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works. But I appeal from unconfcionable calumniators, to tne 
righteous Judge. I fo highly reverence that Affembly, that I 
think this Nation, fince the Apoftles days, had never any that ex­
celled it for Piety, and Abi l i ty : and I doubt not, but the fruftra-
tion of much of their labour lies heavy on fome, that yet make 
light of it. But with fuch envious and cenforious perfons as I have 
to deal, I find my felf in the cafe of Toggim Countreyman with 
his Afs ( they that would laugh may read the Fable j but I am 
ferious: ) I am caft into an impofiibility of efcaping their cen-
fures, Should I have profelfed my Affent, without thefe explica-
tionsi I (hould wrong my Confcience. Should I have/aid nothing 
o f this Catechifm, they would have concluded that I diffented in 
fome weighty points, and durft not fubfcribe it. I considered 
thefe, and chofe rather to caft my felf on the fmaller cenfure,then 
the greater ; hereby manifefting that i t isafmal l matter, orno^ 
thing, wherein I diffent. 

The like I muft fay of the Affemblies Confeffion of faith: 
Some have told me, I f I be Orthodox, they expecl: my Affent to 
that: But without fome explications I cannot AfTent, which will 
give the fame occafion ofcenfureto thefe men: and i f I wholly 
pafs it by, they will furmife that it is for greater matters that I re-
fufe. J will therefore in this alfo venture on the leffer inconveni­
ence, feeing one is become unavoidable. 

S E C T . V . 

5 . T Havepe ru fedo f t the C o n f e f f i o n o f the A t f e m b l y , 
- I and ver i ly judge i t the m o f t excellent for fulnefs 

and exa&nefs t h a t I h a v e ever read f r o m any Church-, 
A n d though the truths therein being o f feveral degrees 
o f Evidence and Nece f f i t y , I do not ho ld them w i t h 
equal clearnefSjConfidence or certainty-,and though fome 
few points i n i t are beyond my reach, yet I have obferv-
ecl no th ing in i t contrary to my judgement, i f I may be 
allowed thefe Expof i t ions fo l l owing . 

i# C h . 
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H / ^ H 3. fef t .6 . & ch.8. f ecU . which fpeak againft Uni-
V_;verfa l Redemption, I underftand not of all Redemption, 

and particularly not of the meer bearing the puniftiment of mans 
fins, and fatisfyingGods Juftice ; but of that fpecial Redempti­
on proper to the Elect, which was accompanied with an intention 
of a&ual application of the faving benefits in time. I f I may not 
be allowed this interpretation, I muft herein diiTent: and i f this 
Confeffion was intended for a Teft to all that (hould enter into,or 
exercife the Miniftery - 1 hope it was never the minde of that Re­
verend Aflembly to have ftut out fuch men as Bilhop Vjher, 
Davenant, Hallux. Trefton, Dr . Staughlon, Mr. mjltam t in­
ner, V>x.Ward, and many more excellent Englifti Divmes,asever 
this Church enjoyed, who were all for General Redemption, 
though not for an equJ general Redemption : to fay nothing or 
the Divines of France, Breme^ Beroline, and other Foreigners 
that go this way. f C . . 

2. About the inftrumentality, and non-imputation ot taitn, 
chALfiB. 1,2. I muft have the fame indulgence as 1 deiirea 
about the Catechifm, for expofition. -

3. Where our certainty ot fatvation is called an Afturance oj 
F«rA,ch. i8 .-fcf t .2 . I underftand it participative & caujaltter, 
that Faith is an eminent caufe in the produ&ion of our"Aflurancc, 
and Aflurance a fruit of Faith , but not that it is ftritfly de pae, 
that is, a truth of fupernatural Divine Revelation propoun 
to be believed, as I have fullyer exprefTed my thoughts to n * 
Blake. And becaufe Authority in fuch a cafe will do more wiu 
fome then my Reafons, I refer them to the Bnttifh Divines in trie 
Synod of <Dort, who fpeak fully and excellently to this^point,m 
the\tSufo*gei.Artic.<$.deperfev.certit. qmaA nosThej.^ 
plicat. 1. pag.198. part a. (Iroprefs. 1620. fol . ) rmh\r\\ 

4. Whereas in chap.19.and alfo in thelarger C » t « € ^ j . ( w h « * 
I forgat to mention before) it is exprerfed that the proroife 0 W 
upon fulfilling the Law, is ftill in being; I underftand ^ y ^ t 
fuch a promife is on record ftill in the Bible as having been.once 
in force; but I judge know to be no promife, but ^ ° b e " a ' 

being not only of moral but natural impoffibthry, as foon as man 
kind was once f m f u l ; fo that God is not, nor can be now oblige* 
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by t^at promife, and it is now no promife, though the pre­
ceptive, part, and the penal or Comminatory part remain ftill: ror 
we cannot difoblige our felves, though we may, as it were, dil-
oblige the Promiler. , 

5. Where it is faid,ch.2r. f ed .7. that*; a pofitive, moral ana 
perpetual Commandment, binding All men in •allesfges'jje hath par­
ticular If appointed one daj in [even for a Sabbath, I understand it 
only of a Virtual Obligation, as much as belongs to the Law, as 
enacted before promulgation, but not of a true adual obligati­
on. For no Law can bind till it is promulgate 5 and positives are 
not promulgated by Nature: therefore not to all men in all 
ages; therefore they bind not all men in all ages. 

6. Where itisfaid ch.25. fect. i . that the fatholikf Church, 
Which is invifible ^conftfts of the whole number of the Elect that have 
been, are, or jhall be, &c. 

1. I underftand it not of the Church, as now exiftent, but as 
it (hall be in its perfection at the end of the world 3 when all the 
Elect fliall be Called ; or elfe as it now containeth only fo many 
o f the Elect as are Called. For otherwife the Elect are no Mem­
bers of the Church, as Elect, before their Calling and union with 
Chrift: As Amefim Medull. truly noteth, Ecclefia eft ccelus vo-
catorum, and is not to be defined coelus Eleblerum. 

2 . 1 underftand thofe words, Which is Invifible, asdiftinguifli-
ing the Church as invifible from the Church as vifible, and not as 
expofitory, as defining the Catholike Church to be fo invifible 
(in refpect of Faith) as not to be alfo vifible f i n refpect of pro-
feffion.) For I conceive that Chrift hath one Univerfal Vifible 
Church, called one by the Unity of their profefsion, though not 
for any vifible Head on earth, whether perfonal, or collective, 
Pope or General Council. 

And now I leave to Mr. Crandon and others to consider, whe­
ther a Jefuite, a Papift, a Socinian, an Arminian , will confent to 
thiscopious Confefsion of the Affembly, with thefe Expositions 
or limitations, as I have here done ? Or whether they will make 
all the Affembly to be Papifts, Socinians or Arminians ? I truly 
profefs, I take the labours of the AlTembly, efpecially thefe three 
pieces now mentioned, for the beft Book, next my Bible, in my 
Study: However the Libertines, and other giddy Sedaries of 
thefe times have defpifed them, as i f they were childifli toyes: 

And 
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And though I have read over the exceptions of one William Par­
ker, againfttheA/Tembiies Confefsion of Faith , which whofo-

u a d s > m a y f e e w i t h h a l f a n c V e t h a t t n e A u t n o r was a Pa-
f u f C t S U p t h e m a i n b o d y o f P o P i f t l ^ o c l r i n e ; only inftead 

©t the Popes Supremacy and Infallibility, he draws people to re­
ceive that Do&rine from fome new infpired Prophets i but i f thefe 
cheaters could draw people once to receive the Do&rine, it were 
eafie to difgrace thofe pretended Prophets, and to take them 
down out of the chair at their pleafure, and fo fet up the Pope 
again. r ' r 

S E C T . V I . 
* . . 

6. j H a v e perufed over a l l the Ar t ic les or Decrees o f the §, &. 
Synod o f Dort, and unfeignedly honour t h e m , as 

containing found and moderate Dodtr ine , and heartily 
lament that fome late Div ines have t o the great 'detr i­
ment o f the C h u r c h and T r u t h , for faken the moderate 
way o f that S y n o d , and laid the weigh t o f the A n t i -
A r m i n i a n Caufe, f o much upon higher points no t owned 
b y t hem. A n d there is no th ing that I have obferved i n 
i t a l l , that m y Judgement do th contradict, i f I be al low­
ed thefe f ew Exposit ions f o l l o w i n g . 

1 W H e r e i c i s f a i d A r t i G - 1 * S e f t * 1 2 , D e h*c A U r n A eleai™e* 
V V eleili fuo tempore variis licet gradibiu, & difpari men-

fttra, certiores reddmtur , non arcana* &c. I understand it as 
ftiewing only what way the Elect do attain affurance, who more 
or lefsdo attain i t , and not as affirming that all the Elect do more 
or lefs attain a'certainty of their Eleaion. For as I think that do-
&rine uncomfortable to many poor Chriftians, fo I thinkit cannot 
be proved of all the Elect. 

2* In 



2. lnt\\ti.Art.fe5t.\2. its plain by the annexed words,tnat 
pcrfuafionemMoralem, they mean external fwafion, and do not 
determine whether the name of fwafion be agreeable or not, to 
the internal work of the Spirit, which for my part i am certaul ts, 
beyond my reach to know, and I am confident beyond the reach 
of all men on earth, even thofe that moft pretend to know it. But 
that this grace of the Spirit is neceffary to fandifie both thtUn-
derftanding and W i l l , and that it is an ad: of Omnipotency , anu 
infallibly effedual, (commonly called irrefiftible) on all the 
Eled, 1 am ready againft all Pelagians to defend. 

3. Where it is faid/<?cl. 15. that Qui illam non accipit, £ ant h&c 
fpiritualia omnino non Curat, & in Juo ftbi placet: aut fecurus 

, fe habere inanitergloriatur,quod non habet: I underftand it as fpo-
ken of the ordinary fort of gracelefs unregenerate men^an^of 
of a l l ; for I doubt not , but its pofsibJe for a wicked manTo 
know that he is wicked, and be afraid of Hell, yea, and to de-
fpair. I am loth to think defparation is a mark of Grace, and 
that none are gracelefs but the fecure and confident. 

4- In the 5. ssirtic. feci. 9,10. Where it is faid that, Believers 
may be, and are certain ef their perfeverance, according to the ma­

jor e of their faith, I underftand that word, are Certain, fro men-
Jura fidei. 1. As fuppofing the certainty of their fincerity; for 
a man muft be certain that he hath grace, before he can be cer­
tain to perfevere in i t . 2. As fuppofing a certain undemanding 
J?f « e Truth of theDodrine, that all true Believers {hall infal­
libly perfevere.» for none can be certain to perfevere meerly as a 
JBeiiever, that is not firft certain that all Believers (hall perfevere. 
fnm U S P ° , C t h e r e f o r e that this is not fpoke of all Believers, but of 
lome. tor 1 A l l are not certain that they are fincere. 2. A l l are 
not certain that the doctrine of Infallible perfeverance is true; for 
to conclude that all the Lutheran Churches that deny this, and all 
ctieArminiansandAnabaptifts that deny i t , and all the Ancient 
tatncrsandChurchesthatdenyedit, befides CMufculm, and 
no ton lv in°^ ? 3 w e « k

c e ? a i n l y gracelefs and unbelievers, were 
far o f TclX™Cnt W I i h t h e f a i t h a n d charity, but with the rea-

Z ^ 1 ^ e m t M ^ U f i i m r m f ^ ^itaul underftand it 
astrucof.fome, but not o f a l l ; f o r I d a r e not pronounce dam­

nation 



nation on all that die anaflbred o f their fincerity, much lefs on 
all that are unafTured o f perleverance. 

6. To the 13. fetl. I doubt not but the meaning is, that Cer­
tainty o f perfeverancedothnotofitfelf, and of its own nature 
beget carelefnef* or negligence j and fo I believe its true. Nay, l 
think that Love and Gratitude are ordained to be the Matter Ru­
ling Graces in the Kingdom of Chrift (under Faith;) and that 
Fear is but to fupply the defects o f our yet-imperfect Love. And 
therefore the more any man loveth, the more he will obey : and 
the more he is afTured of Gods love, the greater advantage he 
hath to love him again. But yet I doubt not, but the remnants o f 
our corruption, by the ftrength of temptation, may make AfTu-
rance an Occafion, or Accidental Caufcof Negligence and a f t u - _ 

^ U j n - which I fuppofe this Seftion doth not deny. ~ " 
w ^ l h e f e are all the limiting Expofitions which I defire liberty to 
make ufe o f , and with which I do, as is aforefaid, profefs my con-
fent to the Canons or Decrees of the Synod of Don. And how 
far any of thefe are from favouring Arminianifm,they that will fee, 
need not to be ignorant. Yea, in the very Article of perfeverance, 
which fome were pleafed to quarrel with me about, I fubferibe to 
the Synod: Yea, in the Article of the extent o f Redemption, 
wherein I am moft fufpe&ed and accufed (and was fain to ufe a l i - ^ 
miting Expofition in my confent to our Affemblics Confefiion of 
Fai thj I do fubferibe to the Synod of Dort, without any excep­
tion, limitation, or expofition of any word as doubtful and ob-
fcure. I do alfo freely confent to the Rejections, with the liberty 
of three or four the like Explications, which I will not mention, 
left I feem quarrelfom, or be further tedious, becaufe they are 
about fmaller matters then thofe I have mentioned, and no way 
touching the quick o f the controverted Articles, and I am per-
fwaded that my fenfe of them is the fame with the Synods. 

And becaufe it is this Synod purpofely called againft Arminia-
nifm, that isthe beft difcovery what is to be accounted Arminian 
or Anti-Arminian doctrine, as I think, by confenting to i t , I do 
clear my felf from that calumny with all men of Conference and 
Reafon that know it, fo I (hall think that thofe who go as much 
on the other hand, and differ from the Synod one way,as much as ^ 
theArminiansdidthe other way, remain cenfurable as well as 
*hey ; t i l l fome body fliall convince me that there is but one ex-

E tream 
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tream in this cafe, and that a man may hold what he will without 
danger, fo he be but fure it go far enough from Armimaniim. ^ 
man that holds to the moderation of the Synod o f Dorp, neeunot 
% that Chrift did not dye or fatisfie for all men, nor neea ne 
double himfelf with prefumptuous Determinations about many 
Myfteries in the Decrees of God, which many volumes are guilty 
o f ; Nor doth-he need to aver the Neceffity o f Immediate Ihy-
ficai Efficient predetermination by God (as thefirftcau^e^ ot 
every fecond caufe Natural and Free, as without which they can­
not ad : Nor need he fay, that God fo predetermined to the AC* 
which is fin, and not to the finfulnefs o f the A d : Nor need tie 
Subfcribe to all that Dr . TWift, or Mr. Rutherford, or fuch like, 
have written oathefe points. JNay, as this Synod, fo our own A l -
femblygave an Example of modefty in thefe points, to themtnaf^ 
will follow i t ; Not only filencing many things which others maKe 
the Pillars of Anti- Arminianifm, but exprefiing that the Will is 

Edtted by God with that Natural liberty, that is neither forced, nor 
any abfolute necefpty of 7$atnre determined to do good or emU 

and therefore they never tell you that God as the firft caufe muft 
of natural necefiity Determine mans will by Phyfieal immediate 
premotion, before it can ad either good or evil : But they referve 
the honor of determining mans will to fpecial Grace, Renewing 
the will, and by Almighty poVcer determining it to that which is good. 
c. io . Sed.i. and e.g. Sed T. 

Many other moderate paffages I could fhew in our Affemblies 
Confefnon.to fome that have need to imitate therm and the Anti-
nomians may fee their Dodrine fubverted, in their excellent De­
finition of faving faith,in both Catechifms,and in the Confefston ; 
In their determination-of the natural effeds o f fin in whomfoever, 
Ch;6. Sett. 6. in their determination of the necefsity of Repen­
tance (as foe qua non) to Remifsion, A . 15.2. with more 
the like. 

And now i f they have any ftanding Rule to know a Tapift or 
Armmian, I think I have acquit my felf from their Accufation; 
BiKir th i rebenoRuleof the Orthodnv and for re­
jection of Error, but the giddy diftraded b r l i r ^ o f Libertines, 
th_at know not where to fix them^ve^ jJicaj^mcontent to bear 
*henam^oTgefurt, Papift, or what t h ^ f e W n f h . i l plealeto 
* c a 4 h m e . ' — 
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Yet let me add this, left my feeking to fatisfie the offended J 

may draw me into guilt; Though I have voluntarily myfelfpro-3 
fefled my confent to thele feveral Canons a n c l Confefsions o f j 
faith ; yet ,for the Synod of Dor*,the Confefsion of our Affembly; 
yea,or the largerCatechifm, without fome Correction,! do hereby 
Proteft my diffent againft the fo impofing them to a word upon 
all Minifters, that no man that cannot fubferibe to them (hall be 
permitted in the Church : Whether our Confefsion were intend­
ed for fuch a neceffary Teft, 1 know not well » But that the Synod 
of Don was, is expreffed in the end. I abhor unlimited liberty o f 
Confcience, fo called.that is, of divulging intollerable Doctrines; 
and i lament alfo, that inftead of moderation, the Churches for 
1300. years have been fo guilty of proud and cruel Tyranny. 
There is lingular ufe for a full body of Theologie, or a Profefsion 
concluded on by fuch Reverend Affemblies, that the yonger Mir 
nifters may be taught by i t , and the Reverence of itmayreftrain 
them from rafti contradicting i t : And there is a necefsity of exer-
cifing power in Minifterial Affemblies, for the a&ual reftraint ot 
fuch as {hall teach things intc llerably unfound: and all Mini ­
fters foould be there accountable for their Doctrine. But before 
any Forms be tendred us to fubferibe we muft have them reduce 
into a narrower room, and into pnraie ib "ne^rJ^J^Sic»nll^ 
Scriptural, as flo'bobcr, ^tudtoUsX' d t n r ^ t e 5 r J G g S E a a a £ ^ 
Icruple: "CalHt Soc'mtaigogw^^ 
jjhallputuponit^ yet tenderConlcienHslffire^^ lnan put upon i t , vet tender t^oniaences w m c * ^ * ^ a - . r , •..^ 
T!rulrcTie7Ir^^ 
falfe Prophet; and the contrary courieHtolrTputtend to do tne 

lameTn Doctrine, as the Common-Prayesr-Book did in worfhip; 
Even to enfnare the moft confcientious,and work them out ot tne 
Miniftry by degrees, and to create us infenfibly a lazy forma M I -
niftry, that will take all upon truft, and run to the Authority ot 
their confefsion, inftead of their Bible- I have long feared that 
the toleration threatned in thefe times for all, is a judgement or 
God for our running into the Tyrannical extreamfo long ; ana 
I withall hope that he will turn this judgement to a mercy- ^nougn 
Idif l ,ketoo much liberty in the Commonwealth more then too 
lit t le; ( and in the Church much more fuch toleration is intole­
rable,^ cafes of clear duty or f i n ; ) Yet,Ifear Tyranny more thep 
too much Toleration. 1. Forexperienceladly tels m e t h ^ £ 
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rannical Ufurpation of dominion over mens faith hath diftraded 
the Church, even beyond any vifible probability of recovery 5 
and it hath been the caufe of its mifery for 13 00. years; but the 
experience of the mifchiefs of Toleration is .nothing fo great. 
2. And I know that mans nature is fo prone to proud domineer­
ing, and fo Idolatroufly inclined to have all men of their mind, 
and to dance after their Pipe, that it wilibefti l l byafsing Rulers 
to that extream : So that its eafie without a fpirit of Prophefie 
to foretell, that unlimited Tolerations will not long be granted 
by any one except ameer Infidel, that having no Religion him-
felf,carcs for nothing but his own politick ends; or a Julian that is 
contriving the extirpation of Religion, and intends by thetayhng 
ofFoxesto fire the field of Chrift, rather then by the yoaking of 
Oxen to plow and fow it. And policy will never long work that 
way neither, without fome perfecution intermixt. Its eafie to 
Prognofticate this, to him that knows what the heart of man is. 
So that for my part, I think the caufe o f Gods permifsion of too 
much loofnefs in thefe times, is to cure our former Rigor, and 
our being Righteous and Orthodox overmuch, by fuffering men 
tO£o rfs much too far into the contrary extreams. Little do fome 
men lay this to heart, who only continue exclamations (though 
deferved ) againfttoleration, when it is but their own difeafe, 
and what they have caufed, that God is curing by this fad remedy. 
They fhould rather fee their fin in this gtafs, and be humbled. 

C H A P . I I T . 

4 true Account of my Iudgement, how much I give to 
Works. 

S E C T . 1. 

^ **» X7Ncharitablejealoufies, and high expeditions are not eafily 
V fatisfied. Becaufe the charge that Mr . Crandon and his bro­

ther Jay againft me, is from my judgement about mans works and 
.perfbnaL; 
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perfonal righteoufnefs, I ftrongly imagine that it muft be a larger 
confefsion in this point then the AfTemblies, or then any o f the 
forrain Churches have made, which muft fatisfie thefe men. 
I will do what I apprehend to be my duty, and let them ufe it as 
they fee meet. 

And here I muft defire the Reader.that would not wrong him-
felf and me* to difference between Matter and Words: and to 
know, that though fit Terms and Methods be commendable, yet 
while we agree in the Matter, the difference about meer words 
ihould not feem great. I will therefore lay down my judgement 
as to the Matter, and then fay fomething to Verbal differences 
bythemfelves. 

And firft I (hall tell you Negatively what I do not give to 
works: and then Affirmatively what I do : and I fliall not hide 
my mind in either., 

I . T Believe that neither Adam in lnnocency, nor any ^ngel, Were 
capable of deferving any thing that was good from God, by Way 

of Commutative fuftice, or as making God their Debtor for any be­
nefit that he received by their works* 

2. J believe that ever Jince Adams fall, it is a thing impofftblefor 
any meer man to be Juftified or faved by his Works, according to the 
tenor of that firft Laty of Workjjn force. 

3. According to the tenor of that firft rigorous LaW, nomrege-
nerate man can doanyW.ork.fo goody .'Which/hall not deferve death 
for the evil of it. 

4. The fame is true of the be ft works of the Regenerate them* 
felvest as tried by that Law alone: Becaufe of the ftnful imperfetti-
ons in ^Principles, Ends,Degree, LManner9&c. 

S• AH men therefore Regenerate and Vnregenerate muft hefo far 
from thinking to be Juftified by that LaW, that they muft not think, 
that any one work that everthey did, fhouldnot be condemned by it, 
and they themfelves for that work? 

6. It is therefore falfeDoBrineofthem that teacht that there is 
any true fin fo fmall or venial,as to deferve only temporalpunijhment9 

and not ever lofting, according to that Law. 
7. No Works of obedience Which an Vnregenerate man can per-
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form], candeferve pardon offinpaft from Qodi No not ofomth 
fma&eft fin. 

8. There Was no fuch Vmue or Efficacy in the mofi cofity Sacri* 
ficcs of Mofes Law, or the fulleft observance of all their Rites, M 
could rfthemfelvejs procure the pardon offit?, or do any thing thereto* 
otherwife then in Subordination to the blood of Chrift. 

9. The beft works ,md-fulleft defence of all the Creatures in 
the World, could not have made God Catvj jclion for our former 
fin. 

10. A Heathen that hath not theGofpel, cannot by the light or 
power of Nature, do any fuch Works K upon which God is obliged to 
give him the Gojpel T^ot only on the account of defert, but even as 
tneer conditions of a Covenant, are they thus totally defetltve, God 
being in no fuch Covenant with any fuch men. 

11. An Infidel that hath the Gofpely cannot by the meerhelpof 
that Gofpel, and the meer poWer of Nature, do any Work, o n the per­
formance whereof ( as Meritorious, or meerly conditional) God is 
bound to give him Faith : becaufe God is not in any fuch Covenant 
with them% nor can their Works deferve it. 

12. A Baptised unfound Believer, who hath the highefi faith, 
fhort of that which i* faving, cannot by the meer light of the Cjofpel, 
or by the poWer of Nature aad common Grace, do any all or Wor\, 
on which god is bound to give him fincerity , or special faving 
Grace : there being neither Merit in his Work, nor any Tromife, 
Which fhould oblige God hereto. 

13. Works of External Obedience to Chrift, do not fo much ** 
go before our fir ft Remiffion and fuftification as bare conditions. 

14. Nay, they do not ( if fincere J exift before it, but in order 
of nature feem to folloW after it: So that it is not only fides fofom, 
but fides fob, in refpebl of them, by which We are fufiified. 

I 5. Faith it (elf doth not Merit our Pardon or Juftification, nor 
Juft:fie U6 as a Wor^ nor as Faith. 

16. The Regenerate,When Jttftified,cannotfir the future perfeBlj 
fulfill the Law of God j much lefs can they do works of fupererroga-
tiontpleafing to God. 

17. No Works of the Regenerate, Internal or Externaltare tojoyn 
With Chrifts Sufferings and Merits, as any part of Satisfaction to 
Gods Juftice for our fins ; no not the leaf partner the leaf fw. N*r9 

they make m further indebted to God, in that our beft graces art Qods 
p f t s t 



c s i ; 
gift s3andthe exercife of them is but a receiving more from him% The 
more we do, the more we enjoy, not only for, but in our duty, 

18. Works done by the poWer of Grace, according to the Law of 
{jrace or Nature, do not Merit either our f unification or Remiffion, 
AS begun, continued or confummate at Judgement; Nor yet our Sal­
vation : No nor any temporal Ulejfing : nor yet do they joyn With 
Chrift in Meriting, as any part of Aiertt. 

19. 2{jit her Faith, Love, Repentance, or any Works of ours, are 
d»^fr#eerfkientCaufesofour Remiffion, or Jnfttfication (Con-
Jiitutive or Sentential before God ) either principal or In fir u-
mentall, 

20. External Works, be they never fo glorious and coftly, ( as 
the giving of all that we have to the poor ) are not fo much as ac­
cepted by Godf Without inward fincerity, and right encts : And When 
there is both fincerity, and right endf, and the Wcrk materially goodv 

yet is it not fo much as accepted by God, but only for Chrifi, in whom 
the defeUs and finfulnefs of it are pardoned, without which it could 
not be accepted^ fo far as for the perfon to efcape punifbmentfor it. 

A Man would think, that among true Subjects of Chrift, who 
know what obedience they owe him,I (hould need to fay no 

more againft works; and among men of holinefs, one would 
think that this much ftieuld fuffice to free me from the imputation 
-of Popery: Unlefs the Flaccian fpirit be again revived. But i f in­
deed it be true that Mr . Eyre, and Mr . Crmdon fay, that the Pa-
piftsgive no more to Works then I , then I think the Papifts_are^ 
IdsJErroneous^ 

" l )o Proteftants deny to'Works any more then Hia^here^one? 
a word more, I do utterly difclaim the giving of theleaftp*rt 

of Chrift sO ffice or Honor to mans Works. Now I hope my affirma­
tions, wherein I (hall fbew what I afcribe to Works, wi l l not be 
ofTenlive, i f they contradict not thefe Negations. 

S E C T . I I . 

3. jiyrAnh}nd oWeth to god as his Creator and Ruler% a perfeB 
obedience to all his Commands, Deut. 12.32. MaM.TO. 

2* Mans Moral-TSUtmdlperfeBionconfified in hi* f erf & inter-



(}*) 
ml and external conformity to Gods mill In diffofitive andaUual 
obedience* 

3. God is the Principal Efficient and Vltimate Final caufe, the 
Alpha and Omega, in Morality, as he is in JSfatnrality. His WiM 
is the fir/} caufe of duty, and other Dunefs or Right, and the p leafing 
his will is the Ultimate end of man in all. 

I know Gods glory maybe faid to be ourVltimate end': But we 
muft take great heed how we underfl and that Phrafe : Not as if the 
thoughts or prai/es ofman,or any thing without God, could be his Ul­
timate end, orfbould be ours: Nor as if mans Praifes added a felicity 
to God, Reputative or Real, which Jbould be his end: But it is the 
Communication and Manifefiation to the Creature of his Glerp even 

Col ? zo t h e G l o r y <>fhis Greatnefs, Holinefs, Love, juftice, CMercy, &c. for 
1 Joh. j .x . *ver' Tho(ighthe honoring of God in the Efiimation and Praifes 
1 T hef 2.4. °f "fan, may be our end too% as it is duty to God jet not our Vltimate 
Pral.147 11. end, much lefs u it qods. Now this Communicative Declarative 
Pftl.H*4. Glorificationoj'Godis materiallyhis end, becaufeit u the th'mgthat 
" M M O . moftpkafcthhiminrefpetttothe Creature: therefore the vising 

of Godts, as it Were, formally his end. This is allfboken, on fuppo-
fitionthatwemuflafcribetoGod; after the manner of man, An end, 
and the intention of i f , and a being pleafed therein: (as Weufeto 
Jay, god is mans happinejs objetlively, and fruition formally) For We 
V Z T ^ Z ' T / P e f ^ ° f G ° d i f w t r e n o i t » c ' M conceptions and 
ixpr ffions So that the Vltim.te end that man was made for, was 
to pleafe qod, Rev. 4. 11. Heb. 10.38. Heb. 13.16. 2 Pet. 

fuch I , I a Tfowda fuch, is better then all the means as 

1x6 t u r e I r f i g k L m ^ Lordl<™>> Kghteoufnefs: Such is the holy na-
Yo ,6 l 7 ffi t h a t

a

h e , i s PW«* **k Holinefs, and the Obedience of 

Holmefs Internal and External as the means. 
FPh-*-7. iJr, C J r f ^ m t t ° UkT i°WR t h i s end> '*•**" "tcefity or excel-
R o m . i i . I > u . ["2°/** ""Mr intended any.fuch change: Which would have 
hev.z ^tocomeasanenemytoGodandman, and not as a Redeemer a»d 

d *%Zl j \ ^ J * * ^ Chrifisown Death, Refur-
"%9:l*'*d ^ i S Z ™ ^ * f<»^Zthe Spirit and Government are but 

T Z n V o H ^ * f ± a?dtheJ ™ alfofor the rearing 
ZZZ-k fi&rt?^™* tJ>«"l°ereby hemaypleafe God 
ogam, who haddfi leafed himyW*s difr leafing tihm, aidin anecef-

fity 



( 3 3 ) 
fity of future difpleafing him: Though the Communication of Mer- Rom.6. 6 J 7 J 

cy, and Manifeftation of Love, Holinefs, and other attributes of God 13>*4, &c. 
Were one "Principal end of' Chrifts death, which was much obtained f y ^ f ' , 
immediately in his dying : Yet Was it no,(mall part-of the farther R o m < I " 4 > / g 4 

ends which Were to be attained to make man again fo holy, as that he 
might pleafe'Cjod by his Obedience, and to forgive the mixture of his 
fin which difpleafeth him: Of which more anon, 

6. CMankind doth noW oWe obedience not only to god, as Creator, R o n l i , 4 ? T 8 # 

but to Chrift as Redeemer, and ReHor on that Title. So that he is Mat.a8.i8, 
obliged by a double bond-, and therefore his difobedience is a .double 19 , * J-
tranfgreffion, anddoubly difpleafing to God : So far is he from being * ^ 
freed from obedience by Chrift 1 which would be, if de jure, to make c d ^ ' i i . 
us Gods •, */de facto only,to make us Devils, or werfe : and therefore Luk. 19.17. 
could be none of the Redeemers Work. 

7 . Infidels, and all Vnregenerate men are under an Obligation to 
pleafe God, and have means prefcribed to them by God, which they 
ought to ufe for bringing them nearer to Chrift, and to faving faith 
and full Union With fortf, that fo they may be able to pleafe God. 
And if they negletl thefe means, they are \uftly denied the benefits of 
Vnion With Chrift, Which is the end, A f t . 17. 24, 2 7- Rom. 24. 
15. Rom. 1 . 18,19,20. 

8. Vnregenerate men m*y da fuch works by nature and common xKing.".*9. 
Grace, which for the matter, and ad hoc, or fecundum quid,w# Mark w . n . 
pleafe god, and upon Which he may fee meet to manifeft fome appro­
bation of them,md will not only forbear to execute his Jujlice for the 
failing of that Work., but alfo of fome former works \ yea, 0] grof* 
fins : as in the cafe of Ahab, Nineve, and others,doth appear, Pial.78. 
Though ftill as he is not obliged to this much, Jo he never accepteth 
any Work of a wicked man fimpliciter, to the accepting of the perfon; 
nor to the pardon of the Eternal punijhment. 

9. Though Faith in Chrift be a fruit of Gods Eternal8leB ton, I o M - ' V ^ 
and of Chrifis Meritorious Redemption, and of the Holy Ghojt s t j - K o m , 0 9 > 

fetlual, Special faving operation; yet is it mans: AttanJHaJnt, and 
by the Precept made his duty, ;tndhythePromire made thecondtmL. 
of our firfi Ri<rhtinnhri(lasl>urHeadand Husband, and our C on-

'yunblion with him, and confequently of our firft AElual proper pardon 
of our fins, as to the &verlaffir,g and greateft punijhment: It being 
the tenor of the promife or deed of gift, that if We will believe, Wejball 
have thefon, and Jhall be pardoned and jujlified, and have poWer to 

http://Mat.a8.i8
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become the Sons of God, and flail have Right to lift-

10. This Faith is called One at? in a Moral fence, as takjng 
a man to be my Prince, my Teacher, my Mafter, to be a H*}~ 
band, a Phyfitian,&c. and not in a Thy,leal fenfe : for fo it j* 
many acts : and that both,i.As diverftfyed by the faculties oj J e 

foul which believeth {and fott is i . The Under ft andmgs ^ ( f e n f > 
2. The wills Confent, with that Affiance which is an aft of the 

~ tAffeftion) 2. And as thefe alls are direrfifyed from the divers 
Objects, and formal Reafons of the objects : And fo for the affent-
ing part, the formal Object is the Veracity of God, the Material 
Obje& is both the Verity of theEnnunciaticn, andalfi the Natw 
ral Verity of the Things contained therein, which are more then 
one. The Principal are i . Chrift himfelf, and that confideredtn 

Heb. I i . i . his Nature,as God and as man, and in his office as Mediator, and 
£,7>85i05i3. f 0 as Kixg, Prieft, Prophet • and in the exercife of theje , as One 
Col 'b** h a t h b e e n ^ o r n * l i v e * Perfe^ly , dyed innocently., fatisfied. 
7loh. 5,1 o, rifen Again, and is now afcendedand in glory, Reigning and Ititer* 
I I , I Z . ceding. 2 .The End of his Redemption, viz. our ••'final' blsffednefs 
Rev. ii.17. in the unfeen Glory, and our pardon and fanttifi cation as the 
Ioh aiid beginning. It is more then one Axiome or Ennunciation, and 

more then one Benefit^ and Matter contained which> wemUfi be­
lieve, which cannot be done with one Phyfical Act of the InteUebt. 
•2. ssilfo the Object of the will is more then me • I . The Direct 
Object is Qkrift him f e l f . 2. The Final is the falvatton which he 
brings ; I . Ultimate, in our Glory : 2. Mediate, or neerer, & 
our Pardon, Adoption and Sanctification. Alfo Chrift himfelj' is 
confideredas Good, and fo is received,with Love pandas a B^' 
nefattor, and fo with Gratitude - and as Cjreat and /Magnificent, 
and fo with reverence and admiration-, and as King, and fo by a 
eonfent of fubjebtion : He is confidered as offered, and fo our Re­
ceiving is confent : or he is confidered as in competition with other 
pretending Mcpts, and fo our Receiving is Eleflion. thefi 
are but one Moral ail v called Faith, or Taking, or Receiving 
Chrift as-onr Saviour— AndalLthefe Natural a&s are effential 
to this one Moral - • 

ICor. i6.zz. i i . Though Charity,as it reffeUcth.other Objects, is no part of 
5*d? Vki **" F*\th" y" * '^ refpecteth an offered Saviour, it-is as much 

' effentialto Faith to ReceiveChriftwith love, as it is effential toM 
Saviour {the object of Faith) to be good for us. For Good as 

Good 
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Good is received by Love. Nor was it ever the intent of the Holy Iot1.14.tr. 
Ghoft, to take Faith in Chrift in fo narrow a fence as includeth Pfa l . i .n . 
not love to him, when it is faving Faith that is fpoken of. The like 'x*'T 

maybe faidof Gratitude ; being a modification of aright Re­
ceiving, Rev. 2 2^7 Joh.1.12. 

12. This faith by which we are 'juftified and faved,is the Re- \0\,r T , I T , . I , 
civing of Jefus Chrift asjefus £hrift '> a n ^ a s a Saviour entire- Ron , 14.4, 
ly-y andas a Phjfitian of our Souls, to cure us o f , and fave us p^j* j ' 5 , J ^ ' 
from both Guilt and Power of fin, and the mi f r y due for it, '' 1 , 9 9 9 

And foit is the Receiving of Chrift as a Prophet to Teach 
**, and a King to Rule m, and a Prieft, after the Order of 
Melchizedeck, now to intercede for us , and not only as a ficri-
fice for our fins, or a fatisfier of Jufticefor us. / ts the Receiving 
of whole Chrift. 

13. f t is not only without any ground in Gods word, but fully Co'.i.tf. 
agamftit, to fay, that faith pftifieth only as it apprehendeth Pfa^.i*. 
Chrift asaRanfom, or Jatisfier of Juftice , or Meriter of our J ^ > * * £ 
Juftification, or hit Righteoufnef as ours, and not as it Recetveth Luk.iflEAT'J 
him as King, or as a Saviour from the ftain and tyrannic of Rom.-o.?, 
Sin: If the word As refpett but the Aptitude and matter of 10,13. 
Faith, it is both; andthe Scripture makes no fuch diftintlion J g £ j £ * 
here • but if it refrecl the neareft formal Reafon of faiths Intc- j ^ J o i r f , 
reft in our Juftification, then it is neither as one nor as the other. 4 , 9 ) i 7 . 
Though ex parte Chrifti, it be only his Ranfom and Merit, that fa- lob. I I . 4*J 
tisfyethand purchafeth our juftification {as it is Chrift as King J7»4».^ 
that juftifieth us actually:) Ttt ex parte noftri, it is not our re- ^ " ^ ^ 
ceiving Chrift in one refretT that procures one benefit, and our Aa.3.i?,iS a 

Receiving him in another rejpeti that procures another benefit; tz,zs,z6. 
bit it is the full fincere Reception of him as our Saviour, in all the Atf .?.3 r • 
effential tarts of his office, which is the Condition of our R g ?t in ^ . ^ V 
him, and all his benefits that accompany him; fo that the } ' c e r 5,. 
fity of diftingm'hirgth* fever al caufes of our falvaitonin Chrtft, LuV.'4.**» 
or the feveral benefits which be bring* and we receive, doth not 27,33. 
infer any* ereffitj of afcribtrgthe EfeBs to fever al aBs of ftitb, 
or fever al reff?*V < at it is diflingaifhed according to thefe fevc-al 
ob\ccT:s, or refpc&s in the objett: Becaufe Faith doth not make 
Chrift and fas benefits ours, by a proper neural Reception, 
which isahvayra Paffion, but by an improper Moral Rcceptionywo-
ferly called Acceptation, andcaUed Reception %fpui4tivety, ash* v 

Fz H 
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the condition of that l^atural Reception, Job.^.io- ana I? , 
compared. 

14. .rAff neereftand formal Reafm of Faiths Inter eft in our 
pardon and juftification, is not either becanfe ft is Faith in Genere, 
nor beeaufeit is hsec fides, this faith in'fpecie, that is, becanfe it is 
the Apprehenfion of Christ : For the object jpecifieth the-alt, and 
to be an aft on fuch an object, is effential to that act in fpecie ; to 
be an Apprehenfion of Christ is effential to faving Faith in fpecie : 
And it is not the Efence of Faith, General or Sfecial, that is the 
formal reafon of its wtereft in cur justification: But it is its being 

1 Ioh, 5.1 o, a Condition of the promife, conftituted fuch by the free Doner : 
11 3i x. feeing it belongs to every free Donor , much more to the ^Abfokte 
l ^ j S f ' h <JMonarch of the World, to make his oven terms, and determine of 
1'9 > 7 ) 1 > the Conditions of his own Donations • and as gods will as Creator 
Tit.3.^7. gives™the™^y whereby we Believe, and Gcds will as'NcvC-. 

Crearo r or Renewer, gives us the Re'&itude of that faculty, andfo 
loh.g.3s}39ifaithitfelf.foitis Gods will as Dcnor of pardon, Iuttihcation, 
^o.z7.z8}29 Adoption and Right to Glory, which only is able to give our faith 

ns neereft formal Interett in our Remiffion, Iuft if cation, Adoption, 
Q?c. In order of Mature, though not of time, it is Faith, before 
ft is Juftifyjng or Saving. The Nature of the thing is before the 
° f f c e i t is freely defgnedto. ' 

J Jkould have pm this conclitfi'on among the T^jgatives, bc-
caufe it takes from mans Act of Believing , and not gives to it, 
but gives all to the free ConFlitmion and wilt of the Donor, hut 
that it was here neceffary to ilfuftr^e the reft. 

15. Nor yet is it the goodnefs of Faith, as a good work, that is 
the formal Reafon of its Inter eft in our pardon and jftftification 
(1 vhich was hinted in the Negatives.) 
r

 l 6 ' Fet is the goodnefs of Believingphafinq to God ; andas 
&,i6.z7. Entity andEvent, as fuch,is the Ob]ect of Gods will, asitisthe 
Hcb. 11. 4> fountain of Entity and Event as fuch : (or the product of that 
M Z i ^ , W M * ^ ^ ^ ^ & Objeiof thewMo] fe^ 
lude i f . " " ^Fountain and end of Ethical Reel itude and Goodnefs. And 
Job.15.9,'0. therefore as the terms Love and Complacency, &c. are more or-
v£?k\\ dZT$*nd t V ' 3 ^ d t 0 t h e Ethical a*s of the Will and 
Pro.if t ! i f * • ™h?h f e i H m a n ^ excellent, then to the Natural 

1 ^ P ^ t e and Delight: and the Object s of thefe Ethical A n i ­
ons, are an Ethical g0od (AS the objects of Natural Appetite is 

a meet. 
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ameerNatural good;) fo-it is the moft feemly, and honorable, 
and Scriptural way of expreffion, to call thofe ails of Cj eds which 
are terminated on Moral (food, by the name of Love and Com. -
placency ; though fometime alfo Scripture extended them to thofe 
adsjhatare terminated™ Natural Good', but ordinarily Cjodis 
find rather to Will Entity and aft s. as fitch ; and to love them, De­
light m them, and be ^leafed with them as good CM or ally: If 
without Faith we cannot pbafeCjod, doubtlefs both in and after be-
lievingwe do. 
\ ' Ye*Fa*th(and holynefs, of'which anon) is therefore flea- Sec the fame 
Ji-ng to God, andiovedby him, becaufe good Morally. Its true,that Texts laft 
properly we muft not fay that the objett isthecaufeofGods.Att, c i t e d -
as it is of mans ; But i . It is but after the manner of man, and 
improperly^ that we apply the Act itfelf to God . and therefore on 
thejame ground {only with an acknowledged further impropriety) 
we may apply that to him which is the definition of mans aU-
2. Though as Gods will, loving,, phafednefs,&c. is his Effence, fo 
wemayneitherthin^nor ^ e a k j f i t , as caufed by the object : Bui 
<u it x either Formaliter (as Scorns fteakf) or, racione ratiocinata 
\M tfae Jhotrutts JpeakS) dtfiim from his Effence,or at leaft quoad 
UenQminationem extnniecaw,/^ it ?nay he {aid that Godthere-
pre lovethHolinefsbtczu£cu u Good,andhatethfin becaufe # is 

AT d f ° & i v e a R e a f o n of his Act from the Object. If it be hut 
an Objective reflect that denominated Gods Effence to &?Knovv-

t § C ' W j ^ * L ° V e ; S o f r o m t h e o h ) e c t m u f i t h e particular Acts 
be denominated, though there he no r eal diver'fity. 

18. A quatenus, ad -omne .valet confequenaa .• I f faiths for- lob.t ̂ .27. 
™-al inter eft in pardon be, As it is the Condition of the Act of par­
don, then what foe vcr is fuch a condition muft have the fame kind 
of formal Inter eft as faith. 

19« Repentance is made by God in the GofyeI, a proper Cond:- Luk.M.47. 
tion of our firft general pardon of fin,, as well as Faith is, Luk. & 15.7., 
13-35,. A 6 l . 3 . i p . &2;38. & 25.20. 

\o. Faith was not defigned to the office of being a condition of 
pardon, only or directly for the general goodnefs of it ; hut for a 
fpecialfhrt of goodnefs., cqnfi'fling in a fecial and peculiar aptitude 
which it had to tbis> office and honour. For God having determined 
to glorifie,love and mercy,it muft needs be by Zree-Grace and gift; 
and determining to pardon m by free gift, there is no act fo direct- . 

F 3 ly 



Rom.4 i6.to. lj fit for that office,as the acceptance of that free gift. It muft be an 
Luke 14.17- acceptance, or confent, becanfe Qod deals as ReBor as WeR as Bent' 

l * . faBor,With a rational creature, *>ho is a free Agent, and therefore tt 
M K ' " I < * w e r e "o'fi*that h e fiouldhave £ V f t > Tar don, Juftification, Right 
Utx*ixl%,t<), to Glory, againfi his mil Nor would that ft and with' the cm'tng 

jo. ' of his Nature, 'or the giving him the uft c comfort of thefe'Bfntfits, 
See before which are other parts of Salvation, and muft here begin in this firjt 
Prop. i r, i J. C0„f€Mt. if m u j } fa a H fanMe c o n f e n t o r acceptance, With free ack»'*-
tte texts cite . i e ^ e m e „ t and bewailing of unWorthinefs . F o r the Receiver u mtje-

rable-, and therefore muft receive humbly ; and the Grace is Free,and 
penitent Confeffton is the Acknowledging andGlortfywg the freenefs 
of it: It muft be a loving acceptance, becaufe the Object is eminently 
good in it felf,and to us: It muft be a grateful acceptance, becaufe the 
benefit is fo great. It muft be an acceptance of Chrift as our Gtvde 
and King; becaufe I . There be ends ofhis own to be refpeBcdas well 
as ours : God cannot intend man before and above hisoWn Gloryz 
Nor muft we : Chrift will be had only on terms honorable to himfelf* 
as well as profitable to HS Z Asa Husband, Head, Mafter, Lord%and 
not as an equal. 2. And becaufe alfo that his Teaching, Guiding* 
and SanBifying us is a Principal part of his faving us • And fo fir 
our felves we muft fo accept him, So that Faith in all its parts and 
refpetls, is in natura rei, fitted to this office : Infomuch that We may 
in fome refpeel call ity The Law of nature Which impofeth Faith on 
Redeemed man (all the preparations confidered and fuppofed) as 
well as we may call it the LaW of nature Which impofedperfeB obedi­
ence on perf eft man. 

y4lfc the IntelleBual AB before all thefe muft needs be Pure Be­
lief, becaufe the ObjeB was a meer promife,and an mfeen blejfednefe* 
So then you may fee that it was not the general goodnefs of Faith,as a 
V'ertue or good Worlt^ only, but it was a peculiar Aptitude that Faith 
had to this fpecial Way of conveying Salvation by Free-Qrace, for 
which God made it the condition thereof. 

Pfal. jo. %. 2 1 . The very nature of this faving Faith j.s to be a Heart- C°ve-
CoU.©\ nant of a /inner With Chrift as a Saviour ( and in him With the of 
Mar'; S4 fended UMaftfly : ) Even as is a Covenant of a womanto her huf-
E P h 5 * J } 2 4 . ****** a^ouldier to his Commander, a Sub ft B to hit Prince, a 
Ier.j.,4. ScholtertohtsMafter; It is our becoming his Difciples. 
atat.ai.iff 22. This Covenant containeth an Engagement to future Obedi-

i°. encei So that though our firft faithbe not thefametmngWithObe-
dience 
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dtenceto Chrift ( at haft its diftintl from all other following obedi- p f a j l f J 1 2 

ence as isaforefaid) jet in taking Chrift for Ktng,it effentially con- , Cor 6.2V 
taineth a Refolution and Covenant to obey him. Ioh. 10.27. & 

23. Though Recentance,being a condition of the promife of par don* 5 • 2 3 • 
have the fame formal Inter eft for kind in our pardon as Faith, yet in 
that they are made conditions upon feveral grounds, and from very 
different Reafons in the nature of the Alls, therefore there is a great 
difference to be put between one and the other in this bufinefs. Faith is A&.20.21. 
therefore made the condition,becaufe in its nature it is fitted directly & ° z 4 4 y - " 
ad ipfam Remiffionem $ / / is commanded and appointed to this office; Aa.5.3 i. 
for the immediate necefjity andfitnefs of it, to our obtaining pardon as 2 Tlm.z.zj. 
pardon : For it is not Repentance, but Faith, which is the accepting Hcb.6.1. 
or receiving applying Ail or grace ( which is called its Inftrnmenta- Mar. W ; 

lity by Divines; and if this conceffton will fatisfie, I fhould be glad:) £$ '2, 38. 
But Repentance is made a condition of pardon, on another reafon, & 17.30 & 
( though as necejfary) viz..Becaufe Without it God and the Re- 16.10. & 3. 
deemer cannot have their end in pardoning us, nor can the Redeemer ^ ^ ^ 
do all his work, for Which we do accept him. For his Worf^ is, upon the Hof.14.2..* 
pardoning of us, to bring us backjn heart and life to God, from whom pfal.22.27. 
we were fallen and fir ay ed. This was Chrifts work.,to fecund fave ta<k.i 4 6. 
that which was loft. To be loft9is tolofeGod. To be faved, is to be * _ l 8 3 ° > * v 

brought back to god. Therefore the conditions which Chrift makfth A C r f 3 7 > 1 4 < j 
are, as if he fhould fay, I f you will be faved by me, arW are willing 
that I (hall bringyou back to God, I will both bring you into his 
favor by pardon, and into a capacity of perfonal pleafing and en­
joying him. NoW our Repentance is our confent to return to Godtand 
the change of our minds, by turning from former fin that Was our Idol, 
and being willing by Chrift to be reftored to obedience, Vnderftand 
therefore (as Ifhallfay more anon) that pardon ofpaft fins, is aftep 
to our future Sanctity and Obedience, as one of its ends. Therefore 
dothChrift pardon what is paft, that We may be in a capacity accept- -
ably to return to God by obodience. And therefore we muft firpf turn 
to him by Repentance, which is a purpofe of obedience, before heWtll 
pardon us. For Without this he cannot attainthe ends of his pardon­
ing us* I have Animadverfions from a moft Judicious Mearnea 
Divine, that thinks indeed Repentance and Faith to be all one ', an 
many others are of that mind. Infomerefpettitmaybefo' but not 
in all: of which I'le not ftand to fpeakjnow. 

ThU Ifay.thatmenmayfeeldomt Level FaithWith to&*%£k 



( 4 ° ) 
much lefs (AS they charge me?) with actual external work of obedi­
ence, which in this fir ft Remiffton and fufiification, I take not to be 
fo much as exifient. 

Though when the Jf>uefiion is,why Faith or Repentance have fuch 
an interefl in our pardon, we give the fame anfwer de ratione for-
maJi, becaufe God hath made them the Conditions of his promife; 
yet we give not the fame Reafon, a natura & aptitudine a&us ; bat 
very different, as is declared. 

E zek.s i. 11. 2 4- ds the Commination is but the la ft part of the Law, andfub-
lam. 3.3 3. fervient to the precept which is the principal part; and as the pe­

nalty id not intended by the Legifiator propter fe,nor propter le 
hired or de fired by him, but upon fuppofition of difobedience,b] which 
his principal Will is violated, and for the prevention of fuch difobe-

k diencefor the future; fo in refloring the finner, the promife of par-
^ V c t f f g don°r impumt)'is a means'fubfervient to the U^foral Law; and the 
Eph. z. 'i o. remitting of fin is not intended to beabfolutely the principal part' of 
1 Cor. 7.1 p. our Recovery to god, but a part fubfervient to our real Renovation 
Gal.6. l 5. yj SanCtity and Obedience, as imperfectly now begun, andto be per* 
Rorh 6 fe' f e S i e e i h e r e a f t e r - °ur firfi general pardon is, that We m*y efcape 
2 Cor. 10. j 6.. Go<*s w r a t h , be capable of acceptable obedience for the future : 
1 Pet. 1.2. 1 ' Our following particular pardon of each particular finals that we 
Hcb y,8. may efcape Gods wrath for that fin, andmay have the blemifhes and 
z Tim. z. 11. defects of our obedience fupplied, and healed, and covered, and may 

be continued in a capacity of acceptable obeying for the future 5 which 
elf ewe could not be* feeing^he defect of the be& dutydeferveth con* 
demnation ; and therefore it is through pardoning grace that the de­
fects muft be covered, that it may be accepted.« 

p . Tet, as ourunholinefs and actual fin, is confidered, not in it 
f e l f , as difobedience to God, and as disf leafing to him, bmasaposnal 
mifery on us (pcenalby accident, as committed^ or not cured, or not 
removed, though never pccnal per f e ) fo to fanctifie is to pardon. 

Pfal.8i.it. For pardonisof three diftinct. forts. 1, Confiitutive, by Godas Le­
gifiator, giving us right to Impunity. 2,. Declarative or Sentential, 
by God as fudge,deter mining our Right. ^Executive, by God, as 
Executor ofjuftice, in taking o f f , 0rmt inflicting the penalty* /« 
the firfi rcsjett, to give right to Impunity, containeth the giving 
Right tfi fanclification, fo far as the Want -cf it is confidered as a pu-
mfhment. In the laftrcsf-fl, non punire, containeth among other 
things, the not denying HSthe sfirit andgrace , and fo not leaving 

us 
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