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SECT.. V.1

Wil adde thefe two things concerning the Matter of Merit,
I having faid all this about the Name. 1. All the duries and gra-
ces of a Believer are fo far from meriting of God properly , and
according to Commutative Juftice, aswe did God any good by
it which thould oblige him to a Retribution,that they do oblige us
much more to God then we were before. For that whichisa duty
in one refpe& and a grace inanother, s indeed a choice partof our
mercy ; and the more we do for God, the more we receive ; 00t
only by way of Reward, butin the very Duty: nay Doing 1t felf
is bue in fome refpe& a receiving from God, and in fome refpect,
a means to further Receiving. When ever the foul 1s moved to
Love, Humility, Thankfulnefs, Defire, ¢zc. it receives this grace,

- and a pretious mercyitis : and in the exercife it receiveth more :

To Love God is fome degree of enjoying him : Even to give all
we have for him at his Call is a receiving from him. Honeft hear-
31:5 do underftand this myfterie, though Hypocrites and Pharifees
o not. :
2. Though I fay that no Angel is capable of fuch proper me=
riting of God, yet I do not intend, that finful man can merit as
far as Angels or e4dam ininnocency might have been faid to do:
No nor that our working now, is in the main parts, of that na-
tare as e4dams then was. Hiswas, the perfeét obedience of a per-
fet Creatnre , from the power of nature and thar Grace Which
was without proper Merit, for the continnance of that perfection,
andthe attainment of more. Ours is the imperfeét Obedience of @
Sinner freely pardonedupon bis beleving and repenting. which obe-
dience mainly confifteth in the edccepting of mercy, and ufing it for
Recovery, and it is performed and accepted by Gospel grace, Whichis
againft or contrary ro merit, and not only without it, I will explain
all by this familiar comparifon. A Father hath one fon at full age,
who_having the full ufe of Reafon and ftrength, is able and fit to
do him anfvyerable fervice He will give the inheritance to this fon,
becaufe he is a fon, out of meer Paternal Love, and not of merit
of the fon : yet becaufe heis an honeft vertuous man , he loveth
not hisfonas a fon fo dearly, but that he would reje& him if he
© were

»




- (81)

- were awicked, rebellious fon, fuch as God commanded the Jews
themfelves to put to death : And therefore he requireth his fon

to walk obediently and lovingly,as the fon of fuch a Father fhould

do, and not difhonour him, and then he will of fatherly love be-

ftow on him the inheritance . but if he will not, he will difinherit
| _Bm. Here the merit of the inheritance is no proper mierit, but a
Not-meriting to be deprived of it : but Rebellion is a proper me-
rit of that privation. Yet the nature of the work, which is the
condition, is anfwerable to the Age and parts of the fon. Suppofe
the fame father hath other fons, that be fome of them litele chil-
dren, that can but go, and fome fick in bed of hurts that they
have catcht by their own folly, by falls, or burns, or cut.ing
them,or the Jike : or fuppofeit poifible that the forementioned
fon fhould fall back into fuch an infant condition upon h:s difo-
bedience ? Here now the Father hath Commands, Promifes of
Reward, with conditions and threatenings as well as to the other,
but of a far different nature. For here the Father faith to the fick
‘orwounded Child, If thouwilt take this medicine , though it be
bett ¥ for thy own cure, 1 will love thee, and 1will give thee this
or that ; ‘and for prevention of more hurt, If yom willnot cut
Jom, or fall, or burn you with the fire or the like, [ will do thi or that
Jor yom. Our meriting at Gods hands is no more properly called
Merit, then this of the child by raking meat or medicine offered
- to cure itsown fores, and by taking heed of fire , and what elfe
:gz}y endanger hereafter: and in fome refpe&s it is. yet lefs then
1S. :
But Tperceive 1 have ftood very long upon this term mer it ( the
rather becaufe the Acculer faftneth fo much upon it) I will there-
fore difpatch what T have to fay to the reft, with more brevity-

et s S

SECT. NI,

3 THe third term that T would have explained, is, worthy OF
: Worthine[s.concerning which,my meaning may be gather-
ed from what is faid in the Jaft. 1 only adde thefe two Propofiti-
ons 1. Being the phrafe of the Lord Jefus and his Apofiles, 1t1s

: M

lawf-"! o fay shat Believers and Obedient Chriftians are wortl:)}}
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of eternal life, and that we muft befieve and obey, that we may be
accounted worthy, and that there is a certain Evangelical worthy-

" nefs of GodsLove, and fo of the Reward,which confifteth in our

fincere Faith and obedience. For this is plain Scripture.

2. But yerthough Chritt fpeak ‘of fucha worthinefs becaule
the phrafe isimproper we fhould ufe it fparingly , and alwaye
‘either avoid it or explain it, ‘where there is danger either of
hardening the erroneous, or of offending the weak, by the incau-
telous ufe of it.

4. Thefame ! fay of the term ReWard ; 1. It is lawful o ufe
it, becaufe Chrift doth it {0 oft : and indeed fome more neceflity
of ufing this, then either of the former. 2. But yetit muft be ufed
with Caution and Explication , for the forefaid reafons.

5. But there is ne word that we have made more quarrelling

about in this bufinefs, then the terms Righteons, Righteosx wefs, “”..d

- Fuftification even when we were agreed about the matter. It1s

incon(iftent with my intended brevity, now to mention the divers
fignifications, and ufes of thefe words : Only in brief 1 {halllay
down my thoughts, as far asis requifite to onr prefent purpofesin
thefe Propofitions. :

Propofition 1. I do not in thefe difputes about the Righteon/-
nefs of Believers, take the word for that particular vertue, which
is ufi u’aﬂy faid to be a Conftant and Perpetual Wil of giving every
man bis due : But fometime materially for the Obfervation 0!
the Laws : And moft ufually Relatively for Non-reatns, not guil-
tinefs, either asto the Reassns Culpe vel pane , in alegaland ju-

- diciary fenfe,

_ Propofition 2. Tt is not only agreeable to S‘cripture,,'ﬁﬁd. fo
warrantable to call men Righteons, becaufe of their own Faith,
Repentance and fincere Obedience , but alfo fo frequently done

.in Scripture, and on fuch weighty srounds, thar this pbrafe
*s to be ufed ordinarily by Chriftians,, and not difowned or

avoided.

Propofition. 3. Yet where-ever an men ar. d righteous,
becaufe of their own holynefs and -’;bed-ienSecaii]te Prillg fuppoi-
«eth the pardon of all theirfin in the blood o‘fCht:iﬁ, which 1scal-
iedrordinari&ly, imputed righteonfnefs : and ¢his as fupereminent
above the ther, astotheir Juftification, as I have before €x-
predied.
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Propofiion 4. Tt is the Scriprure phrafe, and therefore war-
rantable to fay, that B) our words we fball be Juftified  and by your
Words men fball be condemned, And that men [bull be judged accord-
ing to their works : (sAndto judge, is to juftifie or condemn ) And

that a man is juftified by bis Works, and not by Faithonly ; Jam.2.24.

I amnot now fpeaking of the fenfe of thefe texts, but of the war-
rantablenefs of this langauage,as being ufed by the Holy-Ghoft.
None therefore is to be charged with error , for the meerufe
})f {ghc words , unlefs it be proved that he ufeth themin an ill
enfe.

Propofition 5. Yet, though it be Scripture phrafe, it fhould be
ufed with great Caution ; and the very phrafe of Juflification by
Works, (hould be avoided or explained, where it may be an occa-
fion of drawing men to afcribe too much to their works, or of
offence to the godly : and we fhould more frequently ufe Panls
phrafe, (which is not contrary to this) and fay, thata manis jufti-
Bed by Faith, without the works of the Law. = All things are not

convenient, that in themfelves are lawful.

Propafition 6. 1had rather my felf ufe this phrafe | e atl be

ﬁ”ﬂl{]jnﬂrﬁed, if We believe and fincerely obey ; which is all one
asto fay , Faith and [fincere Obedience are Conditions of onr final
Tuftification ; then this phrafe, we are jultified by works, andnot by
Faitly only, forthe forefaid reafons. Andif I underftand that the
lateer phrafe , though it be the Holy-Ghotits , is offenfive, Iwill
avoid it = fo be it I may have leave onneceffary occafion toufe

tlfle fe three phrafes , which all our Divines, fo far as I know,do
allow,

1. T hat
j - wdge

[incere Qbedience is a Condition of our final abfolution in
ments and of the (“ontinnance of omr Jufbification bere: Or if
the term Condition,and Continuing be offenfive (though me thinks
they fhould not) I would confent to difufe them both ( except
when by difpute we are driven to debate the Cafe , whether they
may be ufed or no, or when I am urged to exprefs what phrafesI
judge moft proper.) Inftead of Continmance of Tuftificasion, I
would as willingly fay, Tt is the Condition of not-lofing owr Fufti-
fication ; and initead of calling it a Condition , 1 am content to
ufethe very words of Seripture, and fay , If We confefs onr fins, be

. Eaithful and juff to forgive, and if ye forgive men their trefpaffess
Jour heavenly Father will forgive you , butif ye forgive not , &":i'
: M2
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5 The fecond phrafe that Twould have liberty to ufe, is, O#r
B faith and fincere Obedience do themfelves make ws_ Righteots, iwr
Jins being freely pardoned in the blood of (hrift : All our D'le‘_?s
Confefs an Inherent Righteoufnefs. A Righteoufnefs which will
I . not fo far make Righteous,is a moft palpable contradiction; with
me, itsone thing to Fuftifie (onffitmrive (which goes before all
| kind of fentential Juftification) and to make Righreons : feeing
E _ therefore T have their good leave to fay, that faith i felf and
:‘f’[’lﬁggc‘“‘ obedience,do make or conftitute us Righteous, * | can forbean,if
) D(;fp'é_ p.231, itdipleafe them, toufe the equipollent phrafe, that fuire it [elf
" Nennego Cre-  and obedience do Juftifie. 4 ,
dentes Juffos ‘The third phrafe that T would have leavero ufe, isthat of
- Conflauiper  God, we fhall all bajudged According roonr Works, OF, tO what
r mi);?cn.tt;:z;" we have donein the bedy. If they ¢an bear mens ufe of this
'filﬁl;z}ﬂ .  phrale. theycan bear all that I intend or defire-: and Ithink it ;
quflos conftirui - apter toexprefs my thoughts by, then the other,we are Ju/tified by
mego : fedaffi- works < for itis to the Juttification at judgement that I have chief R
g‘;’izurﬂ;{; ‘;:’r‘ refpect,when Ifpeak of the intereft of Obedience in our Juftifi- )
Fulli cationers canon. : ¥ 0 :
_ {::fl}:ir [anéi: Propof. 7. The word Juftification is ufually by many Divines
Feationem. taken only for Gods fitft Remiffion of fin at our Converfion,and
- histhen Aceepting us as Righteous : And when we difpute with
men that do and will underftand the word Fu/ife inno larger
fenfe then fo, we muft needs grant them thar (according to that
fenfe) we are not juftified by any Pofitive works of externak
obedience ; 1o, norbyany a& (or habit) of faith it felf, per-
formed from the time ofthe firft ac till death, but by the very
E Joh 16. 27, firft inflantaneous a& only; fo thatin their fenfe of Puffification,
Gen2:16, 1 grantthem, astothe exclufionof man, much more then they
e 78 defire. - ' '
rlixukiglg' 17. Some other phrafes there be that I had thought to have faid - ' «
Ea:rths‘f:}?l'h . fomething te, as being Juftified for faith or obedience, or becanfe
Rev. 7,15, ~ Of them, and éy them, and of rrufting ro them, with other the like;
e v but having done that which I account moft neceffary, 1fhall pafs
Mac.25.34, by thefe, tor brevity fake.
35-  And thusl have given, for the fatisfaQion of all offended,
Cenferious Brethren,a true Account of my judgement,how much
1 afcribe to mans works, bothin fenfe and terrus. I begun with
the, lateer, being about a:Confeflion, where verbal differences
ek : : have i

/ : ' :
: _ A i
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of Juftification I would have begun with the former,(which I'fa
as fore-feeing fome wil carp at that) I have been fo fat from
hiding any part of m /7 Judgement, whichT may conceive diftaft-"
full to any, thathave faid more for holinefs and obedience then
- ever i {aid before, and as much as I eould poflibly find at prefent
afcribed to them in my mind. But Ido again profefs, ‘that I fiold
- not all chis with thar tenacioufnefs, norfull certainty, nor con-
ceit of neceflity, asI dothe Articles of my Creed,or firft generalt
Confefs'lon + and thatif 1 find any word here confrary to..it, or
the Scripture, I wilf reyoke it. 'And I thall thankfuolly receive the
ftru&ions of any Brather that will manifeft to me any error,. in
ence orword , which I am far from daring to imagine that Iam
free from.  In the meantime, as Ircanunfeignedly fay, thatican
bear the differing Judgements of my Brethren in love ‘and peace,
fo T could with they could do by me': burif theycannot, there is
nd'remedy I'blefsmy God that bear. riine Errors, when my.
dear Brethren cannotbear his Fruth.: R

. Cuear. 1V,

ddditions to e former (Confefsion, on occafion of the
Sight of Mp. Caryls Epiftle to My. Crandons -
Book ; tendred to- My Caryl for bis [atisfaction,,
. the points wherein be declares himfelf offended.

WHen Ihad written this far, Ireceived Mr. Crandons whole
-book ( having before feen the Monfter, fine Capite ¢& (an-
da) when 1 opened it, I found fuch a name written in its fore.head, .
asIhad thought thac dunghill deferved not to be bleft with, viz. -
M. fofeph Cary , with his Epiftle perfixt. Hisname in whom I
truft, and whofe Truthis dearer to me, then theefteem of man, .
even Jefus Chrift, is above all names: and' none have namesfo -
grmmbks as-to-difgrace his Truthand Wifdom, wich- the chil-*

£

- have the leaft and aft place : but had I been ope'ni'n'g! the do@rine’ :;ﬁh' g
Ysj 2 Chron. 34,

2y
Rev. 3.10,

Plor.g,rg, 5

CV.5+ 4,
Eze. 18.a7,
%3, 29

of Wildom, by fetting thofe names inithe ballance zgtrg.‘:
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< that Truth. As Gods Truth and Grace is it that makes mens
+ names to be honourable and pretious with bis people, fo that if
. they de but ftumble and fall upon that Truth, it will break theit
names in pieces ; but ifit fall upon them(while they ftrive againft

- it) ic will grind thofe names to powder. Which I fpeak not
- ascenfuring the name of this Reverend man, butas one reafon of
- my fecurity of the Capfe of God, what names foever fhall coun-
¢ tenance its oppofers. Yet I confefs I more envy Mr. Crandoxs
- Errors the honour of this prefixed name, then of all his Argu-
: guments ; or then I envy this Reverend name, the honour ofbe-
- ing prefixed to fuch a volume. I have received a Defcription
from pious fame, ofthe foul of Mr. Cary/, fo unlike to the foul

- of this Ranting Difputation, that L hereby dq crave of our Chri-
i ftian pofterity, that when we areall in our graves, and another
- world, they would not fowrong this excellenc Man, as to con-
« clude then.}_to be of kin, becaule of this connexion. Ifyou fay,
He bath given m.'jn_ oceafion [o to think ; 1 defire you both -to
. 1001_‘ upon hl§ difowning the perfonal veflexions, which are the
. beginning, middle, end, if notall; and alfo to confider, that the
- moft peaceable difpofitions are ufually moft tra&able ; and you
+ know not what importunity might have done with your felves : L
- mean not of fuch a Comet as Mr. (randor, but of the higher and
+ more - illuftrious Planets of our Orbe. Learned and pious men,
- muft love and honour the piousand I.carned : and therefore
their Temptguons have the greater advantage. Nor do Iinthe
 leaft fufpect that this godly man hath done any thing againft his
- Confcience, to pleafe others; thougl perhaps he might bethe
:g}c}ineg{e&xw ofhis own name, and might do that which of
! himfelf € would have Judged inconvenient ; as the fad Refent-
f;’,’m” of be”/”g"“l wars, mentioned in the beginning, and the
‘ xttlelclaeck to hies r.bougbu, " gilying i txplicite-Tvﬂima,n] 10 the
b;zrtkl;men?ol?'ed inthe middle, may perfwade us to conceive.
o dfri?,“ °r isapprobation of the do&rinall part of Mr. (ran-
ot llft: ﬁ; and thatin the particulars mentioned, ‘do fignifie
. of dciiso s Judgementin: thefe Do&rinals, and that he is’
L gﬂ Er?t my doctrine.in thofe points, 1 do unfeignedly profefs
’~take§§'rfqmuch Reverence to the nameof Mr, Caryl, that 1
L in I*h:r . fiufyrtq- tender him fatisfa&ion in the points where-
v+Have given bim . offence. For though I have no expe-
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world, if he approve the Dodtrinall points maintainedin Mt Grans

my own mind, concerning the unfoundnefs ‘of fome of them,and
knowing that Mr. ‘(ary/ 15 confident on the contrary, before he
would commend their vindication as worthy of publick view.; et

. leftIbe mifunderftood, and our differences may feem to be wider

then they are, and efpecially becaufe 1 do eafily confels that fome

fenfive Book, might give himand others caufe of offence; and fo
the fault is partly mine. 1 am ebliged todo my part, for thele-
movall of the-offence. His words -which call'me to it, arethefe,
It 5s & duty to contend for the faith ‘which was oace delivered to-the
Saints,and yet the Dottrinall points thevein maintained and vivdica-
ted The prefent freedom of Believers from the curfe of the Liaw, and
their free Faftification by faith Withont works, yea withawt faith asit
7 a Work,, through the alone [atisfaltion of Jefus Chrift, are.of fukh

that, [cannot but Judge any E[[ay tending to the clearing of them>
much more this large and elaborate difconrfe , 'profitable for the
Church of Gody and Worthy of the prblick view.

1.To Declare whether [do indeed deny free Juftification by faich
without works yea without faith ast is a work, through the alonc
maintain the prefent freedom of Believers, from the curfe of the
Law. And confequently, whether I'deny the faith ‘once gven'to
the Saints, or any thing Fundamentall in Religion, for a Chriftt-
-ans comfort : and whether Mr. (randon may'be faid to ‘have via-
dicated thefe Fundamentals from my oppofition: °3- -1 fhallipre-
Tame to give a few Reafons though contrary to my former nten-
tion) which perfiwade me to think that Mr. Crandowhath not ¥in-
dicated thefe Fundamentals, and that hisdifcourfe is notp ofita-
‘ble to the Chureh of God, nor worthy the publick cview, either
-becaufe itis large and elaborate, idf’waﬁk’k}ﬂlmft°ﬁ‘e
clearing of the truth. s sy asyon T 0 W

1. For the firft of thefe, [ have fpoke my‘thaughtsﬂrcady;nas
my mind did then diGate to my Pen': and ‘becanfe 1:am fo far

Qaticn that he and T (hould ‘ever be of oneJudgement in this - '

dons book, -as knowing the firong conviction and perfwafion of

indigefted, unexplained, and incautelous words 6fminein thatof-

moment | and [o fundamental in Religion, for the comfore of poor fouls, .

That which  {hall do for the fatisfacion of this Pious' Man, s, -

fatisfalion of Jefus Chrift. 2. To Deélarei!howrfunl-f&epy or -

‘fromdiffembling my Religion, as Mt Cr. mok mf{écréd?’»af' ~
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firmeth me to do, that it very much grieveth me,(‘next thebobfgu-
rity of my own underftanding, and my defe@ivenefs inem xiagmg
‘and improving thofe truths which I know) that I cannot te_l& .od
to make men fully underftand my mind, and fee the b‘ei z}n
worft of my thoughts, in matters of Religion; I fhalladd a cv;r
more words, though no more in fence, as being for matter

‘Repetition of what is faid.

Coneluf. 1. Ihave ever held, and do ‘hol.d,that atour ﬁrﬁrbe_—
lieving,we are A&ually and Abfolutely ]qihﬁed fromall ourfl?f,
without exceptions, by faithin Chrift, without the works of the
Law, or without worksin Pau/s fence.

Concluf.2- 1 have ever held that faith it felf as a work, in-

Pauls fence, hath no hand in our Juftification, nor falvation;muc
lefs is it the caufe thereof, gu4 opus,as fuch a work. p
Concluf. 3. 1have ever held to this moment, that even thofe
fitive works of external obedience to Chrift, which all that
live after their firft believing muft perform, or perifh, are not fQ
much as conditions of our firft AQuall Juftification, no nor €Xi=
ftent till afeerit. S

+ Concluf. 4. I have ever underftood moft of our Divines, when

they fpeak of Juftification by faith alone, to mean by ]uﬁlﬁcauon 2
Gods firft putting us into a juftified and pardoned eftate, upon
our firft belicving. And if fo, either 1 give no more to works to
out Juftification then they, or elfe I know notmy own thoughts.
1 fay therefore as theyufeto do,Bona opera fequunmr’?uﬂiﬁm{um
non precedunt Juftificandum; and therefore theycannot Juftifie.
Vl:/'hich Reafon can hold of Iuftification in no other fence then
this, ; : ] v

Conclafe 5. Lever thought thatit is no Merit or Dignity, ot
value of mans works, or his faith eicher, which isthe leaft Caufe
‘of his Juftification in the Jaft Judgement, or the continuance of
‘his Juftification here ; much lefs of his firft being juftified.

_(‘ancluf. 6. 1do not believe that man is any way, by any a& of
:faxth or obedience, any true caufe of Gods pardoning or juftify-
ing him : principal or inftrumentall. ¥

Concluf. 7. 1 never went about to give works or duty, any part
ofthat intereft in’ our Iuftification, which our Divines do fre-
quently give to faith ; viz. to be the inftrument of our Iuftifica-
tion,For indeed I deny fo high an honor to both. ,

: : Com'[ﬂf- 8.
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Concluf. 8. Much lefs dare I admitthe leaft thought into my
foul, of giving the leaft part of Chrifts honour or office, either to
faith or works, f{o farasI am able to difcern it ; nor did I ever
feel a defire in my foulfo to do:for though I know I have in me
the feed of all fin; yetit is no wonder if this fin be fo far fuppref-
fed, as not to a&fenfibly, when both Chriftsintereft and mine
own do lye fo full againft'it. And if any Brother will manifeft
that LT have given the leaft of Chrifts honour or office to mans
works or faith, in word or writing, I proteft my felf unfeigned!
willing to receive his information, and that upon fuch receipt,
will publickly recant fuch words, and defire fuch writings may be
. committed to the flames.

_ Concinf. 9. Nay, one main reafon which conftraineth me to
differ from my Brethren, and to deny that faich is an inftrument of
Juftification, is, becaufe I dare not give fo much of Chriftshonor
toman, oranyact of mans,asto bean efficient caufe of pardon-
ing himfelf, : ; : o5 | :

Concluf. 10, I conceive therefore that the difference between
me and them, is not that give any more indeed to works then
they, but that they give more to_faith then I, and confequently
toman : and thatifI be guilty of levelling or equalling faith, and
obedience too much, as fome think ; it 1s not by bringing up
works too high (to beinftruments of Juftification as they make
faith ) but in taking down faith too much, by denying it to be thi
juftifying inftrument ; and confequently in too muchabafing al
ad&sofman, which yet 1 donot fee that I am guilty of.
Concluf. 11. 1 everheld that it is onely faith,and not wo_rks_atblat
is the receiving of Chrift, and that faith being the onely receiving
Grace,(wherein no meer meral duty or Grace doth participate of
1ts honor or nature )it was therefore by God peculiarly deftinated,
Orappointed to the office of juftifying, as fitteft to the glorifying
of Free-Grace, and of God-Redeemer therein. : ’

Concluf. v2. This faith [ difference from Evangelical obedi-
ence, as T difference the confent to a mans Soveraignty, from my
obeying him as my Soveraign ; or the confent to Marriage Rela-
ton, from the conjugal fidelity and obadience of a wife to her

him, or fighting under him : or the taking a man to’ bf: my Phyfi-
tian, from obeying his counfel, and takinghis Medicines = and
' ; N Repentance

husband : orthe taking a manto be my Captain, from obeying -
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Repentance I take to be to our faith in Chrift, asthe breaking 0
from other Suitors and Lovers, and turning the mind to this one,
is to Marriage : (though fome other differences may be ima-
gined, theword being taken varioufly.) Se thatIdo no n}orcli
(asI am accufed) comprize all obedience in faith, becaufe
Comprizea Love tothe Redeemer, and a Confentto be goc‘l/elr'n-
ed by him, then 1.comprize all Conjugal Obedience and fi Ce icy
ofawomanto her husband in the Marriage-Covenant or Lon-
fent, becaufe | comprizeinit Love to the man,and a Covqnant'oh
fidelity and obedience for the future. As I have faid, Faith Wlétt
me, is the Taking of whole Chrift, (that isin all thofe Refpe f
which are Effential to him as he is Redeemer and Saviour) by 4l
thofe ads of the foul, which are of abfolute neceffity to the true.
Reception of fuch an object : that is, by Affent, Confent,_L("’e
to him, Affiance, which alfo have fuch further ref; pective diverfi-
fications, asI fullyer before exprefled. o

Con. 13. 1 amvery Confident that when Pas/ includes f'ax_th,
and excludes works, he never meant by Faith any one fingle in-
dividual a&, or any one onely fort ofa‘t in the ftrieft Phyfical :
fenfe,calling all the reft Works. And ifany man will but tell me
what one phyfical ac he will tye Juftification to, I will gebee 1o
him that he excludeth that faith which God includeth. Our own
Divines ordinarily fay, that Juftifying faich hath three acts, Noti-
tiay, Aflenfus € Fiducia, And Velle, Eligere, Canfentire, Accepta-
re, is the principal of all, which is not the fame with any one of
thefe. And fiducia is more then one it felf And that Affent which
isbut one i Genere, is many in particulars, according to the ma-
ny truths tobe believed to the very effence of Juftifying Faith.
The Scripture exprefly defcribeth it, as confifting in Affent, Re-
eeiving, Affiance, ¢ie. ‘

Con.14 I am of gpinion that thofe that takeJuftifying faich only
for one Aét 1n fenfu Phyfico, do utterly lofe and confound them-
felvesinthe doctrine of Juftification, making it impoffible for any
man on earth to know which is the juftifying faith : Not only be-
caufe they have no word of God to dire@ them, by confining it to
any one a&, ( without which they can donothing), but alfo becaufe
the foul is o eurious a piecein its effence & operations,& fo much
unacquainted with it felf, and fo defeltive in reflex Knowledge,
that noman can fodifcern its aqs,as perfectly to diftinguith them&, ,

an
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and to faywhen it is but one a&, and when it grows to be two or
three in meer phyfical fenfe.  If you diverfifie them by the Ob-
je&s (which isthe known way ) yet are there in every obje&t, at
lealt | in the obje& of Juftifying faith, fuch diverfity of parts ef-
fential, integral,and of Accidents, and refpects,and neceflary mo-
difications, that no man on earth can determine juft how thefe do
individuate or phyfically fpecifie oura&s ? Asif apprehenfion of
Chrift be Juftifying faith, as they ufeto fay, pafling by the Ambi-
guity and Comprehenfivenefs of the term eA4pprebenfion,no man
can tell us, whether to apprehend Chrift, as God and as man,and
as God and man in one perfon, and as the fecond perfon in Tri-
nity, and as one that hath dyed, and by deatlr fatisfyed, and as
one thatis Rifen, afcended] intercedeth, hath power to forgive
fins, and as one that by pardoning muft fave us from Hell,
and give us Heaven, ¢¢c. 1fay no man can tell juft how many

ma! be done by one phyfical a& : orcanany cull out any one,
and fay that isthe Juftifying obje@ and a&, and reje& all the
reft,as not effentially requifite as well as that.

Con.15. T think they that fhould attempt fuch a bufinefs,
would horribly abufe the Holy Ghoft, and would themfelves' fos-
get what element they are in, fpeaking as meri Phy/fici, when they
are treating of moral fubjects, both Ethical and Political + and
they would be guilty of 2 bafe redu@ion of Gods holy notions
and Law-terms, to the moft vain Philofophy (which Mr. Crazn-
don feemsto be fo zealous againft), as well as of confounding
Phyficks with Ethicks and Politicks. - '

(on. 16, Themfelves ufe to confefs, that the Promife,’ angl
Chrift himfelf, and the Righteoufnefs of Chrift,( if not alfo Jufti-
fication thereby) are the obje@s of Juftifying faith : To wflnchbl
may truly add, the Veracity of God Revealing, the forma: ob=
je& of Affent, and the Bounty or Good will of God in lemgi
asthe obje® (asit were formal)of Acceptance, befide the fevera!
parts of the material objects, and invifible Glory the End, eX&
preffed fully in Heb. 11. tobe as effential as any of thereft Ahn
fure our old Phyficks muft be renounced before we can affeft t a;
but the two or three firft objedts alone (the Ifrqmlfe, Chrl{haml 3
his Righteoufnefs) can all beapprehended with any one ﬁvﬂg 3
phyfical ac there being divers fcglmal obje@ive reafons. i

= : 5

phyfical a&ts go to this : much lefs can any prove that all this
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.17. Iam bold upon the confidence of the premifes to con-
clu[;:, tf71at in my]udggment, thofe Divines that will fingle Oug
any one Phyfical a& of the foul, and call that alone by the ngﬂzl
offaith, andteach the People that by this only they are ]uéh g? -
and that whoever looks for Juftification by any otber A ; fu
that one, is a Papift, a Jew, an enemy to Chrifts _R!ghteou x;e st,
deftroyeth the Gofpel and the Foundation QfChrzﬂ‘tan"C?m 2;5
I fay, luch men,in my opinion,do utterly ruine the Comforts, 4 o
torture and wrack the fouls of poorChriftians,whom th<_3y p}”ﬂﬁﬂ, :
to fupporr,yea they drive them to unavoidable def] peranon,lf t 6}1
doétrine be practifed : Foritis not pofiible for any one of the ?
poor Chriftians to find out which isthe fingle Phyfical acto
faith ; and thennot finding which is it, they muft either look for
]uﬁiﬁ’cation by other acts with ir, and fo (fay their Teachergt )
forfake Chrift and the Gofpel, or elfe venture upon fome one act,
which yet they are not fure to be but one. Here’s comfortable Go-
fpel doctrine indeed!or if it were granted that philofophical brains
can fo punctually individuate or {pecifie theiracts, yet alithe un-
learned that cannot, muft be damned, as being caft upon an una-
voidable neceflity of being Jews, Legalifts, Papifts, c+¢. For my
part, as {ubtile and profound a Philofopher as Mr, Crandons un-
charitablenefs hath feigned me o be (that he might rob me of the
name of a Chriftian, by giving me in exchange the name ofa
fubtile Philofopher) 1 profefs that neither my naturals or {pirituals
will ferve me to cleave alf thefe hairs,and if this were Chyifts Law,.
which they feign, aFum effet de me, T muft needs perifh : Butl
again profefs, and that with ferioufnefs | that before T will
believe fuch docirine which gives - up fouls "to . -defpergtl—
on, under pretence of thejy higheft confolations , and which
cafteth feorn tpon Chrift and (e Gofpel under pretence of 2
zealous vindication of them, T will be yec more prodigal of my Re-
putation with fuch men_of what name and note foever ; and [ will
fqoner take them for fuch fcholars as Feftns took Puul for, then
\;nll believe their do@&rine, without better evidencethen yetIcan
fee.

{on. 18, 1am as confident; that by;c,onﬁning' Juftifying faith
to any one fingle Phyfical act, menwill intolerably abafethe na-
ture-of faich,making it either no humane. ., poe| act,or fo im-
perfect a onesas God in Scripture doth abhop, Ifitbe only an "
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of the Intetlect, ivwill:not be firictly moral or humane.: the In-
tellect is but the entrance into the foul, and its acts, the begin-
nings of humane acts : If it be only in the will, it will be blind -
If both , without affection; it is lifelefs,and contrary to that
~ which Scripture defcribech , which is Affiance in God, &c..

Nor will it be the entire acting’ of the foul, ifit be not the act
. (as I may call it) of the whole foul, that is, of both facul-
tiesand the affection fuited to that object. Befides, that the
foul-acteth fo harmonioufly, that all the faculties will certainly
concur. ;

Yet let none mif-undeftand me, asif charged our Orthodox:
Divines with this opinion, - which I am now {peaking againft ;
but I am confefsing mine own Judgement, againit fome particular
difputers that have pafsionately infifted on this point. Sure Iam,

our late Reverend Affembly are far from it; in theix Definitions:

of Faith. ;

Con.19. 1do firmly believethat he that Receives not Jefus
Chrift as Jefus Chrift, that is, as God and man, as one that'hath

perfe&tly Obeyed, Dyed for us, Ranfomed us, Rofe again, is

now in Glory, Lord ofall, asour Saviour from Guilt and power
of fin, and fo as Prieft, Propherand King, asone that will bring,
usto Glory if we believe 5 and fo as a Benefatour,and as Goed,
(and therefore to be Received with Gratitude and Love) I fay, he

that doth not thus Receive Chrift,is not a true Chriftian, nox hath -

anytrue Juflifying faith, but fhall be damned : and that Juftify-
ing faith “containeth -all this init. ~And thereforel believe that
they who teach mer, that fome oncionely of thefe a@s s Juitify-
ing faith, and all the reftare works, which if we look for 4alvati-

on or Juftificationby, we fallfrom Chrift, dolead:men the d?— 7

ret way to defperation and Damnation.

(on. 20.-Yet I think that the whole of this Faich is ufually de-""

nominated from fome one ad, (or more, whichwe commonly
comptizeinone name) asmoft frequently from Affent, and fre-
quently from Affiance. (whichis more then -one a& i felf,: and
comprehendeth both Affent, and Hope, or Expe&ation) fo‘}‘:"
time from Willing or Receiving: But when ever ,Fantl'x is qu, ;n
of as juftifying or faving, the other a&sareincluded under.the

name of one. - Yet at other times in Scripture ‘the o ‘fm%;i‘
taken in a narrower fenfe; asic is by Famesy and by Pauts VAL
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* he diftinguitheth it from Hope and Love : For otherwife, we are
faved by Hope, and Faith is the fubftance of things Hoped
fory &c. ;

{on. 21. Ithink that the Jews Conceit was, that Gods: Law
delivered by Aofes was fo perfed and excellent,that the Doing of
of the works therein prefcribed, in a laborioustask of Ceremoni-
al obfervances, and in Coftly facrifices and offerings, did by the
Dignity and value of the work derived from the Dignity of the
Law, procureofit felfthe pardon of all their fins, and their full
Acceptance with God,without any facrifice of a Mediator : fﬂud
that this is it that Pas/ difputeth againtt. Sothat their principal
intent was to extol and maintain the perfection and fufticiency of
Mofes Law, as wanting nothing neceffary to Juftification and
felicity , not underftanding how Chrift was the end ofit 3 and}ﬂ
- Conjuncion with this confequentially they trufted to the Merits
of Legal works. Accordingly i think that Pasls fcope is both to
take down ¢ HMofes Law ( efpecially its necefficy and conceited
fufficiency ), and the Dignity of Legal works ( and confequently
of any works. ) I think therefore that by #works, Pan! meanqth to
exclude only A4erits, or works which are conceited Meritorious s
orwhich for the worth of the Deed done, (hould procure pardon
and Acceptance with God, withouta Mediators blood. Andfo
Panl himfelf defcribes the works that he fj peaks againtt, Rom. 4.4-
']f)he;)t they are fuch as make the Reward to be not of Grace,but of

ebt.

Con. 22. Our Divinesagainft the Papifts do commonly place
the Controverfie here, and: fay, that the Queftionis, whether
we are Juftified by Works, that is, by the Merit of Works?
making themall one. So Dr.Fowns, Rivius ,andit isthe common
voice. Vid, Melantt.Loc. Com, p, 427,429, and Exam. p-689:

& 699 ¢ Sotinium Tbtf.t.l4_§,6.. & 12 Job. Cracius de u/bific.
Difp.12. paffim. i : :

Con- 23, 1do not think therefore, that under the name Works,
Panl doth exclude the a&s of faich before mentionedthe Love of
Chrift,or Thankfulnefs for Grace, or the Confeflion of our great
unwor thynefs, and our extolling the Freenefs of Grace,or our dif-
claiming Merits, or our owning the true God for our onily God,
&c. 1fay, thefeactsconfidered,not as falfly Conceited Merito-

rious, but asMeans to Life, (and fome ofthem to Juftification
£ at
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at firft) and Conditions without which God will not fave us,
were never excluded by Pas/among works. Nay,though fome
of thefe do not exift till we are juftified, yer did not Pax/ intend
them as Works in his exclufion. .

('on. 24. 1 prefume to confefs it my opinion, that thofe Reve-
rend Brethren whofay, Faith juftificth gud Znffrumentum, asa
trueinftrument, do moft certainly make it to juftifieas an A&ion
of man : andthatin faying, that Itjuffifieth as an Infirument ,
and it juftifieth not as an eAtt, or by Aftion, they do fpeak moft
grofs contradiction: feeing that Infrumentum eft (aufa efficiens,
& e Ao eft cfficientis Canfalitas. 1do therefore fay, as well as
Mrt. Carylthat Faith it felf juftifieth not asa Work : AndI fay
more then is commonly faid (from whenceis the indignation)
that it juftifieth not as an A&ion of man neither, and fonot asa
true proper inftrument of Juftification. '

Con. 25. Nay, T will yet fay more (and have ftill faid it) that
the formal or neareft Reafon of faiths intereft in Juftification,
commonly exprefled by guarenus is not any Ethical confideration
or refpect in Faith, Thisis in the midft between the two for-
mer. I before Concluded, that-it juftifieth not gua ops, asa
work is taken for Mercenary or Meritorious working, as a work-
man doth for his wages, as Pan/means : 2. And that it juftifieth
notgua opns, as a workis taken phyfically, for ana& of man.
And thirdly I now add that it juftifieth not gua opres, asawork is
takenfor a Moral Vertue, Pleafing to God, becaufe a Vertue::
4. Nay,nor gua boc opws asit is a work of fingular worth or Apti-
tude to thisoffice, But it is meerly in its Civil or Law Relation
(if I may fo callit) that is, as it is freely and pofitively appointed
by God to this Office; makingit, as he is Donor, the andmon
of hisfree gift ; fo that it is nothing in the nature of Faith, l?“t
the Will of the Donor as fuch, that in the tenor of his Gift hath
given it this Office and Honor : which is meerly extrinfecall to
the Nature, or Ethical worth of Faith. .

Con.26. 1 mufk therefore profefs, that after long confiderati-
on, Tknow no one termthat properly exprefleth this neareft or
formal intereft of faithin Juftification, but only the term (ondi-

tion, as that word isufually taken for the Condition ofa free gift. -

And when the Scripture telleth us, how faith juftifieth, it "Sfi‘“
fuch terms as thefe, Jf thou confefs with thy month the Lord J¢/ Wd
¢ a%
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and believe With thy heart, that Godraifed bims from the dead tzm 2
(halt be [aved, e, and He that belicveth /M{l befaved, ff”_d he that
believeth not fhall be damned : 1n all which, if the Conditional If,
and the conditional form of the Promife exprefs not a Condi-
tion, I defpair of ever underftanding it in this life, though it be
the foundation and the fumme of the Faith. dasfircd b
Conclnf. 27. Yetthough no Ethical worth or Aptlt_ud_e in faith
be the formal Reafon of its intereft in Juftification, i is never-
thelefs its immediatly-prerequifite A ptitude for this office and ho-
nor : And fo far as we may give a reafon.of Gods appointments
and will,from any thing without him, in the obje&®, we may fay,
that therefore God made it the Condition of the Covenant, ot of
‘his gift of Chrift and Juftification, becaufe it was the fitceft morall
Grace for this work, Sothat it was fome Ethical or Moral excel-
lency orworth in that grace, that caufed God (aswe may fpeak)
to make it the condition, and f{o which is its Aptitude to the of-
fice, and the remote reafon ofits intereft in Juftification ; though
notthe formaland neeteft reafon. ¢
Conclyf. 28. Yet even here, it was not the meer Morall excel-
lency of this Grace abfolutely, or init felf confidered, as a good
a&; orasbetter init felfthen the Reft : but it wasa refpective
excellency or worth, ziz. becaufe it is the ficteft to this fpecial ufe
andend ; asbeinginits own nature, the believing a word of pro-
mife of unfeen felicity, and the accepting of a free Gift, &c. and
fo fitteft for God to defign to this office, feeing itshis high de-
fignin Redemption, to extoll his love and Free.Grace ; fothat
though in reference to meer fan&ification, fome other Grace
might beas good as faith, yet none were {0 ad- Apt-ed for this de-
fign.  And thisI conceive isit which Divines call the inftrumen-
tality of faith.
Concluf. 29. Ifany fay, that feeing faith hatha peculiar Apti-
tude to this office, therefore it muft have a peculiar Intereft; I
anfwer, {oit hath, For 1. It doth alone, without (Merits, or)
any pofitive Gofpel-works of obedience (as fuch. at leaft) pro-
cure (as faras belongs to its office) our firft fiulf Juftification.
2. Thelove of Chrift received, Gratitude, &c, are but as modifi-
catons of faith, which is called the receiving it felf Though
fome ofthem be difin@ Phyficall a&s, yet allthe reft Morally
confidered, are but as it were the modification of faith, I mear;
o
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of that a&,which is the acceptance of Chrift,and life freely Given.
3. And for Iuftification at Judgement, and the non-amiffion of

it here, faith hath ftill the principaltintereft. Repentance (ds di~
ftin& from faith) and a return to holy obedience, is'a Condition
upon a remote reafon, propter finem, but faith directly, propeer me-

dinm Principale, which is Chrift as our Ranfom and Saviour : Re-

pentance is prefuppofed as a Condition naturally neceflary ; even

as Faith in God alone inoppofition to Atheifm, Polutheifm, : and

Idolatry, is prefuppofed as naturally neceffary, when we are called

to Faith in Chrift asthe Redeemer. : 'and as the moral Law re-
mains natarally neceffary, for all the command of {pecial Faith in

Chrift by the Gofpel : But Faithin Chritt is an elected condition,

elevated to this office above its own nature, by a ] pecial Pofitive

Inftitution and Promife, fitted to its Object the Lord Jefus, who 1s
the'fupernatural and higheft means (asRedeemer ) , anditisre-
-vealed alfo in the Gofpel, which is a fupernatural Revelation. Be-
fides as the natural neceffity of the moral Law , of 10v.in§ God,
and repenting, and returning to him, are fuppofed,but the ecould
neither be of any fufficiency or efficacy without Chrift the fuper-
natural way to the Father ; nor could the faid Love ‘and Repen-
tance have been wrought without Chrift, if they had been fuffici-

ent: So though they are neceffary, yet ate they infufficient with-

~ out Faith in Chrift, as well asimpofsible ( or beyond our power)
“ fo that Faith in Chriftis that paril): of the Condition, which ftand
ing next the head, gives life unto the reft ; and though as fineq#a
non, they are of equal neceflity with Faith, yet ascam gua ; Or a3
to the fufficiency of the condition fire gnanon, fo Faith hath not
only a precedency, but is as the mafter-pipe; which being.nexgthc
ciftern,conveyeth all the water into the more remote. This1 adde
towhat [ faid before againft the charge of Levelling Fdith and
Repentance ; Though the Charge of equalling Faith and Obe-
dience, is eafier avoided : Forthe Scripture doth exprefly mqkeﬂ
Repentance fome Condition, evenof our firft pardon and ]“ﬁ‘ﬁ‘
cation : but fo it doth not A&ual Obedience to Chrift. - . he
. Lonclu. 30. If after all this, 1 amnot fohappy s tohitt
true or full reafon of the difference between Faith, R‘epentamée c
and Obedience; in the point of Conditionality, 1 folemnly proteis
- iis flot out of any defire to equal them's Nay,thatl have

ftretcht my brains to the utmoft that I was able, to difcover vfro?
: O Gods
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Gods Word the wideft difference that I'could poffibly finde ear=
neftly defiring (for'to avoid offence, and to help mein expound-
ing Pauls Exclufion of works) to have found the difference yet
wider then I havedone : Andif I fee not all, itis for want of
Lighe, more then of Will or Diligence. And T fhall heartily re-
joyce to fee the difference more clearly ftated by my brethren* ;
But I dare not in the mean time feign a difference in contradiction
to Scripture, or additionto it by faying that Repentance 15 n0
Condition, or that Faith is a proper Inftrumental, efficient caufe
of Juftifying or pardoning us : thoughI have profefled not to
contend with any that call it an Inftrument of our Receiving
Chrift ( if they will fuffer me to ufe the phrafes which I think more
Scriptural and proper. ) . ) 5103

Con. 31. Lconfels that there is fuch a thing as may be caﬂe_d
Juftification iz foro Confeientie = and that Faih may be called ei-
ther an Inftrument, or fome efficient Caufe of that Juftification =,
( will not this fatisfie Mr.Crandor?) But I think that this is none of
that which Scripture calls Juftification by Faith, nor thatit isthe
fame Faith by which we are Juttified, whichis the immediate ob=
fervable Inftrument or Caufe of that Juftification by confcience
(though thatalfo be a caufe of it) : butit is that difcerning of
our intereft in Chrift and Gods favour thrbugh him which is lefs
properly called Faith,and more properly, a difcerning, and com-

Con. 32. 1gladly confefsalfo, that Chrift made full fatisfa&i-
on to God for our fin,and therein intended only and infallibly the
adtual falvation and Juftification of his Elec : And rhat wé may
be faid to be reconciled to God , and our fins done away, ina

prefentlyupon Chrifts death and Refurredion. and fo before we
were born or believed. . Andif any will call this ‘a Potential of
Virtual Juftification ;- though I will not imitate them, becaufe I
will keep clofe to Scripture-terms yet if they. explain their
meanings, I will not contend for the word.

Con. 33. ILconfefsalfo that God did eternally ele& a-certain
oumber of determinate individual perfons, to be infallibly juftified
and faved by Chrift, intime: And that thefe were givento Chrift
that he fhould dye for them,and for them only witha fpecialinten-
tion of adtually juftifying and faving them : and that all that are {o

gvem:
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ig‘iveg him thall come to him, and none fhall take them out of his
ands. :
- (on.34. 1believe that none can come to Chrift except the Fa-
~ therdraw them, and that he converteth them by an infallibly ef-
fe&ual grace, fuch as isan a& of Omnipotency, and is never re-
fifted fo far as to be overcome. : =
Con. 35. I amcertainthat the new nature of every Chriftian
containeth a fenfe of his own great unworthynefs, yea his defert
of death for the fin of his beft duties, and fuch a fenfe of the
Riches of Gods Love and free Gracein Chrift,and how much we
are beholden to him ; that every fuch foul muft needs be proneto
difclaim confidence if any thing of their own, and to give all the

Grace, being the moft of our Chriftianity. So thatif the zeal of
this truth do make the inconfiderate to forget the nature and ne-
ceffity of holynefs, and its due place, and to forget how much the
Righteous Lord loveth righteoufnefs, and how Chrift intended it
in his death and Covenant, confidering mans frailty, it is no won-
der. And fuppofing that this is Mr. (7andons cafe, I heartily for-
give him his volumn of calumnies, and railing Accufations : be-
ing parfwaded he intended them much for Chrift, though I think
that there was too much of the intereft of his private opinion, that
made him, as it were, call for fire from heaven, and that he litcle
knew what Spiric he wasof. The Lord caufe him to know it,and
forgive him, : : . :

glory to Chrift, and free Grace : felf-denyal and afcribing to free
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Fm;.'tber Additions: occafioned by Mr Caryls“ iip bed
- Hcenfation 5 Abviit the freedoms of Belicvers from

- the curfe of . the: Law. -~

g - ST, s 04l 5511 brs 411100 01
THc' next thing wherein I owe fatisfaction, it feems, to Mr. Cz=
A #ylis, tofhew him how far I cake Belicwers to be prefently
freed from the curfe of the Law, and bow far not : which I fhall do-
in certain Conclufions ; 1. Affirmative. 2. Negative. " .
(onclu.1. The Curfe of the Law, fignifieth eicher, 1. The Com-
‘mination of the Law. 2. The fentence of the Judge , according
tothe Law. 3. The Execution. ‘The firft, doth. oblige to punifh-
ment, when the fin is committed, The 2. convinceth tlie offender,
determineth him guilty, adjudgeth him to death, and referreth or

 delivereth Kim over to Execution, The 3. inflicteth the ,punifh-

ment, and fulfillech the former. irige ,

Concln. 2. 1have before declared, that I_do confef that God:
hath by his eternal Decree, Immutably determined to free all his:
Ele& ( not yet Believers) from the curfe of the Law.

_ (onclu, 3. I have alfo declared that I maintainthat Chrift
purged away their fins, gwoad meritum vel (azifastionem, thatis,
hath perfedly fatisfied and merited their freedom.

. Gonelu. 4. I believethat all menare freed from the neceffity
of perifhing (' by fuffering what' tﬁ»ey deferved, ) as remedilefs.
A-nd that no man that ever heard the Gofpel (at Jeaft) doth pe-
rifh for want of a ranfom, or expiatory facrifice, or a Chriftto-
dye for him, but for want of Faith or a Will to ;cc.ept‘ a Chrift
freely offered him, e g :

- Conclu. 5. Ibelieve that the Law of Works ftands not now asit

did to efdam, as the fole Law in force but that the Promiffory
: pare.




