefe late years of trouble. days , thar be
Whereof both Zondon, and the Grundletonians in York-/bire, was not as
*and Arthingtons Sedution, with the whole ftory of Hacket and m vlf;“’:’c }’f';’:
wondered what was the matter with bim:he had no confeffion of fin, but an elevat edflrainiz Praye "):
@i hebad been in flrange apures:and after thice days be was as befor exand came no more at thiss.
‘B 2 Coppinger,y :
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Coppinger, can give too full Teftimony. 3. The fad mifcarriages
of this Sect in New- England, whererof fee Mr. weld his Rife and
raine of Antinsmiayifmin N.E. 3. Their late AQtionsin old Eng-
dand, fince (‘uniting with the fpirit of Anabaptiftry, the far fmaller
evil) they have proceeded as far as Ranting, hath further fhewed
what fpirit they are of,to thofe that will fee the Sun at Noon-day:
Norhave the Publique tranfaions or attempts of the more fubtile
among them, much honored their Principles in the eyes of the ob-
fervingand judicious through the Land. 4. And ( which I have
oft mentiened,and will do while I can fpeak ) the Miracles of God
againft them inNew England were foreal a Teftimony from hea-
ven, thatT am refolved to take them for a Decifion of that contro-
verfie,being conjun& with o full 2 Teftimony of the word. Three
Sects did all lately imbody together, Anabaptifts, Separatifts and
Antinomians, and fo made up one, (though fome ofthe firft fort
difclaimed the laft, and went the Pelagian way ) And whatman
dare obfcure the witnefs that God hat given againtt them, unlefs
hewill be found a fighter againft God? I profefs, for my part, I
}un fully fatisfied Trom plain Scripture againt them, thongh I had
een no further witnefs ; But yet fhould I fhut mine eyes againft
fucha Temmot}y as ‘God hath given in New-England by thofe
Monﬁers, and in 0ld-England, y multitudes of fouler Monfters,
gven Ranters, Quakers, Seckers and Blafphemers, I thould fure
be guilty of a hainous fin, God doth not ordinarily thus appear ;
'ht'lt very rare?r, and in great extremities, and againft thofe that
hisfoul doth eeply deteft. And towinkar fuch wonders,. what
1siebut to defpife God in the dreadfulleft ofhis works? They that
can read the book of Providence, and expound it fo well asfome
;]ire;end, and yet overlook fuch Providences as thefe, (hall beno
’ %ﬁrs of mine, inthe Expofition of this bleffed Book. .
db efeﬁ{eafons having excited my Zeal againft this Se& above -
o s 1 have accordingly judged it my duty to bend my
/ d_%amﬁ tl}cmm all my writings : Efpecially when I faw how
f:;;girl y m‘;g‘md‘?% of poor fouls did take the gait, and how ex-
cedingly the Writings and Preachings of Saltmarp and many of

;:;iell'ows;ﬁd take with them, Upon thisI perceive the men, that
fY mealure go thatway, are enraged againftme : How to ap-

o a 1 would as willingly know the truthas
fomeofthem, ifI could. ure Iam; I havneg anglrv Rc:ﬁ)gi ‘123

!
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-as moft poor finners in the world : And fhould I vilifie or wrong

them, for anOpinion, or I know.notwhat! Every manthat:s
drawn from Chrift, is drawn by fome contrary prevailing Intereft : .
What intereft fhould draw me to think meanly of my Saviour; or-
‘his Free-Grace? For Free-Remiflion alone without any conditi- -
-on, or an Eternal Juftification ; I do not perceive but.that my ve- -
rg Carnal part would fain have it to be true. I have fiéfhas wellas -
they ; and if Lamrable to_difcern the. pleadings orrinclinations of
that flefh, it runs their way in contradiion to the Spirit. And the .

Lord knowsI have as little reafon to extol my own Righteoufnefs,

or place my confidence in Works and Merits, asother menhave. .
I muit truly fay, The Lord holdeth my fins much more before mine -
eyesthen my Good-Works: The one are Mountains to- me; the -
other I can{carce tell whether I may own in propriety, without :

many Cautions and Limitations. I have therefore no Carnal

interefts of my own that I can poffibly difcover, to lead me againft -
the way of thefe men, or Engage me to contend againft them. -

Yetam I not able to forbear. I confefs I am anunreconcileable: -
Enemy to their Dodrines, and {o let them take me = 1 had aslive -
tell them fo,as hide it. The more I pray God to illuminatemein -

thefe things; the more am I animated againft them; The:more I

fearch after the truth inmy Studies, the more1 diflike them: The -
~more I read their own Books,the more do I fee the Vanity of their .

Conceits: But above all, when I'do but open the Bible, -1 can

feldom meet with a leaf that is not againft them. And what further -
means I thould ufe, befides Prayer, Study, Reading their:Books, -
and Reading the Scripture, I do not remember. . If they blame. -
my Wikl cannot find any Byas againft them, from flefhly intereft -

(asIfaid ) butfrom fpiritual.. Nor-am.I able to Believe what

menwould have me,nor whatfoever I would my felf: My iwill'hath A
not the full command of my Belief. Ifthey blame-my-underftand- ‘-
ing, I wilt blame-it too, but I cannotclearit.. Only Iam refolved
‘towait on God intheufe of his-means, and by the help-of his .
Grace; to -fearch as diligently for the TruthasI'can, and to Re- -

deemmytime thereto. asmuch, and fpare my flethaslictle, aswifl
Rand with my life; and a-freedom from the fin of felf murder-And -
iyer] muft differ; ther’s noremedy. - Bz The. .

foul fhould be as precious to m_é_.; Chrift thould be.as much va=-
lued : Grace fhould, be as much magnified : Self fhould beas -
much denyed. I am as deeply behelden to Chrift and Free-Grace -

s bt i s
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Theindignation of thefe exafperated men hath found outof fate
a frange kind of vent. To be revenged on me for calling them
Antinomians, they have refolved to call me Arminian, Socinian,
Papift, and Jefuite; Yea, and as if they were in-good fadnefs, to
perfwade the world that by Antinomians, I mean Anti-papifts
and that I amindeed a down-right Papift, and of the grofler fort
too, and that I fubtilly endeavour the propagation of Popery, and

-allmy pretences to the contrary are but Jefuitical diffembling :

nd in particular, that there s no Papifts, that fpeak more for
Merits then I do. To this purpofe it feemed good to Mr. Ejre of
Salishury to write in his Book againft Mr, Benjamin woodbridge,
on'which I have fent him my Admonition; In which he com-
mendeth one Mr. Crandox that was writing againft me, whofe
writing is now come forth in the light: Sucha piece as I confefs

Iny eyes never faw before : Thelively piGure of the wifer fort of

Libertines: Exprefling much ofchat in Print, which the Ranters
dq 10 tranfient a&ions : fo much palpable darknefs, fo many
miftakes of my fence, fo many errors, and fo much prefumption,
istherecongefted ; But abgve all, fo many notorious falfhoods in
matter of fact, asIdo profefs I never faw in one volume to my
knowledge, either of Jeluite,or any the vileft Heretick. [would be
loath to beftow my time in numbering them, till my Arithmetick’
be better; Only Ile fay, that Iyet have not obferved oné leafin
all that great Volume that hath not many : How many hundred
then may fuch a bulk contain? What an unfavory, uncleanly task

- would it be to Replyto fuch a man, if I had fo little wit, and fo

many words and hours as fuch a work requires ? And indeed it
could not be better in matter of truth, whenthe whole Volume is
animated with one falthood, as the foul of it; Thatis, thatTama
Papift : Thisis the whole from firft to Jaft - If you have this, in
the drefs of a Billings-gate Diale,you have all. Hence is the man
carried, even where I {| peak that which he cannot reprehend, to
eater into the fecrets of my foul, and lay'open my heart, for the
expounding of mylines, and to tell them over and over that Ido
buc fubtilly &quivocate and diffemble; I fay one thing,but I mean
or think another, {o' that he hath written 2 Volume much inthe
confutation of my moft fecret thoughts; yea, offuchas he feign- :
eth contrary to the full expreflion of my writings. I confefs when
Jread the firft leaf that I opened at, it feemed to me a fad, yet fl(:r :
. : i b &~




- ®7)

[ the gravity of the Fi&tion, a ridiculous Obje& ; to fee the man
come upon the Stage, and a his part fo confidently and ferioufly,
as ifhe did verily think I were a Papift indeed. That | am a Papiit,
orthat I muft be an Antinomian, are equally credible to me : And
if there be no middle way between thofe two, 1 confefs I am I
‘know not where. 1 deny not butall Mr. Eyres commendations of
this man may be true : But then if voluminous {landers, and grof-
feft falfhoods, confiderately-Printed and Publifhed, may confift
with Grace, and fuch eminency of Grace too in the leaders of the
flocks, Iwould advife thefe Brethren hereafter to confider whe-
ther theyfhould not be very compaffionate to others, and how -
they do Judge of the qualification of their Church-members, - To
caft out or cenfure a member for fivearing or lying once or twice,
when the Paftor may {lander and rail voluminoufly,is fearce equal -
dealing,. Truly when I read this mans Book, it forced me to fays
Oh whata depraved nature hatli man ! what a dark underftand- |
ing | what a deceitful heart 1 what a fad cafe are our poor people |
in, when their guidesare in fuch darknefs and contention ! what |
-a patient God have we ! and what reafon therefore to be patient -

‘with one another > :
Ifany expe& that I (hould particularly Reply to that Book, I
muft fay of that and of divers others that have been lately publifh- : ]
- edagainft me ( Fifter, Keyes, Hagger : ) mytime s liketo be but - |
thort on earth : Ilive in pain and fangui(bing, and. expeQations :
.of my change, and therefore I dare not waft fo fhort, fo precious -
time on fuch an imployment ; Nor dare I give fuch anaccount .y, ;. siir. -
of thofe hours to God, which he hath given me for better and e before 1faw
more afeful works. 1f any obje&, that the ignorance of common 7. Caryls
- peopleis fuch, that confidence, and railing; and flanders will take Epifies which -
: « : 2. ’ gaveme afu
.with them, as if they were valid Arguments, -and therefore have e iall t9 {0
need of as diligent confutation ; 1 anfwer, it is not in'my power fo much to Mr. |
to cure the ignorance of fuch people, nor the flanderous tongues Crandon, o1 I !
or pens of fuch Writers; And if I muft Write as long as flanderers bave fince |
. will make me work, or ignorant men need it,then1 (hall have work 47
~enough to do, and my labours be at the command of every mans
- Vices. Ifany obje&, thatI owe itto my own Reputation, I 4n/.

1 Write not for my felf, nor for fo lowanend ; Butfor the good
of others, And whereas fome fay, that I am bound to vindicate
ny Reputation; that I may not hinder other mens profiting by -

my:
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smylabors. I Awfw. 1. If Godtake awaymy RCP“‘?‘,‘O?"he will
- no* more exped I fhould ferve him by it, then he W}ll'CXPe& [
* $hould ferve him by health or' wealth:when he ha‘dllv-‘_takcgl }he,m
~away =" Nordoth’he expec that I fhould be'fo folicitous for its
- recovery as tonegle® any. greater ' work the while. - 2.-God hath

. permitted the Columuiator to'play his part fo grofly, im"d toaf-
- fert thofe ‘things voluminoufly and conﬁdentlyvwhich':cantradxf&
- themfelves, and which allthat know me, know to be falfe, thatl

- think fuch a tongue is notmuch capable of diminifhing a mans Re=

* putation, noris it'any way needful to Vindicate it from fuely -
*Yetthough I will not give a particular anfwer toany fuch Wri-
 tingsas thefeare, I (hall againft the whole fubftance and feope of
the “nadertaking - anon prove againft "Mr. Crandon , 'and Mr.
4Ejyve,"that the Papifts give more to works then ¥do, and 1 fhall
Eivc them the Confeffion: of my faith, that they may truly know
‘how much T givetothem. -~ s S :
‘2. But firft | muft take notice of the other fort, who havebeen
‘offended in the refpects forementioned at my Do&rine;and whom
1 am more obliged to fatisfie ; :and’ becaufe the thirigs they blame
-me for, are'1, Some miftakesin DoG&rine. '2. ‘Affetation-of fin-
igularity.’ 3. Or at leaft<too eafic diffenting from the judgement
«of the‘O;rthodox ; For:the firft; Tam'left uncapableof fatisfying .
‘them : *For charigem judgement I canniot; till evidence of rtruth -
‘doiit : *And if I hould, it would not ferve turn : For then T fhould
~offend all on the other fide, who are for that Doérine which I de-
‘liver :"So that man-pleafing is‘a frivolous ; yea,an impoffible
‘Work. “And to give them the Reéafons of my judgement, ‘will but
offend them'more ; for I find'men are impatient of contradiction,
=and_of uttering that which'is againtt their opinions But to‘go asfar
‘asTam gb)e to fa;;sﬁc?both' thefe offended parties both the Hetro=
‘dox flanderers,and the Orthodox fober Godly Divines( 1meanfo
‘many of themasare offended, for very ‘many T know arenot) I
f{h,él‘ljnow in order perform thefe ‘feveral things following, 1. 1
:Wfl‘“ mal(geatrugmqféfﬁon ofrmy faith, "by which you may Judge
;% Mr.Ejres and Mr, Crandons charge of Popery, Socinidni{my
: ’m{“,‘aﬂlfm,‘ &c. "2, To the ‘General Confeffion 1 will add
wnore particular‘account, ‘howmuch I ‘give'to mans Works, ‘and,
w&g’gﬁ’q’g‘?‘? [ deny to them. 3. Becaufe Mr.Ejre, and Mr.(raz-
om atfitni foboldly, tthit 'by Aritinomiars, 1 fuean m‘:ip‘ai‘ijgg
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- ( that they miglit get the honorable Title of the Proteflant Re-
1 formed Religionput upon their Opinions,) I fhall tell you what it
- isthat I'mean by Antinomianifin, 4. Becaufe they contend. fo
\ - much for juftification before faith, and that Juftification by faith:
is but in foro Confcientie, orterminated in Confcience , I fhalf
gtve my Reafons againft both thofe Affertions. 5. I fhall (hew-
ow modeftly Mr, E j7¢, and Mr. Cranden do aver that the Papifts
' (yeanone of the Papifts )give no more to Works or Merits then I.
b X ﬂiall prove that I am not fo fingular, asis fappofed; and
that Ido giveno moreto Works, then the Reformed Churches:
and Divines ordinarily do; by alarge recitat of their-own words.
- “And in the performances of thefe fix things Iyes all the fatisfaition
- that Iyet underftand my felfable to give to-thofe that are offend~
‘ed ¢ Suppofing what I have faid in the Preface.

Cuavr. .
~dAtrue Confefsion - of my Fuith.

e,

REceuieMrcranian is pleafed throughhis Book to affirmwich S

A fuchconfidence that- I-do fubtilly equivocate and diffemble
‘my judgement, hiding the worft, and meaning one thing when 1
"fpeak another, and fo leaves me uncapable by any Profeflion,Pro-
‘teftations or Qaths, of fatisfying any who are of hismind; -and b
‘?“daFiouﬂY arrogate the Prerogative of God, in knowing and
judging the heartof man, even againft his own Profeffions; I
“fhall therefore premife  only this general profefiion tothem who
‘willbelieve it, and they that will not may choofe. 7 will never
worfhip and ferve thar God that I do not believe to be able d_nd willing
20 bear me out in bis fervice; and [ave me barmlefs, and [ec that 1
wbeno lofer by my owning bim and b will, The God Whom I fervel

“am [ire is botl able and Willing. I will nover (evve & God shar Thave

caufe

|

|

|
& i
i\
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AP TTse ermeren

I-I Do Believe the Holy Canonical Scriptures, andall

- of the Scripture, 1 fuppofe

Confefiion, did nor mens
i Qb)ﬁ&. 7he Papifls belie e the Scr prare.

_ency,but take it, a Ifaid, to be bur

’ ( I‘O) 2 e \ de”’ T
canfe to be aftamed of . To be afbamed of loims, 4 fo far to ae g
be God, Nor will I ever be of that Religion Which gives ':”tbm’ i
2o lye, and to deny it : Uy Religion doth not: Todenys i
% [0 far todifclaim and venownce it: Therefore [o far 44/1 3¢ fobed
fo far Lam not of that Religion. 1 beligve that no man fba ¥ipa
&y the Chriftian Religion that will not lay down bis life Zﬂgﬂum o
deny it 2 Much lefs he that Will not let go thf favor an g
men: andefpecially be that prefers biscredit with [nch a ma e
Crandon,before bis Religion, bath [ure wery low thoughts of g7
ligion, and mean expetiations from i, and may well look,
Reward fbould be anfWerable. So much for Preface.

things therein confained to be infa111b1Y_trueiTea:
being the Word of God. And I do Believe it tod. o
fufficient and perfe& Rule or Law, needing no Additt
onsof Tradition, or Humane Teftimony to {upply “‘Z
defeds, though it fuppofe fome Tradition and Human

Teftimony as neceffary to its Promulgation and Expli-
cation.

] fappofe this fingle Confeffion freeth me from the charge of In-
" fidelity, and of Popery : For an Infidel believesnot the Scrip-
ture, anda Papift believes: it to be but- part of Gods Word, and
Tradicion the other part; and upon that ground they letin all
their inventions and Will-worfhip. And feeing the main point
wherein we differ from the Papifts,is in maintaining the fufficiency

I need not add any Creed or other
Confeffion as neceffary to. be fubfcribed, as if this word alone.
were an infafficient Teft, to try by who is Orthodox, and of the
right Religion. So that 1 think | h ve in this made a fufficient
mifapprehenfions require more.

&Zn/w. Blefled be God forit : It they believe not its fuffici-

part of Gods Word. ‘
@d drivimians beligve the fufficierncy af
Anfw.

Obje&. The. 8isians
Seripiure,




J ( I-T) :
- Anfw. Solong there isthe more hope of their redution. But
they believe not fome plain particular Igo&fines of Scripture: The
Socinians believe not the Godhead of Chrift, or the Holy Ghoft,
though the firft be oft interms, ‘and the latter at leaft in fénce,
expreffed in the Scripture : Nor do they believe- Chrifts fatisfacti-
‘on: Therefore they do not believe the Doctrine of the Scriptures,
though they believe in general that the Scripture istrue. if any
- ~will prove that I deny any Do&rine of that word whichin general
1 believe, 1 will revokeit when I feeit {o proved : In the mean
time I proteft, that it is my refolution to fearch as impartially after
the true meaning of the word as I can,and that I would fain know
the mind of God therein, though it coft me the utmoft pains, and
the lofs of mens eftimation and favour, and though my greateft !
Temptation to partiality in my ftudies doth lye in my loathnefs to {
diffent from Godly Divines, whom [ moft bighly valueand bo-
nouryand whofe love I more efteem then any other mens ; Yet,by
the Grace of God, Irefolve as faithfully as [ can, to refifteven
this Temptation alfo, and to lay open my foul to the teachings of
“Chrift by his Word and Spirit. L

But becaufe it is expe@ed that there be a more particular profef-
fion of the feveral Do&rines contained in this Word ; and be-
‘caufe I confefs fuch a Profeflion very fit and neceffary in other re-
fpects, ( it being not every word in Scripture that s of flat necef- \
fity to Salvation, it is very fit that thofe which be fo, fhould di- '
ftin@ly and explicitely be believed ) I fhall defcend to fuch par-
ticulars. And becaufe the fumm of my Belief for Affem:‘and‘ Gon- 1
fent, is exprefled in our late Worcefter-fbire Profeffion of faith, I
fhalf here recite it ( becaufe itis but (hort) with the change of , |
‘one word forabbreviation : Suppofing the Apoftles Creed. 1

S RN

SECT. IL

2.7 Believe that there is oneonly God 5 The Father, f' 2
I Infinite in Being, Wifdom, Goodnefs and Pow- f{ﬂg,f"” o
er: the Maker, Preferver and Difpofer of all things, and
the moft Juft and Merciful Lord of all. |
1 Believe thar mankind being fallen by fin from God
1.3 an




—

and happinefs, under the wrath of God, the curfe of'vfilllsﬂ
Law, andthe power of the Devil, God fo loved t s
world, that he gave his only Son to be their Redeemet,
whobeing:God,and one withi the Father,did take tohim
‘ournature, and became man, being conceived of the
Holy Ghott in the Virgin #7ury, and born of her, and
named Jefus Chrifts and having lived on earth without
{in,and wronght many Miracles fora witnefs of his truth,
he gaveup himfelf a Sacrifice for ourfins, and q'Ran{b{n
for us, in fuffering death onthe Crofs: and being Buri-
ed, he Rofe again the third day, and afterward afcended
dnto ‘heaven, where heis Lord.of all in'Glory withthe
Tather: Andhaving Ordained that all that truly Repent
and Believe in him, and love him above all things, and
dincerely obey'him, and thattothe death, fhall be faved,
and they that willnot fhall'be damned, and commanded
his-Minifters.to Preach the Gofpel to the world; he will
-eome again. and 1aife the.bodies of 4l men from death,
and ‘will Judge all men according -to what-they have
‘donein thebody 5 and the R ighteous{hall ‘go.intolife
- Ererndl, and thereft into everlafting punifhment:
o Or, Land the * 1 b-flleYC;ha;'Godxhg Hdly'G_hGﬁ ) th¢ :S'Pirli Ofthe
- Sou] which '.Fath;er—andthe.Sona was fent from the Father * by the
\ gowid, . S0m, ito Infpire and Guide the Prophets and Apofties.,
thatthey ‘might fully reveal the Doétrine of Chrift : and
by multitudes of evident Miracles and wonderful gifts,
‘tobe the great witnefs of Chrift and of the truth of his
‘holy word, and alfo to dwell.and work in all that are
drawn to believe, «that being firft joyned to Chrift their
$tead, andinto one-Church,which is'his body,and fopar-
~ donedand made “the fons of God, they may be a pecu-
tiar people fan®ified ‘to Chrift, .and may mortifie the
‘flefh, and overcome the woild and:the Devil, and being
_zedlous of gead works, ‘may [erve:Godin-Helinefs and
Righse-
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Rigliteoufirefs, and may live in the fpeciil Tiove and-

Gommunion of the Saints, and ia hope Qf =Chriﬁ5=comf.’

- ing,and of Everlafting Life. £
- Tdoftreantily take this one'God, for my 'only God and
my chief good and this Jefus Chrift for my only Lord;
Redeemer and Saviour; and this Holy Ghoft for my
Sanifiers and theDoétrine by him revealed, and wit-
nefled by his Miracles, and rniowcontainédin the holy:
Scriptures, Tdo take for the Law of God; and theRule.
of my faithandife. AndRepenting unfeignedly of my
fins, T do refolve through the Grace of God fincerely to
obey him, both in"holinels to God,and iRigh&eonﬁfneig 10
men, and.in {pecial love to the Saints,and Communion
with them, againft all the temptations of the Devil, the
World, and my own Flefh, and this to the Death.

T doalfotake theten Commandments for a general

.

ftanding Rule of obedience; Andthe Lords P rayer for a

- perfectrule for prayer,moft admirable for Comptehenfi- .
on of marter,andexactne(s of Method. And I'believe that

Chrift hath inftituted Baptifm for our enterance into his-
‘Charch,and the Lords'Su pper for our Confirmation; and
hath appointed minifters to be the teachers of hisChurch,
and ‘to guide it in Concord, according to his ¥Word.

THis ismy Religion: This T profefs, fubferibe and ftand to..
L If any man ask what Religion.I am of, hither. ] refer him. ¥
thisbe not enough for him;but he muft needs have yeta larger pro-
feffion, orelfe he will not account meQOrthodaox, -let himi take his.

- scourfe, and judge of me ashe pleafe. He that profeffeth this,and;

ives accordingly, #hall by.me be taken for a goad Chriftian, by
‘what name or title foevermen.call him. 1{ay as Hilary, guod non
per difficiles quaftiones ad vitans beatam nos ducar Dens, Ifthe
“Church-of Rome will profefsbut this much, and not fubvert itwhen,
’iﬁ’tf.‘_,}lhaue.dpncllbﬁyf.gevidmt.cemradi&ian »Iwill acknowledge theg,
; ST . L 3 5 A8
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- asto the-extent of knowledge, then fuch men take netice of. We

()

s Brethren of the fame Religion with me ; and if they uii.l»l"ani‘t;
-upon thefe terms, 1 will unite with them ThotJ%h if they add
fuperfluities which do not fubvert this Doctrine,

will not joyn
with them in any of thofe Additions; but let them build their

- ftubble alone for me.

Astomy felf, if any man will prove that I hold any thing cofi-
trary to one word of this Confeflion, I will prefently renounce it.
In the mean time, if Ifhould hold any thing contrary toic, i1
ignorantly, and upon fuppofition that itisnot contrary. And

therefore no man cancharge me with the not believing-any thing

here contained : For 1 renounce any thing in my writings that 18

contrary to this though unknown : and if T cannot held any other
-ofmy Opinions, and this confeflion both, I difclaim all fuch Opi-
-nions, and will let go them,and not this. : ‘

Thus much might well ferve as a difcovery of my Belief, wete it

<not that prejudice and jealoufie requiresmore : Iadd therefore.

SECT: -1 ;
'3.] Do heartily approve of the fhorter Catechifin of the
Affembly, and of all therein contained: and I take
it for the beft Catechifin that ever I yet faw, and the
Anfwers continued for a moft excellent {umm of the
Cliriftian faith and Doérine, and a fic Teft to trythe
‘Orthodoxnefs even of Teachers themfelves.

] Xnow the faith of many in thefe latfer Ages of the worldis
_more extenfive then intenfive, graf] ping at much in the Objet
‘but little and feeble in the a&, and infirmly radicated in the Sub-
je&. Thefe men will think that Tam yet too fhort to be accounted
‘Orthodox; and that in embracing this Catechifm, itisbuta chil-

dith faith;that T embrace. But i am boldto tell them thefe things
byway of Anfwer. 1. T beologia eff (cientia A ffectiva-pratlica,

‘God hath laid more on the heart and hand, and lefs on the hea_d,
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may find us work enough, yea and make a happy progrefs and

growth, by anincreafe of our firmnefs, and clearnefs in the appre-

henfion of the common truths,and an improvement of themon the -

heart and life. And ithad been happy forthe Churchinall Ages,

efpecially this,if they had looked more after this kind of growth in .

knowledge,(asto intenfion,affeion,and execution)and lefsgaped
after new Light and Revelation,and an extenfive increafe. Though
yet I would have noneunder-value Gods grace in thiskind of -

creafe,nor neglect any due means for the attaining ofit. 2.1 would
have thefe men that have fuch a fwelled belief to compare the Af- -
femblies fhorter Catechifin; notonly with the Epiftles which the -

Apoftles wrote to particular Churches, but with all the Confeffi-
ons of Faith that were made for four hundred years after Chriftin

the Church; and fee if any of them ufed a more extenfive form?

Nay, all the Creeds and Confefsions of the Church fet together -

for many hundred years ( except the Scriptures) were not com-

parable to this, for fulnefs and exadnefs of order and exprefsion. .

Only in the point of the Myfterie of the Trinity, you may find ma-

ny more copious, and wordy, as urged to it by the feveral Herefies -

of thofe times. But whether they are therefore ever the more excel-

fent,I will not prefume to cenfure. Nay,what talk I of Creedsand :
Confefsions, when you may read many and many Volumes of the -

Fathers that contain not fo much of the body of Theolsgie, as this
Catechifm. I fpeak not this in any contempt or diminution of the

Authority of the Writings of the Fathers and firft Ages of the -

Church : ‘T do in feveral other refpe@s ( for their reverend Anti-

quity, their better opportunity to know the way of the Apoftles in .
mattersof fa&, &c..) prefer:them before any Writings of thefe

times, and fo give themthe Preheminence fecundnm quid ; but
Jimpl.citer | and for the innate worth of the Writings ghemf?IVCS;'
1 prefer the latter,and fpecially this in queftion much before them.

3. Further let the Obje@ors confider whether this were not -

the firft corrupting of the Church and the Chriftian Doctrine, by

being, asImay fay, Orthodox over-much, and makingtoo ftrict

paths for other men to walk in, and enlarging the borders of their
Belief too far, and condemning all that entertained not the No-

tions of fome. Alfo whether this were not the greatcaufe of all -

thefad divifions thatin all Ages have diftracted a-ngi :dii-h'lrbed the
Charch; and -proved the greateft difgrace and hindranceto out

Religion.:
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Religion. The Duartoderimuni; the o Audidn, and many more

Hereticks, might well have gone for Cathelicks’ had itnot beent
for this Diotrephes. And will no experience warmus? 4. Nay,
eonfiderwhether this be not the very difeafe ofthe Zoman Church,
and the mark of that beatt, to obtrude their fupertivities and fwel-
led Confeflions on others? Had the' Trent Creed but broke Off
-about the middle, ( attheend of the Nicene or / onffinopolitare
Creed ) wehad been all agreed irmatter of Do&rine.
I'have heard divers obje&, that'this is but the trick of a1l Here-
“ticks thathold fomewhat which dare not fee the light, and there-
fore they muft eicher take up with the bare Seripture Expreffions,
or if they yield'to-any Confeflions,they muft be thott and general,
that they difcovernot, and contradi® not their Errors: ‘and fpe-
cially the Socinians are guilty: of this, Anfw. 1. Imight as.trully
fay, thisis the Objection of the Papifts, to charge an infufficiency
on the expreflions of Scripture, and  make it the property of He-
reticks toappeal only to the Scripture: And thus we may fling
Popery and Socinianifim in one anothers faces, with more fpleen
thenwit. 2, Certainly many fuch Divines have done more by
fuch indifcreet Obje®ions, to ftrengthen that unhappy Se& (the
Secinians) then they couldever have done for themfelves. When
men plead reafon for Chriftianity and Scripture Authority, they
fay , It is Socinianifm : when we plead for the fufficiency of Scrip- |
ture alone, and appeal toit; they fay, This is Secinianifm too.
Make the' W otld believe once that the Socinians have reafon and -
Scripture on their fide ; that is, the Light and Law of Nature,and
‘the Light and Law of fupernatural Revelation, and who would
not turn Sucimian 2 Its pitty that thefe mén can. find no Argu-
‘ments to ufe againft Socinians, but the very fame whichisthe
Iéapxﬁs Goliah againft the Reformed Churches and their Do~
‘&rme.
5. Twill add this much more for jour confideration: Our Di-
‘vines have hitherto obferved, that itisa fufpitious fign that any
affeGionor courfeis not of God, which natare is Very prone to;
-and that 'the contrary is of God which nature is backward to.
g hough1 know this Rule needs fo‘me‘ﬁmitations, yet T think it not
‘anufeful in fuch cafesasthis. I haye ever obferved that a vidlent
‘Paflion called Zeal for a mans opinions, ‘which he ‘accounts ‘Or-
‘thodox, s fo-eafie and: natural, ‘that :chere needs little mieans to
' ‘kindle
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kindleit: Nay, allthe means that can be ufed will fcarce allay
the inordinate rage of it : But a Zealous love of God, and delight
inhim,and a Zeal for holinefs, and againft fin,and a Zealous love
to Gods Truths as they hold forth Chrift and Glory, and guideus
to duty, thisis fo contrary to the nature of man, that nomeans
is fufficient to excite it. O how eafily without Grace, and againft
Grace do Carnal Minifters, and profeffors make a huge buffel in
the world for their opinions, compafling Sea and Land to make a
Profelite ! they will ride and go with unwearied diligence to pro-
pagate their opinions ; perhaps fome of them true, ( though as
ufually falfe ) Truly I have wondred many a time what it fhould
be, that animates fuch men with fo implacable a thirft, to makeall
others of their own mind, that they care not to ventureall they
have for it ; yea to fubvert Kingdoms,and caft off natural affeGion
to their neareft friends. Itisno more love to Chrift and his word,
and will, then others have: For they are cold enough in obeying
his will, and ventureto difobey him more eafily then others. In-
deedit is Idolatrous pride, Every man naturally being bis own
Idol, he would have all others bow down and worfhip him, and
would have the glory of perfe& light, and infallibility, and have
his judgement be the Rule of all other mens, and would bea Law-
giver to the world, that is, would be God : I know Gods truth
«cannot too much be loved : But I know withall that a proud affe-
¢ation of the honor of knowing more then others, and being bet-
ter acquainted withrthe fecrets of God, isa thing that a man may
get without Grace, but cannot gét down without Grace. From
whence it comesto pafs, that the worft fort of men are often the
moft Zealous and violent contenders for that which they call the
Orthodos Dodrine, when yet the affe@ionate and pra&ical im-
provement of the very Creed, they do abhor. Witnefs the doleful
ftate of the prefent Church of Rome, which hath fo many hundred
Jefuites and others that wholly devote their lives to the propaga-

like Religion, and Orthodox Dodrine : Witnefs the Fire and Fa-

got, the Inquifitions, the bloody Maffacres, by which this fire of

Zeal for Opinions, hath found vent, and made its eruptions, And

though it too ordinarily falls out that the pretenders to Ortho-

doxne(s are not the moftOrthodox, and: the moft €Ironeous are

teadieft to cry down Errors, yet no doubt, but a carnal mind n:;{};‘
' D m

tion of their opinions, which they call; and take to be; the Catho-

it i
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make Gods own pretious truths the occafion of this foremen;:—
oned fin, and may hate the Communion of Saints, evenwhen t:e
is Zealous for the Catholike Church, the forgivenefs of fins, or the
Refurrecion of the body. ; o

- But yet I am not fo fingular as to make thisa pretence hor
m}a own Errors ; and therefore to give fuller fatisfadion, I furthe
add.

SECT. 1V,

4] Have perufed the larger Catechifin of the Aflem-

bly, and judge ita moft excellent fumm of Divi-
nity : -and fomuch the more excellent, in that it is {pa-
ringin the difficult, and more abftrufe part,and moft full
in the practical part: And T find no word that I diffent

from, foImay have leave by to interpret four words,

as followeth,

3

T. Here it is faid,that ¢4, Covenant of Grave was made Witk

: VV Chrift s the fecond Adam,and iy /{im,Wiflﬂ all the Elett.
I under{’tand it of the Genws of the Covenant, one fpecies being
made with Chrift, and another with man, and not asif it were one
and the fame Covenant ;, (pecie that wasmade with Chrift and'
with man: thoughI acknowledge that the promife made to Chrift, -
contained the Salvation of his Ele& as the matter ofit.

2. Wherg itisfaid : Nop as-if the Grace of faith, or anyaét
thereof Were impated 20 bim for bis ;'y/},'ﬁ; ation : 1. Tunderftand it
?hﬂs; and {o affent toit, thatowr fuirh s yor imputedto 1, a5 being
suft eadof aperfect Right confnefs of obedience, to the ends as it Was
vequired by the Lav of Works, nerisour faith the master, o the
merstorions caufe of the Remi 10n of onr finy our right to Salva-
tion,, Ih think this is the meaning of the Reverend Affembly (if I
mi?rv-t ink that they had all ope meaning ). and that in fence I

era0t from them.. 2. But I will peyer fubfcribe thefe wordss

: - nor
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mor any like them, without the liberty of an explication, when

e ol i . % 7
they are exprefly *is terminis contrary tothe Scripture, and muft * 4° i the

have fuch an interpretation to reconcile the fence. Nor will I
ever approve of fuch paffagesin Catechifms and Confeffions, as
{halldetermine a point exprefly againt the words of God, though
Hereticks might abufe thofe words ; but would rather diftinguifh,
and fhew in what fence faithis not imputed for Righteoufnefs,
then flatly and fimply to fay ; Itisnot, when God faith, itis.
Elfe we fhall give the adverfary the greateft advantage that he
can defire or expe&; when he fhall fhew thofe wordsin Scrip-
ture which we flatly deny : And hereby we (hall lay the greateft
temptation before the ignorant, that knownot how to interpret
thofe Scriptures. And thac I have not miffed the fence of the
Affembly,l aminduced to believe by what that Learned R everend
manMr, Gataker, who was one of them, hath wrote in Explica-
tion of this controverfie againft Saltmarfh Shad. Pag.53,54,55,
56,57 to which I wholly fubfcribe (expounding the word Zn/fr»-
ment, as 1 have declared ) And where he fhews that the diffe-
rence is but meerly Verbal, fo far is it from being in Fundamental
Dog@&rine.” : ‘

3. Where the next words fay, bat only as it is an InFrument by
which be receiveth and applieth Chrift and bis Righteon[nefs, as |
note that they fay not that it isan Inftrument of Juttifying us, fo I
underftand them thus, a it % the Moral reception of Chrift and
Righteonfnefs freely given, improperly called an Inftrument: and
that they fpeak of that aptitude in faith, for which it was chofen to
this office, fuppofing its being a condition of the Covenant, or
(t;]ift, as its neareft Intereft. If I have hit their fence, I affent to
t 1s-

4. Whereit s faid, T be word of God is to be Preached only by
[nch as are [ufficiently gifted, and alfo duly approved and called to
that office, I underftand it only of that fort of Preachmg which is
Proper to Minifters, believing that thereis alfo a Preaching which
a Mafter may ufe in his Family, and other Chriftians occafionally:
and herein I doubt not but I hit their fence.

By the Spirits that T have been haunted with, and the meafure
that T have received, T am forced to exped, that fome fhould here
charge me with taking an occalion to quarrel with the Affembly,
or fhew my own conceited wifdom, in the correGing of their

& 21 D 2 : works,
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Faith, cap. 11,
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works, But I appeal from unconfcionable calumniators, to th‘;
righteous Judge. I fo highly reverence that Aflembly, th?t'
think this Nation, fince the Apoftles days, had never any that ex-
celled it for Piety,and Ability: and I doubt not, but the fruftra-
tion of much of their labour lies heavy on fome, that yet make
light ofit. But with fuch envious and cenforious perfons as ha_Vg
to deal, Ifind my felfinthe cafe of Poggins Countreyman Wit
his Afs ( they that would laugh may read the Fable; but . am
ferious: ) 1amcaft into an impofibility of efcaping their c¢f-
fures, Should I have profeflfed my Affent, without the.fe explica-
tions; I fhould wrong my Confcience. Should I have,fald nothing
of this Catechifm, they would have concluded thatl diffented in
fome weighty points, and durft not fubfcribe it. I confidered
thefe, and chofe rather to caft my felf on the fmaller cenfure,then
the greater ; hereby manifefting that it is a fmall matter, or n0s
thing, wherein I diffent. :

- The like I muft fay of the Affemblies Confeffion of faith:
Some have told me, If 1be Orthodox, they expect my Affentto-
that: But without fome explicationsT cannot Affent, Which will:
sive the fame occafion of cenfure to thefe men: and if Twholly
pafsit by, they will farmife that itis for greater mattersthat I re--
fufe. Iwilltherefore in this alfo venture on the leffer inconvent=-
ence, feeing one is become unavoidable,

3L o e

5.I Have perufed oft the Confeffion of the Aflembly,
and verily judge it the moft excellent for fulnefs.
and exactnels that Thave ever read from any Churchs
And though the truths therein being of feveral degrees
of Evidence and Neceffity, I do not hold them with-
equal clearnefs,confidence or certainty;and though fome
few points in it are beyond my reach,’ yet I have obferv-
:S nothing in it contrary tomy judgement, if I may be
owed thefe Expofitions following. ok

Te Ch- . .




